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CHRONOLOGY OF * THE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.” 


THE PARLIAMENTARY HISTORY contains all that can be collected of the Legislative 
History of this country from the Conquest to the close of the XVII[th Century (1803), 36 vols. 
The chief sources whence these Debates are derived are the Constitutional History, 24 vols. ; 
Sir Simonds D’Ewes’ Journal; Debates of the Commons in 1620 and 1621; Chandler and 
Timberland’s Debates, 22 vols. ; Grey’s Debates of the Commons, from 1667 to 1694, 10 vols. : 
Almon’s Debates, 24 vols. ; Debrett’s Debates, 63 vols.; The Hardwicke Papers ; Debates in 
Parliament by Dr. Johnson, &c., &e. 


THE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES commence with the year 1803, and the contents are 
set forth in the following Chronological Table :— 


HISTORY. (FIFTH PARLIAMENT.) 
CONQUEST to 34 GEO. II.—1066 to 1760. | Vol. 24 to 26...53 Geno. III. ... 1812-13 





ou 


: — 7&%..54 — ... 191894 
Vol. 1 to 15, 1 Witt. I. to 34 Geo. I. _ 99 4031.55 — . 181415 
1066-1760 - 3-H oes 1816 
REIGN OF GEORGE IlI—1760 to 1820. _ 37 “30-2200 ves 1817 
Vol. 15 to 35, 1 Gro. IIT. to 40 Gro. TIL. 
alias (SixTH PARLIAMENT.) 
(First PARLIAMENT.) Vol. 39 & 40...59 Guo. III. ...... 1819 
Voli 85. 202k 41 Gro. TEL......:.. 1801;— 41 ......... 60 —  ... 1819-20 
— 36 ......... 42 ——sarndigeinet 1802 
(SECOND PARLIAMENT.) iene 
FOR BB cisiccanes 42 Geo. IIL. ...... 1802-3 
nate REIGN OF GEORGE IV.—1820 to 1830 
DEBATES. 


SEVENTH PARLIAMENT. 
First Series. ‘ ) 


ae s ‘ Vol. 1 to 3... 1 Geo. IV. ..... 1820 
(SECOND PARLIAMENT—continued.) he eegubnes 1891 
Vol. 1 & 2...44 GEO. REE oo 052 1803-4} __ Gas Fo tee 1822 
—_— 3 to 5...45 me | Seow 1805 | __ c= o...4 sos aeons! 18% 
~~ C8 em ai ee ee 1824 
— 12—13... 6 “=i isawaee 1825-6 
(THIRD PARLIAMENT.) ee ee ae ie 1826 
Vol. 8 & 9...47 Geo. III....... 1806-7 

EIGHTH PARLIAMENT. 

(FourtH PARLIAMENT.) (EIGHTH PARLIAMENT.) 

S Vol. 9 to11...48 Geo. III. ...... 1608-8 | Wak. W6- sccesens: 7 OORT s icas 1826 
— 12—14...49 kanes 1809! — 17 .......+- 8 errs 1827 
— 15 —17...50 sana 1810 — 18 & 19... 9 —— senses 1828 
— 18 — 20...51 — ... 1810-11} —* 20 — 21...10 wt aevaes 1829 
— 21 — 23...52 Mee anasing 1812' — 22 to 25...11 a 1830 
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Third Series. 
REIGN OF WILLIAM IV.—1830 to 1837. 
(NINTH PARLIAMENT.) 
Vol. 1 |e eee 1830-1 


to 


(TENTH PARLIAMENT.) 


Vol. 40 6... 2 Waa. f¥. .2.:. 1832 
— 9— 14... 3 a ieee 1831 | 
(ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT.) 

Vol. 15 to 20... 4 Winx. IV....... 1833 
— 21 — 25... 5 ae 1834 | 
(TWELFTH PARLIAMENT.) 

Vol. 26 to 30... 6 Wi. IV....... 1835 
— 31— 35... 7 a” | hie 1836 
— 36— 38... 8 wanes 1837 


REIGN OF VICTORIA—1837 to 1901. 


(THIRTEENTH PARLIAMENT.) 


Vol. 39 to 44... 1 VICTORIA ...... 1838 
— 45 — 50... 2 mee 1839 
— “pl — 00... a 1840 
— 56— 58... 4 — (a) 1841 


(FOURTEENTH PARLIAMENT.) 


eer 4 Victoria (b) 1841 
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(SEVENTEENTH PARLIAMENT.) 
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HIS MAJESTY’S PRINCIPAL OFFICERS 
OF STATE, Eve. 


SIR HENRY CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN’S FIRST ADMINISTRATION, 
DECEMBER 1905. 





THE CABINET. 

Prime Minister and First Lord of the Treasury ——-Rt. Hon. Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN. 

Lord President of the Council——Rt. Hon. the Earl of CREWE. 

Lord Chancellor Rt. Hon. Lord LOREBURN. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer——Rt. Hon. H. H. Asquitn, M.P. 

Secretaries of State 
Home Department 
Foreign Affairs 
Colonial Oftice 








Rt. Hon. HERBERT J. GLADSTONE, M.P 
-Rt. Hon. Sir Epwarp Grey, Bt., M.P. 
—Kt. Hon. Earl of ELGIN. 

War Office tt. Hon. R. B. HALDANE, M.P. 

India Office——kt. Hon. JoHN Morey, M.P. 
First Lord of the Admiralty——Rt. Hon. Lord TWEEDMOUTH. 

















Lord Chancellor of Ireland——Not in the Cabinet. 
Chief Secretary for Ireland——Rt. Hon. JAMES Bryce, M.P. 
Lord Privy Seal—— Most. Hon Marquess of RIPON, 


President of the Board of Education——Rt. Hon. A. BIRRELL, M.P. 
President of the Beard of Trade ——Rt. Hon. D. LLOYD-GEORGE, M.P. 
President of the Local Government Board——Rt. Hon. JOHN BURNs, M.P. 
President of the Board of Agriculture——Rt. Hon. Earl CARRINGTON. 
Postmaster-General——Rt. Hon. SYDNEY Buxton, M.P. 

Chancellor of tiie Duchy of Lancaster——Rt. Hon. Sir HENRY FOWLER, M P 
The Secretary for Scotland Rt. Hon. J. SincLAtr, M.P, 


NOT IN THE CABINET. 
Under Secretary of State, Foreign Ottiee——Lord FITZMAURICE. 


Under Secretary of State, Home Oflice——HERBERT SAMUEL, Esq., M.P. 
Under Secretary of State, Colonial Ottice— WINSTON CHURCHILL, Ksq., M.P 

















Under Secretary of State, India Office——Rt. Hon. J. E. ELLis, M.P. 

Under Secretary of State, War Oflice—— Rt. Hon. Earl of PortsSMOUTH. 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury —-GEORGE WHITELEY, Esy., M.P. 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Eduecation——THOMAS LOUGH, Esq., M.P 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Admiralty——Rt. Hon. E. RoBreRTSON, M.P. 
Parliamentary Secretary to the board of Trade——H. FE. KEARLEY, Esq., M.P. 


Parliamentary Secretary to the Local Government Beard———-WALTER RUNCIMAN, Esq., M.P. 
Financial Secretary to the Treasury ——REGINALD MCKENNA, Esq., M.P. 
Financial Secretary to the War Oftice——T. R. BUCHANAN, Esq., M.P. 

J. A. PEASE, Esq., M.P. 

J HERBERT LEWIs, Esq., M.P. 

[ Captain CECIL NortTON, M.P. 
J. M. F. FULLER, Esq., M.P. 
Admiral Sir JOHN FISHER. 

J Vice-Admiral Sir C, C. Drury. 

| Captain H. Bb, JACKSON. 

Captain F. 8. INGLEFLELD. 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR [in the Cabinet. 
Lieut.-General Hon. Sir W. G. LYTTELTON. 
Lieut.-General C. W. H. DoUGLAs. 

Lieut.-General Sir W. G. NICHOLSON. 

& Major-General Sir J. W. MURRAY. 

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR. 

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY TO THE WAR OFFICE. 

Secretary. THE PERMANENT UNDER SECRUTARY OF STATE FOR WAR 

(Colonel Sir E. W. D. WAnkD). 

The Civil Lord of the Admiralty-——GEoRGE LAMBERT, Esq., M.P. 

Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland-——R&t. Hon. the Karl of ABERDEEN. 

The Lord Advocate~-—-THOMAS SHAW, Esq., M.P. 

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster—In the Cabinet. 





Lords of the Treasury- sais 


Lords of the Admiralty—— 





Army Council 








Attorney-General——J. LAWSoN WALTON, Esq., M.P 
Solicitor-General——W. 8S, Robson, Esq., M.P. 
Paymaster-General——R. Kk. Causron, Esy., M.P. 
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HIS MAJESTY’S PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF STATE--(Cont.) vii 
OTHER OFFICERS OF STATE. 


Lord Steward——Rt. Hon. Earl of LIVERPOOL. 
Comptroller of the Household ——The Master of ELIBANK, M.P. 
Treasurer of the Household Sir EDWARD STRACHEY, Bt., M.P. 
Lord Chamberlain Rt. Hon. Viscount ALTHORP. 
Vice-Chamberlain-——_WENTWORTH BEAUMONT, Esq., M.P. 
Master of the Horse——Rt. Hon. Earl of SEFTON. 
Captain Yeoman of the Guard His Grace the Duke of MANCHESTER 
Earl GRANVILLE. 
Earl of GRANARD, 
Lord HAMILTON of DALZELL. 
Lords-in- Waiting——( Lord ACTON. 
Lord DENMAN. 
Lord COLEBROKE. 
Lord SUFFIELD. 
Judge Advocate-General T. MILVAIN, Esq., K.C. 














SCOTLAND. 


Secretary for Scotland and Keeper of the Great Seal——Ret. Hon. JOHN SINCLAIR. 
Lord High Constable Earl of ERROL. 

Lord Privy Seal—— 

Master of the Household———Duke of ARGYLL, K.T. 

Lord High Commissioner Lord COLEBROOKE. 

Lord Clerk Register——His Grace the Duke of Montross, K.T. 

Lord Justice General— 

Lord Advocate Rt. Hon. THOMAS SHAW, K.C. 

Lord Justice Clerk——Rt. Hon. Lord Kinspurcu, C.B. 

Solicitor-General ALEXANDER URE, Esq., K.C. 

Register General and Deputy Keeper Great Seal—Sir STAIR AGNEW, K.C.B. 
Commanding Forces t.-Gen. HE. P. LEACH, C.B., C.V.O. 

















IRELAND. 


Lord-Lieutenant——Karl of ABERDEEN, G.C.M.G. 

Chief Secretary and Keeper of Privy Seal Rt. Hon. JAMES BRYCE, M.P. 

Under Secretary Rt. Hon. Sir A. MACDONNELL, G.C.S.1., K.C.V.O. 

Private Secretaries——Lord HERSCHELL and WALTER CALLAN, E-q. 

State Steward and Chamberlain Viscount HAWKESBURY, M.V.O. 

Controller to the Lord-Lieutenant’s Houselhold——Viscount PoWERSCOURT, M.V.O. 
Lord Chancellor Lord Justice WALKER. 

Attorney-General——Rt. Hon. R. R. CHERRY, K.C. 

Solicitor-General REDMOND Barry, Esq., K.C. 

Commanding the Forces Gen. Lord GRENFELL, G.C.B., G.C.MLG. 
































[ viii ] 
PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Chairman of Committees——Rt. Hon. Ear] of OnsLow. ° 

Clerk of Parliaments——Sir Henry J. L. GrRanam, K.C.B. 

Deputy Clerk of Parliaments (Clerk Assistant)——Hon. E. P. 'THestcrr, C.B. 

Reading-Clerk and Clerk of Outdoor Committees Epwarp HALL ALperson, Esq. 

Counsel to the Chairman of Committees ALBERT GRAY, Esq, 

Chief Clerk and Clerk of Public Billha——A. Harrison, Esq. 

Senior Clerks 
Principal Clerk, Judicial Department, and Taxing Officer of Judicial Costs——.J. F. 

SKENE, Esq. 

Clerk of the Journals——W. A. Leicu, Esq. 
Principal Clerk of Private Committees——J. F. Symons JEuNE, Esq. 
Peers’ Printed Paper Office——C. L. ANsTRUTHER, Esq. 
W.H. Hamitton Gorpon, Esq. 

Other Clerks Hon. A. McDonneLLt ; A. H. Ropinson, Esq. (Clerk of Private Bills) ; H. P. 
St. Joun, Esq.; V. M. Bipputpu, Esq. ; Hon. KE. A. Stonor; H. J. F. BapeEnry, Esq. ; 
C. Heapam, Esq. ; J. B. Hornam, Esq. ; E. C. Vicors, Esq.; A. Tennyson, Esq. ; and 
G. D. Luarp, Esq. 

Receiver of Fees and Accountant T. A. Court, Esq. 

Copyists——-Mr. H. P. Norris and Mr. R. A. Court. 

Messengers Messrs. A. A. WorFELL, C. E. Cuiztett, A. N. Stroti, J. W. F. Locke, 
J. McMILian, G. Bennett, G. T. PHILIP. 

Librarian EDMUND Gossk, Esq., LL.D. 

Assistant Librarian——A. H. M. Buturr. 

Attendant Mr. W. WorFELL. 

Examiners for Standing Orders 

H. C. BRAMWELL, Esq. 

Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod——Admiral Sir F. H. Stephenson, G.C.V.O., K.C.B. 

Yeoman Usher Captain T. D. ButTLer, M.V.O. 

Serjeant-at- Arms Lt.-Col. Rt. Hon. Sir FLEEtTwoop I. EpwaRps, G.C.V.O., K.C.B 

Deputy Serjeant-at-Arms S. Hanp, Esq. 

Resident Superintendenc J. K. WinitaMs, Esq. 

Shorthand Writer W. H. GURNEY SALTER, Esq. 

Principal Doorkeepers——Messrs. W. CHANDLER, . Fox, F. HoutMan. 

First Class Assistants Messrs. C. WALKER, J. HEDLEY, J. LANE, B. GALLOP. 

Second Class Assistants Messrs. H. B. STREVENS, G. W. Cross, W. Storr. 

Third Class Assistants Messis. J. WooLacott, A. A. EDNEY, J. F. BAUM. 

Messengers——Messrs. A. J. SOLMAN, C. CHAPMAN, W. Puritiips, W. W  MEATEs, 
T. WHITEHEAD. 

Superintendent of Refreshment Rooms Mr. W. CASBON. 

Inspector of Police attending the House of Lords——Mr. A. PALMER. 

Clerk of the Works, Houses of Parliament——Mr. C. J. WILLIAMS. 

Resident Engineer, Houses of Parliament——Mr. A. P. PATEY. 



































C. W. Campion, Esq.; J. F. Symons Jeunz, Esq. ; Clerk 



































PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Clerk of the House of Commons Sir COURTENAY PEREGRINE ILBERT, K.C.S.L., C.1E. 

Clerk- Assistant ARTHUR W. NICHOLSON, Esq. 

Second Clerk-Assistant——T. L. WEBSTER, Esq. 

Principal Clerks 
Public Bill Oftice, and Clerk of Fees——W. GIBBons, Esq., C.B. 

Clerk of the Journals——W. H. Ley, Esq. 
Committee Oftice——F. St. GEORGE TUPPER, Esq. 
Private Bill Oftice——J. H. W. SOMERSET, Esq. 

senior Clerks——H. C. Tower, Esq.; C. V. FRERE, Esq.; G. C. GIFFARD, Esq.; Sir E, H. 
DOYLE, Bart., 8. L. Simeon, Esq. ; ARTHUR I. DASENT, Esq. 

Assistant Clerks HorRACE WEST, Esq. ; HENRY A. FERGUSON-DAVIE, Esq. ; ARTHUR H. 
ELLIs, Esq. ; Percy A. BULL, Esq.; F. R. WILLIAMS Wynn, Esq.; W. E. GRey, 
Esq. ; F.C. HOLLAND, Esq.; J. W. G. Bonp, Esq. ; H. C. DAWKINS, Esq. ; R. P. 
COLOMB, Esq. 

Junior Clerks 




















B. H. Feit, Esq.; R. E. CHILpers, Esq.; J. Scorr Porter, Esq., 


F. C. BRAMWELL, Esy.; W. T. LEGGE, Esq., C. R. TURNER, Esq. ; W. K. GIBBONS, 
Esq.; K. J. C. Moorsom, Esq.; R. D. RApciirFe, Esq.; W. P. JOHNSTON, Esq. ; 
J. Bartow, Esq. ; Hon. H. R. C. BALFOUR. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS —(Couat.) — ix 


Serjeant-at-Arms H. D. ERSKINE, Esq. C.V.O. 

Deputy Serjeant F. R. Gosset, Esq. 

Assistant Serjeant——W. H. ERSKINE, Esq. 

Otfice Messenger——Mr. C. J. H. SHEARN. 

Cnaplain to the House——The Ven. Archdeacon BASIL WILBERFORCE, D.D. 

Secretary to the Speaker——Hon. EpwArD GULLY, C.B. 

Counsel to the Speaker——Hon. Sir E. CHANDOS LEIGH, K.C., K.C.B. 

Trainbearer——Mr. J. FRENCH. 

Messenger——Mr. W. MURRELL. 

Collector of Fees on Private Bills——C. L. Lock Ton, Esq. 

Clerk to Referees——Sir E. H. DOYLE, Bart. 

Examiners of Private Bills——C. W. Campton, Esq. ; J. F. SYMONS JEUNE, Esq 

Taxing Master C. W. CAMPION, Esq. ; Clerk F. C. BRAMWELL, Esq. 

Vote Office 
Principal Clerk PHILIP SMITH, Esq. 

Assistant Clerks——JOHN Poysrr, Esq.; W. K. SANDERSON, Esq. 
Messenger——Mr. JOHN EDWARDs. 

Librarian——R. C. WALPOLE, Esq.; Assistant Librarian-—A. E, A. W. Smytu, Esq. 
Clerks in Library Messrs. J. R. Crimp, WM. STEWART; Messengers——Messrs, 
A. Firmin, W. HaGvue. 

Shorthand Writer——W. H. GURNEY SALTER, Esq. 

Printers 
Journals——G. E. BriIsco—E EYRE, Esq. 

Votes——J. Bb, NICHOLS, Esq. 

Postmaster-——Mr. I. LINCOLN ; Hall Keeper——Mr. J. GLYNN. 

Office Keeper Mr. H. BULLocK. 

Ofhee Clerk in Committee Ottice Mr. T. FIELDEN MITCHELL. 

Office Clerk in Journal Ottice——Mr. A. A. TAYLOR. 

Messengers Messrs. C. DAvig, H. JoNEs, G. D. Weiter, J. ARMSTRONG, J. WOODWARD, 
J. Ivory, G. NORMAN, J. SURREY A. SEPPLE. 

Doorkeepers Mr. M. INGLEFIELD and Mr. H HAMBLING. 

Messengers (Ist Class) ——-Mr. ©. Woopcrarr, Mr. R. Ropertson, Mr. J. Uris, Mr. J. 
SPRAGUE, Mr. A. ANDREWS, Mr. T. B. Spray, Mr. G. AnstEY, Mr. J. H. Day, Mr. 
J. H&NDERSON, 

Messengers (2nd Class) Messrs. G. WAINWRIGHT, J. GUYATT, R. TURTLE, A. HASKELL, 
A. C. JoHNSON, G. CLAPPERTON, H. E. Lintneton, H. G. Emmett, J. L. PHILIP, W. 
FINDLAY. 

Superintendent of Members’ Waiting Room——Mr. J. F. HeNLEY; Assistant——Mr. W. 
BROADBENT ; Porters Messrs. J. ORAM and J. HART. 

Inspector of Police attending the House of Commons——Mr. SCANTLEBURY. 
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EIGHTH VOLUME OF SESSION, 1906. 


HOUSE OF LORDS: TUESDAY, 19TH JUNE, 1906. 


Several Lords took the Oath. Page 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 

The Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted the House that the Clerk of the Parlia- 
ments had laid upon the Table the Certificates from the Examiners that the 
further Standing Orders applicable to the following Bills have been com- 
plied with : North East London Railway ; Hackney Electricity. 

Also the Certificate that no Standing Orders are applicable to the following 
Bill: Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 7). 

And also the Certificates that the Standing Orders applicable to the follow- 
ing Bills have been complied with : Local Government (Ireland) Pro- 
visional —— (No. 2); Local Government (Ireland) Provisional 
Orders (No. 3) ; Local Government Provisional Orders (Gas). 

The same were ordered to lie on the Table ] 

Pontefract Corporation Bill.—Report from His Majesty’s Attorney-General 
received, and ordered to lie on the Table di - + = ms 2 

Folkestone, Sandgate, and Hythe Tramways (No. " ade ial Siaiaiiil 
from the Select Committee, with Amendments 2 

Sutton, Southcoates, and aeyyee Gas Bill. iid with an Amend- 
ment ze es -- as 2 

Ritz Horel Bill |x.u.]—Reported, with Amendments .. ‘cn a na 2 


Macclesfield and District Tramways Bill.—The Chairman of Committees 
informed the House that the opposition to the Bill was withdrawn. The 
orders made on the 10th and 29th May last discharged, and Bill committed 








xii TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
June 19.) Page 


North East London Railway Bill; Baker Street and Waterloo Railway 
Bill ; Lancashire Electric Power Bill ; St. Pancras Electricity Bill ; Totten- 
ham and Edmonton Gas Bill; Metropolitan District Railway Bill; Ketter- 
ing Water Bill; Middlesex County Council (General Powers) Bill; North 
West London Railw ay Bill; Bristol Corporation Bill.—Read 2“... a 3 





Derby Gas Bill.—Read 2", and committed 25 ee - ee Se 3 


Pontefract Corporation Bill.—Read 2*, and committed.—The Committee 


to be proposed by the Committee of Selection 3 
Rochester, Chatham, and Strood Gas Bill ; Cheltenham Gas Bill—Read 2°, 
andcommitted .. : re 3 
Edinburgh Corporation Bill.—Read 2", and committed. The Committee to 
be proposed by the Committee of Selection ... eh ea < en 3 
Metropolitan ated Bill ; South Suburban Gas Bill.—Read 2", and com- 
mitted - ia re shy i - he 3 
Hackney Electricity Bill—Read 2". as de Se ree é 3 
Corporation of London (Blackfriars and other Bridges) Bill.—Standing 
Order No. 03 considered (according to order), and dispensed with, with 
respect toa Petition of the Metropolitan Water Board. Leave given to 
present the said Petition .. ae 3 es af ie » xe 3 
Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 5) Bill; Electric ae 
Provisional Orders (No. 6) Bill.—Brought from Me Commons ae 3 
Scottish Provident Institution eines Bill ais L. Ik —Returned from the 
Commons agreed to sa S eis es 3 
Sea Fisheries Provisional Order Bill ; Land Drainage Provisional Order 
Bill.—Committed to a Committee of the Whole House on Friday next... 3 
Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill: Local 
Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders (No. 3) Bill—Read 2" (accord- 
ing to order) mt 8 ay “ “3 ie he i 3 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 1) Bill ; Local Government 
Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill; Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 3) Bill; Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 4) Bill: Local 
Government Provisional Orders (No. 5) Bill ; Local Government Provisional 
Orders (No. 6) Bill.—Read 2" (according to order), and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House on Friday next ts a a as 3 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 7) Bill ; Local Government 
Provisional Orders (Gas) Bill.—Read 2° (according to order) a ea 4 


Local Government Provisional Order (Poor Law) Bill.— Read 2° (according 
to order), and committed to a Committee of the Whole House on Friday next 4 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 5) Bill (No. 128); Electric 
Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 6) Bill oie 129). “Real 1*; to be printed ; 


oe 4 


and referred to the Examiners 
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PETITIONS. 


Epvucation.—Petition in favour of denominational religious teaching in schools, 
of teachers in school at Colne ; read, and ordered to lie on the Table 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


WELLINGTON CoLLEGE.—Report of the governors for the year ended 31st Decem- 
ber, 1905 ; with accounts 


Dvus.in Hospitats.—Forty-eighth Report of the Board of Superintendence of 
Dublin Hospitals, with Appendices, for the year 1905-1906 


GOVERNMENT LABorATORY.—Report of the principal chemist upon the work of 
the Government Laboratory, for the year ended 51st March, 1906; with 


Appendices. 


Presented (by Command), and ordered to lie on the Table 

Suopr Hours Act, 1904.—Orders made by the following councils, and confirmed 
by the Secretary of State for the Home Department, fixing the hours of 
closing for certain classes of shops within their respective city and urban 
district : 1. Urban District of Stretford ; 2. City of Hereford 

InepriATEs Act, 1898.—Regulations, dated 15th June, 1906, made by the Secre- 
tary for Scotland in pursuance of Section 6 as read with Section 25 of the 
Act, respecting the transfer of inebriates from a State inebriate reformatory 
in Scotland to a certified inebriate reformatory. 
Laid before the House (pursuant to Act), and ordered to lie on the Table .. 

THE Report OF THE CoMMISSION ON ECCLESIASTICAL DISCIPLINE. 


The Lord Privy Seal (The Marquess of Ripon) 


Colonial Marriages Bill | #.L.|.—Read 5* (according to Order), and passed and 
sent to the Commons Re Pe a be eo 


Municipal Corporations Bill.—[Srconp Rrapine.]—Order of the Day for the 
Second Reading read. 


The Earl of Stamford 
Movea, “‘ That the Bill be now read 2*.”—(The Earl of Stamford.) 


The President of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (Earl Carrington) 


On Question, Bill read 2", and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Friday next. 


Metropolitan Police Commission Bill.—[{Seconp Reavine.]|—Order of the 
Day for the Third Reading read. 


Moved, “‘ That the Bill be now read 3*.°"—(Karl Beauchamp.) 


Ear! Russell .. me si re we aa ae s re 
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Amendment moved— 


‘To resolve, ‘ That, in the opinion of this House, the proposed 
inquiry is of too limited a character to serve any useful purpose.’ ”’— 
(Earl Russell.) 


Earl Beauchamp .. es i es of ee en oe 

The Marquess of Salisbury. . ms ae ie as ne su MES 

The Marquess of Ripon a A oe =i oo 
On Question, Amendment negatived. 


Bill read 3, and passed. 


House adjourned at ten minutes past Five o’clock, to Thursday 
next, half-past Ten o'clock. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS: TUESDAY, 19TH JUNE, 1906. 


The House met at a quarter before Three of the Clock. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Buenos Ayres Grand National Tramways Bill [Lorps], Channei Ferry 
Railway and Quay Bill [Lords] ; Hull Joint Dock Bill one’ —As amended, 
considered ; to be read the third time .. 16 


Local Government Provisional Order (Housing of Framing aeamaine 
Bill.—Read a second time, and committed... 16 


STANDING ORDERS. 
Resolutions reported from the Select Committee :— 


1. ‘* That, in the case of the Scottish Union and National Insurance 
Company Bill [Lords], the Standing Orders ought to be dispensed with. 
That the parties be permitted to proceed with their Bill.” 


2. “ That in the case of the South Wales Electrical Power Distribution 
Company Bill, Petition for additional Provision, the Standing Orders ought 
to be dispensed with. That the parties be permitted to insert their Addi- 
tional Provision, provided that the consent in writing of three-fourths of the 
existing debenture stockholders and the approval of three-fourths of the 
existing shareholders of the Company, at a meeting specially called for the 
purpose, is proved before the Committee on the Bill. That the Committee 
on the Bill do report how far such Order has been complied with.” 


Resolutions agreed to... i i a es 30 i > ee 


Scottish Union and National Insurance Company Bill [Lorps].—Report 
[this day] from the Select Committee on Standing Orders read. 


Bill to be read a second time... Se A oe oe as so a 
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MESSAGE FROM THE LorpDs. 


That they have agreed to— 
Seamen’s and Soldiers’ False Characters Bill, without Amendment. 


That they have passed a Bill, intituled, ‘“‘ An Act to confer further powers 
on the Western Valleys (Monmouthshire) Sewerage Board ; to make the 
Mynyddislwyn Urban District Council a constituent authority ; and for other 
purposes.” [Western Valleys (Monmouthshire) Sewerage Board Bill [Lords]. 


And, also, a Bill intituled, ‘‘ An Act to confer further powers upon the 
Shropshire, Worcestershire, and Staffordshire Electric Power Company ; 
and for other purposes.” [Shropshire, Worcestershire, and Staffordshire 
Electric Power Bill [Lords] ms 


Western Valleys (Monmouthshire) Sewerage Board Bill [Lorps]; Shrop- 
shire, Worcestershire, and Staffordshire Electric Power Bill [Lords].—Read 
the first time ; and referred to the Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills 


PETITIONS. 


BETTING AND GAMBLING.— Petition from New Mills, for legislation ; to lie upon 
the Table .. e ie ‘ 


EpvucaTIon (ENGLAND AND WALEs) BILL.—Petitions against ; From Allendale ; 
Ashwick; Berwick-upon-Tweed ; jLucker; Norwood; Nottingham ; 
Retford ; Riddlesworth ; Sibbertoft; and, Towcester; to lie upon the 
Table ea B., ve ee i by, ae 3 


EpucATION (ENGLAND AND Wates) Bit (ReLicious TEAcHING).—Petitions 
against alteration of Law; From Abbotsley (two); Abbots Ripton ; 
Abingdon Pigotts; Aldham (two); Alwalton (two); Arrington; Baldwell 
Ash (two); Barton Mills; Bassingbourne ; Bath; Bildeston (two); Bourn 
(two) ; Boxford (two); Bradford ; Bradfield St. Clare ; Brampton; Brent 
Eleigh (two); Brockley ; Buckworth (two); Bures (two); Bury (two) ; 
Cambridge (three) ; Carleton ; Castle Eden ; Cavendish (two) ; Cavenham ; 
Caxton; Childerley; Chingay; Clare; Cockfield; Connington (four) ; 
Croydon cum Clapton; Dalham ; Dewchurch ; Diddington (two); Dock- 
ing; Drinkstone (two); East Watley; Elsworth (two); Elveden (two) ; 
Euston ; Eynesbury (two) ; Felsham (two); Fen Drayton (two) ; Frecken- 
ham (two); Friskney ; Gedding (two); Girton; Glatton (two); Graveley 
(two) ; Great Catworth (two) ; Great Cornard (two) ; Great Fakenham (two) ; 
Great Gidding (two) ; Great Gransden ; Great Saxham (two); Great Shel- 
ford (three); Great Staughton (two); Guilden Morden (two); Hadden- 
ham; Haddon; Hadleigh (two); Hallow; Hamerton (two); Hardwicke 
(two) ; Hartest ; Hartford (two); Haslingfield ; Hatley St. George (two) ; 
Hawstead (two) ; Hemingford Abbots ; Hemingford Grey (two) ; Hessett ; 
Higham Green (two) ; Histon ; Hitcham (two) ; Holwell ; Horringer (two) ; 
Houghton; Huntingdon (four); Icklington; Ickworth; Impington 
(two); Ixworth (two); Kimbolton (two); King’s Ripton; Lakenheath 
(two); Leavenheath (two); Leighton; Lewisham; Lindsey (two) ; 
Litlington (two); Little Bradley ; Little Shelford (two); Little Stukeley 
(two); Little Waldingfield ; Llanigon; Longstowe (two); Manchester ; 
Mildenhall (two); Molesworth (two); Oakington and Westwick ; Offord 
D'Arcy (two); Offord Cluny ; Orwell; Papworth St. Agnes (two); Pidley 
cum Fenton; Pondsbridge; Ramsey (two); Ramsey St. Mary (two) ; 
Risby (two); Rougham; St. Agnes Exning; Sapiston (two); Sawtry; 
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Spaldwick (two); Stanground ; Stapleford ; Stansfield (two); Stanton ; 
Staple‘ord ; Stangham ; Stepney; Stilton; Stradishall (two); Sudbury ; 
Swineshead (two); Tadlow ; Thorpe Morieux (two) ; Tilbrook ; Tring with 
Wiltstone ; Trumpington ; Walsham le Willows ; Warboys (two); Wares- 
ley ; Water Newton; Whaddon; Whepstead ; Willingham (two) ; Wimpole ; 
Wiston (two); Witcham; Witchford (two); Wixol (two); Woodstone ; 
Woolpit ; Worlington; Wyton; and, Yelling (two); to lie upon the 
Table i 44 a4 ‘4 a at 3 a ¥ 


Inrant Lire Protrection.—Petitions for alteration of Law ; From Gateshead ; 
Hoxne ; Kingston; Maidstone ; and Tisbury ; to lie upon the Table 


Lanp Vaturs TAXATION, ETC. (SCOTLAND) Bitt.—Petitions against ; From 
Carmunnock ; and, Rutherglen ; to lie upon the Table , 


LimITeD PARTNERSHIPS BiLt [Lorps].—Petition of Central Association of 
Bankers, in favour ; to lie upon the Table 


MvunicipaL Powers Biii.—Petition from Cheltenham, against ; to lie upon the 
Table is 


Puarmacy Biti.—Petition from Lincoln, against ; to lie upon the Table 


Poisons AND PHarmacy Bitit [Lorps].—Petitions for alterations ; From 
Abingdon; Bury; Camberwell; Christchurch; Clapham; Colchester ; 
Earlestown ; Edinburgh (four); Enfield (two); Epsom (two); Finsbury 
(Central); Hereford; Inverness; Kennington; Lanarkshire; Lincoln 
(three) ; Manchester (North West); Mid Kent or Medway; Monmouth 
Boroughs ; Newton; North Berks ; Norwood ; Ravensthorpe ; Ruschliffe ; 
St. George’s, Hanover Square ; Sheffield (three); Stockport ; Stockton- 
on-Tees ; Sudbury; Torquay (two); Walsall (two); Wednesbury ; West 
Bridgford ; Winchester ; and, York ; to lie upon the Table .. He 


REGISTRATION OF HEADMASTERS (ORDER IN CouNcIL, 6TH Marcu, 1902).— 
Petition of Thomas Allen, for alteration ; to lie upon the Table 


VaGRANT CHILDREN Biti.—Petition from Uxbridge, against ; to lie upon the 
Table 


WorkKMEN’s CoMPENSATION Biti.—Petition from Glasgow, for alteration ; to 
lie upon the Table 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


INEBRIATES Act, 1898.—Copy presented, of Regulation, dated 15th June, 1906, 
made by the Secretary for Scotland in pursuance of Section 6 as read with 
Section 25 of The Inebriates Act, 1898, respecting the transfer of Inebriates 
from a State Inebriate Reformatory in Scotland to a certified Inebriate Re- 
formatory [by Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 203] .. 


WELLINGTON CoLLEGE.—Copy presented, of Report of the Governors of Welling- 
ton College for the year ending 31st December, 1905, with Accounts [by 
Command]; to lie upon the Table 


EXPERIMENTS ON Livinc ANIMALS.—Return presented, relative thereto [ Address 
15th June; Mr. Herbert Samuel]: to lie upon the Table, and to be printed 
[No. 204] “ a - ee es “4 o- ae 
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Soop Hours Act, 1904.—Copy presented, of Order made by the Council of the 
City of Hereford, and confirmed by the Secretary of State for the Home De- 
partment, Fixing the Hours of Closing for certain classes of Shops with- 
in the City [by Act]; to lie uponthe Table .. “4 = oe “s 


SHop Hours Act, 1904.—Copy presented, of Order made by the Urban District 
Council of Stretford, and confirmed by the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, fixing the Hours of Closing for Hairdressers’ Shops within the 
Urban District [by Act]; to le upon the Table 


Dusiin Hospirats.—Copy presented, of Forty-eighth Report of the Board of 
Superintendence, with Appendices, for the year 1905-6 [by Command] ; 
to lie upon the Table 


TRADE Reports (ANNUAL SeriEs).—Copies presented, of Diplomatic and-Con- 
sular Reports, Annual Series, Nos. 3542 to 3545 [by Command] ; to lie upon 
the Table 


GOVERNMENT LABorATORY.—Copy presented, of Report of the Principal Chemist 
upon the work of the Government Laboratory for the year ended 31st March, 
1906, with Appendices [by Command] ; to lie upon the Table 


IncLosurEs (County oF GLOUCESTER).—Return ordered, “ showing (1) the 
number of Inclosures of common land made under the Inclosure Acts from 
1845 to 1899, in the County of Gloucester ; (2) list of parishes within which 
such lands are wholly or partly situate ; (5) total acreage of such Inclosures ; 
(4) average acreage of such Inclosures.”—(.Mr. Esser) 


QUFSTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Pay 1n Duncannon Post Orrice.—Question, Mr. James O’Connor (Wicklow, 
W.) ; Answer, Mr. Svdney Buxton es - ws a - 


BririsH CONSUL AT CHICAGO AND THE MEAT SCANDAL.—Question, Sir William 
Bull (Hammersmith) ; Answer, Sir Edward Grey 


Unrest 1x Russra.—Question, Mr. Harwood Bolton; Answer, Sir Edward 
Grev 


Payment to Messrs. STILLWELL FOR GOODS SUPPLIED To SoutH AFRICAN 
ConsTABULARY.—Question, Mr. R. Pearce (Staffordshire, Leek); Answer, 
Mr. Churchill ; as 


TRANSFER OF SECOND Diviston CLERKs TO DuBLin.—Question, Mr. Field 
(Dublin, St. Patrick) ; Answer, Mr. McKenna 33 


Amounts AND Rates oF INTEREST ON Sums ISSUED UNDER THE LABOURERS 
(IRELAND) AcTs.—Question, Mr. O’Mara (Kilkenny, 8.); Answer, Mr. 
McKenna Pe ” = me 

Amounts AND Rates orf INTEREST OF Sums ISSUED UNDER THE GLEBE LOANS 
Act, 1870.—Question, Mr. O’Mara (Kilkenny, 8.) ; Answer, Mr. McKenna 


Erection oF NATIONAL ScHOOLS IN IRELAND.—Question, Mr. J. P. Farrell 
(Longford, N.) ; Answer, Mr. McKenna en a ie ay a, 
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PENSIONS FOR FoREMEN IN THE NavaL ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT.—Question, 
Mr. J. W. Benn (Devonport) ; Answer, Mr. Edmund Robertson ae me 


PAYING OUT THE GUARANTEE DEPOSITS UNDER THE ASHBOURNE ACT.—Question, 
Mr. J. P. Farrell (Longford, N.) ; Answer, Mr. Cherry .. ss “ rp 


ALIEN PILOTAGE CERTIFICATES.—Question, Mr. Seymour King (Hull, Central) ; 
Answer, Mr. Lloyd-George ; 


AMERSHAM WATER CoMPANY AND PRIVATE Fire Hyprants.—Question, Mr. 
Grove (Northamptonshire, 5.) ; Answer, Mr. J. Burns ote : 


. 


Fishery Laws 1x THE LouGcH Erne District.—Question, Mr. Fetherstonhaugh 
(Fermanagh, N.); Answer, Mr. Bryce , 


PROMOTION IN IRISH GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS.—Questions, Mr. Field (Dublin, 
St. Patrick) ; Answer, Mr. Bryce 


Duties AND Pay oF ATTENDANTS IN THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF IRELAND.— 
Question, Mr. Hazleton (Galway, N.); Answer, Mr. Bryce 


Ir1sH AGRICULTURAL INTERESTS AND ARMY Meat Contracts.—Question, Mr. 
P. A. McHugh (Sligo, N.) ; Answer, Mr. Bryce 


SALE oF THE O'GRADY Estatz.—Question, Mr. J. P. Farrell; Answer, Mr. 
Brvce 


ERECTION OF PreR at BoNMAHON, County WATERFORD.—Question, Mr. Power 
(Waterford, E.); Answer, Mr. Bryce .. in - . . . 


Ir1sH Evicrep TENANTS—Case or Laurence McKvoy.—Question, Mr. Delany 
(Queen’s County, Ossory) : Answer, Mr. Bryce 


CoNSTRUCTION OF A CAUSEWAY AT DUNGARVAN.—Question, Mr. O’Shee (Water- 
ford, W.); Answer, Mr. Brvce 


Intanp DratnaGe SysTEM IN [ReLanp.—Question, Mr. Vincent Kennedy 


(Cavan, W.); Answer, Mr. Bryce 
QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


Nava. Orricers’ Eyesitcut.— Question, Mr. Bellairs (Lynn Regis); Answer, 
The Secretary to tie Admureity (Mr. Edmund Robertson, Dundee) 


ApmiraLty Giass ConTracts.—Question, Mr. Staveley Hill (Staffordshire, 
Kingswinford) ; Answer, Mr. Edmund Robertson 

History oF THE SourH AFRICAN War.—Questions, Mr. H.R. Mansfield (Lincoln- 
shire, Spalding) end Mr. Swift MacNeill ; Answers, The Secretary of State 
for War (Mr. Haldane, Haddingtonshire) oe ae ie Pre wa 

Army Meat CoNTRACTS.—Questions, Mr. O'Dowd (Sligo. 8.) and Lord Turnour 
(Sussex, Horsham); Answers, Mr. Haldane 


DESPATCHES TO THE COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT.—Questions, Mr. William 


‘Churchill, Manchester, N.W.) —.. 


) 
Redmond (Clare, E.); Answers, The Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, (Mi 
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TRANSVAAL TartrF.—Question, Mr. Wedgwood (Newcastle-under-Lyme) ; 
Answer, Mr. Churchill = e 


Mission Services tN MALtTa.—Questions, Mr. Sloan (Belfast), Mr. Sileock(Somer- 
setshire, Wells), and Mr. T. L. Corbett (Down, E.); Answers, Mr. Churchill 


Opium TrapE IN Inp1A.—Questions, Mr. Sloan (Belfast, S.); Answers, The Under- 
Secretary of State for India (Mr. J. Ellis, Nottinghamshire, Rushcliffe) 


GOVERNORSHIP oF Harrar.—Question, Mr. Ashley (Lancashire, Blackpool) ; 
Answer, The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (Sir Edward Grey, North- 
umberland, Berwick) 

TrapInG Sramps.—Questions, Mr. J. Ward (Stoke-on-Trent) ; Answers, The 
Secretary of State for the Home Department (Mr. Gladstone, Leeds, W.) 

THE WrecK OF THE CoURIER.—Question, Sir W. J. Collins (St. Pancras, W.) : 
Answer, Mr. Gladstone .. ee a Ae ae e 

TRANSIT OF AGRICULTURAL PROoDUCE.— Question, Mr. Joyvee (Limerick) ; 
Answer, The President of the Board of Trade (Mr. Llovyd-George, Carnarvon 
Borougis) 

Post OrricE CONTRACTS WITH THE WESTMINSTER CONSTRUCTION CoMPANY.— 
Questions, Mr. J.Ward (Stoke-on-Trent); Answers, The Postmaster-General 
(Mr. Sydney Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Poplar) .. 


GLAsSGow Post Orrice MepicaL OrricER.—Questions, Mr. Cleland (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) and Mr. Mitchell Thomson ; Answers, Mr. Sydney Buxton 


EXEMPTION FROM RatTING FOR ScHooits.—Question, Mr. J. Ward (Stoke-on- 
Trent); Answer, The President of the Board of Education (Mr. Birrell, 
Bristol, N.) 

Hicuer Epucation.—Question, Mr. Ashley ; Answer, Mr. Birrell 


St. Josepn’s ScnuooLt, HaAnpswortu.— Questions, Mr. Boland (Kerry, 8.) ; 


Answers, Mr. Birrell se io Bee a és a as 
Cuarity Commission Funp INvestMENT.—Questions, Mr. H. R. Mansfield ; 


Answers, Mr. Trevelyan 

SurHERLAND Derr Forest.—Questions. Mr. Morton (Sutherland) ; Answers, 
The Secretary for Scotland (Mr. Sinclair, Forfarshire) 

Irish Macistracy—APPoINTED FrEes.—Questions, Mr. Condon (Tipperary, E.) ; 
Answers, The Attorney General for Ireland (Mr. Cherry, Liverpool, Exchange) 

Matitow Rent Appeats.—Qvuestion, Mr. Flynn (Cork, N.); Answer, The Chief 
Secretary for Ireland (Mr. Brvce, Aberdeen, 5.) seg ; 

Catpreck Estate, QvEEN’s County.—Question, Mr. Delany (Queen’s County, 
Ossory) ; Answer, Mr. Bryce 

Irish TEACHERS.—Question. Mr. Edward Barry (Cork County, 5.); Answer, 
Mr. Bryce ae 

Irish Fisnertes.—Questiors Mr. Power (Waterford, E.) and Mr. Joyce ; 
Answers, Mr. Brvce ae = c? Ee rie eas a “ 
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Hovsine oF THE WorkKING Ciasses IN .[Rish Towns.—Question, Mr. William 
Redmond (Clare. E.); Answer, Mr. Bryce 

Irish Lunacy GRantT.—Questions, Mr. Cogan (Wicklow, E.); Answers, Mr. 
Bryce Ae 

Sueep Dippinc iN IRELAND.—Question, Mr. Delany (Queen’s County, Ossory) ; 

Answer, Mr. Bryce © - wi os ‘“ ne ” - 


Runarp Pier.—Question, Mr. Boland ; Answer, Mr. Bryce 


Kerry Evicrep TENANT.—Questions, Mr. Murphy (Kerry E.) and Mr. Flavin ; 
Answers, Mr. Bryce - 


Sate oF Leirrim Bocs.—Question, Mr. T. Smyth (Leitrim, 8.); Answer, Mr. 
Bryce ais 

Leitrim Evictrep TeEnanr.—Question, Mr. T. Smyth (Leitrim, 5.) ; Answer, Mr. 
Bryce ns 

IrtsH MacKkeREL Exports To CuHIcaco.—Question, Mr. Boland; Answer, Mr. 
3ryce 

Town Tenants Biti.—Question, Mr. Vincent Kennedy; Answer, Mr. Bryce 


Irish Poor Law Commtsston.—Questions, Mr. Barrie (Londonderry, W.) ; 
Answers, Mr. Bryce 


Macroom Gun Licence Prosecution.—Question, Mr. Sheehan (Cork County, 
Mid.) ; Answer, Mr. Bryce 


Cavan Evictep Tenant.—Question, Mr. Vincent Kennedy; Answer, Mr. 
Bryce 

INSTRUCTION IN THE IRISH LANGUAGE.—Question, Mr. Boland; Answer, Mr. 
Bryce P ‘ 

THe GaELIc LEAGUE AND THE TEACHING OF IRIsH.—Question, Mr. Boland ; 
Answer, Mr. Bryce ws : . ‘ 


IrtsH Boarp oF Works—PENSIONED OrricraLs.—Question, Mr. Joyce; 
Answer, The Financial Secretary to the Treasury (Mr. McKenna, Monmouth- 
shire, N.) es 2 i ae 

ANCIENT NaTIoNAL Monuments IN IRELAND.—Question, Mr. Hazleton (Galway, 
N.); Answer, Mr. McKenna 


Irish SiGNATURES ON Post OFFICE ORDERS.—Question, Mr. Edward Barry 
(Cork County, 8.) ; Answer, Mr. Sydney Buxton 


Mr. Justice GRANTHAM.—Question, Lord R. Cecil (Marylebone, E.), Mr. Swift 


MacNeill, Mr. Lea, Mr. John Redmond, and Mr. Patrick O’Brien; Answers, 


The Prime Minister and First Lord of the Treasury (Sir H. Campbell-Banner- 
man, Stirling Burghs). 


THE UNEMPLOYED BiLs..—Questions, Mr. Keir Hardie (Merthyr Tydvil) ; Answers, 
Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman .. si ee és as ‘ és 
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Errors In VotTiIne 


Mr. Murphy (Kerry, W.) 


SELECTION (STANDING CoMMITTEES) 


Str Witiiam Brampton Gurpon reported from the Committee of 
Selection, That they had di:charged the following Member from the Standing 
Committee on Trade (including Agriculture and Fishing) Shipping and 
Manufactures, in respect of the Dogs Bill: Mr. Weir; and had appointed in 
substitution : Mr. Leicester Harmsworth. 


Sir Witt1am Brampton Gurpon further reported from the Committee, 
That they had added to the Standing Committee on Law, and Courts of 
Justice, and Legal Procedure, the following fifteen Members, in respect of the 
Labourers (Ireland) Bill: Mr. Bryce, Mr. Attorney-General for Ireland, Mr. 
John Redmond, Mr. T. W. Russell, Mr. Hayden, Mr. Hugh Barrie, Mr. Long, 
Mr. James Campbell, Mr. William O’Brien, Mr. Clancy, Mr. O’Shee, Mr. 
McHugh, Mr. Kendal O’Brien, Captain Donelan, and Mr. Halpin. 


Sir Wittram Brampton Gurpon further reported from the Committee, 
That they had added to the Standing Committee on Law, and Courts of 
Justice, and Legal Procedure, the following fifteen Members, in respect of the 
Fatal Accidents and Sudden Deaths Inquiry (Scotland) Bill: Mr. Younger, 
Mr. Mitchell-Thomson, Mr. Gulland, Mr. Munro Ferguson, Mr. Smeaton, Mr. 
Hudson, Mr. Morton, Mr. Menzies, Mr. Murray, Mr. Findlay, Mr. Laidlaw, 
Major Anstruther-Gray, Mr. Ainsworth, Mr. M‘Kinnon Wood, and Mr. Halley 
Stewart. 


Sir Wint1Am Brampton Gurpon further reported from the Committee, 
That they had added to the Standing Committee on Law, and Courts of 
Justice, and Legal Procedure, the following fifteen Members in respect of the 
Charitable Loan Societies (Ireland) Bill: Mr. Bryce, Mr. Attornev- General 
for Ireland, Mr. John Redmond. Mr. T. W. Russell, Mr. #:avden, Mr. Barrie, 
Mr. Walter Long, Mr. James Campbell, Mr. William O’Brien, Mr. Clancy, Mr. 
O’Shee, Mr. Patrick McHugh, Mr. Kendal O’Brien, Captain Donelan, and 
Mr. Halpin. 


Sir Witt1AM Brampton Gurpon further reported from the Committee, 
That they had discharged the following Members from the Standing Com- 
mittee on Law, and Courts of Justice, and Legal Procedure, in respect of the 
Labourers (Ireland) Bill: The Lord-Advocate and Mr. Solicitor-General for 
Scotland ; and had appointed in substitution: Mr. MeKenna and Mr. 
Lundon. 


Sir Witt1am Brampron Gurpon further reported from the Committee, 
That they had discharged the following Member from the Standing Coin- 
mittee on Law, and Courts of Justice, and Legal Procedure, in respect of the 
Charitable Loan Societies (Ireland) Bill: Mr. Secretary Gladstone ; and had 
appointed in substitution : Captain Craig. 


Sir Witt1aM Brampron Gurpon further reported from the Committee, 
That they had added to the Standing Committee on Law, and Courts of 
Justice, and Legal Procedure, the following Member: Mr. Fetherstonhaugh. 


Sir Witt1AM Brampton Gurpon further reported from the Committee, 
That they had discharged the following Member from the Standing 
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Committee on Trade (including Agriculture and Fishing), Shipping, and Manu- 
factures, in respect of the Prevention of Corruption Bill [Lords]; Mr. Higham 
and had appointed in substitution : Mr. Pollard. 


Reports to lie upon the Table 
NEW BILIS. 


In‘ectious Disease (Ireland) Bill—‘“To extend The Infectious Disease 
(Notification) Act, 1889, to districts in Ireland in which it has not been 
adopted,”’ presented by Mr. Bryce ; to be read a second time upon Monday 
next, and to be printed. [Bill 259] 


Dublin Police Bill.—‘‘ To amend the Dublin Police Acts, 1837 and 1859,” 
presented by Mr. Bryce ; to be read a second time upon Monday next, and 
to be printed. [Bill 260] 

Lunacy (Ireland) Bill.—‘“ To correct a verbal error in Section 6 of The Lunacy 
(Ireland) Act, 1901,” presented by Mr. Bryce; to be read a second time 
upon Monday next, and to be printed. [Bill 261] 


sar ope: memes Bil! —Lords’ Amendment considered, and agreed 


Bankers (Ireland) Act — Bill.—‘‘ To repeal an Act passed in Ireland in 
1759 relating to bankers,” presented by Mr. Attorney-General for Ireland ; 
to be read a second time upon Monday next, and to be printed. — [Bill 262] 


Supreme Court of Judicature (Ireland) Bill.—** To amend the Judicature 
(Ireland) Acts, 1877 to 1897, and Section 6 of the Local Registration of Title 
(Ireland) Act, 1891, and the law relating to bankrupts and to the constitution 
of certain election courts in Ireland,” presented by Mr. Attorney-General for 
Ireland ; to be read a second time upon Monday next, and to be printed. 


[Bill 263] 


Post Office cae Bill.—Ordered, That Mr. Arkwright, Mr. Svdney Buxton, 
and Mr. G. Greenwood be Members of the Select Committee on the Post 
Office Sites Bill.—( Wr. Whiteley) 


Education (England and Wales) Bill. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
[Mr. Exmorr (Oldham) in the Chair. ] 
Clause 2 :— 


Lord R. Cecil (Marylebone, E.) ‘5 ‘5 ps or 
The President of the Board of E¢ Jucation (Mr. Birrell, Bristol, N.) 
Lord R. Cecil he 
Mr. Dillon (Mayo, E.) 


Question put. 


The Committee divided: Ayes, 95 ; Noes, 359, (Division List No. 135). 


Mr. Ashley (Lancashire, Blackpool) 





Page 


59 


60 


61 


61 


61 


61 


61 


61 
62 
62 


64 











TABLE OF CONTENTS. xxili 
June 19.] Page 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 2, lines 5 and 6, to leave out the words ‘ or in any way restrict 
their full control of the school.’ ””—(Mr. Ashley.) 


Question proposed, ‘‘ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the clause.” 


Mr. Dillon st = - “4 ah ee a a = 
Mr. Birrell... - = a - co, 
Sir William Anson (Orford U niversity) a a a - eo: aa 
Mr. Burdett-Coutts (Westminster) £ o ao i? a 
Lord R. Cecil ei sa es . sie es - ~ oa 


Amendment negatived. 
Mr. Rawlinson (Cambridge University) .. on as ati ee «6 TEN 
Amendment proposed— 


“In page 2, line 6, at end insert the words ‘ house during the time 
during which it is being used by the local education authority.’ ” 


Question proposed, “‘ That those words be there inserted.” 
The Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Education (Mr. Lough, 
Islington, W.) Ys *s os oe me a 7 

Mr. Talbot (Oxford U niversity) ae if ae a ie ee: 
Amendment proposed to the proposed Amendment— 

“* At end, to add the words ‘ as a public elementary school.’ ” 
Question, “ That those words be there added,” put and agreed to. 
Question proposed, “‘ That the words, as amended, be there added.” 

The Solicitor-General (Sir W. Robson, South Shields) 

Mr. Laurence Hardy (Kent, Ashford) 

Mr. Dillon 


Mr. A. J. Balfour (C iy of London) | 
Mr. Birrel! oe 


sTst J sj] =] 


H Co Co O98 bo 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Amendment proposed— 


** In page 2, line 6, at end, to add the words ‘ as a public elementary 


school.’ ”°—(Mr. Talbot.) 
Question—** That those words be there added ”— put and agreed to. 

Mr. Austin Taylor (Liverpccl, East Toxteth)  .. ‘ = .. 74 
Amendment proposed— 


** In page 2, line 6, at the end of the second sub-section, to add, ‘And 
save so far as any stipulation which may be made for giving in the schoolg 
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such Christian teaching as may be given in the schools under Section 14 
of the Elementary Education Act of 1870.’ ” 


Question proposed, ** That those words be there added.” 


Dr. Macnamara As xe rad Me Ar. a a bg 76 
Mr. A. J. Balfour .. - » ies My as a, arumee(; 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. Middlemore (Birmingham, N.) se me a af 
Amendment proposed—- 
“Tn page 2, line 7, to leave out Sub-section (2).”—(.Mr. Middlemore.) 


Question proposed, ** That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the 


clause.” 

Mr. Birrell .. wi Yi 3 ad ae + ue ae 79 
Mr. Evelyn Cecil (Aston Manor) = 23 a a <. SE 
Sir Gilbert Parker (Gravesend) &: - oe BA f ae 80 
The Solicitor-General (Sir W. Robson, South Shields) — .. W .. 84 
Sir William Anson an a + Bs re ff ae 84 
Mr. Dillon .. ss ee = ie i ee o .. 8&6 
Mr. Rawlinson eis Gig si vs ne 3 aie Por 87 
Sir E. Carson (Dublin University) sh ~ Ne Ed <p 100 
Mr. Birrell .. ah <: m3 oe oP A me .. 88 
Mr. Nield (Middleser, Ealing) _ es rs Pe aA ; 88 
Mr. A. J. Balfour .. 3 fe i as i 2s we 190) 
Mr. Middlemore we of aie ‘s oe oe se ee 90 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawi. 


Lord Balcarres (Lancashire, Chorley) i + rr 4 » 
Amendment proposed— 
“In page 2, line 10, after the word ‘ section,’ to insert the words 
‘as far as possible in accordance with the terms of the trust.’ ””—(Lord 


Balcarres.) 


Question proposed, * That those words be there inserted.” 


Mr. Birrell .. 55 3 f, Is oe ne ay .. 98 
Sir E. Carson ee 3 = Li, ces ms Sis 91 
Mr. Laurence Hardy a ne = zd a 23 -» 9 
Mr. Birrell .. ff me me i 25 bi, = .. 92 
Mr. A. J. Balfour .. ee es e sia = i 
Lord R. Cecil ais ets ene ata ats ch os sis 92 
Sir W. Robson ve 9 e os a mi Ae xe OS 
Mr. Clavell Salter (Hants, Basingstoke) .. ee om u hes 93 
Sir Francis Powell (Wigan) = a me G ey i 


Mr. Horridge (Manchester, E.) id bs Ms =f . = 
Sir E. Carson ; ‘ 95 
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Question put— 
The Committee divided: Ayes, 105; Noes, 414. (Division List No. 136.) 

Lord R. Cecil sh Se ae us a me ee a 
Amendment proposed— 


* Tn page 2, lines 10 to 15, to leave out the words, ‘ and in the time 
during which the local education authority have not the use of the 
schoolhouse under any such arrangement, to use the schoolhouses for 
any purpose they think fit, subject nevertheless to any statutory pro- 
visions under which the use of the schoolhouse or any room therein may 
be required for public purposes.’ ”—(Lord R. Cecil.) 


Question proposed, “ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the clause.” 


Mr. Birrell ad ee as ; ae os .. 101 
Mr. Rogers (Wiltshire, Devizes) — .. : if - ae .. 102 
Mr. Birrell .. a. a 2, , M: a me .. 103 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Amendment proposed— 


* In page 2, line 16, to leave out Sub-section (3).”’—(Mr. Laurence 


Hardy.) 


Question proposed, “* That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the clause.” 


Mr.Lough .. ..  .. «. s = te Sa 
a eer er 
Question put. ° 


The Committee divided: Ayes, 364; Noes, 77. (Division List, No. 137.) 
Lord R. Cecil x es rat ne . ; a -. 109 
Amendment proposed— 

Tn page 2, line 17, after the word ‘ shall,’ to insert the words * in 
respect only of its conduct as a public elementary school by the local 
education authority, and to the extent only of such conduct.’ ”’—(Lord 
R. Cecil.) 

Question proposed, ‘* That those words be there inserted.” 


Mr. Butcher a ae ee UF ic ee ae .. 109 
Mr. Birrell .. a? Ne of Bi a ss 2 .. 109 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. Rawlinson rf us sa & PP ae me -« 210 
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Amendment proposed— 


‘In page 2, line 18, after the word ‘ deemed,’ to insert the words 
‘during school hours.’ =. (Mr. Rawlinson.) 





Question proposed, ‘f That those words be there inserted.” 
prop , 


Mr. A. J. Balfour .. re ¥e & - as - co 20 
Mr. Birrell .. se a of x ‘. ae e ace EE 
Sir E. Carson se ie a _ AF Ke i .. Lil 
Mr. A. J. Balfour ts ite = a ae ne se Wl 
Lord R. Cecil ” Lo ors ag me: 2; 7 «- “EE 
Mr. Dillon .. ue _ = 05 i, oe - ae EY 
Mr. A.J. Balfour... sg ‘es as i = ut oe BZ 
Sir Francis Powell .. ot 8 Bs a ay Ly go eS 
Mr. Birrell .. “ Ss be ” us is a .. 14 


Question put, and negatived. 
Mr. Lough .. Bes she i ay 4 i ae .. id 
Amendment proposed— 
“ Tn page 2, line 23, at end, to add the words, ‘ (5) Nothing in this section 
shall prevent the granting or requiring of facilities for special religious instruc- 
tion in accordance with this Act, or prevent a local education authority, as 
a condition of an arrangement made under this section with respect to the use 
of the schoolhouse of an existing voluntary school, from giving an undertaking 
to give religious instruction which does not conflict with Section 14, of 
the Elementary Education Act, 1870, in the school.’ ”°—(Mr. Lough.) 
Question proposed, “* That those words be there added.” 
Sir W. Anson - “s - ne * “3 ve .. 115 
Amendment to the proposed Amendment proposed— 


“Tn line 2, to leave out the word ‘ special.’ ”°—(Sir William Anson.) 


Question proposed “ That the word ‘ special’ stand part of the proposed 
Amendment.” 


Dr. Macnamara of - bs st id rs a ae 215 
Lord R. Cecil 5s ae en nr. es ms Sy «ws 26 


Amendment to proposed Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “‘ That Clause 2, as amended, stand 
part of the Bill.” 


Sir Henry Craik (Glasgow and Aberdeen Universities) .. a 36 
Mr. J. Ramsay Macdonald nF ¥ ““ ei “ie .. 118 
Mr. Butcher - a “5 ie a a - 
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Lord Morpeth (Birmingham, 8S.) .. x - - de “a! 
Mr. Wyndham (Dover) nd * 7” “e ake v4 .. 123 
Dr. Macnamara a es - he me ae ~ .. 126 
Mr. A. J. Balfour .. ae ate a a ee ae se 928 
Mr. Birrell a3 re ee me és ae = .- 13l 
Colonel Williams (Dorsetshire, W.) oi e - oi .. 133 


And, it being half-past Ten of the clock, the Chairman proceeded, 
pursuant to the Order of the House of June 18th, to put forthwith the Ques- 
tion, “* That the clause, as amended, stand part of the Bill.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 424; Noes, 109. (Division List No. 138.) 


Motion made, and Question, “ That the Chairman do report progress, and 
ask leave to sit again ””—(Mr. Lough)—put, and agreed to. 


Committee report Progress ; to sit again To-morrow. 
Great Northern Railway (Ireland) Bill—Order for consideration read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “* That the Bill, as amended, be now 
considered.” 


Mr. MacVeagh (Down, 8S.) a =a ad = on .. 140 
Mr. Keir Hardie (Merthyr Tydvil) e Bs es oe .. 141 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That the debate be adjourned.”— 
(Ur, MacV eagh.) 


Sir Frederick Banbury (Camberwell, Peckham) .. = - -. 14) 
Mr. Dalziel (Kirkcaldy Burghs) , a8 ey os ee . tn 
Mr, A. J. Balfour ‘ + a ce - és ae 
Mr, Asquith 33 = me a 2 Se 
Mr. Claude Hay (Shoredite h, Hoxton) as <<. ae 
The Chairman of Ways and Means (Mr. 2 7mmott, Oldham) ” .. 148 
Mr. T. W. Russell (Tyrone, 8.) m ie a - i” -. 


Question put, and agreed to. 
Debate to be resumed to-morrow. 


Adjourned at a quarter after Eleven o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS: WEDNESDAY. 20th JUNE, 19056. 
The House met at a Quarter before Three of the Clock. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Electric Power Bill ; Haslingden Cor- 


poration Bill [Lords].—As amended, to be considered to-morrow .. 145 
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Great Northern Railway Bill (By Orper).—Order read, for resuming Ad- 
journed Debate on Question [19th June], “‘ That the Bill, as amended, be 
now considered.” 


Ordered, That the Debate be further adjourned till Monday next, at a 
quarter-past Eight of the clock .. és a - “ - ee 


PETITIONS. 


EpucaTIon (ENGLAND AND WaLeEs) Briu.—Petitions against ; from Aberdovey ; 
Babworth; Bosley; Brighton; Deddington; Donisthorpe; Drayton; 
Easthampstead (two); Elvaton (two); Everton; Great and Little 
Chesterford; Lacock ; Paddington; and Walton-on-Trent ; to lie upon the 


Table 


EpvucaTion (ENGLAND AND WaALEs) Bitt (ReLIcious TEACHING).—Petitions 
against alteration of Law ; from Ball’s Pond ; Bartlow (two); Bottisham ; 
Brinkley (two); Castle Camps; Castle Eden; Cheltenham; Chettisham 
(two); Cheveley (two): Christ Church and Upper St. Leonards ; Duxford 
(two); Fen Ditton; Fordham (two); Hildersham (two): Hinxton (two) ; 
Horningsey ; Ickleton (two); Isleham (two); Kennett (two): Linton 
(two) ; Lode (two) ; Middlestown (two) ; Pampisford ; ; Sawston ; Sherman- 
bury ; Snailwell; Soham; Stetchworth ; Steyning ; Stow cum Quy (two) ; 
Stuntney ; Weston Colville; West Wickham : and Wicken ; ; to lie upon 
the Table .. ; he rr ; ee oe _ 


InranT Lire Protection.—Petitions for alteration of Law ; from Bartoa-upon- 
Irwell ; and Driffield ; to lie upon the Table’ 


Polsons AND PHarMAcy BiLi[Lorps].—Petitions for alteration ; from Bedford- 
shire (South); Brighton; Cardiff, Cowbridge, znd Llantrissant: Derby 
(West); Derbyshire (‘North East); Eccles (two); Eckington: Hanley ; 
Hastings (two); Islington (North) (two): Kensington (North); Kirkby 
Stephen; Kirkcaldy ; Luton: Merthyr Tydfil (two): Nottingham (East) ; 
Twickenham (two); Wakefield; Westmoreland (North); and Whitby ; 
to lie upon the Table 

PoLuinc ARRANGEMENTS (PARLIAMENTARY Borovucus) sorDds].—Petition 

from Hackney, for alteration ; to lie upon the Table 





RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


CoLoniaL Reports (ANNvAL).—Copies presented, of Colonial Report No. 484 
(Bermuda, Annual Report for 1905) and 485 (Hong Kong, Annual Report for 
1905, [by Command]; to lie upon the Table xs 


SUPERANNUATION Act, 1859.—Copy presented, of Treasury Minute, dated 
16th June, 1906, respecting the addition of years to be assigned, for pension 
purposes, to certain offices under the Board of Education [by Act]; to lie 
upon the Table 


Civit List Penstons.—Copy presented, of List of all Pensions granted during 

~ year ended 31st March, 1906, and payable under the provisions of Section 
9 (1) of The Civil List Act, 1901 [by bie to lie upon the Table, and to be 

printed. [No. 205.] ; a eae Vets oe Ac 
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GREENWICH HospiTaL AND TRaveRs’ Founpation.—Copy presented, of State- 
ment of the estimated Income and Expenditure of Greenwich Hospital and 
of Travers’ Foundation for the year 1906-7 [by Act]; to lie upon the Table, 
and to be printed. [No. 206.] 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


PROVISION FOR WIDOW AND CHILDREN OF LATE Petty Orricer Georce Howe. 
—Question, Mr. Courthope (Sussex, Rye); Answer, Mr. Edmund Robertson 


PuBLICATION oF INspectToR’s Report ON THE Case OF M’GLone.—Question, 
Mr. Ginnell (Westmeath, N.); Answer, Mr. Bryce 


PUBLICATION OF INFORMATION BY THE IRISH BoARD oF INTERMEDIATE EDUCATION. 
—Question. Mr. Dillon (Mayo, E.): Answer, Mr. Bryce 


Irish Evicrep Tenanrs—CLtatw or Mary Anne Mortianp.—Question, 
Mr. McVeigi (Donegal, E.); Answer, Mr. Bryce 


Case oF JoHN Riorpan.—Question, Mr. Flynn (Cork, N.); Answer, Mr. Bryce 


Report OF THE IRIsH CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE OF EDUCATION.—Question, Mr. 
Walter Long (Dublin, 8.) ; Answer, Mr. Bryce ie oe Ce w 


SALE OF THE RopertTs Estate, County Loncrorp.—Question, Mr. J. P. 


Farrell (Longford, N.); Answer, Mr. Bryce .. Pe be ai io 
REFUSAL OF GUN LIcENCE To MR, DANIEL Casey.—Question, Mr. Power (Water- 
ford, E.); Answer, Mr. Bryce * 4 - ‘ie - ‘i 


Roya. Irish CoNSTABULARY SERGEANTS IN BELFAST WITH OVER THIRTY YEARS’ 
SERVICE.—Question, Mr. Sloan (Belfast, 8.) ; Answer, Mr. Bryce 


Sergeant Lone, Roya Irtsh ConstasuLary.—Question, Mr. McKillop 
(Armagh, 8.) : Answer, Mr. Bryce - Sa a4 


RELIGIOUS Persuasion OF RoyAL IRISH CONSTABULARY SERGEANT STATIONED 
AT Pon?ypass.—Question, Mr. McKillop; Answer, Mr. Bryce 


PRESSURE FOR PAYMENT OF RENTS ON THE FAULKNER Estate.—Question, Mr. 
Hammond (Carlow) ; Answer, Mr. Bryce 


RESIDENCE IN PRECINCTS OF WORKHOUSE OF FAMILY OF THE MAsTER.—Question, 
Mr. Mac Veagh (Down, 8.) ; Answer, Mr. Bryce 


Reicious INstrucTION OF CATHOLIC CHILDREN IN ARMAGH WoRKHOUSE.— 
Question, Mr. MacYeagh ; Answer, Mr, Bryce 


RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS OF CouNTY ARMAGH POLICE Force.—Question, 
Mr. MacVeagh ; Answer, Mr. Bryce... us a en + wi 


PoRTUGUESE KAFFIRS IN THE WITWATERSRAND MINES.—Question, Mr. Nield 
(Middlesex, Ealing) ; Answer, Mr. Churchill ke ae ~¢ ae 


CHINESE TRANSLATION OF THE REPARTRIATION PROCLAMATION.—Questioa, Mr. 
Verney (Buckinghamshire, N.); Answer, Mr. Churchill .. a 
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148 


149 


194 
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Waces In Royat Dockyarps.—Question, Mr. J. Williams Benn (Devonport) ; 
Answer, Mr. Edmund Robertson 


ARMING OF “ County ” Ciass or CRUISERS.—Question, Mr. Nield ; Answer, Mr. 
Edmund Robertson sis 


CHATHAM DockYARD DIscHARGES.—Question, Mr. E. H. Lamb (Rochester) ; 
Answer, Mr. Edmund Robertson P : i 


CHATHAM DocKYARD AND THE Repair oF H.M.S. ‘“ Monracu.”’—Question, 
Mr. E. H. Lamb; Answer, Mr. Edmund Robertson 


Tue Hype Park Fountrain.—Question, Mr. Lloyd Morgan (Carmarthenshire, 
W.); Answer, Mr. Harcourt 


ProcepURE CoMMITTEE—DATE or Next MEETING. 
(Longford, 8.) ; Answer, Sir Henry Fowler 





Question, Mr. Blake 


MAINTENANCE AND Work OF THE IMPERIAL [NstItuTE.—Question, Mr. Laidlaw 


(Renfrewshire, 8.) ; Answer, Mr. Lloyd-George 


STaFF OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE.—Question, Mr. Laidlaw ; Answer, Mr. Lloyd- 
George ae es ae i a es a ae as 


CHECKING OF THE BoarRD OF TRADE Customs RETURNS.—Qvestion, Mr. Claude 
Hay (Shoreditch, Hoxton) ; Answer, Mr. McKenna 


INCREASED CHARGE FOR ORDNANCE Maps.—Question, Mr. Lloyd Morgan ; 
Answer, Sir Edward Strachey 
British Forestry.—Question, Mr. Herbert Roberts (Denbighshire, W.) ; 


Answer, Sir Edward Strachey 


PayMENT OF SCHOOL GRANTS.— Question, Sir Carne Rasch (Essex, Chelmsford) ; 
Answer, Mr. Birrell 


NATIONAL GALLERY AND THE CHANTREY BEQuEest Funp.—Question, Mr. 
Middlemore (Birmingham, N.); Answer, Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


FERMAN NavaL ProGRAMME.—Question, Mr. Beauchamp (Suffolk, Lowestoft) ; 
Answer, The Secretary to the Admiralty (Mr. Edmund Robertson, Dundee) 


ApMIRALTY ContRAcTs AND TRADES Union WaGes.—Question, Mr. Keir Hardie 
(Merthyr Tydvil) ; Answer, Mr. Edmund Robertson 


Gun Practice IN THE THAMES Estuary.— Question, Mr. Whitehead (Essex, 
S.E.); Answer, The Financial Secretary to the War Office (Mr. Buchanan, 
Perthshire, E.) 


Snoesury Batrery Gun Practice. — Questions, Mr. Whitehead ; Answers, 
Mr. Buchanan oe a, 


IRELAND AND ArMY Meat Contracts.— Question, Mr. Edward Barry (Cork. 
S.) ; 
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Answer, Mr. Buchanan 
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Tue Unrest 1n Bencat.—Question, Mr. O’Grady (Leeds, E.); Answer, The 
Secretary of State for India (Mr. Morley, Montrose Burghs) a .- 166 


Raitway Rates rrom Detacoa Bay.—Question, Mr. O’Grady ; Answer, The 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies (Mr. Churchill, Manchester, N.W.) 


REPATRIATIONPROCLAMATION.—Questions, Mr.Gooch( Bath), Mr. Verney,(Bucking- 
hamshire, N.) and Mr. Bottomley (Hackney, S.); Answers, Mr. Churchill 167 


ZuLu PRISONERS AND THE KIMBERLEY MINEs.—Questions, Mr. Byles (Salford, 
N.), Mr. Swift MacNeill alate $ ye Mr. J. Ward, Stoke-on- eee An- 


swers, Mr. Churchill 168 
THE Native REBELLION IN SoutH Arrica.—Question, Mr. Byles; Answer, Mr. 
Churchill i a me ne “e <i Ne Pee .. 168 
Martiat Law tn Natat.—Questions, Mr. Byles ; Answers, Mr. Churchill 3 169: 
THE Maceponian Bupcer.—Question, Mr. Lynch (Yorkshire, W.R. Ripon) ; 
Answer, The Secretary to the Local Government Board (Mr. Runciman for 
Sir Edward Grey) see ‘ i 3 - ‘a <i 
EXPERIMENTS ON Living ANIMALS.—Question, Mr. Smeaton (Stirlingshire) ; 
Answer, The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Mr. Gladstone, 
Leeds, W.) i ro re ne a see a 5 wa MIO 
WoORKMEN’S COMPENSATION [NSURANCES.—Question, Mr. Wedgewood (New- 
castle-under-Lyne) ; Answer, Mr. Gladstone .. oi ae oe xx EEO 
Prussian CIGARETTE Makers.—Question, Mr. Pickersgill (Bethnal Green) ; 
Answer, Mr. Gladstone .. Ni bef a oA #3 PS we ee 
Convicts’ LiceNcEs.—Question, Mr. Pikersgill ; Answer, Mr. Gladstone ~, il 
MERCHANDISE Marks.—Questions, Mr. Seddon and Mr. Pane (Northampton) ; 
Answers, The President of the Board of Trade (Mr. Lloyd-George, Carn- 
arvon Burghs) 3 Re ie 2. an x os oe ~« SE 
GLAMORGAN Epucation AuTHOoRITY.—Question, Lord Balearres (Lancashire, 
Chorley) ; Answer, The President of the Board of Education (Mr. Birrell, 
Bristol) ty os = ee % a ay as ay w= Iie 
GOVERNMENT AMENDMENTS TO THE EpucaTion BILL—CLausE 4.—Questions, 
Sir William Anson (Oxford University) and Mr. A. J. Balfour (City of 
London) ; Answers, Mr. Birrell _ ie Y " a i ite 
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SHEEP Dippina (NortH or ENGLAND) OrnDER.—Question, Mr. Trevelyan; Answer, 
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IrIsH TENANT eigen Mr. Ginnell; Answer, The Attorney-Gener.! 
for Ireland (Mr. Cherry, Liverpool) — .. a = oA ina .. L7d 


Doe Licences.—Question, Mr. McKillop (Armagh, 8.) ; Answer, Mr. Cherry .. 175 
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IrisH LAND PURCHASE—CAPPALOUGHLIN EsTaTE, QUEEN’s CouNTY.—Questions 
Mr. Delany (Queen’s Courty, Ossory) and Mr. Kilbride (Kildare, 8.) ; 
Answer, The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. Bryce, Aberdeen, 8.) 


LoncrorD Estate, MALLow.—Question, \.r. Flynn (Cork County, N.); Answet, 
Mr. Bryce 

Ma.iow Evicrep TENANT.—Question, Mr. Flynn ; Answer, Mr. Bryce 

Irish INrERMEDIATE BoaRp or Epucarion RubLes.—Questions, Mr. Thomas 


O’ Donnell (Kerry), Mr. Lonsdale (Armagh, Mid.), Mr. Dillon - iyo, K.), and 
Mr. John Redmond (Waterford) ; Answer, Mr. Bryce 


Irish TENAN?T’s Occupation INTEREST.—Question, Mr. Ginnell; Answer, Mr. 
Bryce 

Heaprorr Evicrep TENANTS.—Question, Mr. Murphy (Kerry, E.); Answer, 
Mr. Bryce 

Irish TEACHERS’ CApiITaTION GRANTS.—Question, Mr. Murphy; Answer, Mr. 
Bryce 

Irish Lanp ComMMIss1on.—Question, Mr. Sloan (Belfast, 8.) ; Answer, Mr. Bryce 

Irish Lanp CLeRKs.—Question, Mr, Sloan ; Answer, Mr. Bryce 

Batirxa Evicrep TrENANt.—Question, Mr. Halpin (Clare, W.); Answer, 
Mr. Bryce 

DANMANWAY EstaTE—CooLsnactTia Evicrep TENANT.—Question, Mr. Edward 
Barry (Cork County) ; Answer, Mr. Bryce 

Irish Lanp Commission StTAFF.—Questions, Mr. Sloan and Mr. Delany ; 
Answer, Mr. Bryce 

Banpon Estate Evicrep Tenants.—Question, Mr. Edward Barry ; Answer, 
Mr. Bryce 

Dunmanway CoTraGE SCHEME.—Question, Mr. Sheehan (Cork County, Mid.) ; 
Answer, Mr. Bryce 

Bevan Estate, County Limertck.—Question, Mr. Lundon (Limerick, E.) ; 
Answer, Mr. srvce.. 


Mayor McBripre.—Question, Mr. Lonsdale ; Answer, Mr. Bryce 


Rossmore Evicrep TENANTs.—Question, Mr. O'Shaughnessy (Limerick) ; 
Answee, Mr. Bryce 


NanTENAN Evicrep TENANT.—Question, Mr. O'Shaughnessy; Answer, Mr. 
Bryce 
RaHEEN EvicreD TENANT.—Question, Mr. O’Shaughnessy; Answer, Mr. 


Bryce 


KNicutT or Guien’s Estate, LimertckK.—Question, Mr. O'Shaughnessy ; Answer, 
Mr. Bryce es ae i an + S, A a oie 


Page 


176 


178 


178 


182 


184 


184 
184 


185 


186 


188 


188 


189 


189 


190 


190 


191 








SE 


Pu 


VO 








TABLE OF CONTENTS. XXXiil 


June 20.) 


County Limerick Evicrep TENANT.—Question, Mr. O'Shaughnessy ; Answer, 
Mr. Bryce .. 


Irish Lanp CHANCELLOR’S SALARY.—Question, Mr. Fullerton (Cumberland, 
Egremont) ; Answer, Mr. Bryce - - 


EMIGRATION FROM IRELAND.—Question, Mr. Dolan (Leitrim, N.); Answer 
Mr. Bryce re 


LAaBouRERS Acts LoANS—Rartes oF INTEREST IN THE NorrH Dusitn District. 
—Question, Mr. M. Clancy (Dublin County), Mr. Hayden (Roscommon, 5.), 
and Mr. Flavin (Kerry, N.); Answer, Mr. Bryce - ; 


IntsH TRADE Sratistics.—Questions, Mr. Thomas O’ Donnell and Mr. Flynn ; 
Answer, Mr. Lloyd-George 


ALLEGED DISORDERS IN THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.—Question, Mr. Fullerton ; 
Answer, The Prime Minister and First Lord of the Treasury (Sir H. Campbell 
Bannerman (Stirling Burghs) 


THe UNemeLoyep Brit.—Question, Mr. Pickersgill (Bethnal Green), and Mr. 
Keir Hardie ; Answer, Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman 


CoLontAL Vore.—Question, Mr. A. E. W. Mason (Coventry), and Sir J. Dickson- 
Poynder (Wiltshire, Chippenham); Answer, Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman 


Scottish EstimaTEs.—Question, Mr. Smeaton (Stirlingshire) ; Answer, Sir H. 
Campbell-Bannerman , 


STANDING CoMMITTEE ON Law, &c.—Ordered, That the Standing Committee 
on Law have leave to sit To-morrow during the sitting of the House for the 
consideration of the Workmen’s Compensation Bill.—(.Wr. Herbert Samuel) 


Dogs Bitt.—Reported from the Standing Committee on Trade, &c., with 
Amendments. 


Ordered, That the Report do lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 207.] 


Ordered, That the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Standing Com- 
mittee be printed. [No. 207.] : 


Ordered, That the Bill, as amended (in the Standing Committee), be 
taken into consideration To-morrow, and be printed. [Bill 264.] .. 


SELECTION (STANDING CoMMITTEES).—Sir WILLIAM BRAMPTON GURDON reported 
from the Committee of Selection, That they had discharged the following 
Member from the Standing Committee on Law, and Courts of Justice, and 
Legal Procedure, in respect to the Fatal Accidents and Sudden Deaths 
Inquiry (Scotland) Bill:—Mr. M‘Kinnon Wood; and had appointed in 
substitution, Mr. Cleland. 


Report to lie upon the Table = os 


PusLic Petitions CoMMITTEE.—Fifth Report brought up, and read ; to lie upon 
the Table, and to be printed... re xe <a i éa Me 
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Dustin Poticr Bru.—Ordered, That the Examiners of Petitions for Private 
Bills do examine the Dublin Police Bill with respect to compliance with the 
Standing Orders relative to Private Bills—(Mr. Bryce) .. es <. 3 
NEW BILLS. 
Strangers in Blood Interpretation Bill—‘ To interpret the meaning of the 
term stranger in blood under the Legacy and Succession Duty Acts,” pre- 
sented by Sir William Bull; to be read a second time upon Monday, July 
9th, and to be printed. [Bill 265.) tw. é¢ es ne me .. 
Education (England and Wales) Bill. 
wa 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
[Mr. Emmott (Oldham) in the Chair.] 
Clause 3 :— 
Mr. Pike Pease (Darlington) me i Pe a vs ~- 197 
Amendment proposed— 


“In page 2, line 24, to leave out the word ‘if.’ ”—(Mr. Pike Pease.) 


Question proposed, “ That the word ‘if’ stand part of the clause.” 


The President of the Board of Education - Mr. Birrell, Bristol, N.) .. 199 
Mr. Dillon (Mayo, E.) ; Re .. 202 
Mr. Butcher (Cambridge U niversity) te .. 203 
The Solicitor-General (Mr. Robson, South Shields) a te x “206 
Mr. Walter Long (Dublin, 8.) Be ee > a0 we Coe 
Mr. Birrell .. 28 ea >. a on .. 208 
Lord R. Cecil (Marylebone, E. ) ne a ¥ fe: Ae 23 “ae0 
Mr. Channing (Northamptonshire, E.)  .. #2 7 Sy . 28 
Lord Balcarres (Lancashire, Chorley) ; me kp 22 
Mr. Samuel Roberts (Sheffield, Ecclesall) .. ah %: a .. 21 
Mr. Samuel Evans (Glamorganshire, Mid.) re e a is Gale 
Sir Gilbert Parker (Gravesend) “ os me a - .. 214 
Mr. Harwood (Bolton) ae if ne me .. 215 
Mr. Herbert (Buckinghamshire, W ycombe) me By i» ‘BED 
Mr. A.J. Balfour... Ps oe ae ie +3) 26 
Mr. Leif Jones (W estmoreland, Appleby) 3 ms ‘ca = -. 38 
Mr. Birrell... a re Le e -. ong 


Question put. 
The Committee divided :—Ayes, 387; Noes, 99. (Division List No. 139.) 

Mr. Massie (Wutshire, Cricklade) ee ne ae a rae 73 
Amendment proposed— 


“In page 2, line 25, to leave out the words ‘ of some special character,’ 
and insert the words ‘ in accordance with the provisions of the trust deed.’ ” 
—(Mr. Massie.) 
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Question proposed, “‘ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the 
clause.” 


The Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Education (Mr. Lough, 


Islington, W.) .. id a 2% .. 225 
Mr. Austen Taylor ( Liverpool, East Posteth + 1? x .. 226 
Lord R. Cecil .. es ne & en ae as Oal 
Dr. Macnamara (C amberwell, N. ee x af es Xe .. 227 
Sir E. Carson (Dublin Univ nial me oe - se ~» 2a 
Sur W. Robson mh sts or a ee a .. 228 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Sur FE. Carson ee es os a 5 ei s: .. 228 
Amendment proposed— 
** In page 2, line 25, after the word ‘ character ’ insert the words ‘ in 
accordance with the trust,if any,on which the school has been previously 


held, and.’ ”—(Sir E. Carson.) 


Question proposed, “ That those words be there inserted.” 


Mr. Laurence Hardy (Kent, Ashford) we a a: .. 229 
Mr. Perks (Lancashire, Louth) es 4 os .. 229 
Mr. Austin Taylor ae af * : 7 .. 230 
Sir W. Robson af nf ne Ee S: a -, .. 230 
Mr. A. J. Balfoui .. af Re ; aS * -. 2a 


Lord oe Cecil ; : oe mn a? .. Bde 
Mr. J. W. Wilson (W orcestershire, N,) 233 
Mr. Stuart W ortley ( sia Id, ; Hallam me és 2335 
Sir E. Carson ; is es = .. 2033 
Sir W. Robson 2: 
Mr. Harwood 2 
Question put. 
The Committee divided :—Ayes, 94; Noes, 388. (Division List No. 140.) 
Lord R. Cecil ns oN be Ag a a oe .. 239 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 2, line 31, after the word ‘ schoolhouse,’ to insert the 
words ‘or if the parents of fifteen children attending a transferred 
voluntary school desire such facilities.’ ”—(Lord R. Cee.) as e: 


Question proposed, “‘ That those words be there inserted.” 


Mr. Masterman (West Ham, N.) .. “ ae es .. 242 
Mr. Lough .. wie me 6 - : = .. 243 
Sir Wiliam Anson ts a, Sa = a — .. 244 
Mr. Verney (Bucks, N.) .. a 2, : as ; . 245 
Mr. Laurence Hardy pas dis . #3 . 245 
Dr. Macnamara ie ie : ~. 245 
Mr. Wyndham (Dov er) a zs "4 ies - .. 246 
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Mr. Samuel Evans 

Earl Percy (Kensington, S. ¥ 

Mr. Rawlinson (Cambridge University) 
Mr. Birrell ha bs ak 
Mr. A. J. Balfour 

Sir W. Robson 

Lord Balcarres ~ 

Mr. Nussey (Pontefract) ; 
Colonel Williams (Dorsetshire, W.) 
Mr. L. W. Russell (Tyrone, 8.) 

Mr. J. Ward (Stoke-on-Trent) 

Mr. Nield (Middlesex, Ealing) 

Mr. Rees ‘iad en 
Mr. Birrell 


Question put. 

The Committee divided :—Ayes, 78; Noes, 285. (Division List No. 141.) 
Mr. J. W. Wilson 

Amendment proposed— 


* In page 2, line 54, to leave out from the word ‘ receive,’ to the end 
of the Sub-section, and insert the words ‘ such instruction.’ ’—(Mr. 


J. W. Wilson.) 


Question proposed, “ That the words ‘ that instruction ’ stand part of the 
Clause.” 


Mr. Birrell .. ah 

Mr. A. J. Balfour va 

Mr. Perks (Lincolnshire, Louth) 
Mr. Birrell ans as 

Mr. Stuart Wortley 

Mr. Soares (Devonshire, Barnstaple) 
Mr. Birrell ts 5 : 
Sir W. Robson 

Lord R. Cecil Se 

Mr. Leif Jones 

Mr. Birrell .. es 

Mr. A. J. Balfour 


And, it being half-past Ten of the Clock, the Chairman proceeded, pursuant 
to the Order of the House of the 18th June to put forthwith the Question 
on the Amendment alreadygproposed from the Chair. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 352; Noes, 159. (Division List No. 142.) 


Motion made, and Question put, * That the Chairman do report Progress ; 
and ask leave to sit again.” —(.Mr. George Whiteley.) 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 417 ; Noes, 101. (Division List No. 143.) 


Committee report Progress ; to sit again upon Monday next. 
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Limited Partnerships Bill ({Loxps}. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
Clause 1 :— 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That Clause 1 stand part of the 
Bill.” 


Committee report Progress ; to sit again To-morrow és - .. 295 


Summary Jurisdiction (Children) Bill. —Order for Second Reading read, and 
discharged. Bill withdrawn .. ; e oe pS Se «« 295 


Pusiic TRusTEE [Expenses ].—Committee to consider of authorising the charge 
on the Consolidated Fund of such sums as may be required to make good any 
liabilities incurred by the public trustee, or his officers, appointed under any 
Act of the present session to provide for the appointment of a public trustee, 
and of authorising the payment, out of moneys provided by Parliament, of 
the salaries or remuneration of the public trustee and his officers, and of other 
expenses incurred by them in pursuance of such Act (King’s Recommenda- 
tion signified), To-morrow.—(Mr. George Whiteley.) ee “7 -- 299 


LABOURERS (IRELAND) [ADVANCES].—Committee to consider of authorising the 
repayment to the Ireland Development Grant, out of moneys provided by 
Parliament, of such sums as may be advanced in any financial year out of that 
fund, in pursuance of any Act of the present session to amend the law relating 
to labourers in Ireland, and to make provision with respect to the application 
of portion of the Ireland Development Grant (King’s Recommendation 
signified), To-morrow.—(Mr. George Whiteley.) sa a iv -- 296 


Adjourned at nine minutes after Eleven o'clock. 


HOUSE OF LORDS: THURSDAY, 2Ist JUNE, 1906. 

The Lorp Wiaan (E£. Crawford) took the Oath. 

PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 

The Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted the House, That the Clerk of the Parliaments 
had laid upon the Table the Certificate from the Examiners that the Standing 
Orders applicable to the following Bill have been complied with: Buck- 
haven, Methill, Innerleven Burgh Extension. 


The same was ordered to lie on the Table .. - = ae s 27 


Mersey Docks and Harbour Board Bill LH. L.].—Commons Amendments 
considered, and agreed to .. . 2 i as Ks .. 297 


Dowlais Gas Bill.— Reported, with Amendments - S Er .. 297 
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Baker Street and Waterloo Railway Bill—Committed _.. Ke «+ 207 


Lancashire Electric Power Bill—Committed : The Committee to be pro- 
posed by the Committee of Selection .. - es 9 is + 
St. Pancras Electricity Bill; Tottenham and Edmonton Gas Bill; Metro- 
politan District Railway Bill—Committed .. - i ~~ OF | 
| 
Kettering Water Bill —Committed for Monday next .. de o + I 4 
Middlesex County Council (General Powers) Bill; North West London 
Railway Bill; Bristol Corporation Bill. Committed: The Committees 
to be proposed by the Committee of Selection .. és 207 
Local Government Provisional Orders (Gas) Bill.— Committed : The Com- 
mittee to be proposed by the Committee of Selection .. ai 3 23 “207 
] 
Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill —Local 
Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders (No. 3) Bill; Local Government 
Provisional Orders (No. 7) Bill. Committed toa Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow .. ! 297 
RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
CoLoNIEs : ANNUAL. 
No. 484. Bermuda (Report for 1905). 
No. 485. Hong Kong (Report for 1905) .. res 7 a -. 298 
TraDE Reports—ANNUAL SERIES.) R 
No. 3642. China (Chinkiang). 
No. 5643. United States (Hawaii). 
No. 3644. Spain (Malaga). 
No. 5645. France (Society Islands). 
No. 3646. Japan (North Formosa). 
No. 5647. Italy (Lombardy). 
Presented (by Command) and ordered to lie on the Table aie i« 200 
GREENWICH HospitaL AND TRAVERS FounDATION.—Statement of the estimated 
income and expenditure of Greenwich Hospital and of Travers’ Foundation, 
for the year 1906-07 se rt iy ee es . ns ~. 298 
Civit List Pensitons.—List of all pensions granted during the year ended Inc 
March 31st, 1906, and payable under the provisions of Section 9 (1) of the 
Civil List Act, 1901 Bs ee - F iy, a sis wa, 1298 
SUPERANNUATION Act.—1 reasury Minute, dated June 16th, 1906, respecting the 
addition of years to be assigned for pensions purposes to certain offices under 
the Board of Education .. ae st 3, ie oe ine oo 208 
Frnance.—Finance accounts of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Jreland, for the financial year ended March 31st, 1906 se 8 as 1288 
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UnemMpLoYED WorkMEN Act, 1905.—Regulations made by the Local Govern- 
ment Board under the Act, as to the form of financial statement of distress 
committees having the powers of a central body established under the Act. 


Laid before the House (pursuant to Act), and ordered to he on the 


Table iE, . as me iy i + a = «« 298 


KE pucAaTION.—Petitions in favour of maintenance of existing religious education 
in Church of England schools :—Of ratepayers in Hardwicke——Ten Dray- 
ton. Of parents of children attending school at Bassingbourne. 


Read, and ordered to lie on the Table .. ts on ae i -« 299 


Police (Superannuation) Bill.—Returned from the Commons with the 
Amendment agreed to... 7 a ee es ee a «- 299 


Finance Bill. {[Seconp Reapina.|—Order of the day for Second Reading read. 
Moved, That the Bill be now read 2" —(The Marquess of Ripon.) 


Viscount St. Aldwyn .. a 2 7 ne a 
Lord Welby  .. Ys se 35 a af “ fs in (OE 


Viscount Goschen 11 
Lord Jowey .. ae x: ws 312 
The Lord Privy Seal (The Marquess of Ripon) 315 

On Question, Bill read 2*; Standing Order No. XX XIX. dispensed with. 
Bill read 3*, and passed. 

Reserve Forces Bill.—Reports of Amendments received. 
Amendments moved— 
“In page 1, line 7, after the word ‘any’ to insert the words: 

* British Protectorate or in any’; in line 9, after ‘any’ to insert the 
words * British Protectorate or in any’ ; and in lines 10 and 11, to leave 
out the words ‘a self-governing colony ’ and to insert the words ‘ in a 
colony possessing responsible government.’ ”’—(The Earl of Ports- 
mouth.) 

On Question, Amendments agreed to. Bill to be read 3* To-morrow ; and 
to be printed as amended. [No. 130.] — .. ‘5 ts “a .. 320 


Indian Railways Act Amendment Bill. [Seconp Reavinc.]—Order of the 
Day for the Second Reading read. 


Earl Beauchamp... .- - ws i ' - -» 320 


Moved, That the Bill be now read 2*.—(Earl Beauchamp.) 


On Question, Bill read 2", and committed to a Committee of the Whole House 
‘To-morrow. 
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GREENWICH OBSERVATORY. 


Lord Ellenborough .. 2 re ea x 
The First Lord of the Admiralty (Lord Tweedmouth) 
Viscount Goschen : oe a oi: = 
The Earl of wancad 

Lord Kelvin 

Earl Cawdor 

Lord Tweedmouth 


JUSTICES AND THE RATES 


Lord Barnard .. 
Earl Carrington 


House adjourned at a quarter past Seven o'clock, till To 
morrow, half-past Ten o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS: THURSDAY, 2lsrt JUNE, 1906. 
The House met at a quarter before Three of the Clock. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Private Bitis [Lorps] (StanpInG ORDERS CompLrED WitTH).—Mr. SPEAKER 
laid upon the Table Report from one of the Examiners of Petitions for 
Private Bills, That, in respect of the following Bill, introduced pursuant 
to the provisions of the Private Legislation Procedure (Scotland) Act, 1899, 
and which the Chairman of Ways and Means had directed to originate in the 
House of Lords, they have certified that the Standing Orders have been 
complied with, viz. :—Buckhaven Methil and Innerleven Burgh Extension 
Bill 


Southampton Gas Bill.—Lords Amendment considered, and agreed to 


Gas Companies (Removal of Sulphur en Bill.—Lords Amend- 
ments considered, and agreed to PY Be 2, 


Maryport Harbour Bill. | Lorps].—Read the third time. and pont. without 
Amendment A oe v #3 , ; 


Poole Corporation Water Bill.—Read the third time, and passed 
Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Electric Power Bill. (By Orper) ; 


Haslingden Corporation Bill poe } om Order). As amended, considered ; 
to be read the third time 





a second time, 


West Yorkshire nee Bill saiaitids I By OrpDeEr). 


and committed 
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Water Provisional Order Bill.—Reported, with Amendments [Provisional 


Order confirmed] ; Report to lie upon the Table. 


Bill, as amended, to be considered To-morrow 
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to lie upon the Table. Bill to be read the third time. 4 - .. 340 


London Outer Circle Railway Bill.—Reported anaes not ii bine 
Report to lie upon the Table, and to be printed as ; 340 


MESSAGE FROM THE Lorps.—They have agreed to Amendments to—National 
Assurance Company of Ireland and Yorkshire Fire and Life Insurance 
Company Bill [Lords]. xouth Lancashire Tramways (Extnesion of Time) 
Bill [ Lords}. 


Mersey Docks and Harbour Board Bill [Lorps], without Amendment .. 340 


PETITIONS. 


EpucaTION (ENGLAND AND WaLEs) BiLt.—Petitions against : From Adderbury; 
Alwick ; Headon : Leicester; Nottingham; Newcastle-on-Tyne; Spenni- 
thorne ; Stannington; Tuxtord; and, Weeley ; to lie upon the Table .. 340 


EpucaTIon (ENGLAND AND WaLteEs) Bitzi (RELIGIOus TEACHING).—Petitions 
against alteration of Law: From Cheetham Hill; Hulme; and, St. Austell ; 
to lie upon the Table “és a a o or - a oe O81 


Inrant Lire Prorection.—Petition from York, for alteration of Law ; to lie 
upon the Table... af me ee re a a a ne. vO 


OreN Spaces BiL_.—Petition from Bermondsey, for alteration ; to lie upon the 
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RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


UnempLoyeD WorkmeN Act, 1905.—Copy presented, of Regulations made 
by the Local Government Board under the Act as to the Form of Financial 
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Kingpom.—Question, Mr. G. Greenwood (Peterborough); Answer, Sir 
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Mr. Haldane 
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New Forest); Answer, The Secretary of State for War (Mr. 


Haddingtonshire) 


Ist BarTALIoON Roya West Kenr Reaimenr—Masrer TatLor. 


Mr. Sloan (Belfast, 8.) ; Answers, Mr. Haldane 


AMMUNITION FOR VOLUNTEERS.—Question, Mr. 
Answer, Mr. Haldane 


SOLDIERS AND SAILors FAMILIES ASSOCIATION. 


Answers, Mr. Haldane 


THe Duke or Connaucur.— Question, Mr. Morton 


MeaT Rations at BALLYKINLAR CAamMp.—Question, 


Answer, Mr. Haldane i 


Answer, Mr. Haldane 
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TREATMENT OF ZuLuU ReEBELS.—Questions, Mr. Jowett (Bradford, W.), Mr. 
Swift MacNeill (Donegal, S.), Mr. Byles (Salford, N.) ; Answers, The Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies (Mr. Churchill, Manchester, N.) 


CHINESE Crime IN SoutH Arrica.—Question, Mr. J. Ward (Stoke-on-Trent) ; 
Answer, Mr. Churchill 


THE REPATRIATION PROcLAMATION.—Questions, Mr. Cathcart Wason (Orkney 
and Shetland) ; Answers, Mr. Churchill 


Swapesu! Movement IN BeNGAL.—Question, Sir H. Cotton (Nottingham, E.) ; 
Answer, The Secretary of State for India (Mr. John Morley, Montrose 
Burghs) 


MassacREs OF JEws IN RussraA.—Question, Mr. Thorne (West Ham, 8.) ; 
Answer, The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (Sir Edward Grey) 
Northumberland, Berwick 


ATTACK ON BritisH Orricers IN Eoypt.—Question, Mr. Dillon (Mayo, E.) ; 
Answer, Sir Edward Grey ve 





Tax ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION.—Questions, Mr. Sears (Cheltenham) ; 
Answers, The Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr. Asquith, Fifeshire, E.) 


EsECTMENT OrDERS.—Questions, Mr. O’Grady (Leeds, E.), and Mr. Fickersgill 
(Bethnal Green) ; Answers, The Secretary of State for Home Department 
(Mr. Gladstone, Leeds, W.) 


METROPOLITAN PoLice HoLipays.—Question, Mr. Seaverns (Lambeth, Brixton) ; 
Answer, Mr. Gladstone 


ALIEN IMMIGRANTS.—Question, Mr. Fell (Great Yarmouth); Answer, Mr. 
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Workshops As SLEEPING APARTMENTS.—Question, Mr. Arthur Henderson 
(Durham, Barnard Castle) ; Answer, Mr. Gladstone 


ALIENS IN THE East Enp or Lonpon.—Question, Mr. Fell; Answer, Mr. Glad- 
stone ne 


Women’s SurrraGe DisturBaANCcE.—Questions, Mr. Keir Hardie (Merthyr 
Tydvil), Mr. Trevelyan (Yorkshire, W. R., Elland); Answers, Mr. Gladstone 


ScaTHWAITE WATERWORKS AccIDENT.—Question, Mr. J. Ward; Answer, Mr. 
Gladstone 
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Inp1AN Mati Service.—Question, Mr. Laidlaw (Renfrewshire) ; Answer, The 
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Answer, The Parliamentary Secretarv to the Board of Education (Mr. 
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WomeEN ON Epucation AUTHORITIES.—Questions, Mr. Leif Jones (Westmore- 
land, Appleby) ; Answer, Mr. Lough 


WAGES ON GOVERNMENT ConTRACTS.—Question, Mr. O'Grady; Answer, The 
First Commissioner of Works (Mr. Harcourt, Lancashire, Kosendale) 


THE VENTILATION OF THE Housr.—Questions, Mr. Dillon (Mayo, E.); Answer, 
Mr. Harcourt 
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DRUMTULLAGH NATIONAL SCHOOL.—Question, Mr. Sloan (Belfast, 8.) ; Answer, 
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KILLAVALLEN (Cork) SCHOOLHOUSE.—Questions, Mr. William Abraham (Cork 
County, N.E.), Mr. Dillon; Answers, Mr. Bryce es rs 


CoRNAMONA ScHoot TEACHER.—Question, Mr. Lonsdale (Armagh, Mid.) ; 
Answer, Mr. Bryce re : 


LaBourers’ CorraGe ScHEMES.—Question, Mr. Sheehan; Answer, Mr. Bryce 
c Py 


Irish TRADE Stratistics.—Question, Mr. Boland (Kerry, 8.); Answer, Mr. 
Lloyd-George ae 


RossLarE Harpour.—Questions, Mr. Ffrench, Mr. William Redmond (Clare,E.) ; 
Answers, Mr. Llovd-George rr - 7 +‘ 


Kitiucan PorsmMaster.—Question, Mr. Ginnell; Answer, Mr. Sydney Buxton 


Tue Crorrers Acts.—Question, Mr. Morton (Sutherland); Answer, Sir H. 
Campbell-Bannerman —.. 


Bopmin Evection Petirion.—Question, Sir G. Kekewich (Exeter) ; Answer, 
Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman .. 


Business oF THE Hovse.—Question, Mr. A. J. Balfour (City of London) ; 
Answer, Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman .. ~ 4 © #3 is 


StanpInG CoMMITTEES (CHAIRMEN’S PANEL).—Mr. Stuart-WortLEY reported 
from the Chairmen’s Panel; That they had appointed Mr. Wason to act as 
Chairman. of the Standing Committee for the consideration of Bills relating 
to Trade (including Agriculture and Fishing), Shipping and Manufactures, 
in place of Mr. Laurence Hardy ; and had appointed Mr. Brynmor Jones to 
act as Chairman of the Standing Committee for the consideration of Bills 
relating to Law, and Courts of Justice, and Legal Procedure, in place of Sir 
James Woodhouse, at the conclusion of the Workmen’s Compensation Bill. 


Report to lie upon the Table... ‘ as es 


Street Betting Bill [Lorps].—Read the first time ; to be read a second time 
upon Monday next, and to be printed. [| Bill 266] “s a a 


MESSAGE FROM THE Lorps.—That they have agreed to—Finance Bill ; Metro- 
politan Police (Commission) Bill, without Amendment. 


That they have passed a Bill, intituled, “ An Act to declare the Law 
with respect to a marriage between a man and his deceased wife’s sister 
domiciled in parts of the British possessions where such a marriage is legal.” 
[Colonial Marriages Bill [Lords] ; - ai ies i Ke 

Suppty [13rH ALLoTTED Day]. 
Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 


[Mr. CALDWELL (Lanarkehire, Mid.) in the Chair. ] 


Civi, SERVICES AND REVENUE DEPARTMENTS Estimates, 1906-7. 





Page 


382 


38D 


385 


386 


387 


388 














TABLE OF CONTENTS. xlvii 
June 21.1 Page 


REVENUE DEPARTMENTS— 

Motion made, and Question proposed, “That a sum, not exceeding 
£10,496,741, be granted to His Majesty, to complete the sum neces- 
sary to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment 
during the year ending on March 3st, 1907, for the Salaries and 
Expenses of the Post Office, including Telegraphs.” 


The Postmaster General (Mr. Sydney Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Poplar) .. 389 
Mr. Henniker Heaton (Canterbury) a oe we = a» de 
Mr. Lupton (Lincolnshire, Sleaford) er ve at a .. 402 
Mr. Walter Long (Dublin, 8.) a re mA <a ‘ie .. 403 
Mr. Seddon (Lancashire, Newton) nee be ry as .. 405 
Sir Gilbert Parker (Gravesend) as mee a ae .. 406 
Mr. Pickersgill (Bethnal Green, 8. W ‘ ar a a ss .. 410 


Motion made, and Question proposed, ‘That a sum, not exceeding 
£10,496,641, be granted for the said service.” --Mr. Pickersgill. 


Lord Valentia (Oxford) : ae Le a a .. 451 
Mr. T. W. Russell (Tyrone, S. ) ees es ae a .. 413 
Colonel Lockwood (Essex, Epping) me - o .. 414 
Mr. Cathcart Wason (Orkney and Shetland) - sf .. 416 
Sir A. Acland Hood (Somersetshire, Wellington) .. a 55 .. 418 
Mr. Morton (Sutherlandshire) te bse ne .. 419 
Sir Frederick Banbury (Camberwell, Peckham) a - bi .. 422 
Mr. Sydney Buxton .. i — a ae 
Colonel Kenyon-Slaney (Shropshire, N ew port) Ss 2 ae .. 429 
Mr. Ainsworth (Argyllshire) By ae os a ay .. 480 
Mr. Charles Devlin (Galway) ae a ae oe “ .. 430 
Mr. Rowlands (Kent, Dartford) — .. = se e we .. 433 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Original Question again proposed, 


Mr. William Rutherford (Liverpool, West Derby) .. me ee .. 433 


And, it being a quarter-past Eight of the clock, and there being Private 
Business set down, by direction of the Chairman of Ways and Means, 
under Standing Order No. 8, further proceeding was postponed without 
Question put. 


London County Council (Money) Bill [py Orper}.—Order for consideration, 
as amended, read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “‘ That the Bill, as amended, be now 
considered.” 


Mr. Rawlinson (Cambridge University) .. ms a in .. 434 
Mr. R. Duncan (Lanarkshire, Govan) se a ee *e .. 436 


Amendment proposed— 


oor 


'o leave out the word ‘ now,’ and at the end of the Question to 
add the words ‘upon this day three months.’ ”’—(Mr. Rawlinson.) 


Question proposed, “ That the word ‘now’ stand part of the Question.” 
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Mr. Wood (Glasgow, St. Rolloz) 

Sir Frederick Banbury (City of London) 
Mr. Dickinson (St. Pancras, N.) .. 

Mr. Bridgeman (Shropshire, Oswestry) 
Mr. Baker (Finsbury, E.) .. +s 

Mr. Victor Cavendish (Derbyshire, W.) — . 
Mr. Straus (Tower Hamlets, Mile End) .. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Main Question put, and agreed to, Bill, as amended, considered. 


Ordered, That Standing Orders 223 and 243 be suspended, and that the Bill 
be now read the third time.—( The Chairman of Ways and Means.) 


Bill accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Supp.y. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
Civi, SERVICES AND REVENUE DEPARTMENTS EstiIMatEs, 1906-7 


REVENUE DEPARTMENTS. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “That a sum not exceeding 
£10, 426,741, be granted to His Majesty to complete the sum necessary to 
defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on March 3lst, 1907, for the Salaries and Expenses of the Post Office, 


including Telegraphs.” 


Mr. J. Ward (Stoke-upon-Trent) .. 

Mr. Silcock (Somersetshire, Wells) 

Mr. Bridgeman (Shropshire, Oswestry) 

Mr. Munro Ferguson (Leith Burghs) 

Mr. Dalziel (Kirkcaldy Burghs) 

Mr. Fell (Great Yarmouth) es 

Sir W. J. Collins (St. Pancras, .) 

Mr. E. H. Lamb (Rochester) ; 

Mr. C. E. Price (Edinburgh ( ‘entral) 

Sir Frederick Banbury ; i 

Mr. Rees (Montgomery Boroughs) re ae 
Mr. W. T. Wilson (Lancashire, Westhoughton) .. 
Mr. Sydney Buczton, ; ; es : 
Mr. Hicks Beach (Gloucestershire, Tewkesbury) 
Mr. Claude Hay (Shoreditch, Hoxton) 

Mr. Sydney Buzton 

Mr. Meysey-Thompson (Staffordshire, Handsw orth) 
Captain si (Down, E.) ‘a : “2 


Question, put, and agreed to. 


‘Resolution to be reported upon Monday next ; Committee to sit again upon 
Monday next. 
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PuBLic TrusTEE [EXPENSEs]. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “* That it is expedient to author- 
ise the charge on the Consolidated Fund of such sums as may be required 
to make good any liabilities incurred by the Public Trustee, or his officers, 
appointed under any Act of the present session to provide for the appoint- 
ment of a Public Trustee, and to authorise the payment out of moneys 
provided by Parliament, of the salaries or remuneration of the Public 
Trustee and his officers, and of other Expenses incurred by them in pur- 
suance of such Act.””—( Mr. Whiteley.) 


Committee report Progress ; to sit again upon Monday next. 
Motion made, and Question proposed, “* That this House be now adjourned.” 


THE SENTENCE ON Miss KILLINGTON. 


Mr. Keir Hardie (Merthyr Tydvil) oe 46] 
The Secretary of State for the Home Department ( Mr. Gla: Istone, Leeds, W ) 462 
Mr. Byles (Salford, N.) .. as xe ay re on ne 462 
Mr. Maddison (Burnley) .. i " os ve .. 462 
Mr. Shackleton (Lancashire, Clitheroe) .. 7 ahs a .. 463 
Mr. Arthur Henderson (Durham, Barnard ( ‘astle) ne - .. 463 
Mr. Eugene Wason (Clackmannan and Kinross) ee = .. 464 
Mr. Seddon (Lancashire, Newton) .. Ss es 7 - -o 464 
Mr. J. Ward (Stoke-upon-Trent) .. ee ie 5 $3 -» 464 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Adjourned at Twenty-two minutes after Eleven o’Clock. 


HOUSE OF LORDS: FRIDAY, 22np JUNE, 1905. 

Commission.—The following Bills received the Royal Assent :— 

1. Finance. 
2. Seamen’s and Soldiers’ False Characters. 
3. Metropolitan Police (Commission). 
4. Police (Superannuation). 
5. Electric Lighting Provisional Order (No. 1). 
6. Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 2). 
7. Marriages Provisional Order. 
8. Great North of Scotland Railway Order Confirmation. 


- 9, Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders (No. 1). 
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10. Holvhead Water. 
11. Norwich Union Life Insurance Society. 
12. Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway (Superannuation Fund). 


3. Mersey Railway. 


4 North Sussex Gas and Water. 


15. Preston, Chorley, and Norwich Tramways. 


i. New Mills Urban District Council. 


7. North East Lincolnshire Water. 


18. National Assurance Company of Ireland and Yorkshire Fire and 
Life Insurance Company. 


19. South Lancashire Tramways (Extension of Time). 
20, Scottish Provident Institution Buildings, 


21. Mersey Docks and Harbour Board 


Lord Graves—Henry Cyril Percy Graves’ claim to vote as Lord Graves at 


the election of representative Peers for Ireland. Committee for Privi- 


leges to meet on Monday, the 2nd of July next. 


Earldom of Norfolk. Committee for Privileges to meet on Monday the 2nd 
of July next. 


Lord Chaworth (£. Meath) took the Oath 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted the House that the Clerk of the Parliaments 
had laid upon the Table the Certificates from the Examiners that the Stand- 
ing Orders applicable to the following Bills have been complied with :— 
Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 5); Electric Lighting Provisional 
Orders (No. 6). 

The same was ordered to lie upon the Table 

Sranpinc Orpers ComMitreE.—Report from, that the Standing (Orders not com- 
plied with in respect of the London County Council (General Powers) Bill ; 
London County Council (Tramways and Improvements) Bill ; Metropolitan 
Water Board Bill; ought to be dispensed with, and the Bills allowed to 


proceed. 


Read, and agreed to .. 
Merthyr Tydfil Gas Bill—Reported with Amendments 


Buckhaven, Methil, and niin wie mee | Bill —— 
Presented, and read l@ , A 


Huddersfield Corporation Bill—The Chairman of Committees informed 
the House that the opposition to the Bill was withdrawn. The orders made 
on the 17th and 29th of May last discharged, and Bill committed 
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North-East London Railway Bill.—Committed es sh ¥ oe 


London County Council (General Powers) Bill; London County Council 
(Tramways and Improvements) Bill ; Metropolitan Water Board Bill.— 
Moved, That the order made on the 26th day of March last, “* That no 
Private Bill brought from the House of Commons shall be read a second time 
after the 19th day of June next,” be dispensed with, and that the Bills be now 
read 2; agreed to ; and Bills read 2" accordingly. ee : 


Folkstone, Sandgate, and Hythe Tramways Bill [1.1.]—Nettlebed and 
District Commons (Preservation) Bill [H.L.] ; Ritz Hotel, Limited, Bill | #.1.]. 
—Read 3*, and passed, and sent to the Commons : ee ie a 


Sutton, Southcoates and Drypool Gas Bill.—Read 3", with the Amendment, 
and passed, and returned to the Commons oe as SA as 


“London County Council (General Powers) Bill; London County Council 
(Tramways and Improvements) Bill —Committed, the Committees to be 
proposed by the Committee of Selection 


Metropolitan Water Board Bill.—Committed .. 


London County Buildings Bill; London County Council (General Powers) 
Bill; London County Council (Tramways and Improvements) Bill; Cor- 
poration of London (Blackfriars and other Bridges) ; London Government 
Schemes (London and Penge, etc.) Bill; Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 4) Bill [#.1.), Tramways Orders Confirmation Bill [4.L.].—Report 
from the Committee of Selection, That the following Lords be proposed 
to the House to form the Select Committee for the consideration of the 
said Bills; (viz.), E. Camperdown (chairman), L. Clinton, L. Monk 
Bretton, L. Sudlev (£. Arran), L. Leith of Fyvie; agreed to; and 
the said Lords appointed accordingly. The Committee to meet on 
Tuesday next, at Eleven o’clock; and all petitions referred to 
the Committee, with leave to the petitioners praying to be heard by counsel 
against the Bills to be heard as desired, as also counsel for the Bills .. 


Poole Corporation Water Bill; London County Council (Money) Bill.— 
Brought from the Commons ; read 1 ; and referred to the examiners 


Maryport Harbour Bill [#.1.}.—Returned from the Commons agreed to 


Beunos Ayres Grand National Tramways Bill [.1.] ; Channel Ferry Rail- 
and Quay Bill [.u.]: Hull Joint Dock Bill lt nailing from the 


Commons agreed to, with Amendments .. 


Southampton Gas Bill.—Returned from the Commons with the Amendment 
agreed to ‘ . , 


Gas Companies a of - Sulphur iiitatee Bill).—Returned from 
the Commons, with the Amendments agreed to 


Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 7) Bill; Local Government 
Provisional Orders (Poor Law) Bill ; Local Government (Ireland) Provisional 
Orders (No. 2) Bill; Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders (No. 3) 
Bill. House in Committee (according to order). Bills reported without 
Amendment. Standing Committee negatived ; and Bills to be read 3" ‘on 
Monday next a er : ? 
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Forfar Corporation Water Order ween Bill.—Read 3" (a:cording 
to order), and passed... : . es “ 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 1) Bill (No. 132); Pier and 
Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill (No. 133); Water Provisional 
Order Bill (No. 134).—Brought from the Commons. Read 1" ; to be 
printed ; and referred to the Examiners ” + e ae 


Land Drainage Provisional Order Bill; Local Government Provisional 
Orders (No. 1) Bill; Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill; 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 3) Bill; Local Government 
Provisional Orders (No. 4) Bill; Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No, 5) Bill; Local Government Provisional Order (No. 6) Bill.—House in 
Committee (according to order). Bills reported ouhons Amendment. 
Standing Committee negatived ; and Bills to be read 3‘ on Monday next .. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


ASTRONOMER RoyaL (GREENWICH OBSERVATORY).—Report of the Astronomer 
Royal to the Board of Visitors of the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, read 
at the annual visitation of the Royal Observatory, 30th May, 1906 .. 


AusTRALIA.—Report of the Royal Commission on the Navigation Bill of the 
Australian Commonwealth, 1904 ss st _ ae es ws 


[RADE REPORTS.—ANNUAL SERIES. 


No. 3648. China (Wuhu). 
No. 3649. Paraguay. 


No. 3650. Austria-Hungary (Fiume) 


House oF Commons (VENTILATION).—Report and recommendations of the 
Committee appointed to investigate and advise the First Commissioner of 
Works with regard to the improvement of the ventilation of the House of 
Commons 


Presented (by Command), and ordered to lie on the Table 


INTERMEDIATE EpucaTION (IRELAND).—Rules and Programmes of Examinations 
for 1907. Laid before the House (pursuant to Act), and ordered to lie on 
the Table 


Lirk InsuraNcE Compantes.—The evidence taken before the Select Committee 
from time to time to be printed, but no copies thereof to be delivered, 
except to members of the Committee, until further order. (No. 151.) 


Lire Insurance Companies.—The Lord Balfour discharged from serving on the 
Select Committee 


Municipal Corporations Bill.—House in Committee (according to order) ; 


Bill reported without Amendment ; and re-committed to the Standing Com- 
mittee s 


House oF Lorps Orrices.—Second Report from the Select Committee con- 
sidered (according to order), and agreed to 
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Indian Railways Act Amendment Bill.—House in Committee (according 
to order); Bill reported without Amendment, and re-committed to the 
Standing Committee... - = “ _ ea se és 


Justices of the Peace (No. 2) Bill.—Order of the Day for the House to be put 
into Committee read. 


Moved, ‘“‘ That the House do now resolve itself into Committee.”—(Earl 
Beauchamp.) 


The Marquess of ne ss as “ i = 
Viscount St. Aldwyn oa ‘3 
The Earl of Halsbury 
Lord Ashbourne 
The Earl of Dartmouth 
Lord Hemphill 
The Earl of Meath .. se - 
The Lord Chancellor (Lord Loreburn) 
House in Committee (according to order). 
[The Earl] of ONsLow in the Chair. ] 
Clause | agreed to, 
Clause 2 :— 
The Earl of Dartmouth 
Lord Herries 
The Earl of Jersey 
The Lord Chancellor 


Clause 2 agreed to. 
Clause °} :— 
The Earl of Dartmouth 


Amendment moved— 


‘* In page I, line 11, after the word ‘ solicitor’ to insert the words 
‘if otherwise qualified.’ ”’—(The Earl of Dartmouth.) 


The Lord Chancellor 
The Earl of Halsbury 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 3, as amended, agreed to. 
Remaining clause agreed to. 


Bill recommitted to the Standing Committee, and to be printed as amended. 
(No. 155.) 
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EcciestAsticaAL DiscrpLINE CoMMISSION. 


Lord Kinnaird af ox .. 480 
The Lord Privy Seal (The Marquess of Ripon). mm ” .. 481 
Viscount St. Aldwyn ‘ . 7 ee .. 482 


Reserve Forces Bill.—Order of the day for the Third Reading read. 


Moved, “ That the Bill be now read 3°.” —(Lhe Earl of Portsmouth.) 


Lord Haversham : .. 485 
The Under-Secretary of State jor War (The Earl of Portsmouth) .. 486 


On Question, Bill read 3’, and passed with the Amendments, and sent to the 
I 
Commons. 


Lire INSURANCE COMPANIES. 


Lord Denman ” - se) Pd x me se .. 487 


Moved, “ That the Earl Beauchamp be added to the Select Committee.” — 
(Lord Denman.) 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 


SERVIA. 


Lord Newton . .. 487 
The Under-Sec retary of State jor Foreign . Affairs (I Lord Pit: maurice) .. 490 
The Marquess of ven % $4 i + es e .. 491 
Lord Newton ; “ 7 as - - = .. 492 


House adjourned at twenty minutes past Six o’clock, to Monday 
next, a quarter before Eleven o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS: FRIDAY, 22np JUNE, 1906. 
The House met at Twelve of the Clock. 
ComMIssion.—Message to attend the Lords Commissioners. 


The House went ;—and, having returned ;— 


Mr. SPEAKER reported the Royal Assent to a number of Bills (Se« 
page 465) .. 2 # - - - - va 7 .. 493 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE BILLs [Lorps] (STANDING ORDERS NOT PREVIOUSLY INQUIRED INTO COM- 
PLIED WITH).—Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table Report from one of the 
Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the case of the following 
Bills, originating in the Lords, and referred on the First Reading thereof, the 
Standing Orders not previously inquired into, and which are applicable 
thereto, have been complied w ith, viz. :-— Alexandra (Newport and South 
Wales) Docks and Railway Bill [Lords] ; Truro Gas Bill [Lords]; Folke- 
stone and District Electricity Supply Bill [Lords]; Portsmouth Water Bill 
[Lords]; South Eastern and London, Chatham, and Dover Railways Bill 
[Lords]; Dover Corporation Bill [Lords]. 


Ordered, That the Bills be read asecondtime .. me at .. 493 
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Buenos Ayres Grand National Tramways Bill [Lorps] ; Channel Ferry Rail- 
way and Quay Bill [Lords].—Read the third time, and passed, with Amend- 
ments oe ee a .. oe .. oe ve ee ee 


Hull Joint Dock [Lorps| (K1ne’s Consent sIGNIFIED).—Read the third time, 
and passed, with Amendments .. de - ts - - ‘ee 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 1) Bill; Pier and Harbour 
Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill; Water Provisional Order Bill,—As amended, 
considered ; read the third time, and passed 


South Lincolnshire Water Bill.—The Chairman of Ways and Means, in 
pursuance of Standing Order 83 relating to Private Bills, informed the House 
that, in his opinion, the South Lincolnshire Water Bill, though unopposed 
ought to be treated as an opposed Bill 


PrivaTE Brits (Group H.).—Mr. Mooney reported from the Committee on 
Group H. of Private Bills; That, for the convenience of parties, the Com- 
mittee had adjourned till Tuesday next, at half-past Eleven of the Clock. 


Report to le upon the Table 


Great Central and Lancashire, Derbyshire, and East Coast Railways 
Bill [Lorps].—Reported, with Amendments ; Report to lie upon the Table 
and to be printed .. an a es ¥ 


Bridgewater Canals Bill [Lorps].—Reported [Preamble not proved]: Re- 
port to lie upon the Table, and to be printed ed Be a at 


Rattway Brits (Group 7).—Mr. Osmonp WIL.iAMs reported from the Com- 
mittee on Group 7 of Railway Bills ; That, for the convenience of parties, the 
Committee had adjourned till Tuesday next, at half-past Eleven of the 


clock. 
Report to lie upon the Table as - ag “a ee 


Hampstead Garden Suburb Bill; Clacton Urban District Council Bill [Lords] ; 
Newport Harbour Commissioners Bill [Lords]; Bombay, Baroda, and 
Central India Railway Bill [Lords]; Railway Clearing System (Superannua- 
tion Fund) Bill [Lords] —Reported, with Amendments ; Reports to lie upon 
the Table, and to be printed 


Havana United Railways and Regla Warehouses Bill [Lorps]|.—Report- 
ed, with an Amendmert; Report to lie upon the Table, and to be printed .. 


PETITIONS, 


EpucaTion (ENGLAND AND WALEs) BILL.—Petitions against ; from Brinksway ; 
Keighley ; Stewkley ; and, West Hampstead ; to lie upon the Table 


EpucaTIon (ENGLAND AND WALES) BILL (RELIGIous TEACHING).—Petitions 
against alteration of Law; from Cambridge; Hatfield; Wokingham ; 
and Wrabness ; to he upon the Table ‘ 


EpucaTion (PRovisioN or Meats) (Scortanp) Biti.—Petition from Ayr, 
against ; to lie upon the Table 
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Inrant Lire Protection.—Petitions for alteration of Law: from Cerne; 
Swansea ; and, Wells; to lie upon the Table .. S ss - .. 495 

Lanp TeNnvrRE Bitt.—Petition from Greenock, against ; to lie uponthe Table .. 495 


Lanp VaLvaTion Bitt.—Petition from Greenock against ; to lie upon the Table 495 


Licenstne Acts.—Petition from Llandaff, for alteration of Law ; to lie upon the 
= Table i ey sas ds es is > os ne 495 


Puarmacy BiLi.—Petition from Loughborough, against , to lie upon the Table 495 


Poisons AND PHarMAcy Bit [Lorps].—Petitions for alteration: from Aber- 
cromby; Altrincham; Aylesbury (two); Bradford; Bristol; East Tox- 
teth ; Glamorganshire ; Liverpool ; North Ayrshire ; Pontypridd ; Sheffield 
(two) ; Swansea (two) ; and, Wolverhampton ; to lie upon the Table -. 495 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


AUSTRALIA.—Copy presented, of Report of the Royal Commission on the Naviga- 
tion Bill of the Australian Commonwealth, 1904 [by Command]; to lie upon 
the Table .. y a im = ws ‘ os - .. 496 


TrapE Reports (ANNUAL Serres) Copies presented, of Diplomatic and Con- 
sular Reports, Annual Series, Nos. 3648 and 3649 [by Command]; to lie 


upon the Table .. 496 
INTERMEDIATE Epucation (IRELAND).—Copy presented, of Rules and Pro- 
gramme of Examinations for 1907 [by Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed. [No. 209] .. ‘is ip a si as es -- 496 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 
Grants TO UNIVERSITIES—TERMS OF REFERENCE TO PERMANENT TREASURY 
CoMMITTEE.—Question, Dr. Cooper (Southwark, Bermondsey); Answer, 
Mr. Asquith - a Ki a e4 i xs - .. 496 
CHARGE ON Poor Rates oF DISABLED SAILORS AND MARINES—SUGGESTED 
REFUND BY THE ADMIRALTY.—Question, Mr. Rees (Montgomery Boroughs) ; 
Answer, Mr. John Burns a eee ay. at - ice AOE 
PeNSIONS OF QUARTERMASTER WITH RANK OF MAJor.—Question, Mr. Hicks Beach 
(Gloucestershire, Tewkesbury) ; Answer, Mr. Haldane es w se) AOT 
Colonial Marriages Bill [Lorps].—Read the first time ; to be read a second 
time upon Wednesday next, and to be printed. [Bill 267.] 
Land Tenure Bill.—As amended by the Standing Committee, considered, 
Colonel Kenyon-Slaney (Shropshire, Newport) .. is ws -. 498 
Lord Willoughby de Eresby (Lincolnshire, Horncastle) .. < .. 498 


New clause— 


“ Nothing in this Act shall affect existing arrangements between land- 
lord and tenant as to ordinary repairs to premises, gates, fences, drains, or 
ditches, whether established by agreement or by the custom of the country.” 
—(Colonel Kenyon-Slaney.) 
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Brought up and read the first time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, ‘‘ That the clause be read a second 


time.” 
Mr. Soares (Devonshire, Barnstaple) ae os ea “a e- 500 
Question put, and agreed to. 
Clause added to the Bill. 
Mr. Munro Ferguson (Leith ‘Sa = S83 “ ur .. 500 
Mr. Channing (Northants, E.) , ‘a = e es .- 500 


New clause— 


“Tt shall not be lawful for a landlord to bind an incoming tenant te 
settle the claim of the outgoing tenant for compensation for improvements.” 
—(Mr. Munro Ferguson.) 


Brought up, and read the first time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, ‘‘ That the clause be read a second 


time.” 
Colonel Lockwood (Essex, Epping) . , 2 Re .. 501 
Lord Helmsley (Yorkshire, N.R., Thirsk) oe es ; .. 5Ol 
Captain Balfour (Middlesex, asia ; - Ai .. 502 
Mr. Soares .. st 03 
Sir F. Banbury (City of London) - - a 93 .. 903 
Mr. Walter Long (Dublin, 8.) ~ ~ es a ei -- 903 
Motion and Clause, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. Hicks Beach (Glouce ewan: slat = aa me .. 5904 
Lord Turnour (Sussex, Horsham) .. ; a ve - .. 505 
New clause : 
“This Act shall come into operation on the first day of January, one 
thousand nine hundred and eight.”,—(Mr. Hicks Beach.) 
Brought up, and read the first time. 
Motion made, and Question proposed, ‘‘ That the clause be read a second 
time.” 
Colonel Kenyon- anne , os Pe Pe 505 
Mr. Soares... Ke ee i Ae Be a 2 DOT 
Mr. Walter Long “ - “ ee # i .. 507 
Mr. Nussey (Pontefract)  .. se ve A a .. 508 
Colonel Williams (Dorsetshire, W iy. : “i . .. 508 
Sir J. Dickson-Poynder (Wiltshire, Chippenham) 3 a8 .. 509 
Mr. Cave (Surrey, Kingston) ey x Pe a .. 509 


Question put, and agreed to. 
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Lord Willoughby de Eresby . . ies ~ 
Mr. Lane-For (Yorkshire, W R;, Barkston Ash) . os re .. 510 


Amendment proposed to the proposed clause— 


“To leave out the words ‘first day of January,’ and insert the 
words ‘seventh day of April’—(Lord Willoughby de Eresby)—instead 
thereof.” 


Question proposed, “ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the 
clause.” 


Mr. Soares... axe st bs di a ct .. 510 
Mr. Walter Long . ' aA “a - .. 510 
Mr. Leif Jones (Westmoreland, Appleby) . Se we es me ve 
Colonel Lockwood... = me a - .. 512 
Mr. Cowley (Lancashire, Prestwich) ue ms 43 a 
Mr. J. F. Mason (Windsor) .. ds 5 re - ea .. 513 
Mr. Abel Smith (Hertfordshire, Hertford) ne Ae a .. 54 
Sir Edward Strachey (Somersetshire, 8.) .. - me * .. O15 
Mr. Lambton (Durham, S.E.) ss #% ec ot ms .. 515 
Mr. Pike Pease (Darlington) re ~ Fe os es .. 596 
Mr. Cave (Surrey, Kingston) oe ie or “4 xs -« 
Mr. Guest (Cardiff District) ia - si - ae 
Mr. Courthope (Susser, Rye) = 5% a3 1 én .. 517 
Sir H. Aubrey-Fletcher (Sussex, Lewes) .. wi “g i .- 5819 
The Solicitor-General for Scotland (Mr. Ure, Linlithgowshire) .. 520 


Mr. Soarks rose in his place, and claimed to move, “ That the Question be 
now put.” 


Question put, ‘That the question be now put.” 
The House divided :—Ayes, 249; Noes, 74. (Division List No. 144.) 


Question put accordingly, “ That the words proposed to be left out stand 
part of the clause.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 242; Noes, 91. (Division List No. 145.) 


Mr. Cave 8 ast aes is 2% af .. 527 
Mr. Laurence Hardy 528 
Amendment proposed to the proposed clause— 
“At the end to add the words ‘ Provided that it shall not apply 
to any existing tenancy until the day next after the earliest day on which 
such tenancy might have been determined by notice given after the 
passing of this Act.’ ”—(Mr. Cave.) 
Question proposed, “‘ That those words be there added.” 
Mr. Soares... $e Pe - i Ke hie .. 528 
Colonel Kenyon- Slaney ¥ oy an ei ee a -. 629 
Mr. Mitchell-Thomson (Lanarkshire, N.W.) “a 3 4 .. 529 


Mr. George Faber (York) .. <a We es i “i .. 530 
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Mr. Cochrane (Ayrshire, N.) - Ls " iv es .. 531 
Mr. Channing i? oe as re .. 532 
Sir E. Carson (Dublin U niversty ne re = Sa aa .. 532 
Mr. Ure ii ; a re oi ~ i .. 
Mr. Walter Long... = 7 ” = Y re .. 53? 


Mr. Soares rose in his place and claimed to move, “ That the question be 
now put.” 


Question put, “ That the question be now put.” 

The House divided :—Ayes, 278; Noes, 77. (Division List No. 146.) 
Question put accordingly, “ That those words be there added.” 

The House divided :—Ayes, 96; Noes, 257. (Division List No. 147.) 
Clause added to the Bill. | 


* Mr. Lambton ei = 2 ae a “ - . 
Lord Helmsley ae ne a ee ae at te .. 545 


Amendment proposed— 


“In preamble, page 1, line 3, after the word ‘ by,’ to insert the 
words ‘landlords and.’ ’*‘—(Mr. Lambton.) 


Question proposed, “ That those words be there inserted.” 


Mr. Soares , - - a i si - .. 546 
Colonel Kenyon- Staney Be te . 3 4 - .. 547 
Mr. Soares rose in his place and claimed to move, * That the Question be 
now put.” 
Question put, “* That the Question be now put.” 
The House divided :—Ayes, 286; Noes, 78. (Division List No. 148.) 
Question put accordingly, “ That those words be there inserted in the Bill.” 
The House clivided :—Ayes, 84; Noes, 285. (Division List No. 14) 
Colonel Kenyon-Slaney a ae es - é = .. 558 
Amendment proposed— 

“In the preamble, page 1, line 3, at the end to add, * but consis- 
tently with the interests of the rural labouring classes and of the com- 
munity generally in such investment’ ’’—(Colonel Kenyon-Slaney.) 

Question, “ That those words be there added,” put, and agreed to. 
Sir Frederick Banbury 559 
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And, it being Five of the clock, further consideration of the Bill, amended 
by the Standing Committee, stood adjourned. 


Bill, as amended (by Standing Committee), to be further considered upon 
Friday next. 


Whereupon Mr. SPEAKER, in pursuance of Standing Order No. 3, adjourned 
the House without Question put. 


Ad;ourned at Four minutes after Five o’clock till Monday next. 





FHOUSE OF LORDS: MONDAY, 25TH JUNE, 1906. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


North and South Shields Electric Railway Bill; Metropolitan District” 
Railway Bill.—Reported without Amendment ey ~ - «» Bi 


Lord Tredegar’s upplemental Estate Bill [u.1.]; Manchester Corpora- 
tion Bill; Kettering Water Bill.—Reported, with Amendments — .. .. 561 


Metropolitan Railway Bill.— The — consent signified; and Bill 
reported, with Amendments... ae es es a ~~ oe 


Brixham Gas (Electric Lighting) Bill — The consent of His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales, in right of his Duchy of Cornwall, mice ; and Bill 
reported with Amendments es - is site . ‘ .. 56] 


Buenos Ayres Grand National Tramways Bill [x.1.]; Channel Ferry Rail- 
way and Quay Bill [4.L.]; Hull Joint Dock Bill [4.L.].—Commons’ Amend- 
ments considered, and agreed to se nm ag a = .. 561 


Hackney Electricity Bill—Committed .. i m is re .. 561 


Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Electric Power Bill. cis from 
the Commons. read 1", and referrred to the Examiners ; 561 


Land Drainage Provisional Order Bill.—Local Government Provisional 
Orders (No. 1) Bill; Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill; 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 3) Bill; Local Government 
Provisional Orders (No. 4) Bill; Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 

5) Bill; Local Government Provisional Order (No. 6) Bill; Local Govern- 
ment Provisional Orders (No. 7) Bill; Local Government Provisional Order 
(Poor Law) Bill; Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders (No. 2) 
Bill; Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders (No. 3) Bill.—Read 
3" (according to order), and passed oe ay ~ oe os ~~ 


Gas and Water Orders Confirmation Bill [1.1.]; Gas Orders Confirmation 
(No. 1) Bill [H.1.] ; Water Orders Confirmation Bill [H.1. ]; Gas Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 2) Bill [H.1.].—House in Committee (ac cording to order) ; 
Amendments made: Standing Committee negatived: The Report of 
Amendments to be received To-morrow “a ae ae = .. 561 
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Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 3) Bill [u.L.].—House again in 


| Committee (according to order): Amendments made ; Standing Committee 
negatived: The Report of Amendments to be received To-morrow .. 962 


Local Government Provisional Orders (Gas) Bill; Ascot District Gas 
(Electric Lighting) Bill ; Twickenham and Teddington Electric Supply Bill 
Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway Bill; Pontefract Corporation Bill ; 
Edinburgh Corporation Bill; Lancashire Electric Power Bill; Middlesex 
County Council (General Powers) Bill ; North West London Railway Bill : 
Bristol Corporation Bill.—Report from the Committee of Selection, That the 

following Lords be proposed to the House to form the Select Committee for 

} the consideration of the said Bills ; (viz.) L. Clifford of Chudleigh (Chairman), 
L. Colchester, L. Wynford, L. Ritchie, L. Sanderson; agreed to; and the 
said Lords appointed accordingly : The Committee to meet on We lnesday 
the 4th of July next, at Eleven o’clock~ and all petitions referred to the 
Committee, with leave to the petitioners praying to be heard by counsel 
against the Bills to be heard as desired, as also counsel for the Bills... ; ... 563 


Education Board Provisional Orders Confirmation (Kesteven, &c.) Bil; 
l [H.L.].—Order of the day for the Third Reading read. 


Moved, “‘ That the Bill be now read 3°."—(The Ear! of Crewe.) 
On Question, Bill read 3‘. 
Moved, “ That the Bill do pass.” —{The Ear! of Crewe.) 


On Question, Bill passed, and sent tothe Commons ., oe = ~- 562 
PETITION 


Epucation.—Petition in favour of maintenance of existing religious teaching in 
Church of England schools ; of parents an guardians of children attending 
school at Blackburn ; read, and ordered to lie on the Table ae xe (Otel 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC, 


TRADE Reports (ANNUAL SeErRIEs.)—No. 3651. France (Martinique) ; No. 352. 
Turkey (Erzeroum) ae a wi we a oe ; 563 
Factory AND WorksHop.—Annual Report of the Chief Inspector of Factories 
and Workshops for the year 1905. Report and statistics. 


(Dangerous Trades). Statement of the action taken by the Home Office 
under the Factory and Workshop Acts, 1891, 1895, and 1901 Ls we “O60 





Ir1sH LAND ComMisston.—Return of advances made under the Irish Land Act, 
1903, during the month of February, 1906... oe all ve jee? GEE 


| ExpLosives (EXPLOSION AT BLACKBECK, LANCASHIRE).—Report to the Secre- 
tary of State for the Home Department on the circumstances attending 
an explosion which occurred in the gunpowder factory at Blackbeck, Lanca- 
shire, on April 30th, 1906. 
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Presented (by Command), and ordered to fie on: the Table “a oe 


Inp1a (Loans RatsepD tn [yp14).—Return of all loans raised in India chargeable 
on the revenues of India outstanding at the commencement of the half-year 
ended March 31st, 1906, with the rates of interest and total amount payable 
thereon, &c. ~ #3 as is as ve ne es 


Sra FisHertes REGULATION Act, 1888.—Order made by the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries under the provisions of the above Act for the variation of an 
order for uniting the Lancashire and Western Sea Fisheries District. 


Laid before the House (pursuant to Act), and ordered to lie onthe Table .. 


Conveyancing Bill [x.1.} (No. 157); Settled Land Bill [H.1.] (No. 138); 
Married Women’s Property Bill [u.L.] (Ne. 139).—Report from the Select 
Committee (with Proceedings of the Committee) made, and to be printed. 
(No, 136): Bills reported with Amendments, and committed to « Committee 
of the Whole House ; and to be printed as amended 


Education of Defective Children (Scotland) Bill.—House in Committee 
(according to order) ; Billreported without Amendment; and re-committed 
to the Standing Committee 


NortuH SEA FISHERIES. 


The Earl of Onslow 
The President of the Board oj Agric ulture and Fisheries (Earl ( ‘arrington) 
Lord Heneage oe ve = - a ; 


Moved, “ That there be laid before the House further Papers relating to the 
proceedings of the {nternational Council for the investigation of the 


North Sea.”’—(Lhe Earl of Onslow.) 
On Question, Motion agreed to. 


THE MERCANTILE MARINE. 


Lord Muskerry . ae i “6 5 Ss xg te 
The Earl of Granard . bi Bie m? oe re is of 
Lord Muskerry 4 - ee ax is es “ ‘ 


AGRICULTURAL INSTITUTIONS.— 
Lord Barnard as 7 i uf sy fi a 


carl Carrington 
Ground Game Bill.—Order of the day for the Second Reading read. 
Lord Burghclere ie si es ia “9 a sik 


House adjourned at twenty minutes before Six o’clock, till to- 
morrow, half-past Ten o'clock. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS: MONDAY, 25rx JUNE, 1906. 
The House met at a quarter before Three of the Clock. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Private Brits [Lorps]} (StaNDING ORDERS NoT PREVIOUSLY INQUIRED INTO 
COMPLIED WITH).—Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table Report from one of the 
Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the case of the following 
Bills, originating in the Lords, and referred on the First Reading thereof, 
the Standing Orders not previously inquired into, and which are applicable 
thereto, have been complied with, viz. :—Western Valleys (Monmouthshire) 
Sewerage Board Bill mtd Shropshire, Worcestershire, and Stafford- 
shire Electric Power Bill [Lords] ; County of Durham Electric Power Supply 
Bill [Lords]; Newe stl cae Evia Electric Supply Bill [Lords]. 


Ordered, That the Bills be read a second time 


Crellin’s Patents Bill lait —Read the third time, and pee without 
Amendment wi ‘ “ , a . 


Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Electric Power Bill; Haslingden 
Corporation Bill [Lords].—Read the third time, and passed, with Amend- 
ments 


Rugby Lower School Bill [Lorps].—Read the third time, and silat without 


= :Amendme nt 


_ gees Bill Horns], ens amende ‘d] ; considered ; to be read the third 
time A sf ‘3 mm a 


Cumberland Electricity and Power Gas Bill [Lorps]; Scottish Union and 
National Insurance Company Bill [Lords].—Read a second time, and com- 
mitted ae ep - - fe = a K¢ es Ja 


MESSAGE FROM “HE Lorps.—That they have agreed to—Forfar Corporation 
Water Order Confirmation Bill, without Amendment ; Sutton, Southcoates, 
and Drypool Gas Bill, with an Amendment; Reserve Forces Bill, with 
Amendments. 


That they have passed a Bill, intituled, “ An Act to incorporate the 
Folkestone, Sandgate, and Hythe Tramways Company, and to empower 
that Company to make and maintain tramwavs and other works; and for 
other purposes.” [Folkestone, Sandgate, and Hythe Tramways Bill [Lords.] 


Also, a Bill, intituled, “‘ An Act to incorporate a body of conservators 
for the preservation and management as public open spaces of certain 
commons in the rural district of Henley, in the county of Oxford; and for 
other purposes.” [Nettlebed and District Commons (Preservation) Bill 


{Lords}. 


And, also, a Bill, intituled, “An Act for enabling the Ritz Hotel, Limited, 
to rearrange its capital; and to provide for the extinction of its deferred 
shares ; and for issuing ordinary shares in lieu thereof; and for altering the 
Memorandum and Articles of Association of the Company; and for other 
purposes.” [The Ritz Hotel, Limited, Bill [Lords] .. ‘4 a o 
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Folkestone, Sandgate, and Hythe Tramways Bill [Lorps] ; Nettlebed and 
District Commons (Preservation) Bill [Lords]; Ritz Hotel, Limited, Bill 
[Lords].—Read the first time ; and referred to the Examiners of Petitions for 
Private Bills ge 


PETITIONS. 


BETTING AND GAMBLING.—Petition from Rugby, for legislation ; to lie upon the 
Table i vi 
a 

EDucaATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) BILL.—Petitions against ; from Calstock ; 
Nottingham (two) ; and Selly Oak ; to lie upon the Table 





EpvucaTion (ENGLAND AnD WALES) Britt ReExicious TEacnine. — Petitions 
against alteration of Law; from Blisland; Ingatestone; Maer (two); 
Morwenstow ; and Thurnham (two) ; to lie upon the Table .. A 


InFAnT LIFE PRoTECTION.—Petition from Westmoreland, for alteration of Law ; 
to lie upon the Table 


Lanp VALvEs TAXATION, ETc. (SCOTLAND) BrtL.—Petitions against; from 
Glasgow ; and Greenock ; to lie upon the Table 


PHARMACY BILL.—Petitions against ; from Leek; and Sheffield ; to lie upon the 
Table te aks : : 


Polsons AND Puarmacy Bit [Lorps].—Petitions for alteration ; from bridge- 
ton; East Gloucestershire ; East RenfrewsHire and Govan; Halifax; New- 
castle-on-Tyne (two); Ripon; and Tiverton (two) ; to lie upon the Table .. 
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Saxe or Inroxicatina Liquors on SunDAy.—Petition from Blackpool, in favour ~ 


to lie upen the Table 
RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


East Inpra (Loans RatsED IN Inp1a).—Copy presented, of Return of all Loans 
raised in India, chargeable on the Revenues of India, outstanding at the 
commencement of the half-year ending on the 3lst March, 1906, ete. [by 
Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 216] .. 7 


TRADE Reports (ANNUAL SERIES).—Copies presented of Diplomatic and Con- 
sular Reports, Annual Series, Nos. 3650 to 3652 [by Command]; to lie upon 
the Table a ‘ 


Facrortrs AND WorsHops.—Copy presented, of Report of the Chief Inspector 
for 1905. Report and Statistics [by Command]; to lie upon the Table 


Factory anp WorksHop Acts (J)ANGEROUS TRADES).—Copy presented, of 
Statement of the action taken by the Home Office under the Factory and 
Workshop Acts, 1891, 1895, and 1901 [by Command]; to lie upon the Table 


Expiosions (BLACKBECK, LANCASHIRE).—Copy presented, of Report of the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department on the circumstances attending 
an Explosion which occurred in the Gunpowder Factory at Blackbeck, 
Lancashire, on the 30th April, 1906 [by Command] ; to lie upon the Table .. 
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Factory AND WorksHop Act, 1901 (Home Work).—Return presented, relative 
thereto [Address 27th March; Mr. Ramsay slanted ; to lie — the 
Table, and to be printed. [No. a ~ : 


[rtsH Lanp Commiss1on.—Copy presented, of Return of Advances made under 
the Irish Land Act, 1903, during the month of viniaee 1906 Uby Com- 
mand]; t»lieuponthe Table .. is si 


Loca. AutHorities (IRELAND) (FEMALE Inspecrors).—Return presented, 
relative thereto [ordered 24th April; Sir Charles Dilke|; to lie upon the 
Table ws ea - i a ‘ a a “ vi 


Sea FisHerIEs Reaunation Act, 1888.—Copy presented, of Order made by the 
Boacd of Agriculture and Fisheries, under the provisions of the Act, for the 
variation ef an Order for uniting the Lancashire and Western Sea Fisheries 
District [by Act]; to lie upon the Table - “ ‘a < <a 


HcusE or Commons (VENTILATION).—Copy presented, of Report and Recom- 
mendations of the Committee appointed to investigate and advise the First 
Commissioner of Works with regard to the improv ement of the Ventilation 
of the House of Commons [by Command]; to le upon the Table... a 


(FREENWICH OBSERVATORY.—Copy presented, of Report of the Astronomer 
Rova! to the Board of Visitors of the Royal Observatory, Greenwich [by Com- 
mand]; to lie upon the Table .. ae we ee i ie “a 


Paueerism (ENGLAND AND Waxes) (HALE-YEARLY STATEMENTS).—Copy ordered 
“of Statement of the number of Vaupers relieved on the Ist day of January, 
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(Mr. Emmorr (Oldham) in the Chair. | 
Clause 4 :— 
Mr. Evelyn Cecil (Aston Manor) 


Amendment proposed— 


word * shall.” °—( Mr. Evelyn Cecil.) 
..uestion proposed, “ That the word ‘ may’ stand part of the clause.” 


The President of the Board of Education - Birrell, Bristol, N.) 
Lord Edmund Talbot (Sussex, C sees wis 
Mr. Blake (Longford, 8.) ™ 

Mr. Paul celcaren 

Mr. Lyttelton (St. George’s, Hanover + Square) 

Dr. Macnamara (Camberwell, N.) ea 

Mr. Laurence Hardy (Kent, ne 

Mr. Belloc (Salford, 8.) , 

Sir Francis Powell (W 7 es 

Mr. Alfred Hutton ( Yorkshire, W. R., Morley 

Mr. William Redmond (Clare, E.) . 

Mr. J. Chamberlain (Birmingham, W.) 

Mr. Spicer (Hackney, Central) 

Sir Henry Craik (Glasgow and Aberdeen U University 
Mr. Harwood (Bolton) 

Mr. Charles Roberts (Lincoln) 

Mr. T. W. Russell (Tyrone, S.) .. 

Sir Thomas Esmonde (Wexford, N.) 

Mr. Hart Davis (Hackney, N.) .. 

Mr. J. Ramsay Macdonald (Leicester) 

Mr. Llewellyn Williams ne District) 

Mr. Wyndham (Dover) , oA 

Mr. George White (Norfolk, VW ) <i 

Mr. T. P. phan (Liverpool, Scotland) 

Mr. 4. J. Balfour (City of London) 





Motion made, and Question, “‘ That the Chairman do report Progress ; and 
ask leave to sit again ’—(Mr. Birrell)—put, and agreed to. 


Committee report Progress ; to sit again to-morrow. 


Great Northern Railway Bill {By OrprER).—Order read, for resuming 
adjourned debate on Question [June 19th], “ That the Bill, as amended, 
be now considered.” 

Question again proposed— 
Mr. Morton (Sutherland) 


Amendment proposed— 


‘“* To leave out the word ‘ now,’ and at the end of the Question to 
add the words ‘ upon this day three months.’”—(Mr. Morton.) 








In page 2, line 39, to leave out the word ‘ may,’ and insert the 
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Question proposed, “ That the word ‘ now’ stand part of the Question.” 
Mr. Weir (Ross and Cromarty) 

Main Question put, and agreed to. Bill, as amended, considered. 

Amendments made. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That Standing Orders 225 and 
243 be suspended, and that the Bill be now read a third time.” —(Chairman 
of Ways and Means.) 


Mr. Mooney (Newry) a ne or a + 
The Chairman of Ways and Means (Mr. Emmott, Oldham) 


Motion accordingly opposed. 
THE WorcesTER ELection.—The Attorney-General (Sir John Walton, Leeds, S.) 


Question proposed, “‘ Worcester Election—That an humble Address be pre- 
sented to His Majesty, as followeth :— 


** Most Gracious Sovereign, 


““We, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, in Parliament as- 
sembled, beg leave humbly to represent to Your Majesty that Sir John 
Compton Lawrence, knight. one of the Justices of the High Court of Justice. 
and Sir Joseph Walton, knight. one of the Justices of the High Court of 
Justice, being two of the Judges appointed for the trial of Election Petitions, 
pursuant to The Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868, and The Parliamentary 
Elections and Corrupt Practices Act, 1879, have reported to the House of 
Commons that there was reason to believe extensive corrupt practices had 
taken place at the last Election for the City of Worcester. 


“We therefore humbly pray Your Majesty that Your Majesty will be 
graciously pleased to cause inquiry to be made, pursuant to the powers of the 
Act of Parliament passed in the sixteenth year of the reign of Her late Majesty 
Queen Victoria, intituled ‘ An Act to provide for more effectual inquiry into 
the existence of Corrupt Practices at Elections for Members to serve in 
Parliament,’ by the appointing of Edward Tindal Atkinson, esquire, one 
of Your Majesty’s Counsel, Attorney-General for Your Majesty’s County 
Palatine of Durham, and Recorder of Leeds ; Horace Edmund Avory, esquire 
also one of Your Majesty’s Counsel and Recorder of Kingston upon-Thames ; 
and Charles Willie Matthews, esquire, Barrister at Law and Recorder of 
Salisbury, as Commissioners for the purpose of making inquiry into the 
existence of such corrupt practices.”—(Mr. Attorney-General.) 


Question put, and agreed to. 
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Ordered, That the said Address be communicated to the Lords, and their 


concurrence desired thereto.—(Mr. Attorney-General.) 


And, it being after half-past Eleven of the clock, Mr. Speaker adjourned 
the House without Question put, pursuant to the Standing Order. 


Adjourned at ten minutes before Twelve o’clock. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS: TUESDAY, 26TH JUNE, 1906. 


Worcester ELection.—Message from the Commers that they have agreed to 
an Address to be presented to His Majesty, to which they desire the con- 
currence of this House 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 
THE Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted the House that the Clerk of the Parliaments 
had laid upon the Table the Certificate from the Examiners that the 


further Standing Orders avplicable to the following Bill have been complied 
with : Poole Corporation Water. 


Also the Certificate that no further standing Orders are applicable to 
the iollowing Bill: London County Council (Money). 


The same were ordered to lie on the Table 


Buckhaven, Methil, and InnerJeven Burgh Extension Bill[...].—Read 2" 





Dowlais Gas Bill; Merthyr Tydfil Gas Bill—Read 3*, with the Amend- 
ments, and passed, and returned to the Commons 7" - s 


St. John’s (Westminster) Improvement Bill —Brought from the Commons ; 
Read 1"; and referred to the Examiners ae sis se ae 


Crellin’s Patents Bill {u.1.]; Rugby Lower School Bill [#.1.].—Returned 
from the Commons agreed to... - pe ey és - * 


Haslingden Corporation Bill [u.L.]—Returned from the Commons agreed to, 
with Amendments. The said Amendments considered, and agreed to 


Glasgow and South Western Railway Order Confirmation Bill [1.u.].— 
A Bill to confirm a Provisional Order relating to the Glasgow and South 
Western Railway—Was presented by the Lord Hamilton of Dalzell (pursuant 
to the Private Legislation Procedure (Scotland) Act, 1899, Sections 8 and 9) ; 
Read 1*; and to be printed. (No. 141.) - oa - We 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 5) Bill: Electric Lighting 
Provisional Orders (No. 6) Bill—Moved, That the order made on March 
26th last, ‘‘ That no Provisional Order Confirmation Bill brought from the 
House of Commons shall be read a second time after the 19th day of June 
next,” be dispensed with, and that the Bills be now read 2"; agreed to ; Bills 
read 2* accordingly, and committed to a Committee of the whole House on 
Thursday next 


Gas and Water Orders Confirmation Bill [x.1.]; Gas Orders Confirmation 
(No. 1) Bill [u.1.]; Gas Orders Confirmation (No. 2) Bill [n.1.]; Water 
Orders Confirmation Bill [H.L.]. Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 
3) Bill [4.1.]—Amendments reported (according to order); and Bills to 
be’read 3* on Thursday next ai Al se ay 
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RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


Matra.—Correspondence between the Governor and the Archbishop-Bishop of 
Malta in regard to the holding of Protestant Mission Services at the Theatre 
Royal, Malta 


FISHERIES (SCOTLAND).—Twenty-fourth Annual Report of the Fishery Board 
for Scotland, being for the year 1905, Part II. Salmon Fisheries .. 


Loxpon Buitprine Acts (AMENDMENT) Act, 1905.—Preeis of the evidence given’ 


before the Select Committees of both Houses of Parliament. 
Presented (by Command) and ordered to lie on the Table 


Boarp or Epucation.—Draft Order in Council containing certain provisions 
in the Order in Council of March 6th, 1902; Laid before the House (pur- 
suant to Act), and ordered to lie on the Table .. ‘ - - , 


OFFICE OF THE GENTLEMAN USHER OF THE BLAck Rop.—Report from the Select 
Committee (with the Proceedings of the Committee and an appendix) made, 
and to be printed. (No. 140) 


Juvenile Smoking Bill [#...].—The evidence taken from time to time before 
the Select Committee to be printed for the use of Members of this House ; 
but no copies thereof to be delivered, except to the Members of the Com- 
mittee, and to such other persons as the Committee think fit until further 
order. (No. 142) 


Justices of the Peace (No. 2) Bill.—Reported from the Standing Committee 
with further Amendments. The Report of the Amendments made in Com- 
mittee of the Whole House and by the Standing Committee to be received 
on Thursday next; and Bill to be printed as amended. (No. 143) 


Municipal Corporations Bill.—Reported from the Standing Committee with 
an Amendment. The Report thereof to be received on Thursday next ; 
and Bill to be printed as amended. (No. 144) .. 

Indian Railways Act Amendment Bill ; Epvcarion or Derecrive CHILDREN 
(ScoTLaND) Brtit.—Reported from the Standing Committee without Amend- 
ment; and to be read 3‘ on Thursday next 


House adjourned at twenty-five minutes before Five o’clock, to 
Thursday next, half-past Ten o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS: TUESDAY, 26ra JUNE, 1906. 
The House met at a quarter before Three of the Clock. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Cambrian Railways Rill [Lorps].—As amended, considered ; to be read the 
third time .. re ae a ‘ea a “te wa 


St. John’s (Westminster) Improvement Bill—aAs amended, considered. 


Ordered, That Standing Orders 223 and 243 be suspended, and that the 
Bill be now read the third time.—(The Chairman of Ways and Means.) 
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Bill accordingly read the third time, and passed .. 


Private Britis (Group I.).—Ordered, That the said Dr. John C. Thresh do 


attend the Committee on Group I of Private Bills on Thursday next, at half- 
past Eleven of the clock 


Newtonards Urban District Council Bill [Lorps].—Reported from the 


Police and Sanitary Committee, with Amendments ; Report to lie upon the 
Table, and to be printed 


MEssaGE FROM THE LorDs.—That they have agreed to—Land Drainage Pro- 


visional Order Bill; Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 1) Bill; 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill ; Local Government Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 3) Bill; Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 4) 
Bill; Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 5) Bill; Local Govern- 
ment Provisional Order (No. 6) Bill; Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 7) Bill; Local Government Provisional Order (Poor Law) Bill; Local 
Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill; Local Government 
(Ireland) Provisional Orders (No. 3) Bill, without Amendment :— 


Amendments to—Buenos Ayres Grand National Tramways Bill 
[Lords]; Channel Ferry Railway and Quay Bill [Lords]; Hull Joint Dock 
Bill [Lords|; without Amendment. 


That they have passed a Bill intituled, “ An Act to confirm certain Pro- 
visional Orders made by the Board of Education, under the Education Acts, 
1870 to 1903, to enable the Councils of the Administrative Counties of the 
Parts of Kesteven, Surrey, and Warwick, and the Municipal Borough of 
Ealing to put in force the Land Clauses Acts.” [Education Board Pro- 
visional Orders Confirmation (Kesteven, &c.) [Lords] 


Education Board Provisional Orders Confirmation (Kesteven, &c.) Bill 


[Lorps|.—Read the first time; referred to the Examiners of Petitions for 
Private Bills, and to be printed. [Bill 273} 


PETITIONS. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS Act (1896) AMENDMENT BILL.—Petition from Haverford- 


west, against ; to lie upon the Table 


Epucation (ENGLAND AND WALES) BILL.—Petitions against ; from Bedlington 


(two); Caerleon; Farndon; Findern; Flookburgh (two); Himiey ; 
Hitchin ; Leaton ; Marbury; Meriden ; Radford ; Rickling and Quendon ; 
and Shrewsbury ; to lie upon the Table $ ie + - 


Epucation (ENGLAND AND WALES) BILL (RELIGIOUS TEACHING).—Petitions 


against alteration of Law; from Liscard (two); Long Marston; and 
Menheniot ; to lie upon the Table 


Inrant Lire Prorection.—Petittons for alteration of Law ; from Canterbury ; 


and, Romsey ; to lie upon the Table 


Land VALuEs Taxation, ETC. (SCOTLAND) BiLi.—Petition from Glasgow, 
against ; to lie upon the Table .. 7 He ee i we we 
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Po:sons AND PHARMACY BILi [Lorvs].—Petitions for alteration ; from Barry 
Dock or South Glamorgan ; Burney ; Devizes (two); Doncaster; Lkley ; 
Maidstone (two); Otley ; Seacombe ; Winchester; and, Woolwich ; to lie 
upon the Table 


PoLLING ARRANGEMENTS (PARLIAMENTARY Boroucus) Bit [Lorps].—Petition 
from Shoreditch, for alteration ; to lie upon the Table ; 


Pustic HEALTH OFFicers BILL.—Petition from Sheffield, against ; to lie upon 
the Table 


SumMARY JURISDICTION (CHILDREN) BiILL.—Petition from Royal Burghs of 
Scotland, in favour ; to lie upon the Table 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


SEA FISHERIES REGULATION Act, 1888.—Paper [presented 25th June] to be 
printed. [No. 215.] ‘a3 a Fe ate AG a ne ei 


Loca AUTHORITIES (IRELAND) (FEMALE INsPEcTORS).—Return [presented 25th 
June|to be printed. [No. 214.].. 


Lonpon Buttpinc Acts (AMENDMENT) Act, 1905.—Copy presented, of précis 
of the evidence given before the Select Committees of both Houses of Parlia- 
ment [by Command]; to le upon the Table 


EcCLESIASTICAL DiscipLINE (Royal CoMMission).—Copy presented, of Report 
of the Royal Commission on Ecclesiastical Discipline [by Command]; to 
lie upon the Table .. 


FISHERY Boarb (SCOTLAND).—Copy presented, of Twenty-fourth Annual Report 
of the Fishery Board for Scotland, being for the year 1905, Part IL. Salmon 
Fisheries [by Command]; to lie upon the Table 


BorouGus (RATEABLE VALUE).—Return presented, relative thereto [ordered 
4th April; Mr. John ne to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 215.] . : a ve ar “p Se oe 


TRADE Reports (ANNUAL SERIES).—Copy presented, of Diplomatic and 
Consular Report, Annual Series, No. 3653 [by Command]; to lie upon the 


Table 


Boarb OF Epucation.—Copy presented, of Draft Order in Council continuing 
certain provisions in the Order in Council of 6th March, 1902 [by Act]; 
to lie upon the Table ‘i he re os a ne - os 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES, 


SETTLEMENT OF ISLE oF LEWIs Corrars IN Ross-SHIRE.—Question, Mr. Weir 
(Ross and Cromarty) ; Answer, Mr. Sinclair .. a ee Xe ae 


WITHHOLDING OF INCREMENT DUE TO SENIOR TELEGRAPHISTS.—Question, Mr. C, 
J. O’Donnell (Newington, Walworth) ; Answer, Mr. Sydney Buxton -_ 
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ForcipLE REMOVAL OF FISHERMEN TO FACILITATE NAVAL SHOOTING PRACTICE.— 
Question, Mr. Mildmay (Devonshire, Totnes); Answer, Mr. Edmund 
Robertson By a. - oe ee ne me BA 


EXPEDITED PuBLICATION OF SovuTH AFRICAN BLUE-BooKS.—Question, 
Mr. Brodie (Surrey, Reigate) ; Answer, Mr. Churchill .. ny es ae 


Irish Lanp PurcHASE—AVERAGE PRIcEs.—Question, Mr. P. A. McHugh 
(Shgo, N.); Answer, Mr. Bryce .. 5% re ve i Be ae 


British Poxticy-Hotpers tv AMERICAN INsuRANCE CoMPANIES.—Question, 
Mr. Field (Dublin, St. Patrick) ; Answer, Mr. Lloyd-George .. ve : 


OXFORDSHIRE PupiL TEACHERS’ CENTRE.—Question, Mr. Yoxall (Nottingham, 
W.) ; Answer, Mr. Birrell a we ok be Ki ‘cs 


SaLe or LANDs OF THE PryNces CHARITY.—Question, Sir Walter Forster (Derby- 
shire, Ilkeston) ; Answer, Mr. Trevelyan sh a es we es 





WorKING OF THE TEACHERS’ REGISTER.—Question, Sir Edward Sassoon (Hythe) ; 
Answer, Mr. Birrell 55 a a i ee as a ne 


EXCHANGE COMPENSATION ALLOWANCES TO EUROPEAN OFFICERS OF THE 
InpIAN SERVICES.—Question, Sir Seymour King (Hull, Central); Answer, 
Mr. Morley .. - ‘+ - = nn “ 


Temporary Assistant LANnp CoMMISSIONER.—Question, Mr. Walter Long 
(Dublin, 8.) ; Answer, Mr. Bryce “a ne = - “4 


DisMIssAL oF Assistant LAND CoMMISSIONERS.—Question, Mr. Walter Long : 
Answer, Mr. Bryce ss wes “ ee oe 


Civit Examination For Assistant Lanp ComMisstoners.—Question, Mr. 
Walter Long ; Answer, Mr. Bryce = “a nr “ “3 


IrtsH Evicrep TENANTS—CASE OF JEREMIAH MurpPHY.—Question, Mr. Sheehan 
(Cork County, Mid,) ; Answer, Mr. Bryce vn es ‘ wi 


Bevirast Harspour ComMIssioners.—Question, Mr. Field ; Answer, Mr. Bryce 


Spreab oF ConsumPTion IN IRELAND.—Question, Mr. Ffrench (Wexford, 8.) ; 
Answer, Mr. Bryce os s - - vs < ve 5 


TIrtsH Lanp PurcHASE—APPLICATION OF HuGuH Heavy or TULLYvILuLa, County 
Cavan.—Question, Mr. Vincent Kennedy (Cavan, W.); Answer, Mr. 
Bryce fe = ke es nv: ae 4 ae ee ne 


Sratus OF CLERICAL STAFF OF THE IRISH REGISTRY OF TITLES (CENTRAL OFFICE). 
—Question, Mr. Swift MacNeill (Donegal, 8.) ; Answer, Mr. Bryce nis ue 


Scorch VOLUNTEER REGIMENTS ATTACHED TO OTHER THAN THEIR OWN BRIGADE 
Camp ALLOWANCE.—Question, Major Anstruther-Gray (St. Andrews 
Burghs) ; Answer, Mr. Haldane “a dy os sit es a 
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THE TECHNOLOGICAL COLLEGE.—Questions, Sir W. J. Collins and Sir Philip 
Magnus (London University) ; Answers, The Secretary to the Board of Edu- 
vation (Mr. Lough, Islington, for Mr. Birrell) .. ex oar - 
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CONSTABLE MASTERSON, Roya. IRIsH CoNsraABuLARY.—Questions, Mr. Delany 
(Queen’s County, Ossory) ; Answer, Mr. Bryce a 


CAPPAMORE EvicteD TENANTS.—Questions, Mr. Lundon (Limerick, E.), and 
Mr. O’Shaughnessy (Limerick, W.); Answers, Mr. Bryce... ee . 


Luoyp Estare, CAppaAMORE.—Question, Mr. Lundon; Answer, Mr. Bryce 


Ir1sA INTERMEDIATE Epvcation CoMMIsston.—Question, Mr. Thom as O’ Donnell 
Mr. John Redmond (Waterford), Mr. Swift MacNeill, and Mr. Sloan (Belfast, 
W.); Answers, Mr. Bryce 


Prorection oF [risa FIsHERIES.—Questions. Mr. Power (Waterford, E.), and 
Mr. Jovee (Limerick); Answers, Mr. Bryce... “ - = i 


KILcLoney Evicted Farm.—Question, Mr. Hammond (Carlow) ; Answer, Mr. 
Bryce = ea Be ae i ey aa 


Dunmore FisHery.—Question, Mr. Power ; Answer, Mr. Bryce 


INSPECTION OF BILINGUAL SCHOOLS.—Questions, Mr. Boland ; Answers, Mr. 
Bryce 


FEES For IrtsH INsrRUcTION.—Question, Mr. Boland ; Answer, Mr. Bryce 


PREVENTION OF CONSUMPTION IN IRELAND.—Questions, Mr. Vincent Kennedy 
(Cavan, W.), and Mr. T. W. Russell (Tyrone, 8.) ; Answers, Mr. Bryce 


Farr Rent ApPEALS.—Questions, Mr.Vincent Kennedy, Mr. T. W. Russell and 
Mr. Flavin ; Answers, Mr. Brvce 


ConGEsTED Dtsrricts Boarp CLERKS—EXAMINATION PApEeRS.—Question, 
Mr. Vincent Kennedy ; Answer, Mr. Brvce 


IntsH Bankruptcy LAw.—Question, Mr. Charles Craig (Antrim, 8.); Answer, 
Mr. Llovd-George .. - ee na a bs 


Trish FIvance.—Questions, Sir Thomas Esmonde ; Answer, Mr. McKenna 


THe UNEMPLOYED.—Question, Mr. Harold Cox age Answer, The Prime 
Minister and First Lord of the Treasury (Sir H. ( — ]]-Bannerman, 
Stirling Burghs) .. a - v a P er as ‘a 


SELECTION (STANDING COMMITTEES).—Nir BRAMPTON GURDON reported from the 
Committee of Selection, That they had discharged the following Member 
from the Standing Committee on Law, and Courts of Justice, and Legal Pro- 
cedure, in respec t of the Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Bill : Mr. Secretary 
Gladstone and Sir Charles Dilke ; and had appointed in substitution : Mr. 
Leif Jones and Mr. Wiles. 


Sir Brampron Gurpon further reported from the Committee, That they 
had discharged the following Member from the Standing Committee on 
Trade (including Agriculture and Fishing), Shipping, and Manufactures : 
Mr. Higham; and had appointed in substitution Mr. Charles Hobhouse 


f2 


Page 


790 


790 


791 


792 


796 


796 








Ixxxiv TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
June 26.) 


Sir Brampton Gurpon further reported from the Committee, That they 
had discharged the following Member from the Standing Committee on 
Law, and Courts of Justice, and Legal Procedure: Mr. Charles Hobhouse ; 
and had appointed in substitution Mr. Higham. 


Reports to lie upon the Table 


SELECTION (StanpING ComMiTrEES).—Sir Brampton GuRpDoN reported from 


the Committee of Selection, That they had discharged the following Members 
from the Standing Committee on Law and Courts of Justice, and Legal Pro- 
cedure, in respect of the Charitable Loan Societies (Ireland) Bill: Mr. John 
Redmond, Mr. Clancy, Mr. O’Shee, Captain Donelan, and Mr. Halpin ; and 
had appointed in substitution : Mr. MacVeagh, Mr. Power, Mr. Murnaghan, 
Mr. Swift MacNeill, and Mr. Hugh Law. 


Report to lie upon the Table 


SELECTION (STANDING CoMMITTEES).—Sir BRAMPTON GuRDON reported from the 


Committee of Selection, That they had added to the Standing Committee 
on Law, and Courts of Justice, and Legal Procedure, the following fifteen 
Members, in respect of the Bills of Exchange Act (1882) Amendment Bill : 
Mr. Attorney-General, Sir Frederick Dixon-Hartland, Sir Arthur Bignold, 
Mr. Holden, Mr. Hambro, Mr. Napier, Mr. Pearson, Mr. Godfrey Baring, 
Sir George Kekewich, Sir Frederick Banbury, Mr. Walker, Mr. Waldron, 
Mr. John Phillipps, Sir Thomas Glen Coats, and Mr. Nicholls. 


Reports to lie upon the Table 


Workmen's Compensation Bill.—Reported, with Amendments, from the 


Standing Committee on Law, etc. 


Ordered, That the Report do lie upon Table, and be printed. [No. 216.] 


Ordered, That the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Standing Com- 
mittee be printed. [No. 216.] 


Ordered, That the Bill (as amended in the Standing Committee), be 
taken into consideration upon Monday next, and be printed. [Bill 272 


NEW BILL. 


Infant Life Protection Bill —‘‘ To amend the Infant Life Protection Act, 


1897,” presented by Mr. Staveley Hill; supported by Sir John Kennaway, 
Mr. Arthur Lee, Mr. Claude Hay, Mr. Walrond, Mr. Ramsay Macdonald, 
Mr. Hills, and Mr. Nicholls ; to be read a second time upon Tuesday, July 
3rd, and to be printed. [Bill 274] + - - = es 


Local Government (Ireland) Act (1898) Amendment Bill.—“ To amend the 


Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898, with respect to bridges,” presented 
by Mr. Patrick O’Brien ; supported by Mr. O’Mara and Mr. Meagher ; to 
be read a second time To-morrow, and to be printed. [Bill 275] ~ 


Canals Bill.—“ To amend the Law relating to Canals,” presented by Mr. Bar- 


ran; supported by Mr. Channing, Mr. Parkes, Mr. Cross, Mr. Field, Mr. 
Steadman, Mr. Ridsdale, Mr. Clement Edwards, Mr. Wiles, Mr. William 
Lever, Mr. Brunner, and Mr. Mond ; to be read a second time upon Tuesday, 
July 10th, and to be printed. [Bill 276] 
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Monastic and Conventual Institutions Bill. 
Mr. T. L. Corbett (Down, N.) Pe “ - + - ~o 199 
Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That leave be given to bring in a 
Bill, to appoint Commissioners to inquire as to the ‘growth i in numbers 
of Conventual and Monastic Institutions in Great Britain and Treland ; 


and whether any further regulations of such Institutions are required.” — 


(Mr. T. L. Corbett.) 
Mr. T. P. O'Connor (Liverpool, Scotland) .. - = se < 
Question put. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 72; Noes, 231. (Division List No. 151.) 


Education (England and Wales) Bill.— 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
[Mr. Emmort (Oldham) in the Chair.} 
Clause 4 :— 
Amendment propose!— 


‘In page’2, line 39, to leave out the word ‘ may’ and insert the 
word “ shall.” —(Mr. Evelyn Cecil.) 


Question again proposed, ‘“‘ That the word ‘ may’ stand part of the Clause.” 


The President of the Board of Education (Mr. Birrell, Bristol, N.) .. 805 
Mr. John Redmond (Waterford) ie - oer re ~~. oe 


Mr Atherley-Jones (Durham, N.W.)  .. _ a o# ow 
Mr. F. E. Smith (Liverpool, Walton “3 “a ea ~~ - sa 
M. Adkins (Lancashre, Middleton) * si . ce he as 
Mr. Dillon (Mayo, E.) “4. "829 
The Prime Minister and First Lord of the Treasury ask He tai Campbell: 
Bannerman, Stirling Burghs) x . oe 


Mr. A. J. Balfour (City of London’ si re x a .. ., 840 
Question put. 
The Committee divided :— dyes, 340; Noes, 237. (Division List No. 152.) 
Dr. Macnamara (Camberwell, N.) .. os +“ a3 .. 849 
Amendment proposed— 
‘In page 2, line 39, after the word - may,’ to insert the words 
‘subject to an appeal to the Board of Education in event of refusal.’ ” 


—(Dr. Macnamara.) 


Question proposed, ‘ That those words be there inserted.* 
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Mr. A.J. Balfour... a oe 2% a eg .. 849 
Lord R. Cecil ( veil E. ) aha ce Se ie os ws 800 
Mr. Birrell... “ ee ee 7% a .. 850 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. Cave (Surrey, Kingston) 0 ea ee zi a -« Oe 
Amendment proposed— 


a Th pace os line L to leave out the words . in al urban area.” 7 
S 
(M Ve Cave.) 


Question proposed, ‘ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the clause.” 


The Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Education (Mr. Lough, 


Islington, W.) a os ae Poe os. OOa 
Mr. Abel Smith (Hertfordshire, Hertford) Ne ” os ee ». 853 
Mr. Starkey (Nottinghamshire, Newark) .. ae - = .. O64 
sir Thomas Esmonde (Wexford, N.) or i “7 ‘a .. 855 
Mr. Talbot (Oxford University) — .. $5 és es - -- a 
Mr. John Redmond (Waterford) .. oe se ze ay .. 859 
Mr. Yorall (Nottingham, W.) a8 + A Ke da .. 860 
Mr. Middlemore (Birmingham, N.) a x - ‘ -. 61 
Mr. Nussey (Pontefract) be a ts ate as a .» 862 
Jolenel Williams (Dorsetshire, W.) .. " sie “ve a .. 863 
Mr. Stuart (Sunderland) .. - o ie “ ~ .. 864 
Ur. Lough .. ts és as .. 864 
Mr. Clavell Salter (Hampshire, Basingstoke) 0 es sa .. 864 
Mr. R. Peace (Staffordshire, Leek) . en pi _ - .. 866 
Mr. Bridgeman (Shropshire, Osw estry) : as 4 a SOE 
The Solicitor-General (Sir W. Robson, South Shields) ae ie oo (LO 
Sir William Anson (Oxford University) .. oe es as .. 871 
Mr. Joseph Walton (Yorkshire, W.R., Barnsley) ie i .. 875 
Mr. Laurence Hardy (Kent, Ashford) “ 3 “a - OF 
Mr, T, P. O'Connor —— sit een oa oe 2G oa See 
Mr. Birrell... : ie ee ee ne .. 879 
Mr. A. J. Balfour Se ee oe oe so ee ee .. 882 


Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 544; Noes, 186. (Division list, No. 153.) 





And, it being after Eleven of the clock, the Chairman left the Chair to 
make his Report to the House. 


Committee report Progress ; to sit again to-morrow. 


Cork City Railways and Works Bill [py OrpER].—Order for Third Reading 
tead (King’s consent signified). 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “‘ That the Bill be now read the third 
time.” 


Mr. O’Shee (Waterford, W.) .. ae - es - “ .. 891 
Mr. Power (Waterford, E.) .. its te ca we ae .. 893 
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Amendment proposed— 


“To leave out the word ‘ now,’ and to add the words ‘ upon this 
day three months.’ ”—(MMr. O’Shee.) 


Question proposed, “ That the word ‘ now’ stand part of the Question.” 


The Financial Secretary to the Treasury (Mr. McKenna, Monmouthshire, 
N.) + oe es te ae ye Se Ms .. 894 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Main Question put. and agreed to. Bill read the third time, and passed. 


Wirral Railway (Extension of Time) Bill [Lorvs].—Order read, for resuming 
Adjourned Debate on Amendment to Question [24th May], “ That the Bill 
be now read a second time.” 


Which Amendment was— 


“To leave out the word ‘ now,’ and at the end of the Question to 
add the words ‘ upon this day three months.’ ”—(Mr. William Lever.) 


Question again proposed, * That the word ‘ now’ stand part of the Question.” 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Main Question put, and agreed to. Bill read a second time, and com- 


mitted. 
Mr. W. H. Lever (Cheshire, Wirral) es me te a .. 894 
Mr. Summerbel/ (Sunde rland) Par os os ee ee .. 895 


Motion made and Question proposed, “ That it be an Instruction to the Com- 
mittee that they shall provide that the Wirral Railway Company shall 
not run any omnibus in any city, borough, or other urban district 
provided with a system of tramways or omnibuses except with the 
consent of the local authority or local authorities, as the case may be, 
working such tramways or omnibuses.”—(.Mr. W. H. Lever.) 


Mr. Tomkinson (Cheshire, Crewe) se Ae “, a «- 
Mr. William Rutherford (Liverpool, West Derby) At ae .. 898 


Amendment proposed— 


* At the end of the proposed Amendment, to add the words, ‘ but 
that if such consent shall be unreasonably withheld the matter shall be 
determined by the Board of Trade, whose decision shall be final and 
binding.” °"—(Mr. Tomkinson.) 


” 


Question proposed, “* That those words be there added 
Colonel Lockwood (Essex, Epping) .. s oe Pe $3 «« 838 


Motion made, and Question, “ That the debate be now adjourned ’’—put, 
and negatived. 
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Question put, “That those words be there added.” 

The House divided :—Ayes, 90 ; Noes, 120. (Division List No. 154.) 

Main Question again proposed. 
Lord R. Cecil ‘ - ok as ee 
Mr. Harmood-Banner (Liverpool, Everton) 
The Parliamentary Secretary to the aiid (Mr. George Whiteley 7% i ork- 

shire, W.R., Pudsey) , ; , ‘ 

Mr. Forster (Kent, Sevenoaks) ‘ 
Mr. Claude Hay (Shoreditch, Hoxtony 
Lord Turnour (Susser, Horsham) . 
Mr. Shackleton (Lancashire, Cl itheroe) 
Mr. W. H. Lever “4 - 
Colonel Lockwood ; 
Mr, Vivian (Birkenhead) .. o S =e 5 ae 
Sir F. Banbury (City of London) .. a aie “ 


Mr. W. H. Lever rose in his place, and claimed to move, “ That the question 
be now put.” 


Question, “‘ That the Question be now put,” put and agreed to. 

Question put accordingly, “ That the debate be now adjourned.” 

The House divided :—Ayes, 34; Noes, 153. (Division List, No. 155.) 

Mr. Vivian claimed, “ That the Main Question be now put.” 

Main Question put accordingly. 

The House divided :—Ayes, 149 ; Noes, 35. (Division List, No. 156.) 

Ordered, That it be an Instruction to the Committee on the Bill, that they 
shall provide that the Wirral Railway Company shall not run any omni- 
bus in any city, borough, or other ubran district provided with a system 
of tramways or omnibuses except with the consent of the local authority 


or local authorities, as the case may be, working such tramways or 
omnibuses.—(.Mr. William Lever.) 


Musical Copyright Bill.—Order for the House to be again put into Committee 
read. 


Mr. I. P. O'Connor (Liverpool, Scotland) .. er es 7 ee 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 


Mr. CALDWELL (Lanarkshire, Mid.) in the Chair. 
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Clause 1 :— 
Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 6, to leave out the word ‘ music’ and insert the 
words ‘ copies of any musical work, or has in his possession any plates 
for thepurpose of printing or reproducing pirated copies of any musical 
work.’ ”—(Mr. Herbert Samuel.) 


Question proposed, “ That the word ‘ music ’ stand part of the clause.” 
Question put, and negatived. 


Question proposed, “ That the words ‘ copies of any musical work, or has in 
his possession any plates for the purpose of printing or reproducing 
pirated copies of any musical work ’ be there inserted.” 


And, it being after Eleven of the clock on Tuesday evening, and objection 
being taken to further proceeding, the Deputy-Chairman left the Chair 
to make his Report to the House. 


Committee report Progress. ‘To sit again this day. 


IncLosurEs (County oF CUMBERLAND).—Return ordered, “ showing (1) the 
number of Inclosures of common land made under the Inclosures Acts from 
1845 to 1899 in the County of Cumberland ; (2) list of parishes within which 
such lands are wholly or partly situate ; (3) total acreage of such Inclosures ; 
(4) average acreage of such Inclosures.’”—(Mr. Fullerton)  .. - ~- 913 


And, it being after half-past Eleven of the clock on Tuesday evening, Mr. 
SPEAKER adjourned the House without Question put. 


Adjourned at three minutes after One o'clock. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS: WEDNESDAY, 27ra JUNE, 1906. 
The House met at a quarter before Three of the Clock. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Bombay, Baroda, and Central India email Bill aad —As amended, 
considered ; to be read the third time .. : 913 


| Hampstead Garden Suburb Bill.—As amended, considered. Ordered, That 
Standing Orders 223 and 243 be suspended, and that the Bill be now read 
the third time.—(The Chairman of Ways and Means.) 

Bill accordingly read the third time, and passed .. _" - ee 915 


Hull and Barnsley and Great Central Railway Companies Bi Cinema) 
—As amended, considered ; to be read the third time “ty ‘ . 913 
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Hull and Barnsley Railway (Steam Vessels) Bili [Lorps].—As amended, 
considered ; an Amendment made ; Bill to be read the third time .. ‘ 


Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire iain Bill saad —As amended, 
considered ; to be read the third time : a : 


Sheffield District waaeieed Bill aera —As amended, x be considered 
upon Friday oil a an 


Trent Navigation taal Bill cae —As amended, considered ; to be 
read the third time 


Alexandra [((Newport and South Wales) Docks and Railway Bill 


[Lorps]; Dover Corporation Bill[Lords] ; Folkestone and District Electricity 


Supply Bill [Lords]; Portsmouth Water Bill [Lords]. — Read a second 


time, and committed 


South Eastern and London, Chatham, and aettel nalbwage Bill aes ; 


—To be read a second time to-morrow 
Truro Gas Bill [Lorps].—Read a second time, and committed .. 


Penllwyn Railway and Road Bill [Lorps].—Reported, with Amendments ; 
Report to lie upon the Table, and to be printed : 


PETITIONS. 


ADVERTISEMENTS REGULATION BiILt.—Petition from Wandsworth, for alteration 
of Law ; to lie upon the Table 


EpvucaTion (ENGLAND AND WALEs) BILL.—Petitions against ; from Cradley ; 
Ferring ; Gonalston ; Kingston (Sussex) ; Preston, East ; Tuck Hill, Alveley : 
Warleggan ; Warnham ; and Wimbledon ; to lie upon the Table 


Epvucation (ENGLAND AND Wates) BILL (RELIGIOUS TEACHING).—Petitions 
against alteration of Law ; from Aldershot ; Bolton (two); Criftins (two) ; 
Ellesborough (two) ; Facit (two); Martindale; North Ockendon ; Sander- 
stead ; Shawforth (two) ; and, Tardebigge ; to lie upon the Table 

Epvcation (Provision oF MEALS) (ScoTLanD) Bitt.—Petitions from Glasgow, 
against ; to lie upon the Table 


Inrant Lire Prorection.—Petitions for alteration of Law ; from Bristol; and, 
Leicester ; to lie upon the Table . 


Municipal Powers biii.—Petition from Cheltenham, against ; to lie upon the 


Table 


Poisons AND PHARMACY Bixi [Lorps].—Petitions for alterations ; from Bristol, 
East ; Brixton (two) ; Carmarthen and Llanelly (two) ; Glasgow ; Harrow ; 
Lancaster ; Midlothian (two); Preston (two); Walthamstow ; Wanstead ; 
West Sussex ; and, Wimbledon ; to lie upon the Table 


Street Betrine Bitt.—Petition from Wandsworth, in favour ; to lie upon the 
Tabl 
able 


ee 


Street Betrinc: Brit [Lorps].—Petition from Wandsworth, in favour; to lie 
upon the Table 
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SuNDAY TRADING (SCOTLAND) BiLL.—Petition from Glasgow, in favour ; to lie 
upon the Table... 43 ie i 7 


WoRKMEN’S COMPENSATION BiLL.—Petition from Glasgow, for alteration ; to 
lie upon the Table 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
Boarp or Epucation.—Paper [presented 26th June] to be printed. [No. 217.] 


MaLta.—Copy presented, of Correspondence between the Governor and the 
Archbishop-Bishop of Malta in regard to the holding of Protestant Mission 
Services at the Theatre Royal, “Malta [by Command]; to lie upon the 
Table , 


PaPER Latp UPON THE TABLE BY THE CLERK OF THE HousE.—Clergy Discipline 
Act. Copy of Additional Rules under the Clergy Disc _— Act, —_ 
dated 25th June, 1906 [by Act] . xf ; ‘ 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


PoIsoNs AND PHARMACY BILL—SUGGESTED REFEREN = TO A SELECT Com- 
MITTEE.—Question, Mr. Winfrey (Norfolk, 8.W.); Answer, Mr. Gladstone 


PUBLICATION OF EVIDENCE OF COMMITTEE ON AccoUNTS OF LocAL AUTHORITIES. 


—()uestion, Mr. Radford (Islington, E.) ; Answer, Mr. John Burns .. 


TRANSVAAL LAw AFFECTING TRUSTEES AND Estate Duty.—Question, Mr. 
Grove (Northamptonshire, 8.) ; Answer, Mr. Churchill 


TRANSLATION INTO CHINESE OF GOVERNMENT PROCLAMATIONS.—Question, Mr. 
Essex (Gloucestershire, Cirencester) ; Answer, Mr. Churchill 
ATTACKS ON JEWS IN Russta.—Question, Mr. Straus (Tower Hamlets, Mile End) ; 
Answer, Sir Edward Grey a 


British INsuRANCE COMPANIES AND MortGaGes ON Irish Lanp.—Question, 
Mr. Field (Dublin, St. Patrick) ; Answer, Mr. Lloyd-George . 


Protection oF Lire INsurANcE Poxicy-HoLpEers.—Question, Mr. Field ; 
Answer, Mr. Lloyd-George wi ‘ 


Brakes ON ELectric Cars.—Question, Mr. T. Davies (Fulham); Answer, Mr. 
Lloyd-George ei - ei ‘is es - ‘i ws “a 


DamaGeE TO Crops BY Motor TrRAFFIc.—Question, Mr. Rees (Montgomery 
Boroughs) ; Answer, Mr. John Burns 


Water Supp.y For CorTTaGEs AT Batty H:.. , BiRDBROOK, Ess—Ex.—Question, 
Mr. C. E. Schwann (Manchester, N.’ answer, Mr. John Burns 


EpvucaTioN BiLt—GoVERNMENT AMENDMENTS TO CLAUSE 6.—Question, Mr. 
Rawlinson (Cambridge University) ; Answer, Mr. Birrell .. “8 « 


EpvucaTion Briii (Frvancrat Proposats).— Question, Mr. Rawlinson; An- 
swer, Mr. Birrell .. at ais wi ce fs a we np 
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DiIsMIssED EMPLOYEES TRADING IN OPPOSITION TO THEIR LATE EMPLOYERS— 
Sueeestep LEGIsLaTIon.—Question, Mr. Hodge (Lancashire, Gorton) ; 
Answer, Sir John Walton.. 


DoneGaL County Counci, AND ARMY MEAT ContTRAcTs.—Question, Mr. Swift 
MacNeill (Donegal, E.) ; Answer, Mr. Haldane .. 


TipworTH BarRAcKs—ScAvVENGING TENDERS.—Question, Mr. Morse (Wilt- 
shire, Wilton) ; Answer, Mr. Haldane . .- 


GOVERNMENT WriTERS’ WAGES AT WEEDON.—Question, Mr. Grove ; Answer, 
Mr. Haldane 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 
Apmiratty Fiac List.—Questions, Mr. Bellairs (Lynn Regis); Answers, The 


Secretary to the Admiralty (Mr. Edmund Robertson, Dundee) 


DISCHARGES FROM WOOLWICH ARSENAL.—Question, Mr. Crooks (Woolwich) ; 
Answer, The Secretary of State for War (Mr. Haldane, Haddingtonshire) 


FourtH Battalion WoRrcESTERSHIRE REGIMENT.—Question, Mr. Ashley 
(Lancashire, Blackpool) ; Answer, Mr. Haldane ; as 


British CENTRAL AFRIcA—LABouR CoNnTRACTS.—Question, Mr. Rees (Mont- 
gomery Boroughs); Answer, The Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies (Mr. Churchill, Manchester, N.W.) 


CANADIAN EmicraTION Bounties.—Question, Mr. Hazleton (Galway, N.); 
Answer, Mr. Churchill 


CEYLON PEARL FIsHERIES.—Questions, Mr. Smeaton (Stirlingshire); Mr. 
Charles Hobhouse (Bristol, E.), and Mr. Swift MacNeill (Donegal, 8.) ; 
Answers, Mr. Churchill as ne es wd dee a 


Pay or Orricers IN Inp1A.—Question, Mr. Herbert Roberts (Denbighshire, 
W.); Answer, The Secretary of State for India (Mr. Morley, Montrose 
Burghs) ; . 


InDIAN GOVERNMENT APPOINTMENTS.—Question, Mr. Herbert Roberts ; Answer, 
Mr. Morley 


Inpian Excise ADMINISTRATION.—Question, Mr. Herbert Roberts; Answer, 
Mr. Morley .. , - 


Pusiic Processions IN BENGAL.—Questions, Dr. Rutherford (Middlesex, 
Brentford) and Mr. Rees ; Answers, Mr. Morley ; fs a 


THE PARTATION OF BENGAL.—Question, Mr. Rees: Answer, Mr. Morley .. a 


EstaTE Dvuties.—Questions, Mr. Sears (Cheltenham) ; Answers, The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer) ; (Mr. Asquith, Fifeshire, E.) 


DiscHARGE OF CRIMINAL LuNnatics.—Question, Mr. Marnham (Surrey, Chert- 
sey); Answer, The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Mr. Glad- 
stone, Leeds, W.) .. = eis i ate ne a a fe 
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TramcaR ACCIDENTs.—Questions, Mr. Myer (Lambeth, N), Mr. J. Henderson 
(Aberdeenshire, W.), Mr. Waterlow (Islington, N.), Mr. Cairns (Newcastle-on- 
Tyne), and Mr. Shackleton (Lancashire, Clitheroe) ; Answers, The President 
cf the Board of Trade (Mr. Lloyd-George, Carnarvon Burghs) ne ¢ 

IsLAND OF CAMBRAE STEAMER SERVICE.— Question, Mr. Barrie (Londonderry, 
N.); Answer, Mr. Lloyd-George ss we ‘i 

VaGRrancy CoMMITTEE’S Report. — Question, Mr. Marnham; Answer, The 
President of the Local Government Board (Mr. John Burns, Battersea) 


Epucation Act—Scuoot Errictency.—Question, Dr. Macnamara (Camber- 
well, N.); Answer, The President of the Board of Education (Mr. Birrell, 
Bristol, N.) .. ‘is és 


CONTRACTED-OUT SCHOOLS.—Questions, Dr. Macnamara, Lord Balearres (Lanca- 
shire, Chorley), Lord R. Cecil (Marylebone, H.), and Sir E. Carson (Dublin 


University) ; Answers, Mr. Birrell ey él oe ‘+ 
Purtn TEACHERS’ TRAVELLING EXPENSES.—Question, Mr. Armitage (Leeds, 
Central) ; Answer, Mr. Birrell os ee 


Ho.tyroop ParkK.—Question, Mr. Gulland (Dumfries Burghs); Answer, The 
First Commissioner of Works (Mr. Harcourt, Lancashire, Rossendale) 


METEOROLOGICAL SCIENCE GRANT.—Question, Mr. Young (Cavan, E.); Answer, 
The Financial Secretary to the Treasury (Mr. McKenna, Monmouthshire, N.) 
Roya Boranic GarpENs, Kew.—Question, Mr. Branch (Middlesex, Enfield) ; 
Answer, Sir Edward Strachey (Somersetshire, 5.) és a a 


ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSIONERS, SoutTH Lonpon EHsTAtTe.—Questions, Mr. 
Herbert Roberts ; Answers, Mr. Charles Hobhouse (Bristol, E.) _ 

COLONEL MALONE’s WesTMEATH Estate.—Question, Mr. Ginnell (Westmeath, 
N.); Answer, The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. Bryce, Aberdeen, 8.) 


Irish LAND VALUATION—JoHN Casey’s Ho.tpincs.—Questions, Mr. Ginnell ; 
Answers, Mr. Bryce 


THe FEATHERSTON-WHITNEY Estate.—Question, Mr. Ginnell; Answer, Mr. 
Bryce 


IrntsH INTERMEDIATE Epucation Boarp.—Questions, Mr. Thomas O’Donneli 
(Kerry, W.); Answers, Mr. Bryce x , e , 


VALUE oF TENANTS’ INTEREST.—Question, Mr. Ginnell ; Answer, Mr. Bryce 


oe 


LAND PurcHASE [yspecToRS.—Question, Mr. Ginnell; Answer, Mr. Bryce... 

CLEAVER Estate, County Roscommon.—Question, Mr. Hayden (Roscommon, 
S.); Answer, Mr. Bryce .. i es s os et a 

(REAT SEAL OF IRELAND.—Question, Sir Thomas Esmonde (Wextord, N.); 
Answer, Mr. Bryce or es ie oe ma . 
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Birta CertiFicaTE Fees.—Question, Mr. Sloan (Belfast, S.); Answer, Mr. | 
Bryce a = - a ss és vv in ~» 940 

CoNnsTABULARY FuND.—Questions, Mr. Sloan ; Answers, Mr. Bryce is ~~ 942 


ArDARA (DONEGAL) Evicrep TENANT.—Question, Mr. Swift MacNeill (Donegal, 
S.); Answer, Mr. Bryce .. es a Ss ee ie ue .. 942 


IrtsH LocaL GOVERNMENT BOARD—MR. MontTeIru’s APPOINTMENT.—Questions, 
Mr. Meehan (Queen’s County, Leix); Answers, Mr. Bryce... a ee eo | 
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Lorp CLANRICARDE AND HIS TENANTS.—Questions, Mr. John Roche, Mr. T. W. 
Russell (Tyrone, S.), Mr. Dillon (Mayo, E.), Mr. Kilbride (Kildare, 8.), Mr. 








Swift MacNeill; Answers, Mr. Bryce 9465 
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Answer, Mr. Bryce ; 7 _. 949 
Irish Herrinc Ixpustry.—Question, Mr. Boland (Kerry, 8.) ; Answer, Mr. 
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| 
DISSEMINATION OF NEWS IN Wak TiMeE.—Questions, Mr. Arthur Lee (Hampshire, 
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(Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman, Stirling Burghs) te = v4 .. 954 
Expirinc LAws.—Questions, Mr. O’Mara (Kilkenny, 8.) ; Answers, Sir H. Camp- 
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Pustic Ricuts or Way.—Question, Mr. J. Ramsay Macdonald (Leicester) ; 
Answer, Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman .. i - es i -. 955 


FERTILISERS AND FEEDING Srurrs Brit.—Question, Mr. Heaton Armstrong 
(Suffolk, Sudbury) ; Answer, Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman .. = .. 956 


Tue ATTACK ON British Orricers IN Egypr.—Question, Mr. Dillon ; Answer, 
Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman .. Ee “e Be ae xe .. 956 


Progress oF THE Epvucation Brii.—Questions, Mr. A. J. Balfour (City of 
London), Mr. Austin Taylor (Liverpool, East Toxteth), Lord R. Cecil; 
Answers, Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman.. me ee va a .. 958 


Sate or Inroxicatine Liquors (IRELAND) BiLt.—Reported from the Standing 
Committee on Trade, etc., with Amendments. 
Report to lie upon the Table and to be printed. [No. 218.] 


Minutes of the Proceedings of the Standing Committee to be printed. [No. 
218, ] 


Bill, as amended (in the Standing Committee), to be taken into consider- 


ation To-morrow, and to be printed. [Bill 277] .. Re ~~ .. 958 
NEW BILLS. 


Isle of Man (Customs Bill),—* ‘Ilo amend the law with respect to Customs 
Duties in the Isle of Man,” presented by Mr. McKenna ; to be read a second 
time upon Monday next, and to be printed. [Bill 278] a Be «e 959 


Meat Marking (Ireland) Bill —‘“ To provide for Marking of important Meat 
in Ireland,” presented by Mr. Field ; supported by Mr. Condon, Mr. Patrick 
O’Brien, Captain Donelan, and Mr. O'Mara ; to be read a second time upon 
Tuesday, 17th July, and to be printed. [Bill 279] .. i - c SS 
Education (England and Wales) Bill, 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
|Mr. Emmott (Oldham) in the Chair. ] 


Clause 4 :— 
Amendment proposed— 

“In page 3, line 2, to leave out the word ‘ the.’ ””»—(Mr. Villiers.) 
Question proposed, “ That the word ‘the ’ stand part of the clause” 


The President of the Board of Education (Mr. Birrell, Bristol, N.) oe GM 
Lord R. Cecil (Marylebone, EB.) .. ie ‘3 a «« 32 
Lord Morpeth (Birmingham) es ee an os -» 962 
Mr. Ashley, (Lancashire, Blackpool) “ e - me « 
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Question put. 
The Committee divided .—Ayes, 344; Noes, 87. (Division List No. 157.) 
Mr. Birrell... ws es oe 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 3, line 7, after the word ‘ that,’ to insert the words ‘ as 
the result of a ballot taken as to the wishes of the parents in accordance 
with regulations made for the purpose by the Board of Education it 
appears that.’ ”’—(Mr. Birrell.) 


Question proposed, ‘ That those words be there inserted.” 


Mr. A. J. Balfour (City of London)... 
Mr, Dillon (Mayo, E.) - 

Mr. Stuart (Sunderland) 

Sir Gilbert Parker (Gravesend) 

Mr. Perks (Lincolnshire, Louth) 

Mr. Birrell . os be 

Mr. Verney (Buckinghamshire, N.).. 

Sir E. Carson (Dublin University) 

Mr. Blake (Longford, 8.) 

Lord R. Cecil.. oe 

Mr. Birrell P 

Mr. Wyndham (Dover) 

Mr. Dillon 

Mr. Samuel Evans (Glamorganshire, Mid. .. 

Sir E. Carson. 

The Solicitor-General (Sir W. " Robson, South i Shiels) 

Mr. Cave (Surrey, micas 

Ur. Stuart 

Mr. A.J. Balfour .. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr. Asquith File shire, ‘E. ) 
Mr. Blake. a 
Mr. Laurence Hardy (Kent, Ashford) 

Mr. Birrell 

Mr. Wyndham . 

Sir Henry Fowler (W: olverhampton, £) 

Mr. Harold Cox (Preston) 

Sir Gilbert Parker (Gravesend) 

Mr. William Redmond (Clare, E.) 

Sir W. Robson 

Mr. A. J. Balfour 


Question put and agreed to. 
Mr. Evelyn Cecil (Aston Manor) .. be ai a 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 3, line 7, to leave out the words ‘ the parents of at least 
four-fifths,’ and insert the words ‘a reasonable number of parents.’ ” 


—(Mr. Evelyn Cecil.) 


Question proposed, “ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the clause.” 
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Mr. Birrell . 

Mr. Butcher (Cambridge U niversity) xe 
Mr. Lane Fox (Yorkshire. W.R., Barkston As wie ‘i 
Mr. Power (Waterford, E.) .. ; 

Lord Morpeth (Birmingham, 8.) 

Mr. William Redmond 

Mr. Birrell : 

Mr. J. Chamberlain (Birmingham, W. ) 

Mr. Gibbs (Bristol, W.) =e oe 


Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Aves, 312; Noes, 142. (Division List No. 158.) 


Page 


992 
993 
996 
996 
998 
999 


. 1000 
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. 1006 


Sir Thomas Esmonde (Wexford, N.) : 1011 

Amendment proposed— 

‘In page 5, line 8. after the word ‘ schools, to insert the words 

‘whose parents voted in the ballot.” ”—(Sir Thomas Esmonde.) 

Question proposed, ** That those words be inserted.” 
Mr. Dillon 1012 
Mr. Birrell .. a .. 1015 
Mr. T. P. O Connor (Line r poo! , Se otland) ; . old 
Lord Balcarres (Lancashire, Chorley) 1016 
Mr. Perks as 1017 
Mr. Shackleton (Lescaukive, ( Witheroe) 1017 
Mr, Burdeit-Coutts (Westminster) 1018 
Mr. William Redmond Be a 1020 
Mr. ged (Berkshire, Wok ingham) 1021 
Mr. J. Ward (Stoke-on-Trent) : 1021 
Mr. i. R. Mansfield (Lineo!nshire, Spalding ') 1021 
Sir W. Robson as ss 1022 
Mr. Rawlinson (Cambridge U ni versity) 1023 
Mr. Nield (Middlesex, Ealiny) 1024 


Question put, 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 158: Noes, 295. (Division List No. 159.) 
(Lord Re Ce cil) 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 5, line 9, to leave out the words ‘ public school.’ ”— 


(Lord R. Ceci!.) 


Question proposed. ** That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the clause.’ 


Mr. Dillon ; 

Mr, Alfred Hutton (Yorkshire W R. a ~ Morley) 
Mr. J. Chamberlain 

Mr. Birrell 

Mr. A. J. Balfour 
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Question put. 

The Committee divided :—Ayes, 367 ; Noes, 197. (Division List No. 1€@ ) 

And, it being a‘ter half-past Ten of the c’ock, the Chairman proceeded to 
put the Question on the Amendments proposed by the Government of 


which notice had been given, pursuant to the Order of the House of the 
18th June. 


Amendment made— 


Page 


“In page 5, line 20, by inserting, after the word ‘inquiry,’ the 


words ‘ and cause a ballot to be taken.’ °—(Mr. Birrell.) 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 3, line 22, at the end, to insert the words ‘ extended 
facilities shall not be afforded under this section except where the use 
of the schoolhouse is given, or the schoolhouse is transferred, to the 
local education authority free of any rent or other payment. ”~—(.MVr. 


Birrell.) 
Question put, “ That the Amendment be made.” 
The Comm ttee divided :—Aves, 360 ; Noes, 200. (Division List No. 161.) 
Amendment made— 


“in page 3, line 25, by inserting, after the word *‘ inquiry,’ the 
words ‘and causing a ballot to be taken.’ °—(.Mr. Birrel/.) 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 4. line 2, at the end, to add the words ‘ where the local 

education authority refuse to agree to an arrangement offered to them 
by the owners of the schoolhouse of an existing voluntary school as 
respects the use of the schoolhouse, and the school is one in respect of 
which extended facilities could be granted under this section, and are 
desired, the owners of the schoolhouse may appeal to the Board of 
Education, and that Board may, if they think fit, after considering the 
circumstances of the case, and the wishes of the parents of children 
attending the school as to the continuance of the school with extended 
facilities, by order, make an arrangement under this Act with respect to 
the use of the schoolhouse on such terms and conditions as may be 
contained in the order, including, if thought fit, a condition requiring 
extended facilities to be afforded, but if under any special circum- 
stances of the case the Board think it expedient, they may, instead 
of making such an arrangement, make an order allowing the school to 
continue as a State-aided school. Provided that— 
“*(a) An order shall not be made under this provision unless the 
schoolhouse is, in the opinion of the Board of Education, structurally 
suitable ; and (b) An arrangement made by order for the use of a 
schoolhouse under this provision shall not have effect for more than 
five years. 
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“*Tt shall be the duty of the local education authority to comply 
with any condition contained in any arrangement made by an order 
under this section.” ’—(Mr. Birrell.) 


Question proposed, “ That the Amendment be mace.” 

Question put. 

The Committee divided :—Ayes, 318; Noes, 161. (Division List No. 162.) 
Amendment proposed— 


“ After the words last added, to add the words ‘ (5) The parents 
of at least twenty children attending a transferred voluntary school, if 
aggrieved by the mode in which extended facilities are afforded by a local 
education authority, may appeal to the Board of Education, and that 
Board, if satistied, after considering the circumstances of the case, that 
there are reasonable grounds for the appeal, may make an order allowing 
the school to continue as a State-aided school, and providing so far as 
necessary for the cancelling of anv arrangement made with respect to 
the transfer or use of the schoolhouse and for any other matter for 
which provision is required in connection with the order.’ ”—(Mr. 


Birrell.) 
Question put, “ That the Amendment be mace.” 
The Committee divided :—Avyes, 392; Noes, 156. (Division List No. 163.) 
Amendment made— 


“ By adding, after the words last added, the words ‘ (6) Where 
an order is made under this section allowing a school to continue as a 
State-aided school, the Board of Education may, notwithstanding 
anything in this Act, pay to that school, although it is not a school 
provided by the local education authority, the Parliamentary grants 
which would be payable in respect of the school or the scholars in the 
school if it was a school so provided, so long as all other statutory 
conditions affecting the payment of grants, so far as applicable to the 
school, are complied with in the case of the school.’ ”°—(Mr,. Birrell.) 


Amendment proposed— 


“ After the words last added, to add the words, ‘ (7) No child shall 
be reckoned, for the purposes of this section, as a child attending a 
school unless the child has attended the school with due regularity 
for at least six months in accordance with the code of minutes of the 
Board of Education for the time being in force in respect to public 
elementary schools, and if any question arises whether a child is a 
child attending a school for the purposes of this section that question 
shall be decided by the Board of Education.’ ”-—(.Mr. Birrell.) 


Question put, ‘‘ That the Amendment be made.” 
The Committee divided :—Aves, 444; Noes, 118. (Division List No. 146.) 


Question put, “ That the clause, as amended, stana part of the Bill.” 


g 2 


Page 
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The Committee divided :—Ayes, 415; Noes, 158. (Division List No. 165.) 
Clause 5 :— 


Amendment made— 

* In page 4, line 3, by leaving out the words ‘ take over’ and in- 
serting the words ‘ make an arrangement for the transfer to them, or 
the use by them, of the schoolhouse of.’ ’—(Mr. Birrell.) 


Amendment proposed— 
In page 4. line 8. at the end. to add the words ‘ but nothing in this 
section shall be construed so as to apply the provisions of this Act 
allowing an appeal to the Board of Education in cases where a local 


education authority refuse to make an arrangement as respects the 
use of the schoolhouse of an existing voluntary school,’ ”—(.Mr. Birrell.) 


Question put. “ That the Amendment be made.” 
The Committee divided :—Avyes, 352; Noes, 182. (Division List No. 16 6.) 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 


Whereupon the Chairman left the Chair to make his Report to the 
House. 


Committee report Progress ; to sit again upon Monday next. 
Epvucation (ENGLAND AND WaALEs) | ExPpeNses].—Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 
{Mr. Emmott (Oldham) in the Chair.] 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “‘ That it is expedient to authorise the 
payment, out of moneys to be provided by Parliament, of an additional 
Annual Grant, not exceeding one million pounds, to be distributed 
among Local Education Authorities in pursuance of any Act of the 
present session to make further provision with respect to Education in 
England and Wales, and of the remuneration and Expenses of the 
Commissioners appointed under such Act.” —(.MWr. Lough). 


Question put forthwith, pursuant to the Order of the House of the 18th June. 
The Committee proceeded to a Division. 


The Chairman named Mr. Whiteley and Mr. Joseph Pease as Tellers for the 
Aves: but, there being no Members willing to act as Tellers for the 
Noes, he declared the Aves had it. 
Resolution to be reported upon Monday next .. - me ie .. L079 
Musical Copyright Bill.—Order for Committee read. 
Mr. T. P. O'Connor (Liverpool, Scotland) .. se ee ae .. 1080 


Objection being taken, Commitree was deferred til To-morrow. 
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Rights of baad B]ll.—Order for Committee read, and discharged, Bill with- 


drawn 


East Inpra (Orricers) (EXCHANGE ComMPENSATION).—Address for “* Return 
containing copies of all the Resolutions issued by the Government of India 
with regard to the grant of Exchange Compensation allowance to Kuropean 
Officers of the Indian Service.” —(Sir Seymour King) .. 


And it being after half-past Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday Evening, 
Mr. Speaker adjourned the House without Question put, pursuant to 
the Standing Order. 


Adjourned at twenty-one minutes after Twelve o’clock. 


HOUSE OF LORDS: THURSDAY, 28TH JUNE, 1906. 


Lord Graves (Claim to Vote). Several witnesses ordered to attend the Com- 
mittee for Privileges on Monday next, and produce documents 


Earldom of Norfolk. Several witnesses ordered to attend the Committee 
for Privileges on Monday next, and produce documents. . 


Worcester Election, Message to the Commons for copies of Minutes of the 
evidence taken at the trial of the Worcester election petition 


The Lord Petre took the Oath. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted the House that the Clerk of the Parlia nents 
had laid upon the Table the Certificate from the Examiners that the further 
Standing Orders applicable to the following Bill have been complied with : 
Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Electric Power. 


And also the Certificates that the Standing Orders applicable to the 
following Bills have been complied with: Pier and Harbour Provisional 
Orders (No. 1); Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 2); Water 
Provisional Order. 


The same were ordered to lie on the Table 


Great YarmouthWaterworks and Lowestoft Water and Gas Bill [#.1.]; 
The King’s Consent signified ; and Bill reported from the Select Committee 
with Amendments 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 4) Bill [u.L.] ; Tramways Orders 
Confirmation Bill [H.L.].—The Order made on Friday last, appointing cer- 
tain Lords the Select Committee to consider the Bills, discharged 


Lord Tredegar’s mupementeny® Estate Bill - L.}; read 3*, and passed, and 


sent to the Commons 


North and South Shields Electric pamony? eens Brixham Gas (Electric 
Lighting) Bill; Read 3%, and passed... 4a as ne a 
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Kettering Water Bill.—Read 3°, with the Amendments, and passed, and 
returned to the Commons = = ne is a we .. 1082 


Hampstead Garden Suburb Bill; Cork City Railways and Works Bill.— 


Brought from the Commons, read 1* ; and referred to the Examiners .. 1082 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 4)Bill [x.v.]; Tramways Orders 
Confirmation Bill [H.u.].—Report from the Committee of Selection, That 
the Five Lords appointed a Select Committee on the Uxbridge Gas Bill and 
another Bill do form the Select Committee for the consideration of the 
Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 4) Bill [H.L.], and the Tramways 
Orders Confirmation Bill [H.u.]; read and agreed to. All petitions re- 
ferred to the Committee, with leave to the petitioners praving to be heard 
by counsel against the Bills to be heard as desired, as also counsel for the 
Bills - si i Lj ss “ “5 - es .. 1082 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 5) Bill: Electric Lighting Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 6) Bill. House in Committee (according to order) ; 
sills reported without Amendiment : Standing Committee negatived ; and 
Bills to be read 3 To-morrow... es ats me oe os .. 1082 


Gas and Water Orders Confirmation Bill. [#.1.], Gas Orders Confirnation 
(No. 1) Bill({a.L.]; Gas Orders Confirmation (No. 2) Bill [#.L.]; Water 
Orders Confirmation Bill [a.u.|: Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 3) 
Bill [H.1.].—Read 3" (according to order), and passed, and sent to the 
Conmons .. oe os Bs ea ae me ens ee .. 1082 


PETITIONS, 
Epucation.—Petition in favour of maintenance of existing religious education 


in Church of England Schools ; of parents and guardians of children attend- 
ing school at Colne ; read, and ordered to lieonthe Table .. i LOZ 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


Worcester Evection.—Minutes of evidence taken at the trial of the Worcester 
election petition communicated (pursuant to Message of this day) .. .. 1083 


Boarp oF Epvucation (1906).—Code of Regulations for Public Elementary 
Schools with schedules... xa a2 an 9 “5 ash .. 1083 


CoLoNIes : ANNUAL. 

No. 486. St. Helena (Report for 1905) : és ah =4 Ss .. 1083 
TRADE Rerorts : ANNUAL SERIEs. 

No. 3653. Russia (Odessa). 

No. 3654. France (Nice). 

No. 3655. Turkey (Salonica). 

No. 5656. Germany (Trade of Germany for 1905). 


No. 3657. Venezuela (Careas) .. ate 2, * 25 bs .. 1083 


EccLesiasticaL DiscipL1ne.—Report of the Roval Commission . . ek .. 1083 
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PENAL SERVITUDE Acts, 1853-1891 (ConpiTIonaL LicENcE).—Licence granted 
by His Majesty to Constance Farrilley, a convict under detention in Ayles- 
bury Prison, permitting her to be at large on condition that she enter the 
London Female Preventive and Reformatory Institution, Milton House, 
Chelsea zs “3 he 2 on - “s + - ee 


Evectric Licutine Acts, 18382 To 1902 (PRocEEDINGS).—Report by the Board 
of Trade respecting the applications to and proceedings of the Board of Trade 
under the Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 to 1902, during the past year 


Pitotace.—Abstract of returns relating to pilots and pilotage in the United King- 
dom (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper No. 309 of Session 1905), as fur- 
nished by the various pilotage authorities 


Harwicu Harsour.—Abstract of the Accounts of the receipts and expenditure 
of the Harwich Harbour Conservancy Board froim the time of their incorpora- 
tion down to and inclusive of March 51st, 1906. 


Laid before the House (pursuant to Act), and ordered to lie on the 
Table 


Exposives Act, 1875.—Thirtieth Annual Report of His Majesty’s Inspectors of 
Explosives, for 1905 ts 3 ~ os we oY 3 wi 


TonnaGe.—Report of the Committee appointed by the Board of Trade to inquire 
into the operations of Section 78 and 87 of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, 
in regird to the measurement of the tonnage of steamships: with minutes 
of evidence, appendices, and index. I. Report; II. Minutes of evidence, 
appendices, and index 

Navy.—(New Construction)—Memorandum explanatory of the programme of 
new construction for 1905-1906; with details not included in the Navy 


Estimates for 1906-1907. 


(Wireless Telegraphy)—Agreement between the Admiralty and the 
Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company, dated July 24th, 1905. 


Presented (by command), and ordered to lie on the Table 


Oxrercy Discrpttne Act, 1892.—Additional Rules, dated the 25th day of June, 
1906, under the Act Re Ss 


Justices of the Peace (No. 2) Bill.—Amendments sien (according to 
order), and Bill to be read 5° to-morrow ; 2 as ons 


Indian Railways Act Amendment Bill: Education of Defective Children 
(Scotland) Bill.—Read 3* (according to order), and passed 


Municipal Corporations Bill.— Amendment me irted (according to order), 
and Bill to be read 3" to-morrow .. i : x wd 


Tue FLAG at WESTMINSTER. 
The Earl of Meath 


The Lord Steward of the Household (te E = o Lie er npod). 
Lord Stanmore , a: 
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ArMY Meat ConTRACTS. 


The Earl of Mayo 
The Under Secretary of State for War (The Earl of Portsmouth) . 2 


WorcEsTER ELEcTION. 
The Lord Chancellor (Lord Loreburn) 

Moved, ** To agree with the Commons in the Address to His Majesty, and to 
fill up the blank with ‘ Lords Spiritual and Temporal and ’ ”’—(The Lord 
Chancellor.) 

On Question, Motion agreed to. 

The Lord Steward and the Lord Chamberlain to present the Address on the 
part of this House; the Lord Chamberlain to learn His Majesty’s 


pleasure concerning the presentation of the said Address. 


House adjourned at Five o’clock till To-morrow half-past Ten 
> 
oO clock. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS: THURSDAY, 287rH JUNE, 1506. 
The House met at a quarter before Three of the Clock. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE BILis [Lorps] (STANDING ORDERS NoT PREVIOUSLY INQUIRED INTO COM- 
PLIED WITH).—Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table Report from one of the 
Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the case of the following 
Bill, originating in the Lords, and referred on the First Reading thereof, 
the Standing Orders not previously inquired into, and which are applicable 
thereto, have been complied with, viz.: Kent Electric Power Bill [Lorps] 


Ordered, that the Bill be read a second time 


Dublin Police Bill (No Sranpina Orpers AppLIcABLE).—Mr. Speaker laid 
upon the Table Report from one of the Examiners of Petitions for Private 
Bills, pursuant to the Order of the House of the 20th day of June, That, 
in the case of the following Bill, no Standing Orders are applicable, viz. :— 


Dublin Police Bill 


Sutton, Southcoates, and nee Gas Bill.—Lords Amendment con- 


sidered, and agreed to 


Barry Railway Bill a iti the third time, and iia without 
Amendment a oe a ; ; 


Great Northern ear Bill.—To be read the third time upon Monday 
next “ os a “ 538 = 
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Rutherglen Burgh Order Confirmation Bill.—‘ To confirm a Provisional 
Order under the Private Legislation Procedure (Scotland) Act, 1899, re- 
lating to Rutherglen Burgh,” presented by Mr. Sinclair ; read the first time ; 
and ordered (under Section 9 of the Act) to be read a second time upon 
Monday, July 9th, and to be printed. [Bill 280. ] 


Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 8) Bill.—Reported with 
Amendments [Provisional Orders confirmed]. Report to he upon the 


Table. 


Bill as amended to be considered to-morrow 


Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 11) Bill.—Reported, without 
Amendment [Provisional Orders confirmed|.—Report to lie upon the 


Table. 


Bill to be read the third time to-morrow 


Local Government Provisional Order (Housing of the Working Classes) 
Bill.—Reported without Amendment [Provisional Order confirmed]. 
Report to lie upon the Table. 


Bill to be read the third time to-morrow 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Order (No. 3) Bill.—Reported, without 
Amendment [Provisional Order confirmed].—Report to lie upon the Table. 


3ill to be read the third time to-morrow 


Manchester Churches Bill ae Sectiiais with Amendments. Report 
to lie upon the Table , ae ; we ar 


Londan County Council (Electric Supply) Bill.—Reported from the Select 


Committee [Preamble not proved]. Report to lie upon the Table 


London County Council (Electric Supply) Bill—Special Report from the 
Select Committee brought up, and read. Report to lie upon the Table, and 
to be printed. [No. 219.] 


Minutes of proceedings to be printed. [No. 219.] 


London and North Western Railway Biil [Lorps].—Reported, with Amend- 
ments. Report to lie upon the Table, and to be printed : , ‘a 


Rattway Bits (GRovup 7).—Mr. Osmonp WIL.IAMs reported from the Com- 
mittee on Group 7 of Railway Bills ; That, for the convenience of parties, 
the Committee had adjourned till Tuesday next, at a quarter before Eleven 
of the Clock. 


Report to lie upon the Table 


Private Bitts (Group I).—Mr. Toutmry reported from the Committee on 
Group I of Private Bills ; That, at the metting of the Committee this day, a 
letter was received from Mr. Henry, one of the Members of the said Com- 
mittee, stating that he was unable, on account of domestic affliction, to 
attend the Committee this day. 


Report to lie upon the Table 
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MESSAGE FROM THE Lorps.—That they have agreed to, Dowlais Gas Bill, Merthyr 
Tydfil Gas Bill, with Amendments. 
Amendments to, Haslingden Corporation Bill [Lords], without 
Amendment o¥ 


PETITIONS. 
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Suppty [l4rH ALLotrep Day] 


Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
[Mr. Emmort (Oldham) in the Chair. ] 
Civit Services AND REVENUE DEPARTMENTS Estimates, 1906-7.—Ctass IT. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “‘ That a sum not exceeding £110,146, 
be granted to His Majesty, to complete the sum necessary to defray 
the Charge which will come in course of perme nt during the vear ending 
on the 31st day of March, 1907, for the Salaries and Expenses of the 
Department of Agriculture and other Industries and Technical Instrue- 
tion for Ireland, and of the services administered by the Department, 
including sundry Grants in Aid.” 


Mr. Conor O'Kelly (Mayo, W.)  .. es 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That a sum, not excee ling £110,046, 
be granted for the said Service.—(Mr. Conor O' Kelly.) 





Mr, O Dowd (Sligo, S.) 

Dr, Ambrose (Mayo, W.) 

Mr. Hayden (Roscommon, 8.) 

Mr. Dolan (Leitrim, N.) 

Mr. Duffy (Galway, S.) 

Mr. Thomas O’ Donnell (Kerry, W 4 

Mr. T. W. Russell (Tyrone. 8.) 

Mr. William Redmond (Clare. E.) .. 
The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. Bryce, Aber deen, Ss) 53 
Mr, William O’Brien (Cork) 


And, it being a quarter past Eight of the clock. and there being Private 
Business set down by direction of the Chairman of Ways and Means 


under Standing Order No. 8, further Proceeding was postponed without 
Question put. 


Great Northern Railway (Ireland) Bill [Lorps] (py OrpER).—Second Read- 
ing deferred till Monday, July 9th, at a quarter past Hight of the clock. 


SuppLy. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
[Mr. CALDWELL (Lanarkshire, Mid.) in the Chair.] 


Civit SERVICES AND REVENUE DEPARTMENTS Estimates, 1906-7.—C ass IT. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That a sum, not exceeding £110,146, 
be granted to His Majesty, to complete the sum necessary to defray 
the Charge which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1907, for the Salaries and Expenses 
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of the Department of Agriculture and other Industries and Technical 


Instruction for Ireland, and of the services administered by that 
Department, including sundry Grants in Aid.” 


Whereupon Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That a sum not exceed- J 
ing £110,046, be granted for the said Service.” —(Mr. Conor O’ Kelly.) 





Mr. Boland (Kerry, S.) "7 a ah .» 1312 
Sir Thomas Esmonde (Wexford, N.) oe .. 1214 
Mr. Farrell (Longford, N.) .. .- 1215 
Mr. Brigg (Yorkshire, W.R., Keighley) a fe me .. 1216 
Mr. Murphy (Kerry, E.)  . $4 a re . .. 1217 
Mr. Barrie (Londonderry, N. ) ee a “i .. 1220 
Mr. Verney (Buckinghamshire. N ). x ae v iS .- 1223 
Mr. Dillon (Mayo, E.) 2% es i Gs $3 .. 1224 
Mr. T. W. Russell .. *s Ne te am .. 1229 
Mr. Hugh Law (Donegal, W. " ts x vi a oy .. 1230 
Mr. Edward Barry (Cork County, S.) fs ie €3 .. 1233 
Mr. Byles (Salford, N.) ar t Se = .. 1234 
Mr. Paul (Northampton) 1255 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

Original Question put, and agreed to. 

Resolution to be reported upon Monday next ; Committee to sit again upon 
Monday next. 

Musical Copyright Bill. 

Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 

Committee report Progress ; to sit again To-morrow .. ag es -« 12936 

Adjourned at four minutes after Eleven o’clock, 
HOUSE OF LORDS: FRIDAY, 297TH JUNE, 1906. 
EARLDOM OF NoRFOLK.—Message to the Commons for leave for the proper officer 

to attend the Committee for Privileges of this House in order to his being 

examined as a witness, and that he do bring with him the Journals of the 

House of Commons in order to their being produced before the said Com- 

mittee ee € oa - ue ea oy ine 7 ~» 1237 


The Lorp CastLemarne took the\Oath. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Tae Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted the House that the Clerk of the Parliaments 
had laid upon the Table the Certificates from the Examiners that the further 
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Standing Orders applicable to the following Bills have been complied with : 
St. John’s (Westminster) Improvement ; C ‘ork City Railways and Works. 


The same were ordered to lie on the Table .. 


Midland Railway Bill.—The King’s Consent signified; and Bill reported 
from the Select Committee, with Amendments : 2 sc - 


London and South-Western wanted dienes from the Select Com- 
mittee, with Amendments ae ‘ 


Epsom and Ewell Gas epee from the Select Committee, with 
Amendments : se R ae e - 56 re 


Uxbridge Gas Bill. —Reported from the Select Committee, with Amendments 


Waterford Corporation and asia Bill. oie from the Select Com- 
mittee with Amendments : i Bee - ae 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 4) Bill [1.u.].—Reported from 
the Select Committee, with Amendments, and committed to a Committee 
ot the Whole Eouse 


Poole Corporation Water Bill.—Moved, That the order made on the 26th 
day of March last, “That no Private Bill brought from the House of 
Commons shall be read a second time after the 19th day of June next,” 
be dispensed with, and that the Bill be now read 2"; agreed to; Bill read 
2* accordingly, and committed. The Committee to be proposed by the 
Committee of Selection 


London County Council (Money) Bill.—Moved, That the order made on the 
26th day of March last, ** That no Private Bill brought from the House of 
Commons shall be read a second time after the 19th day of June next,” be 
dispensed with ; agreed to 


Barry Railway Bill [H.v.}|.—Returned from the Commons agreed to 


Sutton, Southcoates, and Drypool Gas Bill.—Returned from the Commons 
with the Amendment agreed to .. cs ais $3 ; 


London County Council oe Bill.—To be read 2* on Thursday next.— 
(The Chairman of Committees.) a = i si i ee 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 1) Bill; Pier and Harbour 
Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill: Water Provisional Order Bill.—Moved, 
That the order made on the 26th dav of March last, “* That no Provisional 
Order Confirmation Bill brought from the House of Commons shall be read a 
second time after the 19th day of June next,” be dispensed with, and that 
the Bills be now read 2*; agreed to; Bills read 2" accordingly 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 5) Bill; Electric Lighting Pro- 
visiona! Orders (No. 6) Bill. Read 3 (according to order), and passed 


Sea Fisheries Provisional Order Bill.—~ouse in Committee (according to 
order).—Bill reported without Amendment. Standing Committee negatived 
and B'll to be read 3* on Monday next 
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Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders(No.1) Bill; Pier and Harbour Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 2) Bill. Committed to a Committee of the Whole House 
on Monday next 1238 
Water Provisional Order Bill.—Committed : The Committee to be propose: 
by the Committee of Selection - $2 ine it a .. 1238 
Local Government Provisional Order (Housing of Working Classes) 
Bill (No. 145); Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 8) Bill (No. 
146); Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 11) Bill (No. 147).— 
Brought from the Commons and read 1*; to be printed ; and referred to the 
Examiners .. 1238 
RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
Lunacy.—Sixtieth Report of the Commissioners in Lunacy, 1906. Presented 
(by Command), and ordered to lie on the Table .. 1239 
Pustic Works Loan Biiu.—Thirty-first Annual Report of the Public Works 
Loan Board, 1905-1906 ; with appendices 1239 
Woops, Forests, AND Lanp Revenvues.—Eighty-fourth Report of the Com: 
missioners of His Majesty’s Woods, Forests, and Land Revenues, dated 29th 
June, 1906 .. 1239 
Post OrricE (MonEy OrpERsS).—The Money Order Amendment (No. 1) Regula- 
tions, 1906, dated 22nd June, 1906. 
Laid before the House (pursuant to Act), and ordered to lie on the Table 1239 
MeTROPOLITAN AMBULANCE SERVICE.—Petition for inquiry as to desirability of ; 
of borough of Kensington ; read, and ordered to lie on the Table 1239 
JUSTICES OF THE PEAcE (No. 2) Brtt.—Read 3* (according to order), with the 
Amendments, and passed, and returned to the Commons 1239 
MunicrpaL Corporations Bitt.—Read 3* (according to order), with the Amend- 
ment, and passed, and returned to the Commons . 4239 
Army QUALIFYING EXAMINATION. 
The Earl of Mayo 1239 
The Under-Secretary of State jor War (The Earl of Portsmouth) . is 1340 
Sour ArrIcAN LaBour. 
Lord Harris. , .. 1240 
The Secretary of State for the Colonies (The Earl of Elgin) . 1244 


House adjourned at five minutes past Five o’clock, till Monday 
next, Eleven o'clock. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS: FRIDAY, 29TH JUNE, 1906. 


The House met at Twelve of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Private Bits [Lorps] (STANDING ORDERS NoT PREVIOUSLY INQUIRED INTO 
COMPLIED WITH).—Mr. SPEAKER laid wpon the Table Report from one of the 
Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the case of the following 
Bills, originating in the Lords, and referred on the First Reading thereof, the 
Standing Orders not previously inquired into, and which are applicable 
thereto, have been complied with, viz.:—Nettlebed and District Commons 
(Preservation) Bill [Lords]; Ritz Hotel, Limited, Bill [Lords] ; Folkestone, 
Sandgate, and Hythe Trumways Bill [Lords]. 


Ordered, That the Bills be read a second time... ate ne ec RET 


Cambrian “eat Bill ee —Read the third time, and ee with 
Amendments : Be “a ts ie .. 1247 


Bury Corporation Bill [Lorps]; Clacton Urban District Council Bill { Lords]. 
—As amended, considered ; Amendments made; Bill to be read the third 
time ES Ss a as ove ae a aie - > $247 


Newocort Harbour Commissioners Bill [Lorps]; Railway Clearing System 
(Superannuation Fund) bill [Lords].—As amended, considered ; to be read 
the third time - vs er Pa si 5a + * -. 1248 


Sheffield District Railway Bill [Lorps] (By OrpeR).—As amended, con- 
sidered ; to be read the third time es ite ws es ae .. 1248 


Local Government Provisional Order (Housing of Working Classes) 
Bill.—Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 11) Bill; Pier and 
Harbour Provisional Order (No. 3) Bill—Read the third time, and passed .. 1248 


Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 8)Bill.—As eatin onsidered, 
read the third time, and passed .. “a - ae ‘ si ~» 3248 


Kingston-upon-Hull Corporation Bill.— Reported, with Amendments. Re- 
port to le upon the Table, and to be printed .. ‘is “s “ ~- 1248 


Private Bitts (GRoup H).—Mr. Mooney reported from the Committee on 
Group H of Private Bills, That, for the convenience of parties, the Com- 
mittee had adjourned till Tuesday next, at half-past Eleven of the Clock. 


Report to lie upon the Table =~ we ee ae oy .. 1248 


MESSAGE FROM THE Lorps.—That they have agreed to :—Indian Railways Act 
Amendment Bill; Education of Defective Children (Scotland) Bill; North 
and South Shields Electric Railway Bill; Brixham Gas (Electric Lighting) 
Bill, without Amendment. 
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Kettering Water Bill—With Amendments. 


That they have passed a Bill, intituled, “* An Act to contirm certain Pro- 
visional Orders made by the Board of Trade, under the Gas and Water 
Works Facilities Act, 1870, relating to Bolsover and District Water, Great 
Grimsby Gas, Great Grimsby Water, Hoylake and West Kirby Water, 
Wath-upon-Dearne and District Gas, and Wollaston Gas.” [Gas and Water 
Orders Confirmation Bill [Lords.] 


Also, a Bill, intituled, ‘‘ An Act to confirm certain Provisional Orders 
made by the Board of Trade, under the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act, 
1870, relating to Charing Gas, Chichester Gas, Corsham Gas, Farnham Gas, 
and King’s Lynn Gas.” [Gas Orders Confirmation (No. 1) Bill [Lords.] 


Also, a Bill, intituled, ‘‘ An Act to confirm certain Provisional Orders 
made by the Board of Trade under the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act, 
1870, relating to Newport Pagnell Gas, Pontardulais Gas, Raunds Gas, Red- 
ditch Gas, and Saint Austell Gas.’ [Gas Orders Confirmation (No. 2) Bill 
{ Lords. ] 


Also, a Bill, intituled, ‘** An Act to confirm certain Provisional Orders 
made by the Board of Trade under the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act, 
1870, relating to Herne Bay Water, Maidstone Water, Mid-Kent Water, 
Rickmansworth and Uxbridge Valley Water, Sleaford and District Water, 
and Slough Water.” [Water Orders Confirmation Bill [Lords.] 


Also, a Bill, intituled, ‘ An Act to confirm certain Provisional Orders 
made by the Board of Trade under The Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 and 
1888, The Electric Lighting (Scotland) Act, 1890, and The Electric Lighting 
(Scotland) Act, 1902, relating to Bellshill, Blantyre, Bothwell, Dunfermline 
and District, Dunoon, Fochabers, Inveresk, Shettleston, and Tollcross, and 
Uddingston.” [Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 5) Bill [Lords.] 


And, also, a Bill, intituled, ‘An Act for confirming an agreement 
between the right hon. Godfrey Charles, Viscount Tredegar, and the trustees 
ot his settled estates, and the Alexander (Newport and South Wales) Docks 
and Railway Company, for the conveyance to the Company of lands forming 
part of the settled estates ; and an Agreement between the Company and 
Lord Tredegar for the issue to Lord Tredegar of a sum of £100,000 Preferred 
Ordinary Stock of the Company ; for authorising the trustees of the settled 
estates to purchase from Lord Tredegar a sum of £25,000, part of such last- 
mentioned Preferred Ordinary Stock; and for other purposes.” [Lord 
Tredegar’s Supplemental Estate Bill { Lords. ] 


Earipom or NorroLtk.—That they request that this House will be pleased to 
give leave to the proper officer of this House to attend, in order to his being 
examined as a Witness before the Committee for Privileges, and to bring 
with him the Journals of this House in order to their being produced before 
the said Committee 26 - ae ee ei 


Gas and Water Orders Confirmation Bill |Lorps],—Read the first time ; 
referred to the Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills, and to be printed. 
[Bill 286] .. a nF < - “s ee on ee - 
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Gas Orders Confirmation (No. 1) Bill [Lorps].—Read the first time; re- 
ferred to the Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills, and to be printed. 


[Bill 287] 


Gas Orders Confirmation (No. 2) Bill [Lorps].—Read the first time; re- 
ferred to the Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills, and to be printed. 
[Bill 288] 


Water Orders Confirmation Bill [Lorps].—Read the first time; referred 
to the Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills, and to be printed. — [Bill 289} 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 3) Bill [Lorps].—Read the first 
time ; referred to the Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills, and to be 
printed. [Bill 290] 


Lord Tredegar’s Supplemental Estate Bill [Lorps].—Read the first time ; 
and referred to the Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills .. ; : 


PETITIONS. 


BETTING AND GAMBLING.—Petitions from Hyde, for legislation ; to lie upon the 
Table 


Dust Crvin Brut Court AMENDMENT Brit.—Petition from Dublin, in favour ; 
to lie upon the Table 


Epvucation (ENGLAND AND WaALEs) BILL.—Petitions against; from Alvaston 
and Boulton: Byichan, Denbigh, and other places in the Diocese of St. 
Asaph ; Cholsey (two); Newport; Rhiw; and Wylam; to lie upon the 
Table - es x ~ st ne : 


Epvcation (ENGLAND AND WALES) BILL (RELIGIOUS TEACHING).—Petitions 
against alteration of Law; from Beccles; Biddenham: Clophill; Dacre 
and Soulby ; Newbiggin; Podington ; Sedgefield ; Stamton; and Upper- 
thong (two) ; to lie upon the Table 


Inrant Lire Prorection.—Petitions for alteration of Law ; from Stone; and 
Whitby ; to lie upon the Table 


LAND VALUES TAXATION, ETC. (ScoTLAND) Brtt.—Petition from Glasgow, 
against ; to lie upon the Table 


PorIsoNns AND PHARMACY BILL[Lorps].—Petitions for alteration ; from Glasgow ; 
Manchester ; and Whitby ; to lie upon the Table 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


SuGar Convention (No. 5), 1906).—Copy presented, of Report of Proceedings 
of the International Sugar Commission, Spring Session, 1906 [by Command] ; 
tolieuponthe Table = J.. - - ‘e oe - 


PuBiic Works Loan Boarp.—Copy presented, Thirty-first Annual Report (for 
1905-6), with rn es s[by Ac tI to lie upon the Table, and te be printed. 
[No. 227] .. ee te Sts ae ee ss 
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Woops, Forests, anD LaNnp REveNvuEs.—Copy presented, of Kighty-fourth 

Report of the Commissioners, dated June 29th, 1906 [by Act]; to lie upon 

the Table, and to be printed. [No. 228] Se pa .. 1252 
IsLE oF Man.—Account presented, of Revenue and Expenditure for the year 

ended March 31st, 1906, with the Report of the Comptroller and Auditor- 

General thereon [by Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 229} 1252 
Post Orrice (MonEY ORDERS).—Copy presented, of the Postal Order (Inland) 

Amendment (No. 1) Regulations, 1906, dated June 22nd, 1906 [by Act]: 

to lie upon the Table “ ~~ om i “ a .- 1252 


IncLosurEs (County or Norro.Lk).—Return ordered, “ showing (1) the number 
of Inclosures of common land made under the Inclosure Acts from 1845 
to 1899 in the County of Norfolk ; (2) list of parishes within which such 
lands are wholly or partly situate ; (3) total acreage of such Inclosures ; (+4) 
average acreage of such inclosures” (Mr. Winfrey.) a oe 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


DisMissaAL OF IrisH NATIONAL ScHOOL TEACHERS.—Question, Mr. Thomas 
O'Donnell (Kerry, W.) ; Answer, Mr. Bryce 


RATEABLE VALUE AND INcomMe Tax ON Bass’s, ALLSOPP’S, AND GUINNESS’S 
BREWERY.—Question, Mr. Fetherstonhaugh (Fermanagh, N.); Answer, 
Mr. McKenna ; 


TRANSPORTATION OF UNEMPLOYED TO THE COLONIES.—Question, Sir Charles 
Dilke (Gloucestershire, Forest of Dean) ; Answer, Mr. John Burns .. 


Report oF Motor Cars Commisston.—Question, Mr. Younger (Ayr Burghs) ; 
Answer, Mr. John Burns .. 


OUTBREAK OF OPHTHALMIA AT RuGBy.—Question, Mr. R. Pearce (Staffordshire, 
Leek); Answer, Mr. John Burns ue - a pe as aa 


INCREASE OF RATES BETWEEN NEWHAVEN AND DtEpPE).—Question, Sir John 
Brunner (Cheshire, Northwich) ; Answer, Mr. Lloyd-George .. , . 


Boarp oF Epucation LIBRARY CATALOGUE.—Question, Mr. Thomasson (Leices- 
ter); Answer, Mr. Birrell : a 


ORANGE PROcESSIONS AT CARRICKMORE.—Question, Mr. Murnaghan (Tyrone, 
Mid.) ; Answer, Mr. Bryce . . - 


Elections (Meetings in Schoolrooms) Bill [Lorps].—Read the first time ; 
to be read a second time upon Wednesday next, and to be printed. [Bill 


285] 


Land Tenure Bill.—As amended (by the Standing Committee) further con- 
sidered. 


Sir Frederick Banbury (City of London) 
Mr. Gardner (Brkshire, Wokingham) 
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. 1252 
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Amendment proposed— 


In page |, line 10, to leave out sub-section (1) of Clause 1.”- 
(Sir Frederick Banbury.) 


Question proposed, ‘ That the words proposed to be left out, to the end of 
page 1, line 17, stand part of the Bill.” 


Sir Edward Strachey (Somersetshire, 8.) 

Lhe Solicitor-General for Scotland ( Mr. Ure, ,, Linlithgowshire) 
Sir EB. Carson (Dublin University) .. ee 

The Solicitor-General (Sir W. Robson, South Shields s) 
Colonel Lockwood (Essex, Epping) .. me 

Mr. Walter Long (Dublin County, 8.) a 

Colonel Kenyon-Slaney (Shropshire, Newport) 

Mr. Abel Smith (Hertfordshire, Hertford) 

Mr. Courthope (Sussex, Rye) 


Question put. 
The House divided :—Aves, 226; Noes, 74. (Division List No. 167.) 
Colonel Kenyon-Slaney 
Amendment proposed— 
In page 1, line 21, after the word ‘ tenant,’ to insert the words 
* desirous of farming in accordance with the custom of the county.’ ” 
(Colonel Kenyon-Slaney.) 
{Juestion proposed, ‘* That those words be there inserted.” 
Mr. Soares (Devonshire, Barnstaple) 
Mr. Lambton (Durham, S.E.) 
Mr. Brace (Glamorganshire, 8.) . 
Lord ie ( Yorkshire, N.R., , Thirsk) 
Mr. Nussey (Pontefract) ’ 
Sir H. Aubrey-Fletcher (Susser, Lewes) 
Mr. Munro Ferguson (Leith Burghs) 
Mr. Georye Faber (Yorkshire) ci 
Mr. Soares rose in his place, and claimed to move, “ That the Question 
be now put.” 
Question put, “* That the Question be now put.” 
The House divided :—Ayes, 270 ; Noes, 68. (Division List No. 168.) 


Question put accordingly, “ That those words be inserted in the Bill.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 67 ; Noes, 269. (Division List No, 169.) 


Mr. Abel Smith é ae ve ra sie at ie 
Mr. Laurence Hardy (Kent, Ashjord) se Hs a ne ae 
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Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 22, to ‘eave out sub-section (2) of Clause 1.”— 


(Mr. Abel Smith.) 


Question proposed, “ That the words proposed to be left out, to ‘ contract ’ 
in page 1, line 24, stand part of the Bill.” 


Mr. Soares... 

Mr. Gardner (Berks hire, W okingham) ne ne ae 
Colonel Harrison-Broadley (Yorkshire, E.R., Howdensh?ie) 
Mr. Everett (Suffolk, Woodbridge) .. ie a 
Mr. Mitchell-Thomson (Lanarkshire. N.W.) 

Lord Turnour (Sussex, Horsham) 

Mr. Walter Long a 

Mr. Bertram (Hertfordshire, Hitchin) 

Mr. Courthope (Susser, R ye) : 

Mr. Cawley (Lancashire, Prestwic h) 

Mr. Hicks- Beach (Gloucestershire, Teirle ‘bu uy ra} 

Mr. Courtney Warner (Staffordshire, Lichfield) 

Mr. Seddon (Lancashire, Newton) . 

Captain Balfour (Middlesex, Hornse ) 

Mr, Guest (Cardiff District) 

Sir E. Carson .. ee ap a ie 

Lord Willoughby de Eresby (Lincolnshire, Horveastle) 


Mr. WrvFrey rose in his place, and claimed to move, “ That the Question 
be now put.” 


Question put, “ That the Question be now put. 
The House divided :—Ayes, 312; Noes, 85. (Division List No. 170.) 


Question put accordingly, “ That the words proposed to be left out, to the 
word ‘ contract,’ in page 1, line 24, stand part of the Bill.” 


The House divided :—Aves, 292; Noes, 112. (Division List No. 171.) 


Mr. Cochrane .. 





Amendment proposed 


‘In page 1, line 24. after the word ‘ or’ to insert the words ‘ under 
9999 1 
any.’ °—(Mr. Cochrane.) 


Question proposed, “ That these words be there inserted.” 


Mr. Soares .. bs a es ers we my 
Colonel Kenyon- -Slaney ‘ es es ; ‘ 

Mr. Shackleton (Lancashire, Clitheroe) -, ae a ae wa 
Mr. Lambton .. oe =: es kf oe 3 a es 
Mr. Walter Long chs Sed = ae HE ne da re 


Question put. 
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The House divided :—Ayes, 93 ; Noes, 301. (Division List No. 172.) 


Sir E. Carson a Bes sy Ri ate ‘ga ne We 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1. line 54, after the word ‘ tenancy * to insert the words 
‘ relating to compensation for improvements.’ ”—(S/r Edward Carson.) 


s 
. 


Question proposed, “ That those words be there inserted 


Sir W. Robson ‘a 
Sir Frederick Banbury 


Mr. SoaREs rose in his place, and claimed to move, * That the Question be 
now put.” 


Question put, “‘ That the Question be now put.” 
The House divided :—Aves, 519; Noes, 85. (Division List No. 173.) 


es 


Question put accordingly, “ That the words ‘ relating to compensation for 
improvements ’ be there inserted.’ ” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 88; Noes, 304. (Division List No. 174.) 


Mr. Soares claimed, ‘* That the Question, ‘ That the Words of the Bill to the 
end of Clause | stand part of the Bill,’ be now put.” 


Question put, “‘ That the Question. ‘ That the words of the Bill to the end of 
Clause 1 stand part of the Bill,’ be now put.” 


The House divided :—Aves, 296 ; Noes, 80. (Division List No. 175.) 


Question put accordingly, “‘ That the words of the Bill down to the end of 
Clause 1 stand part of the Bill.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 290; Noes, 74. (Division List No. 176.) 


And, it being after Five of the clock, further consideration of the Bill, as 
amended, stood adjourned. 


Bill, as amended (by the Standing Committee), to be further considered 
upon Wednesday next. 


Whereupon Mr. Speaker, in pursuance of Standing Order No. 3, adjourned 
the House without Question put. 


Adjourned at twenty-one minutes after Five o’c!loek till Monday next. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS: MONDAY, 2np JULY, 1906. 


Lorp Graves (CLAIM TO VoOTE).—Committee for Privileges met. Counsel 
heard to open the case on behalf of the claimant. Witnesses examined. 
The Attorney-General and the Attorney-General for Ireland appearing on 
behalf of the Crown ; the Attorney-General for Ireland heard. Claim con- 
sidered. Then it was resolved that the Petitioner, Henry Cyril Percy Graves, 
Lord Graves, Baron of Gravesend in the Peerage of Ireland, hath made out his 
claim to vote at the elections of Representative Peers for Ireland; the 
report thereof to be made to the House a - ius as .. 1333 


Lorp Graves (CLAIM TO VOTE). The evidence taken before the Committee for 
Privileges to be printed. (No. 148) .. 4 i “i we .. 1533 


EARLDOM oF NorFroLk.—Committee for Privileges met. Counsel heard to open 
the case on behalf of the claimant, Lord Mowbray. Committee adjourned 
to Thursday next. 2; be ae ne ne “ ee .. 1333 
Several Lords took the Oath. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS 


London County Council (Tramways and npowmnenty) ) Bill.— Witnesses 
ordered to attend the Select Committee oe z ae peer 5 * 


ey 
ee 
we 


Dublin, Wicklow and Wexford Railway Bill.—The Chairman of Com- 
mittees informed the House that the opposition to the Bill was withdrawn. 
The orders made on the 15th of June and Monday last discharged, and Bill 
committed for To-morrow Pr ‘a $i = os ee »» 1355 


Local Government Provisional Orders (Gas) Bill.—The Chairman of 
Committees informed the House that the Opposition to the Bill was with- 
drawn. The orders made on the 21st of June and Monday last discharged, 
and Bill committed to a Committee of the Whole House... ae dee 


ed 
ww 
a) 


Tramways Orders Confirmation Bill [4.L.|—Reported from the Select 
Committee with Amendments. and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House To-morrow ef a Ay bes re ae oy seek 


we 
we 
~Y 


Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Electric Power Bill.—Moved, That the 
order made on the 26th day of March last, ** That no Private Bill brought 
from the House of Commons shall be read a second time after the 19th day 
of June next,” be dispensed with, and that the Bill be now read 2 ; agreed 
to. Bill read accordingly, and committed... aa ‘2 a .. 1534 


Great Yarmouth Waterworks and Lowestoft Water and Gas Bill mie Xs. “I 
—Read 5 , and passed, and sent to the Commons .. 1334 


Metropolitan Railway Bill—Read 3, with the Amendments, and passed, 
and returned to the Commons a a a ae ae ce kde 


Pier and Harbour Pree ow baie 3) ee from the 
Commons... ; A 2 a .. 1354 


Great Northern Railway Bill—Brought from the Commons, read 1"; and 
referred to the Examiners ee “ig i ‘ei «a . -. 133 
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Cambrian Railways Bill [4.L.].—Returned from the Commons agreed to, 
with Amendments. The said Amendments considered, and agreed to .. 1334 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 1 Bill.—Pier and Harbour 
Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill. House in Committee (according to order) ; 
Bills reported without Amendment. Standing Committee negatived ; and 
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Sea Fisheries Provisional a Bill.—Read 3' (according to order), and 
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Pier and Harbour Provisional Order (No. 3) Bill.—Brought from the 
Commons and read 1*; to be printed; and referred to the Examiners. 
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Presented (by Command), and ordered to lie on the Table .. - e. 133: 


Post Orrice Savines Banks.—Accounts of all deposits received and paid during 
the year ended 31st December, 1905 ; together with a statement showing the 
aggregate amount of the liabilities of the Government to depositors in the 
Post Office Savings Banks on 31st December, 1905, and the nature and 
amount of the securities held by the Commissioners for the Reduction of the 
National Debt to meet those liabilities at that date .. me ay io Aloe 
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SUPERANNUATION.—Treasury Minute, dated 28th June, 1906, declaring that 
Edward Wallace, boy, Royal Small Arms Factory, Enfield, War Office, was 
appointed without a Civil Service certificate through inadvertence on the 
part of the head of his department. 
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Laid before the House (pursuant to Act), and ordered to lie on the Table .. 153: 
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Bills of Exchange [u.t.] 
Lord Avebury - i - sip si as “s .. 1335 


Order for resuming the debate, on the Motion for the Second Reading To- 
morrow, discharged ; and Bill, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 


THE COLONIES AND THE MERCHANT SERVICE. 


Lord Muskerry ee Ne sid ue Ap “ a .. 1336 
The Earl of Granard a ue ie ae m7; ae .. 1336 
RAFrs IN THE PActric. 
Lord Muskerry a a ae ay e = a aw ESSE 
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The Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (Lord Fitzmaurice) .. 1343 
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House adjourned at twenty-five minutes before Seven o'clock, till 
to-morrow, a quarter past Four o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS: MONDAY, 2nno JULY, 1905. 


The House met at a quarter before Three of the Clock. 


CoNTROVERTED ELectTions.—Mr. SPEAKER informed the House that he had 
received from the Judges appointed to try the several Election Petitions the 
Certificate and Report relating to the Election for the South Eastern or 
Bodmin Division of the County of Cornwall. 


And the said Certificate and Report from Mr. Justice Grantham and 
Mr. Justice Lawrance, Judges of the High Court of Justice, were ordered 
to be entered in the Journals of this House. 


Copy of Shorthand Writer’s Notes of Judgment and Evidence laid upon 
the Table by Mr. Speaker “i a ws Pe a ms .. 1366 
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CONTROVERTED ELEcTIONS.—Mr. SPEAKER informed the House that he had re- 
ceived from the Judges appointed to try the several Election Petitions the 
following Certificate and Report relating to the Election for the Attercliffe 
Division of the City of Sheffield. 


And the said Certificate and Report from Mr. Justice Grantham and 
Mr. Justice Walton, Judges of the Eigh Court of Justice, were ordered to 


be entered in the Journals of this House. 


Copy of Shorthand Writer’s Notes of Judgment and Evidence laid upon 
the Table by Mr. Speaker 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PROVISIONAL ORDER Biis [Lorps] (No StanpING ORDERS APPLICABLE).— Mr. 


SPEAKER laid upon the Table Report from one of the Examiners of Petitions 
for Private Bills, That, in the case of the following Bills, originating in the 
Lords, and referred on the First Reading thereof, no Standing Orders are 
applicable, viz. :—Education Board Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(Devon, &c.) Bill [Lorps]; Education Board Provisional Order Confirma- 
tion (London, No. 1) Bill [Lords]; Education Board Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (Kesteven, etc.) Bill [Lords]. 


Ordered, That the Bills be read a second time to-morrow 
Merthyr Tydfil Gas Bill.—Lords’ Amendments considered, and agreed to .. 


Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway Bill [Lorps}.—Hull and 
Barnsley and Great Central Railway Companies Bill [Lords].—Read the 
third time, and passed, with Amendments 


Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Tramways Bill aig —Read the 


third time, and passed, with an Amendment .. oe 


Trent Navigation eaten [Lorps].—Read the third time, and passed, 
with Amendments ae Pe ne ive 2 os ' 


County of Durham Electric Power Supply Bill [Lorps] ; Newcastle- a 
Tyne Electric Supply Bill [Lords].—Read a second time, and committed . 


Shropshire, Worcestershire, and Staffordshire eiaied aie Bill 
[Lorps]; to be read a second time to-morrow . 


Western Valleys (Monmouthshire) “eas ene Bill Eonetk —Read 


a second time, and committed. 


Local Government Provisional Orders (No.9) Bill.—Reported, with 
Amendments [Provisional Orders confirmed]; Report to lie upon the Table 
Bill, as amended, to be considered to-morrow 


MEssAGE FROM THE Lorps.—That they have agreed to—Electric Lighting 
Provisional Orders (No. 5) Bill; Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 
6) Bill, without Amendment. 


Municipal Corporations Bill, with an Amendment. 
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Justices of the Peace (No. 2) Bill, with Amendments. 


That they have passed a Bill, intituled, “ An Act to authorise the con- 
struction of further waterworks and the taking of water from the River 
Bure for the purpose of affording increased supplies of water by the Great 
Yarmouth Waterworks Company and the Lowestoft Water and Gas Com- 
pany, and to confer further powers upon those companies with reference to 
their respective undertakings ; and for other purposes.” [Great Yarmouth 
Waterworks and Lowestoft Water and Gas Bill [Lords]... a .. 1370 


Great Yarmouth Waterworks and Lowestoft Water and Gas Bill [Lorps]. 
—Read the first ime; and referred to the Examiners of Petitions for Private 
Bills - i - ” ah ai os oa es .. 1371 
Rattway Brits (Group 8).—Sir Lovis MacIver reported from the Committee 
on Group 8 of Railway Bills ; That, for the convenience of parties, the Com- 
mittee had adjourned till Wednesday, at Twelve of the clock. 
Report to lic upon the Table “ ‘3 - i ia .. 1371 
Great Northern Railway Bill. 
Colone! Lockwood (Essex, Epping) .. in es wd a «« BM 
Bill read a third time, and passed a es es er .. 1371 


PETITIONS. 


EpucaTIon (ENGLAND AND WALEs) BiLL.—Petitions against; From Allerton, 
Bywater, and Castleford; Allhallows; Amble; B ech Hill: Harwich; 


and, Newcastle-on-Tyne ; to lie upon the Tabl Pe 5 7 
EpucaTion (ENGLAND AND Wates) Britt (Reticious Teacuine).—Petitions 

against alteration of Law; From Brierley Hill (two); and, Tansley; to 

lie upon the Table ‘es _ a a a aa cn ‘ne: Aan 


LanD TenvurE BiL_.—Petition from Stirling, against ; to lie upon the Table .. 1372 


Lanp VaLuEs Taxation, &c. (ScoTLAND) BiLt.—Petition from Stirling, against ; 
to lie upon the Tabi# 4 es 3 i si “4 < .. 1372 


PuBLic ExPENDITURE.—Petition from Sydenham and Forest Hill, for reduction 
to lie upon the Table ws a ws a ea ad ns .. 1372 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


CRIMINAL AND JUDICIAL STATISTICS (IRELAND).—Copy presented, of Criminal and 
Judicial Statistics of (Ireland) for the year 1905. Part II. Civil Statisties 
{by Command) ; to lie upon the Table .. a <3 a4 es “9 ae 


Post Orrice Savincs Banks.—Accounts presented, of all Deposits received and 

paid during the year ended Decembe: 31st, 1905, together with a State- 

ment showing the aggregate amount of the liabilities of the Government 

to Depositors in the Post Office Savings Banks on December 31st, 1905, 

and the nature and amount of the Securities held by the Commissioners 

for the Reduction of the National Debt to meet those Liabilities at that date 

[by Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 230] a «+ ABZ 
VOL. CLIX. [FourtH Serigs.] i 
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SUPERANNUATION Act, 1884.—Copy presented, of Treasury Minute, dated Jun> 
28th, 1906, declaring that Edward Wallace, Boy, Royal Small Arms Factory, 
Enfield War Office, was appointed with a Civil Service Certificate, through 
inadvertence on the part of the Head of his er [by Act); to lie 





upon the Table .. * i - ; ‘ .. 1372 


TraDE Reports (ANNUAL SERrIEs).—Copies presented, of Diplomatic and Con- 
sular Reports, Annual Series, Nos. 3658 and 3661 — “ommand]; to lie upon 


the Table .. Ba = : : ee ae ae «» 1372 


Board oF Epucation.—Copy presented, of Regulations for the Training of 
Teachers and for the Examination of Students in Training Colleges [by 


Command]; to lie upon the Table + ve pe - i .. 13 


OsBornE.—Copy presented, of Report by the House Governor and Medical 
Superintendent at Osborne for the year ending March 31st, 1906 [by Com- 


mand]; to lie upon the Table .. “ és + i 3 -» 


Paper LAID UPON THE TABLE BY THE CLERK OF THE Howse. 
1. Richmond Bridge, Cash Account for the year 1905 [by Act]. 


Evectric Ligutine Acts, 1882 ro 1902 (APPLICATIONS AND APPEALS TO BOARD 
oF TRADE).—Return ordered, “ respecting the Applications to and Proceed- 
ings of the Board of Trade upon Applications for Provisional Orders and 
Appeals to the Board of Trade, respecting Electricity Undertakings for 
Session 1896 to Session 1905 (both inclusive) :— 


1. Applications for Provisional Orders under the Electric Lighting Acts, 
Session 1896 to Session 1905 (both inclusive) :— 


Section 1. In respect of areas in the administrative county of 
London. 


Section 2. In respect of other areas. 
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2. Appeals to Board of Trade in regard to works during ten years ended March, 
1906 :— 


Section 1. Administrative county of London— 
(a) by local authorities ; 
(b) by companies. 


Section 2. Other Areas— 
(a) by local authorities ; 
(b) by companies. 





| } 
| State if Appeal was } 


= : | 
Name and Object of Opposed or Decision of Board 


Date of Appeal. | Order. | Description of | 
Applicant. 


| Appeal. | Approved by Local of Trade. 
| Authorities. 











3. Applications and Appeals to Board of Trade in regard to change of pressure 
during ten years ended March, 1906 :— 


Section 1. Administrative county of London— 
(a) by local authorities ; 
(b) by companies. 
Section 2. Other areas— 
(a) by local authorities ; 
(b) by companies. 





Actual Pressure— 


| | 

| | | ; > 

| Name and | State if Opposed) Decision of 
| Order. | Description of | or Approved by | Board of 
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Date of Applica- 


tion or Appeal. | Applicant. | Local Authority. Trade. At date of | As 
| Application. | Altered. 
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4. Applications by local authorities for approval of Board of Trade in regard to 
hours of access to street boxes during ten years ended March, 1906 :— 


Section 1. Administrative county of London. 


Section 2. Other areas. 





Name and Description Decision of Board 


Date of Application. Order. of Applicant. of Brade 

















—(Dr. Macnamara.) 
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Railways in British Protectorates, Leased Territories, and Colonies 
(othe than the Transvaal and Orange River Colony) not possessing _re- 
sponsible Institutions, Address for “Return showing (1) the ownership and 
length of the Railways (a) in operation, (b) under construction, (c) autho- 
rised ; (2) the methods, including State guarantees, if any, by which th> 
funds for the construction of the Railways have been or are #eing raised ; 
(3) the total capital expenditure incurred or authorised,together with the latest 
figures as to the gross annual revenue derived from the existing lines of 
Railway, and the correspondin: working expenses.” —({Mr. Walker.) 


Vonunrerx Brigades. —Address for “‘ Return of the distribution of Provincial 
Volunteer Corps into Brigades and of the names of the officers appointed to 
command the Volunteer Provincial Brigades, showing their present age, 
place of residence, and their antecedent service either with the regular Army, 
the Militia, or the Volunteer Force, and the military scientific training they 
have passed through, such as the Staff College, the Royal Military Acade- 
mies, or the School of Musketry.”—(Sir Howard Vincent.) .. a - 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES, 


THE ProposED TRANSFER OF WORKMEN FROM CHATHAM Dockyarp.—Question, 
Mr. E. H. Lamb (Rochester) ; Answer, Mr. Edmund Robertson 
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Buxton s. ee Pe =A aS ae ae ae = 
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bell (Sunderland) ; Answer, Sir Edward Strachey 
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RemovaL oF Restrictioy.—Questien, Dr. Cooper (Southwark, Ber- 
mondsey) ; Answer, Sir Edward Strachey... a ak a or 


TypoIAN ARMY OFFICERS AND SERVICE wiTH MILITIA DURING SouTH AFRICAN 
War.—Question, Mr. Smeaton (Stirlingshire) ; Answer, Mr. Morley es 


Inp1an EpvucationaL ExpeNDITURE.—Question, Mr. O’Grady (Leeds, E.) ; 
Answer, Mr. Morley - me st ee ee a a ; 


ALLEGED WRONGFUL IMPRISONMENT OF Ryots AT BAcKERGUNJ.—Question, 
Mr. O’Grady ; Answer, Mr. Morley .. - i ‘3 - - 
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Erection or Lapovurers Corraces.—Question, Mr. P. A. MacHugh (Sligo, N.); 
Answer, Mr. Bryce we - ws + _ oe “ aa 
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Question, Mr. ’Mara (Kilkenny, 5.) ; Answer, Mr. Bryce 
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Education (England and Wales) Bill.—Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 
[Mr. Emmorrt (Oldham) in the Chair.} 
Clause 6 : 

Mr. Walters (Sheffield, Brightside) 


Amendment proposed— 


“Tn page 4. line 9, after the word * the.’ to insert the words ‘ obliga- 


tion of a. ””—(.Mr. Walters.) 


Question proposed, ‘‘ That those words be there inserted.” 


The President of the Board of Education (Mr. Birre!!, Bristol, N.) 
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Mr. Carlile (Hertfordshire, St. Albans) 
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Mr. Harwood (Bolton) 


Lord Balcarres (Lancashire, ( thorley) 


Mr. Charles Hobhouse (Bristol, E.) 
Mr. Pike Pease (Darlington) 
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Question put. 
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Mr. Austin Taylor (Liverpool, East Toxteth) a ee - .» 1515 

Mr. Wm. Redmond (Clare, E.) is - os - “ -. 1516 

Mr. Paul (Northampton)... oa ee ae we “x .. 1518 
Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 294; Noes, 247. (Division List No. 178). 


And, it being after eleven of the Clock, the Chairman left the Chair to make 
his Report to the House. 


Committee report Progress: to sit agzin to-morrow, 


Local Government Frovisional Order (No 10) Bill (By OrpER).— 
Order for Second Reading read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, ‘* That the Bill be now read a second 


time.” 
Mr. C. E. Schwann (Manchester, N.) “é + ve es .. 1523 
Mr. Kelley (Manchester, S. W.) , 1525 


Amendment proposed— 


“cc s, 


o leave out the word ‘ now’ and at the end of the Question to 
add the words ‘ upon this day three months.’ ”—(Mr. C. E. Schwann.) 


Question proposed, “ That the werd ‘ now’ stand part of the Question.” 


The President of the Local Government Board (Mr. John Burns, Battersea) 1526 


Mr, Scott (Ashton-under-Lyne) xs - ae “ “a ee 1529 
Mr. Field (Dublin, St. Patrick) .. : es ei ce <a 

Mr. Byles (Salford, N.) ie i is a5 ae .. 1531 
Mr. T. M. Healy Se N 4 a be ne e a a hee 
Mr. Haworth (Manchester, S.) ai Ne as A, .. 1532 
The Chairman of Ways and Means (Mr. Emmott, Oldham) rr .. 1533 
Mr. Shackleton (Lancashire, Clitheroe) .. oe ae is .. 1533 
Mr. Horridge (Manchester, E.) 7 “ m se “ .. 1A 


Question put. 
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The House divided :—Ayes, 202 ; Noes, 116. (Division List No. 179.) 
Main Question put, and agreed to. 
Bill read a second time, and committed. 

INTERMEDIATE Boarp (RULES). 


Mr. Thomas O’ Donnell (Kerry, W.) na she Pe es -- 1539 
Mr. John Redmond (Waterford) .. ar “a AC Be .. 1541 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “‘ That the Rules of the Intermediate 
Board for the year 1907, sealed the 19th day of June, be disapproved of.” 
—(Mr. Thomas O’ Donnell.) 
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Question put. 

The House divided :—Ayes, 72; Noes, 118. (Division List No. 180.) 

And, it being after half-past Eleven of the clock on Monday evening, Mr. 
SPEAKER adjourned the House without Question put, pursuant tc 


Standing Order. 


Adjourned at twenty-seven minutes after Two o'clock. 





HOUSE OF LORDS: TUESDAY, 3ro JULY, 1906. 


LorpD GRAVES (CLAIM TO VoTe FoR REPRESENTATIVE PEERS FOR LRELAND).— 
Report fiom the Committee for Privileges that Henry Cyril Percy Graves, 
Lord Graves, Baron of Gravesend in the Peerage of Ireland, had made out 
his claim as Baron Graves to vote at the elections of Representative Peers 
for Ireland ; read, and agreed to; and resolved and adjudged accordingly 1557 

Lorp Graves (CLAIM To VoTE FoR REPRESENTATIVE PEERS FOR [RELAND).— 
Ordered, That the Claimant do pay all the expenses attending the taking 
and printing the evidence, and also the cost of the examination of the evi- 
dence by an examiner appointed by the Crown Agent ae a ~- 1657 


The Lord Clonbrock took the Oath. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


London Squares and Enclosures Bill [x...].—Report from the Select Com- 
mittee, That the Bill on being reported should be referred to the Chairman of 
Committees in order that certain proofs and consents may be given in 
respect thereof; read and agreed to. The King’s consent signified; Bill 
reported from the Select Committee with Amendments ; and re-committed. 1557 


London County senege Bill sins sal from the Select Committee, with 


~~ 


Amendments aa an ‘ 7 ae ‘ ee iy 


London United Tramways Bill.—The King’s consent signified ; and Bill, 
Reported, witth Amendments ee ee ‘ wa iia .. 1557 
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Cheltenham Gas Bill.—Metropolitan Water Board Bill; Peterborough Gas 
Bill ; North East London Railway Bill.—Reported w ith Amendments .. 


Huddersfield Corporation Bill.—Macclesfield and District Tramways Bill ; 
Dublin, Wicklow and Wexford Railway Bill. ———" with Amend- 


ments 
South Surburban Gas Bill.—Reported, without Amendment mm be 


Twickenham and Teddington Electric Supply Bill.—The Chairman of 
Committees informed the House that the opposition to the Bill was with- 
drawn. The orders made on the 15th and 25th of June last discharged, and 


Bill committed. 


Middlesex County Council (General Powers) Bill.—The Chairman of Com- 
mittees informed the tlouse that the opposition to the Bill was withdrawn. 
The orders made on the 21st and 25th of June last discharged, and Bill 


committed 


Ascot District Gas (Electric Lighting) Bill —The Chairman of Committees 
informed the mouse that the opposition to the Bill was withdrawn. The 
orders made on the 14th and 25th of June last discharged, and Bill com- 


mitted 


Buckhaven, Methil, and Innerleven Burgh Extension Bill [x.1.|—Com- 
mitted. The Committee to be proposed by the Committee of Selection 


St. John’s (Westminster) Improvement Bill.—Moved, That the order made 
on the 26th day of March last, ** That no Private Bill brought from the House 
of Commons shall be read a second time after the i9th day of June next,” be 
dispensed with, and that the Bill be now read 2 agreed to: Bill read 2# 
accordingly, and committed. The Committee to be proposed by the 
Committee of Selection 


Metropolitan District Railway Bill.—Read 3* and passed 9 “ 


Epsom and Ewell Gas Bill; Waterford Corporation and Bridge Bill— 
Read 3*, with the Amendments, and passed, and returned to the Commons 


Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway Bill i L. » —Returned from 
the Commons agreed to, with Amendments .. aie 


Hull and Barnsley and Great Central Railway Companies Bill [1.1.]: 
Trent Navigation Company Bill [H.L.]—Returned from the Commons agreed 
to, with Amendments. The said Amendments considered, and agreed to 


Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Tramways Bill [u.1. oman from 
the Commons agreed to, with an Amendment i ‘ ae 


Merthyr Tydvil Gas Bill.—Returned from the Commons, with the Amend- 
ments agreed to “i ' , ee 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 1°) Bill; Pier and Harbour 
Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill.—Read 34 (according to order), and passed 
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Tramways Orders Confirmation Bill [#.v.]— Louse in Committee (according 
to order). The Amendments proposed by the Select Committee made. 
Standing Committee negatived. The Report of Amendments to be re- 
ceived on Thursday next a a ~ Ms es a .. 1559 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 4) Bill [H.L.].—House in 
Committee (according to order).—The Amendments proposed by the Select 
Committee made. Standing Committee negatived. The Report of 
Amendments to be received on Thursday next “a ke - .. 1559 


Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 9) Bill.—Brought from the 
Commons and read 1*; to be printed and referred to the Examiners. (No. 


151.) a Me We Re OE” ee See ne ee 
PETITIONS. 


Epucation.—Petitions in favour of denominational religious teaching in schools. 





Of teachers in schools at Shawforth Facit——Cheetham Hill ; of parents 
and guardians of children attending schools at Shawforth——Facit. 
Read, and ordered to he upon the Table af Be ae ae .. 1559 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


Company Law AMENDMENT CoMMITTEE.—Report of the Company Law Amend- 
ment Committee .. ee “7 “4 a me ne 1559 


TRADE ReporTs—ANNUAL SERIES.—No. 3662. Sweden (Gothenburg). 
Presented [by Command]; and ordered to lie upon the Table ad .. 1560 


Lire INsuRANCE CompaNtes.—The Lord Wolverton discharged from serving on 
the Select Committee, and the Viscount Hutchinson (£. Donoughmore) 
named of the Committee in his place... _ oe -- 1560 


WorcEsTER ELection.—The captain of the Gentlemen-at-Arms to attend His 
Majesty with the address on the aa of this House in the place of the Lord 
Steward... ¥ me ; s re “a +s as .. 1560 


CRIMINAL APPEAL Bit [H.L.].—Reported from the Standing Committee with 
further Amendments. The Report of the Amendments made in Committee 
of the Whole House, and by the Standing Committee to be received on 
Tuesday next ; and Bill to be printed as amended. (No. 150) *s .. 1560 


Ground Game Bill.—{Seconp Reaptne].—Order of the day for the Second 
Reading read. 


Lord Burghclere "3 es ‘< es ms wa a .. 1560 


Moved, ‘‘ That the Bill be now read 2a.”—(Lord Burghclere.) 


The Earl of Onslow - “% aes hy es zi .. 1564 
Lord Salto .. 4 es a ms “a - .. 1565 
Lord Hamilton of Dalzell oe es an ‘i 33 aa .. 1565 
The Marquess of Lansdowne i a as re ei .. 1566 


Lord James of Hereford ae e ee a és ase .. 1567 
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On Question, Bill read 2* accordingly, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House on Monday next. 


THE ConGou REE STATE. 


Lord Reay ... .. 1568 
The Under-Secretary of State jor Foreign Affairs ( ‘Lord Fitzmaurice) -« LOUD 
The Marquess of Lansdowne . < oe a2 1O82 
The Lord Archbishop of C ‘anterbury .. 9s ‘ ‘i .» 1587 
The Lord Privy Seal (The Marquess of Ripon) we i -- 1588 


House adjourned at ten minutes before Seven o’clock, to Thursday next, 
half-past Ten o'clock. | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS: TUESDAY, 3rp JULY, 1906. 


The House met at a quarter before Three of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PrivaTE Brits [Lorps] (No StranpiIne ORDERS Not PREVIOUSLY INQUIRED INTO 
APPLICABLE.—Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table Report from one of the 
Examiner of Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the case of the following 
Bill. originating in the Lords, and referred on the First Reading thereof, no 
Standing Orders not previously inquired into are applicable, viz. :—Lord 
Tredegar’s Supplemental Estate Bill [Lords]. 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time fy x we oe L589 


Bury Corporation Bill aie —Read the third time, and passed, with 
Amendments ie . ee a i ae bie e« 1089 


Clacton Urban District Council Bill [Lorps] (K1ve’s Consent sicNiFIED).— 
Bill read the third time, and passed, with Amendments ne ne .. 1589 


Newport Harbour Commissioners Bill [Lorps] (K1va’s Consent sIGNIFIED). 
—Bill read the third time, and passed, with Amendments .. Re -- 1590 


Railway Clearing System (Superannuation Fund Bill [Lorps] ; Sheffield 
District Railway Bill waittiie Read the third time, and passed, with 
Amendments ss r os ue ar os vs -- 1590 


Great Central and Lancashire, Derbyshire, and East Coast Railways 
Bill [Lorps]; Manchester Churches Bill [Lords]; Newtownards Urban 
District Council Bill a —As amended, considered ; to be read the third 
time ° Ne ais 2. 1590 


Pennllwyn Railway and Road Bill [Lorps]—As amended, considered ; 
Amendments made; Billto be read the third time .. aK = a 7 590 


Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 9) Bill.—As amended, con- 
sidered ; read the third time, and passed we os Ks wa .. 1590 
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Education Board Provisional Orders Confirmation (Devon, etc.) Bill 


[Lorps]; Education Board Provisional Orders Confirmation (Kesterven, 


etc.) Bill [Lords] ; Education Board Provisional Order Confirmation (Lon- 
don, No. 1) Bill [Lords].—Read a second time, and committed 


Newport Corporation Bill [Lorps]. Reported from the Police and Sanitary 
Committee, with Amendments; Report to lie upon the Table, and to be 
printed ; 


South Lincolnshire Water Bill: reported, with Amendments ; Report to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed ” - i Y ‘ 


Private Britis (Group I).—Mr. Tou.mrn reported from the Committee on 
Group I of Private Bills ; That, for the convenience of parties, the Committee 
had adjourned till Monday next, at half-past Eleven of the Clock. 


Report to lie upon the Table 


MESSAGE FROM THE Lorps.—That they have agreed to—Sea Fisheries Provisional 
Order Bill, without Amendment ; Metropolitan Railway Bill, with Amend- 
ments ; Amendments to Cambrian Railways Bill [Lords], without Amend- 
ment 


Hammersmith, City, and North East London Railway Bill. 


The Chairman of Ways and Means (Mr. Emmott, Oldham) ~s - 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That the Promoters of the Hammer- 
smith, City, and North East London Railway Bill which has been in- 
troduced into this House in the present session of Parliament, shall have 
leave to suspend any further proceedings thereon, in order to proceed 
with the same Bill, if they shall think fit, in the next session of Parlia- 
ment, provided that notice of their intention to do so be lodged in the 
Private Bill Office not later than six o'clock on the day prior to the 
close of the present session, and that all fees due thereon up to that 
period be paid. 


“That the money deposited in accordance with the Standing Orders of this 
House in respect of such Bill may thereupon be returned to the 
depositors. 


“* That the Promoters of such Bill may, on or before the 31st day of December 
next, deposit in the Private Bill Office an Estimate, signed by the 
person making the same, of the expense of the undertaking under the 
Bill, and, previously to the 15th day of January next, deposit a sum 
not less than five per centum on the amount of such Estimate with the 
Paymaster-General. 


“That such Bill shall be referred to the Examiners, who shall certify 
whether or not the Promoters have made such deposit with the Pay- 
master-General, and, upon the Examiners certifying that such deposit 
has been made, that the proceedings on such Bill shall be pro forma only 
in regard to all other stages through which the same shall have passed 
in the present session and no new fees shall be charged in regard to 
such stages. 
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“That such Bill shall be deposited in the Private Bill Office not later than six 
o’clock on or before the third day on which the House shall sit in the 
next session of Parliament, with a declaration annexed thereto, signed 
by the agent stating that the Bill is the same in every respect as the 
Bill at the last stage of the proceedings thereon in this House in the 
present session. 


“That if the money deposited in the present session, as required by Stand- 
ing Order No. 57, in respect of such Bill has not been withdrawn as 
provided for by the preceding Resolutions, a certificate of that fact 
from the proper officer of the court in which such money was deposited 
shall accompany such declaration, and such Bill shall not be referred 
to the Examiners : 


“ That such Bill, indorsed by one of the Clerks in the Private Bill Office as 
having been duly deposited with such declaration and such certificate, if 
any, annexed, be laid by one of the clerks of that office upon the Table 
of the House in the next session of Parliament. 


* That such Bill, so laid upon the Table, shall be deemed to have been read 
a first time. 


“That the Standing Orders by which the proceedings on Bills are regulated, 
shall not apply to such Bill in regard to any of the stages through which 
the same shall have passed during the present session. 


“ That all Petitions presented in the present session against such Bill shall 
stand referred to the Committee on the Bill in the next session of Parlia- 
ment, and that all notices and grounds of objections to the right of 
Petitioners to be heard, given in the present session within the time 
prescribed by the Rules of the Referees relating to such notices, shall be 
held applicable in the next session of Parliament. 


“That no Petitioners shall be heard before the Committee on such Bill, 
unless their Petition shall have been presented within the time limited 
in the present session, or in respect of which Standing Order No. 128 
has been dispensed with in the present session, or unless their Petition 
shall be presented on or before the 12th day of February, 1907.”—(The 
Chairman of Ways and Means.) 


Mr. T. M. Healy (Louth, N.) Berm Liga pieced Tice eon 


And, it being Three of the clock, the Debate stood postponed until to- 
morrow, by the direction of the Chairman of Ways and Means. 


PETITIONS. 


BETTING AND GAMBLING.—Petition from Camberwell, for legislation ; to lie upon 
the Table .. en me as ae bs ‘4 a Eh .. 1593 


Epvucation (ENGLAND AND WALEs) BiLL.—Petitions against ; from Bicker- 
shaw; Bishops Wood (two); Cottingham cum Middleton and Carlton ; 
Hertfordshire ; Measham; Newcastle-on-Tyne ; Pudsey ; and, Twyford ; 
to lie upon the Table + 1593 

Epvucation (ENGLAND AND WaLEs) Bitt.—Petition from Colchester, for altera- 
tion ; to lie upon the Table ‘i as > i . si .. 1593 
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EpucaTIon (ENGLAND AND WaALgEs) BiLt (Reticious TEAcHING).—Petitions 
against alteration of Law ; from Clapton Common ; Pinchbeck (two) ; and, 
Sutton Bonington ; to lie upon the Table 


Inrant Lire Prorecrion.—Petition from Depwade, for alteration of Law ; to 
lie upon the Table .. 


Lanp VALUES TAXATION, ETC. (SCOTLAND BiLL).—Petition from Govan against ; 
to lie upon the Table 


Potsons AND PHARMACY BiLL [Lorps|.—Petitions for alteration ; from Black- 
burn (two); Carnarvon ; Kingston (Surrey); and, Leeds; to lie upon the 


Table 


VAGRANT CHILDREN Bi_t.—Petition from Depwade, against ; to lie upon the 
Table 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


TrapE Rerorrs (ANNUAL SerRiEs).—Copy presented, of Diplomatic and Con- 
sular Report, Annual Series, No. 3662 [by Command]; to lie upon the 
Table ; 


UnrENANTED LANvs (IRELAND).—Return presented, relative thereto [ordered 
March 27th; Mr. Ginnell|; to lie upon the Table 


Ir1sH LAND Commisston.—Return presented, relative thereto [ordered May 2nd ; 
Mr. Dillon]; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. (No. 231) 


PurcHasE Inspectors (IRELAND).—Return presented, relative thereto [ordered 
May 8th; Mr. Ginnell]; to lie upon the Table 


Company Law AMENDMENT ComMITTEE.—Copy presented, of Report of the 
Company Law Amendment Committee, with Appendix [by Command]; 
to lie upon the Table i is om 


Post Orrice (MoNEY ORbERs).—Copy presented, of the Money Order Amend- 
ment (No. 1) Regulations, 1906, dated June 22nd, 1906 [by Act]; to lie 
upon the Table - re = ‘ = + is ‘i 


FERTILISERS AND FEEDING Sturrs (REMUNERATION).—Committee to consider 
of authorising the payment, out of moneys provided by Parliament, of the 
Remuneration of Agricultural Analysts in pursuance of any Act of the 
present session to amend the Law with respect to the Sale of Agricultural 
Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs (King’s Recommendation signified), to-morrow 


(Mr. Whiteley) 


CorpoREAL PuNntisHMeNtT.—Address for “ Return of all sentences of Corporeal 
Punishment inflicted under 26 and 27 Victoria, c. 44, upon persons convicted 
of offences under Section 43 of the Larceny Act, 1861, and Section 21 of The 
Offences against the Person Act, 1861, in England and Wales from the 
31st day of December, 1904 to the 31st day of December,1905 (in continuation 
of Parliamentary Paper, No. 189, of Session 1805.)”’—(Mr. Lloyd Morgan). . 


Page 


1593 


1593 


1594 


1594 


1594 


1594 


1594 


L594 


1594 


1594 


1594 


1594 


1595 








_ exlviii TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
July 3.| Page 
Opium (Burma).—Address for “ Return (1) of the number of licences issued 
for the sale of opium, and of the revenue derived therefrom in each year 
since the War of 1885, (a) in Upper Burma, (0) in the rest of Burma; (2) of 
the quantity and value of the opium sold in each year during the above 
period (a) in Upper Burma, (6) in the rest of Burma; (3) of the population 
at each census since 1885, (a) of Upper Burma, (5) of the rest of Burma; (4) 
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Bryce) ie * ‘a : ; hie 1595 
REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE (ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, AND IRELAND).—Return 
ordered, “ showing for the year ended the 3lst day of March, 1906, (1) the 
amount contributed by England, Scotland, and Ireland, respectively, 
to the Revenue collected by the Imperial officers ; (2) the expenditure on 
English, Scottish, and Irish services met out of such Revenue; and (3) the 
balances of Revenue contributed by England, Scotland, and Treland, respec- 
tively, which are available for Imperial expenditure (in continuation of 
Parliamentary Paper, No. 230 of Session 1905.”)—(Mr. John O'Connor.) .. 1595 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Distances FROM GALWAY.—Question, Mr. Charles Devlin (Galway); Answer, 
Mr. Edmund Robertson .. és a3 <i mA 7 ne .. 1598 


REGULATIONS For Moror OmnipusEs.—Qu stion Mr. W. F. D. Smith (Strand, 
Westminster) ; Answer, Mr. Gladstone rr a ree rm .. 1596 
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Education (England and Wales) Bill,—Considered in Committee, 
(In the Committee.) 
[Mr. Emmott (Oldham) n the Chair.] 
Clause 7 :— 
Mr. Hicks Beach (Gloucestershire, Tewkesbury) . 1642 
Amendment proposed— 
“In page 4, line 15, to leave out Sub-section (1).”"—(Mr. Hicke 
Beach.) 
Question proposed, “ That the words ‘a teacher employed in a pub ic 
elementary school’ stand part of the clause.” 
Mr. Acland (Yorkshire, Richmond) ; .. 1645 
Sir Henry Craik (Glasgow and Aberdeen U niversities) , .. 1649 
The President of the Board of Education (Mr. Birrell Bristol, N. ) ~. L652 
Mr. A.J. Balfour (City of London) ; me .. 1655 
Lhe Solicitor General (Sir W. Robson, South Shields) .- 1659 
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Mr. Dillon (Mayo, E.) , .. 1666 
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Mr. William Redmond (Clare, E.) .. 1670 
Mr. Middlemore (Birmingham, sa .. 1671 
Mr. Harold Cox (Preston) os, LGR2 
Sir William Anson (Oxford Universi! ity) es 1673 
Mr. George White (Norfolk, N.W.) .. 1674 
Mr. Laurence Hardy (Kent, Ashford) . 1675 
Question put. 
The Committee divided :—Ayes, 318; Noes, 191. (Division List No. 181 ) 
Mr. Ashley (Lancashire, Blackpool) . 1681 
Amendment proposed— 
“Tn page 4, line 13, after the word ‘ school,’ to insert the words 
‘may be present during the time allotted for special religous in- 
struction for the purpose of maintaining discipline, but. ”°—(Mr. 
Ashley.) 
Question proposed, “ That those words be there inserted.” 
Mr. Birrell .. 1682 
Mr. I. M. Healy (Louth, N.) ». 1683 
Lord R. Cecil ix ; . 1684 
Question put. 
The Committee divided :—Ayes, 105; Noes, 375 (D:vision List No. 182.) 
. 1689 


Mr. Bridgeman (Shropshire, Oswestry) —.. as ws 
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Amendment proposed— 
“In page 4, line 14, to leave out the word ‘ give,’ and insert the 
words ‘ be required as a condition of his or her employment to give or 
to abstain from giving.’ ”—(Mr. Bridgeman.) 


Question proposed, “ That the word ‘ give’ stand part of the Clause.” 


eliii 


Page 


Mr. Birrell .. 1691 
Mr. Cave (Surrey, Kingston) . 1692 
Mr. Yozall (Nottingham, W.) . 1693 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 262; Noes, 128. (Division List No. 183.) 
Lord R. Cecil 
Amendment proposed— 


“To leave out in Sub-section 1 all the words after ‘instruction’ 
in line 14 to the words ‘ under this Act’ in line 17.’” 


Question proposed, ‘‘ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the clause.” 


. 1697 


Mr A.J. Balfour .. «« HO 
Mr. Stewart (Sunderland) .. 1702 
Mr. T. M. Healey .. 1702 
Mr. Birrell .. 1704 
Sir William Anson . 1706 
Lord R. Cecil .. . 1707 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Lord Balcarres (Lancashire, Chorley) . 1708 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 4, line 20, to leave out Sub-section (2).”—(Lord 
Balcarres.) 


Question proposed, “ That the words ‘ A teacher employed’ stand part of 
the clause.” 


Sir Francis Powell (Wigan) 
Dr. Macnamara (Camberwell, N.) . 
The Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Education (Mr. Lough 


. 1709 


1710 


Islington, W.) .. 1710 
Sir William Anson .. «a -Peae 
Mr. Bowles (Lambeth, Norwood) +>. 5A 
Mr. Lough .. , Ade . 1715 
Mr, A. J. Balfour . 1716 
Mr. Birrell P -« 1720 
Lord R. Cecil .. . 1722 


And, it being half-past Ten of the clock, the Chairman proceeded, pursuant 
to the Order of the House of the 18th June, to put forthwith the Ques- 
tion on the Amendment already proposed from the Chair. 
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Question put, “That the words ‘ A teacher employed’ stand part of the 
Clause.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 416 ; Noes, 118. (Division List No. 184.) 


The Chairman then proceeded to put forthwith the Question necessary to 
dispose of the allotted business to be concluded. 


con 


Question put, “ That the clause stand part of the Bill.” 

The Committee divided :—Ayes, 364; Noes, 183. (Division List No. 185.) 
Whereupon the Chairman left the Chair to make his Report to the 

House. 


Committee report progress ; to sit again To-morrow. 


Epvucation (ENGLAND AND WALES) [ExPENsEs].—Resolution reported : ‘‘ That 
it is expedient to authorise the payment, out of moneys provided by Parlia- 
ment, of an additional annual grant, not exceeding £1,000,000, to be distri- 
buted among local education authorities in pursuance of any Act of the 
present session to make further provision with respect to education in 
England and Wales, and of the remuneration and expenses of the Com- 
missioners appointed under such Act.” 


Resolution read a Second time. 


Question, ‘‘ That this House doth agree with the Committee in the said 
Resolution,” put forthwith, pursuant to the Order of the House of the 
18th June, and agreed to. 


Great Northern (Ireland) and Midland Railways Bill [Lorps (ny 


ORDER).—Read a second time, and committed. 


Mr. J. MacVeagh (Down, 8.) aie ee as Ay es 
Mr. Dodd (Tyrone, N.) a - ve a “és . 


Motion made, and Question proposed.—“‘That it be an instruction to the 
Committee on the Bill to insert a clause providing that all future 
appointments to clerkships of the Great Northern Railway (Ireland) and 
of the Midland Railway in Ireland shall be made only after and as a 
result of open competitive examinations ; that the examinations shall 
be conducted by two examiners, whose remuneration shall be fixed by 
the Committee, one of the examiners to be appointed by the Provost of 
Trinity College, Dublin, or the head of any other educational institution, 
and the other by the Rector of University College, Stephen’s Green, 
Dublin; that the vacancies shall be filled in the order of merit of the 
candidates, as reported by the examiners, subject to medical ex- 
amination ; and that due notice of such examinations shall be pub- 
lished in at least four Nationalist and four Unionist daily papers in 
Treland.—{Mr. Jeremiah MacVeagh.]} 


Mr. Gordon (Londonderry, S.) 

Mr. John Redmond (Waterford) 
Captain Craig (Down, E.) .. 

Mr. Lloyd-George (Carnarvon Boroughs) 
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Amendnient proposed— 


‘ 


** Tn line 5, to leave out the words from the first word ‘ examina- 
tions,’ to the end of the Question, in order to add the words ‘ held in 
accordance with such regulations as the Committee may prescribe’ ”— 
(Mr, Lloyd-George)—instead thereof. 


Question proposed, “* That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the Question.” 


Sir E. Carson (Dublin University) .. we ee oe - -» 1747 
Question put, and negatived, 
Words added. 
Main Question, as amended, put. 
The House divided :—Ayes, 161; Noes, 31. (Division List No. 186.) 
Ordered, That it be an instruction to the Committee on the Bill to 
insert a clause providing that all future appointments to clerkships of the 
Great Northern Railway (Ireland) and of the Midland Railway in Ireland 
shall be made only after and as a result of open competitive examinations, 
held in accordance with such regulations as the Committee may prescribe. 
And, it being after half-past Eleven of the clock on Tuesday evening, Mr. 
SPEAKER adjourned the House without Question put, pursuant to the 


Standing Order. 


Adjourned at twenty minutes after Twelve o'clock 


Enp oF TABLE OF CONTENTS TO Vou. CLIX. 
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ERRATUM. 


June 19. Re Mr. Cuurcuiti.—In col. 35, line 23, for “not exceeding 2s.,” read 
“not exceeding 9s,” 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, 19th June, 1906. ~ 


Several Lords took the Oath. 





PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 





The Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted 
the House that the Clerk of the Parlia- 
ments had laid upon the Table the Certi- 
ficates from the Examiners that the 
further Standing Orders applicable to the 
following Bills have been complied with : 
North East London Railway ; Hackney 
Electricity. 


Also the Certificate that no Standirig | 


Orders are applicable to the following 
Bill: Local Government Provisional 
Orders (No. 7). 


And also the Certificates that the 
Standing Orders applicable to the follow- 


ing Bills have been complied with : Local | 


Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders 
VOL. CLIX.  [FourtH SERIEs.] 





(No. 2); Local Government (Ireland) 
Provisional Orders (No. 3).; Local 
Government Provisional Orders (Gas). 


The same were ordered to lie on the 


Table. 


Pontefract Corporation Bill. Report 
from His Majesty’s Attorney-General 
received, and ordered to lie on the Table. 


Folkestone, Sandgate, and Hythe 
Tramways (No. 2) Bill [H.L.]. Reported 
from the Select Committee, with Amend- 
ments. 


Sutton, Southcoates, and Drypool Gas 
Bill. Reported, with an Amendment. 


Ritz Hotel Bill [H.1.]. 
Amendments. 


Reported, with 


Macclesfield and District Tramways 
Bill. The Chairman of Committees in- 
formed the House that the opposition to 
the Bill was withdrawn. ‘The orders 
made on the 10th and 29th May last 
discharged, and Bill committed. 


A 





Returns, 


North East London Railway Bill; | 
Baker Street and Waterloo Railway 
Bill ; Lancashire Electric Power Bill ; 
St. Pancras Electricity Bill ; Tottenham 
and Edmonton Gas Bill; Metropolitan 
District Railway Bill; Kettering Water 
Bill ; Middlesex County Council (General 
Powers) Bill; North West London 
Railway Bill; Bristol Corporation Bill. 
Read 2*. 


Derby Gas Bill. 
mitted. 





Read 2°, and com- 


Pontefract Corporation Bill. Read 2", 
and committed. The Committee to be 
proposed by the Committee of Selection. 


Rochester, Chatham, and Strood Gas 
Bill; Cheltenham Gas Bill. Read 2°, 
and committed. 


Edinburgh Corporation Bill. Read 2°, 
and committed. The Committee to be 
proposed by the Committee of Selection. 


Metropolitan Railway Bill; South | 
Suburban Gas Bill. Read 2, and com- 
mitted. 


Hackney Electricity Bill. Read 2°. 





Corporation of London (Blackfriars | 
and other Bridges) Bill. Standing Order 
No. 93 considered (according to order), 
and dispensed with, with respect to a | 
Petition of the Metropolitan Water 
Board. Leave given to present the said | 
Petition. | 





Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 5) Bill; Electric Lighting Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 6) Bill. Brought 
from the Commons. 


Scottish Provident Institution Buildings 
Bill [H. L.]. Returned from the Commons 
agreed to. 


Sea Fisheries Provisional Order Bill ; 
Land Drainage Provisional Order Bill. 
Committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Friday next. 


Local Government (Ireland) Provi- 
sional Orders (No. 2) Bill ; Local Govern- 
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visional Orders (No. 2) Bill; Local 

'Government Provisional Orders (No. 3) 
Bill; Local Government Provisional 
Orders (No. 4) Bill; Local Government 
Provisional Orders (No. 5) Bill; Local 
Government Provisional Order (No. 6) 
Bill. Read 2° (according to order), and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Friday next. 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 7) Bill; Local Government Provi- 
sional Orders (Gas) Bill. Read 2° (ac- 
cording to order). 


Local Government Provisional Order 
(Poor Law) Bill. Read 2* (according to 
order), and committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House on Friday next. 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 5) Bill (No. 128) ; Electric Lighting 
Provisional Orders (No. 6) Bill (No. 
129). Read 1*; to be printed ; and re- 
ferred to the Examiners. 





PETITIONS. 
EDUCATION. 


Petition in favour of denominational 
religious teaching in schools, of teachers 


in school at Colne: read, and ordered to 
lie on the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
WELLINGTON COLLEGE. 


Report of the governors for the 
year ended 3lst December, 1905; with 
accounts, 


DUBLIN HOSPITALS. 
Forty-eighth Report of the Board of 
Superintendence of Dublin Hospitals, 
with Appendices, for the year 1905-1906. 


GOVERNMENT LABORATORY. 


Report of the principal chemist upon 
the work of the Government Laboratory, 
for the year ended 3lst March, 1906 ; 





ment (Ireland) Provisional Orders (No. 3) 
Bill. Read 2* (according to order). 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 1) Bill; Local Government Pro- 


with Appendices. 


Presented (by Command), and ordered 
to lie on the Table. 
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SHOP HOURS ACT, 1904. | 
| 
| 


Orders made by the following councils, | 
and confirmed by the Secretary of State | 
for the Home Department, fixing the | 
hours of closing for certain classes of 
shops within their respective city and 
urban district: 1. Urban District of 
Stretford ; 2. City of Hereford. 


{19 JuNE 1906} 





INEBRIATES ACT, 1898. 

Regulations, dated 15th June, 1906, 
made by the Secretary for Scotland in 
pursuance of Section 6 as read with Sec- 
tion 25 of the Act, respecting the transfer 
of inebriates from a State inebriate re- 
formatory in Scotland to a certified 
inebriate reformatory. 


Laid before the House (pursuant to 





Act), and ordered to lie on the Table. 


THE REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 
ON ECCLESIASTICAL DISCIPLINE. 
THe LORD PRIVY SEAL (THE 

MarQuEss oF Ripon): My Lords, your 

Lordships no doubt observed that Lord 

Kinnaird, who had given notice yesterday 

to ask His Majesty’s Government— 

1. If they can explain to the House the cause 
of the repeated delays in presenting the Report 
of the Commission on Ecclesiastical Discipline 
to His Majesty the King, and why it has not 
been presented before Whitsuntide as promised 
in March iu another place ; 

2. Would the Government endeavour to 
hasten this Report, as it would be of the 
greatest value during the Education debate. 

3. Does not the prolonged delay involve the 
Government in considerable additional ex- 
pense ; 

4. Could the Government also further the 
matter by recommending to the Commission 
the advisability of getting the volumes of 
evidence or some of them printed off and bound 
at once, so that there will be no printing 
delays after the Commission have made their 
report— 
was not in his place to put the Questions. 
Ihave since received a letter from him 
stating the cause of his absence, and I 
think it would be only fair to the noble 
Lord to read his letter to your Lordships, 
as some Members of the House, at all 
events, complained a good deal of his not 
being in his place. Lord Kinnaird 
writes— 

“‘T must apologise for not arriving in time 
to put my Questions this afternoon. I was 
unavoidably detained and hurried down to the 
House, but found I was just too late. I was 
taking part in the jubilee meeting of a societ 





of which Iam treasurer. I thought I was safe 
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if Larrived by ten minutes to five. I also gut 


blucked in Bond Street.” 

I understand from the noble Lord that 
he is going to put his Questions down for 
Friday next. Iam glad that he proposes 
taking an early opportunity of doing so, 
as the Questions tend to reflect, I think 
unreasonably, upon a Royal Commission, 
and Ido not think it is a matter which 
ought to be delayed. 


COLONIAL MARRIAGES BILL [u.1.]. 


Read 3* (according to order), and 
passed and sent to the Commons. 


MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS BILL. 
(SECOND READING. ] 


Order of the Day for the Second Read- 
ing read. 


THe Eart or STAMFORD: My 

Lords, this is an extremely simple Bill, 
and it will need only a very few words of 
explanation. In the Municipal Corpora- 
tions Act, 1882, it is laid down that a 
person shall be disqualified from being 
elected and being a municipal councillor 
if, and while, among other disqualifica- 
tions, he has directly or indirectly, by 
himself or his partners, any share or 
interest in any contract or employment, 
with, by, or on behalf of the council. 
Then follows this qualification, that he 
shall not be so disqualified or be deemed 
to have any share or interest in such a 
contract or employment by reason of his 
having any share or interest in, 
inter alia— 
_ “Any railway company, or any company 
incorporated by Act of Parliament, or Royal 
Charter, or under the Companies Act of 
1862.” 

It is proposed to amend this last 
section by the addition of the words— 

“Or any society registered under the 
Industrial and Provident Societies Acts, 1893 
and 1895.” 

As things are at present, if a member 
of sich a society has a seat on a municipal 
council, and that council enters into a 
contract with the society of which such 
person is a member, it is held that he is 
disqualified for being a councillor. I 
think your Lordships will acknowledge 
that this is a matter which should be 
remedied. It is merely sought to place a 


A 2 





7 Metropolitan Police 
member of such a society on the same 
footing as a shareholder in a joint stock 
company ; or, in other words, to place a 
man who may be described as a small 
member of a large society on the same 
footing as a large shareholder of a small 
company. ‘The question is one of some 
importance at the present day, although 
it was a small matter at the time when 
the Municipal Corporations Act was 


amended in 1882. The figures 
the last report of the Chief Regis- 
trar of Industrial and Provident 


Societies shows that there were, in 1904, 


1,485 such societies in England and Wales, | 


with a membership of 1,787,602, and the 
sales of the societies 
£71,153,459. These societies have in- 


creased very rapidly of late years, and 


are conducting important businesses, and | 
I hope your Lordships will agree to the | 


proposal contained in this Bill to remove 
what is felt to be a great inequality. 


Moved, “ That the Bill be now read 23.” 
—(The Earl of Stamford.) 


THE PRESIDENT oF THE BOARD oF | 


AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES 


(Earl Carrincton) : My Lords, there is | 


no doubt whatever that the law should 
be made uniform in this respect, and my 


right hon. friend the President desires | 
me to say that he sees no objection to | 


this Bill, which he looks upon as a very | 
useful and practical measure. 


On Question, Bill read 2°, and com- | 


mitted to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Friday next. 


METROPOLITAN POLICE 
COMMISSION BILL. 


[THIRD READING. } 


Order of the Day for the Third Read- | 


ing read. 
Moved, “That the Bill be now read 
3°.” —(Harl Beauchamp.) 


EarL RUSSELL, who had _ given 
notice to move to resolve “ That in the 
opinion of this House the proposed in- 


quiry is of too limited a character to | 


serve any useful purpose,” said: My 


Lords, your Lordships will recollect what | 


took place on the Second Reading of this 
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House at the moment when the Second 


in | 


amounted to | 
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Reading was being moved; and the 
circumstances which compelled me, there- 
fore, to defer my observations upon 


iit until this stage. The objection 
to this Bill presents considerable diffi- 


culty, because it is impossible to amend 
the portion to which I invite your Lord- 
ships to take exception—that is, the terms 
of reference to the Royal Commission. 
These are contained in the recital of the 
| Bill, and it is therefore impossible to put 
|down an Amendment. The terms of 
| reference in the Bill are as follows— 
“To inquire into and report upon the duties 
|of the Metropolitan Police in dealing with 
cases of drunkenness, disorder, and solicitation 
in the streets, and the manner in which those 
duties are discharged, with power to make 
| recommendations thereon.” 

From the time that this matter first 
arose objection has been taken in both 
| Houses to the limited nature of the 
reference, and [ would call your Lord- 
ships’ attention for one moment to the 
class of cases which the reference will 
exclude from the consideration of the 
| Royal Commission. 

One of those cases must be fairly well 
known to you Lordships. I refer to the 
case of Police-constable Rolls, who was 
sentenced to a long term of penal servi- 
tude for perjury. There are many people 

| who have taken the view from the begin- 
| | ning that the trial of that police-constable 
/was conducted in an_ unsatisfactory 
/manner, and that he did not in fact 
receive justice. In connection with this 
very Bill I find an article in one of this 
morning’s newspapers dealing with the 
case of Rolls, in which the following is 
said— 

“ The release of ex - Police - constable 
Rolls does not signify pardon or legal re- 
| habilitation, but it certainly mitigates what 
we believe to be a wholly unmerited tragedy. 
| This man has never had a fair trial, nor will 
the police officials permit the Home Secretary 
to allow the case to be publicly inquired into,” 

Your Lordships may recollect that the 
accusation against this constable was that 
he took a prisoner to the station, and in 
the course of searching the prisoner at 
the station foisted upon him and professed 
to have found on his person a hammer 
and some other instruments intended for 
housebreaking; the evidence against 
| him was that of the person so arrested, 
a man of unfixed home, and of a woman 
of the lowest class, who was not intro- 


Bill, the print of which only reached the | duced until late in the proceedings, and 
Lhe Earl of Stamford. 
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whose evidence has always been regarded | large and 


Commission Bill. 10 


general discontent at the 


by a large number of persons as unsatis- limitation of the terms of reference. It 


factory and unreliable. 
article proceeds— 


“The way in which this girl was summoned 
to Scotland Yard and there subjected to 
solitary cross-examination is not more strange 
than the determined effort to prevent the case, 
at all costs, from coming before the Royal 
Commission, which is thus reduced to a sathee 
palpable farce.” 


There are other cases with which your 


Lordships may not be so familiar, but all | 


of the same character, dealing with arrests 
by the police and with what is believed 
to be mistaken, and, in some cases, 


The newspaper | 


| 


is not a real and genuine inquiry which 
it is proposed to hold by this Commission 
into the conduct of the police, and I have 
s.me apprehension, if further inquiry is 


| necessary, as it most certainly is, that 


when that inquiry is demanded, we shall 


be met with the statement that a Royal 


manufactured, police evidence to justify | 


the police if a mistake had been made. 


There is the case, to which I may 
have to call your Lordships’ attention 


who was sentenced to imprisonment for 
theft, a charge of which I believe it 
is now admitted he was innocent. 
man was released, but was not com- 
pensated in any way for the injustice 
done him, and he has been convicted 
since of an assault upon the police in 


Commission has been appointed and 
dealt with it. On the other hand, it 
is possible that the evidence which is 
brought before this Commission may be 
of such a character as to cause the public 
to demand that another inquiry on a 
larger scale should take place. 


Is it, or is it not, desired by His 
Majesty’s Government to get at the truth 


|in this matter, and to sift these cases 


think there was no justification for that | 


conviction. That being an assault on 
the police, it is doubtful whether it 
will be covered by the terms of reference 
to this Royal Commission, because the 
actual words are “drunkenness, disorder, 
and solicitation,” yet that is one of tbe 
cases requiring investigation. 


2 | thoroughly ? 
again later, of a man named Croucher, | any 


I ask that in view of 
communications which I have myself had 
with the Home Office in the course of 


| preparing some evidence for this inquiry. 
That | P © 
| The 


clerks’ notes upon which these 
prisoners are convicted are in the custody 
of the magistrates. They are apparently 
not public documents to which the public 


; ; |is entitled on the payment of the 
circumstances which made many people | : 


necessary fee; but it is obvious that 
if any case where it is alleged that 
there has been miscarriage of justice is to 
be presented to the Royal Commission, 
even among the limited number of cases 


| that do come within the terms of reference, 


it will be necessary for those who present 


| it to see the magistrates’ clerks’ notes. I 


Then there is the case of a man named | 


Scott. Scott was arrested on a charge 
of betting and convicted on the evidence 
of two detectives ; ihe has subsequently 
done what he could to produce several 
witnesses—it is true he did not call them 
at his trial, though of that he gives an 
intelligible explanation—and to have his 
case reopened, but he has found that 
impossible. 
to grant process against the detectives 
who gave evidence against him, and 
that refusal on the part of the magistrate 
has been supported by the High Court 
on appeal. That is a case in which it 
is believed that the police have made 
an entire mistake and have given 
evidence which is not true. 
also cannot be investigated by the 
Commission. 


I think it is not too much to say that 
in the other House there has been a very 


The magistrate has refused | 


That case | 


applied to the Home Office in the hope 
that authority would be given for those 
notes to be supplied, and in reply I 


' received this letter on behalf of the Home 


Secretary — 
“ Whitehall, 
“9th June, 1906. 


“ My Lorp,—With reference to your applica- 


| tion of the 29th ultimo that Mr. Timewell may 


be furnished with certain papers for nse in 
connection with the preparation of evidence 
for submission to the Royal Commission on the 
Metropolitan Police, I have the honour, by 
direction of the Secretary of State, to say that 
he cannot direct magistrates to furnish copies 
of depositions or notes of evidence to Mr. 
Timewell. If the depositions or notes of the 
evidence in any case should be required by the 
Royal Commission the magistrates will no 
doubt be ready to supply them direct to the 
Commission. 


“T have the honour, etc., 
‘© ERNLEY BLACKWELL.” 


No doubt they will, but it is not pos- 
sible to present a case so well if you are 











11 


furnished with a portion of your evidence 
in the middle of the inquiry, and when 
there is a great deal of difficulty and 
delay in obtaining it. If it is desired 
that this should be a real inquiry, I 
submit that no obstacle should be placed 
in the way of preparing evidence to be 
laid before it. ‘The impression is gaining 
ground that this is not intended to be 
a real inquiry, that it is not intended 
to be an inquiry as a result of which 
the police force shall be cleansed of 
the abuses that exist, but that it is 
merely an inquiry to whitewash the C. 
Division as a whole, or the particular 


Metropolitan Police 


constables concerned in one particular | 


case which has been much discussed. 
In these circumstances it is hardly to 
be expected that the police witnesses 
who give evidence before the Com- 
mission will be frank or state fully every- 


thing that they know and everything | 


that has been brought to their notice 
as to irregularities in the police force. 


I desire it to be understood that I | 


make no general charge against the police 
asa whole. Your Lordships, of course, 
come in contact with the police in a 
manner in which you find them extremely 
agreeable and useful servants of the pub- 
lic ; but there is a section of the population, 


the poorest of the poor, whose club is | 


the public-house and whose home is _ to 


a large extent the streets, who are | 


practically at the mercy of the police, and 
who constantly suffer injustice on account 
of the conduct of certain police constables 
who have not sufficient regard for the 
responsibilities which their position casts 
upon them. Those are cases which, 
I think, ought to be inquired into, and 
inquired into fully, and I very much 
regret that this has been rendered 
impossible by a Government to whom 
many of us looked for so much, to 
whom many of us looked for a reversal 
of the more official attitude of past years, 
and who we expected would have gone 
into these matters without prejudice, 
and with a free and open mind. I feel 
bound to make this protest at this stage 


of the Bill, and to express my regret | 


that the inquiry has been limited in this 
way. 


Amendment moved— 


House, the proposed inquiry is of too limited ¢ 
character to serve any useful purpose,’ ”—(Earl 
Russell.) 


Earl Russell. 
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| Eart BEAUCHAMP: My Lords, the 
/answer which I have to give to the 
/noble Earl is probably the one which ho 
| anticipates, as it is exactly the same as 
the one I gave to a Question which he 
addressed to His Majesty’s Government 
‘some time ago. I must, however, say 
|that I am quite unable to agree with 
him that there is any general discontent 
| with the action of His Majesty’s Govern- 
/ment in this matter. If there had been 


| it would certainly have found expression 
in the other House, where, as a matter 
of fact, the Bill setting up the Royal 
Commission passed through all its stages 
without a division, The terms of refer- 
ence, of which the noble Earl complains, 
are not really before your Lordships’ 
House this afternoon. The Bill is con- 
cerned only with the nature of the powers 
to be conferred upon the Commission. 


Commission Pill. 


With regard to what the noble Earl 
has said generally on the question, I 
/am sure I shall have the support of your 
Lordships in saying that the general 
confidence of the people of London in 
their police force is very great indeed, 
The metropolitan police occupies a posi- 
tion almost unique in that respect among 
the police forces of the various capitals of 
the world. But however great public 
confidence may be, agitations are bound 
to arise at times in certain quarters 
which tend to create a feeling of uneasi- 
iness. That, I think, has happened on 
|the present occasion, and people have 
|taken, as is not unusual, certain test 
cases. It is, therefore, thought desirable 
| by His Majesty’s Government that the 
| particular cases which have attracted 
| public attention should be referred for 
| Inquiry to as strong and impartial a body 
as it is possible for them to constitute. 
|The case of Madame D’Angely and the 
| boat race night incident are the two cases 
/into which the Royal Commission will 
| probably inquire first of all. 


I cannot think with the noble Earl that 
any very useful purpose would be served 
by inquiring into the case of ex-Police- 
Constable Rolls, who, as the noble Earl 
told us, was released this morning. Rolls 
|was convicted four and a-half years ago, 

and it is obvious that the memory of 
those concerned cannot be as fresh as it 


| 





i , ; | ought to be if a case of this importance is 
‘* To resolve, ‘ That, in the opinion of this | 


to be inquired into. I entirely repudiate 


the suggestion made by the noble Earl 
that it is the intention of His Majesty’s 
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Government to whitewash the metro- 
politan police, and I venture to think 
that the constitution of the Royal Com- 
mission is sufficient to exonerate His 
Majesty’s Government in that matter. 


Metropolitan Police 


Mr. Alfred Lyttelton, Mr. W. H. Dickin- | 
son, Mr. Rufus Isaacs, Mr. D. Brynmor | 
Jones, and Mr. C. A. Whitmore are | 


gentlemen who are in no way likely to 


lend themselves to such a design as that | 
attributed to His Majesty’s Government | 
I regret that we are 


by the noble Earl. 
unable to accept his Amendment. 


THE MARQUESS OF SALISBURY : My 
Lords, I share with the noble Earl oppo- 
site the general confidence in the in- 
tegrity and efficiency of the metropolitan 
police and in the independence of the 
Commissioners whom His Majesty’s 
Government have appointed to inquire 
into this matter; but I think the noble 


Earl who has introduced the subject has | 


reason to complain of the perfunctory 
nature of the reply given on behalf of 
His Majesty’s Government. 
Earl said, in the first place, that there had 
been no objection to the Bill in the other 
House. This is not the first time we 
have heard that argument, and on the 
last occasion that it was used it did not 
meet with very great success in your 
Lordships’ House. It is particularly un- 
fortunate on this occasion, because I 
gather from the usual channels of infor- 
mation that the reason no opposition was 
offered to the Bill was that His Majesty’s 
Government declared that if there were 
any opposition or any serious attempt to 
amend the Bill they would not proceed 
with it at all; so that the House of 
Commons was, as it were, under a sort 
of duress to pass the Bill in this form 
and without discussion. The noble 
Earl who spoke on behalf of His 
Majesty’s Government said that the 
terms of reference could not be called 
into question because they had been 
agreed to without discussion in the other 
House. Poor other House! they had no 
choice in the matter whatever. I venture 
to assert that for His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to say that the terms of reference 
are not open to discussion in your 
Lordships’ House is an observation which 
ought not to be addressed to one of the 
Houses of Parliament. The terms of 
reference are included in the Bill, and 
therefore they are open to discussion by 
your Lordships. As to whether it would 
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The noble | 
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| be wise or not to extend the scope of the 
| reference, that is a matter upon which I 
‘do not pretend to have any strong 
opinion; but I think we should have 
been more able to form an opinion if the 
noble Earl who has just sat down had 
given us more reasons why it should not 
be extended. The noble Earl who raised 
this question gave reasons why the terms 
of reference should be extended, but the 
noble Earl who represents the Home 
Office did not respond in any adequate 
manner. 


Commission Bill. 


Lastly, the noble Earl opposite asked 
that those who were interested in the pro- 
ceedings before this Commission should 
have an opportunity of seeing certain docu- 
ments which were necessary for their case. 
The noble Earl said that he had made 
application to the Home Office and that 
the Home Office had refused to exercise 
their influence on his behalf in order to 
| obtain these documents. The noble Earl 
who spoke for the Government appeared 
to think it best to pass over in silence 
that complaint of the noble Earl. The 
noble Earl was within his rights in 


contending that to communicate 
these documents to the Royal 
Commission if they asked for them 


was not the same as communicating them 
to parties who might be interested in the 
inquiry. I venture, with. very great 
respect, to say to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment and to the noble Marquess who 
leads this House that your Lordships are 
entitled to a fuller reply on a matter of 
such importance than that which has 
been given by the noble Earl who has 
just sat down. 


THE MArQuess OF RIPON: My 
Lords, with regard to the last observa- 
tions of the noble Marquess, it is true 
that my noble friend did not say anything 
with respect to magistrates’ clerks’ notes 
to which the noble Earl behind me 
referred ; but surely it is obvious that if 
the witnesses wish to see those notes in 
order to place their case fully before the 
Commission they will submit their desires 
to the Commissioners. It is not accord- 
ing to usual practice to give notes of 
that kind to anybody who may ask for 
them. I have no doubt whatever that 
the magistrates would communicate the 
notes to the Royal Commission if the 
Commission required them. I have also 
no doubt that the Royal Commission, 
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composed of such men as it is, would 
give ample time to any witness to 
consider those notes when they had 
procured them. But I do not think it 
would be desirable to set the precedent of 
interfering with the usual practice in a 
matter of this kind. Great inconvenience 
might arise from it. The Royal Com- 
mission are entitled to have the notes if 
they want them, and if witnesses require 
them they can have them. 


I am sorry that the noble Marquess 
opposite is so displeased because my noble 
friend who represents the Home Office 
informed your Lordships that the terms 
of reference to the Commission were 
not open to discussion. What my noble 
friend said was that the terms of reference 
were not before your Lordships this 
afternoon. That is perfectly true. I 
did not understand my noble friend to 
say that your Lordships were precluded 
from discussing the terms of reference if 
you wished to do so, but that the reference 
did not form part of this Bill. The 
case is very simple. We all know 
that this Billarose almost entirely out of a 
particular case, or, at all events, out of 
two cases. One of those cases has disap- 
peared and the urgency of the Bill may 
therefore be less than it at one time was, 
but it was brought in as an urgent Bill 
for the purpose of making special inquiry, 
by eminently competent men, into two or 
three special cases. 


It is not the intention of His Majesty’s 
Government that the inquiry shall cover 
the whole working of the metropolitan 
police. That is a very large and difficult 
question, and it is not one which the 
Government ever intended to submit to 
this Commission. The purpose of the 
Commission is limited. The noble Earl 
who raised this question said that, sup- 
posing it should appear from the Report 
of the Commission that there ought to be 
a wider inquiry, those who advocated 
the wider inquiry would be met with the 
statement that there had been a Commis- 
sion and there could not be another. If 
this Commission does establish a case for 
a larger inquiry of any kind into the 
general working of the metropolitan 
police, I have no doubt such an inquiry, 
in whatever way may be most appro- 
priate, will take place. This Commission 
will not bar further investigation if it 
should be necessary, but His Majesty’s 
Government have no ground for thinking 


The Marquess of Ripon, 
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that wider inquiry is necessary. I desire 
to associate myself entirely with the 
words which fell from my noble friend 
Earl Beauchamp with respect to the metro- 
politan police. I have the utmost con- 
fidence in the metropolitan police, and 
believe them to be an admirable body of 
public servants. There may be black 
sheep among them, as there are in every 
large institution, but as a body they 
are entitled to, and I believe they enjoy, 
the respect, not only of His Majesty’s 
Government, but of the people of 
London. 


On Question, Amendment negatived. 
Bill read 34, and passed. 


House adjourned at ten minutes 
past Five oclock, to Thurs- 
day next, half-past ‘Ten 
o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, 19th June, 1906. 


The House met at a quarter before 
Three of the Clock. 


— oem ae 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Buenos Ayres Grand National Tram- 
ways Bill [Lords] ; Channel Ferry Rail- 
way and Quay Bill [Lords]; Hull Joint 
Dock Bill [Lords]. As amended, con- 
sidered ; to be read the third time. 


Local Government Provisional Order 
(Housing of Working Classes) Bill. Read 
a second time, and committed. 


STANDING ORDERS. 


Resolutions reported from the Select 
Committee :— 


1. “ That, in the case of the Scottish 
Union and National Insurance Company 
Bill [Lords], the Standing Orders ought 
to be dispensed with. That the parties 
be permitted to proceed with their Bill.” 


2. “That, in the case of the South 
Wales Electrical Power Distribution 
Company Bill, Petition for additional 
Provision, the Standing Orders ought to 
be dispensed with. That the parties be 
permitted to nsert their Additional 
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Provision, provided that the consent in 
writing of three-fourths of the existing 
debenture stock holders and the approval 


of three-fourths of the existing share-| 


holders of the Company, at a meeting 
specially called for the 
roved before the Committee on 
Bill. That the Committee on the Bill 
do report how far such Order has been 
complied with.” 


Resolutions agreed to. 


Scottish Union and National Insurance 
Company Bill [Lords]. Report [this day] 
from the Select Committee on Standing 
Orders read. 


Bill to be read a second time. 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 
That they have agreed to— 
Seamen’s and Soldiers’ False Characters 
Bill, without Amendment. 


That they have passed a Bill, intituled, 
“An Act to confer further powers on the 
Western Valleys (Monmouthshire) Sewer- 
age Board ; to make the Mynyddislwyn 


Urban District Council a constituent 
authority; and for other purposes.” 
[Western Valleys (Monmouthshire) , 


Sewerage Board Bill [Lords]. 


And, also, a Bill intituled, “ An Act to 
confer further powers upon the Shrop- 
shire, Worcestershire, and Staffordshire 
Electric Power Company ; and for other 
purposes.” (Shropshire, Worcestershire, 
and Staffordshire Electric Power Bill 
[Lords]. 


Western Valleys (Monmouthshire) 
Sewerage Board Bill { Lords] ; Shropshire, 
Worcestershire, and Staffordshire Electric 
Power Bill [Lords]. Read the first time ; 
and referred to the Examiners of Petitions 
for Private Bills. 


PETITIONS. 
BETTING AND GAMBLING. 


Petition from New Mills, for legisla- 
tion ; to lie upon the Table. 


EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 


Petitions against; From Allendale ; 
Ashwick ; Berwick-upon-Tweed ; Lucker ; 
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Norwood; Nottingham ; Retford ; Riddles- 
worth; Sibbertoft ; and, Towcester; to 
lie upon the Table. 


EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 
BILL (RELIGIOUS TEACHING). 

Petitions against alteration of Law ; 
From Abbotsley (two); Abbots Ripton; 
Abingdon Pigotts; Aldham (two) ; 
Alwalton (two) ; Arrington; Badwell Ash 
(two); Barton Mills; Bassingbourne ; 
Bath ; Bildeston (two); Bourn (two) ; 
Boxford (two); Bradfield; Bradfield St. 
Clare; Brampton; Brent Eleigh (two) ; 
Brockley ; Buckworth (two) ; Bures (two) ; 
Bury (two) ; Cambridge (three) ; Carle- 
ton; Castle Eden; Cavendish (two) ; 
Cavenham; Caxton; Childerley ; Chin- 
gay; Clare; Cockfield; Connington 


(four) ; Croydon cum Clapton ; Dalham ; 


Dewchurch ; Diddington (two) ; Docking ; 


_ Drinkstone (two) ; East Watley ; Elsworth 


(two); Elveden (two); Euston; Eynes- 
bury (two); Felsham (two); Fen 
Drayton (two); Freckenham (two) ; 
Friskney ; Gedding (two); Girton ; Glat- 
ton (two) ; Graveley (two) ; Great Cat- 
worth (two); Great Cornard (two) ; 
Great Fakenham (two); Great Gidding 
(two); Great Gransden ; Great Saxham 
(two); Great Shelford (three); Great 
Staughton (two) ; Guilden Morden (two) ; 
Haddenham ; Haddon ; Hadleigh (two) ; 
Hallow; Hamerton (two); Hardwicke 
(two); Hartest; Hartford (two); Has- 
lingfield ; Hatley St. George (two); Haw- 
stead (two); Hemingford Abbots ; Hem- 
ingford Grey (two); Hessett ; Higham 
Green (two); Histon; Hitcham (two) ; 
Holwell; Horringer (two) ; Houghton ; 
Huntingdon (four); Icklington; Ick- 
worth ; Impington (two) ; [xworth (two) ; 
Kimbolton (two) ; King’s Ripton ; Laken- 
heath (two) ; Leavenheath (two) ; Leigh- 
ton ; Lewisham ; Lindsey (two) ; Litling- 
ton (two); Little Bradley ; Little Shel- 
ford (two) ; Little Stukeley (two) ; Little 
Waldingfield ; Llanigon; Longstowe 
(two); Manchester; Mildenhall (two) ; 
Molesworth (two); Oakington and West- 
wick; Offord D’Arcy (two); Offord Cluny ; 
Orwell; Papworth St. Agnes (two) ; 
Pidley cum Fenton ; Pondsbridge ; Ram- 
sey (two); Ramsey St. Mary (two) ; 
Risby (two); Rougham; St. Agnes Ex- 
ning ; Sapiston (two) ; Sawtry ; Spald- 
wick (two); Stanground ; Stapleford ; 
Stansfield (two); Stanton ; Stapleford ; 
Stangham ; Stepney ; Stilton ; Stradis- 
hall (two); Sudbury ; Swineshead (two) ; 
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Tadlow ; Thorpe Morieux (two); Til- 
brook ; Tring with Wiltstone ; Trump- 
ington ; Walsham le Willows ; Warboys 
(two); Waresley ; Water Newton ; 
Whaddon ; Whepstead ; Willingham(two); 
Wimpole; Wiston (two) : Witcham ; 
Witchford (two) ; Wixol (two); Wood- 
stone ; Woolpit; Worlington ; Wyton ; 
and, Yelling (two); to lie upon the 
Table. 


INFANT LIFE PROTECTION. 
Petitions for alteration of Law; From 


Gateshead ; Hoxne; Kingston; Maid- 
stone; and Tisbury; to lie upon the 
Table. 


LAND VALUES TAXATION, ETC. 
(SCOTLAND) BILL. 
Petitions against ; From Carmunnock ; 
and, Rutherglen ; to lie upon the Table. 


LIMITED PARTNERSHIPS BILL [Lorps]. 


Petition of Central Association of 
Bankers, in favour; to lie upon the 
Table. 


MUNICIPAL POWERS BILL. 


Petition from Cheltenham, against ; 
to lie upon the Table. 


PHARMACY BILL. 


Petition from Lincoln, against ; to lie 
upon the Table. 


POISONS AND PHARMACY BILL 
[LorDs]. 

Petitions for alteration ; From Abing- 
don ; Bury ; Camberwell ; Christchurch ; 
Clapham ; Colchester ; Earlestown ; Edin- 
burgh (four); Enfield (two) ; Epsom 
(two); Finsbury (Central); Hereford ; 
Inverness ; Kennington; Lanarkshire ; 
Lincoln (three) ; Manchester (North 
West); Mid Kent or Medway; Mon- 
mouth Boroughs ; Newton ; North Berks ; 
Norwood ; Ravensthorpe ; Rushcliffe ; St. 
George’s, Hanover Square; Sheffield 
(three); Stockport ; Stockton-on-Tees ; 
Sudbury ; Torquay (two) ; Walsall (two) ; 
Wednesbury ; West Bridgford ; Win- 
chester ; and, York; to lie upon the 
Table. 


REGISTRATION OF HEADMASTERS 
(ORDER IN COUNCIL, 6TH MARCH, 
1902). 

Petition of Thomas Allen, for altera- 
tion ; to lie upon the Table. 
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VAGRANT CHILDREN BILL. 


Petition from Uxbridge, against ; to lie 
upon the Table. 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION BILL, 


Petition from Glasgow, for alteration ; 
to lie upon the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


INEBRIATES ACT, 1898. 


Copy presented, of Regulation, dated 
15th June 1906, made by the Secretary 
for Scotland in pursuance of Section 6 as 
read with Section 25 of The Inebriates 
Act, 1898, respecting the transfer of 
Inebriates from a State Inebriate Re- 
formatory in Scotland to a certified 
Inebriate Reformatory [by Act]; to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 
203. | 


WELLINGTON COLLEGE. 


Copy presented, of Report of the 
Governors of Wellington College for the 
year ending 3lst December 1905, with 
Accounts [by Command] ; to lie upon the 
Table. 


EXPERIMENTS ON LIVING ANIMALS. 

Return presented, relative thereto 
{Address 15th June; Mr. Herbert 
Samuel] ; to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed [No, 204}. 


SHOP HOURS ACT, 1904. 

Copy presented, of Order made by the 
Council of the City of Hereford, and con- 
firmed by the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, Fixing the Hours of 
Closing for certain classes of Shops with- 
in the City [by Act]; to lie upon the 
Table. 


SHOP HOURS ACT, 1904. 


Copy presented, of Order made by the 
Urban District Council of Stretford, and 
confirmed by the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department, fixing the Hours 
of Closing for Hairdressers’ Shops with- 
in the Urban District [by Act]; to lie 
upon the Table. 


DUBLIN HOSPITALS. 


Copy presented, of Forty-eighth Report 
of the Board of Superintendence, with 
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Appendices, for the year 1905-6 [by | 
Command] ; to lie upon the Table. 


TRADE KEPORTS (ANNUAL SERIES). 
Copies presented, of Diplomatic and 
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consul in Chicago has made any investiga- 
tions into the charges against the meat 
business; and, if so, when his Report 
'is likely to be received, and if it is pro- 
_ posed to publish it. 


Consular Reports, Annual Series, Nos. | 


3542 to 3545 [by Command] ; 
the Table. 


to lie upon 


GOVERNMENT LABORATORY 


Copy presented, of Report of the 
Principal Chemist upon the work of the 
Government Laboratory for the year 
ended 31st March 1906, with Appendices 
[by Command] ; to lie upon the ‘Table. 


INCLOSURES (COUNTY OF 
GLOUCESTER). 

Return ordered, “showing (1) the 
number of Inclosures of common land 
made under the Inclosure Acts from 1845 
to 1899, in the County of Gloucester ; (2) 
list of parishes within which such lands 
are wholly or partly situate; (3) total 
acreage of such Inclosures ; (4) average 
acreage of such Inclosures.” *, Essex.) 





QUESTIONS AND ANSIVERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Pay in Dungannon Post Office. 

Mr. JAMES O'CONNOR (Wicklow, 
W.): To ask the Postmaster-General if 
he is aware that an officer appointed last 
year at the Dungannon office was started 
at Ixs. per week, although over 20} 
years of age ; and, seeing that, under the 
Stanley revision, an officer is entitled to 


18s. at 19 years of age, thus allowing | 


him to reach 22s. at 21 years of age, will 
he have the officer referred to placed on 
this scale. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buaton.) It 


is the case that an officer was appointed | 
at Dungannon last year at wages of 18s. 


a week although over 20 years of age. 


The rule that an officer is to receive | 
years of age does not | 


18s. at 19 
mean that in all cases he will receive 


more than 18s. if he is appointed at an | 


age above 19. 


British Consul at Chicago and the Meat | 


Scandals. 
Sr WILLIAM BULL 


(Hammer- 


smith): To ask the Secretary of State | 


for Foreign Affairs whether His Majesty’s 


(Answered by Secretary Sir Edward Grey.) 
I suppose that the hon. Member has in 
his mind a telegram in the Press, stating 
that His Majesty’s consul had inspected 
the meat-packing establishments, and 
that his Keport was understood to be 
generally favourable. Mr. Finn, the 
consul in question, has telegraphed to the 
effect that he has refused to make 
any statements, but that he has written 
a Report, which was despatched on the 
14th instant. I cannot say whether the 
Report will be published until I have 
examined it. It seems to me, however, 
that the subject is one which can only be 
adequately treated by an expert. 


Unrest in Russia. 

Mr. HARWOOD (Bolton): To ask 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether he is aware that certain mem- 
bers of the Duma fear a revival of out- 
rages on Jews; and whether any 
representations on the subject can be 
made by the British Foreign Office. 


(Answered by Secretary Sir Edward 
(frey.) We have no official information, 
and the (Question is not one which can be 
made the subject of official representa- 
tions. 


Payment to Messrs, Stillwell for Goods 
supplied to South African Constabulary. 

Mr. R. PEARCE (Staffordshire, Leek) : 
To ask the Under Secretary of State for 
the Colonies whether he is aware that 
goods supplied by Messrs.Stillwell and Son 
between October 1902 and August 1903, 
and amounting to £412 7s. 3d., to the 
officer then commanding E division, 
South African Constabulary, have not 
yet been paid for, in spite of many 
requests, calls, and correspondence with 
the authorities in South Africa and 
the Colonial Office up to the 25th April, 
1906, since which date the supplying 
‘firm can get no further consideration ; 
/and whether he will take steps to have 
the matter settled. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) The 
matter is one which cannot be con- 
'veniently discussed within the limits of 
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a Question. It has formed the subject of 
prolonged correspondence with the author- 
ities in South Africa, which is now being 
finally considered by the legal advisers of 
the Secretary of State. The Secretary 
of State must not be taken to admit 
that the facts are accurately stated in 
the Question or that the South African 
Constabulary are liable. In all proba- 
bility the matter will prove to be one 
which can only be decided by a Court of 
Law. 


Transfer of Second Division Clerks to 

ublin. 

Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick) : To 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether, in view of the fact that several 
Irish second division clerks serving in 
Government departments in London 
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~ 


The Labourers (Ireland) Act, 1883, and 
subsequent Acts by the Commissioners 
of Public Works and other bodies ; the 
total amount of principal outstanding at 
the various rates of interest ; and whether 
he will consider the advisability of 
reducing the interest on these outstand- 
ing loans. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna). The 
total amount issued to 31st March 
1906 under the Labourers Acts was 
£3,138,333 8s. 8d., at the following rates 
of interest :—2#, 3, 3}, 3%, 34, 3%, 4, and 
4}, per cent. At the same date the 
principle outstanding amounted to 
£2,601,737 5s. 11d., apportioned amongst 
the various rates of interest as follows :— 





have intimated to tbe heads of these 
departments that they are desirous of | 
being transferred to Government depart- | 
ments in Dublin, and that the Civil | 
Service Commissioners recently issued | 
a circular to English and Scotch second | 
division clerks waiting for appointments, 
asking them if they would serve in 
Dublin, and actually appointed some of 
them there nolens volens, he can explain 
why the former were not transferred 
before circularising and appointing the 
latter. 


(Answered ly Mr. McKenna.) The 
Civil Service Commissioners inform me 
that for any vacancy for a permanent 
appointment in Ireland they always 
select an Irish candidate if one is avail- 
able. Indeed, owing to a dearth of 
Irish competitors in the open competition 
last autumn they were at considerable 
pains to transfer Irish clerks from 
London departments. The circular to 
which the hon. Member refers concerned 
temporary service in Ireland, and to 
this purpose transfer was not applicable. 
Consequently volunteers for this tem- 
porary employment were asked for from 
among the candidates (residing in Great 
Britain), but no clerk was forced to go 
against his will, and no Irish candidate 
available was passed over. 


Amounts and Rates of Interest on Sums 
issued under the Labourers (Ireland) Acts. 


Mr. O'MARA (Kilkenny, 8.): To ask 
the Secretary to the Treasury, whether 
he will state the amounts and the vary- 
ing rates of interest of sums issued under | 





Rate. Principal outstanding. 

£ s. d. 
2? : - 9,710 7 O 
3 - - 19,737 12 11 
34 - - 531,472 12 8 
33 - - 37,697 10 2 
34 - 457,503 4 4 
3; - - 1,328,581 3 11 
4 - - 51,796 16 3 
4} - 165,237 18 8 


The rate of interest on each loan was 
one of the conditions on which the loan 
was made, and it would be contrary to 
the public interest to allow the terms 
of such bargains to be set aside. 


Amounts and Rates of Interest of Sums 
issued under the Glebe Loans Act, 1870. 

Mr. O'MARA: To ask the Secretary 
to the Treasury whether he will state 
the total amount issued under The Glebe 
Loans Act, 1870, by the Commissioners 
of Public Works, the average rate of 
interest charged, the principal repaid, and 
the principal now outstanding ; and 
whether it is proposed to issue further 
sums under this Act. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.)— 
£ s. d. 
Total amount issued to 
31st March 1906 - 647,574 8 0 
Rate of interest charged, 
3) per cent. per annum. 
Principal repaid - - 352,947 
Principal outstanding 


2 11 


- 294,627 5 1 
Loans are still being made under the 


Act which is renewed annually by the 
Expiring Laws Continuance Act. 
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Erection of National Schools in Ireland. | 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N) : | 
To ask the Secretary to the Treasury | 
if he will state whether any progress has | 
yet been made in providing for extended | 
building expenditure under Plan VI. for 


the erection of national schools in Ireland. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) No settle- 
ment has yet been reached, I am sorry to 
say, the Commissioners of National 
Education having objected to the new 
plans prepared by the Board of Works | 
at the instance of the Treasury. The 
Commissioners have now been asked to 
submit for the consideration of the Irish 
Government and the Treasury, their own 
suggestions for plans for schools to be 
built in future years. 


Pensions for Foremen in the Naval 
Ordnance Department. 

Mr. J. WILLIAMS BENN (Devon- 
port): To ask the Secretary to the 
Admiralty whether he will take steps so 
that the scheme whereby 85 per cent. 
of the foremen of the Army Ordnance 
Department are placed on the pensionable 
establishment (70 General, No. 762, dated 
War Office June 1902) may be extended 
to the foremen of the Naval Ordnance 
Department, or that similar privileges 
may be extended as regards establishment, 
as are enjoyed by all other depart- 
ments of the Admiralty ; and also 
whether he is aware that the pay and 
increments of these foremen, are not 
equal to those enjoyed by men of similar 
rank at Woolwich and at certain Foreign 
depots. 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 
As regards Woolwich, it has been 
approved to follow War Department lines 
for labour staff, and steps are now being 
taken to establish the principal foreman 
and 85 per cent. of the assistant principal | 
foremen and foremen. The case of the | 
other Naval Ordnance Depots is not yet | 
settled, but it is expected a decision will | 
be arrived at shortly. 


{19 JuNE 1906} 


(Juestions. 26 


so, when these modifications came into 
force, or were they altered under the 
subsequent rules. 


(Answered by Mr. Cherry.) The release 
of guarantee deposits retained in the case 
of sales under the Purchase Acts, 1885 
and 1888, is now governed by the 
68th Section of The Irish Land Act, 
1903, which repeals Sub-section 3 of 
Section 29 of the Act of 1896, and enables 
the Irish Land Commission to pay out to 
the person entitled the whole, or part 
of any guarantee deposit so retained 
under these Acts, in the same manner 
as if they had been retained under The 
Purchase of Land Act, 1891. Order XV. 
of the Rules of the Land Commission 
of 4th December, 1903, merely rescinds 
the previous rule in reference to such 
guarantee deposits having regard to the 
change in the law. This is the only 
modification of which I am aware. 


Alien Pilotage Certificates. 

Sir SEYMOUR KING (Hull, Central) : 
Toask the President of the Board of 
Trade whether his attention has been 
directed to the rush which is now being 
made by Foreign masters and mates for 
pilotage certificates before the Merchant 
Shipping Act comes into force ; and 
whether he will insert in the Bill a 
provision, that no alien pilotage certificate 
will be renewed which has been taken 
out after the date of the introduction 
of his Bill. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) My 
attention was called to the point when the 
Bill was before the Standing Committee 
on Trade. I met it by moving an Amend- 
ment to the effect that the only pilotage 
certificates to aliens which should be 
renewable, were those which were 
granted before the Ist day of June 1906. 
This has now been inserted in the Bill. 


Amersham Water Company and Private 
Fire Hydrants. 


Mr. GROVE (Northamptonshire, S$.) : 


| To ask the President of the Local Govern- 

Paying out of Guarantee Deposits under | ment Board whether he is aware that the 
the Ashbourne Act. ' Amersham Water Company have declared 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: To ask Mr. | their intention to discourage fire hydrants 
Attorney-General for Ireland whether | to private houses, and have refused to 
any modification of the rules for the| allow consumers to put in the same at 
paying out of guarantee deposits in the | their own expense, except under condi- 
case of the sale of estates under the | tions to be decided by the company ; and 
Ashbourne Act, have been made ; and, if | whether, seeing that such a policy subjects 
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life and property in the country to risk, | and whether he can explain what js 


in the interests of a private company, he | 
proposes to take steps to remove this | 
public danger. 


the meaning attached to the word merit 
which ensures promotions in certain cases 


in Ireland, and overrides the seniority 


rule which generally prevails in Govern- 

(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) YT have ment appointments. 
no information as to the declaration | 
referred to. The matter to which it) Mr. FIELD: To ask the Chief Secre- 
relates is not one with respect to which | tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
I have any control over the water | whether he will consider the advisability 
company, but I will communicate with | of appointing an impartial committee of 
them on the subject. | inquiry into the methods of appointments 

|and the rules governing promotions in 
Fishery Laws in the Lough Erne District. | Irish Government Departments. 

Mr. FETHERSTONHAUGH (Fer- | i ; 
managh, N.): To ask the Chief Secretary | Mr. FIELD: To ask the Chief Secre- 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland | tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether the Royal Irish Constabulary | whether, in view of the fact that 
have taken any steps, since the Report of promotion by selection in the Irish 


the Fishery Commission presided over by 
Lord Chancellor Walker, to enforce the 
fishery laws in the Lough Erne District ; 
whether they have instituted any, and, if 
so, how many prosecutions for illegal 
fishing and destruction of spawning fish 
in Lough Erne and its tributaries, and, if 
any, how many convictions resulted from 
their prosecutions ; has it been left to the 
Conservators of Fisheries to preserve 


Lough Erne, which is vested in the | 
Crown ; and is any contribution on behalf | 


of the Crown paid to the Conservators’ 
funds. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) I am in- 
formed that since the year 1901 the 
police have reported to the Department 
of Agriculture and Technicai Instruc- 
tion 17 cases of offences against the 
fishery laws in the Ballyshannon Fishery 
District, in which Lough Erne is situated. 
Prosecutions were instituted in all the 
cases, and fines were imposed in 13 
of them. ‘The duty of protecting the 
fisheries of Lough Erne rests primarily 
with the Board of Conservators, but the 
Commissioner of Woods informs me that 
he is willing to consider any practical 
suggestion as to how he can co-operate 
with the Conservators. No contribution 


|Government Departments has given rise 
to discontent and consequent injury to 
the public service; and, seeing that 
| promotion under this system lends itself 
| least to favouritism, whether he will issue 
‘instructions to the heads of those 
‘departments to the effect that all 
| promotions shall in future be made 
according to seniority and equality of 
| efficiency. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Orders 
_in Council applying to both the first and 
| second divisions of the Civil Service of 
|the United Kingdom generally provide 
|that promotions shall be according to 
merit, not seniority. This rule was, I 
| understand, established many years ago 
'as the result of recommendations of 
/commissions of inquiry into the Civil 
Service. Iam not aware of any necessity 
|for appointing a committee to inquire 
into the operation of the rule in Depart- 
|ments under the Irish Government, 
'nor am I aware that any discontent 
|in the matter exists in any of these 
| Departments. I have no power, nor do 
'I think it would be desirable, to issue 
instructions that promotions should be 
made according to seniority, without 
taking merit into account. 


is paid on behalf of the Crown to the | 


funds of the Conservators. 


Promotion in Irish Government Depart- 
ments. 


Mr. FIELD: To ask the Chief Secre- 


Duties and Pay of Attendants in the 
National Library of Ireland. 


| 

| Mr. HAZLETON (Galway, N.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
| tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 


tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland | that in the National Library of Ireland 
whether he can state why promotion | the work of entering up the library 
in the Irish Government Boards is not | ledgers, classifying books, corresponding 
carried out under the seniority system ; | with donors, listing parliamentary papers, 
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and other clerical and technical work, 
formerly done by the assistant librarians, 
now forms part of the daily duties of some 
of the attendants ; and whether he will 
take steps to secure that if men classed 
and paid as messengers are called upon to 
perform such duties they will be given 
opportunities of promotion and _ extra 
remuneration, as is the case in the library 
of the British Museum. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The entering 
of registers, which are described as 
ledgers, and the filling up of printed 
forms and copying, have for many years 
been recognised duties of library atten- 
dants. It would be going too far to say 
that the attendants classify books, though 
they assist inthe work. Regard was had 
to these duties when the remuneration 
for attendants was being fixed. 


Irish Agricultural Interests and Army 
Meat Contracts. 

Mr. P. A. MCHUGH (Sligo, N.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he has 
received a copv of a Resolution, adopted 
by the Sligo Rural District Council at its 
meeting on May 30th ultimo, expressing 
alarm at the action of the War Office in 
altering the tenders of the supply of meat 
to the Army, and declaring such action 
to be seriously injurious to agricultural 
interests in Ireland; and what action, if 
any, does he propose to take in regard to 
this matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Technical In- 
struction are in communication with the 
Army Council in reference to this matter. 
I am not at present able to make a 
further statement on the subject. 


Sale of the O Grady Estate. 


Mr. J. P. FARRELL: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether, in the case of the sale 
of the O'Grady estate at Cam, county 
Longford, the agreements for sale have 
yet been lodged with the Estates Com- 
missioners ; and, if so, will an inspection 
be made. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that agreements 
for the purchase of holdings on the estate 
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mentioned have not yet been lodged with 
them. 


Erection of Pier at Bonmahon, County 
aterford. 

Mr. POWER (Waterford, E.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he will 
consider the claim of Bonmahon, county 
Waterford, to have a pier erected so as to 
enable the copper ore, to raise which two 
limited companies have been formed, to 
be transported direct by sea to South 
Wales, and so as to revive the fishing 
industry which was formerly of an 
important character. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) I am in- 
formed that when the mines at Bonmahon 
were worked in former days a pile jetty, 
the remains of which recently existed, 
was built by the mining company. The 
bay in which the jetty was situated is 
exposed, and, in the opinion of the 
Department of Agriculture, no harbour 
works that would give protection to 
fishing boats, except such as could be 
hauled up, could be erected without 
enormous cost. In the year 1902 the 
county council offered to contribute 
£1,000 towards the cost of a fishery pier, 
provided £2,000 were forthcoming from 
Government funds. The Department, 
however, were of opinion that no work 
which did not involve an expenditure of 
much more than £3,000 would provide 
accommodation for both the mining and 
fishing industries. Only three or four 
row boats fish out of Bonmahon. 


Irish Evicted Tenants—Case of 
Laurence M‘Evoy. 

Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, 
Ossory): To ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
an application for reinstatement has been 
made to the Estates Commissioners on 
behalf of the representative of the late 
Laurence M’Evoy, who was evicted from 
his farm at Johnsgrove, Mountmellick, 
Queen’s County, in 1882, for non-payment 
of one-and-a-half year’s rent, the yearly 
rent being £232; and whether, seeing 
that the farm has been since let for £110 
a year, and that the present occupier, 
Mrs. Neale, is willing to surrender the 
holding under conditions, the Estates 
Commissioners will open negotiations 
with Mrs. Neale with the object of 
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restoring the evicted tenant’s represen- 
tative to the holding. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissioners have referred the appli- 
cation in question to their inspector for 
inquiry, and until his report has been 
received they are unable to say what 
action they may take in the case. 


Construction of a Causeway at 
Dungarvan. 

Mr. O'SHEE (Waterford, W.) To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he has 
received copies of Resolutions passed by 
the Waterford County Council, the 
Dungarvan Urban Council, and the Dun- 
garvan Rural Council, with reference to 
the construction of a causeway from 
Dungarvan across the narrow and shallow 
channel which separates it from the pro- 
montory called the Cunnigar ; whether 
he is aware that by the construction of 
this causeway, about one-fourth of a mile 
in length, over 8,000 acres of rich slob 
lands, usually covered with water from 
one to two feet indepth, can be reclaimed 
for the public benefit ; whether he will 
refer to the memorial laid before the 
Secretary of State for India, when Chief 
Secretary for Ireland, on this subject ; 
and whether he will take an early 
opportunity of visiting the district, and 
meanwhile obtain a report as to the 
feasibility of this work, which would 
greatly benefit the fisheries of the 
poorest district on the South coast of 
Ireland, namely Ballinagoul. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) I have 
received the Resolutions referred to, and 
have called for reports on the subject, 
though I am afraid that funds are not 
at present available for any works of the 
kind. I have seen the memorial which 
was presented in 1894 to the then Chief 
Secretary. Should I at any time find 
myself in the neighbourhood of Dun- 
garvan, I will endeavour to make an 
opportunity of visiting the Cunnigar. 


Inland Drainage System in Ireland. 

Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY (Cavan, 
W.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he 
has received a Resolution from the Greilly 
and Castlesaunderson districts of county 
Cavan pointing out the urgent necessity 
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for a thorough inland drainage system in 
the country ; and will the matter have 
his immediate attention. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) I have 
received the Resolution in question, which 
urges the necessity of a system of inland 
drainage in the county, and suggests 
that it should be entrusted to county and 
district councils. The consideration of 
this matter must await the Report of the 
Arterial Drainage Commission at present 
sitting. 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


—_—_— 


Naval Officers’ Eyesight. 


Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis) : I beg 
to ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
whether the Board are aware that failure 
of eyesight does take place in some cases 
after the first test of officers at the age of 
about thirteen years; and whether in 
view of the increasing speed of ships and 
the fact that gun fire may be opened in 
action at such long ranges as 10,000 yards, 
the Board are prepared to test the 
eyesight of all officers filling responsible 
positions in charge of His Majesty’s ships 
or their armaments. 


THE SECRETARY 1o THE ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr. EpmunD RoBertson, Dun- 
dee): Failure of eyesight does take place in 
some cases after the first test of vision at 
the age of about thirteen. Officers are 
from time to time invalided from the 
Service on account of this during their 
subsequent careers when the defect is 
brought to notice, and is considered 
sufficiently serious to render them unfit 
for their special work. The proposal 
contained in the second part of the Ques- 
tion is considered unnecessary, it being 
every captain’s duty, in furnishing 
confidential reports on his officers, to 
specify any physical defects that may 
impair an officer’s fitness for the duties 
assigned to him. 


Mr. BELLAIRS: May I ask who is to 
make these reports when the captain 
himself is short-sighted ? I can give the 
hon. Gentleman specific cases in the 
Royal Navy. 


{No Answer was returned. ] 
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Admiralty Glass Contracts. 


Mr. STAVELEY HILL (Staffordshire, | 


Kingswinford) : I beg to ask the Secretary 
to the Admiralty why the usual. custom 
of inviting tenders from British glass 


manufacturers, for the supplies of glass | 


ware to the Admira ty, has this year been 
departed from. 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON: Re- 
vised patterns of table glass —to which it 
is understood the Question refers—were 
instituted this year. The firm from whom 
they were obtained went to a great deal 
of trouble to assist the Admiralty in the 
matter, and, in accordance with the usual | 
custom in such cases, the first order was | 


placed with them, their quotation being | 


very reasonable. In future orders the 
contract will be open to competition. 


History of the South African War. 

Mr.H. R. MANSFIELD (Lincolnshire, 
Spalding): I beg to ask the Secretary of | 
State for War whether a chapter or 
chapters will be found in the official His- | 
tory of the South African War on the 
transactions in war stores and the revela- | 
tions concerning the management of these 
commissariat services, including a sum- 
mary of the Butler Report and the forth- 
coming Report of the War Stores Com- 
mission. 


THE SECRETARY or STATE For 
WAR (Mr. HALDANE, Haddingtonshire) : 


There is no intention of reproducing in | 


the official History of the War in South | 
Africa the matter which will be published | 
with the Report of the War Stores 
Commission. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 
S): When is this famous work coming 
out? Weare all anxious to see it. 


{No Answer was returned. | 


Army Meat Contracts. 

Mr. O’DOWD (Sligo, S.): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether he is aware that a feeling of 
alarm has been created amongst agricul- 
turists in Ireland owing to the action of 
the War Office in altering the tenders for 
the supply of meat to the Army; 
whether he is aware that many meetings 
of public bodies have been held through- 
out the country, at which Resolutions 
have been passed declaring that such 
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action on the part of the War Office will 
be detrimental to the best it.terests of the 
farming classes in Ireland ; and whether, 
in view of such facts, he is prepared to 
take any action in the matter. 


(Questions. 


| Mr. HALDANE: Representations cn 

this subject have reached the War Office, 
| but I see no reason to reverse the 
| decision of the War Office in regard to 
| the tenders for the supply of meat to the 


| 
| troops. 


Lorp TURNOUR (Sussex, Horsham) : 
'Has the right hon. Gentleman also 
received representations from any bodics 

| of English agriculturists ? 


| 


Mr. HALDANE: I am not sure; I 
| think it is very likely I have. 


Despatches to the Commonwealth 
Government. 

Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 
| E.): I beg to ask the Under-Secretary 
| of State for the Colonies whether, in view 
of the dissatisfaction expr essed at the 
| marking of despatches to the Common- 
| wealth Government as ‘‘ Confidential,” he 
can promise that all despatches on public 
affairs may be published if so desired by 
the Commonwealth Government for the 
information of the public in Australia. 


| THe UNDER - SECRETARY or 
| STATE For THE COLONIES (Mr. 
| CHURCHILL, Manchester, N.W.): The 


Secretary of State has received no such 
request as that contained in my hon. 
| friend’s (Question from the Commonwealth 
Government; and it is clear that such a 
rule as he is seeking to establish would 
prove absolutely fatal to the freedom of 
official correspondence in all matters, most 
of all in those which relate to negotiations 
with foreign governments. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND: Has 
the hon. Gentleman’s attention been 
called to the statements of the Prime 
Minister of the Commonwealth and also 
of the late Mr. Seddon complaining that 
despatches which they deemed to be of 
interest to the Australian public are 
marked ‘ Confidential ?” 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I have. I can 
assure the hon. Member that the Secretary 
of State will do everything in his power to 
meet the wishes of the Colonial Prime 
Minister in this matter. 


B 








35 Q) uestions. 


Transvaal Tariff. 

Mr. WEDGWOOD (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme) : I beg to ask the Under-Secretary 
of State for the Colonies whether the 
new tariff proposed for the Transvaal will 
be introduced before responsible Govern- 
ment is granted ; if so, whether it ean be 
jaid upon the Table of the House, 
together with the present tariff, before 
it is so introduced into the Transvaal 
Legislative Assembly ; and whether this 
contemplated tariff provides for prefer- 
ential treatment of Cape Dop brandy. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The increased | 
duties under the new tariff came 
into effect from May 25th. It was 
laid upon the Table last month. The’ 
hon. Member will find it in Cd. 
2977 and the previous tariff of 1903 in 
Cd. 1599. Preferential treatment of 
spirits manufactured within territories 
forming the Union is secured by a Customs 
Duty and Excise not exceeding 2s. per 
Imperial Proof Gallon, whilst imported 
spirits are subject to a duty per proof 
gallon of not less than 19s. 


Mission Services in Malta. 

Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.): 1 beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether, in view of the fact that 
the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Malta 
in a letter, dated the 6th ultimo, to the 
Governor, stated that the conducting of 
a Protestant mission in the Theatre 
Royal would constitute a violation of the 
pledges made by His Maejesty’s Govern- 
ment, he can state what these alleged | 
promises were. 


Mr. SILCOCK (Somersetshire, Wells): 
May I also ask the Under-Secretary of 
State for the Colonies whether he can 
inform the House what are the pledges 
to which the Archbishop of Malta refers 
in his recently published letters to the 
Governor as having been made by the 
British Government to the Roman: 
Catholic Church in Malta ; are they such 
as to interfere with the liberty of British 
subjects in the Island who are not 
members of that Church; and is the 
holding of religious meetings in the 
theatre a breach of the promises made by 
the British Government. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Secretary of 
State is not aware to what pledges the 
Archbishop of Malta referred. The only | 
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promise made at the time when Malta 


| passed under British control was that the 


King would protect the churches and 
religion of the Maltese: and the only 
restriction to which other religious 
bodies than Roman Catholics are now 
subject is that processions and other 
ceremonies are not allowed to take place 
in public. It will be seen from the 
correspondence about to be laid before 
Parliament that the Governor refused to 
admit the Archbishop’s contention that 
the holding of a religious meeting in the 
Theatre Royal was a departure made 
from any promises made by His Majesty’s 
Government. 


Mr. T. L. CORBETT (Down, N.) 
asked whether the Under-Secretary was 
aware that the Rev. John McNeill had been 
prevented from holding services in Malta. 
Mr. MeNeill was a highly respected and 
distinguished Member of the Presbyterian 
Church, who had never beea known to 
use language of an insulting or irritating 
character towards Members of the Roman 
Catholic communion. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: That is a very 
valuable tribute from which I should 
not desire in any degree to detract. 


Opium Trade in India. 

Mr. SLOAN: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for India whether, in view 
of the unanimous approval of the Opium 
Resolution by this House,7 he can state 
what action, if any, he proposes to take 
in the matter. 


*THE UNDER-SECRETARY or 
STATE ror INDIA (Mr. Joun ELLIs, 
Nottinghamshire, Rushcliffe): In speak- 
ing on the Resolution referred to, the Sec- 
retary of State said His Majesty’s Minister 
at Peking would very shortly be in this 
country, and we should then be able to 
learn from him exactly how the proposals 
and disposition of the Chinese Govern- 
ment stand.f{ The Minister is not yet in 
this country. 


Mr. SLOAN: Will the result of the 


‘ investigation, when made, be at once made 


known to the House ? 


*Mr. JOHN ELLIS: I cannot make 


any statement of that kind. 





+ See (4) Delates, elviii., 516. 
t See (4) Debates, elviii., 514. 
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Governorship of Harrar. 


Mr. ASHLEY (Lancashire, Black- 
pool): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs if he can state 
who has been appointed to succeed Ras 
Makunan, as Governor of Harrar. 


THe SECRETARY or STATE For 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Sir Epwarp 
GreY, Northumberland, Berwick): No 
successor has yet been announced. As 


soon as one is appointed, we shall be | 


informed by His Majesty’s Representa- 
tive in Abyssinia. 


Trading Stamps. 


Mr. J. WARD (Stoke-on-Trent) : I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether his attention 
has been called to the Bill recently intro- 
duced in the Jersey States Assembly, pro- 
hibiting under severe penalties the use of 
trading stamps as an unfair means of 
trading ; and whether, in view of the 
danger of intimidation of small traders 
arising from the use of trading stamps 
in this country, he will consider the 
advisability of introducing similar legisla- 
tion for the United Kingdom. 


*THE SECRETARY or STATE For 
tHe HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. 
GLADSTONE, Leeds, W.): I regret that 
I do not see my way to introduce 
legislation of the nature suggested by 
the hon, Member. The églement 
passed by the States of Jersey in 
February last did not become law, and 
the question is still under their con- 
sideration. 


Mr. J. WARD: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman not aware that the States 
Assembly in Jersey has introduced still 
more stringent legislation on this subject? 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: I am not aware. 


I have no information as to that. 


| 
Mr. J. WARD: I will send some to | 


the right hon. Gentleman. 


The Wreck of the ‘‘ Courier.” 


Sir W. J. COLLINS (St. Pancras, 
W.): I beg to ask the First Lord 
of the Treasury whether his attention 
has been directed to the shipwreck of the 
“Courier” off Guernsey, on April 30th 
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last, and to the evidence taken at the 
inquest held on one of the seven persons 
who were drowned ; whether, in view of 
the evidence given, and of the fact that 
the law relating to navigation in the 
Channel Islands differs from the Imperial 
Merchant Shipping Act, he will direct 
that a public inquiry be held into all the 
circumstances connected with this disaster. 


Questions. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: I beg to answer 
this Question on behalf of my right hon. 
friend. A full public inquiry has already 
been held at the inquest, which took 
place before the Royal Court presided 
over by the Bailiff, Sir Henry Giffard, 
K.C., and as the result proceedings have 
been taken against Captain Whales and 
his pilot’s licence has been forfeited. 
As advised, I have no power to order any 
further public inquiry, but I am of opin- 
ion that the law in Guernsey ought to 
provide as effectually as English law for 
the safety of passengers and I propose 
| to communicate with the Insular author- 
| ities on the subject. 


| 





Transit of Agricultural Produce. 


Mr. JOYCE (Limerick): I beg to ask 
the President of the Board of Trade 
whether his attention has been drawn to 
a claim made by the Irish Co-operative 
Agency Society, Limited, Limerick, 
against the Great Western Railway 
|Company of England and the London 
}and South Western Railway Company 
| over the smashing of boxes of butter, 


| consigned to Haselmere Dairy, Hasel- 
|mere, Surrey, in June, 1905; has any 
| satisfactory settlement of the claim been 
|made by the railway companies con- 
| cerned ; and, if not, will the Board of 
Trade take any action to compel those 


| companies to fulfil their public obligations. 








THE PRESIDENT or THE BOARD 
|or TRADE (Mr. Lioyp-Groree, Car- 
|narvon Boroughs): My attention had 
not been previously drawn to the claim 
to which the hon. Member refers, but I 
have forwarded a copy of his Question to 
the two railway companies mentioned, 
and have received their replies of which 
I am sending copies to the hon. Member. 
The case seems to be one in which the 
aggrieved party has an adequate legal 
| remedy, and not one in which the Board 
| of Trade can take action. 
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Post-Office Contracts with the West- 
minster Construction Company. _ 

Mr. J. WARD : I beg to ask the Post- 
master-General whether he can give the 
following particulars with reference to the 
wages paid by the Westminster Construc- 
tion Company when engaged on Post Office 
work in London and district, navvies and 
labourers per hour, ditto duct layers, 
timbermen, socket jointers, and gangers, 
with extra pay, if any, for overtime 
worked ; also the average time worked 
per man winter and summer. 


(Questions. 


’ Toe POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Mr. 
SypDNEY Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Pop- 
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the district into several separate sections ; 
and until a scheme has been decided 
upon I am unable to make any appoint- 
ment. 


Questions. 


Exemption from Rating for Schools. 

Mr. J. WARD: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Education 
whether he will make provision in the 
| present Education Bill now before Parlia- 
ment for exempting council schools from 
rating, as is the case at present with non- 
provided schools. 


THE PRESIDENT oF THE BOARD or 
EDUCATION (Mr. BirRELL, Bristo!, 





lar): The Company have furnished me 
with the following information. Their 
rates of pay to men employed on Post Oftice 
contract work in the London districts 
are: navvies per hour 7d. and 73d. ; 


N.): As the whole question of rating is 
| now under consideration and will doubt- 
| less have to be reviewed very thoroughly, 
| it isnot proposed to make any further ex- 
tensions of the principle of exemption 


labourers per hour 7d. and 7}d.; duct | from rates in the present Bill. 


layers per hour 74d.; timbermen_ per | 
hour 73d. ; socket jointers per hour 74d. ; | 


Higher Education. 





gangers per hour 8d. For overtime the} Mr. ASHLEY: I beg to ask the 
system of the Company is to pay at President of the Board of Education 
the rate of a quarter of a day for | whether he will introduce a measure for 
two hours work, 7.¢., approximately time | the co-ordination of the powers to aid 
la ? a . . . 

and a quarter. The normal day s work | higher education at present vested in the 
is ten hours. The average time worked | Board of Education, the Board of Agti- 
by each man could not be ascertained culture, and the Treasury, with a view to 
without much trouble and expense, removing the administrative difficulties 
arising under the present Law. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I have nothing to 





Mr. J. WARD: The wages paid to the | 
duct layers and timbermen are not Trades | 


Union rates. Will the right hon. Gentle-| add to the Answer which I gave 
man approach the firm on that point? yesterday toa similar Question on this 
/subject beyond reminding the hon. 

Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON : I will look | Member that Section 2 (2) of the 


into that matter. | Board of Education Act, 1889, makes 
‘any such legislation as he suggests 

Glasgow Post Office Medical Officer. unnecessary so far as the Board of 

Mr. CLELAND (Glasgow, Bridgeton): | Agriculture is concerned, even if difti- 
I beg to ask the Postmaster-General, | culties needing drastic remedies existed, 
when the vacancy at present existing in | which I do not think is the case. Nor 
the post of medical officer to the post bees I aware of any administrative diffi- 
office at Glasgow will be filled. culties with the Treasury for which legis- 
lation is in any way required. 





Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON (Lanark 
shire, N.W.): May I also ask the Post- 
master General, what steps he proposes to 
take to fill the vacancy for the office of 
post office medical officer for Glasgow? 


| 


| 


St. Joseph’s School, Handsworth. 
Mr, BOLAND (Kerry, 8.): I beg to 
| ask the President of the Board of Eduea- 
| tion whether he is aware that in a com- 
| munication from the Board of Education, 

Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: The dis-| dated February 28th, 1905, to the 
trict hitherto assigned to the medical | manager of St. Joseph’s School, Hands- 
officer at Glasgow has been too | worth, Sheffield, it was stated that it was 
large for administrative convenience. for the Board to decide whether a school 
Now that an opportunity of a re-arranges | is efficiently maintained, and to take such 


ment has arrived, I propose to divide | steps as may appear necessary if they are 
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not satisfied that the local education | acres, of which the bulk was probably 
authority are properly carrying out their | agricultural land. 


duties in this respect ; can he state whether | 
the local education authority is now | 
maintaining that school efficiently ; and, | 
if not, what steps does he intend to take | 
to compel it to do so. 


Mr. BIRRELL: So far as the board | 
are aware the school is being efficiently | 
maintained, and they do not know of any 
grounds for action being taken of the 


nature indicated by the hon. Member. 


Mr. BOLAND: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that in this case the 
local education authority, instead of giving | 
the headmaster a salary of £140, is only | 
giving him £907 Is that to be considered | 
maintaining the school efficiently ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: All we have to do is | 
to get a report whether the school is or is | 
not efficiently managed. We are told it 
is. I will, however, look into the matter. 


Charity Commission Fund Investment 


Mr. H. R. MANSFIELD: I beg to ask 
the hon. Member for the Elland Division, | 
as a Parliamentary Charity Commissioner, | 
if he can state the amount of capital | 
invested by the Charity Commissioners in | 
foreign securities and the amount of 
agricultural land sold by the Charity 
Commissioners during the last ten years. 


Mr. TREVELYAN (Yorkshire, W.R., 
Elland): The investments of capital 
directed by the Commissioners are limited 
to securities authorised for trust funds by 
the rules of Court, and are not made 
accordingly in foreign securities. The 
amounts so invested by founders or 
trustees which have been transferred to, 
and are now held by, the official trustees 
are as follows— 

Foreign Government Funds 11,600 

Other Foreign Securities 56,500 


Statistics of the amount of land sold 
with consent of the Commissioners have 
been recorded only for the last four years, 
in accordance with the promise made by 
them on July 29th, 1901, at request of 
the hon. Member for the Ilkeston Divi- 
sion of Derbyshire, distinguishing, how- 
ever, merely between land in urban and 
rural districts. The amount sold in the 
four years in rural districts was 5,727 


Sutherland Deer Forest. 
Mr. MORTON (Sutherland): I beg to 


ask the Secretary for Scotland whether 
| he is aware that witkin the last twelve 


months three homesteads have been 
broken up near Kinbrace, Sutherland, 


comprising over 1,000 acres, the houses 


on two of them blown up by dynamite, 
and the farms, nearly one-third of which 
was arable land, turned into a deer forest; 


| and whether the Government intend to 


take steps to prevent such clearances in 
future. 


THe SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Mr. Srnciair, Forfarshire): As I have 


'no information as to the facts alleged, I 


can make no statement of policy. 


Mr. MORTON: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman make inquiries ? 


Mr. SINCLAIR: Yes, Sir. 


Irish Magistracy—Appointment Fees. 


Mr. CONDON (Tipperary, E.) : I beg 
to ask Mr. Attorney-General for Ireland 
whether he is aware that the fees payable 
on the appointment of a county justice of 
the peace in England and Wales amount 
to £2 altogether, and only to 5s, if the 
commission is conferred by reason of the 
holding of an office such as the chairman- 
ship of the county council ; what are the 
fees payable in Ireland in these cases, 
respectively ; and whether he will take 
steps to give Ireland equality of treat- 
ment in this matter. 


Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL For 
IRELAND (Mr. Cuerry, Liverpool 
Exchange): The statement in the Ques- 
tion of the amount of fees payable on the 
appointment of county magistrates in 


England and Wales is not quite accurate, 


_as can be seen by reference to the Parlia- 


mentary Return ordered by the House of 


'Commons to be printed on April 20th, 


1894. (Parliamentary Paper No. 82.) 


No fees of any kind are now payable on 


the appointment, or swearing in, of ex- 
officio justices, such as chairmen of 
councils under the Local Government Act. 


‘Such justices can be sworn in without 
‘the payment of any fee before resident 
| magistrates sitting at petty sessions. The 
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Commission of the Peace issued to ordin- 
ary magistrates must, under the Rules of 
Court made pursuant to the Judicature 
Act of 1877, bear judicature stamps 
denoting the payment of £6. This fee 
is collected in the Crown and Hanaper 
Office, and transmitted through the In- 
land Revenue to the receipts of the 
Public Exchequer. No other fees of any 
kind are payable in respect of the appoint- 
ment or swearing in of a magistrate in 
Ireland. 


Mr. CONDON: What are the fees 
payable in England ? 


Mr. CHERRY: I believe they vary in 
different counties. The hon. Member 
can see by referring to the Parliamentary 
Paper I have quoted. 


Mallow Rent Appeals. 

Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.): I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether his attention 
has been called to the action of Mr. J. G. 
Kelly, Assistant Land Commissioner, in 
raising the rent of James O’Flynn, of 
Cecilstown, Castlemagner, Mallow, from 
£94 7s. to £96 13s. 6d. ; is he aware that 
Coroner Byrne, a land valuer of experi- 
ence, valued the holding at £73 6s., and 
that the original rent of £94 7s. was fixed 
by the landlord, the late Sir Henry 
Beecher, twenty-five years ago ; and will 
he say what qualifications and experience 
in valuing land does Mr. Kelly possess ; 
and whether instructions to have due 
regard to Section 8, Sub-section (9), of 
of the Act of 1881, are issued to the Sub- 
Commissioners. 


THE CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Bryce, Aberdeen, 8.) : The 
hon. Member appears to have been mis- 
informed as to the facts of this case. 
According to the information supplied to 
me by the Land Commission, Mr. O’Flynn 
is the tenant of three holdings, the rents 
of which were judicially fixed by the 
Sub-Commission last month. The sum 
of the rents which have now been 
judicially fixed for a first statutory term, 
is £96 13s. 6d.; but the sum of the 
former rents was £132 10s., and not 
£94 7s. as stated. I have no informa- 
tion as to Mr. Byrne’s valuation of the 
holdings. Mr. Kelly’s qualifications and 
experience are stated in Parliamentary 
Paper No. 151 of 1902. The Land Com- 
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mission do not issue instructions to Sub- 
Commission Courts as to the performance 
of their judicial functions. 


Caldbeck Estate, Queen’s County. 

Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, 
Ossory): I beg to ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether he is aware that in the proposed 
sale of the Caldbeck Estate, Ballacolla, 
Queen’s County, one-half of which is 
untenanted, the landlord has parcelled 
out the greater portion of the latter 
amongst the eleven months’ graziers for 
the purpose of the sale ; and, seeing that 
part of the estate is congested and the 
small tenants and labourers have applied 
for a division of the untenanted land, 
whether he can say what course the 
Estates Commissioners propose taking in 
the case. 


Mr. BRYCE: I beg to refer to my 
reply to the hon. Member’s Question on 
this subject on Thursday last.+ As I then 
stated, the Estates Commissioners them 
selves propose to make an offer for the 
purchase of this estate. 


Irish Teachers. 

Mr. EDWARD BARRY (Cork 
County, 8.): I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant o/ 
Ireland whether teachers completing 
their course of training in the year 1900, 
when new rules were issued, have 
since got special consideration given 
to their cases; whether such teachers 
being induced to join the service by the 
belief that the rules and salaries existing 
at the time of their entry would he 
continued have not been misled and 
injured by the changes made in the 
year 1900, and which, if issued earlier, 
would have kept many of them out of 
the service; whether, seeing that those 
men feel that there has been a breach of 
contract with them, steps will be taken 
to have the cases of all men who com- 
pleted a two years’ course of training 
in the year 1900 fully inquired into; 
whether he is aware that W. J. Murphy, 
of Coolmountain National School, Dun- 
manway, is one of those teachers, and 
that on appointment to principalship this 
man lost the bonus which he would get 
as assistant after five years’ service, and 
has had no other increase to his salary ; 
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and, seeing that this is a type of the 
favourable consideration which the Com- 
missioners give to those teachers induced 
to join the profession under false pre- 
tences, he will say what action he 
proposes to take. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Commissioners of 
National Education inform me that the 
reply to the first inquiry is in the 
affirmative. They tell me that since 
the foundation of the system they have 
made many changes in the mode of 
promoting teachers and of remunerating 
them, that all teachers entering the 
service know that the rules of the 
service are subject to change from time 
to time, that the teachers have not been 
misled or injured by the new rules, and, 
indeed, that most of the changes made 
in 1900 had been agitated for by the 
teachers themselves for years before. 
This was the case especially with regard 
to the abolition of the results payment 
system and of the system of promotion 
by examination ; the introduction of the 
consolidated salary with periodic incre- 
ments; and the freedom of instruction 
in the schools. The new regulations 
would, in the Commissioners’ opinion, 
have been subjected to precisely the 
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same criticisms if issued earlier as they 
were when issued in 1900. There has, | 
the Commissioners inform me, been no | 
breach of contract with the teachers | 
either generally or individually. The | 
vested rights of all teachers in the service | 
prior to 1900 were conserved, so far as | 
it was possible to do so, by regulations | 
made for the purpose, and all exceptional | 
cases were specially considered. I am | 
forwarding to the hon. Member full | 
particulars of the case of Mr. Murphy. | 
His present income as principal teacher | 
is higher than it would have been if he | 
had remained an assistant teacher, and 
he is eligible for promotion to the first 
grade, whereas if he had remained an 
assistant he could not have proceeded | 
beyond the third grade. These matters | 
are within the control of the Commis- 
sioners and do not call for action on the 
part of the Irish government. | 


Irish Fisheries. 

Mr. POWER (Waterford, E.): I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether his atten- 
tion has been called to the fact that since 





the introduction of steam trawling upon 
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the south coast of Ireland the supply of 
trawl fish has greatly diminished, and 
the price of same largely increased and 
the number of fishermen employed in 
fishing has largely decreased ; is he aware 
that the inspectors of fisheries have the 
power to make bye-laws prohibiting 
steam trawling in areas outside the three- 
mile limit; did those who signed the 
memorial recently addressed to the 
inspectors of fisheries from Dunmore 
East, county Waterford, ask the in- 
spectors to exercise those powers ; and, if’ 
so, could he state on what ground that 
application was refused, 


Questions. 


Mr. BRYCE: A proposed extension 
of the area off the coasts of the counties 
of Cork, Waterford, and Wexford, in 
which steam trawling is at present pro- 
hibited, formed the subject of an 
exhaustive inquiry held by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Technical In- 
struction at Dunmore East on May, 
3rd and 4th, 1906. The Department 
did not consider that the circumstances 
of the case were such as would warrant 
them in submitting for the approval of 
the Lord-Lieutenant in Council any bye- 
law increasing the area in which steam 
trawling is prohibited. The prohibited 
area already extends to places at a greater 
distance than three miles from the shore. 
In reply to a further Question, Mr. Bryce 
said there were differences of opinion as 
to whether trawling did diminish the 
supply of fish. 


Mr. JOYCE: It affects the fishermen. 


Housing of the Working Classes in 
Irish Towns. 

Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 
E.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether, 
in view of the need for better housing of 
the artisans and labourers in the towns of 
Ireland, he can promise that the matter 
will engage the attention of the Govern- 
ment at an early date. 


Mr. BRYCE: I am aware of the need 
mentioned in the Question and of the 
importance of the subject generally, and 
I hope that it may be possible to find 
time before long to consider what should 
be done to amend the law bearing on it. 
So many other urgent questions are before 
the Irish Government at this moment that 
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I cannot at present make any more definite 
statement. rinse 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND: Is the 
right hon. Gentleman aware that his pre- 
decessor in office (the right hon. Gentle- 
man the Member for Dover) promised to 
introduce legislation on this matter, and 
in considering this question will he also 
bear in mind the Report of the Confer- 
ence on the Housing of the Working 
Classes recently held in Dublin. 


Mr. BRYCE: I was not aware of the 
promise. I will bear in mind the Report 
referred to. 


Irish Lunacy Grant. 

Mr. COGAN (Wicklow, E.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he will 
cause steps to be taken to recoup the 
county and borough councils from the 
local taxation account their rateable 
share of the sum of £37,030, which 
was voted to that account in the year 
1900, as capitation grant for the main- 
tenance of lunatics for the period of three 
months, from January lst to April Ist, 
1898. 


Mr. BRYCE: The hon. Member is 
under a misapprehension. No recoup- 
ment to county and borough councils is 
called for by the circumstances. In no 
year have the councils received less than a 
full twelve months’ grant. The necessity 
for taking the Supplementary Vote of the 
year 1900 arose from a change in the 
financial year of local authorities, and the 
object of the Vote was merely to adjust 
accounts between the Parliamentary 
Vote and the local taxation account, as 
the hon. Member will see by referring to 
Parliamentary Paper No. 280 of July 
17th, 1900. 


Mr. COGAN asked whether the 
county and borough councils were not 
compelled to strike a rate for fifteen 
months in consequence of the change. 


Mr. BRYCE: That may be so, but 
the fact remains that all they can receive 
for public funds they have got. 


Sheep Dipping in Ireland. 
Mr. DELANY: I begto ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 


Ireland whether any representations have 
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been made by the Irish Agricultural 
Department to the Irish Government, in 
reference to the utilisation of the services 
of the Royal Irish Constabulary in con- 
nection with compulsory sheep dipping 
in Ireland ; and, if so, with what result : 
and whether he will lay upon the Table 
of the House copies of any correspondence 
that may have taken place on the matter, 


Mr. BRYCE: Representations to the 
effect stated have been made by the 
Department of Agriculture, and _ the 
Inspector-General offers no objection to 
the proposal that the police should give 
such assistance to local authorities in the 
matter as they may be qualified to give, 
and as their primary duties may permit. 
The extent to which this may be possible 
is under consideration, It would be 
contrary to practice to lay upon the Table 
of the House the correspondence which 
passes between Departments of the 
Government. 


Reenard Pier. 

Mr. BOLAND: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether, in view of the fact 
that he has recently held a personal 
inspection of the pier accommodation at 
Reenard, near Cahirciveen, he is now in 
a position to state what steps will be 
taken to construct a suitable pier at this 
point under the provisions of the Marine 
Works Act. 


Mr. BRYCE: Since my inspection of 
the pier accommodation at Keenard, | 
have asked the Board of Works to report 
upon the best method of effecting im- 
provements, in the event of its being 
found possible to provide funds for the 
purpose. It will, I imagine, take the 
Board some little time to make the 
necessary investigation. 


Kerry Evicted Tenant. 

Mr. MURPHY (Kerry, E.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the Earl 
of Kenmare, when approached by the 
Estates Commissioners as to the reinstate- 
ment of Mr. Daniel Shea, an evicted 
tenant in county Kerry, made a claim 
for £500 or thereabouts as a condition of 
reinstatement ; will he say whether the 
Commissioners were aware of the full 
counter-claim of the evicted tenant against 
this sum claimed by Lord Kenmare ; and 
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whether the Commissioners will further 
negotiate with Lord Kenmare, and repre- 
sent to him the claims of the evicted 
tenant, with the view of effecting Mr. 
Shea’s reinstatement in his farm, as it is 
at present unoccupied. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that in pursuance of 
the fourth regulation of those dated 
February 13th, 1906, they approached 
Lord Kenmare’s agent on March 22nd last, 
with the object of endeavouring to effect 
a settlement of the case of Daniel Shea. 
In reply they were informed that the 
owner would reinstate Shea in the hold- 
ing from which his mother was evicted 
upon his paying a sum of £504, the 
amount of rent and costs due at the date 
of the eviction. The Commissioners are 
not aware of the particulars of any counter- 
claim which the evicted tenant may have 
against the sum mentioned ; and in any 
event they have no power to enforce the 
reinstatement of this tenant against the 
will of the landlord. 


Mr. MURPHY asked if the right hon. 
Gentleman would represent to the 
Estates Commissioners the desirability of 
greater activity in dealing with these 
cases. 


Mr. BRYCE: I understand that the 
Commissioners have done all they can in 
the matter. Their powers are limited, 
but if the hon. Member will address to 
me any communication containing addi- 
tional information I will forward it on to 
them. 


Mr. FLAVIN (Kerry, N.) suggested 
that where the police were engaged in 
protecting land grabbers on these farms 
they should be withdrawn. 


Mr. BRYCE: That raises a question 
of an entirely different nature. 


Mr. FLAVIN : It would, at any rate, 
very soon bring the landlords to their 
Senses. 


Sale of Leitrim Bogs. 

Mr. T. SMYTH (Leitrim, S.): I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he can state who 
divided the bogs on the estate of the 
Due de Stackpool at Cloontabrit, in the 
county of Leitrim, which has been sold to ' 
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the tenants recently ; if he is aware that 
some of the tenants, including Mrs. Mary 
Donnelly, James Cassells, Patrick Rey- 
nolds, and William Cox, were allotted 
portions of the bog which are worthless ; 
and if he can state for what reason those 
particular tenants got such lots, while 
other tenants got the best portions of the 
bog. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that no proceedings 
for the purchase of the estate in question 
have been instituted before them, and 
they have no knowledge of the matters 
referred to. 


Leitrim Evicted Tenant. 


Mr. T. SMYTH: I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if the Estates Com- 
missioners have received an application 
for reinstatement from an evicted tenant 
named Francis McHugh, who formerly 
lived at Drumallow, Cloone, county 
Leitrim, on the Madden estate ; and, as 
this estate has been sold a short time ago 
to the tenants, if he can state will 
McHugh be reinstated on his former 
holding, or will the Estates Commis- 
sioners provide him with another holding 
on the estate. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Com- 
missioners have received from Francis 
McHugh an application for reinstatement, 
and will have the case inquired into by 
the inspector when he visits the estate. 


Irish Mackerel Exports to Chicago. 


Mr. BOLAND: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether his attention has been 
called to the statement, on page 25 of the 
latest Consular Report from Chicago, to 
the effect that, as a result of a visit of an 
official of the Irish Congested Districts 
Board, the importation of Irish mackerel 
into Chicago has increased from £550 in 
1902 to £8,197 in 1905; and whether, 
with a view to the further development 
of the export of Irish mackerel to 
America, he will take steps to have this 
information circulated in the fishing 
districts of the West Coast, and to secure 
the adoption of a brand for Irish cured 
fish, with a view to maintaining the posi 
tion now held by it in the American 
market. 
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Mr. BRYCE: The official in question 
was sent in the year 1901 by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture to visit and report on 
those American markets in which Irish 
cured mackerel and herrings are sold. 
As a result, the Department have been 
able to bring Irish curers and American 
buyers into touch with each other. Irish 
curers generally are well aware of the 
market for their fish which exists in 
Chicago. The official above referred to 
also reported that a Government brand 
for Irish mackerel consigned to America 
would possess no value. The principal 
curers in Ireland, who were consulted, 
were not in favour of such a brand. 


Town Tenants Bill. 

Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY (Cavan, 
W.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
he has received a resolution from the 
Cavan Urban District Council urging the 
necessity of passing the Town Tenants 
Bill; and, in view of the situation at 
present existing in Mr. Mulligan’s case 
at Arva, county Cavan, will he state the 
Governmert’s intentions on this measure ? 


Mr. BRYCE: The resolution referred 
to has been received. I have communi- 
cated with the Prime Minister regarding 
the Town Tenants Bill, and he authorises 
me to say that the Government are 
willing to facilitate the reference of this 
Bill to one of the Standing Committees 
of the House, and to give a reasonable 
amount of time—I trust that only a very 
short time will be needed—to the Motion 
to that effect now standing on the Order 
Book. This arrangement is made on the 
understanding that the parts of the Bill 
which might give rise to lengthened 
discussion will be dropped in Committee 
so as to facilitate the passage of the 
measure. 


Trish Poor Law Commission. 


Mr. BARRIE (Londonderry, N.) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
he can now name a date for presenting 
the Repoit of the Poor Law Commission, 
Ireland ; what has been the cause of the 
dates previously indicated being so much 
exceeded ; and whether he is aware that 
local authorities, pending receipt of the 
Report, have preferred to delay incurring 
large outlays for improvements on their 
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buildings, but are now being pressed by 
the Local Government Board. 


Mr. BRYCE: I am informed by the 
Chairman of the Poor Law Reform Com- 
mission that the Commissioners have not 
yet agreed upon quite all the questions that 
must be dealt with in their Report. An: 


agreement has, however, been arrived at. 


between the Commissioners upon nearly 
all the points involved in the reference 
and dealt with in their draft Report, which 
has been in print for some time. The 
Commissioners, while expecting to report: 
without much further delay, cannot fix « 
date for the presentation of their Report. 
The Local Government Board are aware 
that some local authorities are delaying 
the carrying out of improvements on their 
buildings pending the receipt of the 
Report, and, except in cases in which the 
work is of an urgent character, no pres- 
sure is being put upon these authorities 
by the Board. 


Mr. BARRIE: But on May 10th 
last the right hon. Gentleman told me 
that the Report was then in the hands 
of the printers.+ Why this long delay ? 


Mr. BRYCE: Alterations are often 
made in Reports after they are in proof. 
It seems that the anticipation of an 
early complete agreement among the 
Commission then entertained has not 
been realised. 


Mr. T. W. RUSSELL (Tyrone, 8.) : 
Has not the delay been in part caused 
by the chairman of the Commission 
being engaged on another inquiry ! 


Mr. BRYCE: I have no reason to 
think that. 


Mr. BARRIE: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman address a remonstrance to 
the Commission and press on them the 
urgency of sending in the Report. 


Mr. BRYCE: I will convey to the Com- 
mission the information that the Report 
is anxiously awaited, although I think 


| they know that already. 


Macroom Gun Licence Prosecution. 


Mr. SHEEHAN (Cork County, Mid.) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 





+ See (4) Debates, clvi., 1491. 











a nee ih i, tile tee ee ee 


ee ee ee ee ee 














53 Questions. 


Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he | 
is aware that Patrick J. Long, of Rylane | 
sub-district, Macroom, recently applied | 
for a Peace Preservation Act licence | 
for keeping a gun, and that his applica-| 
tion was refused without any cause | 
whatever being assigned; and whether | 
he proposes to take any action in the. 
matter. 

Mr. BRYCE: The power of issuing | 
licences under the Peace Preservation Act 
is vested in the resident magistrate of 
the district. I am imformed that in the | 
present case the resident magistrate, in| 
the exercise of the discretion vested in 
him, declined to issue a licence. It | 
would be contrary to practice to state 
in this House the grounds upon which a | 
licence is refused. 


Cavan Evicted Tenant. 


Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY: I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- | 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the 
Estates Commissioners have received an 
application for reinstatement from one 
John Reilly, Killeshandra, who was 
evicted from his holding in Crenagh 
Glebe in March, 1883; has the landlord, 
M. E. Moore, been approached ; and, if 
not, are any steps being taken in the 
matter. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners have received the application in 
question, and have referred it to one of 
their inspectors for inquiry with a view 
to effecting a settlement. 


Instruction in the Irish Language. 


Mr. BOLAND : I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he is aware that, under 
the new scheme for the teaching of Irish, 
the services of a large number of extern 
teachers, teaching a much larger number 
of schools, have been put an end to and 
rejected by the new scheme and nothing 
is done to supply their place; and that 
as regards the teaching of Irish on the 
bilingual system, the Irish public are 
still in the dark as to what is proposed ; | 
and whether he proposes to secure the 
alteration of the scheme in the manner 
requested by the Gaelic League. 


_ Mr. BRYCE: The question whether 
it may be necessary or desirable to 
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permit the employment of extern teachers 
under the new scheme for the teaching of 
Irish is under consideration, and so is 
the scheme for bilingual instruction. I 
am not at present in a position to make. 
a statement upon these matters. 


Questions. 


The Gaelic League and the Teaching 
of Irish. 


Mr. BOLAND: I beg to ask the Chief 


'Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 


Ireland whether his attention has been 
called to the official statement made by 
the executive committee of the Gaelic 
League with reference to the revised 
scheme for the teaching of Irish in 
the national schools; whether he is 
aware that objection is taken by the 


Gaelic League on the grounds, amongst 


others, that infants and the first class 
have been excluded, that the proposed 
fees are so small as to be quite nugatory, 
and that the total expenditure in re- 
muneration of the teaching of Irish has 
been reduced from about £12,000 to 
under £6,000, and perhaps to a much 
smaller amount ; and can he say what 
steps he proposes to take in the matter 
with a view to giving effect to the 
changes requested by the Gaelic League. 


Mr. BRYCE: The abolition of the 
former scheme for the teaching of Irish 


_was decided upon before His Majesty’s 


present Government came into office, and 
they found that ‘no provision was being 
made for giving further aid in the matter. 
The present provision is a new one, and 
is in addition to the £12,000 which was 
diverted by the late Government from 
the teaching of Irish to the payment of 
additional assistant mistresses. It is not 
the case that the total expenditure upon 
the teaching of Irish has been reduced to 
below £6,000. I do not quite know 
what changes the Gaelic League desire 
to be made. Everyone interested in the 
teaching of Irish has had full opportunity 
of stating views and offering suggestions. 
I have myself frequently invited sugges- 
tions, but though I have received 
objections and remarks on the general 
question, [ have had hardly any positive 
suggestions for the improvement of this 
particular plan. Though the amount to 
be expended is smaller than under the 
former plan, there is every ground for 
expecting the educational results to be 
much better than were previously 
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attained. It is the wish of the Irish 
Government to give every proper help to 
the teaching of Irish, subject to the con- 
dition that other essential subjects are 
nvt interfered with; and I believe the 
new scheme will have that effect. It is, 
however, a provisional scheme only, and 
I shall be happy during the next few 
months to reconsider the whole question, 
duly weighing any suggestions regarding 
the teaching of Irish which may be sent | 
to me, 





Irish Board of Works-—Pensioned Officials. 


Mr. JOYCE: I beg to ask the Secre- | 
tary to the Treasury whether he is aware 
that the following men got pensions from 
the Irish Board of Works: T. P. L. 
Crosthwaite, engineer ; James Gulley, lock 
keeper ; Daniel Morgan, lock keeper and 
collector ; Cornelius Hogan, lock keeper 
and collector ; and Mr. Bushel, also a lock 
keeper ; and will he say what was the 
yearly pension in each case ; and whether, 
taking all the circumstances into account, 
the claim of Robert M‘Conkey, who was 
overseer of 210 miles of the Shannon for 
a long term of years, will be considered 
with a view to granting him a pension. 


Tue FINANCIAL SECRETARY To 
THE TREASURY (Mr. McKenna, Mon- 
mouth, N.): The pensions referred to are 
as follow : — 


£ xs. d, 
Mr. T. P. S. Cros- 
thwaite, M.I.C.E., 
inspector - - 125 0 0 
M. J. Gulley, 
lock-keeper —- 24 6 8 
D. Morgan,  Col- 
lector “and lock- 
keeper - - 56 0 O 
C. Hogan,  col- 
lector and_lock- 
keeper - - 33 6 8 
P. Bushell lock- 
keeper } - - 13.10 0 


(Bushell’s pension has been suspended, as 
he has regained his health and has been 
re-employed at his own request.) 


The largest gratuity which the rules | 
permit has been granted to M’Conkey, 
and I am not prepared to make an ex- 
ception in his case to the unbroken 
practice of treating overseers on the) 
Shannon Navigation as not entitled to) 
pension. | 
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Ancient National Monuments in Ireland. 

Mr. HAZELTON (Galway, N.) : I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland will he state what 
is the annual sum allocated to the preser- 


| vation of ancient and national monuments 


in Ireland and administered by the Com- 
missioners of Public Works ; from what 


' source this sum is derived ; and whether 
he will issue a detailed statement showing 


the manner in which this annual sum is 


expended. 


Mr. MCKENNA: The sum necessary 
for the preservation of ancient monu- 
ments is voted by Parliament and _ varies 
according to the estimated requirements 
of the year. For 1906-7 the sum in- 
serted in the Estimate for Public Works, 
The sum applicable 
to national monuments consists of the 
income derived from dividends on Con- 
solidated Stock held by the Board of 
Works. For each of the two years to 
31st March 1906 the amount of this 
income was £873 9s. 4d. In 1904-5 
—the last year for which I have informa- 
tion—the expenditure on ancient monu- 
ments was £516 6s 2d., and on national 
monuments £870 12s. Od. I will furnish 
the hon. Member privately with state- 


| ments of the detailed allocation of these 
sums, which are too long to be given in 
|an Answer. 


Irish Signatures on Post Office Orders. 

Mr. EDWARD BARRY (Cork County, 
S.) : I beg to ask the Postmaster-General 
whether he is aware that the postmaster 
of Skibbereen on 18th May refused to 
cash a post office order signed by Aine Ui 
Aunrachain, because she signed her name 
in Irish ; whether steps will be taken to 
compel such men to accept signatures in 
Irish ; and whether in future appoint- 
ments of postmasters, especially in [rish- 
speaking districts, a knowledge of Irish 
will be an essential qualification. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: 
to find that a 


I regret 
clerk at the Skib- 


_bereen Post Office refused to pay the 


order in question under a misappre- 
hension as to the rules on the subject 
which permit payment where there 
is no difficulty in identification of 
the payee. The order was presented 


again on the 7th June and duly paid ; 
and an apology was subsequently tendered 
to the payee for the mistake. 
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57 Questions. 


Mr. Justice Grantham. | 
Lorp R. CECIL (Marylebone, E.) | 


asked the Prime Minister whether he | 
proposed to give a day for the discussion | 
of the Motion of the hon. Member for 
South Donegal, relating to the conduct of | 
the hearing of the Yarmouth election | 
petition by Mr. Justice Grantham. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 
§.): Perhaps I may be allowed, in justice 
to the Prime Minister, to say that when I 
presented the memorial to him some three 
weeks ago, he most kindly acceded to the 
request for a day, but, of course, I did 
not press for any particular day. 


THe PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 
LORD or THE TREASURY (Sir H. 
CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN, Stirling Burghs): 
It is very difficult to find a day for astray 
subject such as this, at this period of 
the session, but we think of devoting 
Friday fortnight to the Motion. The 
delay that has already occurred has been 
necessary because it is essential that the 
House should be in possession of the 
printed notes of what took place at the 
trial. 


Lorp R. CECIL: Do the Government 
contemplate interrupting the proceedings 
on the Committee stage of the Education 
Bill in order to take this Motion about 
the conduct of Mr. Justice Grantham ? 


Sim H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
The Education Bill is not put down for) 


Friday. 


Lorp R. CECIL: Is it not intended to | 
take that Bill on any Friday 4 
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Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
The Speaker has not yet received the 
Report in that case. 


Questions. 


The Unemployed Bill. 
Mr. KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr 


|Tydvil): Can the Prime Minister now 
_say when the Unemployed Bill will be 


introduced. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN ; 
I am afraid I cannot say anything 
definite. I have said a good deal that 
is indefinite already. The subject is not 
being lost sight of, and I fully expect ere 
long to be able to move in the matter. 


Me. KEIR HARDIE: Before this 


section of the session ends ? 


Str H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Oh, I think so. 


Errors in Voting. 


Mr. MURPHY explained that during 
the late sitting that morning he had 
voted in the ‘“‘No” lobby under the 
impression that a division was being 
taken on the closure. After he had 
passed the tellers he discovered that the 
Committee were voting on an Amendment 
relating to Part IV. of the Education Bill. 
He thought then that it would be possible 
for him to vote in the “Aye” lobby 
and get the clerk to strike out his name 
from the list of “Noes.” He therefore 
went through the “Aye” lobby and 
came back immediately and informed the 
clerk, who told him—as he might have 
known he would—that he could do 
nothing. He therefore took the first 
opportunity to inform the Speaker. He 


regretted extremely that he should have 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I can give no pledge as to that. At present 
it is not put down for any Friday. 


Mr. LEA (St. Pancras, FE.) asked 
whether the right hon. Gentleman would 
also cause the official notes of the Bodmin | 
election petition to be circulated. 


committed this error, and his only ex- 
planation was that in the desire to do 
right he did wrong. He would be 
obliged if the Speaker would strike his 
name out of the “ No” list and add it to 
the “ Ayes.” 


*Mr. SPEAKER : The division list will 
be altered in accordance with the desire 


| of the hon. Member. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) : 
Circulate a copy of Mr. Justice Grantham’s 
speech ! 


Mr. PATRICK O'BRIEN (Kilkenny) : | 


With the tears thrown in. | 


Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY : I desire 


| to say that I also voted in both lobbies 
| about half-past two o'clock, and the only 


explanation I can offer is that I did it by 


| inadvertence. 
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*Mr. SPEAKER said that if the hon. | Mr. Patrick McHugh, 
Member would inform the clerks what | O’Brien, Captain Donelan, 
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the particular division was it would | Halpin. 


facilitate the correction of the lists. 
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Mr. Kendal 

and Mr. 

Sir WILLIAM BRAMPTON GURDON 


|further reported from the Committee, 


SELECTION (STANDING COMMITTEES). | That they had discharged the following 
Sir WILLIAM BRAMPTON GuRDON re-| Members from the Standing Committee 


ported from the Committee of Selection, 
That they had discharged the following 
Member from the Standing Committee on 
Trade (including Agriculture and Fish- 
ing), Shipping and Manufactures, 
respect of the Dogs Bill: 


and had appointed in substitution: Mr. | 
| 


Leicester Harmsworth. 


| on Law, and Courts of Justice, and Legal 


| Procedure, in respect of the Labourers 
| (Ireland) Bill:—The Lord-Advocate and 
| Mr. Solicitor-General for Scotland ; and 


in had appointed in substitution: Mr. 
Mr. Weir; | McKenna and Mr. Lundon. 
Sir WILLIAM BRAMPTON GURDON 


'further reported from the Committee, 


Sir WituiaM Brampron Gurpon | That they had discharged the following 


further reported from the Committee, 


That they had added to the Standing | 


Committee on Law, and Courts of 
Justice, and Legal Procedure, the 
following fifteen Members, in respect of 


the Labourers (Ireland) Bill: Mr. Bryce, | 
Mr. Attorney-General for Ireland, Mr. | 
John Redmond, Mr. T. W. Russell, Mr. | 


Hayden, Mr. Hugh Barrie, Mr. Long, 
Mr. James Campbell, Mr. 


McHugh, Mr. Kendal O’Brien, Captain 
Donelan, and Mr. Halpin. 


Sir WILLAM 
further reported from the Committee, 
That they had added to the Standing 


Committee on Law, and Courts of Justice, | 


and Legal Procedure, the following 
fifteen Members, in respect of the Fatal 
Accidents and Sudden Deaths Inquiry 
(Scotland) Bill: Mr. Younger, 
Mitchell-Thomson, Mr. Gulland, 
Munro Ferguson, Mr. 
Hudson, Mr. Morton, Mr. Menzies, Mr. 
Murray, Mr. Findlay, Mr. 


William | 
O’Brien, Mr. Clancy, Mr. O’Shee, Mr. | 


BRAMPTON GuRDON 
Mr. } 


Mr. | 
Smeaton, Mr. | 


Laidlaw, | 


Major Anstruther-Gray, Mr. Ainsworth, | 
Mr. M’Kinnon Wood, and Mr. Halley | 


Stewart, 


Sir WitiiamM BRAMPTON GURDON 


further reported from the Committee, | 
That they had added to the Standing | 


‘Committee on Law, and Courts of Justice, 
and Legal Procedure, the following 
fifteen Members in respect of the 
Charitable Loan Societies (Ireland) Bill: 
Mr. Bryce, Mr. Attorney-General for 


'Member from the Standing Committee 
/on Law, and Courts of Justice, and 
_Legal Procedure, in respect of the 
| Charitable Loan Societies (Ireland) Bill ; 
Mr. Secretary Gladstone; and _ had 
appointed in substitution : Captain Craig. 


Sir WittiAM BraMpTon GURDON 
‘further reported from the Committee, 
That they had added to the Standing 
Committee on Law, and Courts of Justice, 
‘and Legal Procedure, the following 
Member: Mr. Fetherstonhaugh. 


Sir Witiiam Brampton GURDON 
further reported from the Committee, 
That they had discharged the following 
|Member from the Standing Committee 
on Trade (including Agriculture and 
Fishing), Shipping, and Manufactures, in 
respect of the Prevention of Corruption 
Bill [Lords]; Mr. Higham; and had 
appointed in substitution : Mr. Pollard. 


Reports to lie upon the Table. 


NEW BILLS. 


INFECTIOUS a (IRELAND) 
ILL, 


“To extend The Infectious Disease 
(Notification) Act, 1889, to districts in 
Ireland in which it has not been 
adopted,” presented by Mr. Bryce ; to be 
read a second time upon Monday next, 
and to be printed. [Bill 259.] 


Ireland, Mr. John Redmond, Mr. T. W. | 


Russell, Mr. Hayden, Mr. Barrie, Mr. | 


Walter Long, Mr. James Campbell, Mr. 


DUBLIN POLICE BILL, 
“To amend the Dublin Police Acts, 


William O’Brien, Mr, Clancy, Mr. O’Shee, 1837 and 1859,” presented by Mr. Bryce ; 
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to be read a second time upon Monday 
next, and to be printed. [Bill 260.] 


LUNACY (IRELAND) BILL. 

‘To correct a verbal error in Section 6 
of The Lunacy (Ireland) Act, 1901,” 
presented by Mr. Bryce; to be read a 
second time upon Monday next, and to 
he printed. [Bill 261.] 


POLICE (SUPERANNUATION) BILL. 


Lords’ Amendment considered, and 
-agreed to. 


BANKERS (IRELAND) ACT REPEAL 
BILL, 

“To repeal an Act passed in Ireland in 
1759 relating to bankers,” presented by 
Mr. Attorney-General for Ireland ; to b> 
read a second time upon Monday next, 
and to be printed. [Bill 262. ] 


SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE 
(IRELAND) BILL. 


“To amend the Judicature (Ireland) 
Acts, 1877 to 1897, and Section 6 of the 
Local Registration of Title (Ireland) Act, 
1891, and the Law relating to bankrupts 
and to the constitution of certain election 
courts in Ireland,” presented by Mr. 
Attorney-General for Ireland ; to be read 
a second time upon Monday next, and to 
be printed. [Bill 263.] 


POST OFFICE SITES BILL. 


Ordered, That Mr. Arkwright, Mr. 
Sydney Buxton, and Mr. G. Greenwood 
be Members of the Select Committee on 
the Post Office Sites Bill —(Mr. Whiteley.) 


EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 
BILL. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
{Mr. Emmorr (Oldham) in the Chair.]} 
Clause 2 :— 


Lorp R. CECIL (Marylebone, E.) 
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There were trusts which were educational 
and trusts which were not educational but 
charitable, and these latter were generally 
connected with some religious body. 
| What he wished to submit was that if it 
‘were true that schools could be carried 
[on as public elementary schools with 
trusts which were other than educational 
|in their character, then those trusts 
‘should be preserved at all costs. The 
point he ventured to make was really 
/an important one; it was whether they 
were right to over-ride, for the purposes 
of the Bill, trusts which were strictly 
religious or charitable in character. He 
was sure the right hon. Gentleman tho 
Minister for Education would see that 
quite different considerations applied to 
such trusts, 


THe PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD 
oF EDUCATION (Mr. Birre tt, Bristol, 
N.) replied that under the general 
scheme of the Bill the acquisition of 
school houses by local authorities was 
limited to the purposes of public ele- 
mentary schools. Whilst the local 
authority was in possession of the school 
for the purpose of carrying out the 
work of a public elementary school it 
would not be hampered by any trust 
whatever. It would be dangerous to 
strike a distinction in the way indicated 
by the noble Lord between one trust and 
another. The only usage the public 
authority would have of the premises 
would be that of a public elementary 
school, and no trust of a_ religious 
character would in any way be affected, 
because the use of the premises for 
the purpose of such trust would be 
altogether outside the purposes for which 
‘the local education authority would 
' require them, 


much obliged to the right hon. Gentleman 
for his reply, but he did not think he had 
really met his point, because the framing 
‘of the clause was such as to leave 
|it entirely in the discretion of the 
‘local authority. Let them take the 
}ease of a school used as a_ chapel 
'on Sunday, and assume a hostile local 


| Lorp R. CECIL said he was very 





moved to insert the word “educational” authority or a local authority of a red 
before the word “trust” in Sub-section (b). | tape description which came into the 
He said he hoped the Government would | school and saw certain fittings and 
see its way to accept the Amendment arrangements. He had in his mind a 
which was of some importance. Trusts | particular school in Sussex which was 
which affected a school were of two kinds. | used for the purposes of a chapel, and he 
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did not see anything to prevent their; to an innocent word by an unduly 
saying that that was inconsistent with ingenious lawyer. He therefore asked 
their conception of what a school ought to him if he could not accept the word. He 
be for the purposes of education, and | could not believe that anybody had any 
they would be entitled to take away all | objection to it in principle, and he 
the fittings which were necessary as a_/| believed it would save the consciences of 


chapel in order to fit it for educational | a consid:-rable number of people. 
purposes. As long as they only took | 


away things which had to do with) 
education then, from the standpoint of | 
this clause, he did not object at all; but 
he wished very much—and he attached | 
great importance to the point—to limit 
the discretion of the local authority to 
the particular class of business with which 
He understood 
that the right hon. Gentleman did not | 
of the word 
“ educational,” except that he distrusted 
the legal profession and was not quite 


they ought to interfere. 


object to the insertion 
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Du Cros, Harvey 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E. 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Adkins, W. Ryland 

Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Alden, Percy 


Lord. R. Cecil. 


AYES. 
Duncan, Robert (Lanark,Govan 
Fardell, Sir T. George 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Fletcher, J. 8S. 
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Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.) said that 
the previous clause .gave absolute un- 
checked power to the local authority to 
deal with any fittings or make any altera- 
tions they deemed necessary for the 
| school, and he did not think the Amend- 
|ment would effect the noble Lord’s point. 


Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 95; 
(Division List No. 135.) 
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TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Lorih 
Robert Cecil and Mr. 
Ashley. 
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Mr. ASHLEY 


moved to omit the words “ 


justify their retention. 
out the words. 


authority to 





or in any way 
restrict their full control of the schools ” 
at the end of Sub-section (0). 
did not appear to be necessary to streng- 
then the sub-section, and he thought it lay 
on those who had framed the Bill to 
The sub-section 
was perfectly clear and sufficient with- 
Surely the right hon. 
Gentleman could trust the local education 
make a suitable bargain 
with the owners of a school without | 
pinning them down in this way. Ofcourse, 
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The words 


words ‘ 
of the school.’ ” 


| clause.” 


it was perfectly right and proper that a | 


trust should be so far changed and | 
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TELLERS FOR THE NOES—Mr. 
Whiteley and Mr. J. A. 


Pease. 


(Lancashire, Blackpool) { The clause enabled the local authority to 
| put up big divisions in the schoolroom 
which might make it absolutely unsuitable 
| as a place for holding a public meeting, or 
| any meeting at all. 


Amendment proposed— 


“Tn page 2, lines 5 and 6, to leave out the 
or in any way restrict their full control 


—(Mr. Ashley. ) 


Question proposed, ‘ That the words 
| Proposed to be left out stand part of the 


Mr. DILLON said these words ought 


modified that a public elementary school | to be left out, but his reason for saying so 
could be carried on, but why put in words | was not the same as that given by ‘the 


which were perfectly superfluous ? 
education authority might make | 


local 


The | hon. Member who moved the Amendment. 
The hon. Member had made the common 


such alterations in the internal arrange- | mistake of confounding the word “ school” 


ments of a building as to render it unfit 


with 


the word 


Sub- 


** schoolhouse.” 








to be used on Saturday or Sunday for | section (a) dealt with the building, and 
parochial or denominational purposes. | gave thelocal authority full power to make 
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the very alterations the hon. Member was 
afraid of. Sub-section (5) dealt with the 
school as an entity apart from the 
building. 


Mr. BIRRELL indicated assent. 


Mr. DILLON said he saw that the 
right hon. Gentleman accepted his inter- 
pretation. If these words were left in 
this sub-section he thought a subsequent 
Amendment of which the right hon. Gen- 
tleman had given notice would be out of 
order. The right hon. Gentleman him- 
self recognised the necessity for some 
qualification of the clause, and he was 
going to propose to add: “ Nothing in 
this section shall prevent the granting or 
requiring of facilities for special religious 
instruction in accordance with this Act, 
or prevent a local education authority 
as a condition of an arrangement made 
under this section with respect to the use 
of the schoolhouse of an existing volun- 
tary school, from giving an undertaking 
to give religious instruction which does not 
conflict with Section 14 of the Element- 
ary Education Act, 1870, in the school.” 
He suggested that the right hon. Gentle- 
man, if he did not decide to leave out the 
words to which the Amendment referred, 
should introduce some saving words so 
that his subsequent Amendment might 
be in order. 


Mr. BIRRELL said that the hon. and 
learned Member for Oxford University 
had pointed out to him the other day that 
the words “full control of the schools,” 
might possibly interfere with the full 
effect of the facilities under Clause 3. 
He had at once acceded to the hon. 
and learned Member’s view, whether 
he was right or wrong. He himself 
was advised that the hon. and learned 
Gentleman was wrong, but that was a 
secret. The first part of the Amendment, 
which appeared on the Paper that day in 
his name, he thought had got over the diffi- 
culty suggested by the hon. Member for 
East Mayo. He had no objection to the 
words ‘‘ save as hereinafter provided ” 
being added in order to make assurance 
doubly sure. ‘‘ School” referred to the 
operation and work of the school, and 
not to the actual bricks and mortar. 
It was desirable that the local authorities, 
when they entered into an agreement, 
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should have full control of the work 
of the school, and that was the reason 
why these words were put into the 
clause, and that they should not be 
allowed to fetter themselves by any re- 
striction which would interfere with their 
rights to use the school premises of the 
public elementary schools. He did not 
think that it would be wise to omit the 
words altogether. The local education 
authority should not be allowed to better 
themselves, but he was quite prepared 
to accept the words suggested by his 
hon. friend in order to put it in proper 
order. 


Mr. DILLON: Does the right hon. 
Gentleman accept the words “ or in any 
way which may be hereinafter provided ” ? 

Mr. BIRRELL was understood to 


assent. 


Lorp BALCARRES asked if the 
acceptance of the words “ hereinafter pro- 
vided” in any way conflicted with the 
purpose of delegation suggested by Clause 
26. 


*Str WILLIAM ANSON said that his 
view was that the facilities given under 
Clauses 3 and 4 might be regarded as 
inconsistent with the provision that these 
schools should be treated as provided 
schools. But he recognised that his 
difficulty had been met by the right hon. 
Gentleman. As to the last words of 
the clause he asked whether it would 
not be worth while to consider that 
there were a number of people in the 
country whom those words concerned, 
who had extraordinary ingenuity in rais- 
ing difficulties. He did not aim at limiting 
the control of the local authorities as long 
a3 it extended merely to the time for the 
use of the school as a public elementary 
school. But there might also be cases 
in which something might be done by 
the local authorities in trenching on the 
rights of the owners of the schools, who 
might find their powers as to the use 
of the schools more limited than was 
necessary to ensure the rights of the local 
authority. 


*Mr. BURDETT-COUTTS (West- 
minster) said it seemed to him that the 
words of the clause as they stood gave te 
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the local authority more power over the 
schools than was really intended. It 
would remove any ambiguity if these 
words were left out. 


Lorp R. CECIL said he could not 
but help thinking with the hon. Mem- 
ber for East Mayo that the effect of the 
clause as it stood would be to allow the 
local authorities to do anything they 
liked with the schoolhouses. Suppose 
there were pictures in the schoolhouse 
which the local education authority 
thought were superstitious, and wanted to 
remove them. There a difficulty would 
arise; and he asked the right hon. Gen- 
tlemen to consider this question from that 
point of view. 


Amendment negatived. 


Mr. RAWLINSON (Cambridge 
University) thought that if the Amend- 
ment he now proposed to move were 
accepted it would put an end to all 
doubts upon the point. He did not wish 
to repeat what had been said in the 
previous debate, but he was sure that 
those who were in charge of the Bill 
would see the difficulty of using the 
word “school” in different ways. It 
was no doubt perfectly right for the 
President of the Board of Education to 
say that what he meant was the entity, 
but there was no such use of the English 
language in the Bill to indicate that what 
was meant was the entity. He thought 
it would be safer therefore to accept the 
wording of his Amendment. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 2, line 6, at end insert the words 
‘house during the time during which it is being 
used by the local education authority,’ ” 


Question proposed, “That those words 
be there inserted.” 


THE PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 
TARY To THE BOARD or EDUCATION 
(Mr. Loven, Islington, W.) said it was 
quite clear that, under the clause as it 
stood, the local authority could only 
get control of the schoolhouse during 
school hours, and under these circum- 
stances the local authority had not and 
could not, except by going outside the 
provisions of the Bill, get any control 
over the schoolhouse except during the 
time in which it was handed over to 


Mr, Burdett-Coutts. 
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them. That being so, he thought the 
acceptance of the Amendment would 
mean undue complication, and, in his 
judgment, it was quite unnecessary. 


*Mr. TALBOT (Oxford University) 
said he had on the Paper an Amendment 
to add the words “as a public elementary 
school” at the end of the sub-section. 
He suggested that if the hon. Member 
for Cambridge University would consent 
to the insertion of his words at the end 
of his Amendment, the matter would be 
made quite clear. He would move the 
insertion of his words as an Amendment 
to the Amendment. What he desired 
was to make it clear that during the 
school days the local authority should 
have control, but for the rest of the days 
which were not school days the owners 
and managers should have ample and 
complete use for other purposes. 


Amendment proposed to the proposed 
Amendment— 


“At end, to add the words ‘as a public 
elementary school.’” 


Question, “ That those words be there 
added,” put and agreed to. 


Question proposed, “That the words, 
as amended, be there added.” 


Tue SOLICITOR-GENERAL (Sir W. 
Rosson, South Shields) said it seemed to 
him that the hon. Gentlemen who were 
responsible for the Amendment as it now 
stood would by endeavouring tomeetanon- 
existent danger create areal danger. The 
wording of the sub-section was to the effect 
that the local education authority should 
have full control of the school when it was 
conducted as a public elementary school. 
The preceding sub-section dealt with 
school houses as such, but the sub-section 
they were at present discussing referred 
to the management of the school. If the 
Amendment were accepted, it would 
strike the word“ school” out of the section, 
and in its place insert the word “ school- 
house,” which would make the sub-section 
apply not to the management of the 
school but to the management of the 
schoolhouse. 


Sir WILLIAM ANSON said what 
they, on the Opposition side of the House, 
wanted to ensure, was that the local 
education authority should not be able to 
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say that owing to any ambiguity of 
wording they had some right to use the 
school otherwise than as a public ele- 
mentary school. 


Education (England 


Mr. LAURENCE HARDY (Kent, 
Ashford) said the wording of the sub- 
section was not quite clear, owing to the 
use of the two words “schoolhouse” and 
“school.” If hon. Members would refer 
to a paper which had been issued last week 
by the County Council of Kent, giving a 
description of the schools in that county, 
they would find that time after time the 
trusts were constituted in connection with 
the schoolhouse. Unless, therefore, they 
got rid of the trusts under this sub-section 
they had not got rid of them under 
any sub-section. It was not sufficient 
to say they were not merely dealing 
with the entity; they could not leave 
out of consideration the trusts which 
affected the schoolhouse itself. 


Mr. DILLON thought the introduction 
of the words which hon. Members desired 
would injure instead of improving the 
rights of school owners. The sub-section 
dealt not with the schoolhouse, but with 
the use of the school, which was a 
totally different matter. That was the 
purpose of the clause, and therefore 
the only purpose of the sub-section 
was to deal with the use ofthe school- 
house for the purposes of carrying on a 
public elementary school. The section 
was designed to get rid of the right of 
the owner to break in and hold a bazaar 
during the school hours. He thought 
the point was absolutely clear. 


Mr. BIRRELL said he was perfectly 
satisfied with the clause as it stood, as it 
seemed to him to be most suitable for the 
purposes they had in view. 


Mr. RAWLINSON said all he desired 
was to prevent interference with the 
schoolhouse out of school hours. The 
words of the sub-section were very wide, 
and needed restricting. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of London) 
said the Government had been more 
careful to provide for the absolute 
supremacy of the local education author- 
ity during school hours than to protect 
the owners out of school hours. If the 
Government would put in words to redress 
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the balance, he thought it would probably 
satisfy his hon. friends. 


Dr. MACNAMARA (Camberwell, N) 
pointed out that the wording of sub-section 
(1) clearly indicated that the local educa- 
tion authority was to have full control of 
the school only for the purposes of a 
public elementary school. 


Mr. BIRRELL said he had no objection 
whatever to the insertion of the words 
““as a public elementary school.” They 
were all over the clause already. One 
thing was made perfectly plain, and 
that was that the only purpose of 
this clause was to put the local educa- 
tion authority in possession of the school- 
house for a limited time for a limited 
purpose. But to oblige the hon. Member 
for Oxford University—a thing he was 
always very anxious to do—he would 
consent to the addition of those words. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 2, line 6, at end, to add the words 
‘asa public elementary school.’”—(Mr. Talbot.) 


Question—‘‘ That those words be there 
added ”—put, and agreed to, 


*Mr. AUSTIN TAYLOR (Liverpool, 
East Toxteth) said the Amendment he 
desired to move ran as follows — 

“ And save so far as any stipulation which 
may be made for giving in the schools such 
Christian teaching as may be given in the 
schools under Section 14 of the Elementary 
Education Act of 1870.” 


He moved that Amendment because he 
thought it would very much facilitate the 
working of the Bill, and in addition allow 
the owners of the voluntary schools and 
the local education authorities to embark 
on special facilities two days a week; 
it would also permit them to agree as to 
giving such Christian teaching as was 
permitted under the Cowper-Temple 
clause. If the Amendment was accepted 
by the Government the owners and 
trustees of voluntary schools would have 
the power of insisting upon this teaching. 
If they did not use the power they could 
not afterwards complain that the 
schools were irreligious schools seeing that 
they had not asserted their power to make 
them religious. But if they did use this 
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power they would then demonstrate the 
fact that the objection to the Cowper- 
Temple teaching was not nearly so deep- 
seated in the Church of England as it was 
made to appear by bishops, clergy, and 
such of the laity as sympathised with | 
them in an extreme form of opposition to 
the Bill. It might be held by some 
sections of the House that this was in. 
terfering with the absolute discretion of 
the local education authority. He had 
every confidence in the local education 
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minations themselves. He could speak 
certainly for Liverpool, where the repre- 
sentatives of the various denominations 
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‘who fought hard for supremacy on the 
‘school board, when they found they could 


not carry out their own ideas, fell back in 
despair on their common Christianity 
with most excellent results. It was 
in order that there might be a 
continuation of this excellent policy 
that he now appealed to the right hon. 
Gentleman to say that an option should 


be given to the loca! education authorities 
and the owners of voluntary schools to 
enter into this bargain. He moved. 


authority in the matter of religious in- 

struction, and he believed the overwhelm- 

ing majority of local education authori- 

ties would continue to give that kind of | 

religious instruction which was per-| Amendment proposed— 

missible on all days other than those) «[n page 2, line 6, at te end of the second 

earmarked for special facilities, But | sub-section, to add, ‘And save so far as any stipu- 

he was inclined to think that the loca] |!ation which may be made for giving in the 
: pa | schools such Christian teaching as may be given 

education authorities would be very in the schools under Section 14 of the Elemen- 

willing to have the power to make tary Education Act of 1870.’” 

this bargain; that it should  no' 

longer be a matter of discretion Question proposed, ‘‘That those words 

whether in these schools there should be be there added.” 

religious instruction or not, but that if 

it could be done it should be a definite) Lorp R. CECIL asked whether this 

bargain between these schools and the Amendment was in order He pointed 

local authority that for all time,so far as out that in the body of the subsection 

there could be permanency in these jit said— 

matters, simple Christian teaching such | «Free from any trusts or conditions which 

as was permitted under the Act of 1870 are not consistent with the conduct and 

should be part and parcel of the agreement management of the school as a public elemen- 

between them. The power which he ~ — 

desired to give by this Amendment was , The Cowper-Temple clause was not 

perfectly clear to the Committee, and inconsistent with the teaching of an 


therefore he need not labour the point, @lementary school. 

It did not impose anything in a statutory BD vite: 

sense, but Ieft the owners of voluntary *!HE CHAIRMAN said it was for that 
schools and the local education authorities Teason that he ruled this Amendment 
free to enter into a bargain one with the ©ut of order at the previous point. But 
other not merely for facilities but for the the sub-section went on to say, “ orin eed 
continuation of simple Christian teaching W@Y Festrict the full control of the school. 

under the Cowper-Temple clause. He He thought the additional stipulation now 
believed those among whom he sat, who Proposed might restrict the full control 
represented the large Nonconformist Of the school. It was a fine point, but 
bodies in this country, would agree that he thought the Amendment was in order. 
those bodies did desire to continue Bible 

teaching in their schools. If they desired, , Mr. LAURENCE HARDY: Would 
therefore, to continue it in their present it not be equally in order for the Minister 
schools they would desire to continue it in for Education to move his proviso now ? 

the schools taken over by the local. 
education authorities from the churches. | 
The acceptance of the Amendment 

would strengthen the Bill from a national] 





*Toe CHAIRMAN: No. 


Dr. MACNAMARA said he could not 


point of view. He believed the Cowper- imagine any managers making that de- 
Temple teaching in our large towns had ‘mand, because they did not believe in it. 
been very largely the work of the deno- | The local authority might make a demand, 


Mr, Austin Taylor, 
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but then they would have denominational 
teaching side by side with Cowper-Temple 
teaching, which was a perfectly impossible 
proposition. The proposal put down by 
the President of the Board of Education 
was a much more feasible one, because 
it did not Jay down any compulsion. He 
thought the Amendment would be en- 
tirely unworkable, for they could not have 
Roman Catholic teaching, for instance, 
going on side by side with Cowper-Temple 
teaching. 


Mr. BIRRELL said he hoped the hon. 
Member for East Toxteth would see his 
way to withdraw his Amendment, because 
the Government could not accept it, and 
his object would be met by the Govern- 
ment proposal. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he was in 
favour of the view expressed by the 
Minister for Education in his Amendment, 
which was that there should be freedom 
on the part of the owners of the schools to 
make arrangements with regard to reli- 
gious education. He theught it was just 
one of those cases in which the pnrases 
“ Cowper-Templeism ” and “simple Bibl : 
teaching” and the rest of it were liable to 
the greatest misuse and produced the 
gravest misunderstanding. If he were 


tne owner—as he was not—of aschoul and | 


if he had to make a bergain with a 
local authority, he would strive 


of the Act of 1870, but by no means in 
conformity with that rather jejune in- 
struction which went by the name of 
Cowper-Templeism. If he were the 
owner of a voluntary school he should try 
to get some arrangement which would 
suit not only Churchmen but all bodies of 
Christians in the district and not confine 
it to what was sometimes called Cowper- 
Templeism, the fatal ambiguity of 
which phrase was always leading them 
astrey both in this House and outside it. 
He thought it was most desirable that 
under such an arrangement full liberty 
should be given to the voluntary schools, 


*Ma. AUSTIN TAYLOR asked leave 


to withdraw his Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


The Chairman called upon Mr. Middle- 
more. 
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Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he desired on 


a point of order to remind the Chairman 
that Clauses 3 and 4 would be discussed 
under great difficulties by this Amend- 


ment. 


Mr. DILLON asked if he might move 
the Amendment standing in the name of 
the hon. and learned Member for North 
Louth. 


*THe CHAIRMAN: That Amendment 
is not in order. It deals with the rights 
of children attending those schools, and 
therefore it is a matter of attendance and 
not schoolhouses. 


Mr. DILLON said they had had a long 
discussion in which they had all agreed 
that this particular sub-section did not 
deal with schoolhouses but with the con- 
duct of the school, and in that respect he 
submitted that the marginal note was 
wrong, or at any rate open to correction. 


*Toe CHAIRMAN: Of course I can- 
not lay much stress upon the marginal 
note, but I do lay stress upon the general 
scope of the clause, which has nothing 
to do with the attendance of children. 
Although I should be glad to have the 
point discussed, I really cannot ailow it 
‘here. 





to 
get teaching consistent with Section 14 | 


Mr. MIDDLEMORE (Birminghan, N.) 
‘said this sub-section proposed to in- 
‘validate trusts, or at any rate the religious 
ipart of them. The particular sub- 
‘section which he moved to omit invited 
‘trustees to take part in invalidating 
‘trusts which it was their duty to pro- 
‘tect, and therefore it invited them to do 
anact of great wickedness and treachery. 
These persons had accepted their trustee- 
ship and had signed a document to say 
that they would maintain those trusts, 
and now they were being invited to do 
something in opposition to their written 
lword. This was adding insult and 


‘almost infamy to what was little short of 





t The Amendment referred was as 
follows :—‘“ In Clause 2, page line 6, at 
end, to insert, ‘ Provided that, after a school 
has been transferred, the children of parents 
belonging to a denomination in respect of 
which a trust existed affecting such school 
may continue as of right to attend same 
from any part of an urban or rural area.’ ”— 
(Mr. T. M. Healy.) 
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robbery. John Stuart Mill laid down | trusts should not be varied. One hon. 
the principle that a trust should be , Member had assured the Committee that 
maintained as long as the feresight of the | this interference with trusts would inter- 
person who founded it could be reason- | fere in the future with benefactors, and 
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ably supposed to extend. Now they 
were proposing to ask trustees to be 
parties to this confiscation. He felt 
very strongly on this point, and he 
begged to move his Amendment. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 2, line 7,to leave out sub-section 
(2).”—(Mr. Middlemore.) 


Question proposed, “ That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of 
the clause.” 


Mr. BIRRELL said that although the 
Amendment of the hon. Member for 
North Birmingham had been moved in a 
spirit of fairness, it was really inconsistent 
with the observations which had already 
been made by hon. Gentlemen opposite, 
who recognised that it was impossible to 
carry out the proposals made under the 
Act of 1902 if there’ was not a latitude 
allowed in regard to these trusts, so far 


as they related to the use which the local | 


education authority might make of the 
sch rxolhouse and premises for the purpose 
of carrying on a public elementary school. 
It they could not vary these trusts 
there would be an end of all dealing with 
trust property for public purposss. 
The whole history of this country was full 
of instances in which for the public good 
Parliament had allowed an interference 
with trusts affecting particular pieces 
of property. 
that they could not acquire for the pur- 
poses of public elementary education any 
building which had a trust deed attached 
to it there would be no course open 
to them but to disregard those buildings 
and leave the loca] authority free to 
build new schools, leaving those trust 
schools out in the cold altogether. That 
was not the proposal of the Government. 
Their proposal was that where an agree- 
ment could be come to, the persons should 
strike a bargain cf their own, and he did 
not see any compulsion in that. He 


sympathised with hon. Members who 
felt so keenly on tbis point, but it 
was now too late in the day for anyone 
who supported the Bill of 1902 or the 
Charitable Trusts Act to say that these 


Mr. Middlemore. 


If they were now to be told | 


! 


that pious founders would not leave any 
of their property totrusts. He was afraid 
that personally he should never be a 
| pious founder, but he could conceive 
‘nothing more likely to promote bene- 
| factions than the conviction that hun- 
| dreds of years after the would-be 
| benefactor was dead the public would 
by law utilise to the utmost the 
intention he had in his mind. He 
believed that if these pious founders 
could ever revisit the country the per- 
sons they would admire most would be 
the Charity Commissioners, because they 
would see the schools they had founded, 
instead of being kept going with only 
two or three boys, revived in consequence 
of these very breaches of trust and de- 
voted to the main purposes which the pious 
founders had in view. He knew nothing 
more likely to encourage public bene- 
factions than the fact that there wes 
power from time to time to see to it that 
the trusts were not used as an instru- 
ment in opposition to the public good, 
| but to divert them into channels of 
public usefulness. His belief was that the 
| Amendment of the hon. Member for North 
| Birmingham was entirely hostile to the 
| general purposes of the Bill and would 
render this or any other measure dealing 
with private trusts altogether impossible. 
Therefore the Government could only 
offer a determined opposition to the 
Amendment. 











*Mr. EVELYN CECIL (Aston Manor) 
| said the speech of the Minister for Educa- 
tion was entirely alien to anything he had 
heard before on this subject, and he could 
‘not understand his view. He said it 
'would not damp the ardour of pious 
| founders and benefactors, but he differed 
‘from the right hon. Gentleman on that 
| point. Probably in many cases the 
| opinions of pious founders as to what was 
| for the public good might differ very much 
| from the opinion of the right hon. Gentle- 
/man. The President of the Board of 
Education had just put before the Com- 
mittee a very dangerous doctrine. He 
happened to be the happy possessor of 
a book written by the right hen. Gentleman 


| upon the liabilities of trusts and trustees 
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in which it was laid down that the duty 
of a trustee was to adhere to the terms 
of his trust in all things great and small, 
important and seemingly unimportant— 

“‘ This was his very plainest duty ; no trustee 
would ever deny it, or pretend to be ignorant 
of it, yet it was his hardest, unless from the 
very beginning he made up his mind to it, and 
then it was as easy as eating bread and butter. 
Non possumus (continued the right hon. 
Gentleman) was the one and only answer for 
badgered trustees. They should never argue 
or reply to arguments, but barricade themselves 
behind their will or their deed, and whilst 
profoundly regretting their inability to oblige, 
refuse to budge a foot.” 


This was on pages 22 and 23. 


Mr. BIRRELL said they were not now 
dealing with the obligations of trustees, 
because every trustee left to himself 
must carry out his trust. They were now 
considering a great measure of public 
interest. 


*Mr. EVELYN CECIL said there had 
never before been such a wide depar- 
ture in so-called deference to the 
public good. He could not himself see 
any very great difierence between a 
private trustee and one who was a trustee 
for the nation. 


Str GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) 
said that during the whole of the dis- 
cussion upon the Act of 1902 he did not 
venture to say a word concerning educa- 
tion. He ventured this afternoon to 
address himself to this particular question 
of trusts because he did not think it was 
too late for him to enter his protest 
against what he believed to be an in- 
justice on the part of the Government in 
dealing with trusts. The Minister for 
Education had said that the action of this 
or any Government which dealt with the 
alteration of trusts was to prevent 
abuses, to destroy what might be called 
the injury of obsoleteness which crept into 
trusts, and to keep down all that re- 
pressed what was for the public good. 
There was a time when a great many hon. 
Members opposite did not take the view 
that trusts were, as they had done their 
best to represent, oppressive to the public 
good. The whole body of opinion in this 
country forty years ago was that these 
religious and educational trusts were of 
immense benefit tothe community at large. 
He quoted an extract from a Minute of the 
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'Committee of the Council on Education 04 
1844, which stated that the trust deeds of 
voluntary schools would form a perman- 
ent record of the views and intentions 
‘of the founders of the schools. The 
Minute further stated that in the opinion 
of the Committee no plan of education 
‘ought to be encouraged in which intellec- 
tual instruction was not subordinated to 
religious instruction. At that time this 
country was practically dependent upon 
the Church of England for the education 
of its children. The example set by the 
Church of England in the formation of the 
National Society was followed by the 
British and Foreign Society, by the 
Roman Catholics, and by Nonconformists 
of every kind. The Church of England 
gave their support generally and speci- 
fically to every effort which was made then 
to build up the religious foundations 
which existed to-day. He did not think 
the Minister for Education had put quite 
fairly before the Committee and the 
country the position of the teaching in 
the voluntary schools as they existed in 
this country. Were the Government 
justified in dealing so rigorously with 
trust deeds at the present time ? Hon. 
Members on the Opposition side of the 
House believed that the treatment was too 
rigorous. They believed that the Govern- 
ment had taken from the voluntary schools 
that which was of most good in them, 
namely, religious instruction, the one 
thing for which those schools were valued. 
It was proposed to take away the full 
teaching which was provided under the 
old system and to give instead teaching 
on two days of the week. The instruction 
issued to the inspectors in former days 
was that they were to have regard less to 
the intellectual development of the 
children than to the foundation of char- 
acter formed upon religious teching. The 
inspectors were told that no intellectual 
development was sound which had not its 
origin in moral and religious teaching 
through doctrinal methods. The people 
of this country had gone a long way since 
then, but he was not at allcertain that they 
were on the right way. He did not think 
that those who represented noncon- 
formity at present were really doing] ustice 
to themselves and their own history. 
There was not a single member of the com- 
munity who had not benefited directly 


from the teaching given in the voluntary 














83 Education (England 


schools. In the forties and fifties, 
when there was no other system. of 
schools, the burden of educating the 
poor devolved upon the Church of Eng- 
land. The Government then not only 
encouraged but pressed benevolent people 
to give land and to give of their riches in 
order to give to the poor of the country 
the education which they had not pre- 
viously. He urged that the trusts should 
have greater consideration at the hands 
of the Government. Nonconformity and 
the Liberal Party were not at present 
really representing the feelings of the 
classes from which they had drawn their 
political force and power. The clauses in 
the Bill were repressive; they did not 
give freedom ; they did not represent the 
views of the vast body of the people of 
the country. The Minister for Education 
had been more moved by political 
opportunism than by what he himself 
honestly believed was for the best good 
of the country. If the right hon. Gentle- 
man were only to embody in the Bill the 
statements he had made on public plat- 
forms they would have less quarrel with 
him. The right hon. Gentleman knew that 
he was not carrying out the policy which 
he and his leader and the Liberal Party 
presented to the country at the general 
election. He hit harder than pro- 
bably he meant, and by the clause 
which practically defeated the inten- 
tion of the founders of the trusts, 
he was retarding the development of the 
education of the country. They had 
come to the day of misappropriations, and 
these, although called by another name 
by the Minister for Education, would 
return upon the Party which they 
represented and would do it an injury 
which they did not desire; because he 
believed they really wished to do their 
best for the good of the children of the 
country. What he and those associated 
with him desired was that a spirit of 
benevolence and charity in reg.rd to 
education should be kept alive; that the 
soul and the mind of the children should 
be cultivated, and that no education other 
than that was worthy of the name. 
They believed that the inculcation of 
morality was good, but that the up- 
bringing of the children in religion was 
better. They believed that the same 


tests in regard to the religious develop- 
ment of the child should be applied as to 
Sir Gilbert Parker, 
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its intellectual development. It was in 
that regard that he hoped the intentions 
of the pious founders of trusts for 
the spiritual welfare of the children of 
England would be maintained intact. 


Tue SOLICITOR-GENERAL (Sir W. 
Rosson, South Shields) said that the 
speeches in support of this Amendment 
displayed a singular and unfortunate 
misconception of the nature of trusts, 
They had been spoken of as if they were 
self-supporting trusts and as if the 
Government were interfering with the 
will of some pious founder who had set 
apart a sufficient fund for a charitable 
purpose. There could be no greater 
misapprehension. The trusts they were 
dealing with were not self-supporting. 
They were trusts which came as petitioners 
to the national exchequer for money. 
Most of them were built upon the legisla- 
tive understanding that 50 per cent. of 
the expenses should be contributed by 
the denomination, and that it should 
receive a grant of 50 per cent. from the 
State. The denominations found them- 
selves unequal to that financial burden, 
and their friends strove by legislative 
action to lessen that burden. He did not 
complain of that, but it was idle for volun- 
tary schools to put themselves into the 
position of private trusts and to say the 
|State had no right to dictate or suggest 
‘terms on which it should give its money. 
On the one hand, the denominations were 
appealing to the State for financial aid and 
on the other hand the State was saying 
in this Bill on what terms it would 
give that aid. No parallel could be 
drawn between that case and the case 
of private trusts. The denominations 
complained of the intolerable strain upon 
them, and that being their position how 
preposterous it was for them to assail 
the Government with terms of abuse 
because in the strict fulfilment of their 
duty as public trustees they suggested 
that there were terms which ought to be 
imposed in common fairness to the com- 
munity which had to pay. 





*Str WILLIAM ANSON said he ob- 
jected to the language that had been used 
in respect to trustees and the sanctity of 
trusts. The President of the Board of 
Education had adduced the argument that 
because the Charity Commissioners had 
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altered the disposition of certain trusts 
to the advantage of education, the bene- 
factors who had created those trusts 
would have been heartily grateful to the 
Legislature for empowering them to do 
so. But it should be remembered that 
in those cases the educational circum- 


stances of the past were adapted to the | 


needs of the present with as little 
change as possible and the rule of 
ci-pr’s was observed. ‘The right hon. 
Gentleman had also quoted the action of 
the late Government in the Bill of 1902 
and had stated that his right hon. friend 
the Leader of the Opposition had invaded 
trusts and that, therefore, he was not in a 
position to criticise any one else who 
invaded trusts in any other direction. 


But what did the late Government do ? | 


In the first place they altered the schemes 
of management under the trust deed so 
as to conform to the provision of the Act; 
but the whole scheme of management was 
most carefully worked out to secure that 
the original intentions of the truster 
were carried on. He admitted that there 
was an invasion of the trusts under what 
was known as the Kenyon-Slaney clause 
of the Act of 1902. He quite agreed that 
when the late Government took the 
control of the religious instruction from 
the rector or vicar and deposited it in 
the hands of the managers that was a 
departure from the terms of the trust. 
But it was never contemplated to alter 
the character of the religious instruction 
given in the schools. Lastly, in regard to 
the teachers, it was a departure from 
the terms of the trust which enabled 
mangers to appoint all the teachers, 
except the headmaster, from any 
religious denomination whatever. That 
was the whole case in regard to trusts as 
against the late Government. But what 
did the present Bill do? It altered the 
whole purpose for which the voluntary 
schools had been built. The Solicitor- 
General had said that these schools 
demanded payment from the State. 
But what were the circumstances 
the case? Had not the State been 
content to use the buildings of the 
schools? Had not Parliament en- 


couraged the denominations to build | 
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| They were the inheritors of buildings for 


of | 
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purposes which could not be carried out 
‘under this Bill. But as the Bill now 
'stood schools might be rejected and put 
,aside and not allowed to be used as public 
elementary schools unless they sub- 
‘mitted to the requirements of the Bill in 
regard to the trusts. It was not fair 
‘to put the case in the way in which 
the Solicitor-General had done and 
‘say that they had clamoured to have 
their schools confiscated. The purport of 
the Amendment was that the schools 
‘whose managers desired they should re- 
‘main as public elementary schools should 
be acquired as such with the least possible 
departure from their trust deeds. What 
he meant was that they should if they 
chose continue their useful mission and 
should not be thrown aside though the 
whim of the local authority. He quite 
admitted that the Amendmené was one 
which the Government could not con- 
sistently admit, heving regard to the 
scheme of Clause 2, but for himself, he 
was, he thought justified in protesting 
against the treatment to which trusts 
were subjected throughout the Bill. The 
language of the Bill indicated that the 
Government were only too ready to secure, 
as public property, schools which had 
been provided for the purposes of the 
State in order to secure religious educa- 
tion in conjunction with elementary 
educetion. Whatever happened under 
the clause, however, a breach of crust 
would have to be committed, and against 
thit he entered his hearty protest. 


Mr. DILLON said the course of the 
discussion appeared to him to be posi- 
tively melancholy. They were discussing 
a provision which was entirely in the in- 
terest of the voluntary schools but which 
it was now proposed to omit. If the 
Government had proposed the Amend- 
ment the hon. Gentlemen who were now 
supporting it would not have dared to 
hve voted for anything of the kind. 
The speeches of hon. Members against 
breaches of trust would come in very 
well upon Clause 8 and other clauses, but 
to discuss the question upon this clause 
was most lamentable, as all that the clause 





these schools, because Parliament did not | proposed was to put trustees in a position 
want to put the expense either on the in which they could hand over their 
Exchequer or on the local rates? They |schools. The only effect of the Amend- 
were not mendicants for public money. ' ment, if adopted, would be to play 
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directly into the hands of the hon.|he asked the right hon. Gentleman 
Members who were the extreme opponents | whether he would accept an Amendment 
of Clauses 3 and 4, as it would give the | limiting the breaking of the trust. 

local authorities a thoroughly valid | 


excuse for refusing to take over voluntary, yp BIRRELL said they had assumed 
schools. Such a proposal was not in his that the trustees and owners of voluntary 
view reasonable. ' schools would always make it a condition 
that they should have the most extended 
| facilities that the law under Clause 3 
‘would permit. He could not suppose 
| that they would do otherwise. However 
that might be, he would when they came 
to that part of the Bill, endeavour to put 


Mr. RAWLINSON said he was not upon 
this Amendment going to make an appea 
tothe Government, as he knew that any 
such appeal in regard to it would be unfair, 
because he recognised that this clause | 


was an essential part of the scheme of jpo¢ question right. He only rose for the 
the Bill. He was prepared, however, to purpose of making an appeal to the Com- 
vote in favour of the Amendment, not  ittee, Everybody had admitted that 
in the hope that the Government would |}. could not possibly accept the A mend- 
accept it, but because he recognised thatit jont now before the Committee: that 
was against the basis of the measure. | t do so would be an act of cruelty to 
He believed that that basis was con-| those trustees who wished to continue 
fiscation of trust property, and the object | their schools and who wished to have 


of the Amendment was to protest against | the Prayer Book in the schools twice a 


that. The Bill was talked about @8|week, and a good system of religious 


if it referred only to trusts created | aqucation on the other days. This 


hundreds of years ago, but, as a matter of | clause was in their favour. However, he 


fact, it referred to trusts ten, fifteen, and | gig not rise to argue the matter but to 
twenty years old. The trustees under | ack the Committee, as he could not accept 


it were invited to disregard equally the | the Amendment, to come to a decision 
wishes of new and of old benefactors. | upon it. 
It was quite a mistake to represent trus- 
tees coming as mendicants and suppliants. 
; * ; ali aj 
Under Part IJ. of the Bill the plunder | Mr. NIELD (Middlesex, Ealing) said 
could not be justified by the plea that that they on the Opposition side of the 
the man gave his money merely re dd | House were being constantly told that 
“te ; 1 nner | the sanctity of trusts had been broken in 
shoe pepe. Seay See dees ;| upon and practically destroyed by the 
een enough money from these educational . : 


endowments to pay for thedenominational | % oe by h er 4 ae os 
instruction in the schools so endowed. ° 1902 and by the Charitable Trusts 
na ‘| Act, but that was not an_ accurate 


The Minister for Education had scoffed at 1 ‘ 
: : | statement. The Act of 1902 had 
the idea that the policy of the Govern- preserved the object which the founder 


ment would stop benefactions which jad in view but had altered the number 


would go towards the creation of trust | of trustees and given popular representa- 


funds in future, but in his experience it | tion, while the Charitable Trusts Act had 
had had that effect. provided means for modernising trusts 


sp E. CARSON (Dubl; ae while keeping as far as possible to the 

om E. C (Dublin University) | object and scheme of the founder’s bounty. 
epee ggg oe it was proposed |The Minister for Education had also 
‘0 put in the sub-section provisions | referred to the number of schools 
imposing an obligation on the trustees to, which had been surrendered or trans- 
carry out the trust. It must be considerd | ferred under this Act of 1870. — This 
pale dome, Samed Ch eee oe aoe a 

. | © , 

passed the trustee of a voluntary school | hon. Gentleman. He asked him specifi- 
failed to secure such facilities as it was | cally to state the number of schools taken 
possible to secure would that trustee be | over since 1870; to give the number of 
ag ng * — of — a As he read | school places affected, and to state how 

e Bill, he did not think he would, but | many of the schools taken over were 
he thought he ought to be. Therefore Roman Catholic, how many were Church 


Mr. Dillon. 
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of England, and how many belonged to the 
various Nonconformist bodies. Butin the 
Answer he received, with all the knowledge 
which he had of the English language, 
he utterly failed to find any information 
at all. Throughout the debates upon the 


tary schools was clearly defined and not 
only was their existence recognised but 
their great work acknowledged. 
schools were to supplement but not 
supplant them, and upon the faith of this 
statutory recognition further schools 
were put up beside them. ‘The hon. 
Gentleman the Member for Cam- 
bridge University made it 
dantly clear that even so far as build- 
ing grants were given they were 
given for secular education, and the 
conditions of those grants had been 
fulfilled. True, they had to come for 
larger grants from the Exchequer year 
by year, and for very good reason, since 
they were subjected to unfair competition. 


During the whole of the time that elemen- | 


tary education had been given under the 


school board system, oppressive and ever | 


increasing rates were levied upon the 
people for the purpose of providing and 
equipping in the most complete manner, 
irrespective of cost, these public elemen- 
tary and higher grade schools. How could 
they suppose that voluntary schools could 
exist side by side with those schools which 
had the illimitable purse of the ratepayers 
at their back? It was because of that 
that the voluntary schools of outlying and 
rural districts came to the House from 
time to time to ask for further assist- 
ance. It was not only unjust and unfair 
but departing from the common prin- 
ciples of honesty to say that these 


great denominations had not a sub-’ 


stantial interest in the schools they 
had built and equipped at such great 
pecuniary sacrifice, merely because they 
had received these grants from the 
Imperial Exchequer, grants given for 
purposes and under conditions which had 
been amply, nay generously, fulfilled. 


If hon. Gentlemen opposite said they had | 
a mandate to deal with any part of the | 
public educational system, it was confined | 


to two points, viz., increasing the number 
of managers for voluntary schools ap- 
pointed by the local authority, and the 
appointment of the head teachers. He 
denied that they had a mandate to alter 
trust deeds and put an end to the wishes 
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‘of the pious founders of the last sixty 


Board | 


abun- | 
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years, the raison d’étre for which was the 
establishment and maintenance of the 


‘religious education to be given in the 
schools, of the character approved by and 
in accordance with the teaching of the 

sas rolun- Church of England. The Committee in 
Act of 1870 the position of these volun | thie adber ‘Sens tollengs-a: Ole Wate 


they would soon regret because it would 
open the door to interference with trust 
deeds of all kind. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he agreed 
with the right hon. Gentleman opposite ; 
therefore he would suggest that the 
Committee should bring this discussion to 
an end, and that they should divide not 
on this Amendment but rather on the 
second Amendment, upon which there 
were some important Questions to ask. 


Mr. MIDDLEMORE said before he 
withdrew his Amendment he would like 
‘to reply to the remark of the right 
hon. Gentleman the President of the 
Board of Education that the pious 
founders would clap their hands and 
rejoice at the destruction of these trust 
deeds. What mysterious power had 
whispered in the ear of the right hon. 
Gentleman that he had been enabled to 
become the Parliamentary representative 
of the unseen and unknown? All he 
could say was that the trust deeds were 
just as much alive now as they were in 
the time of the pious founders, and he 
ventured to say that if the pious founders 
were still alive they would hold the same 
views as they held when they entered 
into these trust deeds. He begged leave 
to withdraw his Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Lorp BALCARRES said he desired 
to move the Amendment standing in the 
name of his hon. friend the Member for 
the Oxford University— 


“To insert in line 10, after the word ‘section,’ 
the words ‘as far as possible in accordance 
with the terms of the trust.” 


His hon. friend had put those words 
on the Paper in order to invite the 
President of the Board of Education 
to say whether he could see his way 
'to accept the Amendment not from the 
| point of view of limiting the discretion of 
the local authority or the constituted 
| rights and duties of trustees, but mezely 
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to insert in the clause something in the 
nature of a safeguard. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 2, line 10, after the word ‘section,’ 
to insert the words ‘as far as possible in accord- 
ance with the terms of the trust.’”—(Lord 
Balcarres. ) 


Question proposed, “That those words 
be there inserted.” 


Mr. BIRRELL said, after all, under 
this clause the owners were the people 
who had to carry out the arrangements, 
and they would make their proposals as 
far as possible consistent with their trust. 
But he did not like to accept any words 
which might prevent the local authority 
from obtaining control of the schools 
during the time for which they required 
them. 


Sir E. CARSON said the matter was of 
considerable importance, and he hoped 
the right hon. Gentleman would see his 
way to agree to the Amendment. The 
object was to prevent negligent trustees 
or people upon whom pressure might be 
put from abrogating more than was neces- 
sary their functions as trustees of 
denominational schools. Surely it was 
only fair that a trustee should be guilty 
of a breach of trust if he neglected 
to carry out all the arrangements 
allowed under the Bill for the purpose 
of securing special facilities for religious 
teaching. What was the use of saying 
that a trustee was to be absolved froma 
breach of trust if he got rid of a trust 
altogether ? In the vast majority of 
cases there was no doubt the owner 
and trustee would make the best bar- 
gain they could with the local authority. 
But the trust might pass into the 
hands of persons who were absolutely 
careless in these matters, and care ought 
to be taken that they were not allowed in 
such cases to sacrifice what the right hon. 
Gentleman had given them in the Bill. 
They should be bound to exercise the 
ordinary prudence and duties of trustees. 


Mr. LAURENCE HARDY (Kent, 
Ashford) asked the right hon. Gentleman 
t» give further consideration to this 
matter. No harm could result from the 


Amendment, and it would provide that 
Lord Balcarres, 
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(the trusts should be varied as little as 
/was consistent with the arrangements 
'in carrying out the other parts of the 
clause. It was impossible in any way 
'to limit the full effect of the control 
'given by the previous subsection. 


Mr. BIRRELL said the owners must 
know their own duties, and they knew per- 
‘fectly well the limited purpose for which 
they were allowed to put their trust on 
one side. The Amendment would throw 
doubt upon their action in every possible 
way. He thought they must leave it to 
the trustees and the other persons who 
represented them to look after the matter 
as far as possible. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he was 
sorry the right hon. Gentleman had 
‘taken the line he had. The words pro- 
posed to be inserted in the clause had 
no other object than to make it quite 
clear that no unnecessary _ sacrifice 
should be made by the trustees, The 
right hon. Gentleman had not suggested 
a single inconvenience that would result. 
He hed only suggested some minute 
difficulty which might arise, put he had 
not given even an imaginary case. He 
believed these words would be a valuable 
guide to the trustees and would help them 
in any legitimate discussion with the 
local authority. He did not want to 
hamper the local authority, and indeed 
they could not hamper it as the 
responsible authority in matters of edu- 
cation. If these words were not inserted 
it would seem to many trustees, as indeed 
it would seem to many in the Committee, 
that the Government desired to sweep 
away the trusts and to treat them as a 
matter of no moment, and being content 
thit the local authorities sh-uld get 
all that they wanted for their part of the 
business and leaving the interest of the 
trust on one side. 


Lorp R. CECIL very much hoped the 
Government would reconsider their de- 
cision. The Minister for Education 
seemed to regard it merely as a matter 

'for the owners. He did not think it was. 
He thought it was mainly a matter for 
| those who benefited under the trust, and 
-he could see a very substantial reason 
why some such words as these should be 
inserted. The clause said that the owners 
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should have power to carry out any | break a trust. 


4 
- 


and Wales) Biil. 
He imagined all Mem- 


9 


arrangements under this section. It|bers of the Committee would agree 
might well be that two different arrange- | that that was a thing which, i it were 


ments might be possible under thissection, 


both for the purpose of carrying on the | 


public elementary school, but one might 
be more and the other less in accordance 
with the trust, and it seemed to him. 
clearly desirable that in that case the 
one more in accordance with the trust 
should be selected by the trustee. 
But unless some such words as those 
of the Amendment were inserted the) 
trustees would have absolute liberty | 
to make the arrangement which was less 
inaccordance with the trust. That was a 
very serious matter, and he could not help 
thinking that the Minister for Education 
had not really considered that aspect of 
the case. Even if the actual words) 
of the Amendment were not those which 
the Government could accept he hoped | 
they would insert some words which 
would make it clear that where it was 
possible to make an alternative arrange- 
ment the trustees should make that 
arrangement which was the more in 
accordance with the trust. 


done at all, ought to be done with 
the greatest care and circumspection. 
He should think the right hon. Gentle 
man would agree that the only ground 
on which it could be suggested that 
it might be right to entitle trustees 
to break trusts was that of public interest, 
and did it not follow that licence to break 
trusts ought to be restricted so far as 
the public interest allowed? Was this 
restriction in any way in derogation of 
the supposed public interest on which 
the Government relied? Under the 
clause as it stood it would be competent 
for the trustees of a voluntary school to 
make an agreement which would com- 
pletely destroy the hitherto existing 
religious character of the school. It 
might be that they were in a position, if 
they bargained with the local authority, 
to obtain certain terms. Under the 
clause as it stood they would be under 
no obligation to attempt to obtain 
the best terms available, and _ it 
would be open to the trustees, even 


‘though they could obtain facilities by 


Str W. ROBSON 
somewhat dangerous to introduce limi- 
tations of the power of the trustees to 
mike such arrangements as they thought 
right with the local authorities. There 
was no reason to doubt taat the trustees 
would consider themselves in a special 
sense the guardians of religious educa- 
tion wherever they could fulfil the 
object of their trusts, but if they were 
to introduce words of this kind it would 
certainly cast doubt on the power of 
trustees to make any arrangements. 
‘the words which it was proposed to 
introduce would leave every trustee 
and every local education authority in 
doubt as to the validity of the arrange- 
ment at which they had arrived, and that 
was a matter the Government desired 
to avoid. 


said it would be 


*Mr. CLAVELL SALTER (Hants, 
Basingstoke) confessed he had some 
difficulty in understanding the reluctance | 
shown by the Government to accept this 
Amendment in substance. Theclause | 
they were dealing with was one which 


bargaining, to make an agreement which 
would involve no facilities at all. But 
under the clause as proposed to be 
amended it would not be competent for 
the trustees of the school to make an 
agreement without stipulating for religi- 
ous facilities, assuming such facilities 
could be obtained. He hoped the Minis- 
ter for Education would consider whether, 


| possibly by some alteration of the words, 


he could limit the licence here given 
to break trusts, so far as might be com- 
patible with the public interest. 


*Sirk_ FRANCIS POWELL (Wigan) 
considered the proposal of his hon. 
friend a valuable one. He thought the 
trustees and owners were entitled to some 
instruction and guidance in the matter. 
There was no doubt that the tendency 
of these clauses was very unfavourable 
as they now stood to the maintenance of 
trusts, and if the Bill passed in its present 
form it would appear as if the intentioa 
of Parliament was to break up trusts. 
Some Amendment of the kind indicated 
would do something to remove that 


proposed to give to trustees a licence to defect. 
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Mr. HORRIDGE (Manchester, E.) | that was impossible for the reason that 
said it was exceedingly desirable in this ; the words were “as far as possible in 
matter that the hands of the local accordance with the terms of the trust.” 
authority and of the trustees should be_ If the local authority said “ we will never 
free. Speaking as a lawyer on this give you so and so,” and the trustee had 
occasion it seemed to him if they put in to accept it, he had done his duty be- 
the words of the Amendment they would cause he had acted as far as possible in 
at once raise the question whether or not accordance with the trust. What they 
the trustees had gone one iota beyond contended was that under the Bill at pre- 
what was necessary for the purposes ofthe sent the trustee was absolutely absolved 
trust. The Amendment would involve from doing anything to carry out his 
the trustees in all sorts of law suits, and in trust, and they wished to have it clear 
many cases they might even have the that it was his duty to carry out his trust 
authorities themselves brought in. It as far as possible. Why should it not be 
seemed to him that the people to be trusted | put in the Bill? In every case he ought 
were those who had to make the bargain, | to obtain terms for religious liberty under 
and the Committee ought not to limit | the Bill, and if he tried to do that he was 
their actions in any way, or to raise , absolved from any idea of any breach of 
any suspicion. He hoped the Minister | trust whatsoever, because itswas covered 
for Education would not accept any | by the words “as far as possible.” This 
words of this character, because he be- | was the most reasonable Amendment that 
lieved they would create difficulties and | could possibly be suggested, and he could 
be harmful while serving no useful pur- | not conceive why any Government should 
pose. ° | wish to interfere with sclemn and great 
' trusts more than was absolutely necessary 


Sm E. CARSON said the hon. and |™ the public interest. 
learned Gentleman had stated that unless | 
these words were inserted there might be | 


the suggestion of a breach of trust if cer- The Committee divided :— Ayes, 103; 
tain matters were not carried out, but | Noes, 414. (Division List No. 136.) 
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Lorp R. CECIL moved the omission 
of the portion of Sub-section 2 which pro- 
vided that the owners of a schoolhouse 
of any existing voluntary school which 
was subject to charitable trusts should, 
when the local education authority had 
the uso of the schoolhouse, have 
power to use it for any purpose they 
th might fit, subject to 
provisions under which the use of 
schoolhouse or any room therein might 
be required for public purposes. The 
words appeared to him to be indefensible 
The purpose of the sub-section was to 


not 


enable the local education authority to | 


come to terms, in spite of the trust, for 
th 


he use of the schoolhouse for the purpose 


of pubhe elementary edueation, and if 
the trustees were to have the power 
which the clause proposed to confer on 


them, the trusts must to a certain extent 
be interfered with. had 
spoken as if this were a inatter of affect 
in¥ principally the trustees, but that was 
not He took very little interest in 
the trustees, except in so far as they 
performed the duties of their trusts. 
F a Return which had been issued 
showing the trusts affecting schools 
Kent it appeared that under the trusts 
the schoolhouses could be put toa variety 
of uses of a parochial character, and, 


Che Government 


SO. 


rom 


generally speaking, for the good and the | 
convenience of the districts in which they | 


existed, These trusts ought to be care- 
fully preserved, and the only purpose of 
t} 


He 


liberty to disregard the trusts. 
) rored to move. 


Amenudinent proposed— 

“Tn page 2, lines 10 to 15, to leave out the 
words, ‘and in the time during which the local 
education authority have not the use of the 
schoolhouse under any such arrangement, to 
use the sehoolhouses for any purposes they 
think fit, subject nevertheless to any statutory 


provisions under which the use of the school- | 


house or any room therein may be required 
for publie purposes.’ °—(Lord RB. Ceei.) 


‘ m | 
(Juestion proposed, ‘That the words 


proposed to be left out stand part of the 
: ; 


Clause. 
Mr. BIRRELL admitted that 


words were unnecessarily wide. They 
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were inserted in good nature, because the 
Education Office often received requests 
from trustees to be allowed to use the 
schoolrooms for social and public purposes, 
and the Board thought that the clause 
atforded a ood opportunity for giving a 
general periission to trustees to use the 





schools for purposes other than educa- 
| tional. He should be sorry to see the words 
| omitted altogether, but he agreed that 
| they were extraneous to the purpose of 
| the Bill. He did not wish in any way 
| to insist on the words “ for any purposes 
{they think fit,’ and he was prepared 
to modify them. If hon. Gentlemen 
| Opposite thought that the whole of the 
words should go, he could not insist on 
them, because they were in no way neces- 


sary for his purpose. 


Sin WILLLAM ANSON said he fully 
understood and appreciated the motive of 
the right hon. Gentleman in putting in the 
words. He suggested that in modifying 
the clause the right hon. Gentleman might 


insert words authorising the trustees to 
use the schoolhouses for purposes not 
inconsistent with the purposes of the 
trusts. 

Mr. BIRRELL said there was a diffi- 


culty about the use of the words “ not 
inconsistent with.” In certain cases it 
might be argued that the purposes for 
which trustees desired to use schoolhouses 
were inconsistent with the purposes of 
the trusts. 


Lorp R. CECIL said he should prefer 
the omission of the words. It would not 
he toc much trouble for trustees, desiring 
to go beyond the trust in the use of the 
premises, to apply for pernussion to the 

Education Office, who could decide each 
case according to its merits. Though he 
desired to meet the right hon. Gentleman, 
he should prefer the words to come out 
| altogether, 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr Tyd- 
| vil) said he wished to ask whether in the 
event of the words coming out, it would 
| he possible to limit the use of the schools 
| for public purposes. 


Mr. ROGERS (Wiltshire, Devizes) 
jsaid he wanted to ask what would he 


D 2 








103 


done with the money which would be 
paid for the use of these buildings. He 
himself had had very frequently to pay 
his guinea for the use of a school in order 
to hold a meeting with his constituents ; 
and he understood that these guineas 
were used for the up-keep of the building. 
But that would not be necessary now, and 
the revenue from such sources should be 
treated as part of the education fund. 
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Mr. BIRRELL said that all monies 
which owners or trustees of schools took 
as fees for the use of their premises were 
trust monies; they were bound to be 
devoted to the purposes of the trust, and 
the trustees must account for them. 
The money might be applicable to the 
maintenance of the furniture of the 
schools, but the owners or trustees could 
not apply it for political purposes or put 
it into their own pockets. He thought 
it was desirable to have some form of 
words of a wide character, such as 
“for any purposes they may think fit,” 
so that the local authorities or the 
trustees might, without coming to the 
Board of Education, use the money 
derived from the letting of the schools 
for social purposes. He undertook to 
introduce at a later stage words which, 
while getting rid of too wide powers, would 
safeguard some of the objects which had 
been referred to. 


Lorp R. CECIL said that after the 
explanation of the right hon. Gentle- 
man he would ask leave to withdraw his 
Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. LAURENCE HARDY said he 
wished to move the omission of sub-sec- 
tion (3) of Clause 2 in order to ascertain 
from the Government what their inten- 
tions were as to the three different cate- 
gories of voluntary schools mentioned in 
the Bill. 


Amendment proposed— 


“Tn page 2, line 16, to leave out Sub-section 
(3).”—(Mr. Leurence Hardy.) 


Question proposed, ‘That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 
clause.” 


Mr. LOUGH said that this sub-section 
was absolutely essential in order to make 
the clause in harmony with Clause 1; 


Mr. Rogers. 
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not persist in moving his Amendment. 

Mr. LAURENCE HARDY said that 
what he wished to ascertain was why this 
special provision was put in instead of 
being covered by a general definition 
clause. 


Mr. LOUGH said that that would he 
dealt with under Clause 4. 


Mr. LAURENCE HARDY said he 
would not press his Amendment. 
withdraw Amendment 


Leave to 


refused. 


Mr. LBIRRELL said that the hon. 
Member's suggestion was that the object 
to be obtained by this sub-section would 
be better obtained by a general interpre- 
tation clause ; but the draftsmen thought 
otherwise, and they had made it plain in 
the substance and body of the Bill. 


Mr. CAVE (Surrey, Kingston) thought 
that this was a question of special im- 
portance. 


Sir E. CARSON inquired where the 
power to enter into the arrangements 
referred to was given. 


Mr. BIRRELL said he had put down, 
in response to a point raised by the 
hon. Member for Oxford University, an 
Amendment which read, “ Nothing in this 
section shall prevent the granting or 
requiring of facilities for special religious 
instruction in accordance with this Act, 
or prevent a local education authority, as 
a condition of an arrangement made under 
this section with respect to the use of the 
schoolhouse of an existing voluntary 
school, from giving an undertaking to 
give religious instruction which does not 
conflict with section fourteen of The 
Elementary Education Act, 1870, in the 
school.” He thought that met the point. 


Str E. CARSON said that the Amend- 
ment of the right hon. Gentleman seemed 
to him to be absolutely inconsistent with 
the previous part of the Bill. 


Sir W. ROBSON argued that there 
was no inconsistency between the clauses. 


Mr. LAURENCE HARDY said he had 
asked leave to withdraw the Amendment. 
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Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 364 ; 


| Noes, 77. 


AYES. 


Clarke, C. Goddard 

Cleland, J. W. 
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Clynes, J. R. 

Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Cogan, Denis J. 

Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins, Sir W.J.(S.Pancras, W. 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Corbett,C. H(Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Cory, Clifford John 

Cotton, Sir H. J. S. 

Cowan, W. H. 

Cremer, William Randall 
Crombie, John William 
Crooks, William 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, David(MontgomeryCo. 
Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, M. Vaughan-(Cardigan) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, S.) 
Delany, William 

Devlin, CharlesRamsay(Galway 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, 8.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh. 
Dickinson, W.H.(St. PancrasN 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dillon, John 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Donelan, Capt. A. 

Duckworth, James 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in- Furness 
Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Dunne, MajorE. Martin (Walsall 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Ellis, Rt. Hon. John Edward 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Essex, R. W. 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Everett, R. Lacey 

Faber, G. H. (Boston) 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ffrench, Peter 

Field, William 

Findlay, Alexander 

Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Furness, Sir Christopher 
Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A. H. 

Ginnell, L. 

Glendinning, R. G. 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Daniel Ford 

Gooch, George Peabody 
Grant, Corrie 

Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 





(Division List, No. 137.) 


Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Gulland, John W. 

Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Haldane, Kt. Hon. Richard B. 
Hall, Frederick 

Halpin, J. 

Hammond, John 

Harcourt, Right Hon. Lewis 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r 
Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harwood, George 

Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Hayden, John Patrick 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hazleton, Richard 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson,J.M.(Aberdeen, W.) 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hodge, John 

Hogan, Michael 

Holden, E. Hopkinson 
Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hooper, A. G. 

Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset, N 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Horridge, Thomas Gardner 
Hudson, Walter 

Hutton, Alfred Eddison 
Hyde, Clarendon 

Illingworth, Perey H. 
Jackson, R. 3S. 

Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett, F. W. 

Joyce, Michael 

Kearley, Hudson E. 
Kekewich, Sir George 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kincaid-Smith, Captain 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamb, Edmund G.( Leominster) 
Lamont, Norman 
Layland-Barratt, Francis 

Lea, Hugh Cecil (S. Pancras, E. 
Lehmann, R. C. 
Lever, A. Levy( Essex, Harwich) 
Lever, W. H. (Cheshire, Wirral) 
Levy, Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hn, David 
Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 








107 


Macdonald, J. M.(FalkirkB’ghs 
Mackarness, Frederic C, 
Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
Macpherson, J. T. 

MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down, S, 
MacVeigh, Chas. (Donegal, E.) 
M‘Arthur, William 

M‘Callum, John M. 

M‘Crae, George 

MHugh, Patrick A. 

M‘Kean, John 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 

M‘Killop, W. 

M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 
Mansfield, H.Rendall( Lincoln) 
Marks,G.Croydon (Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J. 

Massie, J. 

Masterman, C. F. G. 

Meagher, Michael 

Meehan, Patrick A. 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Mond, A. 

Montagu, E. S. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan, J.Lloyd(Carmartben) 
Morley, Rt. Hon. John 

Morse, L. L. 

Morton, Alphens Cleophas 
Murnaghan, George 

Murray, James 

Napier, T. B. 

Newnes, F.(Notts, Bassetlaw) 
Nicholls, George 

Nolan Joseph 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
Nuttall, Harry 

O’Brien, Kendal( Tipperary, Mid 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor,James (Wicklow, W. 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, 1. P. (Liverpool) 
O’Doherty, Philip 

O’ Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 
O’Dowd, John 

O’Hare, Patrick 

O’Kelly, James (Roscommon,N. 
O'Malley, William 

O'Mara, James 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Paul, Herbert 

Paulton, James Mellor 


Acland-Hood,RtHn. SirAlex.F. 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Ashley, W. W. 

Balcarres, Lord 

Baldwin, Alfred 

Balfour, Rt.Hn.A.J.(CityLond. 
Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry, N. 
Beach, Hn. Michael Hugh Hicks 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 
Brotherton, Edward Allen 


Education (England 








{COMMONS} 


Pearce, Robert (Staffs., Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pearson, Sir W.D.(Colchester) 
Pearson, W.H.M. (Suffolk, Eve) 
Philipps,J.Wynford (Pembroke 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pollard, Dr. 

Power, Patiick Joseph 

Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh,Central) 
Radford, G. H. 

Rainy, A. Holland 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

Reddy, M. 

Redniond, John E.(Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Rees, J. D. 

Rendall, Athelstan 

Richards, Thomas (W.Monmth. 
Richards, T. F.(Wolverh’mpt’n 
Richardson, A. 

Rickett, J. Compton 

Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 
Robertson, Rt. Hn. E.(Dundee) 
Robertson,SirG.Scott(Bradfrd 
Robertson, J. M. (‘Tyneside) 
Robinson, 8. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rogers, F. E. Newman 

Rose. Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Walter 
Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 

Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann, Chas. E.(Manchester) 


*Seott,A.H.( Ashton und. Lyne) 


Sears, J. E. 

Seddon, J. 

Seely, Major J. B. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B. 
Sheehan, Daniel Daniel 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thomas F.(Leitrim,S.) 
Snowden, P. 

Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Soares, Ernest J. 

Stanger, H. Y. 
Stanley, Hn. A. Lyulph(Chesh. ) 
Steadman, W. C. 


NOES, 
3ull, Sir William James 

Burdett-Coutts, W. 
Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Carlile, E. Hildred 
Carson, Rt.Hn. Sir Edward H. 
Castlereagh, Viscount 
Cave, George 
Cavendish, Rt. Hon. Victor C.W. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E. 








and Wales) Bill. 


108 


Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Summerbell, T. 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Thomas, Abel (Carmarthen, E.) 
Thomas, Sir A.(Glamorgan,E. ) 
Thomas, David Alfred( Merthyr) 
Thompson,.J.W.H.(Somerset, E. 
Torrance, A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Verney, F. W. 

Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Walker, H. De R. (Leicester, 
Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Sir John L. (Leeds, 8.) 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Ward, John(Stokeupon Trent) 
Wardle, George J. 

Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason. John Catheart(Orkney 
Waterlow, D. 8. 

Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 
Whitbread, Howard 

White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire} 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, N.) 
Whitehead, Rowland 

Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan, 
Williams, L. (Carmarthen) 
Wills, Arthur Walters 

Wilson, Henry J.{York,W.R.) 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid.) 
Wilson, J.W.(Worcestersh.,N.)} 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, S.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 
Woodhouse, SirJ.T.(Huddersf’d 
Young, Samuel 


m=) 


Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE AyeES—Mr, 
Whiteley and Mr. J. A. 
Pease. 


Coates, E. Feetham(Lewisham) 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, Nerth) 
Courthope, G. Lloyd 

Craik, Sir Henry 

Cross, Alexander 

Dalrymple, Viscount 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Du Cros, Harvey 

Faber, George Denison (York ) 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Fletcher, J. S. 








109 


Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Haddock, George R. 
Hamilton, Marquess of 
Hardy, Laurence(Kent,Ashford | 
Hervey.F. W.F. (Bury 8. E’m’ds 
Hills, J. W. 

Houston, Robert Paterson 
Kennaway, Rt. Hn.Sir JohnH. 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt. Hn.Col. W. 
Keswick, William 

King, SirHenrySeymour (Hull) 
Liddell, Henry 

Long, Rt. Hn. Walter(Dublin,S) 


Education (England 


{19 JUNE 1906} 
Marks, H. H. (Kent) 


| Mason, James F. (Windsor) 


Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Morpeth, Viscount 

Muntz, Sir Philip A. 

Neild, Herbert 

Pease, Herlert Pike(Darlingt’n 
Perey, Earl 

Rawlinson, John Frederick P. 
Roberts, S. (Sheffield, Ecclesall) 
Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 
{utherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 

Smith, Abel H.( Hertford, East) 
Smith, F.E.(Liverpool, Walton 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D.(Strand) 


ond Wales) Bill. 110 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 

| Thomson, W. Mitchell-(Lanar!: } 

| Turneur, Viscount 

Valentia, Viscount 

Walker, Col. W. H.(Laneashire 
Walrond, Hon. Li nel 

Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 

Williams, Col. R.(Dorset, W.) 

Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 

Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B.Stuart- 

Wyndiam, Rt. Hon. George 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE NOES—Si1 
Clement Hill and Mr. Fel}. 








Lyttelton, ht. Hon. Alfred 


Lorp R. CECIL said the Amend- 
ment he desired to move was only to 
carry out what had already been done by 
the Government in another part of the 
Bill, in order to guard against the 
danger alluded to by the hon. Member 
who moved the last Amendment. He 
did not know whether the Government 
had any objection to this Amendment, 
which was only to make it quite plain 
that the local authority was not to get 
any interest in these schools other than 
for elementary education. He begged to 
move. 


Amendment proposed— 

g line 17, after the word ‘shall, 
to insert the words ‘in respect only of its con- 
duct as a public elementary school by the local 
education authority, and to ithe extent only of 
such conduct.’ °—(Lord R. Cecil.) 


“In page 2, 


Question proposed, “ That those words 
be there inserted.” 


*Mr. BUTCHER (Cambridge Uni- 
versity) said there was a section in the 
Act of 1870-—Section 23—which corres- 
ponded with this Amendment— 

** Every school so transferred shall, to such 
extent, and during such times as the scheol 
board have any control over the school, be 
deemed a school of the school board.” 


Some such words should be put in here, 
so that if this Bill was read in con- 


junction with the Act of 1870 it might | 


not be thought that they had been left 
out for a particular purpose. He sug- 


gested that in order to remove any am- | 
authority should be restricted to the hours 


biguity these words should be inserted. 


Mr. BIRRELL agreed with the noble 
Lord that these words had already been 
accepted in other parts of the Bill, and he 
had no objection to them except they 
were tautological. He had been advised 








that there was no danger of in any way 
creating the impression that the schools 
were in any sense under the control of 
the local education authorities except! 
the purposes of elementary education, 
and that therefore the words were un 
necessary. But he would look into the 
matter, and if he found his views were in 
accordance with those of the noble Lord 
he would insert words to make the 
matter clear. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. RAWLINSON thought there 
could be no objection to the Amend- 
ment standing in the name of his 
hon. friend the Member for Oxford 


University. If the words did no good, 
they could do no harm to the sub-section, 
They were to insure that a school should 
be deemed only during school hours 
to be a school of the local education 
authority. The Amendment was only 
for the purpose of clearing up any 
ambiguity there might be and it could do 
no possible harm. He begged to move. 


Amendment proposed— 

“In page 2, line 18, after the words ‘deemed,’ 
to insert the words ‘during school hours.’ ”— 
(Mr, Rawlinson.) 


Question proposed, “ That those words 
be there inserted.” 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR supported the 
Amendment. It was desirable that on the 
face of the clause the interest of the local 


for which, for the purposes of elementary 
education, it had been given. The 
Government would agree that that was 
their policy. If that was so, let the 
policy be placed in the Bill in such a 
form that the most stupid or the most 
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cantankerous trustee or manager would 
have the true verities of the case staring 
him in the face. It would make it clear 
to the casual and cursory reader, and 
from a lawyer's point of view it could do 
no harm. In these circumstances he 
urged the right hon. Gentleman not to 
be too hasty in rejecting the Amendment. 
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Mr. BIRRELL said he was advised 
that they had already by the addition of 
the words “as a_ public elementary 
school ” at the end of Sub-section 3, made 
the matter as plain as it could possibly 
be made. 
Amendment, but he would look into the 
matter again, as he had every desire to 
make every clause of the Bill as plain as 
possible, and see if he could so arrange 
words as to make the details and the 
verities of the Bill perfectly plain. 


Str E. CARSON said it was quite 


impossible to understand this kind | 
of controversial objection. The right | 
hon. Gentleman had not said one) 
word as to what really was his, 
objection to the Amendment. Did | 
it not carry out the object of the) 


Bill that the 
provided school during school hours! If 
that was so, why should not these words 
be put in? The right hon. Gentleman 


said the words appeared in other parts | 


of the Bill and that those argued together 
would give the same result, but there 
was not a word in the 


his own Bill. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said it was true 
that the right hon. Gentleman had 
accepted an Amendment that limited the 
use of a school by the local authority to 
the purposes of elementary education ; 
but he still contended that the control 
by that body should be limited to the 
time necessary for carrying out its duties. 
The Amendment was that the actual 
duties were to be limited to the school 
hours. Therefore he thought that 
whatever ambiguity existed would, at all 
events, be removed by the acceptance of 
the Amendment. 


Lorp R. CECIL said he was afraid 
the Leader of the Opposition had put the 
question rather too favourably for the 
Government. 


had been moved by the hon. Member for | Bill. 
Mr. A. J. Balfour. 
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He could not accept the | 


school should only be a} 


Amendment | 
which would not be in accordance with | 
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Oxford University and accepted applied 
to paragraph (b). The operative part of 
the clause laid down what the general 
arrangement was to be, and provided for 
such use of the schoolhouse as was 
required for the purposes of carrying on 
a public elementary school. Nothing 
had been put into the clause to limit that 
phrase at all, and it might be extended a 
great deal beyond the use of the schools 
during school hours. It was a very wide 
provision, and it appeared to him that it 
contained nothing which definitely 
limited the local authority in the extent 
of the arrangement which they might 
come to. The matter was a little com- 
plicated in the drafting. Although the 
| principle of the Amendment accepted 
earlier in the afternoon covered this 
Amendment, the actual enacting words 
did not do so, and if the Government 
thought the spirit of that Amendment 
was to be carried out some such words as 
those now proposed must be inserted. 
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Mr. DILLON pointed out that the 
effect of this Amendment migitt be to pre- 
vent the local authority from making 
necessary alterations or whitewashing the 
premises or even cleaning them. Such 
work could not be done in schools hours. 
If “school” and not “ schoolhouse” was 
meant then there was no necessity to 
put in the words as they would be in- 
operative. In his opinion the Amend- 
ment had uo effect whatever in one 
sense, and in the other sense it might be 
held to be taking away what was given 
in the earlier sub-section. 


Mr. A. J BALFOUR said that such 
matters as those raised by the hon. 
Member for East Mayo would be settled 
by amicable arrangement. Did the hon, 
Gentleman desire that the local authority 
should have the right of entry at all 
hours? All local authorities and all 
trustees were not reasonable, and it was 
necessary that the operations to which 
‘the hon. Member had referred should 
‘be conducted with some limits. If 
| friction arose it was manifest that these 
| operations outside school hours must be 
conducted under some kind of regulations, 
and no regulations appeared to have been 
provided for. The Minister for Educa- 
| tion agreed with the Amendment, but 


| ° 
thought it was unnecessary, and for that 


The Amendment which | reason he objected to putting it in the 


It was clear to him that there was 
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«a point of substance here. He wished to 
know the view of the Government with 
regard to reciprocal rights between the 
trustees and the local authorities. 


*Sir FRANCIS POWELL said that 
allusion had been made to the clause 
dealing with this subject in the Act 
of 1870. Asa member of the National 
Society he had had a great deal to 
do with partial transfers of schools 
where the education authority were in 
occupation during school hours and the 
owners during the rest of the time. His 
experience was that they had to exercise 
very great care in drafting those transfer 
deeds, and that great vigilance was neces- 
sary in watching their operation. He 
urged the Government to pay good heed to 
this matter and to see that these arrange- 
ments were so made as not to act 
prejudicially to the interests of trustees 
or owners. 


Mr. BIRRELL said that, as the hon. 
Member for East Mayo had pointed out, 
it would be impossible to whitewash a 
school during the hours, say, of religious 
instruction, or to clean it while the 
children were undergoing tuition. — It 
would, therefore, be obviously unfair to 
msert the words “during school hours.” 
They could only lead to a deadlock. He 
adhered to what he had said, that if he 
could introduce words which would make 
the meaning perfectly plain he would do 
so on Report. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Would the 
right hon. Gentleman give us his view as 
to the mutual arrangement of hours 4 


Mr. BIRRELL said the right hon. 
Gentleman must understand that, asa 
matter of business, schools could not be 
cleaned or prepared for use while school 
work was going on. ‘Therefore, an 


arrangement would have to be made) 


under the agreement whereby the local 
authority would have access for such 
purposes. He could not imagine the 


right hon. Gentleman was serious in | 


putting this as a matter of real difficulty. 


Sir. WILLIAM ANSON doubted 
whether the provision made in the clause 
clearly confined the use of the schoolhouse 
to school hours. 
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Mr. BIRRELL: We have no desire 
to obtain possession of these school 
premises otherwise than for the purpose 
of elementary schools at such times and 
seasons and those occasional additional 
periods as are absolutely necessary for us 
to carry on the work of education. 
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*Mr. BURDETT-COUTTS asked what 
authority there was for the explanation 
that the words “ public elementary school” 
really did confine the use or control of 
the schoolhouse to the school hours. 
Where was that definition of “ public 
elementary school” to be found? Was 
it in the Bill ? 


Mr. CHEETHAM (Stalybridge) said 
that in many districts these schoolhouses 
were the only buildings in which evening 
continuation classes which gave secondary 
education could be held, and therefore it 
was very important that they should be 
safeguarded under the Bill. He was 
apprehensive of the effect of the Minis- 
terial statement on the evening continua- 
tion classes. 


*Mr. LOUGH snggested that the 
Amendment might now be dropped and 
the pledge of the Minister in charge of 
the Bill accepted. ‘The point put by the 
hon. Member for Westminster really 
arose upon the schedule to the Bill. 
The question dealt with by the hon. 
Member for Stalybridge could not be 
dealt with in this clause, and it was 
provided for in Part III of the Bill. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said the hon. 
Member for Stalybridge need be under 
no apprehension that anything in the Bill 
would take away the privileges given 
by the Act of 1902, as affecting continua- 
tion schools. The Minister for Education 
had not completely cleared up the more 
substantial point put to him, but he did 
not wish to press the matter further. 


(Question put, and negatived. 


*Mr. LOUGH, for Mr. BrrRELL, moved 
the following new sub-section :—“ (5) 
Nothing in this section shall prevent 
the granting or requiring of facilities for 
special religious instruction in accordance 
with this Act, or prevent a local education 
authority, as a condition of an arrange- 
ment made under this section with respect 
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to the use of the schoolhouse of an 
existing voluntary school, from giving 
an undertaking to give religious instrue- 
tion, which does not conflict with Section 
14 of the Elementary Education Act, 
1870, in the school.” The object of this 
sub-section was, he said, to fulfil the pledge 


given at an earlier stage to the hon. | 


Member for the Abercromby Division of 
Liverpool, and the right hon. Member for 
Oxford University. 


Amendment proposed— 


«In pave 2, line 23, at end, to add the words, 
*(5) Nothing in this section shall prevent the 
granting or requiring of facilities for special 
religious instruction in accordance with this 
Act, or prevent a local education authority, as 
a condition of an arrangement made under 
this section with respect to the use of the 
schoolhouse of an existing voluntary school, 


from giving an undertaking to give religious | 
instruction which dces not conflict with | 
Section 14, of the Elementary Education Act, | 


1870, in the school.’ ”—(Mr. Lough.) 


Question proposed “ That those words | 


be there added.” 


Sir WILLIAM ANSON acknowledged | 


that the new sub-section in substance 
carried out the intention of the Amend- 
ment which formerly stood in the name 
of his right hon. friend the Member for 
Dublin University ; but in order to make 
it clearer, he moved to amend it so that it 
should refer not to “special religious 
instruction under this Act,” but to 
“ religious instruction under Sections 3 
and 4 of this Act.” He begged to move 
the omission of the word “ special.” 


Amendment to the proposed Amend- 
ment proposed— 


“Tn line 2, to leave out the word ‘ special.’ ” 
—(Sir William Anson.) 


Question proposed “That the word 
‘special’ stand part of the proposed 
Amendment.” 
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| better to accept the concession in the 
| words proposed. He thought the words 

were better as they stood, because Sections 
/3 and 4 might deal with something else 
|entirely. He suggested to the hon. 
| Member that the best thing he could do 
| was to leave the words as they stood, 
/and accept from the Government the 
| valuable concession made in the words 
| proposed. 





Lorp R. CECIL said he could not see 
why the words of the Amendment should 
be hostile to the intention of the clause. 
The objection of the hon. Member for 
| North Camberwell was not serious, because 
| the numbers of clauses might be corrected 
'on report. The same class of argument 
‘might be used with much more effect 
/against such an expression as “ special” 
| which was not yet defined. He had great 
| doubt whether it was the proper word 
ito use. He had felt all along that the 
| 
| 





| 
| 
| 


| expression “ special religious instruction ” 
was really one of a very unfortunate 
character, to say the least of it. More- 
‘over it was not the language used in a 
later part of the Bill, and that, from the 
‘legal point of view, was a matter of some 
|importance. The expression in a later 
| part of the Bill was “religious instruc- 
tion of a special character.” “Special 
| religious instruction” was a very vague 
| phrase, and there was no definition of tt 
In any part of the Bill. The words of the 
| Amendment were very much superior 
to those proposed by the Government. 


Sir WILLIAM ANSON asked leave 
to withdraw the Amendment. 


Amendment to proposed Amendment, 
by leave, withdrawn. 


| Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Motion made, and Question proposed, 


“That Clause 2, as amended, stand part 
| of the Bill.” 


Dr. MACNAMARA said this sub- | 


section was a valuable concession and had 
been so received ; but he pointed out that 


the word “special,” which would be | 


omitted by the Amendment, was the 
technical word which described the re- 


ligious instruction for which facilities | 


were given under Clauses 3 and 4; and 
that the numbering of the clauses might 
be altered hereafter and make the 
Amendment nonsense. It would be 


Mr. Lough. 


*Sir HENRY CRAIK (Glasgow and 
Aberdeen Universities) said he would not 
have obtruded himself on the attention of 
the Committee had it not been for some 
remarks which were made by the Solicitor- 
General in his speech. The hon. and 
learned Gentleman had described the 
voluntary schools as being in the position 
of mendicants, losing any rights they 
might have had for respect for their trusts. 
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Was that the case with regard to these 


voluntary schools! At the behest of the 


State and in accordance with the require- | 


ments and conditions of former codes 
they had carried on the education 
of the country, and for many years 
religious education was an indispensable 
condition of receiving State grants. The 
Solicitor-General said they had 
carried out their part of the stipulation. 
What was the stipulation which they 
had failed to carry out ? There was, the 
Solicitor-General said, an understood 
condition that 50 per cent. of the expenses 
should be met from voluntary contribu- 
tions. Did the hon. Member for North 


of the bargain between the voluntary 
schools and the State? The under- 
standing which existed was not that 
50 per cent. should be met by voluntary 
contributions, but that 50 per cent. should 
be met from “local sources,” which in- 


cluded the fees paid by the parents and | 
Of this portion | 


other sources of income. 
of the local resources which was furnished 
by school fees, voluntary schools were 
deprived by the action of the State, while 
they were brought into competition with 


schools having far larger resources, and | 
obligation to those with whom it had 
| entered 
| was because he believed that this clause 


in many respects the standard of educa- 
tional requirements was raised. 


THE DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN called 
the hon. Gentleman to order as travelling 
beyond the Motion before the Committee. 


*Sirn HENRY CRAIK said he wished 
to follow the ruling of the Deputy- 
Chairman, and he would have made 
his remarks very much_ shorter 
for the criticism of the Solicitor-General, 


who he thought was unfair in regard | 
| and 


to voluntary schools. He felt bound 
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| views. 
| gratitude for the complete alteration of 
| their deeds which the right hon. Gentle- 


/ made, 
Camberwell assent to that description | 


| sideration, the wishes of the trustees ? 


but | 
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| to take an interest in the schools which 


they had founded ; and he did not know 
that there was any change in their 
If pious founders felt that sincere 


man «aseribed to them, nothing would 


| have been easier than for them to make 
not | 


the terms of their wills so elastic as to 
permit of easy change. But they all 
knew that this was very rarely done. The 
right hon. the President of the Board of 
Education had made a distinction between 
public and private trust. It was quite 
true that such a distinction might be 
but was there not a_ public 
morality as well as a private morality in 
dealing with trusts? Was it likely to 
have a good impression on the nation if 
Parliament was found to be treating 
carelessly, lightly, and without due con- 
) 


Under the compact entered into in 1870, 


new schools, even down to the most 
recent years, had been established. 
They were now going to sweep 
away those schools, and the trusts 
connected with them, and flaunt this 
before the nation as the idea which 
Parliament entertained of its moral 


into a solemn compact. It 
embodied an unjust and unnecessary 
interference with existing rights, and 
with a system of education which was in 
accordance with the wishes of the parents, 


| and also because the word and the honour 
| of 


Parliament was pledged to the 
managers of those schools, and to those 
who had carried on at a great sacrifice the 
education of the children of the country, 
that he looked upon the provisions of 
this clause as pernicious to education 
injurious to the rights both of 


to vindicate the rights of the volun- | private individuals, and of corporate 


tary schools, and to point out the 
heavy debt which the nation owed 
to the managers of these voluntary 
schools. It was incumbent on the 


State to deal with them and with their | 
obligations under their trusts and to their | 


consciences in a considerate, just, and 
generous manner. ‘The right hon. 
Gentleman the President of the Board 
of Education had told them that no one 
would be more pleased at the action of the 
Charity Commissioners than the pious 
donors of the past. But many of these 


pious donors still survived and continued | 





| communities. 


Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD 
(Leicester) said that they on his side of the 
House had been listening with a great deal 
of amazement to the extraordinary lugu- 
brious statement of the hon. Gentlemen 
above the gangway. He was bound to 
say that he could follow neither their 
reasoning nor their morals. It was 
difficult to find in the clause 
any justification for their allegations 
of confiscation, robbery, and similar ex- 
pressions. Asa matter of fact, the clause 
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‘was over-generous to the trustees of 
voluntary schools, because it provided 
that public money was to be spent ‘for 
the improvement of private property. 
It was an undoubted fact that some of 
the voluntary schools were bad, some 
were indifferent, some were good, but 
some were altogether below the standard 
of educational efficiency, as had been 
pointed out in the report of the London 
County Council. What was going to 
happen now? The public were to put 
these schools into good order, and to 
take them over, and all that they got in 
return was the use of them during the 
hours required for elementary education. 
The point he wished to emphasise was 
that the Government had heen over- 
generous in the bargain which they 
proposed to make in regard to the 
voluntary schools. He felt quite certain it 
would be a source of great gratification 
to educationists, both in the House and 
out of it, if the Government could give 
some assurance that on the report stage 
the clause would be supplemented by | 
some sort of provision which would enable 
secondary education authorities to come | 
compulsorily to an arrangement with the | 
owners of these schools that had been | 
kept in an efficient educational state at 
the public expense. 
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ing, should be given in any school. On 
the other hand, it was a matter of 
national concern and a thing to be laid 
down by Parliament that all religious 
teaching should be prohibited within 
school hours, and that denominational 
teaching should be given by others than 
the members of the school staff. The hon. 
Member was proceeding to discuss the 
optional and compulsory provisions of 
other clauses of the Bill and the 
peculiarity of the local option given, 
when, 


THE DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN said the 
hon. Member must confine himself to the 
discussion of Clause 2 and not discuss 
other clauses of the Bill. 


*Mr. BUTCHER said that Clause 2 
gave this keynote :—it made optional 
things which ought to be compulsory, 
and made compulsory things which ought 
to be optional. The Minister for Educa- 
tion had said he desired that there should 


_be free bargaining, and no sort of 


compulsion on the owners of voluntary 
schools. But it was, surely, virtual 
compulsion of the cruellest kind under 
the guise of freedom to say, “ Unless you 


accept these conditions you cease to 


exist ; unless you accept conditions which 


*Mr. BUTCHER remarked that the | 
local authority was left almost entire 
discretion on the great issues which | 
came up under this Bill, and that | 
it was given powers great almost 
beyond precedent and powers which | 
were really also a menace to the 
religious liberty of large sections of the 
community. Clause 1 was mandatory, 
but Clause 2 laid down the principle of 
local option which was almost the 
basis of the remainder of the Bill. 
Yet the principle of compulsion was by | 
no means absent from it. That principle 
ws admitted in a very capricious and 
harsh way, and in a way which seriously 
imperilled the whole teaching of religion 
in the country. The compulsions and 
the options, the ‘‘ mays ” and the “ musts ” 
taken together in their relation one to 
another, and their various reappearances 
through the Bill, threw a strange light 
on the minds of the authors of the 
Bill. According to the Bill it was plain 
that, in their eyes, it was a matter of | 
purely local concern whether any religious | 
teaching, even undenominational teach- ! 


Mr. J. Ramsay Macdonald. 


you came into existence to avoid, you 
are extinguished as State schools.” The 
right hon. Gentleman had said that what 
he meant was “ business freedom.” What 
they meant was religious freedom. It 
was there they misunderstood one 
another ; they were talking about things 
which had no common term. They were 
not contending, mainly at least, for rent 
and cleaning, lighting and upkeep of 
fabrics. They were not so much con- 
cerned with the maintenance of the 
material structure. What they did want 
to maintain was the spiritual fabric, by 
which he meant the teaching given in the 
building, the teachers who gave it, the 
children who received it. In the last 
resort it was the welfare of the children 
for which they were driven to negotiate, 
and he protested against fighting this out 
over municipal elections. The bargain 
was not about coal and gas, but about 
the things by which men live—things 
which ought to be above all bargaining 
and bartering, those spiritual truths which 
it should be the right of parents to have 
transmitted to their children. 
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*LorD MORPETH (Birmingham, S$.) 
said he had voted for the first clause of 
the Bill because he believed that so far 
as secular education was concerned it left 
the settlement of 1902 where it was. 


Under the settlement of 1902 there was | 


complete control over provided schools. 


So far as the authority of the Council | 
'they were not companies. 


went with regard to secular education, 
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statting, building, attendance and teachers, | 
‘the company it would be a satisfactory 


the local authority had absolute control. 
They had absolute power over the 
managers, and the foundation managers 


existed simply and solely for the purpose | 
| question from that point of view, but that 


of safeguarding the religious teaching in 
the school. 
under the Bill, so far as secular education 
was concerned, the settlement of the 
Act of 1902 was left almost as it was. 
So far as the secular side of education 
was concerned it might be said that 
rather more generous terms had been given 
by the present Bill than by the Act of 
1902. He was putting aside for the 
moment the consideration of religious 
education. 
tween the arrangements proposed by this 
Bill and the Bill of 1902? Under the Act 
of 1902 the local authority was able to 
call upon the voluntary owners to enlarge 
their schools, or to carry out necessary 
repairs, and to make such alterations as 
they, the local authority, desired. More- 
over, they had the use of the school 
for all school purposes gratuitously ; 
they were under no_ obligation to 
pay rent; they had the free and 
absolute use of the schools for all 
purposes of daily school teaching without 
payment of any rent or charge for upkeep 
or repairs, which was put upon the local 
managers. Under this Bill the local 
education authorities would have to pay 
rent for the schools, although it was true 
that more than the rent would be found, 
in all probability, by means of grants 
from the central government. In addi- 
tion to that they would have to pay for 
such alterations as they demanded as 
being necessary and for the repairs. 
Therefore, looking at them from the 
financial point of view the terms offered 
by the right hon. Gentleman were not 
ungenerous, he might even say they were 
handsome. The local authority was in 
the future to pay rent for the school 
during the school hours, and the buildings 
for parochial and other purposes were to be 
in the hands of the trustees and managers. 
From the financial point of view the 


Therefore he maintained that | 


What was the difference be- | 
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terms were perhaps too generous. They 


were so generous that he could not help 
thinking that the right hon. Gentleman 
hoped by this generosity in money to ease 


| the difficulty and to conceal the injustice 


he was doing in ‘other directions. The 
trustees, the men who built these schools, 
built them not in order to make rent ; 
If they had 
been companies and this a winding up of 


end for the shareholders. But the Party 
opposite knew very well that these men 
were not only unable to look at this 


that, indeed, was the last consideration 
that affected their minds, and it was for 
that reason they opposed this clause. 
It was because when they came to Clauses 
3 and 4 they found that the reasons for 
which these schools were built and 
maintained for more than a generation 
were violated, they were compelled 
to oppose this Bill, although they recog- 
nised that so far as the secular instruc- 
tion was concerned, the conditions were 
generous. One consideration must not 
be lost sight of, and that was that 
these schools were built and maintained 
to safeguard religious education. It was 
often asserted not with justice or complete 
truth that these schools were built to 
keep out the school board rates. That 
might have been a contributory reason 
in some cases, but it did not cover the 
whole field. The men who parted with 
these schools might have parted with 
them not with a light heart, but with 
some satisfaction if they felt that by 
that sacrifice they could secure teaching 
in accordance with the desires of the 
founders, not only in these schools, but in 
every school in the country. The whole 
basis of the Bill for the granting of 
religious education only in the transferred 
schools was wholly illogicial. Why should 
the parent who desired definite religious 
teaching for his child be debarred from 
that definite religious teaching because 
he lived in a parish where there was only 
a local education authority's school, while 
a parent who lived in the next parish 
where there was a transferred school could 
demand definite religious teaching. Many 
Members on the Opposition side of the 
House would have willingly acquiesced 
in the transfer of these schools, and would 
have even readily supported the Bill if in 
making that sacrifice and transferring 
those schools they could have obtained 
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these rights for the parents not only in 
the voluntary school districts, but through- 
out the whole of the schools of the 
country. But that settlement had been 
denied them by the Government. For 
his own part, desiring as he did that 
there should be a settlement of this 
question, that some final solution of it 
should be arrived at, that the constant 
quarrelling, more bitter in this Honse than 
in the country, but which raged throngh- 
out the parishes of the country, which 
was used for political purposes, should 
cease and that the whole controversy 
should be put an end to, he ventured 
to say that the only way in which 
it could be ended was hy so leg 
lating that no injustice should remain 
on the shoulders of any religious body or 
on any Party. His great regret was 
that the authors of this Bill, which 
did in a way provide a natural solution, 
had not had the courage to go still further 
and produce a final settlement. He was 
sure that there were many who desired 
to see the cause of education advanced, 
Men working in the country on local 


Boards of | 


is- 


Education would have heen 
ready to support the right hon. Gentle- 
man if he had elected to take that course. 
The right hon. Gentleman no doubt 
despised the support of any one outside 
his big battalions, but he was mistaken 
in so doing, because it was only by 
means of that kind, it was only by satis- 
fying all religious bodies, by satisfying 
not only one Church, but all the Churches, 
that he could hope to carry a Bill which 
would result in a permanent settlement. 
It was because Clause 2 did not carry 
out a broad and permanent policy, as it 
might have done if the right hon. Gentle- 
man had only faced this question with a 
little more courage, that he was compelled 
to vote against it although he voted for 


Clause 1. 


Mr. WYNDHAM (Dover) said every 
Member of the Committee would admit 
that the speech to which they had just 
listened was closely reasoned and able, 
but gave ground for the sad reflection 
that such a speech could be delivered 
and produce no effective result on 
those who sat opposite. The present 
misconception which unterlay the debate 
was based on the fact that 


Members opposite seemed to think that 
vuluntary schools existed on air; that 
they could live without means, and that 


Lord Morpeth, 
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they were now paying for a special in- 
dulgence which this House ought not to 
recognise at all. Two remarkable 
speeches had been delivered this evening 
—that by the hon. Member for Leicester, 
and that by the hon. Member for the 
Cambridge University. The first speaker, 
whose sincerity was apparent, held that 
in this Bill the Government, in Clause 1, 
exhibited undue generosity to all the 
voluntary schools. ‘The hon. Member for 
Leicester was followed by the hon. Mem- 
ber for the Cambridge University, who 
pleaded that money did not enter into his 
mind in his consideration of the ques- 
tion. The hon. Member struck a 
spiritual note which found an echo in 
many of the hearts of those who listened 
to him. Hon. Members who listened to 
those two speeches must have felt that a 


chasm divided them. They had to bridge 
that chasm. The hon. Member for 
Leicester had argued that the Govern- 


because 


on the 
improvement of private property. That 
was What nine out of ten of those who 
Oppost d the Opposition in this matter be- 
They had got it into their heads 
that the public Was giving its money for 
the purpose of benefiting private property. 
He would crave th indulvence of the 
Committee whilst he xd a little 
more closely into that phrase “ private 
property.” In what were the 
voluntary schools private — property ! 
What emolument was drawn from them ? 
That was very important. When it was 
said that they were spending money on 
private property the suggestion was cer- 
tainly conveyed that private individuals 
were profiting at the expense of taxpayers. 
Then it did not mean private property 
in that sense. How could it? These 
denominational schools placed themselves 
under public control rent free. The Act 
of 1902 handed them over to the county 
or town councils free of rent ; all that was 
reserved was the control of the religious 
education and the appointment of one 
teacher, subject to the veto on educational 
grounds of the local authority. Thus 
private property was acquired for a public 
purpose for nothing. He would not charge 
the hon. Member for North Camber- 
well and those who agreed with him with 
deliberately wishing that the children in 
denominational schools should have a 
worse education and less sanitary sur- 
roundings than the children in board 
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schools. Would it be fair to charge them 
with wishing to squeeze out the denomina- 
tional schools? ‘They wanted to come to 
a understanding as to the point of view 
from which they should look at this 
matter. These schools were not private 
property in the sense that any individual 
derived profit from them, or in the sense 
that they did not subserve a public object. 
They subserved that object at a less cost 
than by any other means. ‘Then it was 
said that public money was used for the im- 
provement of these schools. Why were 
they improved ! In order that the public 
yhject night be carried out at less cost 
than would otherwise be the If, 
as had been done in the first clause, they 
wiped these schools clean off, they were 
told it must not be called “ confiscation.” 
He would call it “ commandeering.” 
When they commandeered a man’s horse 
for the public object of waging war they 
fed war was 


case. 


the horse, and when the 
over they gave the owner some small fee 
they did not contend that they 
lan immense favour upon 


for its use ; 
had conferred 
the owner by taking his horse to use it 
for a purpose which he never contem- 

That really again illustrated the 
bridging the 
between who held the views 
eloquently expressed by the hon, Member 
for Cambridge University and the hon, 
Member for Leicester, representing those 
who wished for instruction 
ind those who desired merely secular. 
Clause 2 was to bridge the chasm 
lividing those who in their heart of 
hearts were in favour of secular education 
aud those who in their hearts, souls, and 
consciences, believed that the children 
should have the kind of religious instrue- 
tion which their parents desired, but a 
more futile bridge could not be 
designed for the purpose. The Goy- 
ernment built their bridge by interfering 
with trusts and abolishing Church of 
England denominational teaching. Was 
the object adequate ? He would look at 
the matter from the point of view of 
those who said that perhaps special 
urangements ought to be made for the 
Roman Catholics, but that if the Church 
of England were not satisfied with 
Cowper-Temple instruction they ought to 
That was a view very widely held 
on the other side of the House. From 
that point of view was there any ade- 
juate reason for interfering in this 
lrastic fashion with trusts } They would 


pl ited. 
impossibility of chasm 


those so 


religious 


be. 
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get rid of the catechism for one half-hour 
a week in Chureh of England schools. 
Was it really worth while undertaking 
this drastic and wholesale interference 
with trusts, and to spend £1,000,000, 
and perhaps £3,000,000 a year in order 
to put an affront upon the Church and 
the religious convictions of millions of 
people to get rid of this half-hour? They 
had tried to carry the clause first by 
concession. Well, the concessions in 
substance were always carried over to a 
future date, and he did not attach much 
importance to concessions until he had 
heard them read from the Table. But 
the concessions amounted to very little 
indeed. Let them take the concession 
made to-night. What was asked for was 
that schools which had been dedicated to 
religious purposes should be free to have 
religious Instruction given on any day in 
the week. What they had got was the 
liberty to between the two 
Parties. The hon. Member for Leicester 
had attacked not only their reasons 
but their morals. It might seem wrong 
that any Member of this House should 
speak when their proceedings must come 
to an end at half past ten o clock ; but 
they represented people in the country, 
and it was their duty to protest against 
that which they thought unjust and 
inexpedient, and would only lead to 
This clause 
which to 
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years of barren controversy. 
was the proper occasion on 
protest against the whole framework 
and structure of the Bill. The Govern- 
ment seemed to regard denominational 
education as a foible to be at best 
tolerated, but to be made expensive— 
a thing which the rich man might pay 
for, but which was denied to the poor. 
Whatever might be the money balance 
shown in this or any other Bill, 
the parent who desired denominational 
instruction had as much right to have 
what he desired as had the parent who 
desired undenominational instruction. 
Their opponents ignored the essential fact 
that Roman Catholics, Anglicans, and 
Jews all paid rates and taxes towards 
the education of which they did not 
approve. Until it was allowed that 
these different classes ought to stand 
upon an equality and that they all 
paid alike, they would never agree. 


Dr. MACNAMARA said he had to 
offer a few words in reply to the challenge 
of the right hon. Gentleman who had 
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just sat down. The right hon. Gentle- 
man claimed that the Act of 1902 had 
handed over every denominational 
schools to full public control. 


Mr. WYNDHAM: Subject to the two 
reservations which I mentioned. 


Dr. MACNAMARA said the Act of 
1902 undoubtedly put the denominational 
schools upon the rates and taxes. He 
made no complaint of that. But it vio- 
lated the common agreement of 1870. 
Up to that time the denominational 
schools had been maintained by grants 
and voluntary contributions, and in that 
year it was laid down that by way of 
supplementing that system there should 
be a new class of school receiving rates 
and taxes. Everybodyagreed. The late 
Mr. W. H. Smith was one of those who 
agreed that the moment they touched 
the public rates the school must be 
under full public control and if they 


gave any religious instruction at all it | 
must not have any formulary distinctive | 


of any particular religious denomination- 
That was why they were now bringing 
in a Bill to amend the Act of 1902. 


The right hon. Gentleman said the Act | 


of 1902 put these schools under full 
public control free of rent. It gave six 
managers to each, the public having the 
appointment of two. Those managers 
appointed the teacher, and the authority 
that appointed the teacher controlled the 
school. Then the Act of 1902 gave the 
local authority the right to use the schools 
free of rental on five days a week and three 
nights a week, but the denominational 
managers had the right to use them two 
days and four nights a week for any pur- 
pose, and the public had to make good the 
wear and tear. This was full popular 
control and the free use of the schools ! 
As for the sanctity of trust deeds, all the 
speeches on that subject were curiously 
belated. They ought to have been made 
four years ago. The model trust deed of 
the Church of England schools laid it 
down that the principal officiating 
minister of the parish for the time being 
should have the supervision of the religious 
and moral teaching, but the Leader of 
the Opposition gave this over to a Com- 
mittee of six. Could there be a greater 
violation of the trust deeds ! The model 
trust deed placed the appointment and the 
dismissal of teachers in the hands of a 


Dr. Maenamara. 
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committee, including a minister and his 
licensed curate. The Act of 1902 took 
it out of their hands. The model trust 
deed said there might be associated with 
the management of the school other 
persons who must subscribe 20s. a year, 
and be communicants of the Church of 
Fngland. He wondered how many of 
the present managers subscribed 20s. a 
year. He would be very much surprised 
if they could find one. If they did not 
subscribe 20s., at any rate they must he 
communicants of the Church of England : 
the whole thing was perfectly grotesque. 
It was too late in the day to talk about 
the sanctity of trust deeds. The present 
Leader of the Opposition abrogated the 
trust deeds entirely by the Kenyon-Slaney 
Clause, and he hoped they would hear no 
more in this discussion about the sanctity 
of trust deeds. 





Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said that the 
| hon. Member's speech made him feel four 
/years younger —a happy and unusual 
effect of oratory. He really imagined, as 
he listened to the impassioned eloquence 
of the hon. Gentleman, that the House 
was still in the middle of the long-drawn 
debates of 1902, when unfortunately the 
Government of the day were innocent of 
the developments to which the closure 
‘had since been earried. He asserted 
‘that under the Act of 1902 popular con- 
‘trol was conceded, except in those 
particulars that were necessary to pre 
serve the denominational _ religious 
character of schools established by 
voluntary action. It was true that the 
majority of the managers in the case of a 
voluntary school had to belong to the de- 
nomination of the school, but these 
managers had no control over the 
curriculum of the school, except with 
regard to religious education. Every- 
thing connected with secular education 
was handed over by the Act of 1902 
to the local education authority. The 
only conceivable exception was that the 
initiative in the appointment of teachers 
‘lay in the managers. But the local 
/authority had an absolute veto on any 
teacher who was not competent in their 
| opinion to deal with secular education. 
|How then could it be contended that 
popular control was not recognised by 
| the Act of 19024 The Chancellor of the 
| Exchequer in a speech at Northamp- 
j}ton the other day had declared thet 
' the Act of 1902 destroyed popular con- 


| 
| 
| 
| 

















129 Education (England 
trol. That was a profowel error. In| 


every particular in which the Act of 
1902 modified the Act of 1870 the 
modification was in the direction of 
popular control. [An Hon. Member: 
What about the abolition of the school 
boards ?] He had yet to learn that the 
handing over of education to the county 
councils in any sense militated against 
the true doctrine of popular control. It 
Was a ZYross mis-statement to assert that 
the Act of 1902 diminished popular con- 
trol. It increased it enormously. What 


was the second point of the hon, Gentle- | 


man? It was that the Opposition were 


debarred from even mentioning the words | 


trust deed, because the trust deeds were 
modified under the Act of 1902. 
denied it. But because of that 
they not to be allowed to deal with the 
subject now ? 
of the modified circumstances with which 
they had to deal trust deeds made in 


different circumstances had to be changed. | 
Some of the supporters of the Govern- | 
ment of that day viewed these provisions | 
with regard to trust deeds with great | 


distress and some dismay. He held now 
the view he then entertained that the 
best way in which to maintain the spirit 
of trust deeds was to adapt them 
to the changed circumstances of the 
time, with a view to the maintenance 


of the voluntary school. But there 
was a great difference between 


making modifications in order to carry 
out the original purposes of the trust 


compared with a change which was made | 


in order to squeeze into the rigid formula 
of this Bill institutions which it was the 
main object of the Bill to destroy. 
They destroyed not only the external 
form of the trust, but its spirit as well. 
The Party to which he belonged had 
heen charged all over the country with 
being too favourable to the voluntary 
schools. It was s:id also that they had 
done an injury to those who established 
the voluntary schools, because they 
modified the trust deeds so as to put 
them under the policy by which the 
voluntary schools we:e preserved. But 


anybody who could look behind the mere | 
letter to the spirit would see that the man- | 


ner in which the late Government dealt 
with trustees was profoundly different from 
that which had guided the policy of the 
present Government. So much 
subject which was in some respects 
belated. He certainly never contem- 
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plated when he came down to listen to 
this part of the debate that he should 
have to deal with these ancient con- 
troversies. Now he desired to say a few 
words by way of assisting rather than 
embarrassing the Government. There 
were two gaps in the Biil as compared 
with the plan announced by the Govern- 
ment. The first was that all the right 
hon. Gentleman’s pledges to give facilities 
compulsorily must break down if the local 
authority was allowed to decide as to 
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| whether they should take over a school 


or not. The right hon. Gentleman 
admitted that gap, and he was going to 
try to remedy it. The second was that 
if they compelled a local authority te 
take over a school there was nothing in 
the Bill at present to compel it to take 
that school over on conditions that would 
ensure denominational facilities in the 
schools as promised. The right hon. 
Gentleman had promised an Amendment 
which would compel a local authority 
when it had taken over a school to give 
in that school, as promised, denomina- 
tional facilities. Of course, he was not 
in a pos tion to argue on an Amendment 
which was not before them, but he was 
hound to say something about the clause 
in which that Amendment was ultimately 
to appear. Ile thought it was due to 
the right hon. Gentleman to tell him 
quite fairly at this stage of the proceed- 
ings that in his judgment the right hon, 
Gentleman would be breaking a Parlia- 
mentary engagement if he brought for- 
ward the proposed Amendment to 
Clause 2 in the form he had adumbrated. 
Than the right hon. Gentleman there 
was not amore honourable Member in 
the House, but he had through inad- 
vertence or forgetfulness allowed himself 
to slip into a Parliamentary position from 
which he would find it very difficult to 
extricate himself, his Government, or his 
Party with full credit if he intended to 
insist on bringing forward his Amendment 
to the clause named in the shape in 
which he had promised. In the speech 
of the right hon, Gentleman in introducing 
the Bill, as well as in those of other 
leading members of the Government, 
there would be found stated beyond 
possibility of doubt two propositions. 
the first was that facilities were to be 
compulsory ; the second that there was 
to be no interference with private owners 
of voluntary schools. He wished to 
know how the Government could possibly 
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now come down and make it a condition 
of granting the first of their promises that 
they should break the second. Yet the 
Minister for Education, with those 
pledges fresh in mind, had on more than 
one oceasion argued that he was perfectly 
willing to carry out the first of these 
pledges provided gentlemen on_ the 
Opposition side would absolve him from 
carrying out the second. He thought it 
only fair, before the Amendment was 
placed on the Paper and before the 
Government were finally pledged to any 
course, to give them fair warning. 
He asserted that the announced policy 
of the Government was a clear breach 
of Parliamentary pledges—of the expecta- 
tions held out by responsible Ministers. 
He begged the right hon. Gentleman to 
look back on his speeches and those of 
his colleagues, and see whether he had 
in any way perverted or exaggerated the 
statements that had been made. If the 
right hon. Gentleman found that he had 
not exaggerated those statements, he 
hoped that for the sake of his own credit 
and that of his Party he would not ask the 
House to accept from him the fulfilment of 
one thing he had promised at the price of 
something else which he had also 
promised. If he did not listen to these 
words of warning—he did not wish to 
use language too solemn for the occasion 


if he refused to accept the suggestion | 


he made in all sincerity, he would | 
do himself the utmost injury. The | 
right hon, Gentleman was a man in 


whom they were all disposed to place 
the utmost reliance, they knew how high 
was his sense of honour, how clear his 


head, how careful were his statements. | 


If he deserved those eulogies, as he did, 


could he really come down to the House | 


and throw over all that he and _ his 
colleagues had said and, presenting a 
pistol at the head of the Committee, 
demand their acceptance of an arrange- 
ment which was wholly inconsistent with 
everything that had been said before ? 


He would not press the matter further | 


now, but he rejoiced that the opportuni- 
ties of the debate had enabled him 
seriously to call the attention of the 
right hon, Gentleman to a matter which 
deserved his most careful attention. 


Mr. BIRRELL said he did not rise 
to prolong the discussion which in some 
respects he regretted. Being himself 


not a closure man at all, he was very 
Mr. A, J, Balfour, 
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anxious that they should have full time 
for the consideration of the important 
clauses that lay immediately ahead of 
them ; and he could not help thinking 
that if right hon, and hon, Gentlemen 
| Opposite had seen their way to finish 
this clause at nine o'clock, they might 
have spent two more hours on Clause 3, 
and thereby obviated some of the hard- 
ship of which the Opposition so loudly 
complained the other night ; he did not 
know that they would have lost any- 
thing. [Opposition cries of “ Oh, oh.” | 
He was sure the Leader of the Opposition 
was the last man to quarrel with the 
suggestion that even the time occupied by 
one of his speeches might not possibly have 
been better spent. He could assure the 





‘right hon. Gentleman that he was 
‘obliged to him for his solemn and 


reiterated warning, and he appreciated 
the spirit in which it was given. The 
right hon. Gentleman evidently thought 
that he had, perhaps inadvertently 
and from inexperience, placed himself 


in a somewhat awkward _ position, 
that his honour was somewhat in- 
volved, and that unless he walked 


very warily he should find himself in 
an awkward Parliamentary predicament. 
He could assure the right hon. Gentle- 
man that he meant to be faithful to all 
his pledges and promises as they had 
been made, and that if he found himself 
in a position which prevented him from 
carrying them out he should immediately 
place himself in a position of perfect 
freedom and less responsibility. He 
‘thanked the right hon. Gentleman for 
his warning. He made no claim to 
much Parliamentary experience, he found 
himself in a position of great pressure 
and very considerable difticulty, and he 
was obliged to anybody who gave him 
assistance, and he was bound to say 
their name was legion. It was an honour 
which he welcomed to find the late Prime 
Minister amongst their number, He 
had already recognised that there was 
a gap in Clause 2. No Bill that a 
| Government proposed or suggested ever 
'took shape in which that gap did not 
| exist. They proceeded on the assump- 
| tion that the local authority should have 
control in this matter, that it should 
| lie with them to broach the question as 
|to what schools they should take over. 
They assumed, and he thought their 
clauses were so framed as to make that 
assumption natural, that in the great 
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number of cases the owners and trustees 
of voluntary schools would make the 
arrangement contemplated under Clause 
2, If they did, the Government said 
and meant that the facilities contem- 
pated by Clause 3 should be compulsory. | 
The second gap to which the right hon. 
Gentleman had alluded seemed to him to 
be a somewhat small one. No doubt the 
Government did assume that they could 
ately leave it to the owners and trustees 
of voluntary schools to secure that these 
facilities should be made part of every bar- 
gain that was entered into. When the 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster | 
spoke of the facilities being compulsory he 
no doubt felt that he was safe in assuming 
that the owners and trustees would make 
them an absolute part of the bargain, and 
that in every case where the local 
authority had expressed its desire to take 
a school compulsory they would be. He 
himself had studiously avoided using 
the word except in the sense that he | 
recognised in the Bill as introduced—in 
every draft that he had seen—that the 
gap existed. It was quite impossible for 
him to have used language, except by 
sheer clumsiness, tending to conceal from 
the House the fact that it lay with the 
local authority in the first instance to | 
open negotiations and decide whether or 
not it would take over the schools. That | 
gap was in all the drafts and in all their 
minds, He recognised when it was made | 
the subject of argument that it was per- 
haps a fair matter for Parliamentary 
comment that the gap existed. Accord- 
ingly he felt still desirous of bridging 
that gap, if it could be done without 
interfering with the authority and re-| 
sponsibility of the local authority for the | 
eficient and economical management. of 
education within its area. As to Clause 3 
he could only repeat that he genuinely re- 
gretted that so important a clause should 
have been curtailed unnecessarily of two 
hours of Parliamentary time. All the 
Uommittee had got for those two hours 
was the warning addressed to himself, 
ior which in all sincerity he expressed his 
obligation to the right hon. Gentleman. 
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W.) said ‘the hon. Member opposite 
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had been challenged by the Leader 


of the Opposition in regard to certain 
points, and he wanted the Committee to 
take note of the fact that the challenge 
of the Leader of the Opposition had not 
been responded to. For himself he hap- 
pened to have been in the position of a 
school manager before 1902 and after 
1902, and he knew that now the board 
of managers could not order a steel pen 
or a bottle of ink without the consent of 
the county council. The school managers 
could not appoint a teacher or a head 
teacher without the leave of the county 
council. They had tried it and failed. 
All the power the managers had was to 
say that the teacher was able to give the 
religious instruction they needed. They 
could select the teacher. They could 
send his name to the county council with 
their approval, but if the county council 
said that the teacher was not fit to give 
secular teaching, their recommendation 
went for nothing. This being the state 
of things, if it did not give absolute 
control to the county council he did not 
know what did. The last election was 
won upon a good many fallacies, and 
one of the biggest fallacies was that 
the county councils had not control of 
the schools. There was full popular 
control, as he had stated over and over 
again at his meetings, and as he now 
stated to the Committee. When they 
consented to the alteration of their trust 
deeds in 1902, it was for the purposes of 


| obtaining an advantage for their schools. 


{Ironical MINISTERIAL cheers.] He was 
glad that hon. Members agreed with him, 
but he would point out that now they were 
being asked to alter their trust deeds for 


nothing or even less than nothing. The 
Government were taking away the 


purposes for which the trusts were estab- 
lished. 
trolled the education rate as they did 
the money raised for the roads, and no 
one contended that the roads were not 
popularly controlled. 


The ratepayers as mueh con- 


And, it being half-past Ten of the 
clock, the Chairman proceeded, pursuant 
to the Order of the House of June 18th, 
to put forthwith the Question, “ That the 
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clause, as amended, stand part of the | 


Bill.” 
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Cowan, W. H. 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 
Crooks, William 

Crosfield, A. H. 

Cross, Alexander 

Crossley, William J. 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, David(MontgomeryCo. 
Davies, Ellis William (Kifion) 
Davies, M. Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, 8.) 
Delany, William 

Devlin,Chas. Ramsay(Galway) 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, 8.) 
Dewar, John A.(Inverness-sh. ) 
Dickinson, W. H(St. Pancras, N 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dillon, John 

Dobson, Thomas W. 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Donelan, Captain A, 
Duckworth, James 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness 
Dunean, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Dunne, Major KE. M. (Walsall) 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Ellis, Rt. Hon. John Edward 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Essex, R. W, 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Everett, R. Lacey 

Faber, G. H. (Boston) 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 

KF french, Peter 

Field, William 

Findlay, Alexander 

Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon, Sir Walter 


and Wales) Bill. 


The Committee divided :— Ayes, 424 ; 
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Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Fuller, J. M. F. 

Fullerton, Hugh 

Gardner,Col. Alan(Hereford,S.) 
Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A. H. 

Ginnell, L. 

Gladstone, Rt. Hn Herbert Jolin 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Daniel Ford 

Gooch, George Peabody 
Grant, Corrie 

Greenwood, G., ( Peterborough) 
Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Guest, Hon. lvor Churehill 
Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Hall, Frederick 

Halpin, J. 

Hammond, John. 

Harcourt, Rt. Hon. Lewis 
Hardie,J. Keir(MerthyrTydvil 
Hardy, George, A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B.(Wore’r) 
Hart-Davies, T. 

Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harwood, George 

Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis(Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 
Hayden, John Patrick 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hazleton, Richard 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson,J.M.(Aberdeen,W. 
Henry, Charles 8. 

Herbert, Colonel [vor(Mon.,s. 
Herbert,T. Arnold( Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hodge, John 

Hogan, Michael 

Holden, E. Hopkinson 
Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hooper, A. G. 

Hope, W.Bateman(Somerset,N 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Horridge, Thomas Gardner 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hudson, Walter 

Hyde, Clarendon 

IHingworth, Perey H. 

Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 

Jackson R. 8. 

Jacoby, James Alfred 
Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones David Brynmor(Swansea 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William(Carnarvonshire 
Jowett, F. W. 

Joyce, Michael 

Kearley, Hudson E, 
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Kekewich, Sir George 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 
Kincaid-Smith, Captain 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamb, EdmundG. (Leominster 
Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Liw, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid 
Layland-Barratt, Francis 

Lea, Hugh Ceeil(St. Paneras, EK. 
Leese, SirJ ose ph F.( Accrington) 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, A. Levy( Essex, Harwich: | 
Lever, W. H. (Cheshire, Wirral) | 
Levy, Maurice | 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. 
Lough, Thomas 
Lundon, Thomas 
Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 
Lyell, Charles Henry 
Lynch, H. B. 
Maedonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald,J.M. (Falkirk B’ghs. 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
Macpherson, J. T. 

MacVeach, Jeremiah(Down,S. | 
MaeVeigh, Charles(Donegal,K | 
M‘Arthur, William 
M‘Callum, John M, 
M‘Crae, George 
M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 
M‘Kenna, Reginald 
M‘Killop, W. 
M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) | 
M‘Micking, Major G. 

Maddison, Frederick 

Mallet, Charles E. 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Mansfield, H. Rendall( Lincoln) 
Marks, G.Croydon(Launceston 
Marnham, F. J. 

Mason, A. E. W. ‘Coventry) 
Massie, J. 

Masterton, C. F. G. 

Meagher, Michael 

Meehan, Patrick A. 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Molteno, Percy Alport 

Mond, A. 

Montagu, E. 8. 

Montgomery, H. H. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Morley, Rt. Hon. John 

Morrell, Philip 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. B. 

Newnes, I’. (Notts, Bassetlaw) 
Newnes, Sir George (Swansea) 
Nicholls, George 

Nicholson, Chas. N.( Doncaster) 


Nolan, Joseph 


David | 


| Norman, Henry 


| Pearce, William (Limehouse) 

| Pearson, Sir W. D. (Colchester) | 

| Pearson, W.H.M. (Suffolk, Eye) | 
)| 


| Raphael, Herbert H. 


| Richardson, A. 
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Norton, Captain Cecil William 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
Nuttall, Harry 

O’Brien, Kendal (‘Tipperary,Mid 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor, James(Wicklow,W.) | 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O'Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 

O’ Doherty, Philip 

O'Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 

O’ Dowd, John 

O'Hare, Patrick 

O’ Kelly, James( Roscommon, N. 


| O'Malley, William 


O'Mara, James 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 
-arker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paul, Herbert 

Paulton, James Mellor 
Pearce Robert (Staffs. Leek) 


Philipps,Col. [vor (S’thampton 
Philipps, J. Wynford( Pembroke 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pollard, Dr. 

Power, Patrick Joseph 
Price, C.E.(Edinburgh,Central) | 
Priestley, Arthur (Grantham) 
Radford, G. H. 

Rainy, A. Rolland 


Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 


| Rea, Walter Russell (Scarboro’) | 


Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Rees, J. D. 

Rendall, Athelstan 

Renton, Major Leslie 
Richards, Thomas (W.Monm’th 
Richards, T.F.(Wolverhampt’n 


Rickett, J. Compton 
Ridsdale, E. A. 
Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) | 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 
Robertson, Rt.Hn.E. (Dundee) | 
Robertson, SirG.Scott( Bradf’rd | 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) | 
Robinson, 8. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rogers, F, E. Newman 

Rose, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Walter 

Russell, T. W. 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 

Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann, Chas. E.(Manchester) 
Scott, A.H.(Ashton underLyne) 
Sears, J. E. 





Seaverns, J. H. 
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| Seddon, J. 


Seely, Major J. B. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. 'T.( Hawick, B.) 
Sheehan, Daniel Daniel 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Sinclair, Nt. Hon. Jolin 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smych, ThomasF, (Leitrim,s. ) 
Snowden, P. 

Soares, Ernest J. 

Stanger, H. Y. 

Stanley, Hn.A.Lyulph(Chesh. ) 
Steadman, W. C. 


| Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
| Stewart-Smith, D. (Kenda!) 
| Strachey, Sir Edward 


Straus, B.S. (Mile End) 


| Strauss, EK. A. (Abingdon) 
| Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
| Sullivan, Donal 
; Summerbell, T. 


Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe ) 
Tennant, SirKdward(Salisbury) 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 


| Thomas, Abel (Carmarthen, E) 
| Thomas, SirA. (Glamorgan, E.) 


Thomas, David Alfred (Merthyr 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Thompson,J.W.H.(Somerset, Es 
Thorn, William 


| Tomkinson, James 


Torrance, A. M. 

Toulmin, George 
Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Verney, F. W. 


| Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
| Vivian, Henry 
| Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 


Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Sir John L.(Leeds, S.} 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Ward, John (Stoke-on-Trent) 
Ward, W. Dudley(Southampt’n 
Wardle, George J. 


| Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 


Wason, Eugene(Clackmannan) 
Wason,JohnCatheart(Orkney) 
Waterlow, D. 5. 

Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 
Whitbread, Howard 

White,J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, E. RB.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whitehead, Rowland 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifas) 
Wiles, ‘Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Osmond(Merioneth 
Williams, Llewelyn(C’r’artl’n. 
Wills, Arthur Walters 

Wilson, Henry J. (York, W.R.) 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid) 
Wilson,J. W. (Worcestersh.,N.) 


Wilson, P. W. (S. Pancras, 8.) 
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Wilson, W.T, (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Wood, 'T. M‘KKinnon 


Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster, Rt.Hn.Hugh0. 
Ashley, W. W. 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt. Hn. Sirk. 
Balcarres, Lord 

Baldwin, Alfred 

Balfour, RtHn.A.J.(CityLond.) 
Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John 8S. Harmood- 
Baring, Hon. Guy (Winchester) 
Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry, N.) 
Beach, Hn.Michael Hugh Hicks 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Brotherton, Edward Allen 
Bull, Sir William James 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Carlile, E. Hildred 

Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cavendish, Rt.Hon. VictorC.W. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord Jolin P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord K. (Marylebone, E. ) 
Coates, E. Feetham(Lewisham) 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A, E. 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craik, Sir Henry 

Dalrymple, Viscount 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFred Dixon 
Doughty, Sir George 


Motion made, and Question, ‘ Thas 
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Woodhouse, SirJ.T. Huddersti’d | 
Young, Samuel 
Yoxall, James Henry 


NOES. 


Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Du Cros, Harvey 

Duncan, Robert(Lanark,Govan 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fardell, Sir T. George 

Fell, Arthur 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Haddock, George R. 

Hamilton, Marquess of 
Hardy, Laurence( Kent, Ashford 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Hervey, F.W.F.(BuryS.Edm’ds 
Hill, Sir Clement(Shrewsbury ) 
Hill, Henry Staveley(Staff’sh. ) 
Hills, J. W. 

Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Kennaway,Rt. Hon. SirJohnH. 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt.Hon.Col.W. 
Keswick, William 

King,Sir Henry Seymour (Hull) 
Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wim. 
Lane-Fox, G. R. 

Lee, Arthur H.(Hants, Fareham 
Liddell, Henry 

Long, Col.CharlesW.( Evesham 
Long, Rt.Hn.Walter(Dublin,s. 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
MaclIver, David (Liverpool) 
M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
Magnus, Sir Philip 

Marks, H. H. (Kent) 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 


| Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 
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TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr, 


(Ireland) Bill. 


Whiteley and Mr. J. 


Pease. 


A. 


Middlemore,JohnThrogmorton 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Morpeth, Viscount 

Muntz, Sir Philip A. 
Nicholson, Win. G.( Petersfield) 
Nield, Herbert 

(Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlington 
Percy, Earl 

Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Ratcliff, Major R. F. 
Rawlinson, John Frederick P. 
Xemnant, James Farquharson 
Roberts, S.(Shetlie!d, Ecelesall) 
Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 

Smith, Abel H.(Hertford, East) 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Stanley, Hon. Arthur(Ormskirk 
Starkey, John R. 

Talbot, Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxf’dUniv. 
Thomson, W.Mitchell-(Lanark) 
Thornton, Percy M. 

Turnour, Viscount 

Walker, Col. W.H.(Lancashire) 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 

Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid). 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Wilson, A. Stanley (York, E.R.) 
Wortley, Rt.Hon. C.B. Stuart- 
Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE NOES—Sir 
Alexander Acland- Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 


Mr. MACVEAGH (Down, 8.) thought 


the Chairman do report progress, and | it would be the general opinion of the 
ask leave to sit again ”—(Vr. Lough)-— , House that this was a most inconvenient 
| hour to start a discussion on a private 


put, and agreed to. 


Committee report 


again ‘To-morrow. 


GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY 
(IRELAND) BILL. 


Order for consideration read. 


sidered.” 


Progress ; to sit 


| Bill. 
| 1 


He believed 
history of Parliament had it been pro- 


that never in the 


| posed to commence private Bill business 


at this hour of the night. 


A great many 


hon, Members were at the House at three 
| this morning, and it would be unreasonable 


tu ask them to consider two highly con- 
tentious private Bills. 


So far as this Bill 


/was concerned, if they started upon its 
| discussion they were likely to be here 

Motion made, and Question proposed, | Util three o'clock the next day. He 
* That the Bill, as amended, be now con- | therefore moved the adjournment of the 
| debate. 
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Mr. KEIR HARDIE seconded the 
Motion. It was eminently desirable that 


the House should come to the considera- 
tion of the Bills fresher than most hon. 
Members were at the present moment, 
after practically an all-night sitting. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“ That the debate be adjourned.” —(1/r. 
Muel eagh. ) 


Sir FREDERICK BANBURY (City 


of London) said no sufficient reason had 


been given for the postponement of the | 
sill, which he understood involved an | 


If 


expenditure of a million of money. 


the Bill were rejected that money would | 
not be spent, which might or might not | 


be an advantage, but he had not heard 
any reason for it. 


Mr. DALZIEL (Kirealdy 


Burghs) 


hoped the Government would accept the | 
The Ques- | 


Motion for the adjournment. 
tion for them to consider was not whether 
a million of money was going to be spent 
or not as a result of the passing of this Bill, 


but whether the House ought to discuss | 


it at the present time or consider it on 
some other more convenient occasion. If 
the hon. Baronet had been a Member of 


the House when this measure was con- 


sidered before, he would have known that | 
there were several matters of considerable | 


importance, and they were adjourned on 


the understanding that they would have | 


an opportunity when the Bill came back 


to the House of considering them, and of | 


hearing what explanations would be given 
by the representatives of the railway 
company in the House. The hon. Baronet 
the Member for the City of London had 
asked them to consider this Bill to-night, 


and he welcomed him in his new position | 
One | 


of asking them to pass legislation. 
of the qualifications of the hon. Baronet 


was said to be that he could speak at any | 
time, and at any length, upon any | 


subject without any preparation. He 
hoped the Government would lend the 
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weight of their authority in the direction 
of postponing this Bill. As one who was 
opposed to the suspension of a rule which 
the House had solemnly adopted, under 
which they adjourned at eleven o'clock, 


he objected to entering upon the con- 
sideration of private Bills at this late 
hour of the night. He hoped the suppor- 
ters of the Bill would recognise, in the 
interests of the bill itself, that it was the 
of the House that the 
discussion should be adjourned. 


obvious desire 





Mr. A. J. BALFOUR invited an 
expression of opinion from the Govern- 
ment this encroachment upon the 
rule which made 11 o'clock the natural 
limit of their proceedings. Rightly or 
| wrongly, the House had laid down that 
| 11 o’clock was the natural limit of their 
| proceedings, and he saw a certain ob- 


on 


jection to relegating private business to 
be after that He 
| thought they ought to a clear 
from the 


considered hour. 
have 
statement Government as to 
what line they intended to take in con- 
with the general Private Bill 
legislation which still remained to be 


disposed of. 


nection 


Mr. ASQUITH said that by a lRe- 
solution passed yesterday the House had 
| deliberately determined that the Private 
| Bills should be taken, and it would be 
a bad precedent for a new House, in 
i deference to a feeling of exaggerated 
to suspend proceedings 
before 11 o'clock after passing such a 
Resolution. Of the merits of the Bill he 
| knew nothing, and probably the discus- 


| Uxoriousness, 


sion would be brief. 


Mr. CLAUDE HAY (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton) protested against contentious 
Private Bills being taken after 11 o'clock. 
He regretted that he could not on this 
occasion join in the appeal which had 
been made by the hon. Baronet the 
| Member for the City of London that this 
| Bill should be proceeded with now. 
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*Mr. EMMOTT said that perhaps, as| Mr. T. W. RUSSELL (Tyrone, §.) 
Chairman of Ways and Means,. he | said he desired to make an appeal to the 
was responsible for putting these Bills | Chancellor of the Exchequer as to what 
down on the Paper and he ought to| he thought would be the result of taking 
say a word upon this question. He} the Great Northern Railway (Ireland) 
did not speak either as a sup-| Bill at this hour. It was a contested 
porter or an opponent of the  Bill;| Bill, His hon. friends opposite meant to 
therefore, anything he said had no} fight it, and he meant to help them. Hon, 
reference to the point of merits. Two|]Members got home about three o’clock 
reasons for adjournment had been urged. | this morning, and some came back early 
First of all, there had been a general | to attend committees upstairs, He hoped 
claim made that private business must | the Bill would not be proceeded with 
not be taken after eleven o’clock, and | now, and he appealed to the Chancellor 





in the second place it had been stated in| of the Exchequer not to prolong this 

regard to this particular night that the | controversy. 

fact that the House was kept late last | 

night was a reason for adjourning the | Mr. ASQUITH asked which Bill was 

private business put down. These were | now being considered. 

two separate and distinct questions. He | 

thought it would be presumptuous for | *Mr. SPEAKER: The English Bill. 

him to attempt to advise the House as to. 

what it should do in regard to the adjourn-| Mr. ASQUITH said he understood 

ment to-night, but, as Chairman of Ways that only the Irish Bill was opposed. 

and Means, he would ask the House not to 

come to the general conclusion that they) yr \fACG@VEAGH said he objected to 

would not take Private Bill business after | 5}, principle of taking contested private 

eleven o'clock. The House agreed to a ee a ee ey 

Motion last night which stated that | 

private business was to be taken after | Dal. : rn 

eleven o'clock on nights when the Educa- | — ci —_ at, he ae 

tion ‘Bill was under diseussion, though | were not opposer, it would not be on the 
; Reale: ., | Paper to-night. 

opposed, and in these circumstances it | 

would be wrong, if he might be permitted | 

to say so, to enter into an engagement 

against the taking of private business 

after eleven o'clock. Let him point out 

what might take place. Any Member 

could block any Bill because he disliked 

one clause, and he thought the result 

would be to introduce dire confusion 

into Private Bill legislation. He ex- 


Mr. ASQUITH said they were sitting 
on a somewhat exceptional night, and he 
thought they might assent to the Motion 
for adjournment, but entirely without 
prejudice to the general question of 
private business being taken after 
11 o'clock. 


pressed no opinion on the question! Question put, and agreed to. 





whether it would not be a good thing to | 


Pe . ee i . aca | 
adjourn the business put down for to night,| [Debate to be resumed to-morrow. 
but he did beg the House not to come | 

| 


any gener: ion against dis: | ; 
to any gene! al conclusion against dis Adjourned at a quarter after 
cussing these Bills after eleven. Eleven o'clock. 
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Returns, 


HOUSE OF 


COMMONS. | 
Wednesday, 20th June, 1906. ‘B 


The House met at a Quarter before 
Three of the Clock. 





PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 
§ Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire | 
2 Electric Power Bill ; Haslingden Cor- | 
= poration Bill {Lords}. ‘he amended, to be | 


considered To-morrow. 


Great Northern Railway Bill(by Order). | 
Order read, for resuming Adjourned | 
Debate on Question [19th June}, “ That 
the Bill, as amended, be now considered.” 


Ordered, That the Debate be further 
adjourned till Monday next, at a quarter- | 
past Eight of the clock. | 


PETITIONS. 


EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 


BILL. 
Petitions against ; from Aberdovey ; 
* Babworth ; Bosley ; ; Brighton ; Dedding- 
ton ; Donisthorpe ; Drayton ; casthamp- 


’ stead (two); Klvaston (two) ; Everton ; 
Great and Little Chesterford ; Lacock ; 
Paddington ; and Walton-on-Trent ; to 
¢ lie upon the Table. 


at the commencement of a Speech indicates revision by the I 


EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND W ALES) | 
BILL (RELIGIOUS TEACHING). | 
Petitions against alteration of Law ; 

zfrom Ball's Pond; Bartlow an 
< Bottisham ; Brinkley (two) ; Castle | | 
Camps; Castle Eden; Cheltenham ; 
Chettisham (two); Cheveley (two); Christ | 
Church and Upper St. Leonards ; | 
Duxford (two) ; Fen Ditton ; Fordham } 
(two); Hildersham (two) : Hinxton 
(two); Horningsey; Ickleton (two) ; 
Isleham (two) ; Kennett (two) ; Linton 
(two) ; Lode (two) ; Middlestown (two) ; 
Pampisford ; Sawston; Shermanbury ; 
Snailwell ; Soham ; Stetchworth ; Steyn- 
ing; Stow cum Quy (two); Stuntney ; 
Weston Colville ; West Wickham ; and 
Wicken ; to lie upon the Table. 
VOL. CLIX. —[FourtH Series. ] 


n Asterisk (* 





{20 JuNE 1906} 


| Islington 
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INFANT LIFE PROTECTION. 
Petitions for alteration of Law; from 


arton-upon-Irwell ; and Driffield ; to lie 


upon the Table. 


POISONS AND PHARMACY BILL [Lorps]. 
Petitions for alteration ; from Bedford- 
shire (South); Brighton; Cardiff, Cow- 
bridge, and Llantrissant ; Derby (West) ; 
Derbyshire (North East) ; Eccles (two) ; 
Eckington; Hanley; Hastings (two) ; 
(North) (two); Kensington 
(North) ; Kirkby Stephen ; Kirkcaldy ; 
| Luton ; Merthyr Tydfil (two) ; Notting: 
ham (East) ; Twickenham (two); W ake- 
field; W estmoreland (North); and Whitby ; 
| to lie upon the Table. 


POLLING ARRANGEMENTS (PARLIA- 
MENTARY BOROUGHS) BILL [Lorps]. 


Petition from Hackney, for alteration ; 
to lie upon the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


COLONIAL REPORTS (ANNUAL). 
Copies presented, of Colonial Report 


No. 484 (Bermuda, Annual Report for 


1905) and 485 (Hong Kong, fAnnual 
Report for 1905) [by Command] ;_to lie 
upon the Table. 


SUPERANNUATION ACT, 1859. 
Copy presented, of Treasury Minute, 
dated 16th June, 1906, respecting the 
addition of years to be assigned, for 
pension purposes, to certain offices under 


_ the Board of Education [by Act] ; to lie 


upon the Table. 


CIVIL LIST PENSIONS. 

Copy presented, of List: of all’ Pen- 
sions granted\iduring the year ended 
| 31st March, 1906, and payable under the 
provisions of Section 9 (1) of The Civil 
List Act, 1901 [by Act]; to lie upon 
the Table, and to be printed, [No. 205. } 


GREENWICH HOSPITAL AND 
TRAVERS’ FOUNDATION. 

Copy presented, of Statement of th: 
estimated Income and Expenditure oi 
Greenwich Hospital and of Travers’ Foun- 
dation for the year 1906-7 [by Act]; to 
lie upon the Table. and to be printed. 
[No. 206.] 

F 
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TRADE REPORTS (ANNUAL SERIES). 

Copies presented, of Diplomatic and 
Consular Reports, Annual Series, Nos. 
3646 and 3647 [by Command]; to lie 
upon the Table. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Provision for Widow and Children of late 
Petty Officer George Howe. 

Mr. COURTHOPE (Sussex, Rye) : 
To ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
whether he is aware that first class 
Petty Officer George Howe died re- 
cently in Hastings Hospital after under- 
going a number of surgical operations, 
that George Howe had served in the 
Royal Navy for twenty years, and was, 
at the time of his death, serving as a 
coastguard at Bexhill, that his widow 
and four young children are unpro- 
vided for, and are dependent upon 
private charity; and whether the Ad- 
miralty propose to make any provision 
for the widow and children. 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 
This second class petty officer (com- 
missioned boatman) had only seventeen 
years seven days service counting to- 
wards pension. He died on active ser- 
vice, and there is therefore nothing due 
on account of pension, and the widow 
and children are not eligible for assis- 
tance from naval funds. He was, how- 
ever, entitled to £2 good-conduct gratuity, 
and steps will be taken to pay this to 
the widow. No provision in the shape 
of pension or gratuity can be made from 
the funds at Greenwich Hospital for the 
widow, as Howe’s death was not attri- 
butable to accident or extraordinary 
exposure or exertion on duty. The 
children are eligible for consideration 
for admission to homes at the expense 
of Greenwich Hospital, and application 
may be made on their behalf to the 
Admiralty, stating their names and ages. 


Publication of Inspector’s Report on the 
Case of M‘Glone. 


Mr. GINNELL (Westmeath, N.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if he will make avail- 
able to hon. Members a copy of the in- 
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spector’s report in the recent case of 
M‘Glone, with the name of the inspector, 
his qualifications, experience, at whose 
instance he was first employed, and any 
explanation he has to offer of his conduct 
in fixing the value that he did on 
M’Glone’s holding. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The re- 
ports of the inspectors are confidential, 
being made for the information of the 
Kstates Commissioners only, and it 
would be contrary to practice and to 
public policy to lay them upon the Table 
of the House. The Commissioners do 
not think it desirable to stat the name 
of the inspector in the present case. 
They themselves are answerable for any 
action which they may take upon the 
inspectors’ reports. 


Publication of Information by the Irish 
Board of Intermediate Education. 


Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that the 
information which he has declined to 
give to the House of Commons in refer- 
ence to the recent proceedings of the 
Board of intermediate Education in 
Ireland has been communicated to a 
Dublin newspaper, together with an 
announcement that the Board has de- 
cided by a large majority to disregard 
the recent unanimous decision of the 
House of Commons in reference to its 
rules; and whether he will not, in view 
of these facts, make a full statement 
of all the facts in relation to the action 
of the Board in this matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) Until I 
saw the hon. Member’s Question I did 
not know that any statement of the 
nature indicated had appeared in a 
Dublin newspaper, nor do I know what 
the statement was. The fact, however, 
is that the Board have, since I last 
answered a Question on this subject, 
informed the Irish Government that they 
find it impossible to prepare a new set 
of rules in time to enable them to be 
approved by the Lord-Lieutenant and 
lie forty days on the Table of both 
Houses before August; and that, as 
the gravest inconvenience would be 
caused to the numerous schools which 
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prepare pupils for the Board’s exam-}has been purchased some time since, 
inations if the programme of those ex- | the case has been considered; and, if 
aminations were not announced by the! so, with what result. 
month of August, they find that the! 4 
only course open to them is to continue| (Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Es- 
the Zexisting programme, viz., that in| tates Commissioners have referred the 
force for 1906. They accordingly pro- ‘case of John Riordan to one of their 
pose to submit to the Lord-Lieutenant | inspectors for inquiry, and are awaiting 
for his approval the rules for 1906. This | the receipt of his report in the matter. 
is a purely temporary expedient, ren- | 
dered necessary, in the opinion of the| Report of the Irish Consultative Com- 
Board, by the shortness of the time | mittee of Education. 
available. | Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, 8.): To 
_ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
Irish Evicted Tenants—Claim of Mary | tenant of Ireland whether he will lay upon 
Anne Mortland. 'the Table of the House, as a Command 
Mr. McVEIGH (Donegal, E.):! Paper, a copy of the Report drawn up by 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- the Consultative Committee of Education 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the| consequent upon the communications 
attention of the Estates Commis- | that passed between the late Irish Gov- 
sioners has been called to the claim of | vernment and the representatives of the 
Mary Anne Mortland, to the farm of her Committee in November, 1905. 





father, Joseph Mortland who was evicted | 
from his holding on the Wilson Estate, | 


Carnone, Raphoe, East Donegal, in 1894, 
and has since died in Australia ; 
if not, whether he will direct them to 
send down an inspector to inquire into 
her case, seeing that Moses Wallace is 
in'the full enjoyment of her farm; and 
whether he will say if Miss Mortland, 
now come of age, will be in some way 
restored to her farm, or be paid the 
value of it. 


“(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The 
tates Commissioners inform me _ that 
they have received from Miss Mortland 
an¥application for reinstatement in the 
holding from which her late father was 
evicted. This holding has been bought 
under the Land Purchase Acts by Moses 
Wallace, the present occupier, with 
whom the Commissioners have no power 
to interfere. 


cation in the event of their acquiring 


untenanted land in the neighbourhood. | 


Case of John Riordan. 


Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.): To ask 


the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- | 


tenant of Ireland whether the atten- 


tion of the Estates Commissioners has | 
been repeatedly called to the case of, 
John Riordan, Gneeves,Glantane, Mallow, | 


an evicted tenant on the Grant Estate; 
and in view of the fact that the estate 


and, | 


Es- | 


The Commissioners, how- 
ever, will consider Miss Mortland’s appli- 


| 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) I have re- 
' ceived a copy of the Report in question, 
which is marked private and confiden- 
tial, but I cannot find that the Report 
-has ever been formally presented. It 
deals with matters which are now under 
the consideration of the Irish Govern- 
ment, and I cannot, as at present ad- 
vised, undertake to present it to Parlia- 
ment. 


Sale of the Roberts Estate, County 
Longford. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N.) : 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether any 
negotiations are pending for the sale of 
the Roberts Estate, in the parish of New- 
town Cashel, county Longford ; whether 
he is aware that, amongst seven others, 
Patrick Casserly, of Culnagore Wood, 
was evicted in 1889, his farm since re- 
maining derelict; whether he is aware 
that in the course of negotiations for the 
sale of this property the solicitor in charge 
has stated that Casserly’s holding, along 
with some fifty acres of plantation, has 
‘been let to a planter tenant for the pur- 
poses of sale under the Land Purchase 
Act of 1903 ; whether such a tenancy can 
be so created; and whether, in the 
‘interest of the general peace of the dis- 
trict, he will suggest to the Estates Com- 
missioners not to consider this application 
‘until they first exhaust the provisions of 


F 2 
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The Land Purchase Act, 1903, for the 
restoration of evicted tenants to their 
holdings. 


Questions, 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that they are 
not aware whether negotiations are pend- 
ing for the sale of the estate referred to. 
No proceedings in the case have yet 
come before them, and they have no 
information as to the estate itself or as 
to the statements alleged to have been 
made in the course of the negotiations. 
The evicted tenant, Patrick Casserly, 
referred to in the Question, has been 
provided with another holding in the 
county of Dublin, and is in occupation 
of it. 


’ . 
‘ 
‘ 


Refusal of Gun Licence to Mr. Daniel 
Casey. 

Mr. POWER (Waterford, E.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether a licence to 
carry a gun has been refused by Mr. Orr, 
R.M., to Mr. Daniel Casey, of Grawn Kil- 
macthomas; what are the grounds of 
such refusal; whether he is aware that 
Mr. Orr, R.M., considers it his duty in 
all cases when applied to for a gun licence 
to ascertain whether there is a possibility 
of the applicant, in the view of local 
landlords and land agents, using the gun 
to shoot game, even though the appli- 
cant would become entitled to obtain a 
game licence on first obtaining the magis- 
trate’s licence; and whether he will in- 
form Mr. Orr that he has no justification 
for refusing such an application on any 
grounds other than such as relate to the 
peace of the district, and that the pre- 
servation of game for the benefit of a 
limited class is not part of his duty. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) I am in- 
formed that the fact is as stated in the 
first part of the Question. The power 
of issuing licences under the Peace Pre- 
servation Act is vested in the resident 
magistrate, and it would be contrary to 
practice to state in this House the grounds 
of refusal in a particular case. I think 
it right, however, to state that Mr. Orr 
informs me that the question of the pre- 
servation of game does not in any way 
influence his decision in such cases, and 
that he makes no inquiry from this 
point of view. All resident magistrates 


{COMMONS} 





Questions. 


152 


are made aware of the fact that the Act 
_was passed for the preservation of life 
| : 

/and property and not for the protection 


of game. 


Royal Irish Constabulary Sergeants in 
Belfast with over Thirty Years Service. 


Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland how many sergeants 
of the Royal Irish Constabulary in Bel- 
fast are at present serving with over 
thirty years service. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Inspector- 
General informs me that there are at pre- 
sent serving in Belfast fifteen sergeants of 
the Royal Irish Constabulary who have 
had over thirty years service. 


Sergeant Long, Royal Irish Constabulary. 

Mr. McKILLOP (Armagh, 8.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if he can state whether 
Sergeant Long, Royal Irish Constabulary, 
recently appointed to Loughgall, county 
Armagh, was appointed to this district 
on his own application, or whether he 
was transferred by order of the Inspector- 
General; and whether this sergeant, 
while stationed at Poyntzpass, was re- 
peatedly reported for the manner in 
which he discharged his duties. 


(Answered byf# Mr. Bryce.) The In- 
spector-General informs me that’ he 
transferred Sergeant Long to Loughgall 
upon the recommendation of the county 
inspector and not upon the sergeant’s 
own application. The only complaint 
made against the sergeant while he was. 
stationed at Poyntzpass was one con- 
tained in an anonymous letter, which 
was found on inquiry to be without 
foundation. 


Religious Persuasion of Royal Irish Con- 
stabulary Sergeant Stationed at 
Poyntzpass. 

Mr. McKILLOP: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
land if he is aware that the present 
sergeant of the Royal Irish Constabulary 
stationed at Poyntzpass, county Armagb, 
is of a different religion from the majority 
of the inhabitants; will he say whether 
this also applied to his predecessors : 
whether a sergeant professing the same 
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religion as the majority of the inhabitants | 
has ever been appointed to this town; | 
and whether, seeing that there is no | 
magistrate sitting at Poyntzpass Petty | 
Sessions of the same religion as the | 
majority of the inhabitants, he will con- | 
sider the advisability of at least appoint- | 
ing a sergeant whose religious views are | 
in sympathy with those of the inhabitants. 


Questions. 


{20 JUNE 1906} 





154 


mother is the matron of the same in- 
stitution. 


(Questions, 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Answer 
is in the negative. It is not the practice 
of the Local Government Board to pre- 
vent the children of a master and matron 
from residing with their parents in the 
workhouse, assum'ng that the children 


are not of an age to provide for them- 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The In- 
spector-General informs me that the 
sergeant of Royal Irish Constabulary | 
at Poyntzpass is a Protestant, as were 
his predecessors for a number of years | 
past. The inhabitants of the village | 
itself are about equally divided as be- 
tween Catholics and Protestants, but the 
latter are largely in the majority in the | 
district of which the village forms part. | 
The Inspector-General does not propose | 
to remove the present sergeant, who im- 
partially discharges his duties. 


selves. Each case is decided by the 
Board upon its merits. 


Religious Instruction of Catholic 
Children in Armagh Workhouse. 

Mr. MACVEAGH: To ask the Chef 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he can state what 
steps have been taken, or will 
be taken, by the Local Government 
Board to secure that the Catholic children 
in the Armagh Workhouse will re- 


"ceive adequate religious instruction ; and 


| whether, seeing that this matter has been 


Pressure for Payment of Rents ou the 
Faulkner Estate. 


Mr. HAMMOND (Carlow): To ask | 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieuten- 
ant of Ireland whether he is aware, with | 
reference to the Faulkner Estate, Spring- 
hil!, Queen’s County, that many poor | 
tenants on this property, notwithstanding | 
that under the agreement in this matter | 
they were to be relieved of the payment of 
one year’s rent, are now being pressed for 
payment of this year’s rent ; and will he | 
endeavour to induce the Estates Com- 
missioners to effect an early definitive | 
settlement in this case. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissioners have no knowledgewhet her 
pressure for the payment of rent is taking 
place in the case of this estate. The 
Commissioners expect that they will be 
able, by the end of this month, to make 
an offer for the purchase of the estate. 


Residence in Precincts of Workhouse of 
Family of the Master. 


Mr. MACVEAGH (Down, 8.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 


the Local Government Board has any 
rule in force with regard to residence 
in the precincts of a workhouse of 
the family of which the father is 
master of the workhouse and_ the 





| catechist. 


_ under consideration for four years, he can 


say when the Local Government Board 
intends to deal with it. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) I am in- 


| formed that in the year 1903 the guardians 


of the Armagh Union, despite the pro- 
test of the Local Government Board, 
dispensed with the services of the assistant 
teacher, who had also acted as Catholic 
The Board have since re- 
peatedly urged the guardians to appoint 
a successor, and have expressed their 
willingness to allow recoupment from the 
local taxation fund upon the salary 
involved. The guardians, however, have 
declined to make any appointment. and, 
under the existing regulations, the Board 
have no power to compel them to do so. 


Religious Denominations of County 
Armagh Police Force. 

Mr. MACVEAGH: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord- Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he can state the numbers 
of the different religious denominations 
in the police force in county Antrim ; 
how many have been promoted from 
the seniority list since the appo-:nt- 
ment of County Inspector Reeve:, 
and to what religious denominations 
they belong ; and how many have been 
promoted by competitive examination 
from the P list during the same per od, 
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and to what religious denominations 
they belong. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) I am in- 
formed by the Inspector-General that 
there are at present 126 Protestants and 
112 Roman Catholics in the county 
Antrim force. Since the appointment of 
County Inspector Reeves to take charge 
of the county there have been twenty 
promotions from the seniority list, and of 
this number fourteen were Protestants 
and six Catholics. In the same period 
seven men were promoted from the P list 
by competitive examination, of whom 
two were Protestants and five Catholics. 


Portuguese Kaffirs in the Witwatersrand 
Mines. 

Mr. NIELD (Middlesex, Ealing): To 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies what is the total number of 
African natives employed in the Wit- 
watersrand mines, and what proportion 
are Portuguese subjects; whether the 
work performed by such last-mentioned 
natives is similar in character to that 
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discharged by Chinese coolies ; whether 
the importation of these Portuguese 
Kaffirs is subject to any and what regu- | 
lations ; whether there is any substantial | 
difference either in the methods and | 
regulations relating to the housing and | 
control, in and out of working hours, | 
between these Kaflirs and the Chinese | | 
coolies who are working under the terms | 
of the Chinese Labour Ordinance ; and, if | 
not, what steps the Government have 
taken, or propose to take, in the matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) On 31st | + 
March 84,409 African natives were em- | 
ployed on the Witwatersrand gold mines, | 
of whom about 60 per cent. were Portu- | | 
guese subjects. The work performed by | 
them is similar to that performed by | 
Chinese coolies. These Portuguese Kaf- | 
firs are engaged on yearly contracts. As | 
regards housing and control, the position | 
of both classes of labourers is described by | 
Lord Selborne, in his despatch of 18th 
September last, published in Cd. 2786, | 
as being similar, but there is the sub- | 
stantial difference that the Chinese | 
labourers are brought in under the terms | 
of the Labour Importation Ordinances, | 
which place them under certain special 
restrictions and disabilities. 





156 


(Juestions. 
Chinese Translation of the Repatriation 
Proclamation. 

Mr. VERNEY (Buckinghamshire, N.) 
To ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies whether he will make inves- 
tigations as to the translation into Chinese 
of the recent repatriation proclamation in 
South Africa, and will he have any in- 
accuracies rectified in England; will he, 
in case any further proclamation is issued 
which has to be translated, have that 
translation made in this country by 
those who can be trusted to do it accur- 
ately; and whether he will take means 
to secure that the authorised Chinese 
version, and none other, shall be used. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) Inquiry 
will be made as to the variation between 
the recent translation of the proclamation 
and the terms as read by me to the 
House. 


Wages in Royal Dockyards. 

Mr. J. WILLIAMS BENN (Devonport) : 
To ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
whether, in view of the official inquiry 
now proceeding in order to make the 
wages in the Roval dockyards equal, all 
| things considered, to those which obtain 
outside, he proposes to make any inquiry, 
| privately or otherwise, into the wages and 
conditions of the men in the Navy who, 
owing to the nature of their engagement, 
do not benefit from the action of trades 

union organisations. i! 

ey 
(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 
There is no analogy between dockyard 
employment and service in the Royal 
Navy. From time to time the conditions 
of service among the various classes of 
men employed in the Navy are investi- 
gated, but no reason is seen for holding 

any special inquiry at the present time. 


Arming of the ‘“‘ County ” Class of 
Cruisers. 

Mr. NIELD: To ask the Secretary to 
the Admiralty whether he will state what 
would be the cost of bringing the arma- 
ment of the ten cruisers of the ‘‘ County”’ 
class up to the strength necessary to 
render them fit to engage in action with 
contemporary armoured vessels of other 
Powers; and whether, having regard 


to their small fighting value, as at present 
armed, compared with the cost to the 
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nation of building and maintiining them | end of September, but no register is kept 
in commission, it would be cheaper to | of the actual number of days. There is 
incur the additional outlay necessary to | no record of the initial cost of the foun- 
constitute them efficient armoured cruisers | tains, and I regret that I am unable t> 
than to leave them in their present | furnish the annual cost of maintenance, as 


Questions. 





condition. 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 3 
The cost of re-arming and petit 
with thicker armour cruisers of the | 
“County” class would be prohibitive, | 
and its effect would probably be seriously | 
to reduce their speed. As regards the | 
second part of the Question, the reply is in| 
the negative. 
| 
Chatham Dockyard Discharges. | 
Mr. E. H. LAMB (Rochester): To) 
ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
if he will give an assurance that no | 
further discharges shall tike place at | 
Chatham Dockyard during the current 
year, ending March 31st, 1907. 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) | 
No such assurance can be given ; but it is | 
not anticipated that more discharges | 
other than those already arranged for 
will take place. 


|the pumps which work these fountains 
| supply also the Round Pond and the 
Serpentine. 


Procedure Committee—Date of next 
Meeting. 
Mr. BLAKE (Longford, 8.): To ask 
the right hon. Member for Wolverhamp- 
ton, as Chairman of the Select Committe2 


on Procedure of the House of Commons, 
| when he proposes to call together the 


Committee for the prosecution of the 
reference. 


(Answered by Sir Henry Fowler.) Tam 
trying to arrange an early day for the next 
meeting of the Committee. 


| Maintenance and Work of the Imperial 
Institute. 

Mr. LAIDLAW (Renfrewshire, E.): To 

ask the President of the Board of Trade, 

having regard to the fact that the charges 


| for the internal maintenance of the Im- 


| perial Institute buildings are borne out 


Chatham Dockyard and the Repair of 
H.M.S. “ Montagu.” | 


Mr. KE. H. LAMB: To ask the Secre- | 


tary to the Admiralty if H.M.LS. ‘ Mon- | 
tagu’? may be brought to Chatham | 


Dockyard for repair in the event of her | 
being refloated. | 
| 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) | 
Chatham is not considered a_ suitable 
dockyard for the repair of the “ Montagu.’ 


of funds administered by the Imperial 


Institute and the University of London, 
whether he will give a detailed statement 
_ Showing the yearly income of the Imperial 
| Institute and the sources from which it is 
derived; and whether, as the institute 


| belongs to the nation, and the cost of 


the external maintenan?e of the institute 
buildings is borne from public funds, he 
will direct the submission to Parliament 
of an annual report on the institute, 


| accompanied by a detailed statement of 


| its receipts and expenditure, thus follow- 


The Hyde Park Fountains. 
Mr. LLOYD MORGAN (Carmarthen- 
shire, W.): To ask the First Commis- 
sioner of Works whether he will state the 
number of days in each year since January 
Ist, 1900, on which the fountiins at the 
north end of the Serpentine have played ; 
and what has been the annual cost of | 
their repair and maintenance during the | 
same period, and the initial cost, and upon | 
whom it fell. | 


(Answered by Mr. Harcourt.) The 
fountains usually play from Easter to the | 


ing the practice adopted in respect to 


! the Indian Section. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) A 
report on the work of the Imperial Insti- 
'tute at South Kensington during 1905, 
| with a financial statement, will shortly 
be presented to Parliament. 


Staff of the Imperia] Institute. 


Mr. LAIDLAW: To ask the Preside 
of the Board of Trade whether ‘the jstaff 
|of the Imperial Institute is recruited in 
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the ordinary way by the Civil Service 
Commission or by private patronage.' | 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.)gNo 
members of the Imperial Institute staff 
are established Civil Servants, and con- 
sequently they are not engaged through 
the Civil Service Commission. 


Checking of the Board of Trade Customs 
Returns. 

Mr. CLAUDE HAY (Shoreditch, Hox- 
ton): To ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury whether he is aware that prac- 
tically no entries in the Free Import 
Registers at the Statistical Department 
of His Majesty’s Customs had _ been 
checked for about four years, until the 
12th June, 1906, and that the checking 


of the entries in the British export | 


registars had been intermittent and 
cursory ; and whether, in view of the 
importance of the Board of Trade 
Returns of Imports and Exports, and 
the need for accuracy and reliability, he 
will take steps to ensure an adequate and 
efficient supervising staff for the Statisti- 
cal Office, seeing that during the past ten 
vears, in consequence of the large and 
important amplification of the returns, 
the total staff has increased over 60 per 
cent., while the supervising staff, many 
of whom have been brought into the 
Statistical Office possessing no knowledge 


of statistical work, is considerably less | 
| bighshire, W.) : 


than that in 1895. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) I am 
informed that during the past four 
years entries have been checked from 
time to time into the Free Import and 
British Export Registers, and, in addition, 
further checks are, and have been applied 
at various stages of the work in the course 
of each month, the whole being considered 
sufficient to insure reasonable accuracy 
inthe accounts. The staff of the Statisti- 
cal Office in 1895 consisted of 163 persons. 
Of this number forty-eight were of higher 
rank than abstractor, while five of the 
latter rank were in receipt of checking 
allowances. But the supervising staff 
was then considered to be in excess of 
requirements, and the number was in 
consequence in course of reduction. 
At the present time the staff consists of 
236 persons. Of this number thirty- 


three are above the rank of abstractor, 
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while thirty-two of the latter grade are 
now in receipt of checking allowances, 
The existing supervising staff, together 
with the checking abstractors, is con- 
sidered by the Commissioners of Customs 
to be sufficient to provide for the neces- 
sary checking. 


Questions. 


Increased Charge for Ordnance Maps. 

Mr. LLOYD MORGAN: To ask the 
hon. Member for South Somerset,* as 
representing the President of the Board 
of Agriculture, whether he will state the 
reason for the increased charge from 
Is, to 1s. 6d. per sheet for Ordnance maps : 


| whether he will state what the result has 


been of increasing the charge by fifty 
per cent. on the sale of the maps during 
the last five years as compared with the 
sale for the five years previous to the 
increase of price. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
In order to cover the cost of production 
if was found necessary to increase the 
price of the small scale maps which are 
mounted on linen, but the price of the 
same maps unmounted and folded in a 
cover, has not been altered. The change 
was only made in January, 1905, and no 
comparison for five years can therefore 
be given. 


British Forestry. 
HERBERT ROBERTS (Den- 
To ask the hon. Member 
for South Somerset, as representing the 
President of the Board of Agriculture, 
what steps have been taken to carry into 
effect the recommendation of the Depart- 
mental Committee of 1902 on British 
Forestry ; and whether any communica- 
tion has been addressed to corporations 
and municipalities relative to the Com- 
mittee’s recommendation as to the de- 
sirability of planting with trees the 
catchment areas of their water supply. 


Mr. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
1. The Departmental Committee recom- 
mended that the Alice Holt Woods in 
Hampshire should be made available 
as soon as possible to serve as a demon- 
stration area in England. This has been 
done. A full report as to the past 
history, present position, and future 
management of these woods has been 
prepared by Dr. Schlich at the request 
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of the Commissioners of Woods and 
Forests, and the recommendations made 
therein are being systematically carried 
out. A certain amount of experimental 
planting has already taken place. Copies 
of Dr. Schlich’s report, illustrated by 
plans, can be had on application to the 
Commissioners. It was also recom- 
mended that a suitable estate should be 
purchased in Scotland to serve as another 
demonstration area. Several properties 
have been brought to the notice of the 
Commissioners of Woods and Forests, 
but, for various reasons, they did not 
appear suitable for the purpose. Two 
additional properties are now under 
consideration, and as soon as a suitable 
estate has been found the Treasury will 
be approached with a view to purchase. 
2. The recommendation ef the Depart- 
mental Committee that lecturers should 
appointed at Oxford and Cambridge has 
to some extent been met by the augmen- 
tation of the salary of the Sibthorpian 
Professor of Rural Economy at Oxford, 
who is now the Professor of Forestry 
Botany. It is understood that an estate 
will be placed at his disposal for demon- 
stration purposes. 3. A sum of £500 
a year, which was placed by the Treasury 
at the disposal of the Board for the 
establishment of lectureships in forestry, 
has been allocated to the University 
College of North Wales at Bangor and 
the Armstrong College at Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. The results have been most 
encouraging. A considerable number of 
students have been found desirous of 
taking a full collegiate course of study, 
good classes of practical foresters and 
others have been conducted at selected 
local centres, while there has been a 
constant demand on the part of land- 
owners for expert advice from the lecturer. 
4. A school for working woodmen has 
been established by the Commissioners 
of Woods and Forests in the Forest of 
Dean, and is now in the third year of its 
existence. From eighteen to twenty 
youths are receiving instruction. 5, 
Legislation would be necessary to remove 
the inequality in the levy of the estate 
duty on timber, and it has not been 
possible hitherto to take any steps in 
this direction. The matter has, however, 
not been lost sight of. 6. The Railway 
Fires Act, 1905, which comes into force 
on the Ist January 1908, will give some 
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protection to owners of woods against 
loss by fire caused by sparks from loco- 
motives. 7. Special inquiries were made 
in 1905, with a view of ascertaining the 
extent of land now occupied by woods 
in Great Britain, and the results have 
been published in the Agricultural Re- 
turns for that year. The three categories 
suggested by the Departmental Com- 
mittee were adopted. 8. With the 
object of ascertaining the districts in 
which local authorities have developed 
the catchment area of their water supplies 
by afforestation, the Board communi- 
cated with the Local Government Boards 
for England and Scotland, who sent out 
a circular letter to all local authorities 
asking for a Return. The results were 
tabulated and published in the journal 
of the Board of Agriculture for November 
1904. A leaflet on the relation of Woods 
to Domestic Water Supply was published 
in January 1904, and a large number of 
copies have been issued. The Board 
are keeping the various recommendations 
of the Departmental Committee steadily 
in view, and they hope to be able from 
time to time to proceed further in the 
directions indicated in their Report. 


Payment of School Grants. 

Str CARNE RASCH (Essex, Chelms- 
ford): To ask the President of the 
Board of Education, whether he has 
considered the representation made to 
him by the elementary education authori- 
ties of the inconvenience caused by 
withholding payment of the annual 
grant until the expiration of the school 
year; whether he contemplates the 
resumption of quarterly payments ; and, 
if so, when. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) As I stated 
in reply to an oral Question from the 
Member for Stoke-on-Trent, on February 
22nd last,7 the annualgrant hasnever been 
paid on a regular system of quarterly 
instalments. Ever since the first estab- 
lishment of the annual grant, forty 
years ago, it has not been paid until after 
the close of the school year, and I am 
not aware that any confusion has thereby 
been occasioned. It has only been 
within the last three financial years 
that a partial and essentially temporary 
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expedient has been resorted to by which 
certain limited sums have been paid in 
advance. The representations made to 
the Board on this matter have been fully 
considered in conjunction with the 
Treasury. The resumption of quarterly 
payments is not contemplated, but a 
careful investigation is being made by 
a special committee, appointed for the 
purpose, to consider whether some re- 
arrangement of the scheme of paying 
grants in respect of elementary education 
cannot be effected, under which the sums 
payable to local authorities may in future 
be more evenly distributed throughout 
the financial year. But the problem 
is an extremely difficult one, and I must 
not be supposed to be holding out any 
substantial expectation that it can be 
solved this year, in view of all the circum- 
stances. 
He 


(Juestions. 





ba 


i National Gallery and the Chantrey 
Bequest Fund. 


{COMMONS} 





164 


Questions. 


stead of 18,000, as intimated in the 
preamble to the German Naval Estimates, 


THE SECRETARY to THe ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr. Epmunp Robertson, Dun. 
dee): There is no official information on 
this point. 


Admiralty Contracts and Trades Union 
ages. 

Mr. KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr Tyd- 
vil): I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
Admiralty whether Messrs. Richards, 
Limited, Aberdeen, are on the list of con- 
tractors for this Department; whether 
|he is aware that the wages earned by 
| their women workers are in some cases 
'as low as 3s. 4d. per week, and the 
average for the firm is 7s. 6d. per week ; 
| that sixty of the women have been dis- 
' charged for having joined a trade union, 
/and have been told that they will only 
be reinstated on giving an undertaking 
'to withdraw from the union; and what 





_ action he proposes taking in the matter. 


Mr. MIDDLEMORE (Birmingham, 
N.): Toaskthe Prime Minister whether | 


the Government or the trustees of the | 
National Gallery, or both of these bodies, | 


have the power to refuse to hang pictures, 
which may be oftered them for that 
purpose by the trustees of the Chantrey 
Bequest Fund, if they consder such 
pictures unsuitable for permanent ex- 
hibition ; and whether they have power 
to return to the trustees such picture 
as they may consider it to be unadvisable 
to retain. 


(Answered by Sir H. Campbell-Ban- 
nerman.) The Treasury letter of 11th 
November, 1898, to the Royal Academy 
gave the trustees of the National 
Gallery no power to reject Chantrey 
pictures ; and by a letter of 29th Novem- 
ber 1898 the trustees concurred in the 
Treasury arrangement. 





QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


German Naval Programme. 


Mr. BEAUCHAMP (Suffolk, Lowes- 
toft): I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
Admiralty whether he has any official 
information showing that the two new 
German battleships to be laid down will 
have a displacement of 19,000 tons in- 


Mr. EDMUNDROBERTSON : 
| Messrs. Richards, Limited, are on the 
| . . r 

| Admiralty list of contractors. No com- 
_plaint has hitherto been received as to 
| the rates of wages paid by this firm, 
| but inquiries will be made. 


Gun Practice in the Thames Estuary. 


Mr. WHITEHEAD (Essex, S.E.): 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 


War what steps he has taken to prevent 
/such firing from Sheerness into the 
| navigable channels of the Thames estuary. 
as occurred early in May last. 





| Tue FINANCIAL SECRETARY to 
|THE WAR OFFICE (Mr. BucHANAN, 
Perthshire, E.): It is the navigable 
channels of the Thames that the guns 
'at Sheerness are intended to protect. 
| And if any useful practice with these 
‘guns is to be carried out it is manifestly 
impossible to avoid firing over these 
channels. Strict safety regulations are 
‘laid down and observed, and no shot 
is fired over any water when there are 
vessels in dangerous proximity. The 
| Secretary of State believes that every 
possible precaution against the possibility 
of danger is taken by the responsible 
officers concerned. 
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Shoebury Battery Gun Practice. 


Mr. WHITEHEAD: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for War whether his 
attention has been called to the fact that 
on June 4th, when a party of nine persons 
in a bawley from Leigh-on-Sea were 
fishing off South Shoebury gas buoy, 
west of the Admiralty beacon, and out- 
side the sands, a shot from Shoebury 
battery struck the water not more than 
twenty yards from the bow of the boat ; 
whether this was done in conformity 
with the amended regulations issued by 
the Secretary of State last month; and 
whether he will make further Amend- 
ments to the regulations, and will issue 
further and effective instructions to the 
responsible officer at Shoebury in order 
to avoid all risk to the public using the 
estuary. 


Mr. BUCHANAN: Careful inquiry 
has been made, but no information of 
any occurrence of the kind on the day 
mentioned has been received. The pre- 
cautions under the regulations, which are 
of a very strict nature, were in force, as 
on all other occasions, throughout the 
firing on that day. Expert officers and 
non-commissioned officers are specially on 
duty to see the regulations carried out. 
None of these officers or non-commissioned 
officers observed or heard of any such 
occurrence. 


Mr. WHITEHEAD: If I satisfy the 
hon. Gentleman that this event actually 
took place, will more stringent regula- 
tions be issued 2 


Mr. BUCHANAN: I will inquire 
further, of course, if the hon, Gentleman 
can give me additional information. 


Ireland and Army Meat Contracts. 

Mr. EDWARD BARRY (Cork, 8.) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
War whether he has received a Resolu- 
tion recently adopted by a Committee 
representing the cattle trade of the 
southern half of Ireland, strongly pro- 
testing against the recent innovation in 
the tender forms for the supply of meat 
to the Army, whereby the words “ home- 
killed” are substituted for “ home-fed” as 
hitherto specified ; and, if so, will steps 
be taken to revert to the old form of 
tender when contracts are being taken 
for supplying the Army with meat. 
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Mr. BUCHANAN: Several repre 
sentations from Ireland have reached the 
Secretary of State, but he is not able 
to identify the particular Resolution to 
which the hon. Member refers. As the 
Secretary of State has already said, it is. 
not proposed to revert to the old form of 
tender. 


Questions. 


The Unrest in Bengal. 


Mr. O'GRADY (Leeds, E.): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for India 
whether, in view of the action of the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Eastern Bengal 
and Assam, in dispersing by force the 
Bengal Provincial Conference, in pre- 
venting and breaking up peaceful and 
religious processions, in interfering with 
municipal commissioners and honorary 
magistrates and other persons who are 
in favour of the Swadeshi movement, in 
the frequent prosecution of schoolboys 
and in other measures, he proposes to 
hold an inquiry by means of a Commis- 
sion, or otherwise, in order to devise 
means of allaying the unrest which now 
prevails in the new Province. 


THe SECRETARY or STATE For 
INDIA (Mr. Morey, Montrose Burghs) : 
As I stated in reply to a Question on 
May 14th,7 it is the wish and the inten- 
tion of the Government to take sueh 
measures as may seem most likely to 
allay unrest. But I am not at all dis- 
posed to think that a Commission is 
necessary, nor do I think that it would 
be desirable. 


Railway Rates from Delagoa Bay. 


Mr. O'GRADY: I beg to ask the 
Under - Secretary of State for the 
Colonies if he is aware that an agree- 
ment was entered into between Lord 
Milner and the Portuguese Government 
providing that in return for permission 
to recruit native labour for the mines in 
the Transvaal from Portuguese territory,. 
a preference in railway rates was 
arranged for goods being sent up country 
from Delagoa Bay to Johannesburg ; 
whether his attention has been called to 
the statement contained in the report of 
the Port Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce 
to the effect that the preference in rail- 
way rates from Delagoa Bay as against 
East London and Durban ranges from 
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10s, to 15s. per ton ; and what action he 
proposes to take in the matter. 


Questions. 


THE UNDER - SECRETARY oF 
STATE ror tHe COLONIES (Mr. 


CHURCHILL, Manchester, N.W.): The 
Secretary of State is aware of the facts 
referred to by the hon. Member, and the 
matter is at present forming the subject 
of negotiation with the Portuguese 
Government. 


Repatriation Proclamation. 


Mr. GOOCH (Bath): I beg to ask 
the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether the attention of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies has 
been called to a translation of the 
Repatriation Proclamation, which has 
recently appeared, containing a con- 
cluding sentence ordering the Chinese in 
threatening terms to tremble and obey ; 
whether this sentence was actually 
posted in the compounds; and, if so, 
why it was omitted from the version 
read to the House. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The version 
which I read to the House was that 
supplied to the Secretary of State by the 
High Commissioner before the notice 
was posted at the mines, and I need 
scarcely add that it was to the best of 
my belief a true and complete version in 
every respect. Inquiry will now be 
made upon both the translations from 
English into Chinese and back again 
from Chinese into English to ascertain 
whether they have gained anything in 
substance or style during either operation. 


Mr. VERNEY (Buckinghamshire, N.) 
asked whether in the case of any further 
proclamation the translation would be 
made in this country by those wko could 
be trusted, and whether the hon. Gentle- 
man would take care that the authorised 
Chinese translation, and no other, would 
be used in future. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The course we 
shall take with regard to any further 
proclamation must necessarily depend on 
the result of our inquiries into the first. 


Mr. BOTTOMLEY (Hackney, S.): 
Is it not a fact that every Chinese 
authority in London who has been con- 
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sulted differs in his version of the pro- 
clamation ? 


[No Answer was returned]. 


Zulu Prisoners and the Kimberley Mines. 

Mr. BYLES (Salford, N.): I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether Zulu prisoners charged 
with rebellion are being drafted to 
Kimberley ; and whether the object is to 
send them into the diamond mines. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Secretary of 
State is not aware that any natives con- 
cerned in the recent outbreaks in Natal 
and Zululand are employed, or are likely 
to be employed, upon the Kimberley 
diamond mines. A number of long- 
sentence prisoners have been removed 
from Natal to the Cape Coiony to make 
room in Natal gaols for persons awaiting 
trial upon charges of rebellion. Such a 
proceeding is entirely within the com- 
petence of the Natal and Cape Colony 
Governments and under the sanction of 
their laws. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 
S.): Is the hon. Gentleman aware that 
the Kimberley mines are worked by 
convicts, and is there not a danger that 
these prisoners may be utilised by the 
Cape Government for that purpose 4 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I am aware that 


convict labour is used in the mines. 


Mr. J. WARD (Stoke-on-Trent) asked 
whether the hon. Gentleman would 
make such representation to the authori- 
ties in South Africa as would prevent 
the possibility of such an occurrence as 
the hiring out of political prisoners to 
the monopolists of the diamond mines. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I will bring the 
opinion which has been expressed by the 
hon. Member to the notice of the Secre- 
tary of State. 


The Native Rebellion in South Africa. 


Mr. BYLES: I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies if his 
official reports show that the death of the 
native chief Bambaata, now officially re- 
ported, will tend to check the alleged 
rebellion, or to increase the native dis- 
affection in South Africa. 
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Mr. CHURCHILL: The news which 


the Secretary of State has received shows 
that the Natal Government believe that 


the native disturbance will shortly be at 
an end; and that the death in action of | 


the native chief Bambaata will prove to 
have aided and accelerated its conclusion. 


Martial Law in Natal. 


Mr. BYLES : I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether now that some rebel chiefs have 
been killed while others have surrendered, 
and the native levies has been disbanded, 
there will be an immediate termination 
of the state of martial law in Natal. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: It is a matter for 
the Natal Ministers to decide how soon 
the state of martial law in that Colony 
may be terminated, 


Mr. BYLES asked whether His 
Majesty’s Government would request the 


Government of Natal to abolish martial | 


law at least in those provinces where they 
did not consider military operations 
necessary. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The inconvenience 
resulting from martial law in Natal falls 
wholly on the people of that Colony, and 
I cannot conceive that they would be 
willing to subject themselves to its 
onerous provisions a day longer than 
public safety demands. 


Mr. BYLES: I am not quite satisfied 


yet. Do the Government not consider 


that our responsibility to the native 
population imposes on us the duty of 


protecting them from the illegal tribunal | 


under martial law ? 


*Mr. SPEAKER: That is rather an 
argumentative Question. 


The Macedonian Budget. 


Mr. LYNCH (Yorkshire, W.R., 


Ripon): I beg to ask the Secretary of. 


State for Foreign Affairs whether he can 


state the amount of the deficit in the. 


Macedonian Budget for 1903, and the 
amount expended on military and on 
civil expenditure 
whether he can give similar figures for 


1904, and any estimate made by the, 


Financial Commission for 1906 under the 
above heads. 
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THE SECRETARY 1T0 THE 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. 
| Runciman, Dewsbury ; for Sir EDwarp 
Gruy): The deficit in the Macedonian 
Budget for the year ending March 13th, 
1906, was £687,855. The military 
expenditure for the same year was 
£1,303,161, and the civil expenditure 
£678,223. The deficit on the Macedonian 
Budget for the year ending March 13th, 
| 1907, has been estimated at £747,778. 
The military expenditure for the same 
year has been estimated at £1,344,690, 
a reduction of £636,210 on that of 1904, 
and the civil expenditure at £768,697. 
The Financial Commission have not 
furnished any statistics for the year 
ending March 13th, 1905. 


Massacres of Jews in Russia—British 
Opinion. 

Mr. STUART SAMUEL (Tower 
Hamlets, Whitechapel) : I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether he will inform the Government 
of Russia, prior to any steps being taken 
to establish closer ties of friendship with 
this country, of the views held by the 
British people concerning the massacre of 
Jews in Russia. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: The impression 
which has been made, and the sympathy 
which has been aroused, not only in this 
country, but everywhere, by disturbances 
and loss of life in Russia, is well-known to 
the Russian Government, and these are 

| not matters in which official diplomatic 
intervention is usual or desirable. 


Experiments on Living Animals. 

Mr. SMEATON (Stirlingshire) : I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department when the inspector’s 
Returns of experiments on living animals, 
| which are nuw overdue, are likely to be 
laid before the House; and whether he 
can see his way to expedite their sub- 
mission. 


*THE SECRETARY or STATE For 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. Guar- 
STONE, Leeds, W.): This Return is now 
in the printer’s hands, and it is hoped 
that it may be available by the beginning 
of next week. 


Workmen’s Compensation Insurances. 
Mr. WEDGW OOD (Newcastle’ 
under-Lyme) : I beg to ask the Secretary 


| 
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of State for the Home Department 
whether in view of the difficulty of in- 
suring compensation to some of the new 
classes compensated for accident and 
disease by the present Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Bill, based on individual re- 
sponsibility, and in view of the unneces- 
‘sary expense to which employers and the 
community are put by individual 
insurance with private companies, he will 
take steps to set up or advise a Royal 
‘Commission to consider the possibilities 
of collective or State insurance based on 
collective responsibility. 


Questions. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: I must refer the 


hon. Member to the speech I made on the | 


Second Reading of the Billt when the 
right hon. Baronet the Member for the 
Forest of Dean, moved, “ that this House 
desires such recognition and guarantee of 
insurance as to prevent the defeat of legal 
expectation of compensation created under 
the law.” I have nothing to add to the 
statement I then made. 


Prussian Cigarette Makers. 

Mr. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal Green, 
S.W.): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department whether 
he has any information respecting the 
expulsion of some 1,000 alien cigarette 
makers from Prussia ; and whether any 
considerable number of these persons are 
likely to come to this country. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: Ihave no informa- | 
tion on the statement contained in the | 
Question. Perhaps my hon. friend will | 
let me have any particulars on the sub- 
ject which have come to his notice. 


| re 


Convicts’ Licences. 
Mr. PICKERSGILL : | 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- | 
ment whether his attention has been | 
drawn to the dismissal, last week, by the | 
magistrate at the Thames Police Court, of | 
a charge of failing to report brought by | 
the police against an ex-convict on licence ; 
and whether, having regard to the fact 
that the publicity of such a charge | 
destroys a man’s chance of earning an | 
honest livelihood, he will instruct the 
police that a public prosecution for such 
an offence is not to follow as a matter of 
course, but that a proper discretion must 
be exercised. 
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*Mr. GLADSTONE: The hon. Mem- 
ber’s suggestion represents the existing 
practice. Licence-holders who fail to 
report are not prosecuted as a matter of 
course. Every case is carefully con. 
sidered on its merits, and the licence. 
holder is not charged if he can show any 
sufficient excuse for his failure to report. 
If there is any reason to think that a 
licence-holder was genuinely trying to 
make an honest living, this would have 
much weight in his favour. In nearly 
50 per cent. of the cases where an ex- 
convict fails to report and is apprehended, 
police court proceedings are not taken. 
In the present case, after inquiry into the 
facts, I am satisfied that the charge was 
| properly brought. In these circumstances 
no fresh instructions to the Police appear 
to me to be necessary. 


Merchandise Marks. 


Mr. SEDDON (Lancashire, Newton): 
I beg to ask the President of the Board 
of Trade whether his attention has been 
called to the evasion of the Merchandise 
Marks Act by the importation of parts of 
watches which do not bear the mark of 
the country of origin; and whether he 
can apply the Act to the goods stated. 


THe PRESIDENT or THE BOARD or 
TRADE (Mr, Luoyp-GrorgGe, Carnarvon 
| Boroughs): I am aware of the importa- 
tions referred to, but the Merchandise 
Marks Act, while prohibiting the applica- 
tion of false trade descriptions, nowhere 
prescribes the marking of all foreign made 
goods imported. If, however, the question 
lates to the fraudulent sale as English 
of watches made up of foreign made 
parts, the Board of Trade had been in 
communication with representatives of the 
watch trade, and have assured them that 
if a specific case is submitted to them in 
accordance with the regulations under the 
Merchandise Marks Act, it will be care- 
fully considered, 





Mr. PAUL (Northampton) asked 
whether the Merchandise Marks Act had 
not served as a gratuitous advertisement 
for cheap foreign goods. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I am sorry 
to say I believe that has been the case up 
to the present moment. 
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Glamorgan Education Authority. 
Lorp BALCARRES (Lancashire, Chor- 
ley): On behalf of the hon. Member for 
(travesend, I beg to ask the President of 
the Board of Education whether his at- 
tention has been called to an attempt 
made by the Glamorgan education 
authority to utilise the labour certificate 
examinations as a test of general school 
efficiency ; and whether this action is 
compatible with the regulations of the 
Board of Education, and what steps the 
Jourd propose to take to safeguard the 
educational interests of the schools. 


Tue PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD oF 
EDUCATION (Mr. BrrReExL, Bristol, 
N.): My attention has been called to this 
matter and the local education authority 
has been informed that the Board of 
Education cannot accede to any arrange- 


ment by which His Majesty’s Inspectors’ | 


examinations of individual children in a 
school for labour certificates shall be con- 
verted into a general examination of the 
whole school. 


Government Amendments to the Educa- 
tion Bill—Clause 4. 


Sir WILLIAM ANSON (Oxford Uni- | 


versity): I beg to ask the President of 
the Board of Education how soon the 
House will be in possession of the Amend- 
ments, or any of them, which the 
Government propose to make in the 
Education Bill. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I will see that the 


Government’s new provisions in respect | 


of Clause 4 will appear amongst the 
Amendments circulated on Saturday 
morning. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of London) | 


asked if, to afford opportunity for con- 
sideration of the Amendments before 
entering upon discussion of Clause 4 and 
to allow notice of Amendments to the 
Amendments, should such appear de- 
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Sheep Scab in Northumberland. 


Mr. TREVELYAN (Yorkshire, W.R., 
Elland): I beg to ask the hon. Member 
for South Somerset, as representing the 
| President of the Board of Agriculture, 
| whether, in view of the limited character 
| of the outbreaks of sheep scab of recent 
| 





years in Northumberland, he will consider 

| the sufficiency for the purpose of stamp- 
‘ing out the disease of enforcing drastic 
| fines and penalties on farms where the 
| disease is discovered, instead of continuing 
in force the Sheep Dipping (North of 
England) Order of 1906, which is appli- 
cable to all farms, whether affected or 
not, and is a source of widespread irrita- 
| tion. 


Sir EDWARD STRACHEY (Somer- 
setshire, S.): The suggestion made by my 
| hon. friend was considered by the De- 
| partmental Committeee on Sheep Scab 





'and also by the Board, but legislation 
| would be necessary in order to carry it 
| into effect, and I am afraid that the pro- 
| posal is not one which would commend 
| itself to Parliament. 

| 

| Sheep Dipping (North of England) Order, 
Mr. TREVELYAN: I beg to ask the 
‘hon. Member for South Somerset, as 
| representing the President of the Board 
of Agriculture, whether the attention of 
the Board has been called to the effect 
of the Sheep Dipping (North of England) 
Order, which requires that sheep which 
/have been dipped on or shortly before 
July 31st shall be dipped a second time 
before they can be sent to market or 
out of the dipping area after August 31st, 
unless they shall have been kept isolated ; 
whether he is aware that sheep cannot 
| be kept isolated on the hills of Northum- 
berland, because often there are no 
fences; whether he is further aware 
that to dip lambs twice, with only a 
short period between the dippings, is 
likely to cause them serious injury ; and 
whether he proposes to take any action 
_in the matter. 


sirable, the Government proposals could | 


be made known to the House on Friday. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN | 


said this was a reasonable request, and 
he would do his best to have the Amend- 
ments to the clause put on the Paper on 
Thursday night. But, of course, he could 
give no definite promise. 


Sirk EDWARD STRACHEY: The 
value of the dipping would be destroyed 
if sheep which have been dipped are 
not kept separate from undipped sheep, 
_and I am afraid therefore that we cannot 
-agree to any modification of the Order 
in this respect. The difficulty referred 
| to is, however, one that can be met by 
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the mutual co-operation of the flock- 
masters of the county. There is nothing 
in the Order which makes it necessary 
for lambs to be dipped twice within a 
dangerously short period. 


Questions. 


Irish Tenant Right. 


Mr. GINNELL: I beg to ask Mr. 
Attorney-General for Ireland in view 
of the fact that the tenants’ right to 
protection of his occupation, interest, 
and improvements in his holding under 
the Land Act of 1881 exists as a rule, 
and that cases in which it does exist 
are exceptional, will he state why the 
legality of confiscating that property 
under the Land Act of 1903 has not 
been tested before now; and what is 
the reason for leaving unsettled a 
question which arises in 
with almost every sale under this Act. 


Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL For) 


IRELAND (Mr. Cuerry, Liverpool, 
Exchange): The Act of 1903, as I 


have several times reminded the hon. 
Member, deals with voluntary agree- 


ments between landlord and_ tenant 
only. The legality of confiscating the 


property of tenants or of any other 


class in the community does not and 
cannot arise in connection with any sale | 


under the Act. 


Mr. GINNELL: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that for twenty-five 
years the law of the land has stood 
between landlords and tenants for the 
purpose of protecting the tenant from 
these so-called voluntary arrangements ? 


Mr. CHERRY: That may be so, but 
the Act of 1903 especially authorises 
them. 


Dog Licences. 


Mr. McKILLOP (Armagh, 8.) : I beg 
to ask Mr. Attorney-General for Ireland 
what is the practice in the petty sessions 
districts of Holywood, Bangor, and New- 
townbreda with regard to the stamping 
of dogs’ licences where more than one dog 
appears in one licence; what is the 
practice in these districts as to the 
cancellation of stamps; whether the 


number of dogs licenced in the above 
districts corresponded during the present 
and preceding year with the stamps 
affixed to the licences issued; whether 
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| the petty sessions clerk of the districts 
duly accounted, and, if so, when did 
/he account; and whether the petty 
/sessions clerk of these districts, in his 
accounting statement for these years, 
set forth such particulars as would show 
| the instances in which he did not affix 
| stamps in respect of dogs licenced, and 
| the instances in which he only affixed 
| stamps for one dog on licenses in which 
/more than one dog appeared. 


Mr. CHERRY : The Registrar of Petty 
| Sessions Clerks informs me that every 
petty sessions clerk is charged each year 
with the number of stamps which should 
have been placed on dog licences, as shown 
in the Register of Dog Licences. In 
this register is shown the number of 
_ licences issued and the number of dogs in 
each licence. The number of stamps paid 
for by the petty sessions clerk of Holy- 
wood, Bangor, and Newtownbreda, agrees 
with the number of licences issued and 
dogs licensed in the years 1905 and 1906. 
The petty sessions clerk was absent at 
Quarter Sessions during some days of the 
dog licensing period and the person 
acting for him neglected to aftix a second 
_dog stamp in some cases in which two 
dogs appeared in the same licence. The 
clerk subsequently returned to the head 
office dog stamps amounting to £4 12s, Od., 
stating that these were on his hands 
in excess of the proper amount. He had 
already been charged for these stamps 
and they were destroyed. All stamps 
affixed to dog licences should be cancelled 
on issue, but it is impossible to use them 
a second time under any circumstances. 


Trish Land Purchase—Cappaloughlin 
Estate, Queen’s County. 

Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, 
Ossory): I beg to ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether he is aware that agreements to 
purchase their holdings have been signed 
by the tenants on the Cappaloughlin, 
Queen’s County, estate of the Endowed 
Board of Commissioners on terms of 
twenty-three and twenty-five years’ pur- 
chase, including one year’s rent to 
November last, turf banks and cutaway 
bog also included, and that the tenants 
have since been informed by the agent, 
Mr. Franks, that they will be required to 
pay in addition for the turbary rights, in 
consequence of which a minority of the 
tenants have withdrawn from the sale ; 
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and will he see that the Estates Com- 
missioners shall inquire into this matter 
before sanctioning the sale. 


THE CHIEF SECRETARY For IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Bryce, Aberdeen, 8.) : The 
Estates Commissioners inform me that 
they are unable to identify the estate 
referred to as one in which proceedings 
for sale have been instituted before them. 
If the estate should come before them, 
they will make enquiries into the facts 
alleged in the Question. 


Mr. KILBRIDE (Kildare, S.): Will 
the right hon. Gentieman inform the 
Estates Commissioners that the terms 
agreed on are six or seven years’ purchase 
in advance of the average terms under the 
Act. 


Mr. BRYCE: I am willing to send to 
the Commissioners any information which 
the hon. Member thinks should be con- 
veyed to them. 


Longfield Estate, Mallow. 
Mr. FLYNN (Cork County, N.): 


Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether the 
Estates Commissioners have any informa- 
tion as to the proposed sale of the Long- 
field estate, Ballyclough, near Mallow ; 
and whether, in view of the fact that the 
landlord, Mr. R. E. Longfield, retains in 
his own hands the evicted farm of a man 
Lehane, the Estates Commissioners will 
decline to sanction the purchase agree- 
ment unless Denis Lehane, son of the 
evicted tenant, is reinstated on the lands 
now let to graziers. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that an originating 
application in respect of the sale of 
the estate in question was lodged 
with them on 9th February, 1906. The 
case of Denis Lehane will be duly con- 
sidered when the estate is being dealt 
with, The Commissioners have already 
approached the landlord’s agent on Le- 
hane’s behalf, but have been informed 
that the owner is not willing to sell the 
holding in which Lehane seeks to be 
reinstated, seeing that this holding is 
now incorporated in the owner’s farm and 
demesne. 


VOL. CLIX. [FourrH SERiEs.] 


I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the | 
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Mallow Evicted Tenant. 


Mr. FLYNN: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland, in reference to the case of 
Mr. Timothy O’Callaghan, Dromahane, 
Mallow, who was excluded from the 
purchase arrangement on the Newman 
estate, and since evicted from his holding, 
whether the Estates Commissioners have 
received a reply to the statement made 
by Mr. Newman, and which they trans- 
mitted to the tenant ; and, if so, whether, 
having regard to all the facts of the case, 
they are still of opinion that they should 
have excluded this holding from a large 
estate merely on the representation of 
the landlord that he intended to resume 
possession; and what steps the Commis- 
sioners propose to take in the matter. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that the matter re- 
ferred to in the Question is still under 
their consideration, and as various ques- 
tions of law may be involved which may 
be found to require judicial decision, 
they are unable to make any statement 
in regard to it. 


Mr. FLYNN: Although this Question 
referred to an individual case, I put it 
down for oral Answer, because I think the 
Estate Commissioners in this matter have 
acted entirely outside the scope of their 
duty. 


Irish Intermediate Board of Education 
ules. 


Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL (Kerry, 
W.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
he is aware that, under the Act of 1878 
constituting the Intermediate Education 
Board for Ireland, the Rules of that body 
must lie upon the Table of this House for 
forty days before they can come into 
operation ; and whether, seeing that 
secondary schools commence their school 
year some time about the middle of 
August and others in the beginning of 
September, and require to know some 
time beforehand what programme has 
been definitely decided on by the Board 
and that only a short time remains if the 
Rules are to lay upon the Table for forty 
days and come into operation some short 
time before the commencement of the 
school year, he will give notice to the 


G 
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Board that they adopt the Resolutions 
of this House and publish the revised 
Rules within a week, or, if not, that they 
must resign their posts, and that he will 
appoint a small provisional board to carry 
on secondary education until inquiry is 
made and a scheme adopted for placing a 
primary, secondary, and technical educa- 
tion in the hands of one board appointed 
by and responsible to the Irish people. 





Mr. LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid.): At 
the same time may I ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether, in view of the refusal of the 
Commissioners of Intermediate Education 
to submit new rules for the forthcoming 
examinations, he proposes to ask the 
House of Commons to rescind the Resolu- 
tion which was adopted on Monday, 
May 2lst ? 


*Mr. BRYCE: The fact is as stated in 
the first part of the Question. Since 
I answered a Question on this subject 
last week, the Board of Intermediate 
iducation have informed 
Government that they find it impossible 
to prepare a new set of rules in time 


to enable them to be approved by the | 


Lord-Lieutenant and lie forty days on the 


Table of both Houses before August ; | 


and that as the gravest inconvenience 
would be caused to the numerous schools 
which prepare pupils for the Board’s 
examinations if the programme of those 
examinations were not announced by the 


month of August, they conceive that | 
the only course open to them is to 


continue the previously existing pro- 
gramme, viz., that prepared in 1905 to 
be in force for 1906. 
propose to submit to the Lord- Lieutenant 
for his approval the rules for 1906 that 
they may be in operation for 1907, 
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the Irish | 


Lhey accordingly | 
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(Questions. 


Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.): Arising 
out of that reply I should like to ask 
whether the fact that the right hon, Gentle- 
man has now communicated to the House 
is the first answer sent in by the Board, 
or whether it is a fact, as stated in a 
leading Dublin newspaper, that the 
Board by a large majority declined to 
submit to the unanimous decision of the 
House of Commons, and absolutely 
refused to alter their rules ; also whether 
his attention has been drawn to the fact 
that the alteration proposed by this 
House is so simple that there could be no 
difficulty in carrying it into effect. 


*Mr. BRYCE: I have stated in my 
answer to the hon. Gentleman, which [ 
regret has not yet been circulated, as I 
intended it should have been, that com- 
munications were passing on the whole 
subject between the Government and the 
| Commissioners of Intermediate Educa- 
tion, and I cannot make any statement 
as to the correspondence. I am bound to 
say that from the communications that 
| passed, it is quite true that it would he 
more difficult than it appears at first 
sight to draw up anew set of rules con- 
sistent with the view that the Commis- 
sioners entertain, and considering the 
extreme technicality of the system under 
which these intermediate examinations 
are worked. I did not know until I 
looked into the matter how highly 
| technical it is, and I can understand the 
difficulty. 





Mr. THOMAS O'DONNELL asked 
whether upon the Board receiving notice 
that the rules were to be changed in three 
points of importance, the delay arose not 
because of the difliculty itself, but purely 
and simply because the Nationalist repre- 
sentatives wanted to have Trish put on an 
equality with French and German. 


This is a purely temporary expedient, | 


rendered necessary, in the opinion of the | 
Board, by the shortness of the time | 


available. It is hoped that the rules may 
be laid before Parliament in the time 


sufficient to enable the secondary schools | 
to go on with their work of preparation | 
In answer to the | 


in the usual way. 
Question of the hon. Member for Mid. 
Armagh I have only to add that it is not 


the case that the Commissioners have : : 
the right hon. Gentleman would guar- 
| antee that Irish should be placed in the 


| position they desired. 


refused to submit new rules. 





t See (4) Debates, elvii., 1072. 


*Mr. BRYCE: I do not think the latter 

part of the hon. Member's Question is 
| well founded. I think there is a real 
| difficulty. 


Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL asked 
| whether, if they agreed to allow the third 
| part of the changes dealing with domestic 
/economy to stand over for another year, 
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*Mr. BRYCE: I am sorry to say [| 
cannot guarantee anything. The hon. | 
Member seems to suppose that the rules | 
are made by the Irish Government. | 
They are not. | 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) : | 
May I ask whether it is not a fact that the 
delay renders it impossible for the Com- | 
missioners to submit these amended rules 
in time to lay them upon the Table of | 
the House for forty days before August, 
whether the delay of three weeks which | 
has already taken place is not entirely | 
due to the Commissioners themselves ; 
and, secondly, will the right hon, Gentle- | 
man state kow it is if there is not time to 
put the amended rules upon the Table 
there will be time to put last year’s 
rules upon the Table. Why cannot the 
amended rules be laid as well as last | 
year’s rules 4 | 


*Mr. BRYCE: I am afraid I have 
failed to explain the matter sufficiently. 
It is an extremely difficult thing to fit 
into their general scheme the alterations 
which have to be made in order to comply 
with the Resolution of the House. They | 
are of course willing to comply with the 
directions of this House, but find extreme 
difficulty in doing so, I think that is 
quite true, and if hon. Members would 
look into this matter they would under- 
stand that it is so. As regards the first 
part of the Question I do not think a 
certain amount of delay could be avoided, 
considering the position in which the 
Board was placed by the decision of this 
House. 


Mr. DILLON: Is it not a faet that 
the real difficulty arises from the decision | 
of the Commissioners to defy the decision 
of this House; and, further, is it not a 
fact that the decision of the Commis- 
sioners was communicated by them to a | 
Dublin newspaper and published three | 
weeks ago ! | 


*Mr. BRYCE: 
ever about a Dublin newspaper. 
not seen it and I do not think it is fair 
to the Board to say that that is the cause 
of the delay. The matter is one of very 
great difficulty, and I can quite under- 
stand it. 


I know nothing what- | 
I have 


Mr JOHN REDMOND: The sighs | 


hon, Gentleman has no control over this 
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Board, but the House is entitled to ask 
whether the Board, after the decision of 
this House, passed a Resolution defying 
| the action of the House ? 


Questions. 


*Mr. BRYCE: I have already stated 
that pending the completion of the 
correspondence that is going on between 
the Board and the Irish Government I 


/ought to make no further statement on 


the point. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND: Is that 
acting fairly to the House of Commons ? 
It decided by a unanimous vote a certain 
thing, and I ask whether one of these 


‘Irish Boards for which the right hon. 


Gentleman is not responsible passed a 


Resolution defying the action of this 
House. 
*Mr. BRYCE: That might be stated 


‘if they were defying the action of the 


House, but their communication to the 
Irish Government is one accepting the 
decision of the House and accepting the 
rules, 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND: I am very 
sorry to have to press this matter. Will 
the right hon. Gentleman answer—of 


| course if he refuses to do so there is an 


end of the matter—did the Board, after 
an unanimous decision of this House, pass 
a Resolution declining to act upon the 
decision come to by the House ? 


*Mr. BRYCE: [ean make no further 

statement on the matter. There has 
been correspondence between the Board 
and the Irish Government, but I am not 
now in a position to make any further 
statement. 


THOMAS O’DONNELL: Will 
Gentleman publish the 
minutes of the last meeting of the Board 4 


Mr. 


*Mr. BRYCE: No, Sir. 

Irish Tenant's Occupation Interest. 
Mr. GINNELL: I beg to ask the 
to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland if he aware that the 
accounts of some public salesmen in 
Treland show the value of the tenant’s 
| oceupation interest, including improve- 
/ments, in an agricultural holding to 
frequently equal and occasionally exceed 
the value of the landlord’s interest in the 


G 2 


is 
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holding ; and will he ascertain what has 
been the average price of this tenant’s 
property in normal cases in each county 
during the last ten years, in order to find 
a standard for the guidance of the Estates 
Commissioners and their inspectors. 


Questions. 





Mr. BRYCE: I am informed by the | 
Estate Commissioners that they, have no | 


information as to the matters of fact 
alleged in the first part of the Question, 
and have no means of obtaining the 


particulars asked for in the concluding 


Inquiry. 


Mr. GINNELL: Will the right hon. | 


Gentleman endeavour to obtain the in- 
formation ? 


Mr. BRYCE: I am afraid I have no 
means of doing so. I have no powers 
over the Estates Commissioners to compel 
them to give it even if they have it. 


Mr. GINNELL: 


on behalf of the Estates Commissioners 
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I beg to ask the) 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant | 
of Ireland do all or any of the inspectors | 
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/ment, I may refer the hon. Member to 

the Answers given to his Questions of 
May 14th and 23rd.7 

| Mr. GINNELL: The right hon. 
Gentleman has not answered my Question 
whether the tenant pays for his occupa- 

| tion interest in the price of the land. 


Mr. BRYCE: If the hon. Member 
| will refer to the Answer to his previous 
| Question, he will find my reply to this 
point. I can add nothing more. 


Headfort Evicted Tenants. 

Mr. MURPHY (Kerry, E.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the 
_Estates Commissioners have been able 
_to effect any settlement of the claims of 
| Denis Healy and Jeremiah Healy, of 
Headfort, county Kerry, as evicted 
tenants. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
\sioners inform me that the Report of 
their inspector on the McCartie Estate, 
upon which the persons named _ seek 
reinstatement, will come before them for 
ruling at an early date. 


set forth in their reports in respect of | 


each holding the value of the tenant’s | 


occupation, interest and improvement ; 
is this value deducted from the gross 
value of the holding to find the value 


of the landlord’s interest which is the | 
only object of the sale; is the price. 


calculated upon that interest exclusively ; 


if not, how is the promise kept that the | 


form of report would be adequate for 
this purpose ; and how are the Treasury 
and the tenant protected from paying for 


Irish Teachers’ Capitation Grants. 

Mr. MURPHY: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland if he can now make a state- 
ment as to expediting payments of capi- 
tation grants to teachers ; if not, what is 
the cause of the delay ; and if it is the 
case that the reform required in the 
matter of payment of this money could 
be carried out with very little difficulty 
and expense. 


that which is already the tenant’s own 


property. 


Mr. BRYCE: I beg to refer the hon. 
and learned Member to the instructions 
to inspectors which have been laid on the 
Table of the House. These instructions, 
and the form of report attached to them, 
set forth the matters on which the in- 
spectors are required to report. These 
include the tenant’s improvements as 
admitted, the value thereof, and the 
estimated gross and net fair rent. I am 


informed that no report is required as to | 
the value of the tenant’s occupation 
interest, and no deduction from the gross 
rent is made in respect of such interest. 
For further elucidation of the matter, 
so far as it is one of act and not of argu- | 


Mr. BRYCE: The Commissioners of 
National Education have made arrange- 
ments, with the sanction of the Treasury, 
to pay the annual residual capitation 
grant to the teachers in the month of 
April in future, that is to say, immediately 
after the expiration of the financial year 
to which the grant relates. The pay- 
ment of the grant in respect of services 
rendered by the teachers in the first 
three months of this year is to be made 
| forthwith. 


Irish Land Commission. 
Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, E.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
‘tenant of Ireland whether Mr. Wilkinson, 
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who was appointed in December, 1905, to 
an office in the Collection Department of 
the Irish Land Commission at a salary of 
£300 per annum, was an experienced 
land clerk, possessing skilled practical 
knowledge of Irish estate accounts ; and, 
if not, what are his special qualifications 
for the post. 


Mr. BRYCE: I am informed by the | 
Land Commission that the Answer to | 


this Question is in the affirmative. 


Irish Land Clerks. 

Mr. SLOAN: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland how many Irish land clerks have 
been employed by the Congested Districts 
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| made to stand aside for the sake of other 
| people. 

| Ballina Evicted Tenant. 
| Mr. HALPIN (Clare, W.): I beg to 
-ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
| Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that Michael Maloney, of Ballina, Laba- 
shuda, county Clare, a tenant on the 
| estate of the Hon. C. W. White, is not 
yet reinstated in his farm, although it 
| was inspected in April, 1905 ; whether, 
seeing that the greater part of the estate 
is now sold to the tenants, he will inquire 
what is the cause of the delay in rein- 
| stating Mr. Maloney; and at what ap- 
proximate date will the reinstatement 
take place. 


(Questions, 


Board since the passing of the Land Act | 


of 1903; and how many clerks and | 


assistants other than land clerks have 
been employed by the Board in connec- 


tion with the purchase and management 


of estates. 


Mr. BRYCE: I am informed that 
since the passing of the Land Act of 1903, 
the Congested Districts Board have 
engaged one land clerk, who was in the 
employment of the vendor of an estate 
which they had purchased. They have 


also engaged eight other clerks to assist | 


their land inspectors. Two of these 
have since resigned. Fifteen other 
temporary clerks have been appointed for 
estates business in the Dublin 
The Board have called up for competitive 
examination every applicant for 
temporary clerkship in their 


posts of clerk to land inspectors were 
tiled by competitive examination 
persons who had applied for employment. 


Mr. SLOAN : 
during the debate on the Act of 1902 
these land clerks were promised a prefer- 
ence for appointments, provided they 
made themselves fully qualified, and has 
not that pledge been completely ignored ? 


Mr. BRYCE: I do not know if that 
isso. I will look into the matter if the 
hon. Member will indicate when the 
pledge was given. 


Mr. SLOAN: It was given in 
debate. There was a distinct promise 
that these land clerks should be given 


Office. | 
a | 
Dublin | 
Office, and with one exception all the | 


of | 


Is it not the fact that | 


The Estates Com- 
missioners have made an offer to the 

land judge for the purchase of the 
estate in question, but it has not yet been 

| decided whether the offer will be accepted. 
The Commissioners are considering 
whether it may be possible to bring about 
the restoration of Michael Maloney. 


Mr. BRYCE: 


Dunmanway Estate -Coolsnagtig Evicted 
Tenant. 

Mr. EDWARD BARRY (Cork County, 
S.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
the negotiations for the sale of the estate 
of Mr. John Atkins, Dunmanway, are 
still in progress; whether he is aware 
that James Murphy, an evicted tenant at 
Coolsnagtig, is claiming reinstatement in 
the farm from which he was evicted ; and, 
if so, will the Estates Commissioners 
refuse to declare the Atkins property an 
estate unless Murphy be included among 
| the purchasing tenants. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that no proceedings 
‘for the sale of the estate in question 
‘have yet come before them, and they 
| have no knowledge of any negotiations 
| for sale which may be proceeding. The 
| Commissioners have, however, referred 
| the case of James Murphy to one of their 
‘inspectors with a view to effecting a 
settlement. 


Irish Land Commission Staff. 
Mr. SLOAN : I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
‘land how many land clerks have been 


employment, and yet they are now being | added to the staffs of the Irish Land 
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Commission since the passing of the 
Land Act of 1903, and how many of 
them are second divisional clerks, assistant 
clerks, third class Land Commission 
clerks, abstractors, and solicitors’ clerks, 
respectively ; and will steps be taken to 
give effect to the promise of the right 
hon. Gentleman the Member for Dover ; 
and to see that a fair proportion of Irish 
land clerks who have a special knowledge 
of the Irish land system will not be over- 
looked in favour of those less qualified. 


Questions. 





Mr. BRYCE: The Land Commission 
inform me that two clerks who had 
previously had considerable experience in 
land agents’ offices have been appointed 
to the staff of the department since the 
passing of the Irish Land Act, 1903. One 
of these gentlemen holds the position of 
estate management clerk in the Estates 
Commissioners’ office, and the other is 
assistant to the clerk in charge of the de- 
partment for the collection of interest in 
lieu of rent. Neither of these officers 
belongs to any of the grades of clerks 
mentioned in the question, The applica- 
tions of all persons who seek employment 
in the office of the Land Commission are 
carefully considered as vacancies arise. 


Mr. DELANY: Is it right that these 
land clerks should be recruited from rent 
offices in Ireland ? 


Mr. BRYCE said he had given what 
Answer the information in his possession 
enabled him to give, but he would look 
further into the matter if desired. 


Bandon Estate Evicted Tenants. 

Mr. EDWARD BARRY : I beg toask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether, seeing that the 
Bandon estate was sold subject to the 
understanding that evicted tenants on 
the estate, whether holding directly from 
the head landlord or middleman, were to 
be reinstated in their old farms, an 
inspector has yet visited the farm at 
Knockmeady, formerly held by Cornelius 
O'Donoghue ; and, if so, has any decision 
been arrived at regarding the reinstate- 
ment of the evicted tenant. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that the applications 
which have been received from evicted 
tenants on this estate, including that of 
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Cornelius O'Donoghue, have been referred 
to one of their inspectors for enquiry and 
report. 


Questions. 


Dunmanway Cottage Scheme. 


Mr. SHEEHAN (Cork County, Mid.): 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that in the recent scheme of cottages 
promulgated by the Dunmanway Rural 
District Council, and for which the Pro- 
visional Order has now become absolute, 
the representation of Michael Shea fora 
cottage and plot of land on the farm 
formerly occupied by Jeremiah Hallihan, 
and now held by a man named Cunnell, 
was amongst those recommended by the 
Local Government Board inspector ; that 
this applicant proved his claim to be a 
bona fide and a proper one before the 
Local Government Board inquiry; and 
that a majority of the district council 
since passed a Resolution excluding Shea’s 
application from the scheme; and 
whether, seeing that Shee’s application has 
been included in the Provisional Order, 
will the Local Government Board insist 
that he shall get his cottage and plot of 
land, 


Mr. BRYCE: I am informed that the 
fact is as stated in the first part of the 
Question. The cottage referred to was 
authorised by an Order of the Local 
Government Board in August, 1904. On 
May 15th, 1906, the rural district council 
unanimously decided to abandon the pro- 
posal to erect this particular cottage, 
upon the ground that Shea, the original 
applicant, had gone to America and that 
the present applicant belongs to the Mac- 
room Union. The Local Government 
Board do not propose to interfere with 
the action of the council in the matter. 


Bevan Estate, County Limerick. 

Mr. LUNDON (Limerick, E.): I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the Bevan 
estate, situate near Bruff, in the county of 
Limerick, has come before the Estate : 
Commissioners for sale to the tenants; 
and whether Messrs. James Butler and 
James Mulcahy, both evicted tenants on 
the estate, shall be considered in the pur- 
chase negotiations with a view to their 
reinstatement ; or whether the Estates 
Commissioners will send one of their in- 
spectors to interview the occupant of the 
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holdings, John Van Bevan, to ascertain if 
he be willing to resign the lands in favour 
of the evicted tenants Butler and Mulcahy. 


Questions. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that no proceedings for 
the sale of the estate referred to have yet 
been instituted before them. The Com- 
missioners will, however, have inquiry 
made into the cases of the two evicted 
tenants named, both of whom have lodged 
applications for reinstatement. 


Major McBride. 

Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether it was with the cogni- 
sance and permission of the police authori- 
ties that Major McBride was present in 
Dublin on June Ist. 


Mr. BRYCE: I am not aware of any 
reason why the permission of the police 
should be necessary to enable Mr. McBride 
to visit Dublin. 


Mr. LONSDALE: Is the right Gentle- 
man aware that Major McBride fought on 
the side of our enemies in the Boer War 
and was therefore guilty of high treason ? 


Mr. BRYCE: I have no information 
on that point. 


Rossmore Evicted Tenants. | 
Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY (Limerick, | 
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Mr. BRYCE: I am afraid it is im- 
possible to fix a time, as there is a good 
deal of work on hand. 


Questions. 


Nantenan Evicted Tenant. 


Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY: I beg to 
|ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that Mrs. Ellen Sheehy, evicted 
tenant, of Nantenan, in the county of 
Limerick, has arranged with her landlord 
to purchase her holding, and that the 
tenants on the estate have signed agree- 
ments to purchase ; under these circum- 
stances, will he ask the Estates Commis- 
sioners to give hera grant for the purpose 
of rebuilding the dwelling-house on the 
evicted farm, which is in ruins, and for 
stocking and working the land. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that, at the request of 
the vendor, they have intimated the sum 
they are prepared to advance to Mrs. 
Sheehy for the purchase of her former 
| holding. The Commissioners are not 
|aware whether an agreement between 
| Mrs. Sheehy and the landlord has yet 
| been arrived at, but if Mrs. Sheehy 
|should become the purchaser of the 
| holding they will consider the question of 
| making her a grant. 





Raheen Evicted Tenants. 
Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY: I beg to ask 


W.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary | the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
to the Lord - Lieutenant of Ireland | tenant of Ireland if he can say whether, 
whether he is aware that Simon Morrissey, | having regard to the fact that John 
who was in occupation of the farms of | Sheehy, William Ryan and Owen Sheehy, 
James Murphy and Laurence O'Connell, | of Raheen and Ballinaguile Croagh, in 
evicted tenants on the Shelton estate at| the County of Limerick, who were 
Rossmore, in the county of Limerick, left | evicted from their holdings in the years 
the country about two years ago, and | 1884 and 1887, are still out of possession, 
that the farms are since derelict; and | and that the farms are in the possession 
whether, under these circumstances, the | of the landlord, Colonel Rk. Conway, an 


Estates Commissioners will approach the 
landlord immediately with a view to their 
reinstatement. 


absentee landlord, he will take steps 
to see that the Estates Commissioners 
approach him with a view to bringing 





about a settlement. 





Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that they have received | Mr. BRYCE: I have already informed 
applications for reinstatement from the | the hon. Member that the Estates Com- 
persons named, and that they will have | missioners have received applications for 
the cases duly inquired into by one of | reinstatement from the three persons 
their inspectors with a view to effecting | named, and that the cases will be inquired 
a settlement. into by an inspector. Until the inspec- 

tor’s report has been received and 

Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY: When will | considered, the Commissioners are unable 
the Inspector make the inquiries 4 ' to decide what action they may take in 
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these cases. 
ber that the Estates Commissioners are 
doing their best to deal with all these 
cases. 


Knight of Glin’s Estate, Limerick. 


Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY: I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether, having 
regard to the fact that there is a number 
of evicted tenants on the Knight of Glin’s 
estate, in the county of Limerick, who 
have been out of their holdings for years, 
he will direct the Estates Commissioners 
to enter into negotiations with the land- 
lord to bring about their reinstatement. 


Mr. BRYCE: I beg to refer to my 
reply to the hon. Member’s Question of 
Wednesday last.t The Estates Commis- 
sioners are unable to say what action 
they may take until they have received 
and considered their inspector's report. 


County Limerick Evicted Tenant. 

Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY: I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he can say 
how many applications for reinstatement 
from evicted tenants in the county of 
Limerick the Estates Commissioners 
have received; and what action they 
have taken in regard to them, 


Mr. BRYCE: I am informed by the 
Estates Commissioners that applications 
have been received from 309 persons 
seeking reinstatement as evicted tenants 
in County Limerick. In eighteen cases 
the applicants did not come within the 
class of persons mentioned in Section 2 
of the Act of 1903. In twenty-six cases 
the applicants have been reinstated, and 
the remaining cases will be inquired into 
by the inspector who has been allocated 
to the district. 


Irish Lord Chancellor's Salary. 


Mr. FULLERTON = (Cumberland, 
Egremont): I beg to ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether, in order to provide additional 
funds for the Irish Labourers Act, he 
will reduce the salary of the Lord Chan- 
cellor of Ireland to £5,000, the amount 
received as salary in that capacity by the 
Lord Chancellor of England. 





t See (4) Debates, elviii., 938-9, 
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Mr. BRYCE: The Answer is in the 
negative. 


Questions. 


Mr. FULLERTON: Why? Are the 
| duties more onerous in the case of the 
' Trish Lord Chancellor than in the case of 
the Lord High Chancellor of England 1 


Mr. BRYCE: That is a Question of 


which notice ought to be given. 


Emigration from Ireland. 

Mr. DOLAN (Leitrim, N.): I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that the number of emigrants from 
Ireland during the past two months 
shows an increase over the corresponding 
figures for last year ; and to what cause 
does he attribute the increase. 





Mr. BRYCE: It is the case that the 
number of emigrants from Ireland during 
the past two months shows an increase 
over the number for the corresponding 
period of Jast year, but I have no 
information which would enable me to 
form a definite and positive opinion as 
to the cause of this increase. There are 
many causes, some of them operative 
in America and others here, which in- 
fluence fluctuations in the number of 
emigrants, 


Labourers Acts Loans—Rates of Interest 
in the North Dublin District. 

Mr. CLANCY (Dublin County, N.): 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether his 
aitention has been drawn to the fact 
that the rate of interest charged to the 
North Dublin Rural District on loans 
repayable in fifty years, under the 
Labourers Acts, is 4} per cent., with a 
sinking fund of 2 per cent., making in 
all an annual payment of 6} per cent. ; 
whether he will give a Return showing 
the rates of interest and repayment of 
principal prevalent in all the rural dis- 








tricts of Ireland in respect of labourers ; 
and whether, in view of the rates pre- 
valent in the North Dublin district, and 
other districts, he will consider the 
necessity of affording some relief from 
so heavy a burden. 


Mr. BRYCE: I am informed that a 
statement to the effect mentioned in the 
first part of the Question was made at 
a recent meeting of the North Dublin 
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Rural District Council. The fact, how- 
ever, is that the present annuity upon 
a loan of £100 repayable in fifty years 
is £4 17s. 2d. and not £6 5s. Od., as 
stated. Since the passing of the original 
Labourers Act of 1883, loans have been 
granted from time to time at varying 
rates of interest having regard to the 
Treasury rates in force for the time 
being. The rate of the annuity for a 
fifty-year loan has, during that period, 
varied from £4 ls. 6d. to £4 17s. 2d., this 
rate being dependent on the rate of 
interest charged, which has varied from 
3} to 4} per cent. A detailed Return 
such as is suggested would, I am informed, 
entail a considerable amount of labour 
without any corresponding advantage. 
The question of affording relief is one 
for the Treasury and had better be 
addressed to a Minister representing that 
department. 


Mr. HAYDEN (Roscommon, 8.) : 
Cannot the right hon. Gentleman 
promise a Return which will show 


in general outline the rates of interest 
for sinking fund of the whole period of the 
working of the Labourers Acts? We 
want a general summary—nota detailed 
teturn. 


Mr. BRYCE: I willsee if that can be 
done. Perhaps the hon. Member will 
draw up the form of Return he desires. 


Mr. FLAVIN (Kerry, N.): Can the 
right hon, Gentleman say why, for a loan 
of £20,000 sanctioned by the Board of 
Works last December, the interest charged 
was at the rate of £4 5s. per cent. where- 
as under the Bill of the right hon. Gentle- 
man the charge should be £2 15s. per 
cent. 


Mr. BRYCE: I must ask for notice of 
that Question. 


Irish Trade Statistics. 


Mr. THOMAS O'DONNELL: I beg 
to ask the President of the Board of 
Trade whether he has considered the 
necessity for adopting means for collecting 
statistics regarding Ireland’s trade with 
England and foreign countries; and 
whether, if this cannot be done under the 
law as it stands, he will introduce a Bill 
dealing with the matter. 


{20 JUNE 1906} 














(Questions. 194 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I have 
already informed the hon. Member in 
reply to a previous Question that there is 
no objection to publishing an annual 
Return if desired giving details of the 
Import and Export trade of Ireland 
carried on directly with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions and further that 
the Irish Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction are about to publish 
certain information as to the cross-channel 
trade which they have procured through 
harbour and port authorities. The Board 
of Trade and Customs Department have 
no power to require details of the value 
of the trade of Ireland which is carried 
on with or through Great Britain, and in 
view of the grave interference with trade, 
and of the expense which would be 
caused by the collection of such statistics, 
I am not prepared to introduce a Bill for 
the purpose. 


Mr. FLYNN: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that some twenty years 
ago the authorities at the Irish customs 
ports collected these statistics and gave 
returns ‘of imports and exports # 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : I will inquire. 


Alleged Disorders in the Church of 
England. 

Mr. FULLERTON : I beg to ask the 
Prime Minister what day the Report of 
the Royal Commission appointed to in- 
quire into alleged disorders in the Church 
of England may be expected. 


Tue PRIME MINISTER anv FIRST 
LORD or tHE TREASURY (Sir H. 
CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN, Stirling Burghs): 
I have nothing to add to the answer 
which I gave to my hon. friend the 
Member for the East Toxteth Division of 
Liverpool on May 28th. 


Mr. FULLERTON: What is the 
cause of the delay? Cannot the right 
hon. Gentleman press for the report ? 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
The Government have no control over 
the Commission. I can only convey to 
the House what the expectations of the 
Commission are. 


+See (4) Debates, elviii., 97. 








Selection 


The Unemployed Bill. 


Mr. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal Green, 
S.W.): I beg to ask the Prime Minister 
whether he can now say when the pro- 
mised Bill for amending the Unemployed 
Workmen Act will be introduced ; and, 
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in any case, whether it is the intention of | 
‘that there are thirteen Motions on the 


the Government to introduce the Bill in 
such time as will permit of its passage 
into law before the adjournment of the 
House. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I answered this Question yesterday. I 
am afraid I can say nothing definite at 
present. I do not think it is at all likely 
that the Bill will be introduced in time 
for passage through all its stages before 
the summer adjournment. 


Mr. PICKERSGILL: Does not the 
right hon. Gentleman recognise the 
extreme importance of giving local autho- 
rities time to make suitable arrange- 
ments ? 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Yes, I am quite aware of that, but then 
our time is limited. 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE asked if the Bill 
on passing would become immediately 
operative, 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
That will be considered. 


Colonial Vote. 

Mr. A. E. W. MASON (Coventry): I 
beg to ask the Prime Minister whether, 
in view of the necessity of securing in 
South Africa wider opportunities for 
British settlers, he will grant an early 
day for the further discussion of the 
Colonial Vote. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
There are other grounds besides these 
mentioned by my hon. friend. We will 
do our best to find a day, though I fear it 
cannot be an early day. 


*Sir J. DICKSON-POYNDER (Wilt- 
shire, Chippenham): Cannot the right 
hon. Gentleman give us 


ment will take action than we have 
received from the Under-Secretary 4 
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couraging assurance that the Govern- | 


| Accidents and Sudden Deaths Inquiry 
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(Standing Committees). 
Sr H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 


That hardly arises out of the Question on 


the Paper. 


Scottish Estimates. 
Mr. SMEATON (Stirlingshire) : I beg 
to ask the Prime Minister whether, seeing 


Paper challenging Votes in the Scottish 
Estimates, that not a single Vote has 
yet been passed, that ouly two and a half 
hours on Thursday, June 14th, were de. 
voted to discussion on these estimates, 
and that there are several matters of 
importance to Scotland, which can only 
receive attention during the discussion 
on the Estimates, he will grant another 
day for Scottish business. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
I am well aware that Seotland has had a 
scanty allowance of time, but [am afraid I 
cannot extend the promise I gave the 
other day. 


STANDING COMMITTEE ON LAW, &c. 
Ordered, That the Standing Committee 
on Law have leave to sit To-morrow 
during the sitting of the House for the 
consideration of the Workmen's Com- 
pensation Bill.—(Wr. Herbert Samuel.) 


DOGS BILL. 


Reported from the Standing Committee 
on Trade, &e., with Amendments. 


Ordered, That the Report do lie upon 
the Table, aud to be printed. [No. 207.] 


Ordered, That the Minutes of the Pro- 
ceedings of the Standing Committee be 
printed. [No. 207.] 


Ordered, That the Bill, as amended 
(in the Standing Committee), be taken 
into consideration To-morrow, and be 
printed. [Bill 264.] 


SELECTION (STANDING COMMITTEES). 

Sir WitttAM Brampton GURDON 
reported from the Committee of Selection, 
That they had discharged the following 
Member from the Standing Committee on 
Law, and Courts of Justice, and Legal 
Procedure, in respect to the Fatal 
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(Scotland) Bill :—Mr. M’Kinnon Wood ; 
and had appointed in substitution, Mr. 
Cleland. 


Report to lie upon the Table. 


PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE. 


Fifth Report brought up, and read ; to 
lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 


DUBLIN POLICE BILL. 
Ordered, That the Examiners of 
Petitions for Private Bills do examine 
the Dublin Police Bill with respect to 
compliance with the Standing Orders 
relative to Private Bills—(Vr. Bryce.) 


{20 JuNE 1906} 





NEW BILL. 


STRANGERS IN BLOOD INTER. | 
PRETATION BILL. | 
“To interpret the meaning of the 
term stranger in blood under the Legacy | 
and Succession Duty Acts,” presented by 
Sir William Bull; to be read a second 
time upon Monday, July 9th, and to be 
printed, [Bill 265.] 


| 

| 

EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) | 
BILL. | 

Considered in Committee. | 


(In the Committee.) 


[Mr. Emmott (Oldham) in the Chair. | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Clause 3 :— | 


*Mr. PIKE PEASE (Darlington) | 
moved to leave out the word “if” from | 
the beginning of sub-section (1), with the | 
object of subsequently moving other 
Amendments with a view to making the 
granting of facilities obligatory. The hon. 
Member suggested that they might have 
some statement from the right hon. 
Gentleman the Minister for Education 
with regard to the question as to whether 
religious teaching in the schools would 
or would not be given during school hours. 
Anyone who had a full knowledge of 
the question knew very well that a 
large percentage of the children would 
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not receive any religious instruction 
unless such instruction was given during 
school hours. One could imagine an 
English village school with the chil- 
dren inside, listening to those playing 
outside. He hoped and trusted in the 
interests of the children of the country, 
that the right hon. Gentleman would 
consider the possibility of making some 
statement upon the question that day, 
because it was of great importance in 
connection with the Amendment before 
them. Some time ago they had a 
division with regard to secular education, 
and he believed there were in one 
lobby sixty-two Members. That did 
not represent the feeling of the House 
and the country upon the question, but 
at the same time it showed that there was 
a deep feeling among the people in favour 
of religious education being given during 
school hours. If it was not obligatory 
for children to go to school to receive 


religious instruction there was no doubt 


at least one-third of them would receive 
no moral teaching in the schools at all. 
There was no Member of the House who 
could say that a mandate was given 
to the Liberal Party to do away with 
religious instruction during school hours, 
and he thought there were few hon. 
Members who would not prefer religious 
instruction in school hours. The Presi- 
3oard of Education had said 
that he intended the clause to be not 
a sham but a reality, and the Chancellor 
of the Duchy of Lancaster had supported 
that view. It was desirable that they 


i should have some definition in the Bill 


with regard to what “ extended facilities,” 
and “ordinary facilities” meant. The 
man in the street believed that every 
ordinary school would have these facilities, 
but members of the Committee knew that 


| there was no foundation for such a state- 


ment. The local authority need not 
take over a school at ail, and there 
was no provision for compelling local 
authorities to make the granting of 
facilities a condition of the arrangement. 
He hoped the right hon. Gentleman 
would be able to say whether this teaching 
would be given in school hours and that 
the clause would be made mandatory. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 2, line 24, to leave out the word 
‘if’ "—( Mr. Pike Pease.) 
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Question proposed, “That the word 
‘if’ stand part of the clause.” 


Tur PRESIDENT oF THE BOARD or 
EDUCATION (Mr. Brrrett, Bristol, 


N.) said the hon. Member had referred to | 
Clause 6, which provided that “the | 
parent of a child attending a_ public | 


elementary school shall not be under any 


obligation to cause the child to attend | 


at the schoolhouse, except during the 
times allotted in the time-table exclusively 
to secular instruction.” 
desired to know whether the Government 
contemplated any alteration of the provi- 
sions of that clause. All he could say 
was that upon that point the Government 


were perfectly willing when they came to | 


Clause 6 that the question should be 
fairly and fully considered in such a way 


as to secure, if possible, that the children | 


should be required to attend. That was 
not a view that met with special favour 
in his mind, because he had always been 
of opinion that, if they wished to make 
the conscience clause really effective, they 
ought to make it easy for the child as well 
as for the parent to claim exemption. For 
that reason he favoured the clause in the 
form in which it now appeared. But 
there was a great deal of feeling the 
other way, and when the Committee came 
to that clause the fullest opportunity 
would be afforded for considering the 
question—it might be upon a Govern- 
ment Amendment, although as to that 


he had not yet come to any definite | 


conclusion ; but he thought that in all 
probability the Committee would have an 
opportunity of considering the question 
on a Government Amendment. At all 
events, the whole question would be 
open for consideration and there would 
be no attempt whatsoever to take the 
clause as it at present stood as representing 
the view of the Government upon this 
important point. With regard to the 
amendment proposed by the hon. Gentle- 


man, he did not think the clause as it at | 


present stood was in any way open to any 
other objection than that there was no 
obligation upon the local authority to 
take a school at all. That was the gap 
of which so much had been heard. That 


gap was always in the mind of the. 
Government ; they knew perfectly well | 
it was there, and he thought it would be 
found that in his speeches he had not 
used language inconsistent with that state- 
The Government always contem- 


ment. 
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|plated that there was no obligation 
| whatever on the local authority to take 
over a school, but they always contem- 
| plated that the schools would be willing 
|to come over, and that the authorities 
would be desirous to take them ; and that, 
when that was done, these facilities should 
be made a compulsory condition of their 
'being taken over. They did not intend 
that a local authority should refuse to 
take a school because if it did it would 
have to grant facilities. That was not 
the intention of the Government, nor was 
it the effect of the clause ; but by either 
a new clause or a new sub-section he would 
_make it perfectly plain that the local 
authority, if it did take over a school, 
must grant these facilities, and _ also, 
possibly, say how it was to proceed to 
‘take it over. He wanted to make it 
perfectly clear, however, that the Govern- 
ment could not, and did not, propose to 
take away from the local authority the re- 
sponsibility of providing for its own school 
requirements, and that they could not 
make it compulsory on the local authority 
to take over a school simply because 
one was there. It would be ridiculous 
to impose on the local authority the 
obligation of making suitable provision if 
they did not leave them free to say what 
suitable provision was. Subject to these 
considerations he hoped a way had _ been 
found to bridge over the gap. The 
Amendment could not be accepted. 
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Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of Lon- 
don) said that the statement just made 
by the right hon. Gentleman was a most 
important one. But he wished to begin 
his remarks by thanking the right hon. 
Gentleman for the concession he had 
made, rather, as he gathered, against his 
own natural inclination, to the very 
strong feeling which undoubtedly existed 
both in and out of the House. He did 
not regard as so satisfactory the state- 
ment of the right hon. Gentleman on the 
difficult problem of how to ensure that 
there should be these religious facilities 
'given in schools, if they left, as the 
| Government now desired to leave, a dis- 
cretion to the local authority. He was 
‘not sure that the statement now made 
by the right hon. Gentleman squared 
with, he would not say his previous 
speeches, but the impression which those 
|speeches had left on the minds of the 
/Committee. He certainly was under 


‘the impression that, when the right 
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hon. Gentleman made the promise | coercive effect on the other party to the 
that he would, on the Report, transaction. 

stage, bring forward an Amendment | ° 

to bridge over the gap between Clause 1} *THE CHAIRMAN said that he 
and Clause 3, it carried with it an obliga-| was afraid that the right hon. Gentleman 
tion on the local education authority totake | was getting very wide of the question 
over those schools which consisted of build- | before the Committee. The right hon. 
ings fit for educational purposes. There ; Gentleman seemed to be opening up the 
was a common agreement on both sides | whole question of the Bill and not the 
of the Committce that it would be most particular Amendment before the Com- 
unjust to compel the local authority to mittee. 

take over schools which were so seriously 

defective that, obviously, the proper course; Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he quite 
was to build a new school ; but he thought agreed with the Chairman’s ruling. He 
the Government agreed with them in only wanted to show that he thought the 
thinking that, subject to that exceptional right hon. Gentleman had withdrawn from 
qualification, there was to be an obliga-| the pledges he had given to the Com- 
tion on the local authority to take over mittee. 

voluntary schools. Now he understood 

the Government had withdrawn from *THE CHAIRMAN said he wanted the 
that. [MINISTERIAL cries of “No.”| | right hon. Gentleman to confine his ob- 
He looked that morning at the imperfect | servations as far as possible to the 
report, as all reports of their proceedings | facilities given under Clause 3. 

in Committee were imperfect, in Zhe | 

Times of what the right hon. Gentleman, Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he would 
said last night, and he certainly gathered, confine his observations to the religious 
both from the speech which he had just | side of the question. There were two 
made and from the words that fell from | points in which the mandatory character 
him last night, that he did not propose of religious facilities was really not given 
to require local authorities to take by anything which the Government had 
over schools in all cases, not even promised either upon this or any other 
in those, necessarily, where the school ¢lause. 

was fit for educational purposes. He 


— be F fer cng is Roig > Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.) said that the 
: ” phir siggy re discussion had been from the start entirely 


clear up for ever certain ambiguities 5 
en P i Sutes out of order. The Amendment, so far as he 
which seemed to attach to the utterances : ° 
could understand it—and it was not easy 


of the Government on the subject and . : : 
, to grasp its bearing—was intended to 


the doubts which were very widely . ae «os 
: make the granting of facilities for religious 
spread on both sides of the House. He 3 => 5 


: : instruction mandatory in all cases where 
did not think the Government had made = aad tio ne over by the local 
it qui ar ar as this gap wi -|" : ea 
” = oon sg lh x raped ay 4 Was con’ authority. But if a school were taken 
cerned, exactly what 1t was they meant : ler Cl: 9 h f th 

; : over under Clause 2, on the terms of the 
to require the local authority to do. But : . yes « 
trustees, the granting of facilities under 
there was another gap the true character | , . 

: o. . .,.| Clause 3 was mandatory as the clause stood. 
and importance of which he did not think Wheee the hen, Masber senead tetas 
the right hon. Gentleman appreciated. asin maaan ‘tte: Sie Dale Deieaediieaaiaimell 
Supposing the trustees of a school said ot hi ; y vseisdiae msdn: dale: aineain 
they would rather not enter into any |. "akan ed rsp cine «4% ia 
arrangements with the local autnority, tee “ Cle he eo The peas of 

“+ | back use 2. 2 q 


then, under Clause 8, the fate of that 
school was handed over to the Commission | Whether a school could be taken over 


of Three, who had power to impose con- had to be settled under Clause 2; but 
ditions of transfer upon the voluntary | SUPPpos!ng the question was settled 
school, but not to impose conditions | Under that clause, then Clause 3 be- 
of reception or acquisition on the part of | Came mandatory. If, under Clause 2, the 
the local authority. That was a separate school was taken over, the Board must 
and quite distinct gap in the scheme of | give the facilities. He was surprised that 
the Government, for this one-sided impo- | the subtle intellect of the noble Lord the 
sition of terms had no corresponding | Member for East Marylebone could not 
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realise that point, but there was no doubt 
that the first gap was in Section 2. He 
quite agreed in the importance attached 
by the Leader of the Opposition to the 
terms of the Amendment of the Govern- 
ment which was to be put upon the 
Paper in regard to Clause 2, but he did 
not think that it would be orderly or 
profitable to discuss the question now. 
He hoped and had no doubt that that 
Amendment would be put upon the | 
Paper in good time for them to consider 
and discuss it. The real point they were 
now discussing was whether this pro- 
posed Amendment increased the man- 
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datory or the compulsory force of Clause 
3. He could not see that it did, and 
he thought that hon. Members should | 
address themselves to Clauses 6 and 8 | 
in regard to this question, because even | 
if the Amendment were carried, the | 
clause would have no more effect than | 
it had at present. 

*Mr. BUTCHER (Cambridge Univer- | 
sity) said he found himself unable to | 
agree with the hon. Member for East | 
Mayo. There were two “ifs” which | 
stood between the owners and_ the | 
acquisition of these special facilities. | 
One was “if” the school had been 
transferred—they had nothing to say 
about that question now, because they 
had dealt with it under Clause 2—but 
there was another “ if,” namely, “if” the | 
granting of these facilities had been made 
a condition of the transfer, either under 
an arrangement between the owners and | 
the local authority under Clause 2 or | 
under a scheme made by the Commission 
of Three under Clause 8. He ventured 





being given. 
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Government assumed that they could 
safely rely upon owners and trustees 
to make the condition part of the bar- 
gain. But a further gap which the 
right hon. Gentleman did not notice 
was far more important and it was with 
this they were nowconcerned. The local 
authority might make it a condition 
of the transfer that these facilities 
should not be granted. That was what 
they had to guard against. In either 
case, whether under Clause 2 or Clause 
8, the local authority had the final word 
in deciding the question. In one of his 
speeches last night, the Minister for 
Education had assumed that in every 
case where the transfer took place facilities 
would be given. He only appealed to 
the right hon. Gentleman to give effect 
‘to that assumption. They had not 
heard from Ministers what would happen 
if an authority objected to the facilities 
Ministers had assumed 
'that they would be given. Why not, 
therefore, say in the Bill that they 
should be given? It might be said 
that this would show an undue distrust 
of local authorities. He did not think 
so. They could not forget that there 
had been speeches made recently, only a 


| few in the House but a good many out- 


side, revealing a hardness and want of 


'sympathy which inspired a certain dis- 
trust, he 
| authorities as a whole, but of certain 


would not say of local 


individuals who, flushed with the pride 


(of political victory, were prepared to 
‘drive hard bargains, even in regard to 
matters of conscience. 
ito the Minister for Education to allow 
this matter of facilities once and for all 


He would appeal 


—although he was not a lawyer—to say | to be lifted above the region of wrangling 
that without the assent of the local | and placed outside local politics. More- 
authority these facilities could not be | ove-, what was meant by « facilit’es.” 

made a condition of the transfer. Hence, | It was all ob-cure and vague. Were 
unless the Government accepted the | ' they to be given during the timein 
proposed Amendment of his hon. friend | which the local authority had the control 
the Member for Darlington, they had | of the school? He imagined that that 
no assurance whatever that the facilities | was so, because otherwise the owners 
would ever become a condition of the | could get quite as much without claiming 
transfer. The Minister for Education | pw facilities at all out of school hours. 
last night said that there were two gaps; | Again, was the Cowper-Temple instruction 
the second gap which he discovered being | | to be given concurrently with the special 
that if the owners or trustees did not | facilities and at the same hour? That is 
make facilities a condition of transfer|to say, were those who did not desire 
there might very truly be a difficulty.| want the special facilities to get the 


The right hon. Gentleman observed that | Cowper-Temple instruction as an alterna- 
this was a somewhat small gap, for the | tive. 


Mr. Dillon, 


A third point was whether 
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denominational teaching might be given 
every day of the week provided no 
child received it more than twice a week ? 
The question of facilities had been solved 
elsewhere, although he had a certain 
hesitation in referring to the subject, 
because the Minister for Education had 
deprecated any allusion to the experience 
of other countries. The Secretary for 
India, however, not very long ago said 
that— 

“ Serious persons must reflect that whilst we 
are wrangling over unnecessary issues, our 


German and other rivals are straining every 
nerve to have real education.” 


Well, what happened in Germany? In 
Germany there was a dual system; 
on the one hand there were a certain 
number of mixed schools containing 
children of different denominations. The 
parents of these children had not a con- 
ditional but an assured right to the 
religious instruction they desired being 
given in school hours and by competent 
teachers. But the mixed system was 
quite exceptional. The ordinary system, 
however, was that of strictly denomi- 
national schools, where children were 
educated in their own creed. This 
prevailed wherever there was an ade- 


quate number of children of one 
denomination and was almost universal. 
Some years ago Liberal feeling in 


Germany was rather against the de- 
nominational system, but experience 
had shown that the denominational 
were so superior to the mixed schools 
that he would mention opinion was 
now in favour of the denominational 


schools. The only other country was 
Ireland. He could not help being im- 
pressed with the marked contrast 
between the religious tolezation in 


matters of education that obtained in 
Ireland and the singular intolerance 
that existed in England. 
might be the faults of Ireland in other 
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gave it might be either the school 
teacher or someone, cleric or layman, 
brought in from outside. And in Ireland 
precisely the same thing occurred as in 
Germany ; the denominational schools 
vastly preponderated. The theory in 
Ireland was that of combined secular 
and separate religious instruction; but 
in practice the denominational system 
better satisfied the consciences of the 
people. There were 8,500 national 
schools in Ireland and only 1,829 of 


these were mixedschools. After all, 
“facilities” were only a second best 
expedient. That was the first lesson to 


be drawn from the experience of other 
countries. They were useful as a sub- 
sidiary arrangement to meet practical 
difficulties or to satisfy theoretical 
grievances, but they were not in them- 
selves a sesurity for a sound religious 
education. Secondly, the general intrusion 
of amateurs was dangerous to the dis- 
cipline of schools. Thirdly, in so far as 
mixed schools were carried on with any 
success, it was by the employment of 
the school teachers in the school hours, 
and, moreover, by opening up the right 
to all denominations alike. His infer- 
ence, therefore, was that Clause 3 was 
useful as an adjunct and supplement 
to Clause 4, hut that Clause 4 ought to 
be largely and generously expanded. 


THE SOLICITOR-GENERAL — (Mr. 
Rosson, South Shields) said the 
Amendment made a small but very 


important change in the clause. As the 
clause now stood the arrangement 


between the local authority and the 
trustees of voluntary schools was to be 
a voluntary arrangement. The Amend- 
ment proposed to put into that voluntary 
atrangenent a compulsory term. That 
was not, in his opinion, the most con- 





Whatever | 


ways, in her educational system she | 
| facilities for special privileges; the Amend- 


had managed to find a concordat. She, 
too, had a two-fold method answering to 
Clauses 3 and 4 of this Bill. 
“vested” schools, which corresponded 
roughly to the “provided” schools 
in England, a right of entry was allowed. 
It was not a matter of bargaining ; and 
the religious instruction so given was 
that which was approved of by the 
parents or guardians. The teachers who 


venient mode of conducting or concluding 
a voluntary negotiation. At present the 
trustees might or might not demand 


/ment proposed that they should be 
In all the 


compelled to do so. The short answer 
to the hon. Member was that the Amend- 


/ment proposed to incorporate a com- 


pulsory term into a voluntary negotiation : 
that was not the most desirable way of 
conducting a voluntary negotiation, and 
they had no need to travel to foreign 
| couatries to discover that, 
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Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, §,) 
said he desired to say one word upon 
the effect of Clause 3 as it would be 
if amended on the lines proposed by 
his hon. friend. The hon. Member 
for Cambridge University had _ said 
that he regarded Clause 3 as an im- 
portant addition and complement to 
Clause 4, but really in the practical appli- 
cation of this Act Clauses 3 and 4 dealt 
with totally different classes of schools. 
Clause 3 was the one slight hope which 
was left to the rural schools of the 
country. Clause 4 could not apply in 
its present form to the rural schools. It 
was Clause 3 which would govern the 
rural school system. The hon. Mem- 
ber for East Mayo did not believe 
the Amendment was necessary, because 
the trustees under Clause 2 and 
subsequent clauses would have the 
power to make the granting of these 
facilities a compulsory part of the transfer. 
That, he thought, was not so. The Solici- 
tor General had just said that this ar- 
rangement was to be voluntary, but the 
hon. and learned Gentleman did not even 
know his own Bill, because in Clause 2 the 
Government made the part relating to 
the transfer compulsory. When they 
were discussing Clause 2 they sought to 
add a sub-section to sub-section (a) 
making not only maintenance but the 
granting of facilities a compulsory re- 
sult of the transfer. That Amendment 
was resisted successfully, hon. Gentle- 
men opposite point to Clause 3 as the 
means for securing the desirod result. It 
was therefore only to Clause 3 that they 
had to look for the provision of these 
religious facilities in the rural schools. 
His hon. friend had asked, and he hoped 
that the question would be answered, 
as it was very important that 
the Committee should be given 
an idea of the way in which these 
facilities were to be granted, because if 
they were not to be made mandatory 
it would be a cause of very great irri- 
tation and difficulty in the country 
districts. It was for that reason that the 
Opposition the other day pressed on the 
Government, with ultimate success, 
the contention that this House should 
accept, and not transfer to the 
local authority, the responsibility 
of deciding whether or not those 


religious facilities should be granted. 
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He could well conceive a local edu- 
cation authority, moved, as they un- 
doubtedly would be, by the arguments 
which had been frequently expressed in 
this House, being led in some cases to 
vary their action. But if this clause were 
made mandatory, and the Amendment 
of the Government took the form which 
they most certainly thought it would take 
and which the report of the debates of the 
time justified them in believing was then 
intended, namely, of imposing upon the 
local authority the obligation of granting 
these facilities provided the schools were 
fit and efficient for educational purposes, 
then the whole of the religious contro- 
versy would be removed from the local 
area. Otherwise the local authority 
would not be able to avoid discussing 
these controversial questions. If his hon. 
friend’s Amendment were adopted, they 
would lay down what was to be the prin- 
ciple to guide the local authorities in 
future. That the granting of these 
facilities should be an obligatory part 
of the bargain was the least measure of 
justice that could be granted. He had 
hoped the Minister for Eduvation would 
have told them something about the 
scheme ofthese facilities, as to which the 
Committee were in ignorance. No doubt 
the Government had some definite idea as 
to a scheme which, if the right hon. Gentle 
man would take them into his confidence, 
would help the Committee in discussing 
the clause. He hoped all those who be- 
lieved that, in common justice, when a 
voluntary school was transferred it 
should be an obligation that religious 
facilities should be granted would not be 
led away by any doubt as to the meaning 
of Clause 2 or the effect of Clause 3 in its 
present form, but would see that the 
scheme could be carried out in no other 
way than by adopting the Amendment 
of his hon. friend, or something very 
much like it. This was the least measure 
of justice that could be given to those 
schools which had done such invaluable 
work for the children of the country, 
which work they were anxious to 
continue, only asking that they should be 
treated with fairness. 


and Wales) Bill. 


Mr. BIRRELL said they could not— 
as he thought the hon. Member for East 
Mayo quite accurately pointed out— 
consider any provisions that might be 
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hereafter proposed for bridging over 
the gap of Clause 2. It could not be 
done on Clause 3. There was a gap, 
and it was the intention of the Govern- 
ment that there should be that gap. 
But he had promised to introduce, at 
the termination of the Committee stage 
on Clause 4, words which very possibly 
would alter the situation very much, 
because the four-fifths schools might 
be fully provided for by and under that 
clause, and the gap in that case filled 
up. It would then remain to consider 
the filling up of the gap generally; 
but it would be out of order to attempt 
to do it on this clause. The Govern- 
ment did not want to make it absolutely 
compulsory that, in the case of every 
school that was taken over under Clause 
3, the granting of these denominational 
facilities should be made a condition, 
because it would be found in the case 
of a good many of those schools, when 
their trusts came to be examined, that 
they ought not to have a denomina- 
tional character at all. The Amend- 
ment was quite unnecessary, unless it 
were considered rather in the way in 
which the right hon. Gentleman who 
had just sat down construed it as making 
it obligatory upon the local authority —— 


Mr. WALTER LONG said that what 
he desired to make clear was that where 
the transfer of a voluntary school took 
place, the granting of religious facilities 
should be as obligatory as was the 
burden of expenditure which was made. 


Mr. BIRRELL said this seemed to 
him to be a very narrow point. He 
quite agreed, and he had already said 
so, that it was certainly not intended 
that when a local authority wanted to 
take over a school they should make 
it a condition that, if the facilities in 
question were insisted on, they would 
not take over the school. That was 
not the intention of the clause, and he 
could not conceive that it was the effect 
of the clause as it stood. But he was 
perfectly ready to consider that ques- 
tion and to make it perfectly plain that 
if the local authority wanted to take 
the school, and if the trustees wanted 
to have facilities, then facilities there 


should be. 
VOL. CLIX. [Fourru Serigs.] 
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said there seemed to be some mis- 
apprehension on this point. The ques- 
tion was this : supposing there was a local 
education authority that did not want on 
conscientious grounds to grant special 
facilities under Clause 3, it could avoid 
the obligations which the right hon. 
Gentleman thought rested upon it by 
refusing to take over the school. They 
were discussing the point undersome disad- 
vantage, because they did not quite know 
what the right hon. Gentleman’s clause 
was going to be. There were two ways 
in which the local education authority 
could avoid its obligation. They could 
refuse to take the school over on these 
grounds, and the matter might be argued 
before the Commission. They might 
succeed in persuading the Commission, 
but they were perfectly safe in any case, 
because the Commission could not put 
upon them anything unless they con- 
sented. The second way of avoiding 
their obligation was not to make it a 
condition of arrangements—that was to 
say, not a condition of the voluntary 
agreement. The Solicitor-General, differ- 
ing entirely as he understood from the 
Minister for Education, regarded it as 
very desirable that it should be a matter 
of arrangement and discussion between 
the trustees and the local education 
authority. He did not understand that 
to be the view of the Minister for Educa- 
tion, and the only way to avoid the 
difficulty was to say that it should not be 
a matter of discussion between the two 
whether the facilities should be granted 
or not. It was an important point, and 
he understood the right hon. Gentleman 
admitted it. 


Mr. BIRRELL said he would consult 
with the noble Lord as to the best words to 
carry it into effect. 


Mr. A.J. bALFOUR said the remarks of 
the Minister for Education were very 
satisfactory, because there was certainly 
an impression left on his mind, and, he 
thought, upon other minds, that the 
statement the right hon. Gentleman 
made to-day was not in harmony with 
that which he made the other day. 
From the previous statement they clearly 
etinaioal that one condition only was 


H 
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to be permitted to interfere with the 
necessity of taking over a voluntary 
school, but to-day he understood the 
right hon. Gentleman to give a much 
larger concession. Was there intended 
to be any difference between the two 
statements? If not, what was the 
nature of the loophole which would 
enable the local authorities to escape 
from making this arrangement ? 
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future of education was bound up in the 
discretionary power and rights of the 
local education authorities, and they 
regarded with the very gravest misgiving 
any tendency to yield to the very in- 
genious and able arguments advanced 
from the other side. Those arguments were 
based upon the one contention that 
the Party opposite desired to maintain 


/on a permanent footing and with the 


sanction of the law the denominational 


*Mr. CHANNING (Northamptonshire, | system in this country. What they 


E.) said it was obvious that a great deal 
of the discussion was wasted because they 
had not before them the exact terms of 
the Amendment to Clause 2 foreshadowed 
by his right hon. friend. But the Amend- 
ment now before the House raised a 
perfectly clear and intelligible issue, and 
he did make an appeal to his right hon. 
friend in the strongest terms. The 
right hon. Gentleman had already 
somewhat strained the allegiance of many 
of his strongest followers in the House 
of Commons by the Amendment which 
he had promised, placing as it would 
the discretion of the local education 
authority at the disposal of the Board of 
Education. He could assure his right hon. 
friend that many of his supporters who had 
sat silent on the Ministerial Benches with 
the view of helping the Bill forward, and 
they intended to do so to the utmost of 
their power, had listened tothe foreshadow- 
ing of that Amendment with much doubt 
and misgiving. He hoped that in Clauses 
3 and 4 his right hon. friend would show 
some firmness and some adherence to the 
general principles of the Bill, upon which 
he had obtained the power he now exer- 
cised as Minister for Education and upon 
which the Government had obtained their 
great majority. On the Ministerial side 
they were as anxious as hon. Members 
opposite to facilitate the advance of 
education by securing real peace in the 
schools on this religious question. 
He had not the slightest doubt that 
in dealing with village schools the local 
authorities would exercise generosity, 
discretion, and wisdom, but he warned 
the Minister for Education that he 
would strain to a dangerous point 
the allegiance of his followers if he 
consented to this whittling away of the 
discretionary power of the local educa- 
tion authorities in dealing with these 
vital issues under the Bill. The whole 


Mr. A. J. Balfour. 





wished was to treat the present denomi- 
national schools and their teaching with 
as much generosity and forbearance as 
possible. It was for that reason that he 
welcomed this clause as a fair solution, 
just as much as he was determined to 
vote against Clause 4 in whatever form 
it finally assumed. 


Lorp BALCARRES reminded the 
Committee that the President of the 
Board of Education had already given 
them a promise that in cases of properly 
equipped sanitary schools the local 
education authority would have to grant 
facilities if demanded. 


Mr. BIRRELL: But the point my 
hon. friend was referring to is in regard to 
bridging the gap. 


Lorp BALCARRES said that if there 
was anything in the statement of the 
President of the Board of Education 
that he proposed to fill up the gap 
which existed in Clause 3 by making 
Clause 4 mandatory then the hon. Member 
for Kast Northamptonshire might have 
something to say on Monday next. The 
value of those facilities was largely 
governed by Clause 6. There was no 
provision in Clause 3 as regards school 
hours. The Minister for Education had 
told them that Clause 6 was going to 
be amended—— 


Tue CHAIRMAN: Will the noble 
Lord kindly confine himself to the 
Amendment. 


Lorp BALCARRES said he wished to 
discuss the question of facilities, and they 
depended upon what was going to be 
done in Clause 6. In the event of Clause 
6 being amended, he wished to know if this 
specia) denominational instruction would 
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actually be given out of the hours of 
compulsory school attendance. This 
was a point to which they attached very 
great importance. 


THE CHAIRMAN : 
arise at this stage. 


That does not 


Mr. SAMUEL ROBERTS (Sheffield, 
Ecclesall) desired to thank the right 
hon. Gentleman the Minister for Educa- 
tion for his very satisfactory assurances 
as to what he would do when they 
reached Clause 6. Two points had 
troubled the owners of voluntary schools ; 
one was that the children should be 
allowed to go free during the hour for 
religious instruction, and the second 
was as to the teachers having the 
option of giving religious instruction. 
With regard to the Amendment, what 
they wanted was that if the owners and 
trustees of voluntary schools required 
these facilities under Clause 3 they 
must be given. If that was made 
clear by the Amendment, Members on 
that side would be satisfied. 


Mr. SAMUEL EVANS (Glamorganshire, 
Mid.) said that if they went much farther 
in the direction in which the Minister for 
Education had gone, they would find the 
Bill being voted for consistently by 
Members of the Opposition and voted 
against by those sitting on the Ministerial 
side. The Amendment made the clause 
tead absolutely absurd. He understood 


that the Minister for Education was going | 


to lead his supporters into the Lobby 
against the Amendment. He was in 
favour of the clause as it stood at present. 


They had got into a great many of these | 


muddles by discussing other clauses and 
promised Amendments which were not 
before the Committee, but the essence of 
this clause, and indeed the essential 
principle of the whole Bill, was that the 
local education authority should not be 


compelled to do certain things, and that | 


it should be in their discretion to do 
certain things. The essence of the 
clause was that the local authority should 
be able to enter into an arrangement 
with the owners of voluntary schools, and 
if they did, then they were to have power 
to grant these facilities. The meaning of 
the clause was perfectly clear. The 
object of the Amendment was to place 
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(compulsion upon the local education 


authority. He voted for the Second 
Reading upon the basis that these were to 
be matters of arrangement between the 
local education authority and the owners 
of denominational schools. Upon those 
grounds he should vote against the 
Amendment. If there was any more 
compulsion put upon the education 
authority he should certainly be com- 
pelled to abstain if he did not vote 
against the Government. This was all 
to be a matter of arrangement, and it was 
absurd to hold out these hopes to the 
other side. 


Sirk GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) 
said the discussion had shown that the 
Opposition were justified in the argu- 
ments they had put forward in regard to 
this clause. They assumed that the 
Minister for Education was quite sincere 
in granting facilities to religious de- 
nominations in connection with voluntary 
schools, and they assumed that the facili- 
ties would be real and notillusory. Ifthe 
children were not compelled to attend, 
and if the teachers were not obliged to 
teach them, the intentions of the Govern- 
ment would be nullified by the oper- 
ation of Clauses 6 and 7. They were 
appealing to the Government that 
Clause 3 should be so amended as to 
make it certain that the declared inten- 
tion of the Government would be carried 
out. Members of the Opposition assumed 
that the intention of the Government 
would not be carried out by the clause in 
its present form. He thought they all 
clearly understood that if a local authority 
desired to take over a school, and the 
trustees desired to hand it over, facilities 
should be compulsory—that was to say 
that the local education authority should 
give the facilities. 


Mr. BIRRELL: If they are asked for. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER said that as 
this was now understood, the discussion 
had produced great good. If there 
was any confusion in the minds of hon. 
Members opposite regarding the clause 
the Minister for Education had taken the 
opportunity of clearing up that misunder- 
standing. In the minds of hon. Members 
on the Opposition side of the House, 
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there had been a complete lack of under- 
standing on the matter until it was cleared 


up. They expressed their deep satisfaction | 


that they had secured what they wished 
for, and what the Government intended to 
grant. 
in a sense the property of those who 
founded them, who gave most of the 


money for them, and who through many | 
years under trying conditions supported | 


out of their own pockets, with very little 
help from the State, the education which 


was for the good not only of Church of | 


England children, but of Nonconformist 
children, and the children of the poor who 
had no faith at all. 


Mr. HARWOOD (Bolton) said the 
remarks of the hon. members for East | 
Northamptonshire and Mid-Glamorgan- | 
As he. 
understood the matter the Minister for | 
Education had done no more than give | 
assurances which would make quite. 


shire were quite uncalled for. 


sure what everyone understood to be 
his intention. 


heard the speech of the Minister for 


Education who did not understand it to | 


be his intention that, provided the local 
authorities thought it desirable to take 


over the schools, and provided the owners | 


of the schools desired to have these 


facilities, it should not be within the | 


power of the local authorities to refuse 
them. He must protest against the 


Government being threatened in this | 


childish and tragic way. 


{COMMONS} 
by the Minister for Education. He did 


The voluntary schools had been | 


He did not think there | 
was a single person in the House who. 
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not quite agree with the interpreta- 
tion which the Leader of the Opposition 
had been putting on the words of the 
Minister for Education. The right hon. 
Gentleman stated distinctly what hon. 
Members on his side of the House under- 
stood to be his intention. The Leader 
of the Opposition put it this way— 
“If you grant that a voluntary school is 


structurally fit, then the local education author- 
ity must take it over.” 


He said No. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: If desired by 


‘the trustees. 


Mr. HERBERT said that if there was 
a large provided school built with the 
view of meeting the future needs of 
the neighbourhood, surely it could not 
be right from the point of view of the 
public interest that the trustees of a 
non-provided school should be able to 
say, ‘‘ You must take it over, although 
from the point of view of the educational 
interest, you do not require it.” That 
/was the sense in which the Minister 
for Education was understood on that 
\side of the House. The right hon. 
Gentleman had clearly given an under- 
taking that a school should not be 
refused simply because it was a de- 
nominational school. If the owners of 
|a voluntary school made it a condition 
of handing it over that facilities should 
be provided, it would not then be open 
'to the local authority to say that they 
would not comply with that condition. 


Mr. HERBERT (Buckinghamshire, | 


Wycombe) said he understood that the | 
position desired to be met by the Amend- | 


ment was this. There was, let them 


suppose, a voluntary school which, from | 


a sanitary point of view, was suitable, 
and which from the point of view of edu- 


cational necessity and economy the local | 


authority would be willing to take over ; 
but the local authority said to the trustees 
that they did not mean to have any 
denominational instruction given in the 
school, and, therefore, the trustees made 
it a condition that they would not hand 
it over unless the local authority gave 
them the right to facilities for denomina- 
tional instruction under Clause 3. He 
understood that such a case would be 
clearly covered by the undertaking given 


Sir Gilbert Parker. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said the speech 
of the hon. Member for the Wycombe 
Division brought out exactly the point 
on which there was still some slight 
‘doubt in the minds of those who heard 
‘the debate the other day, and who 
listened to the statement of the Minister 
'for Education. He certainly thought 
‘that the right hon. Gentleman went 
further than the hon. Member. A 
‘local authority might find that they 
‘had accommodation at their disposal 
‘in which all the children in a district 
could be received. There was, how- 
ever, a denominational school in the 
district which, let them say, was a per- 
‘fectly fit structure. According to 
his view of the Government pledge, the 
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needs of denominational education| the schools. If the Amendment were 
would be safeguarded by making it! adopted it would be in the power of the 
compulsory for the local education owners or trustees of the school to call 
authority to take over that second | upon the local authority at some future 
school ; but according to the view of the time to make a different arrangement 
hon. Member for the Wycombe division, | from that agreed upon at the taking over 
the Government had entered into no/ of the schools. He hoped the Minister 
such undertaking. It was evident that | for Education would stick to the Bill, and 
there was really a material difference that while he tried to conciliate members 
between these two versions as to what | opposite he would not disregard a large 
the Government intended. The hon. | body of feeling on his own side of the 
Member had clearly put forward his | House. 
conception of the pledge. He hoped | 
he had not less clearly put forward) *Mr. LEIF JONES (Westmoreland, 
his view of it. He hoped the matter) Appleby) said that the point raised by the 
would be cleared up by the Minister of Amendment was not of such importance 
Education. | as was represented. It was thought that 
pressure might be put by the local 
Mr. DILLON asked whether it was | authority on the trustees to waive the 
or was not open to the Committee now | condition they had the power to make 
to discuss the terms of the pledge given | as to facilities for religious teaching, and 
by the Government in regard to Clause 2. | that it might be conveyed to them some- 
| how or other that if they insisted on that 
THe CHAIRMAN : It is not open to | condition the school might not be taken 
the Committee to discuss that subject. | over. Therefore it was proposed to make 
‘the condition mandatory. He submitted 
Lorp MORPETH (Birmingham, 8.) said | that the Bill dealt with the matter in a 
that under the present Act the difficulty | better way than the Amendment. If they 
alluded to by an hon. Member had | wanted the school, the local authority 
already arisen in one of the divisions of | had the power to go to the Commissioners 
Buckinghamshire. He had in his mind | under Clause 8. There might be circum- 
the case of a small village with two | stances in which it would be well to allow 
schools—one British and one Church of | the trustees to waive the conditions and 
England. It was obvious that from the hand over the school. There might be 
educational point of view it was a bad | circumstances in which the local authority 
method of educating the children. | would hold it to be undesirable to continue 
a school as a denominational school. 
THe CHAIRMAN: That is the same For instance, in a village in which nine- 
question again. It is really not in order, | tenths of the population were Non- 
because the matter does not come under | conformists, it might be better to make 
the terms of this Amendment. | provision for the denominational teaching 
‘ofa tenth of the children outside the 
Mr. ASHLEY (Lancashire, Blackpool) | schools rather than build a new school. 
said the Minister for Education had stated | He could not conceive that the law would 
that the granting of facilities should be | ever compel a local authority to take over 
optional. He reminded the Committee | a denominational school in a case of that 
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that the right hon. Gentleman in his 
speech on the First Reading of the Bill, 
when referring to Clauses 2 and 3, said 
that the facilities were to be of a com- 
pulsory character. 


Mr. LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Sleaford) 
said he objected to the Amendment 
because it took away from the local au- 
thority.the power to manage their schemes. 
The Bill as it stood referred to the ar- 





Tangements made at the taking over of 


kind. Without addressing any minatory 
language to the Minister for Education 
he ventured to suggest that his own 
scheme of a Commission to consider on 
what terms a trust school was to be 
taken over was a better method than 
that proposed in the Amendment. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he hoped 
the right hon. Gentleman the Minister 
for Education would clear up the point 
at issue. 
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Mr. BIRRELL : aid that he had under- 
taken to bring in an Amendment in the 
best words that could be found as soon 
as they had disposed of Clause 4. He 
could not go into the matter now without 
a much longer statement than he was in- 
clined to make at that moment. The only 
undertaking which he had given was in 
reply to the Amendment of the hon. 
Member for Oxford University, as to 
making it obligatory on the part of 
the local authorities to take over the 
voluntary schools. He did then 
admit that it was impossible for the 
Government to consider a one-sided 
obligation of that sort, without a corres- 
ponding obligation on the part of all 
owners of voluntary schools to hand 
over their schools to the local authorities 
if the local authorities wished it. It 
was, therefore, a double-barrelled ob- 
ligation. That was all the promise he 
had made ; and he was not bound by any 
promise or kind of obligation other than 
that. Then he went on to say that, if 
it could be arranged without destroying 
the educational responsibility of the 
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local authorities, he was anxious to secure 
that no local authority should refuse to 
take over the proper voluntary school 
simply and solely because of the religious 
facilities and obligations which would be 
attached to it under Clauses 3 and 4, 
That was all that was in his mind. After 
Clause 4 was disposed of, the Government 
would introduce such words as might be 
necessary for that purpose. 


Mr. PIKE PEASE said he wished to 
withdraw his Amendment, which had 
called forth two statements of the greatest 
importance from the Minister for Educa- 
tion, viz., in regard to religious education 
being given in school hours and also in 
regard to making that power mandatory. 


Leave to withdraw Amendment being 
refused— 


Question’ put. 


The Committee divided—Ayes, 387 ; 
Noes, 99. (Division List No, 139.) 


Abraham, Wm. (Cork, N.E.) 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Allen, A.Acland (Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Ambrose, Robert 

Armitage, R. 

Ashton, Thomas Gair 
Atherley-Jones, L. 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker, Joseph A. (Finsbury, E.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barker, John 
Barlow,JohnEmmott(Somerset 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Barnes, G. N. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Barry, E (Cork, 8.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Beauchamp, E. 

Beaumont, Hubert(Eastbourne 
Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) 
Beck, A. Cecil 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, W.(T’w’r Hamlets,8.Geo. 
Bennett, E. N. 

Berridge, T, H. D. 

Bertram, Julius 

Bethell, J.H.( Essex, Romford) 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon ) 
Billson, Alfred 


AYES. 


Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Black, ArthurW.(Bedfordshire) 
Blake, Edward 

Boland, John 

Polton, T.D.(Derbyshire, N.E.) 
Boulton, A. C. F ( Ramsey) 
Bramsdon, T. A. 

Branch, James 

Bright, J. A. 

Brocklehurst, W. D. 
Brunner,J.F.L.(Lancs., Leigh) 
Brunner, SirJohnT. (Cheshire) 
Bryce, Rt. Hn. James (Aberdeen 
Bryce, J.A.(Inverness Burghs) 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Buckmaster, Stanley O. 
Burke, FE. Haviland- 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Burnyeat, J. D. W. 

Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Buxton, Rt. Hon. SydenyChas 
Buxton, Rt. Hon. SydneyChas. 
Byles, William Pollard 

Cairns, Thomas 

Cameron, Robert 

Carr-Gomm, H. W. 
Causton,Rt. Hn. RichardKnight 
Cawley, Frederick 

Chance, Frederick William 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Clarke, C. Goddard 





Cleland, J. W. 


Clough, W. 

Coats, Sir T.Glen (Renfrew, W.) 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Cogan, Denis J. 

Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Cooper, G. J. 
Corbett,CH.(Sussex ,E.Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Cory, Clifford John 

Cotton, Sir H. J. &. 

Cowan, W. H. 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 
Crooks, William 

Crosfield, A. H. 

Crossley, William J. 

Davies, David(MontgomeryCo.) 
Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, M. Vaughan- (Cardigan 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. (Howell (Bristol,S.) 
Delany, William 

Devlin, Chas. Ramsay (Galway 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, 8.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh.) 
Dickinson, W.H.(St.Pancras,N. 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dillon, John 

Dobson, Thomas W. 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Donelan, Captain A. 
Duckworth, James 

Duncan,C. (Barrow-in- Furness), 
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Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) { 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Dunne, MajorE.Martin( Walsall | 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Ellis, Rt. Hon. John Edward 
Erskine, David C. 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Essex, R. W. 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Faber, G. H. (Boston) 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ffrench, Peter 

Field, William 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 
Findlay, Alexander 

Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Furness, Sir Christopher 
Gardner,Col. Alan(Hereford,S. ) 
Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A. H. 

Ginnell, L. 

Gladstone, Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn | 
Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Danie! Ford 

Grant, Corrie 

Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Gulland, John W 

Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Hall, Frederick 

Halpin, J. 

Hammond, John 

Harcourt,Rt. Hon. Lewis 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) H 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 
Hart- Davies, T. 

Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harwood, George 

Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hazelton, Richard 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson, J.M.(Aberdeen,W.) | 
Herbert, Col. Ivor (Mon., S.) 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hogan, Michael 

Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hooper, A. G. 
Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset,N. | 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Horridge, Thomas Gardner 
Hudson, Walter 

Hutton, Alfred Eddison 
Hyde, Clarendon 
Illingworth, Percy H. 
Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 
Jackson, R. S. 

Jacoby, James Alfred 
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Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 
Jowett, F. W. 

Joyce, Michael 

Kearley, Hudson E. 


| Kekewich, Sir George 


Kennedy, Vincent Paul 


| Kilbride, Denis 
| King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 


Kitson, Sir James 
Laidlaw, Robert 

Lambert, George 
Lamont, Norman 


| Layland-Barratt, Francis 


Lea, HughCecil(St. Pancras, E.) 
Leese,SirJosephF.( Accrington) 


| Lever, A. Levy( Essex, Harwich) 


Lever, W. H.(Cheshire, Wirral) 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 


| Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 


Macdonald, J.M.(FalkirkB’ ghs) 
Maclean, Donald 

Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
Macpherson, J. T. 

Mac Veagh, Jeremiah (Down,S.) 
MacVeigh, Chas. (Donegal, E.) 
M‘Arthur, William 

M‘Crae, George 


M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 


M‘Kenna, Reginald 
M‘Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 
Mallett, Charles E. 
Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Marnham, F. J. 

Mason, A. E. W. (Coventry) 
Massie, J. 

Meagher, Michael 


| Meehan, Patrick A. 


Micklem, Nathaniel 

Mond, A. 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 
Montagu, E. 8. 

Montgomery, H. H. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Morley, Rt. Hon. John 


| Morrell, Philip 
| Morse, L. L. 
| Murnaghan, George 


Murphy, John 


| Murray, James 


Myer, Horatio 


| Napier, T. B. 
Newnes, Sir George (Swansea) 


Nicholls, George 

Nicholson, Chas. N.( Doncaster) 
Nolan, Joseph 

Norman, Henry 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
Nuttall, Harry 
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O’Brien, Kendal(Tipperary Mid) 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 

O Connor, James(Wicklow W.) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N. ) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 
ODoherty, Philip 

O‘Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 
O’ Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 

O’ Dowd, John 

O'Grady, J. 

O'Hare, Patrick 

O’ Kelly, James( Roscommon,N) 
O'Malley, William 

O’ Mara, James 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Palmer, Sir Charles Mark 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paulton, James Mellor 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Perks, Robert William 
Philipps,Col.Ivor(S’ tham pton) 
Philipps,J. Wynford(Pem broke 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pollard, Dr. 

Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C. E. (Edinb’ gh,Central) 
Price Robt. John(Norfolk, E.) 
Priestley, W. E. B.( Bradford, E.) 
Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 

Rea, Walter Russell (Scarboro’ 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond,John E. (Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Rees, J. D. 

Rendall, Athelstan 

Richards, Thos. (W. Monm’th) 
Richards, T.F.(Wolverh’mpt’n 
Rickett, J. Compton 

Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts,John H. (Denbighs.) 
Robertson, Rt. Hn. E.( Dundee) 
Robertson,SirG.Scott( Bradf’rd 
Robinson, 8. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roche, John (Galway, East ) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rogers, F. E. Newman 

Rose, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Walter 

Russell, T. W. 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel, HerbertL.(Cleveland) 
Searisbrick, T. T. L. 

Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann, Chas. E.( Manchester 
Scott,A.H.(Ashton under Lyne 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Seely, Major J. B. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B) 
Sheehan, Daniel Daniel 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Silcock, Thomas Ball 
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Sinclair, Rt.Hon. John 

Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thomas F, (Leitrim) 
Snowden, P. 

Soares, Ernest J. 

Spicer, Albert 

Stanley, Hn. A. Lyulph(Chesh, 
Steadman W. C 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Summerbell, T. 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Thomas,Sir A. (Glamorgan, E.) 
Thomas, David Alfred(Merthyr) 
Thompson, J.W.H.(Somerset, E 
Thorne, William 

Tomkinson, James 








Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster, Rt.Hn.Hugh O 
Ashley, W. W. 
Aubrey-Fletcher,Rt.Hn. Sir H. 
Balearres, Lord 
Baldwin, Alfred 
Balfour, RtHn A.J.(CityLond.) 
Balfour Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John 8. Harmood 
Baring, Hon. Guy(Winchester) 
Barrie, H.T. (Londonderry, N.) 
Beach, Hn.MichaelHugh Hicks 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 
Bowles, G. Stewart 

sridgeman, W. Clive 
Brotherton, Edward Allen 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Carlile, E. Hildred 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Cave, George 
Cavendish, Rt. Hon. VictorC. W. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, LordR.(Maryleyone,E.) 
Coates, E. Feetham (Lewisham 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 
Craig, Chas. Curtis (Antrim, S.) 
Craik, Sir Henry. 
Dixon, Sir Daniel 
Doughty, Sir George 





Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
*Mr. MASSIE (Wiltshire, 


objected to the expression 
special character,” 


facilities provided by this 


Clause 4, and moved to delete it and 
insert “in accordance with the pro- 


as describing the re- 
ligious instruction to be given ‘under the 
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Torrance, A. M. 
Toulmin, George 


Ure, Alexander 

Verney, F. W. 

Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Walker, H. D. R. (Leicester) 
Wallace, Robert 

Walsh, Stephen 

Walters. John Tudor 

Walton, Sir John L. (Leeds, S.) 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Ward, John(Stoke-upon-Trent) 
Wardle, George J. 

Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason, JohnCathcart(Orkney) 
Waterlow, D. S. 

Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 
Whitbread, Howard 

White, George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, E. R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whitehead, Rowland 


NOES. 


Du Cros, Harvey 

Duncan, Robert( Lanark, Govan 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fardell, Sir T. George 

Fell, Arthur 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Fletcher, J. S. 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Haddock, George R. 
Hamilton, Marquess of 


Hardy,Laurence(Kent,Ashford | * 
| Smith, F. E. (Liverpool, Walton 
| Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
| Starkey, John R. 


Hervey, F.W.F.( BuryS. Edm’ds 
Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 
Hill, Henry Staveley (Staff’sh. ) 
Hills, J. W. 

Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Kennaway, Rt.Hon.SirJohnH. 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt.HonCol. W. 
Lane-Fox, G. R. 

Lee, ArthurH.(Hants., Fareham 
Liddell, Henry 

Long, Col. Chas. W. (Evesham) 


Long, Rt.Hn.Walter(Dublin,S. | 


Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) 
M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Middlemore,JohnThrogmorton 
Morpeth, Viscount 

Muntz, Sir Philip A. 

Nicholson, Wm. G (Petersfield) | 
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Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarth’n 
Williamson, A. (Elgin & Nairn) 
Wills, Arthur Walters 
Wilson,Hn. C.H.W.(Hull W.) 
Wilson, Henry J. (York W. R.) 
Wilson, John (Durham Mid) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, S.) 
Wilson, J. W. ( Worcestersh. N 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Wood, T. M*Kinnon 
Woodhouse,SirJ.T.(Huddersf'd 
Young, Samuel 

Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Whiteley and Mr. J. A, 


Pease. 


° 


| Nie ld, Herbert 
| O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Parker, SirGilbert (Gravesend) 


| Parkes, Ebenezer 
| Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlington) 
| Percy, Earl 


Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Rawlinson, John Frederick P. 


| Remnant, James Farquharson 
| Roberts, S. (Sheffield, Ecclesall) 
| Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 


Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Saunderson,Rt.Hn.Col. Edw.J. 


Stone, Sir Benjamin 


| Talbot, Lord. E (Chichester) 


| Talbot, Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxf’dUniv. 
| Thomson, W.Mitchell-( Lanark) 
Thornton, Percy M. 

Vincent, Col. Sir C. E. Howard 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 


| Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 


Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Wilson, A.Stanley( York, E.R.) 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B.Stuart- 
Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
Younger, George 


| TELLERS FOR THE Noges—Sir 


Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 


Cricklade) | visions of the trust deed.” He wished 
“of some|to know whether some limit could 
not be put upon the variety of the 
religious instruction. It was impor- 


clause and 





tant that the character of this religious 
instruction should be specified as defi- 
nitely as possible, as leave to give ig 
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would be part of the lease; and it 
seemed bette to define it according to 
the trust deeds than leave it to be 
wrangled about or to be interpreted 
by the Courts. These deeds usually 
described the instruction in a simple and 
definite form, such as “in accordance 
with the teaching of the Church of Eng- 
land” or the “doctrines of the Roman 
Catholic Church.” The only reason for 
these facilities was respect for the trust 
deeds, and this object might be frustrated 
by the ambiguity of the phrase, since the 
parents of four-fifths of the children might 
capture particular schoolsforan alien faith. 
These were the reasons for which he 
asked the Government to give the Com- 
mittee a more exact definition of “ re- 
ligious instruction of a special character,” 
and that was the main purpose of his 
Amendment. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 2, line 25, to leave out the words ‘ of 
some special character,’ and insert the words 
‘in accordance with the provisions of the trust 
deed.’”—(Mr. Massie.) 


Question proposed, ‘That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 
clause.” 


Mr. LOUGH said the object of this 
Amendment was to obtain some clear ex- 
planation of the words “some special char- 
acter.” It was suggested that they might 
possibly get something somewhat clearer 
than the words in the Bill. But they 
had had an illustration of the difficulty 
of doing that in the speech of the hon. 
Member who moved the Amendment. 
The hon. Gentleman suggested the words 
“in accordance with the provisions of 
the trust deeds,” but in a great many 
cases there were no trust deeds at all. 
The hon. Member did not tell the Com- 
mittee the way out of the difficulty. 
Then again in many cases the trust- 
deed did not define clearly what the 
nature of the religious instruction was 
to be, and they would in those cases 
have to trace from other sources the 
growth of the religious teaching that 
existed. That was a great difficulty 
of which the suggestion in the Amend- 
ment would not get rid. Another 
difficulty was the change of the tone 
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of the religious teaching in this country. 
He submitted that all these difficulties 
were exceedingly well met by the happy 
expression which the Government had 
incorporated in the Bill, and he did not 


| see his way to accept the Amendment. 


*Mr. AUSTIN TAYLOR (Liverpool, 
East Toxteth) did not consider that the 
explanation of his hon. friend had 
altogether disposed of the difficulty. In 
the Act of 1902 the question of trust 
deeds came up, and a special provision 
was inserted by the House of Lords 
with regard to them. In the Act of 
1902 the bishops or other ecclesiastical 
authorities were given as the court of 
appeal to decide whether the religious 
instruction given in a school was or was 
not in accordance with the provisions 
of the trust deed. When that Act was 
in Committee he moved an Amendment 
that the court of appeal should be the 
Privy Council, but it was rejected. Under 
this Bill provision was going to be made 
for religious instruction of a special 
character. That was all they knew 
about it; trust deeds were not men- 
tioned ; no particular religion was named ; 
they did not even know the hemisphere 
from which the religion was to be drawn. 
It was upon that that he asked, Was there 
to be any appeal in case of dissatisfaction 
on the part of the parents of the children 
who attended the school? Who was going 
to decide after the bargain was made? 
Supposing that in a particular school 
special facilities for evangelical teaching 
were given, and the people woke up to the 
fact that a Roman Catholic in the guise 
of a Churchman had taken the place of the 
Evangelical clergyman, was there to be any 
court of appeal to decide whether the provi- 
sions of the special facilities had been com- 
plied with, and as to whether the children 
were getting the facilities which the local 
authority bargained they should get? 
It ought not to be left in doubt, especi- 
ally owing to the very serious changes 
which were taking place in the Church. 
He wanted to know from his hon. 
friend, not whether he was prepared to 
alter the wording of this particular 
clause, but whether they were to have 
any further appeal in case dissatis- 
faction arose from the fact that the 
religious instruction given was not what 
the local authority expected when it 
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made the bargain, and was not in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the trust 
deed. 


Mr. LOUGH was understood to say 
that he thought the provision was per- 
fectly clear. 


Lorp R. CECIL said the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Board of 
Education had not met the point 
of the hon. Member for the East 
Toxteth Division. What was the mean- 
ing of the words “ of some special char- 
acter?” He did not know; he saw 
nothing in the clause to explain what they 
meant. Apparently they meant the 
special character of the religion pro- 
vided for in the trust deeds. If they did 
not mean that he did not know what they 
did mean. They might mean nothing so 
far as he could see. This was an admir- 
able illustration of the extraordinary am- 
biguity of the clause. He thought the 
Government ought to explain what they 
meant by the words “of some special 
character.” It might be that the Govern- 
ment contemplated some elaborate sys- 
tem of reference first to the trust deed 
and subsequently to the bishop or to the 
Board of Education. He did not know. 
Or it might mean of the special character 
selected by the trust deed. 


“ce 


Dr. MACNAMARA (Camberwell, N.) 
agreed that the words were somewhat 
vague, but thought the proposed Amend- 
ment would land them in_ greater 
ambiguity. He suggested as a practical 
way out of the difficulty that the decision 
of the clauses should be of a negative 
character, and that “not repugnant to the 
provisions of any of the trust deeds re- 
lating thereto” should be inserted after 
“character.” He thought that would 
get out of the difficulty. 


Sir E. CARSON (Dublin University) 
said a good deal of this difficulty 
had arisen because the Government 
had quite unnecessarily broken the 
trusts. It would have been suffi- 
cient for the purposes of their Bill if 
they had still maintained the trusts 
except so far as was necessary for the 
purposes of carrying out the Bill. But 


in spite of the protests that had been 
Mr. Austin Taylor. 
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made they let the trusts go,so that the 
owners of the schools now had a free hand 
and were at liberty to set up a religion 
which might not be in accordance with 
the trust deed at all. He would urge some- 
thing in accordance with what the hon. 
Member for North Camberwell had sug- 
gested. Some alteration might be made 
after the words “of somespecial character.” 
He did not think the explanation of the 
Parliamentary Secretary was sufficient, be- 
cause they might have to deal with schools 
where trust deeds existed. If some such 
words as suggested were put in after 
“character” they would meet the 
case of trust deeds, and also the cases in 
which there were no trust deeds but 
in which it would be easy to prove 
there had been. It was absolutely 
necessary that there should be some 
limiting words in the clause; otherwise 
it would give absolute discretion to an 
owner to set up any religion he wished 
even though it were contrary to the pro- 
visions of the trust deed. 


Sir W. ROBSON (who was indistinctly 
heard) did not think there would be any 
difficulty in actual working. If they 
proceeded, however, to make reference to 
the trust deeds they would lose all the 
advantages in one direction which they 
gained in another, and he thought it 
would be far better to allow some latitude 
to the trustees than always to confine 
them to the terms of the trust. The 
Kenyon-Slaney clause in the Act of 1902 
modified the terms of the trusts, and he 
did not think the present proposal gave 
more than a fair latitude to the trustees, 
who might be trusted to deal with these 
matters. 


*Mr. MASSIE asked leave to withdraw 
his Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Str E. CARSON moved an Amend- 
ment to add after “character” |the 
words ‘in accordance with the trust, if 
any, on which the school has been pre- 
viously held, and.” He thought every- 
body, whatever might be his views as 
regarded religious instruction, would 
agree that if they were to afford such in- 
struction it ought to be in accordance with 
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the trust deed, and they ought not to leave 
the power to the trustee of parting with 
the trusts. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 2, line 25, after the word ‘char- 
acter’ insert the words ‘in accordance with the 
trust, if any, on which the school has been 
previously held, and.’ ”—(Siz E. Carson.) 





Question proposed, ‘‘ That those words 
be there inserted.” | 


- Mr. LAURENCE HARDY (Kent, Ash- 
ford) was afraid the words proposed 
might have a prejudicial effect upon 
those schools in the hands of private 
owners which could not be said to be 
held under any trust. In the Returns 
with regard to Kent there were some- 
thing like fifty schools of which the 
larger number were distinctly under no 
trust at all, and if these words were in- 
troduced in the form in which they were 
moved he was rather afraid it might be 
held afterwards that these owners had 
no right to any special facilities at 
all. He only wished to make it quite 
clear that no voluntary school was ex- 
cluded by the words his right hon. and 
learned friend wished to introduce. 





*Mr. PERKS (Lincolnshire, ped 
trusted the Government would not ac- 
cept the Amendment. There were, 
many conditions in which it might be | 
necessary to have a special form of re- 
ligious instruction which might be ab- 
solutely at variance with the trust deeds. 
Let them take, for example, the case of the | 
Wesleyan schools. The conditions of the 
Wesleyan trust deeds provided for the 
teaching of the Wesleyan Catechism. 
There might possibly be nothing in the 
Wesleyan Catechism at variance with the | 
fundamental tenets of the Church of) 
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pose a condition for ever on such buildings 
that all the children of the village were 
to be educated according to the condition 
of the National Society trust deeds in the 
tenets of the Church of England. This 
Amendment would require that. [Op- 
PosITIoN cries of “‘ No.”] It was danger- 
ously near it, at all events. It was really 
essential in many of our villages that 
there should be the greatest possible 
latitude exercised in view of the rapid 
| changes which were taking place in thein- 
struction and even ceremonial i In connec- 
tion with religious worship, so that he 
begged the Government not to limit the 
local education authority by restricting 
this special form of religious teaching to 
a strict compliance with the conditions 
of the trust deeds on which the schools 
might be held. 


Mr. AUSTIN TAYLOR did not in any 
way desire to commit himself to an un- 
qualified support of trust deeds, but he 
would respectfully ask for an Answer to a 
Question he put on a previous Amend- 
ment. He was not concerned so much 
about the bargain made between the local 
authority and the owners or trustees as to 
the special religious instruction, whatever 
it might be, as he was about the 
carrying out of the bargain. Under 
the Act of 1902 power of appeal was given 
|to ecclesiastical authority to settle any 
deviation. What he desired to know was 
whether the local education authority 
had any interest in the question at all. 
If it had he could quite understand that 
the local education authority might object 
and the children attending school might 
object to the progressive development 
of a particular religious instruction under 
these facilities. If differences did arise in 
a school was there any appeal, and, if so, 
to whom did it lie? If there were no 


England, but at the same time the Wes- | | appeal, were they to understand there 


leyan authorities would probably desire | 
to transfer many and perhaps all their 
schools without any condition whatever 
as to the teaching of the Catechism. Or 
let them take the case of the trust deed 
of the National Society, in regard 
to so many of the schools in Lincoln- 
shire, where in many cases 60 per cent., 
in some cases more than 90 per cent., and 
in one case he knew of 98 per cent., of the 
children in national schools were Non- 





conformists. It would be absurd to im- 


was unlimited discretion to the trustees 
as there appeared to be unlimited 
vagueness ? 


Sir W. ROBSON thought the matter 
would be met by the concluding words of 
the section which referred to the wishes of 
the parents. This clause was a sort of 
guarantee against the imposition on the 
school of extreme developments, about 
which his hon. friend was so appre- 
hensive. There was no clause expressly 
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enabling the local authority to control 
religious instruction. If there were such 
a clause they would be embarking in a 
sphere they did not desire to touch 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR thought the Ques- | 
tion asked by the hon. Gentleman below | 
the gangway wasone of importance. Under | 
the existing system it rested with the | 
school managers of the voluntary schools 
to determine from year to year, or from | 
week to week, what the religious in- | 
struction was to be. Who was going | 
to be responsible for the denominational | 
religious instruction when this Bill | 
was passed ? Who was going to) 
be responsible for the management of | 
religious education under the special | 
facilities of this c’ause? At present | 
there were managers and an appeal, | 
but if this Bill were passed they would | 
have neither managers nor an appeal. | 
The point raised by the hon. Member | 
was a very important one. A bargain | 
was made between the trustees and the | 
local authority after which the trustees | 
had no further duties. [An Hon. | 
MeMBER: Why?] Were they still to 
manage ? [An Hon. Memser: They have | 
to pay for it.] | After all, paying was the | 
least of the privileges they had. He} 
was not so sure that the point could 
be adequately dealt with on the present 
Amendment, but it was certainly a matter | 
which ought to be dealt with. He 
wished to know from the Government 
what authority in their opinion would 
be responsible from year to year for 
the character of the teaching which 
was to go on in the school. Was that 
laid down in the Bill, and if not upon 
whom would it devolve? He thought 
some clear provision ought to be made 
for this. 


*Tue CHAIRMAN: Thatiquestion is 
really out of order. I am sorry to have 
toe say so again. There is an Amend- 
ment before the Committee to insert 
certain words, and the question which 
the right hon. Gentleman is discussing 
does not arise on that Amendment.; 


Mr. A. J. BALHOUR said the Amend- 
ment was to insert words securing that 
the religious teaching should be— 


“in accordance with the provisions of the 
trust deed.” 


Education (England 


That surely directly raised the question 
Sir W. Robson. 
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of who was responsible under the Bill 
for dealing with religion education in 
the schools. He should like to know 
whether that was not immediately and 
directly raised by this Amendment. 


*Tue CHAIRMAN: That question does 
not arise, as the right hon. Gentleman 
will see if he looks at the clause, which 
says that if facilities are part of the 
arrangement, facilities are to be allowed, 
and the right hon. Gentleman himself 
has practically said so himself. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: No. 
*Tore CHAIRMAN: I must rule that 


the question is not in order. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said all he 
desired to say was that he had not made 
the observation which the Chairman had 
attributed to him. 


Lorp R. CECIL said the discussion 
simply showed how ill-conceived the whole 
of this clause really was. The hon. Member 
for East Toxteth had pointed out that the 
children attending these schools had been 
accustomed to have a right to a certain 
class of religious teaching, and under this 
Bill there was no provision to secure 
The clause proceeded 
upon the assumption that there would 
be only one kind of religion taught by 
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| special facilities under Clause 3, but that 


was a total misconception. It was quite 
possible to proceed on the lines that the 
education of the country already went 
on, namely, that schools established by 
private benefactions each offered a par- 
ticular kind of religious instruction. 
There was a very great difficulty where 
there was only one such school in a par- 
| ticular district and where no choice of 
| religious instruction was offered. The real 
reform required was to offer a choice of 
religious instruction to the children of 
each particular district, and they wanted 
facilities all round. 


*THe CHAIRMAN: This question of 


all round facilities is not in order. 


Lorp R. CECIL said there was 
only one way in which a satisfactory 
agreement upon this subject could be 
reached, and that was by a full, fair 
and free discussion. It did not appear 
to him that the Government had in any 
way dealt with the objection raised by the 
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hon. Member for East Toxteth, and they 
had not shown how the religious educa- 
tion of the children was to be protected. 
There was nothing to show that the 
trustees would have a word to say on 
the subject after they had made their 
arrangements. There was nothing at 
all to show what special facilities meant. 
The Bill provided that only one form of 
denominational teaching should be given, 
and that was of a wholly indefinite 
character. 


Mr. J. W. WILSON (Worcestershire, 
N.) denied that this clause abrogated 
the trust deed. The trustees would con- 
tinue to receive certain moneys, they 


would have the religious education in their | 


own hands, and they would be responsible 
to the same authorities as before. There 
was nothing in the Bill to alter their 
position. They would still remain respon- 
sible for their trusts, and he thought all 
the discussion on this Amendment had 
been a waste of time. 


| 
Mr. STUART WORTLEY (Sheffield, | 
Hallam) said it could not be left out of | 


consideration that the managers would be 
abolished by the Bill, and the clause 
simply allowed the local authority to 
provide special facilities, and failed to 
construct an alternative 
supervise the religious teaching. 


Sir E. CARSON reminded the hon. | 
Member for North Worcestershire that | 
trustees were left absolutely at | 


the 
large and under Section 2 
was entirely broken. 
had said that the position was the same 


the trust 


under the Act of 1902, but it was not so, | 


because the trusts for religion were pre- 
served under that Bill. Under the present 
Bill such trusts were absolutely abro- 
gated. Under Sub-section 2 of Section 2 
the trustees had full power, notwithstand- 
ing the trusts, to make and carry out any 
arrangement under the section. He had 
asked to have that limited, but it was 
refused because the Government wanted 
to get rid of the trust deeds altogether. 
The trustees might under th: Bill 
divert the school premises and the 
school trust to an entirely different 
purpose. That was the plain issue 
between them. All he asked was to 
have the religious teaching of a special 
character maintained as before, but 
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The hon. Member | 
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there was not one word in the Bill 
to secure that. They really had 
/come to an extremely ‘mportant point, 
because, so far as he could see, 
once the trustees had made an arrange- 
ment with the local authority the trust 
was practically at an end as far as the 
trust deed was concerned. In his opinion, 
and he stated it most emphatically, if the 
Bill was left in its p esent form the whol : 
of the special facilities would really be an 
absolute sham, because there was no 
machinery for seeing that the particular 
religious teaching which had been carried 
on should be continued. ‘There was no 
machinery insisting on :uch_ special 
facilities being in accordance with the 
trust deed and unless some uch machin- 
ery was set up by the Bill these 
provisions would in his opinion in many 
| cases turn out to be absolutely illusory. 
Would the local authority have anything 
| to say after the agreement was made in 
| regard to the special religion which was 
| being carried out in the school ? 








Str W. ROBSON said that if they had 
'made their arrangement there was no 
| doubt that the responsibility would be cast 
upon the owners or the trustees. The right 
hon. Gentleman had said that the owners 
and trustees would die and nobody would 


| be left to perform their duties. He might 
| inform the right hon. Gentleman that in 
the Bill they had contemplated the 
continuity of the Church of England. 
He assumed that the Church of England 
| was not in the least likely to allow those 
schools to lapse from want of care and 
| vigilance in the enforcement of the 
| original trusts so far as the owners of the 
schools desired to enforce them. If the 
owners ceased to take further interest 
in the matter that was a different 
affair. Of course the Committee 
would not expect the Government to in- 
troduce a number of clauses providing 
machinery for cases where there were 
negligent or careless owners who did not 
desire to continue religious instruction. 
He thought everyon® would assume the 
continuity of the Church of England, and 
| the continuity of a desire on the part of 
those who belonged to it to safeguard 
their educational interests. They might 
feel confident that the interests of re- 
ligious education would not be over- 
looked by them. 
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Mr. WYNDHAM said the hon. and 
learned Gentleman had not taken note 
of the fact that in the schedule of the Bill 
Sub-section (2) of Section 6 of the Act of 
1902 was repealed, and that the Govern- 
ment left no machinery for carrying out 
all those matters which they professed to 
be leaving in the charge of the trustees of 
the schools, 





Mr. CAVE (Surrey, Kingston) asked 
whether the Solicitor-General suggested 
that the Church of England or the parents 
of the children could take action in a 
case where a local authority broke, or 
neglected to carry out, an agreement to 
give facilities for Church of England 
teaching. 


*Tue CHAIRMAN: If hon. Members 
will only look at the clause and the 
Amendment they will see that the words 
are— 

“If the affording of facilities under this 
section for the giving of religious instruction 
of some special character not permitted under 
Section 14 of the Elementary Education 
Act, 1870, and in accordance with the pro- 
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condition of any arrangement for the use by 
the local education authority of the school- 
house of a transferred voluntary school.” 


If that is made a condition of the bargain, 
provision is made at the end of the clause 
that these facilities are to be allowed, 
Therefore the question which the hon. 
Gentleman asks does not arise. 

Mr. HARWOOD said the Solicitor- 
General seemed to assume that trustees 
would be abrogated They would not 
be abrogated at al. This Bil only 
proposed to take the use of the trans- 
ferred schools which must remain in 
the possession of the present owners 
The trustees must be continued, and 
one of their duties was to see to re- 
ligious education. They would make 
a bargain and it would be for them to 
see that its terms were carried out 
Therefore, the whole question raised by 
the Amendment was a mare’s nest. 

* 


Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes 94; 


visions of the trust deed has been made a 


Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster, Rt.Hn. HughO 
Ashley, W. W. 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt. Hon.SirH. 
Balcarres, Lord 

Baldwin, Alfred 

Balfour, RtHn.A.J.(CityLond.) 
Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Banner, John 8. Harmood- 
Baring, Hon. Guy (Winchester) 
Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry, N. 
Beach, Hn. Michael HughHicks 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 

Bowles, G. Stewart 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Brotherton, Edward Allen 
Bull. Sir William James 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Butcher, Samuel Herny 
Carlile, E. Hildred 

Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cavendish, Rt.Hon. VictorC. W. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord R.(Marylebone, E. 
Coates, E.Feetham(Lewisham) 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craik, Sir Henry 
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| Magnus, Sir Philip 
Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Middlemore, JohnThrogmorton 


Cross, Alexander 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir FredDixon 
Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- | Morpeth, Viscount 

Du Cros, Harvey | Nicholson, Wri. G. (Petersfield 
Duncan, Robert (Lanark,Govan | Nield, Herbert 

Faber, George Denison (York) | O'Neill, Hon. Kobert Torrens 
Fell, Arthur | Pease, HerbertPike( Darlington) 
Finch, Rt. Hn. George H. | Percy, Earl 

Fletcher, J. S. | Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Forster, Henry William | Rawlinson, John Frederick P. 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) | Remnant, James Farquharson 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) | Roberts, S. (Sheffield, Ecclesall) 
Haddock, George R. | Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Hamilton, Marquess of | Smith, F. E.( Liverpool, Walton) 
Hardy, Laurence(Kent,Ashford | Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Harrison- Broadley, Col. H. B. | Starkey, John R. 

Hervey, F.W.F.(BuryS.Edm’ds | Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) | Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxf’dUniv. 
Hill, Henry Staveley (Staff’sh.) | Thomson, W. Mitchell-(Lanark 
Hornby, Sir William Henry | Thornton, Percy M. 
Kennaway, Rt.Hon.SirJohn H. | Vincent, Col. Sir C. E. Howard 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt.Hon.Col.W. | Walrond, Hon. Lionel 

King, SirHenrySeymour (Hull) | Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 
Lee, ArthurH.(Hants.,Fareh’m) | Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Liddell, Henry | Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart- 
Long, Col. Chas. W. (Evesham | Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
Long, Rt.Hn. Walter(Dublin,S. | Younger, George 

Lonsdale, Jonh Brownlee | 

Lowe, Sir Francis William | TELLERS FoR THE AYES—Sir 


Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) Viscount Valentia. 
M‘Calmont, Colonel James 











937 Education (England 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Alden, Percy 

Allen, A. Acland(Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Ambrose, Robert 

Armitage, R. 

Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Astbury, John Meir 

Atherley, L. Jones- 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker, JosephA.(Finsbury, E.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barker, John 

Barlow, JohnEmmott(Somerset 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnes, G. N. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Beaumont Hubert (Eastbourne 
Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) 
Beck, A. Cecil 

Bell, Richard 

Ballairs, Carlyon 

Benn. W.(T’ w’rHamlets,S. Geo. ) 
Bennett, E. N. 

Berridge, T. H. D. 

Bertram, Julius 

Bethell, T.’R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Billson, Alfred 

Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Black, Arthur W. (Bedforshire) 
Blake, Edward 

Boland, John 

Boulton, A. C. F. (Ramsey) 
Bramsdon, T. A. 

Branch, James 

Brigg, John 

Bright, J. A. 

Brocklehurst, W. D. 

Brooke, Stopford 

Brunner, J.F.L.(Lancs., Leigh) 
Brunner, Sir Jn. T. (Cheshire) 
Bryce, Rt. Hn.James( Aberdeen 
Bryce, J.A.(Inverness Burghs) 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Buckmaster, Stanley O. 
Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Burnyeat, J. D. W. 

Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Buxton, Rt Hn.SydneyCharles 
Byles, William Pollard 

Cairns Thomas 

Cameron, Robert 

Carr-Gomm, H. W. 

Causton, Rt.Hn.Richard Knight 
Cawley, Frederick 

Chance, Frederick William 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Clarke, C. Goddard 

Clelland, J. W. 





{20 JuNE 1906} 


NOES. 


Clough, W. 

Coats, Sir T.Glen( Renfrew, W.) 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Corbett,CH (Sussex, E Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Cory, Clifford John 

Cotton, Sir H. J. S. 

Cowan, W. H. 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 
Crooks, William 

Crossley, William J. 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, David( MontgomeryCol. 
Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, M. Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, S.) 
Delany, William 

Devlin, Chas. Ramsay (Galway 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, S.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh. 
Dickinson, W.H. (St. Pancras,N 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dillon, John 

Dobson, Thomas W. 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Donelan, Captain A. 
Duckworth, James 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in- Furness 
Duncan, J.H. (York, Otley) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Dunne, MajorE. Martin (Walsall 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Ellis, Rt. Hon. John Edward 
Erskine, David C. 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Essex, R. W. 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Everett, R. Lacey 

Faber, G. H. (Boston) 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ffrench, Peter 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 
Findlay, Alexander 

Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 
Gardner,Col. Alan (Hereford, S. 
Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A. H. 

Ginnell, L. 

Gladstone. Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 
Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Daniel Ford 

Gooch, George Peabody 
Grant, Corrie 

Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Gulland, John W. 

Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 


and Wales) Bill. 238 


Hall, Frederick 

Halpin, J. 

Hammond, John 

Harcourt, Rt. Hon. Lewis 
Hardie, J. Keir(Merthyr Tydvil) 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 
Hart- Davis, T. 

Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harwood, George 

Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis(Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hazleton, Richard 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson, J.M.(Aberdeen, W.) 
Herbert, Colonel Ivor (Mon., S. 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hogan, Michael 

| Holden, E. Hopkinson 
Hooper, A. G. 

Hope, W. Bateman (Somerset,N 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Horridge, Thomas Gardner 
Hudson, Walter 

Hutton, Alfred Eddison 
Illingworth, Percy H. 

Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 

Jacoby, James Alfred 

Jenkins. J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneator‘ 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jowett, F. W. 

Joyce, Michael 

Kearley, Hudson E. 

Kekewich, Sir George 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 
Kincaid-Smith, Captain 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Kitson, Sir James 

Laidlaw, Robert 

Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Lawson, Sir Wilfrid 
Layland-Barratt, Francis 

Lea, HughCecil (St. Pancras, E. 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, A. Levy (Essex, Harwich 
Lever, W.H. (Cheshire, Wirral) 
Levy, Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald,J.M.(Falkirk Burghs 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 





Maclean, Donald 











239 Education (England 


Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
Macpherson, J. T. 

MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down.S. 
MacVeigh, Chas. (Donegal, E.) 
M‘Arthur, William 

M‘Crae, George 

M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 

M‘Kean, John 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 

M‘Killop, W. 

M‘Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 

Mallet, Charles E. 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Marnham, F. J. 

Mason, A. E. W. (Coventry) 
Massie, J. 

Meagher, Michael 

Meehan, Patrick A. 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 
Montgomery, H. H. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen 
Morley, Rt. Hon. John 
Morrell, Philip 

Morse, L. L. 

Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. B. 
Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) | 
Nicholls, George | 
Nicholson,Chas.N. (Doncast’r) 
Nolan, Joseph 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
Nuttall, Harry 

O’Brien, Kendal(Tipperary Mid 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor, James (Wicklow W.) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 
O’Doherty, Philip 

O’Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 
O’Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
O'Dowd, John 

O’Grady, J. 

O’Hare, Patrick 

O’Kelly, James (RoscommonN 
O'Malley, William 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Osward 

Paul, Herbert 

Paulton, James Mellor 

Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Perks, Robert William 
Philipps, Co). Ivor (S’thampton | 














{COMMONS} 


Phillips, J. Wynford(Pembroke 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pollard, Dr. 

Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C.E. (Edinb’gh,Central) 
Price, Robert John (Norfolk,E.) 
Priestley, W.E.B. (Bradford, E 
Radford, G. H. 

Rainy, A. Rolland 

Raphael, Herbert H 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 

Rea, Walter Russell (Scarboro’ 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E.(Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Rees, J. D. 

Rendall, Athelstan 

Richards, Thomas W.Monm’th 
Richards, T.F. (Wolver’mpt’n) 
Richardson, A. 

Rickett, J. Compton 

Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 


| Robertson, Rt. Hn. E. (Dundee 


Robertson,SirG.Scott (Bradf’rd 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, 8. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rogers, F. E. Newman 
Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Walter 

Russell, T. W. 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 

Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann, Chas. E.(Manchester) 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Seely, Major J. B. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Charles Edw.(Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B.) 


| Sheehan, Daniel Daniel 


Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Silcock, Thomas Ball 

Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 

Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thomas F. (Leitrim,S.) 


| Soares, Ernest J. 
| Spicer, Albert 


Stanger, H. Y. 
Stanley, Hn. A. Lyulph(Chesh. ) 
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clau e so as to provide that 


where “the | arrangement 
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schools might make any 
they chose, and he did not 


parents of fifteen children attending any | seg how, in the terms of the Amend- 
transferred voluntary school desire such | ment, the parents of fifteen children in 
| 


facilities,” those facilities should be given. 


village or town could be allowed 


*Mr. LEIF JONES said that on Clause2|to over-ride a decision taken under 
the Committee had decided that owners | Clause 2. ; 








) 
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*Tan CHAIRMAN said that the words 
quoted, if pushed, as the hon. Member 
suggested, to their extreme logical mean- 


{20 JuNE 1906} 


and Wales) Bill. 242 


policy was that the benefactor came 
in and established schools which the 
children could attend or not as they 


ing, would have rulel out most of| pleasad. The benefit was entirely con- 
Clause 2 and the whole of Clause 3. | ferred onthe children. But when education 
H2 had tried to the best of his ability | was made compulsory different considera- 
to deal with Amendments, and he did | tions arose. Hardship occurred where 
not feel justified in refusing the noble | there was only one school and that of a 


Lord the right to move his Amendment 
as amended. 


Lorp R. CECIL said that his 
Amendment raised a very important 
point which ought to be discussed. He 
could not help thinking that on this 
clause, as at present settled, they were 
proceeding on a principle which was 


| particular denomination. The only alter- 
native was that the parents should have 
the right to say what religion should be 
taught to their children. He had suffi- 
| cient confidence in the common-sense of 
‘his fellow-countrymen to believe that 
| they would realise that that was the only 
| really just settlement of the religious 
| difficulty. 


only partially defensible. They were 
not proceeding on the principle that the 
schoo s, for most educational purposes, 


Amendment proposed— 

“Tn page 2, line 31, after the word ‘ school- 
; house,’ to insert the words ‘ or if the parents 
were to be taken out of the hands ot| of fifteen children attending a transferred 
the owners and handed over to the | voluntary school desire such facilities” ”— 
local education authority, and at the | (Lord R. Cecil.) 

same time the owners were to settle) Question proposed, “ That those words 
what kind of religious instruction was to | be there inserted.” 

be given under Clause 3. He admitted | 

that the Minister for Education had said}; Mr. MASTERMAN (West Ham, N.) 
that the local authority could not refuse | said he was very glad that they had come 
to take over a school merely on the ground | to a discussion on this important point on 
that an arrangement was demanded. | Clause 3. He had given a pledge to his 
Once having done that it seemed to him constituents to try and raise the point, 
difficult to decide what religious in- | but he had almost despaired of seeing it 
struction was to be given to the children | brought forward until the noble Lord 
attending the schools. The view he had | moved his Amendment. It was a question 
always had was that such a settlement | that was raised in 1902 by the noble Lord’s 
would take it out of the hands of the | brother, but was not received with very 
owners of the Church schools to decide | much approbation on his side of the 
what facilities should be given in the | House. It would delight some of those 
Church schools for religious teaching. | who thought this was a fair and just 








That was, in his opinion, a very im- 
portant concession to the Noncon- 
formists. His Amendment proposed that 
wherever they found the parents of fifteen 
children—whether they were Wesleyans 
or Congregationalists or Anglicans—they 
should have facilities for these children 
to be taught according to the religion of 
their parents. That seemed to him to be 
perfectly just. He advocated that on all 
religious questions the children should be 
brought up in the faith of their fathers. 
He did not wish that any special religion 
should be taught, and it was for that 
reason that he advocated this improve- 
ment in the Bill. In the history of the 
education question we had drifted into 
a position that was not defensible. Up 
to 1870 the theory of our education 
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system if the noble Lord could earry his 
| Party with him under altered conditions. 
|The Amendment did not, of course, 
|mean that it was possible in the great 
| majority of village schools to provide 
| teaching of all kinds and sorts which the 
| parents desired and divide the children 
/into seven or eight pens, but it did 
| provide some guarantee against the kind 
| of injustice which, he thought, existed at 
[present and which might be made 
permanent by this Bill. The injustice to 
which he referred was that only the 
clergyman should be admitted to give 
religious teaching, while the Noncon- 
formist minister was excluded. That 
seemed to him to be a monstrous proposal 
to come from the Liberal side of the 
House. He thought it desirable that 
some Amendment of this sert should 


I 
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be carried, giving the right of entry! Mr. LOUGH said that Clause 4 did 
to ministers of all denominations. touch this question, because it conferred 
During the First Reading of the Bill rights upon the parents of at least four- 
the plea was advanced that it was fifths of the children attending the school 
grossly unfair to contrive a system by | in regard to the acquisition of facilities. 
which one privileged religion should | Clause 4 therefore would raise the general 
have practically a monopoly of what question of facilities to be given to 
religious teaching was given. _ They | parents, but under this clause they were 
could not make the local authority | confined to a great extent, if not abso- 
establish pens or divisions, or enable | lutely, to the arrangements to be made 
every group of fifteen parents to do it. with the owners or trustees of the schools. 
But they could give a chance for | This point, therefore, ought to be raised 
other kinds of denominational teaching upon Clause 4, although he quite recog- 
besides the kind favoured by the owners nised the scruples which had induced 
of the transferred school. If there | the noble Lord to endeavour to introduce 
was only one kind of denominational | his Amendment at this particular place. 
teaching in a school, he had no doubt | 
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that all the children would gradually | 


drift into the particular kind of religion 
which the instruction imparted, and they 
would get that predominance of one 
religion in the villages, which he should 
profoundly deplore. Personally, he might 
prefer that no religious teaching should 
be given in the schools, but if any 
denominational teaching was given, then 
they should have all denominational 
teaching, and get back from the principle 
of property to a broader and more 
general principle. 


but he did care that parents who 
seriously desired their children brought 
up in their own faith should have their 
desire gratified, and it was the duty of 
a Liberal Government to se that means 
were provided. 


Mr. LOUGH thought that, whatever 
might be the merits of the question, to 
raise it on Clause 3 was extremely incon- 
venient. The clause related entirely to 


the arrangement to be made between the | 


owners of voluntary schools and the local 
authorities. The proper occasion for the 
moving of such an Amendment would be 
on Clause 4. But the objection to the 


Lorp R. CECIL said he had no scruples 
at all. The only point was that he was a 
‘little surprised that the hon. Member, who 
'was a Nonconformist, did not desire to 
have this question discussed. 


Mr. LOUGH said that he would say 
| no more, except that this Amendment in 
/his judgment ought to be brought in 
/ somewhere else. He therefore hoped the 
noble Lord would not press the Amend- 
ment at this particular point. 


He did not care any- | 
thing at all about the property argument, | 


*Sir WILLIAM ANSON said it was 
| perfectly possible, and not inconvenient, 
to insert the Amendment in the Clause, 
though it would have been more con- 
venient to have accepted the Amendment 
‘he had moved to Clause 1, which 
'covered the same ground as this. Why 
| should the nature of the religious instruc- 
' tion to be given in a school be con- 
fined to two alternatives — Cowper- 
Templeism or the particular form of 
| denominationalism which commended 
itself to the owners? It was not the 
inclinations of the owners or trustees for 
which they should have regard, but the 
wishes of the parents of the children 
' attending the school. As for the sugges- 


Amendment was that it would set up| tion of the Parliamentary Secretary that 
pan-denominationalism of the worst kind. ,the Amendment would set up pan- 
It also involved the repeal of the Cowper- | denominationalism, he would point out 
Temple clause of the Act of 1870. ‘The | that there was not so great a variety of 
question, moreover, had been three | religious opinion in rural districts. It 
times before the Committee, and each | was to these districts that Clause 3 par- 
time decided in the negative. The ticularly referred, while Clause 4 related 
clause dealt with an entirely different | to urban districts. Nor did the Amend- 


subject from the Amendment, and the) ment involve the repeal of the Cowper- 
parents’ right of appeal under Clause 4.| Temple clause, for it was only concerned 
| with transferred voluntary schools and 

Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said that Clause | the facilities proposed to he allowed in 

4 did not touch this question. 


Mr. Masterman, 


them. He. thought the Amendment 
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would go a long way to settle the religious 
difficulty. 


*Mr. VERNEY (Buckinghamshire, 
N.) did not believe the noble Lord really 
desired that the Amendment in the way 
it was put down should be carried. ‘The 
parents of fifteen children would include 
the case of three prolific widows with 
families of five children each attending 
the school. The Amendment as now 
worded with the numbers given would 
be impossible to work practically and 
would lead to uncertainty and confusion. 


Lorp R. CECIL said perhaps he might 
be allowed to explain. His interest was 
in tae children, and he did not care 
whether they were born of prolific widows 
ornot. He attached no great importance 
to the particular number fifteen, and was 
prepared to consider any Amendment 
which might be moved to alter that 
figure. What he did care about was 
that the children should be taught the 
religion of their parents. 


Mr. LAURENCE HARDY supported 
the Amendment, and said that this 
was the only clause upon which the 
matter could be raised. Under the 
Act of 1902 there was a difficulty in 
regard to single school districts. He 
believed that the Amendment would to a 
great extent remove that difficulty, and 
unless it was accepted he thought a great 
injustice would be done to denominational 
schools. There was no reason why 
they should not remove an_ injustice 
of which complaint had been made 
in the past, and it was on_ that 
ground that he asked the Government to 
carefully consider the Amendment. 


Dr. MACNAMARA said he had been 
struck with the way in which they 
repeatedly got far away from the real 
practical day’s work of the school, and 
this Amendment was a case in point. It 
sounded sweetly reasonable, and in 
theory nothing could be said against it. 
The only difficulty about it was that it 
could not be carried out. Let the Com- 
mittee observe the curious quarter from 
which itcame. The nobie Lord the Mem- 
ber for East Marylebone was one who 
said they must not violate trusts, and 
the right hon. Member for Oxford 
University spoke of the sanctity of 
trusts and the pious founder. He was 
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sure the pious founder must turn in his 
grave at this proposal. [“ Why?”] It 
would introduce into schools set aside for 
one particular form of religious teaching 
all sorts of religious teaching. But 
frankly he did not much care what precise 
colour of denominational teaching the 
children got so longas they were kept in 
one family. He knew that the limited 
capacity of the child would not permit 
him to take in all these nice theological 
points about which the various de- 
nominations squabbled and which might 
very well be left to an older age. 
But he was violently against the 
segregation of children of tender age. 
The moment they said the parents of 
fifteen children should have the right to 
demand special facilities the others would 
want the same. And if they did not 
want it there would be those who would 
see that they did. If they let the 
parents alone they were perfectly satis- 
fied to-day with simple Bible teaching. 
But they were not let alone. Other 
reasons were brought to bear, and they 
were induced to make their demand also. 
And so far from having all the children 
together in a common family, with all its 
admirable advantages from a social side, 
they would have them set aside in sections, 
and there would be pandemonium. He 
had resisted such proposals all through ; 
he had resisted them in 1902, although he 
had nothing to say in theory in support 
of the position he took up. 


Mr. WYNDHAM (Dover) said the 
hon. Member for North Camberwell had 
admitted that he had nothing to say 
in theory in support of his argument. 
What weight, then, was to be attached to 
it. The hon, Member had said he wished 
all the children to be kept together, but 
the Bill prevented it. If that was the 
ideal they might have left matters where 
they were. The hon. Member had 
challenged them to discuss the practical 
aspect of this matter. He had been told 
by one who was conversant with the 
practical aspect that parents would send 
their children to a Chureh school or a 
Roman Catholic school if it was five 
minutes nearer than a board school. They 
were satisfied to leave the children to- 
gether, but the hon. Member was not 
satisfied to do so. He said the trustees or 
owners might make a little special caste in 
the school, and that all the other children 
might be fished for by other persons. 


I 2 
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They were in this Bill, therefore, destroy- 
ing the first argument which the hon. 
Member put forward. They had not 
got this single contented family ; it had 
been shattered. The second argument 
was no more than a dialectical retort. 
The hon. Member had pointed out that 
on the previous night they had dwelt 
on the sanctity of trusts. That was 
true, but they said it was not desirable 
to make so drastic a change in the trusts 
for an object so small to hon. Members 
opposite, and so inequitable from the 
point of view of hon. Gentlemen with 
whom he sat. If the hon. Member 
would accept this Amendment there 
would be something to be said in favour 
of this violation of trusts. He would 
have given something in return; he 
would have recognised for the first 
time that the spiritual welfare of the 
children was of more importance than 
the trusts and the owners. The 
third argument was that pandemonium 
would be established; but so far from 
that being the case, something of this 
kind did now exist by the goodwill 
of Churchmen in some parts of the 
country. If the Goverment did not 
accept this Amendment they would in 
practice be taking a reactionary step. 


Dr. MACNAMARA: Where ? 


Mr. WYNDHAM said that in Dover 


in the articles of agreement of the 


church schools provision was made for | 


the right of entry. 


What is 


Dr. MACNAMARA:;: 


made of it ? 


use 


Mr. WYNDHAM said that in Dover | 


very little use was made of it, becanse the 


people there agreed rather with the first | 


than with the third argument of the hon. 
Member. ‘They agreed to leave the 
children together. 
miles from Dover, where the 
was conducted by a_ clergyman 
the Church of England who belonged 
to what was called by some the High 


school 


Church party, these facilities were 
given and were readily availed of. 
There were forty-seven children in 


the school being given religious instruc- 
tion of a character totally distinct and 
different from the religious teaching this 
gentleman gave to the other ninety | 
children. So that if the Government | 


Mr. Wyndham. 


{COMMONS} 


But at Hythe, seven | 


of | 





248 


resisted this Amendment they would be 
taking a reactionary step and stopping 
an amount of religious liberty which 
did now exist in some parts of the country. 
As one who had too often and perhaps, 
sometimes too warmly championed es 
interest of the Church of England, 

might say he supported the Ca. 
with all his heart, and agreed with every 
word that had fallen from the hon. Mem- 
ber for West Ham, because he thought it 
strengthened the defences of religious 
instruction, In accepting the Amend- 
ment the Government would strengthen 


and Wales) Bill. 


instead of weakening the defences of 
religious instruction thronghout the 


country, and they would vindicate them- 
selves from the charges that had been 
sometimes unjustly preferred against 
them. For that reason, if for no other, 
they were entitled to ask the Govern- 
ment’s acceptance of the Amendment. 
If it was accepted it would meet the 
difficulty pointed out by the hon. Member 
for the Kast Toxteth Division of Liver- 
pool, and it would meet the difficulty of the 
local authority saying to the trustee, “ You 
may have religious instruction on two days 
a week if you like, because we must take 
your school.” If this Amendment was 
| accepted the difficulty would be met 
because the parents of the fifteen children 
might then say, “ No, with your permis- 
'sion we will have our way and have on 
/two other days the religious instruction 
‘that we wish should be given.” The 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of 
| Education had urged the Committee not 
| to press this Amendment because this was 
not the proper place. It never was the 
| proper place, according to the Govern- 
‘ment, in which to bring forward any 
general consideration touching the whole 
question of religious instruction. Onone 
occasion it was a matter of local govern- 
| ment and on another that of trust deeds 
;and the extent of their modification. 
Never until now had it been in order to 
introduce specific words to show some 
regard for the religious welfare of the 
children and the wishes of the parents. 
lf the parents had the right to say “ No” 
to religious instruction of which they did 
not approve, why should they not have 
the right to say what kind of religious 
instruction they would have ? 





Mr. SAMUEL EVANS said it was 
quite obvious that the Amendment 
‘incorporated the principle of the general 
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right of entry, a principle upon which the | answer to the claim that the same right 


Committee had aiready stated its definite 
opinion. He objected to the Amendment 
both in theory and in practice. 


Nothing | 
could be more detrimental to the interests | 


| 


of the children than their being divided 


into pens. It was certainly curious as 
coming from the noble Lord that he was 
willing that a Methodist, an Anabaptist, 
a Buddhist, or a Jew, should come into a 
little school and get his little scholars into 
a corner so that he might teach them 
sectarianism. ‘This was not religious 
teaching at all, but the 
sectarianism. He would ask the hon. 
Member for North West Ham whether 
any of his Nonconformist constituents 
asked for this right of entry. 


Mr. MASTERMAN said it was a 
promise he made to his Nonconformist 
constituents. 


Mr. SAMUEL EVANS said what he 
desired to know was whether any Non- 
conformist constituent asked his hon. 
friend for a right of entry into denomina- 
tional schools which did not belong to 
them. 
sented Nonconformists in this 
should say that Nonconformists—not 
because they did not desire that religious 
teaching should be given to the children 
—expressly stated that they did not 
want in State schools either at their own 
expense, or at the expense of the State, 
or in any way whatever, to teach 
sectarianism in the schools. 


teaching of | 


| how 


| 


of entry should be given in the case of 
all provided schools, 


Lorp R. CECIL: I said 8o. 


Mr. SAMUEL EVANS said that in 
that case the Committee would know 
to deal with the Amendment, 
which would introduce strife into a 
number of schools. Under the circum- 
stances he hoped the Ministerial side of 
the Committee would be unanimous, with 
the one exception of his hon. friend the 
Member for North West Ham. 

*RaRL PERCY (Kensington, 8.) 
sincerely trusted the Government 
would think twice before rejecting 
the Amendment. He had always been 
in favour of the right of entry in all 
schools. The true principle was that 


/every child as far as possible should 
| be brought up in the denominational 


It was right that they who repre- | 
House | 


Lorp R. CECIL said that the hon. | 


Member assumed that 
teaching was sectarianism. Members of 
the Church of England and 
Church of Rome believed that religion 
consisted in belonging to a communion. 
It was the gross intolerance of people 


of the) : asi 
i having provided special facilities 


outside this House, who urged the hon. | 


and learned Gentleman to make this 
kind of observation, that prevented a 
settlement of the religious question. 


Mr. SAMUEL EVANS said he did 
not complain of the noble Lord speaking 
strongly, because he held strong con- 
victions on the subject, but for that very 
reason others should also be allowed to 
speak strongly. In the view of Noncon- 
formists, Anglicans and Roman Catholics 
were members of sects. What was 
behind this proposal? If the Amend- 
ment were accepted, there would be no 


denominational | Test 





belief of its parents. Unless some 
such Amendment were accepted, 
there would be no guarantee that 


even a majority of the children would 
receive any religious education at all. 
The President of the Board of Education 
had removed a great blot in the Bill by 
the Amendment he accepted yesterday to 
Clause 2 at the suggestion of the hon. 
Member for Oxford University. The 
right hon. Gentleman at all events 
rendered it possible for the owners to 
make it a condition that besides the 
facilities for a certain number of children 
there should be compulsorily given at 
least Cowper-Temple teaching to the 
of the children in the schools. 
But supposing the owners did not make 
that stipulation, and the local authority 
did 
not want to give Cowper-Temple 
teaching in addition, then there was 
no guarantee that some of the child- 
ren would receive any kind of religious 
instruction. That was not a state of 
things they could look upon with equa- 
nimity. He had always thought that the 
main objection to the system of 1870 
was not so much that Cowper-Temple 
teaching was unsatisfactory or that 
favouritism was shown to one form 
of religious belief, but that it was 
left to the option of a local authority to 
deprive children of the most elementary 
religious education. If the Government 
could not accept the words of the Amend- 
ment, he hoped they would introduces 
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some words to compel the local authority 
to give some 1eligious teaching to the child- 
ren attending voluntary schools, whose 
parents did, not belong to the denomina- 
tion to which facilities were accorded. 


Mr. RAWLINSON (Cambridge Uni- 
versity) believed that on this line only 
could a permanent settlement of the 
difficulty be found. He advocated the 
Amendment as a stepping-stone to three 
other conditions, namely, that the re- 
ligious education should be given by the 
school teachers, in the school hours, and 
that it should he of universal application. 
Why was it the hon. Member for North 
Camberwell was invariably getting up 
in his place and saying—‘ You cannot 
do it because I say so?” The right 
of entry was working well at the 
present time in the Poor Law schools 
of England. In the model rules issued 
by the Secretary of State, which 
existed even so far back as the last 
Liberal Government, it was laid down 
with regard to reformatory — schools 
that in the case of those children 
who were specified in the order of deten- 
tion as belonging to a particular religious 
persuasion the managers should, so far 
as practicable, make arrangements that, 
during the time set apart for religious 
instruction, they should have such in- 
struction imparted by ministers of such 
persuasion or by such responsible teachers 
of the schools or other persons delegated 
by the ministers with the approval of the 
managers. |An Hon. MEMBER: Does 
that apply to ordinary school hours ?] 
As a matter of fact it did, although it 
was not in the rules. Only one case had 
been mentioned by the hon. Member for 
North Camberwell in which the system 
had broken down, The same system was 
in operation in Germany, and it worked 
without any difficulty. It might be said 
that there were fewer denominations in 
Germany, but even in this country they 
would find that the number of denomina- 
tions in any particular school was very 
few, especially in the rural districts. Ina 
Church of England school the probabili- 
ties were that the diflerent Nonconformists 


who attended that school would be con- | 


tent with one teacher of a particular kind 
and one form of teaching. In other cases 
where denominational differences were 
more acute his argument was all the 


stronger, because if the members of the | 


Nonconformist body did not agree upon 
Hurl Perey. 
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a common teacher they would be entitled 
to have a separate teacher. The bedrock 
and basis of this proposal was exactly what 
the hon. Member for Mid. Glamorgan 
had swept aside. The point was whether 
the people of England as a whole did not 
prefer denominational teaching for their 
children. He thought they did. In his 
opinion denominational teaching had 
taken a hold in this country and had 
become an integral part of the educational 
system. In the debate on the Act of 
1902 the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said that denominational schools were an 
integral portion of our educational sys- 
tem, and the Minister for War had 
declared that he had never been an 
objector to denominational education, 
The Secretary for Foreign Affairs also 
had declared that if there were alternative 
schools he should not press his objection 
to rate-aided denominational — schools, 
Therefore he was justified in saying that 
there were in the Cabinet a number of 
Ministers who recognised that denomina- 
tionalism was an integral part of the 
religious education of the country. 
The people desired denominationalism 
and why should it not be the basis of 
education! He submitted that it was 
upon these lines that they were likely to 
arrive at a permanent settlement of the 
question. He asked the Government 
seriously to consider this Amendment as 
what he earnestly believed to be the basis 
of a settlement of the religious difficulty, 
Sooner or later it would have to be 
adopted, and under it they would give 
every parent the opportunity of having 
his child taught the religon of the 
denomination to which he belonged. 


Mr. BIRRELL said he could assure 
the hon. and learned Member for Cam- 
bridge University that he took this 
Amendment quite seriously, and he 
wished to give some evidence of his own 
solemnity. The whole of this question 
was a very serious one, but he desired to 
point out that it had already been dealt 
with, and that the Government had 
expressed their opinion upon it. It was 
hardly reasonable, therefore, that hon. 
Members opposite should expect a detailed 
reply from him now. The history of the 
clause showed how difficult it was to 
please people. The Committee had been 
told by the noble Lord and by the right 
hon. Member for Dover that they did 
not care about property. But these 








253 Education (England 


trust schools were concerned with property 
and the Commission might have to con- 
sider “Aye” or “No” whether a 
particular school ought to be transferred 
to the local education authority, and how 
far the new school, when transferred, 
could be said properly to be a school for 
carrying out the trusts established in the 
deeds. That was the reason why they 


had provided that when a school was | 


taken over the conditions were to be 
mandatory, enabling Church of England, 
Wesleyans, or other denominational 
schools to be taken over and to have 


facilities for instructing the children in| 


the special views of the denomination to 
which the school belonged. That was 
their purpose and everybody would agree 
that it was an honourable purpose. That 
was the desire of the Government, and, 


if all went well, he thought people would | 
be amazed to find how admirably it would | 


work, and he felt quite sure that the 
children themselves would not discover 
that this marvellous Act had come into 
law. The noble Lord had put a point 
which had been often in the mind of the 
Government, namely, that a county 
council could not be expected to have 
imposed on them as a matter of obligation 
the giving of what was called “ Cowper- 


Templeism ” instruction. The Committee | 


would see from the partial but satisfactory 
return which had been laid on the Table 
of the House the state of the case and 
the nature of the syllabuses that were in 


actual use by the local education authori- | 
He recommended any hon. Member | 
who wished to spend a profitable Sunday | 


ties. 


to read that remarkable document 


showing what Cowper-Templeism might | 


be, what it was among the great 


majority of educational authorities in | 


England, and what an invaluable system 
of religious instruction it was. The 


noble Lord suggested that it should be | 


made obligatory. 


Lorp R. CECIL: Where the parents | 


demanded it. 


Mr. BIRRELL: Obligatory to do 
what? He could not settle the form of 
syllabus, for an unwilling educational 
authority might decree a very insufficient 
system of Cowper-Templeism. His ob- 
jection to the noble Lord’s suggestion 
was that the Government had made up 
their minds not to make Cowper- 
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| Templeism obligatory on the county 
| council and the local education authority, 

but to leave them the option which the 

|law had for so long a time afforded to 
| them. Having regard to the pledges of 
the Government in this matter it was idle 
| to press upon them the adoption of this 
' Amendment. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said the fact 
that the right hon. Gentleman remained 
obstinately convinced that his solution, 
or want of solution, of the education 
| question was the one to which he in- 
tended to adhere did not absolve the 
Opposition from the duty of pressing a 
different point of view. When this 
question was discussed on an earlier occa- 
sion the debate was most inadequate, for 
it arose during the unfortunate time of 
the dinner hour, when, under the new 
rules, hon. Members were expected to do 
two things at the same time. It would 
be apparent, he thought, that that dis- 
cussion, and the present discussion, had 
been of great use in connection with the 
problem. He had been attacked by the 
hon. Member for North West Ham for not 
dealing with this matter inthe Act of 1902, 
and for not attempting to give any effect 
then to the principles advocated by the 
noble Lord the Member for East Maryle- 
bone. Let the Committee consider what 
the position then was. He held then, and 
he held now, that there were two inequali- 
ties and injustices involved in the legisla- 
tion of 1870, and which were not remedied 
by the Act of 1902—the injustice of the 
single-school area and the injustice of 
| requiring the teaching of Cowper-Tem- 
_pleism. These two defects in the Act of 
| 1870 and the system which it established 


/remained unremedied up to the present 
time. Had it been possible—and every- 
| body knew that it was not possible—to 
deal with that in the Act of 1902, they 
might have introduced universally a 
system that would have wholly removed 
the injustice of the single school area, 
and had the effect at the same time of 
giving a great shock to the hon. and 
learned Member for Mid Glamorganshire, 
who for some reason he had never been 
able to understand regarded Cowper 
Temple teaching as the very bulwark of 
Nonconformity. 


Mr. SAMUEL EVANS: Ihave never 
held that view, 
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Mr. A. J. BALFOUR admitted that | 
the phrase he had used was one of. his 
own coining, but he believed it expressed | 
the hon. Member’s view. The hon. Mem-_ 
ber and his friends had always regarded 
it as something almost sacrosanct which | 
Parliament ought never to be allowed 
under any circumstances to touch. They. 
had always regarded this as the limita- 
tion which local authorities ought to 
maintain. 


| 


Mr. SAMUEL EVANS: My position 
always has been, and is now, that Non- 
conformity as such has nothing at all to 
do with denominational religion in the 
schools, and that Nonconformists do 
believe in most cases in simple Bible | 
ieaching, which is Cowper-Temple teach- | 


ing. 


Me. A. J. BALFOUR said it was not 
what the Nonconformists desired he was 
discussing ; it was their determination that 
nobody else who had hitherto provided 
schools should have what they wanted. 
In the present amendment they could 
not touch the second half of that particular 
form of remedy known as “facilities.” | 
They could only touch the part relating 
to the voluntary schools, and he did not 
believe that if this half were adopted the 
Committee would be able to touch the 
other half. Were it adopted by the 
Committee, it would be not only a first 
step, but a long step, in the direction of 
freeing the local authorities from the 
Cowper-Temple clause and giving to the 
parents the right of getting denomina- 
tiona] teaching in provided schools. It | 
was not on that account, however, that 
he would raise objection to the Amend- 
ment. If objection was to be raised, it 
should be because it only went a little 
way in dealing with a half of the evil. 
Did hon. Members think that the argu- 
ment which they had advanced on the 
practical side possessed all the weight 
they attached to it ! The practical argu- 
ment was a physical argument, namely, 
that they could not find the space or the 
conveniences to teach the scholars in 
sections. In so far as that objection was 
real — and it might be real in small 
schools—it could be met by the words 
“Cas far as practicable.” But the Com- 
mittee should also look at the practical | 
difficulty on its moral side. It was | 


apparently regarded as inimical to all the | 
best interests of the children that they | 


{COMMONS} 


| view 
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should recognise at an early age that, in 
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addition to their common Christianity, 


their parents belonged to different denom- 
inations. But surely that fact could not 
be concealed from the children, and no 
parent would wish to conceal it. Any 


| parent bringing up his child at home 


would tell him, “ Iam a member of such- 
and-such a Christian communion, and | 
hope that you will also belong and be an 
ornament to that communion.” That 
was what had happened in the teaching 
at home. Was there anything in the 
view of attempting to give the same 
teaching in the school which would 
prevent the children from living in amity 
together or which would accentuate the 
religious difficulties which existed? He 
could not believe that this was the 
of the Government, because 
he found in one of their educational 
measures this identical provision, declaring 
that as far as practicable facilities should 
be given in schools for the blind, that 
the children should receive the religious 
instruction, and attend the religious 
services according to the persuasion of 
the parents. This was the object of his 
noble friend, and he could not see why 
the system which was practicable in a 
particular kind of school should be 
declared to be impracticable in the schools 
with which the Committee were now 
dealing. Surely it was manifest that the 
argument if applicable to one kind of 


education was equally applicable to 
another. He would go further, and 


would remind the Committee that in 
Scotland this plan was carried out with- 
out difficulty and without offence, 
without the production of any of the 
evils alleged in respect of many schools. 
The Committee ought not rashly to say 
that it was wholly impossible for an 
Englishman to do that which Scotsmen 
found to be easy. Ought not this fact 
to modify the attitude of critics as to 
this particular plan? It was logical in 
its completeness, and its justice, at all 
events as far as paper provisions were 
concerned, had been admitted by its 
severest critics. Practice and theory 
were thus not so far apart as hon. 
Members opposite would ask the Com- 
mittee to believe, and therefore the 
Amendment deserved more favourable 
treatment than had been accorded 
to it by the Government. The 
Government had shown themselves to be 
content with the inchoate, truncated, 
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and inverted solution contained in! 
the Bill, declaring their intention to| 
bring up modifications and amendments | 
to be submitted hereafter. Though this | 
particular Amendment gave small oppor- | 
tunity of dealing with the larger question, | 
he thought that it deserved greater | 
breadth of treatment and a greater effort 
at argumentative reply than it had re- | 
ceived either from the Parliamentary 
Secretary or the Minister for Education. 


| 


| framers. 


Sirk W. ROBSON said that he would 
endeavour to supply from the speeches of 
the right hon. Gentleman himself argu- 
ments against the Amendment. A similar | 
Amendment was brought forward when | 
the Act of 1902 was under discussion, | 
and though the right hon. Gentleman 
expressed a certain amount of sympathy 
with its object, he dealt a little more | 
fully with it than he had attempted on 
this occasion. He thought a sufficient 
reply to the Amendment was to 
be found in the expressions which the 
right hon. Gentleman used four years 
ago on a similar occasion. Speaking on | 
November 25th, 1902, the right hon. 
Gentleman said that he had prepared an 
Amendment not covering all the ground 
of another proposal which bad been 
made, but covering the particular subject | 
of single school areas. He explained, how- | 
ever, that he had not proceeded with that | 
Amendment for two reasons. He said— | 

“One reason was that he felt perfectly 
contident that any such Amendment moved by 
the Government would create an enormous | 
amount of controversy and friction inside and | 
outside the House. It was perfectly true, as | 
his noble friend had said, that there was a | 
great body of opinion—of very highly 
Instructed opinion—in the country which 
desired to see some such solution as this of our 
religious difficulties. That was absolutely true, 
but he was convinced that when the great body | 
of the people whom the Amendment concerned | 
and whom his Amendment would have con- | 
cerned—the country clergy and the Noncon- 
formist ministers all over the kingdom. and | 
that great body of the teaching profession— | 
considered the proposal they would unite in 
the strongest opposition to it.” 

The right hon. Gentleman described the 
objection which the country clergy would 
have, then what the Nonconformist 
ministers would say, and he said the 
teaching profession would unanimously 
object. The right hon. Gentleman did 
not base his case on inference or predic- 
tion. He went on and gave instances. 
He mentioned Birmingham. He was not 
aware, by the way, that any Birmingham 
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Members had given the Committee the 
benefit of their experience in that debate. 
The right hon. Gentleman pointed out 
that in the case of Birmingham the result 
had been failure. He brought forward 
practical objections and appealed to ex- 
perience. Referring to the reasons of 
the failure at Birmingham, the right hon. 
Gentleman said that by universal 


‘consent the plan did not carry out 


either the intention or the wishes of its 
Why? Because there was a 
great difficulty in getting a sufficient 
number of voluntary teachers—notwith- 
that Birmingham was a 
city where public spirit was so abundant 
—and because the teachers they did get 
were not able to teach. Teaching was 
not quite so simple a matter as it was 
supposed to be by those who brought in 
Amendments of this kind. It was found 
that to have at intervals in the school a 
number of teachers who could not teach 
was subversive of all discipline. The 


/ Amendment, he noticed, was founded on 


the admission of the gross and scandalous 
injustice of the existing system. The 


Leader of the Opposition had indicated 


that he felt some difficulty in the existing 
system in single school districts. There 
were 5,600 districts in Fngland where the 
Church of England had the only school. 
It had been said that the last thing they 
thought of was proselytising. In these 


debates, however, it had been admitted 
that religion could not be taught at all 


unless the children were taught that 


'they should belong to a denomination. 


That was the injustice this Bill was in- 


| tended to remedy. When the Govern- 
/ment went to the country on this Bill— 


he did not mean on a dissolution or an 
election— they would be able to tell 
the electors what had hitherto been 
denied—that in Church schools children 
must be taught to belong to a denomina- 
tion. It was contended that there was 
no valuable religion except sectarian 
religion. He did not believe that. It 
was of the essence of the bill that among 
| Protestant communities common worship 
' was possible. ‘There could be no com- 
parison between the effect on the mind of 
_a child of rote learning and the repetition 
| of creeds and the effect of common wor- 
| ship~ the common hymn and the common 
| prayer. He thought the Amendment had 
| served its purpose. The alternative pro- 
posed by the Opposition had been de- 
nounced by their leader as hopelessly 
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impossible, and it was condemned by 
the experience of Birmingham, so that 
both leaders of the Tory Party got a 
certain kind of approach to union on this 
subject. But it was an alternative 
which sought to shut out common wor 
ship from the school life of Protestant 
children. 


*Lorp BALCARRES 
Chorley) said he wished to express his 
deep and sincere regret at the unduly 
provocative tone of the Solicitor-General’s 
speech, and at the expressions which the 
hon. and learned Gentleman had used. 
Nothing said by the noble Lord the 
Member for East Marylebone could in any 
sense, whatever, be considered to have 
given any cause for offence to any Non- 
conformist. The provocative portions of 
the Solicitor-General’s speech, however, 
seemed to him to have been deliberately 
directed against the bona fides of the 
Church of England and the way in 
which they conducted their worship. 
[Cries of “No.”| Well, that was the 
Impression which was left upon his mind. 


Sir W. ROBSON said the impression 
of the noble Lord was not justified by 
anything he had said. To suggest that 
he had made any reflections upon 
the Church of England could not be 
justified, and the assertion was entirely 
without foundation. 


*Lorp BALCARRES said he could not 
remember the exact phrase, but it was 
something about mumbled creeds and 
the repetition by rote which characterised 
their services. He considered that was 
an unduly provocative and_ offensive 
attack upon the Church of England. 
[Cries of “ Withdraw,” and ‘Order, 
order!”| He was perfectly in order 
in stating that that was his under- 
standing of the speech. 


Mr. AINSWORTH (Argyllshire) asked 
whether the noble Lord was in order in 
using the word “ offensive.” 


THE DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN (Mr. 
CALDWELL, Lanarkshire, Mid.) said it 
was not an unparliamentary word. 


*Lorp BALCARRES said the Solicitor- 
General had stated that experiments in 
the direction of the Amendment had been 
tried at Birmingham and elsewhere and 


Sir IV. Robson. 


(Lancashire, | 


{COMMONS} 








and Wales) Bill. 


had failed. The hon. and learned Gentle. 
man appeared to think that it was the 
failure to secure the required number of 
teachers which was one of the contri- 
butory causes of the failure of that 
experiment. There was, however, no want 
of teachers in Birmingham, but it was 
a lack of skill in the teachers which was 
experienced, and not a lack of numbers, 
Of course, as had been stated, teaching 
was not a simple matter, and if in 
3irmingham a difficulty was found in 
getting a sufficient number of teachers 
in regard to schools which might come 
under Clause 4, how much greater would 
be the difficulty of securing teachers who 
must come under Clause 3. It was all 
very well to say that teachers to give 
this particular kind of instruction could 
not be got in Birmingham. It might 
be true, and he was not very familiar 
with the details of that particular case, 
His impression was, however, that in 
that case teaching was given outside 
schoo! hours, and the discipline had to be 
maintained by professional teachers who 
were brought in for this duty, as a sort 
of extra to the duties which they were paid 
to perform. That must have made the 
experiment unpopular among the teachers, 
He thought the hon. and learned Mem- 
ber had given the case away when he 
admitted that the teaching was not an 
easy matter, when he contended that 
in places like Birmingham it was im- 
possible to find a sufbicient number of 
properly trained men, and when he said 
that in urban districts under Clause 3 
they were not to have the professional 
services of the teacher, but must rely 
upon the volunteer. That would render 
it all the more difficult for the teaching 
to be given successfully, and when they 
reached Clause 7 it would be an argu- 
ment for giving the privilege to profes- 
sional teachers to exercise the option of 
giving this instruction. 


260 


*Mr. NUSSEY (Pontefract) said he 


‘did not find himself in agreement with 


the Government, and regretted that they 
did not see their way to accept the 
Amendment. So long as we had religious 
teaching in this country the parents 
of a child had a right to have arrange- 
ments made for the kind of religious 
teaching which they desired. He re- 
gretted that the Government did not see 
their way to deal with that difficulty, 
and he especially regretted the heated 
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eloquence with which the Solicitor-General , 


had referred to the religious denomina- 
tion of which he himself was a humble 
member. In the first place it was said 
that they would have a pandemonium 
if all the religious denominations im- 
parted instruction in the village school 
on a particular day. He did not 
think there was any substance in that 
argument, and he ventured to dis- 
agree with those who urged that view. 
The argument as to trust deeds also had 
no validity, since in 1902 the right hon. 
(rentleman had made an end of the trust 
deeds of voluntary schools. ‘Then they 
were told that the parents did not want 
this particular kind of instruction. Which 
statement were they to believe —the 
statement that the parents did not want 
it at all, or that their wanting it would 
cause a pandemonium? They were told 
that the Amendment was opposed to the 
best interests of the children, but he 
thought the best interests of the children 
were best provided for, so long as there 
was religious teaching provided in the 
schools in the creed in which the parents 
of the children believed and in the creed 
in which they were educated at home. 
If the parents of children demanded 
dogmatic teaching in such cases, he 
did not think that Cowper-Templeism 
would advance the cause of religion 
much, whereas the Amendment proposed 
a logical solution which would stave 
off a resort to purely secular educa- 
tion in the schools. For that reason he 
found himself unable to support the 
Government in the attitude which they 
had taken up. 


*CoLoNEL WILLIAMS (Dorsetshire, 
W.) said that like the hon. Gentleman 
opposite he regretted the heat which the 
Solicitor-General had imported into the 
debate. The hon. and learned Gentleman 
was wrong in his facts, because he repre- 
sented that the effect of this Amendment 
would be to do away with that which 
they on that side of the House valued 
as much as hon. Members opposite, 
namely, common worship. The reverse 
was the case, for the Government had 
already yielded that when facilities were 
given for denominational teaching on two 
days, on the other three days un- 
denominational teaching might be given. 
What was desired to be taught was that 
though beliefs might differ, yet common 


worship was possible; and they should | 
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have denominational teaching on two 
days in the week, and common teaching 
on all the others. The hon. and learned 
Gentleman seemed to be oblivious 
of the progress which the country was 
making in regard to this question of 
religious education. They were asked 
what was the use of making speeches 
when the Government had made up their 
minds in regard to what they were going 
to do, bus the value of making them was 
to be found not in the answers which 
might be given to them inside the House, 
but in the answers they got outside 
the House. At that moment he had 
in his pockets letters which contained 
two of strongest pieces of evidence 
possible that the country was rapidly 
coming round to the acceptance of 
universal facilities for all kinds of de- 
nominational education in every school. 
At the general election he obtained 
considerably more Nonconformist votes 
than he thought he would, because 
he consistently preached at his meet- 
ings the doctrine that this was not a 
question of Protestantism. Nor was it. 
If it were it would be a case of persecution, 
because it meant that some people would 
say, “I am a Protestant, and in this 
matter I will have my way, and those 
who are not Protestants shall not have 
theirs.” That was persecution of the 
worst kind. But Protestantism did not 
enter into this question in any way. If 
they proved that Romanising doctrines 
were taught in many more Church schools 
than hon. Members even in their wildest 
moments imagined, what had that to do 
with education? If that was thought, it 
meant that those who held that view were 
going to force their own system of educa- 
tion on every body in the country, because 
they thought it was right. The hon. 
Member for Mid. Glamorgan said he did 
not want any facilities. But what about 
those who did? Were they not to have 
them? The hon. Member for Mid. Gla- 
morgan said ‘ No, certainly not.” But it 
was a religious question dealing with 
men’s consciences, and was this Com- 
mittee going to fetter men’s con- 
sciences because they themselves did not 
want facilities? The hon. Member for 
North Camberwell spoke of breaking up 
the family life in the school, but the school 
was not a family institution, it was a civil 
institution. The family was a divine in- 
stitution with the divine responsibility of 
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parents to children and children to | 
parents. 


Dr. MACNAMARA: Family life in 
the schools. 


*COLONEL WILLIAMS : But it was not 
family life, it was school life. He wanted 
to make school life as harmonious’ as 
but 


possible, they were not going 
to do it by teaching the children 


that the parents’ religion was all wrong 
and did not matter. If they gave them 
Cowper-Temple teaching in the schools 
they must go further and say that that 
satisfied them for their school life, and 
that it ought to satisfy them for the 
whole of their lives. 


Dr. MACNAMARA: Who does that ? 
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all desired to strengthen, namely, the 


Christian religion which, although they 


differed in the application of it, was 
the same Christian religion in which they 
all worshipped. 


Mr. T. W. RUSSELL (Tyrone, §,) 
said the Amendment seemed so reason- 
able on the face of it that they mht 
have considerable difficulty in voting 
against it. But, as often happened, other 
countries gave them a clue to what it 
really meant. In Ireland they had a 
system of education founded on combined 
secular and separate religious instruction, 
Under that system it was competent to 
teach all forms of religion as the parents 
of the children might desire. What had 
the result been? It had resulted in this, 
that the whole system, designed to bea 


national system, had developed into an 


*CoLONEL WILLIAMS said no one, and 
they did not want to see it done. But 
they must not talk of family life in the 
schools. They wanted to teach the 
children on two days a week that there was 
such a thing as denominational religion. 
They wanted them to live together and 
worship together ; but they did not want. 
them taken out of their religion, The true | 
religion that they wanted to teach was not 
merely definite religion, but the unity of 
the religion of Christianity, and that 
though they might differ in the applica- | 
tion, it was the same Christianity. If. 


it was real Christianity, and they | 
were to let the children grow up 


Christians, they must not stop any 
religion they could give. It was the 
neglect and carelessness on the part of 
the parents that they had to fight, and 
if they got the parents of only 
five children to say they desired that 
on two days a week definite reli- 
gious instruction should be given to 
their children, for God’s sake let them give | 
it. Let them give them instruction on the 
unity of Christianity on three days a 
week, but if anybody said they wanted | 
their child taught the doctrines of Roman 
Catholicism, or any other doctrine, let the | 
child be taught what its parents desired. 
Let the parents have their facilities in 
the name of freedom. That was the | 
true principle of freedom and a stepping- 
stone to a real universal system. Every | 
child in every school should have exactly | 
the same opportunities of receiving unde- | 
nominational teaching, because in that | 
way they would strengthen what they | 


Colonel Williams. 


open denominational system, and each of 
the sects did not keep its religion in 
the schools, but had got a school for itself, 
with the result that there were small 
schools, and inefficient because they 
were small. The whole system had 
broken down, and it was now frankly 
denominational. He agreed with the 
hon. Member for North Camberwell that 
it was pretty much like introducing 
pandemonium into the schools. The Irish 


_people found that out very quickly: 


each sect built its own school, and 
hundreds of those schools were inefficient 
because they were small. He would be 
no party to hunting Christianity out 
of the schools, but then what was 


this that he heard about Cowper-Temple 


religion? Did not the last speaker 
believe that the Cowper-Temple system 
at all events was practical Christianity ? 
Were not the foundations of Christianity 
taught under the Cowper-Temple system ! 
Aiter all, what were they going to teach 
children beyond the foundations of 


Christianity ? What did they know about 


Creeds? He wished they could be pre- 
vented from learning them till they were 
very much older. He would vote against 
the Amendment simply because the same 
system had broken down in Ireland, and 
he believed it would introduce pande- 
monium in England. 


*Mr. J. WARD (Stoke-on-Trent) said 
if they only considered what the pro- 
position amounted to, they would see 
that it was absolutely impossible to 
carry it out, It meant that probably 
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one person, and very often not more | 
perhaps | 


than two, and occasionally 
three, would be able practically to 
disarrange the whole of the ordinary 
teaching in the school by the demand 
for special facilities, Let them imagine 
the difficulty of allotting the time. 
Supposing four or five claims were 
made for special facilities in 
school—because there was no reason, if 
this Amendment was passed, why the 
Wesleyans and the Unitarians, and the 
Methodists and the Baptists and every- 
body else should not make a claim. 
Many of the schools affected were 
oneroomed schools, and he could 
picture in his mind’s eye how they 


were going to mark them out, this the | 


Baptist corner and that the Wesleyan 


corner, and another the Roman Catholic | 
It was only necessary to imagine | 


corner. 
it, to see how utterly ridiculous and 
confusing such a practice would be. 


the | 
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Mr. PAUL (Northampton): And the. 


Atheists. 


*Mr. WARD: Yes, if there was a 
demand for atheistic teaching that would 
also be included. How the system could 
be managed he could not for the life of 
him imagine. Under these circumstances 
he thought the Attorney-General was 
absolutely justified in his criticism. 


*Mr. NIELD (Middlesex, Ealing) said 
he was glad to follow the hon. Member 
who had just resumed his seat for he had 
addressed a meeting of 5,000 Church. 
men at ‘Hanley adjoining Stoke-upon- 
Trent and an open-air meeting of 2,000 
people, at both of which meetings the 
Bill had been discussed and resolutions 
passed without a single dissentient voice 
denouncing and disapproving of its 
provisions, At any rate Churchmen ot 


North Staffordshire were resolved to 
give this Bill their uncompromising 
opposition. 


Mr. WARD: A few days after that I | 


addressed a meeting in the Market Hall, 
Longton, of about 10,090 people. 


*Mr. NIELD said he was of course 


Without any information as to the meet- | 
tween the Catholics and the Church and 


ing referred to by the hon. Member 
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regard to this Bill when the opportunity 
arose. He regretted exceedingly the 
bitter and sarcastic speech of the Solicitor- 
General. The Amendment did nothing 
more than give parents the right to be 
heard. They were asking for religious 
freedom for the parents. In the spirit 
in which they had been met by the 
Government to-day they could hope for 
nothing, but he believed that if they 
could appeal to the country the religious 
freedom which they desired would not be 
refused. A prominent supporter of 
the Government and a loyal Churchman 
recently told him that he opposed this 
Bill, although he was an earnest Liberal, 
because it departed from every principle 
of Liberalism, and from the elementary 
principles of liberty. That was the 
foundation upon which he based _ his 
opposition to this Bill. (Cries of “ Ques- 
tion.”| It was the question whether the 
parents of fifteen children attending any 


| public elementary school should have 


religious teaching —-— 


THe CHAIRMAN: That is not the 
Amendment. The proposal under dis- 
cussion rejates to transferred voluntary 
schools. 


*Mr. NIELD said he was dealing with 
the principle as to whether the parents of 
fifteen children attending any transferred 
voluntary school were to have an oppor- 
tunity of saying whether their children 
should be allowed to have special facilities. 
If this Bill was supposed to give religious 
freedom it could only be religious freedom 
for the parents, because the children were 
not old enough to understand religious 
questions, nor could it be supposed that 
they should be called upon to make any 
such election. Surely it was only the 
barest justice that this concession should 
be made. If the country was asked to 
pronounce upon the question whether it 
was considered satisfactory that the 
schools should have these facilities for 


_only two days a week, he had no doubt 


whatever as to the conclusion they would 


| arrive at. 


for Stoke-on-Trent, but none the less | 


those 7,000 people whom he addressed | 
might be trusted to do their duty in | 


*Mr. REES (Montzomery Boroughs) 
said that upon this question he was some- 
what astonished at the triple alliance be- 


the secularists. It was true that adversity 
made strange bedfellows, but it was very 
significant that the Church and the 
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secularists, who were opposite as the 
poles, should be combining against re- 
ligious instruction. Both religious parties 
in his own constituency were agreed 
in urgently desiring to have religious 
instruction. 


Lorp R. CECIL: This Amendment 
does not provide for the abolition of 
religious instruction. 


*Mr. REES said it made religious 
instruction impracticable, and it always 
seemed to him that the noble Lord's 
arguments proceeded upon wrong lines 
historically. His claim was that what- 
ever was conceded to the Catholies 
should be conceded to the Anglican 
Church. [Cries of “Why not?”] The 
Catholic case was that the Bible should 
be interpreted by a priest. Was that 
the case of the Church of England ? 


Mr. J. WARD, on a point of order, 
asked whether the subjects which the 
hon. Member for Montgomery Boroughs 
was discussing had anything at all 
to do with the Amendment before the 
Committee. 


THE CHAIRMAN: I think the 


matter is decidedly wide. 


*Mr. REES said that almost every 
other speaker had gone on lines wide 
enough to embrace the question he 
alluded to, but he would leave it out. 
It seemed to him to be absolutely im- 
practicable to do what the noble Lord 
desired by this Amendment. How was 
it possible to carry out these religious 
facilities? He felt sometimes that 
any man who had spent most of his 
life abroad was rather disqualified 
from dealing with the ethical and religious 
aspects of these questions in the House. 
He had, however, taken considerable pains 
to investigate the kind of religion given 
under the Cowper-Temple Clause, and 
after visiting numerous schools he 
confessed that he thought Cowper- 
Templeism was a most excellent founda- 
tion for religion, such as any Christian of 
any persuasion might allow his child to 
receive in its tender years. He thought 
denominational instruction upon two 
days a week was sufficient for all practical 


Mr. Rees. 
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purposes, and would give a foundation 
for religion such as the Church of Eng- 
land, the Free Churches, and in fact any 
Christian Church might accept. 


THE CHAIRMAN: The hon. Mem- 
ber appears to be speaking upon the 
religious teaching which is to be given, 
and that is not in order. 


*Mr. REES claimed that the Free 
Churches were as sincere with regard to 
religious instruction as the Church of 
England, and it might be taken for 
granted that there was equal sincerity on 
both sides. The case for Liberal Church- 
men had been dealt with by the hon. 
Member for Northampton. He might 
say that he had received a good many 
resolutions from rural deaneries and 
other Church associations in his constitu- 
ency, and he could not honestly say that 
they were satisfied with the Bill, and 
regarded the agitation against this 
measure as being purely ecclesiastical, as 
the hon. Member had claimed. 


THE CHAIRMAN: I must warn the 
hon. Member that he is becoming highly 
irrelevant. 


*Mr. REES said his constituency was 
determined to have religious instruction. 
It would be different if they could say 
with Tacitus “Deorum injurias Diis cure,” 
but the country would not take that view, 
and as it wanted religious teaching, 
practicable religious teaching should be 
given, and he would support this section 
of the Bill as it stood and oppose the 
Amendment. 


Mr. BIRRELL expressed the hope 
that the Amendment might be with- 
drawn, or at any rate a vote taken upon 
it, in order that the rest of the time at 
their disposal might be devoted to the 
further consideration of the clause. He 
hoped that the noble Lord would not 
feel that he was speaking disrespectfully 
of his Amendment, but the point had 
already been dealt with by the Govern- 
ment in a previous debate, and there 
could be no alteration in regard to the 
position of the Government in this 
matter. 
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Question put. 


Acland-Hood,Rt.Hn.Sir AlexF. 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Aubrey-Fletcher‘Rt. Hon. SirH. 
Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt.Hn.A.J. (CityLond 
Balfour, Capt. C.B. (Hornsey) 
Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry, N. 
Beach, Hn. Michael HughHicks 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 

Bignold, Sir Arthur 0 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 

Bull, Sir William James 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cavendish, Rt.Hon. Victor C.W. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cochrane, Hn. Thos. H. A. FE. 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craig, Captain James (Down, E. 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Dixon, Sir Daniel 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Du Cros, Harvey 





Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Alden, Percy 

Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Armitage, R. 

Astbury, John Meir 
Atherley-Jones, L. 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker, J. A. (Finsbury, E.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barker, John 

Barlow, John E. (Somerset) 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnes, G. N. 

Beale, W. P. 

Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) 
Bell, Richard 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, John W. (Devonport) 
Berridge, T. H. D. 

Bertram, Julius 

Bethell, J. H. (Essex, Romford) | 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Billson, Alfred 

Birrell, Rt. Hn. Augustine 
Black, Arthur W. (Bedfordsh. 
Bolton, T.D.(Derbyshire, N.E.) 
Boulton, A. C. F (Ramsey) 
Bramsdon, T. A. 

Branch, James 

Brigg, John 

Brght, J. A. 
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| The Committee divided :—Ayes, 78; 


Noes, 285. 


AYES. 


Faber, George Denison (Yorlx) 
Fell, Arthur 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Fletcher, J. S. 

yardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Haddock, George R. 

Hamilton, Marquess of 
Harrison-Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Hervey, F.W.F(BuryS. Edm’ds) 
Hill, HenryStaveley(Staff’ sh.) 
Kennaway Rt Hon. Sir J. H. 
Kenyon-Slaney Rt. Hn.Col.W. 
King, Sir H. Seymour (Hull) 
Lamont, Norman 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Long, Rt. Hn. Walter (Dublin,S 
Lowe, Sir Francis William — 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Magnus, Sir Philip 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Masterman, C. F. G. 
Middlemore, JohnThrogmorton 
Nield, Herbert 

Parker, Sir Gilbert(Gravesend) 
Parkes, Ebenezer 


NOES. 


Brooke, Stopford 
Bryce, J.A. (Inverness Burghs) 
Buckmaster, Stanley O. 
Burns, Rt. Hon. John 


| Burnyeat, J. D. W. 


Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Buxton, Rt. Hn. Sydney Chas. 
Byles, William Pollard 
Cameron, Robert 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. 
Cawley, Frederick 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Clarke, C. Goddard 
Cleland, J. W. 


| Clough, W. 


Coats, Sir T.Glen-(Renfrew,W.) 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Corbett,C.H.(Sussex, E Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Cotton, Sir H. J. S. 


| Cowan, W. H. 


Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 

Cross, Alexander 

Crossley, William J. 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, David(Montgomery Co. 
Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, M. Vaughan- (Cardigan 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, S.) 
Dickinson, W.H.(St.Pancras,N. 
Dilke, Rt .Hon. Sir Charles 
Dobson, Thomas W. 
Duckworth, James 


(Division List No. 141.) 


Partington, Oswald 

Pease, Herbert P. (Darlington) 
Percy, Earl 

Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Ratcliff, Major R. F. 
Rawlinson, John Frederick P. 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Roberts, S. (Sheffield, Ecclesall) 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Starkey, John R. 

Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Talbot, Rt.HnJ.G(Oxf’d. Univ.) 
Thomson, W. Mitchell-(Lanark 
Thornton, Percy M. 

Valentia, Viscount 

Walrond, Hon. Lionel 

Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid.) 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, S.) 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B.Stuart- 
Wyndhan, Rt. Hon. George 


TELLERS FOR THE AyES—Lord 
Robert Cecil and Mr. 





Carlile. 


Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness 
| Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
| Dunne, MajorE.Martin( Walsall 
| Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
| Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
| Ellis, Rt. Hon. John Edward 
| Erskine, David C. 
| Essex, R. W. 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Everett, R. Lacey 
Faber, G. H. (Boston) 
Fenwick, Charles 
Ferens, T. R. 

Findlay, Alexander 
Fowler, Rt. Hn. Sir Henry 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 
Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A. H. 

Glover, Thomas 
Goddard, Daniel Ford 
Gooch, George Peabody 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Harcourt, Rt. Hn. Lewis 
Hardie, J. Keir(MerthyrT yd vil) 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r.) 
Hart-Davies, T. 

Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Helme, Norval Watson 
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Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson, J. M.(Aberdeen, W. 
Henry, Charles S. 

Hodge, John 

Holden, E. Hopkinson 
Hooper, A. G. 

Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset,N 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Horridge, Thomas Gardner 
Hudson, Walter 

Hutton, Alfred Eddison 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Illingworth, Perey H. 

Jacoby, James Alfred 

Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 

Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jowett, F. W. 

Kearley, Hudson FE. 
Kekewich, Sir George 
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TELELRS FOR THE NoEs—Mr. 
Whiteley and Mr J. A. 


| 


| Pease. 


Mr. J. W. WILSON (Worcestershire, | whether “special religious instruction’ 


N.) moved that the words at the end of | 


Sub-section (1) limiting 


religious instruction to two mornings a 
week should be omitted, and that the 


| 


the special 


was to be given on one, two, three, four, 
or five days a week. There was up and 
down the country a certain amount of 
feeling of hardship with regard to the 


Sub-section should simply enable children | limitation of days in the clause, and _per- 


whose parents so wished 
such instruction.” 


Amendment was to open up the question 


The object of the 


to “receive 





sonally he should like to hear the views 
of the Government on the question why 
the matter could not be left perfectly 





ee 
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such instruction 


and the trustees to decide the number of | arily given in the Church schools of 


days. If that were done, probably the 
result would be that in a great majority 
of the schools not more than one or two 
days would be taken. He thought that 
inmany Anglican schools Cowper-Temple 
teaching would be welcomed. 
had accepted the Amendment proposed 
by the hon. Member for East Marylebone 
in regard to all schools, whether denomi- 
national or provided, it would have been 
desirable to limit to one or two the days 


on which religious teaching of a special | 


character should be permitted. But if it 
were confined to the transferred schools, 
he could see very little risk of difficulty 
arising if the question were left entirely 
open. In most Church schools 


to the extension of the teaching. But 


he would not force co-religionists who | 


now gave special religious instruction 
oftener, and desired to continue it, or who 
felt that they would be at a disadvantage 
compared with another Church which 
under Clause 4 would give such instruc- 
tion every day in the week, to become, or 
threaten to become, passive resisters on 
account of this limitation. 


Amendment proposed— 

“Tn page 2, line 34, to leave out from the 
word ‘ receive,’ to the end of the Sub-section, 
and insert the words ‘such instruction.’ ”— 


(Mr. J. W. Wilson.) 


Question proposed, “ That the words 
‘that instruction’ stand part of the 
Clause.” 


Mr. BIRRELL said the Amendment 
would remove the restriction by which 
facilities for religious instruction were 
limited to two mornings a week, and 
allow it to be given on every day of the 
week. It was quite impossible for the 
Government to accede to that. They 
had given the matter full consideration, 
and two mornimgs a week were selected, 
because the result of their inquiries 
showed that that was the maximum 


VOL. CLIX. [FourtH SERIEs. ] 


If they | 


the | 
removal of the limitation would not lead | 


|the country. That was no reflection 
upon those schools. It was simply an 
| educational limitation prescribed, after 
long experience, as being a sufficient 
‘number of days for catechetical and 
strictly denominational instruction. He 
_ventured to say that these were the 
methods and principles on which Church 
of England schools had heen carried on 
for a hundred years, and the Govern- 
ment proposed to adhere to their ancient 
usage, 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said the speech 
of the right hon. Gentleman was hardly 
satisfactory, for reasons which he would 
at once appreciate. What the right 
hon. Gentleman appeared to have done 
| was to take the average of the practice 
‘in the Church of England schools, and 


'to say that that average was to be 
obligatory upon each unit on which the 
He saw no rationale 


| average was taken. 


‘in that principle at all. It might 
be true that, for reasons purely 


educational, and also for other reasons 
which might attach to the fact that in 
the Church of England schools there 
was a great anxiety to meet the wishes 
of parents who did not belong to the 
Church of England, there was a large 
number of schools, perhaps a majority, 
in which the catechism was taught on 
only two days a week ; but on what prin- 
ciple they were going to take that 
average as the obligatory and statutory 
maximum he failed to understand. But 
before he pressed that question, he 
should like to ask the Minister for 
Education a question upon the interpreta- 
tion of his own provision. The right 
hon. Gentleman and the hon. Gentleman 
who had moved the Amendment ap- 
peared to think that only on two days 
a week was any teaching of the Church 
Catechism permissible. On the other 
hand, the view of many of his hon. 
friends was that “two days” meant two 
days for any given child—that no child 
transferred school should be 





in any 


Ix 
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than two days a week. That was an 
eminently more reasonable proposition 
than the proposition which the hon. 
Gentleman who moved the Amendment 
seemed to think was embodied in the Bill, 
and which was countenanced by the 
Minister for Education viz., that the 
denominational teacher should not be 
permitted on more than two days a week 
to deal with the subject at all. He asked 
the Committee to observe the gross and 
palpable injustice of that last provision. 
In the voluntary schools there 
children of all ages from three or four to 
fourteen or fifteen. Manifestly the same 
education of any kind, denominational or 
undenominational, was not suitable to 


were 


children of very tender years, as might 


be suitable to a child of ten, twelve, or | 


fourteen. Therefore, if religion, or any- 
thing else, was to be taught to the best 
advantage, the children must be divided 
into classes selected according to the age, 


progress, and intellectual aptitudes of the | 


children. If only two days a week were 
allowed for denominational teaching to 


the children at school, it was evident that | 


the denominational teacher would be 
unable to have small classes according to 
age and capacity. If they limited the 


teaching to two days a week in schools | 


where Church children were ina majority, 
the classes would necessarily be large, 
and composed of children of different 
ages, to whom different teaching ought to 
be given, and that would be quite 
arbitrarily and most cruelly to diminish 
the efficiency of the religious teaching in 
those schools. These were two quite 
different policies. He thought the first 


—the most tolerant and the broadest 

minded—was that which the Government 

intended to adopt, but evidently the hon. 

‘Ssentleman who moved the Amendment 

did not think they meant to adopt it, and 
Mr. A. J. Balfour. 
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_he wished to put the Bill in a far more 
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‘intelligible shape. It did not appear to 


| have occurred to the Minister for Educa- 
| tion that the interpretation they had put 
on the Bill could be the true one, but, 
whether it was the interpretation which a 
lawyer would put upon it, or not, it was 
the interpretation which a statesman 
ought to desire to put upon it. It did no 
injury to any human being, it did not 
add to the power of any denomination, 
and it did not injure the children of any 
other denomination. All it did was to 
permit the organisation of religious 
teaching in voluntary schools to be con- 
ducted on the principle accepted in regard 
to every other kind of teaching. It 
enabled classes to be formed according to 
age, and in such a manner that they 
could be taught with real advantage by a 
competent teacher. To limit the possibility 
of denominational teaching to two days a 
_ week, and to compel the teacher to have 
| one large class for the advanced child of 
fourteen or fifteen and the child of three 
‘or four, who ought hardly to be permitted 
to be at school at all, was surely one of 
the most irrational, intolerant, and cruel 
| provisions that could be imagined to 
| introduce into a Bill. He hoped they 
'would be assured that, by a slip, the 
Minister for Education had misunderstood 
‘his own Bill, or, if that were not the 
| case, that he was prepared to make his 
| Bill what they on the Opposition side of 
the House had conceived it to be. 








| Mr. BIRRELL said that the words of 
‘the clause were “afford those facilities 
by enabling children whose parents 





| wished them to receive religious instruc- 
‘tion of that special character to receive 
that instruction on not more than two 
mornings in the week.” 


| 


| Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Hear, hear. 
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Mr. BIRRELL said he did not dispute 
the view taken by the right hon, 
Gentleman. His speech in reply to the 
Amendment was based on the assumption 
that denominational teaching was to be 
given on two days of the week, and two 
days only. But he quite admitted that 
the wording of the clause which he had 
quoted enabled religious instruction to 
be given, in order to meet the necessities 
of a school, on more than two days, 
provided that it was given to no child on 
more than two, 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR : In other words, 
there may be denominational teaching on 
five days in the voluntary schools pro- 
vided that no individual child received 
religious teaching on more than two days. 


Mr. CAVE said he would like it to be 
clearly understood whether the owners of 
voluntary schools could stipulate that 
denominational teaching must be given 
on two mornings of the week. 


*Mr. PERKS said he was bound to say 
that the interpretation put upon this 
clause by the Minister for Education was 
a revelation to many on the Ministerial 
side of the House. Sometimes there were 
extraordinary pitfalls in those subtly- 
drawn clauses which were a perplexity to 
plain men of business. But he 
sure that the view which the Minister 
had taken of this 
not the 
in the country. 
ticular clause taken at large in the country 
was that simple Bible teaching was to be 
the ordinary religious instruction in the 


was 


particular clause 
view which 
The view of this par- 


was prevailed 


schools, and that, if anything more was 
required of a sectarian, dogmatic, or 
ecclesiastical nature, it was to be given 
outside the school hours. 
cries of “No.”] Whether that extra 
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denominational teaching was to be allowed 
within the school hours, was a question 
which would have to be fought later on. 
All that was to be given in ordinary 
school hours was simple Bible instruction, 
or Cowper-Temple instruction, or what- 
ever other name they might give it. At 
present there was no provision in the Bill 
to provide that this special instruction 
under Clauses 3 and 4, be it of a sectarian, 
dogmatic, or ecclesiastical nature, was to 
be given in school hours. 


Me. A. J. BALFOUR: It is accepted 
by the Government. 


*Mr. PERKS said he did not under- 
stand that the Government had made any 
such promise, but he would not argue 
that point now, as it did not arise, but 
the contention of the Leader of the 
Opposition was that on every morning of 
the week a minister of religion should be 
admitted to the schools to give religious 
instruction if the parents demanded it. 
Then, what became of the unfortunate 
parents of the children of dissenting com- 
munions ? It was perfectly clear that the 
interpretation put upon the clause by the 
Minister for Education, that in the case 
of every National school which might be 
transferred the parish clergyman might 
enter it on every morning of the week to 
give religious instruction, was not the 
interpretation put upon it by the country. 
He had taken out the figures of some 
of Lin- 
and he found that out of 


schools in his division 


colnshire ; 


own 


sixteen schools, in only two did the 
parson come in to give religious instruc- 
tion on two mornings a week; in 
three schools he went in on one morning 
a week, and into the remaining eleven he 


never went at all. 


Mr. BIRRELL said that 
who had just spoken was in 


his hon. 
friend 


K 2 
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error, and therefore he wished to reply 
at once. They were now dealing with 
Clause 3, which was confined to the 
trust of the particular school, and no 
other person was to be permitted within 
the walls of that school except the person 
who was to carry out the teaching of the 
denomination or trust to which it be- 
longed. If it was a Wesleyan school no 
one but a person instructing in the 
doctrine of John Wesley would have any 
access to that school at all. 


*Mr. PERKS: He would not do it. 


Mr. BIRRELL: Then they might 
eliminate all outsiders from their con- 
sideration, because the only person who 
would have access to the school was the 
person who was qualified to give de- 
nominational teaching of the denomina- 
tion to the 


Therefore, they got rid of the constant 


which school belonged. 
incursion of rival religions. Then another 
question arose which, in his opinion, was 
a matter of pure business dealing between 
the persons who made these bargains and 
the persons who were entitled to the 
benefit of the Bill) What was 
done in very large schools? In his own 


to be 


district of London there was one school 
with about 1,300 children. 
this school the facilities 
granted by Clause 3, how was the teach- 
ing to be carried out? The children were 
entitled to be taught the tenets of the 
to the 
belonged, and the children were to have 


Supposing 


came under 


denomination which school 
it at the expense of the rates on not more 
than two mornings a week if their parents 
wished it. Ifa hard and fast rule were 
to be laid down that every child in that 
school was to have denominational teach. 


ing on the same two mornings in the 


week, whether the number was 400 or 
1,300, the teachers would not be forth- 


Mr. Birrell. 


{COMMONS} 





280 


coming and the facilities could not be 


and IPVales) Bill. 


afforded. 
these children the rights and privileges 
to which they were entitled. He did not 
wish to make this a controversial point. 


That would be denying to 


He wished hon. Gentlemen would ask 
themselves, on this clause still more than 
on Clause 4, whether they wished these 
facilities to be afforded. They were 
facilities of a most limited description. 
to 


extend them, but had rejected the voice 


The Government had been invited 
of the tempter, and had limited this to 
Clause 3. By 
whose parents wished them to be taught 


this clause, all children 


the religion of the denomination to which 
the school belonged should have it on 
not more than two mornings a week. 
That was pre-eminently a matter for 
arrangement between the owners and the 
authorities when they took over the 
school. It was only fair that it should 
be understood that these facilities were 
to be allowed if the parents wished it, 
and if the size of the school rendered it 
impossible that all the children should 
receive that denominational teaching on 
the same two mornings they were not 
For 


Heaven’s sake let hon. Members make 


thereby to be deprived of having it. 


no mistake about this matter, which 
really was not open to the consequences 
anticipated by the last speech. 


Mr. J. W. WILSON said that after 
what had taken place he thought he had 
better leave to 
Amendment. 


ask withdraw _ his 


Tue CHAIRMAN : Is it your pleasure 
that the Amendment be 
{Loud cries of “ No.”] 


withdrawn ? 


Mr. STUART WORTLEY said that 


as one of those who had said “no” 


when the proposal was put that the 
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Amendment should be withdrawn he| 
wished to explain why he had taken | 

| 
that course. 
this 


He thought it was obvious | 


| 


limit was 


that of two days 
perfectly mischievous and would take | 
away from the local authority the | 


freedom and liberty which the Govern- | 
ment proclaimed as the keynote of their | 
policy. He hoped the right hon. Gentle- | 
man would extend the liberty to be given. 


in regard to the time of religious instruc- | 
tion and would see that by making this | 
small concession he would get rid of a 
large portion of the ill-will engendered by 
the Bill. 


Mr. SOARES 
staple) said he was strongly in favour of | 


Barn- 


(Devonshire, 


the facilities given by the Bill under 
Clauses 3 and 4, but he was not in favour | 
of them as interpreted by the right hon. 
(entleman. The point he wanted to 
make clear was what was going to happen 
to the rural schools, because he repre- 
sented a rural constituency. Was there 
to be a right of entry on the part of 
every single teacher of every denomina- | 
tion to give denominational teaching on 
every day of the week ? If the publie were 
going to pay for the teaching of denomi- 
national religion on five days a week, 
which was the only interpretation he 
could put upon the declarations of the 
rizht hon. Gentleman, he could not 
support the facilities. He hoped, however, 
that the right hon. Gentleman would say 


that his interpretation was a wrong one. 


Mr. BIRRELL said that it was entirely 
a question of honestly giving effect to 
these facilities. 
to allow the clergyman a right of entry 


If it were not necessary 


on every day in the week it certainly 
would not be allowed. It was a matter 
of machinery. In the great majority of | 
the rural schools there would be no! 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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difficulty in confining this “ facilities ” 
teaching to two named days in the week ; 
but if it could not be given reasonably 
and properly on two days the time would 
have to be extended. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said that he 
agreed that it was a matter of machinery. 
But it 
teachers, and with them alone, to deter- 
[*No.”] This was 


of 


rested with the denominational 


mine the matter. 


not to be a matter arrangement, 


'or one of the points to be bargained 


about between the managers and the local 
It rested with the denomi- 
nation alone to determine how the 
teaching was to be given—|‘“ No”|— 
whether the two days teaching to be 
given to each child should be concentrated 
into two days of the week, or whether 
it should be distributed over five days 
of the week, although no single child 
might receive it on more than two days 
of the week. [“No.”} That was what 
they contemplated in the Bill, 


that was what they approved of. 


and 


Mr. BIRRELL: I do not agree at all, 
The right hon. Gentleman’s interpretation 
comes to this, that if the denomination 


chooses to say they cannot teach twenty, 


thirty, forty, or fifty children on two 
days they are to be entitled to come in 
on every day. That I entirely dispute. 
It is a matter of machinery and a matter 
for the local authority. 

Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: The local 


authority ? On what words in the clause 


| does the right hon. Gentleman rely for 


an interpretation which is not the inter- 
pretation he gave ten minutes ago, and 
is absolutely inconsistent with the plain 
meaning of the English language ? 


Mr. DILLON said he only rose for the 
purpose of pointing out that it must now 








283 Education (England 
have dawned on the minds of some hon. 
Gentlemen opposite that the time allocated 


to Clauses 3 and 4 was not quite sufficient. 


Sir W. ROBSON said one was disposed 
to ask the right hon. Gentleman the 
Leader of the Opposition where in the 
clause he found the words empowering 
the teachers, 
any reference to the local authority, to 
impose its own idea of the number of 
days necessary to comply with the 
provisions of the clause. The clause 
said the local authorities should afford 
facilities to enable children to receive, 
on not more than two days a week, the 
religious instruction they required. The 
denomination was not entitled to select 
and classify the children themselves, 
whether the local authority liked it or 


denominational without 


not, so as to spread the denominational 





He reminded 
the Committee, moreover, that tne clause 


instruction over five days. 


was founded on the experience of existing 


schools. In schools as they now existed | 
it had been found in general sufficient 


to give the Catechism teaching on two 
mornings in the week, and that covered 


all the children in the school. 


Lorp R. CECIL confessed that he was 
utterly unable to accept the Solicitor- 
(reneral’s explanation, and regarded the 
construction put upon the clause by 
the Solicitor-General as involving a 
serious infringement of the liberty of 
The net result of the 
interpretation of the Solicitor-General 


was that a local authority which was 


the subject. 


hostile to the giving of religious in- 
struction would be able to insist upon 
what instruction should be given. 





Mr. PAUL advised the President to | 
drop a clause which nobody understood, 
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nobody supported, and to which every- 
body objected. 


*Mr. LEIF JONES thought it was a 
revelation to both sides of the House that 
the interpretation suggested by the right 
hon. Gentleman opposite could be put 
upon this clause. He could only say that 
if that was the interpretation to which his 
right hon. friend in‘ended to give effect 
he must alter the clause by omitting 
the words “ on not more than two days a 
He defied anyone to say, if 
religious teaching went on five days a 
week, that the Bill did not “enable ” the 
children to receive religious teaching on 


week.” 


those five days. 


Mr. BIRRELL said that if the clause 
meant what the right hon. Gentleman 
opposite thought it meant, he wanted it 
made perfectly clear that it did not mean 
It did mean what he had already 
indicated, but he would take care on Re- 
port that the interpretation put upon the 
clause by the right hon. Gentleman was 
impossible. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: To what 
speech of the right hon. Gentleman is 
he going to make his Bill conform? I[ 
am in the of the 
House when I say that the interpreta- 
tion which in unmistakable language I 


recollection whole 


put on the clause was endorsed by the 
Minister in charge. 


And, it being half-past Ten of the 
Clock, the Chairman proceeded, pursuant 
to the Order of the House of the 18th 
June, to put forthwith the Question on 
the Amendment already proposed from 
the Chair. 


The Committee divided : —Ayes, 352 ; 
Noes, 159. (Division List No. 142.) 


AYES. 


Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 


Mr. Dillon, 


Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 


Alden, Perey 
Allen, A. Acland(Christchurch) 
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Astbury, John Meir 
Atherley-Jones, L. 
Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker, JosephA.(Finsbury, E.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barker, John 
Barlow,JohnEmmott(Somerset 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnard, E. B. 
Barnes, G. N. 
Barran, Rowland Hirst 
Beale, W. P. 
Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham 
Beck. A, Cecil 
Bell, Richard 
Bellairs, Carlyon 
Benn,John Williams(Devonp’rt 
Benn, W.(T’w’rHamlets,S.Geo. 
Berridge, T. H. D. 
Bertram, Julius 
Bethell, J. H. (Essex,Romford) 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Billson, Alfred 
sirrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Black, ArthurW.( Bedfordshire) 
Bolton,T.D.(Derbyshire, N.E.) 
Boulton, A. C. F. (Ramsey) 
Bramsdon, T. A. 
Branch, James 
Brigg, John 
Bright, J. A. 
Brocklehurst, W. D. 
Brooke, Stopford 
Brunner, J.F.L.(Lancs.,Leigh) | 
srunner, Sir John T.(Cheshire) | 
sryce,Rt.Hn. James(Aberdeen | 
Bryce, J. A. (Inverness Burghs) 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
suckmaster, Stanley O. 
Burnyeat, J. D. W. 
Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Buxton, Rt. Hn.SydneyChas. 
Byles, William Pollard 
Cairns, Thomas 
Cameron, Robert 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. 
Causton, Rt. Hn. Richard Knight 
Cawley, Frederick 
Chance, Frederick William 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Clarke, C. Goddard 
Cleland J. W. 
Clough, W. 
Coats, Sir T.Glen(Renfrew, W.) 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins,SirWm.J.(S.Pancras, W. 
Cooper, G. J. 
Corbett, C.H(Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 
Cory, Clifford John 
Cotton, Sir H. J. 8. 
Cowan, W. H. 
Cremer, William Randal 
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Crombie, John William 

Crooks, William 

Cross, Alexander 

Crossley, William J. 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, David(Montgomery,Co. 
Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, M. Vaughan-(Cardigan) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, S.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh.) 
Dickinson, W.H.(St.Pancras N. 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dobson, Thomas W. 
Duckworth, James 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness 
Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 


| Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 


Dunne, MajorE. Martin( Walsall 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Ellis, Rt. Hon John Edward 
Erskine, David C. 

Essex, R. W. 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Everett, R. Lacey 

Faber, G. H. (Boston) 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 
Findlay, Alexander 

Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Furness, Sir Christopher 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A. H. 

Glendinning, R. G. 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Daniel Ford 

Gooch George Peabody 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Harcourt Rt. Hon. Lewis 
Hardie J. Keir(MerthyrTydvil) 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 
Hart-Davies, T. 

Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harwood, George 

Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Heniie's n,J.M.(Aberdeen, W. 
Henry. Charles 8. 

Herbert, Col. [vor (Mon., S.) 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hodge, John 

Holden, E. Hopkinson 
Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hooper, A. G. 

Hope. W. Bateman(Somerset,N 
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| Horniman, Emslie John 


Horridge, Thomas Gardner 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 


| Hudson, Walter 
| Hutton, Alfred Eddison 


Hyde, Clarendon 
Illingworth, Perey H. 
Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 
Jackson, R. S. 

Jacoby, James Alfred 
Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 
Kearley, Hudson E. 
Kekewich, Sir George 


| Kelley, George D. 


Kincaid-Smith, Captain 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Kitson, Sir James 

Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamb, Edmund G. (Leominster 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Lawson, Sir Wilfrid 
Layland-Barratt, Francis 

Lea, HughCecil(St.Pancras, E.). 
Leese, SirJosephF.( Accrington) 
Lehmann, R. €. 

Lever, A.Levy(Essex, Harwich 
Lever, W.H.(Cheshire, Wirral) 
Levy, Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert ; 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Thomas 

Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J.M.( Falkirk B’ ghs) 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Maclean, Donald 

Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
M‘Arthur, William 

M‘Callum, John M. 

M‘Crae, George 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 

M‘Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 

Mallet, Charles E. 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Mansfield, H. Rendall( Lincoln) 
Marks, G.Croydon(Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J. 

Massie, J. 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Mond, A. 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 
Montagu, E. 8. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Morley, Rt. Hon. John 
Morrell, Philip 

Morse, L. L. 

Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. B. 
Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) 
Newnes, Sir George (Swansea) 








287 





Education (England 


Nicholls, George 
Nicholson, Chas. N. (Doncast’r | 
Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
Nuttall, Harry 

O'Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pearson, Sir W.D. (Colchester) | 
Pearson, W.H.M.(Suffolk, Eye) | 
Perks, Robert William 

Philipps, Col.Ivor(S’tham pton) 
Philipps, J. Wynford(Pem broke | 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pollard, Dr. 

Price, C. E. (Edinb’ gh,Central) 
Price, RobertJohn(Norfolk, E.) | 
Priestley, Arthur (Grantham) 
Radford, G. H. 

Rainy, A. Rolland 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 

Rea, Walter Russell (Scarboro’ 
Rees, J. D. 
Rendall, Athelstan 

Xenton, Major Leslie 

Richards, Thos. (W. Monmt’h) 
Richards, T.F, (Wolverh’mpt’n | 
Richardson, A. 

Rickett, J. Compton 
Ridsdale, FE. A. 
Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 
Robertson, Rt. Hn. E. (Dundee | 
Robertson, SirG.Scott( Bradf’rd | 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, S. 
Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roe, Sir Thomas 


Abraham, William(Cork, N.E.) | 
Acland,Hood,Rt.Hn.SirAlex.F | 
Ambrose, Robert 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt.Hon.SirH. | 
Balearres, Lord 
Balfour, RtHn.A.J.(CityLond.) | 
Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) | 


Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. (Harmood- 
Baring, Hon. Guy (Winchester) | 
Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry, N.) | 
Barry, E. (Cork, S.) 
Beach, Hn.MichaelHughHicks | 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 
Blake, Edward 

Boland, John 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Brotherton, Edward Allen 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 
Burke, E. Haviland- 
Butcher, Samuel Henry 


| Rogers, F. E. Newman 


| Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel, 8. M. (Whitechapel) 


| Stanger, H. Y. 
| Stanley, Hn.A.Lyulph(Chesh.) 


| Stuart, James (Sunderland) 


| Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
| Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
| Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 


| Thompson, J.W.H.(Somerset, E 
| Tomkinson, James 


' Toulmin, George 


| Delany, William 


| Dixon, Sir Daniel 
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Rose, Charles Day 
Rowlands, J. 
Runciman, Walter 
Russell, T. W. 


Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 

Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann, Chas. E.(Manchester ) 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick, B. 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Silecock, Thomas Ball 

Simon, John Allsebrook 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Soares, Ernest J. 


Steadman, W, C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 
Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 


Summerbell, T. 
Sutherland, J. E. 


Tennant, Sir Edward(Salisbury 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,SirA.(Glamorganshire) 
Thomas, DavidAlfred( Merthyr) 
Thomasson, Franklin 


Torrance, A. M. 





NOES. 


Carlile, E. Hildred | 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. | 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cavendish, Rt.Hon. VictorC.W 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Coates, E. Feetham(Lewisham) 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. | 
Cogan, Denis J. 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Courthope, G. Loyd 
Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) | 
Craik, Sir Henry 
Dalrymple, Viscount 


Devlin, Chas. Ramsay (Galway | 
Dillon, John 


Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Doughty, Sir George 
Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Du Cros, Harvey 


| Duffy, William J. 
| Duncan, Robert(Lanark,Govan | 


Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
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Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Ure, Alexander 

Verney, F. W. 

Vivian, Henry 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Wallace, Robert 

Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Sir John L. (Leeds, 8.) 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Ward, John (StokeuponTrent) 
Ward, W.Dudley(Southampton 
Wardle, George J. 

Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason, JohnCathart( Orkney) 
Waterlow, D. S. 

Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 
Whitbread, Howard 

White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
Whitehead, Rowland 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarth’n 
Williamson, A. (Elgin & Nairn) 
Wills, Arthur Walters 

Wilson, Hn. C.H. W. (Hull, W.) 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid) 
Wilson, .P W. (St. Pancras, 8.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Wodehouse, Lord( Norfolk, Mid) 
Wood, T. M°’Kinnon 
Woodhouse.SirJ.T.(Huddersf’d 
Yoxall, James Henry 


Lo 
2) 
io 2) 


O 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Whiteley and Mr. J. A. 
Pease. 


Faber, George Denison (York) 


| Faber, Capt. W. V. (Hants, W. 
| Fardell, Sir T. George 


Fell, Arthur 
Ffrench, Peter 


| Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 


Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Fletcher, J. 8. 


| Flynn, James Christopher 
| Forster, Henry William 


Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 


| Haddock, George R. 
Hamilton, Marquess of 
| Hammond, John 


Hardy, Laurence( Kent, Ashford 


| Harrison- Broadley, Col. H. B. 


Hayden, John Patrick 
Hazleton, Richard 

Hervey, F.W.F.(BurySEdm’ds) 
Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 
Hill, HenryStaveley(Staff’sh.) 
Hogan, Michael 

Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Joyce, Michael 
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Kennaway, Rt.Hn. Sir John H. 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt. Hn. Col.W 
Kilbride, Denis 

King, SirHenrySeymour(Hull) 
Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Long, Col. Chas. W. (Evesham) 
Long, Rt.Hn.Walter(Dublin,S. 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lundon, W. 

Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
Macpherson, J. T. 

Mac Veagh, Jeremiah (Down,S.) 
MacVeigh, Chas. (Donegal, E.) 
M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 

M‘Kean, John 

M‘Killop, W. 

Magnus, Sir Philip 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 





{20 JUNE 1906} 


Murnaghan, George | 
Murphy, John 

Nicholson, Wm. G. (Petersfield) 
Nield, Herbert 

Nolan, Joseph 

O’Brien, Kendal(TipperaryMid 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor, James(Wicklow, W.) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 
O'Doherty, Philip 

O’Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
O’Dowd, John 

O'Hare, Patrick 

O’ Kelly, James(Roscommon,N. 
O'Malley, William 

O'Mara, James 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Parker, Sir Gilbert(Gravesend) 
Pease, Herbert Pike(Darlington) 
Percy, Earl * 

Power, Patrick Joseph 
Ratcliff, Major R. F. 





and Weal <) hill. 2490 
Roche, John Galway (East) 
Rothschild, Hon. LionelWalter 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 
Sheehan, Daniel Daniel 

Smith, F.E.(Liverpool, Walton) 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Smyth, Thomas F. (Leitrim, 8.) 
Stanley,Hon. Arthur Ormskirk) 
Starkey, John R. 

Sullivan, Donal 

Talbot, Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxf’'dUniv. 
Thomson, W. Mitche!l-(Lanark) 
Thornton, Percy M. 

Valentia, Viscount 

Walrond, Hon. Lionel 

Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Wilson, J.W. (Worcestersh. N.) 
Wortley, Rt. Hn. C. B. Stuart- 
Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 





Reddy, M. 


Meagher, Michael 
Redmond, John 


Meehan, Patrick A. 
Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 
Middlemore, JohnThrogmorton 
Mooney, J. J. 

Morpeth, Viscount 





Mr. SAMUEL EVANS, on a point of | 
order, that of the tellers | 
in the last division, the hon. Member | 
for Aston failed for several | 
minutes to proceed to the of | 
the lobby, and hon. Members were kept 


said one 
Manor 
dc or 


That meant that the division 


waiting. 
was lengthened very much, and he wished 
to know if that did not constitute a dis- 
obedience of the rules of the House, 
which laid down that a teller should pro- 


ceed at once to the lobby. 


Mr. LAURENCE HARDY asked if 
there was any rule of the House under 
which the tellers had to proceed to the 
door in order to conduct the division 





under the new system. 


THe CHAIRMAN: In reply to the 
last question, I do not think that there is 
any order to that effect. What occurred 
in this case was that there was some 
little misunderstanding as to the tellers, 


and the consequence was that one of the 





tellers for some time did not go to ~*~ 
door, but he eventually went to the door. | 


Young, Samuel 


E. (Waterford) | Younger, George 


tedmond, William (Clare) 
temnant, James Farquharson | TELLERS FOR THE NOES—Mr. 
Roberts, S.(Sheffield, Ecclesall) | 
Roche, Augustine (Cork) 


Rawlinson, and Mr. Evelyn 
Cecil. 


The CHAIRMAN thereupon proceeded to 
put forthwith the question, “That the 
clause stand part of the Bill.” 


Question agreed to. 


THe PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 
TARY To THE TREASURY (Mr. 
GEORGE WHITELEY, Yorkshire, W.R., 


Pudsey): I move that you, Mr. Chair- 
man, do now report Progress. 

Str E. CARSON: May I ask why we 
should report Progress ? 

Mr. GEORGE WHITELEY said he 
was quite willing to withdraw the Motion 
if the Opposition desired to proceed now 
with Clause 4. 

THE CHAIRMAN: 
Member withdraw the Motion ? 

Mr. GEORGE WHITELEY: 


entirely in the hands of hon. Gentlemen 


Does the hon. 


I am 


opposite if they are anxious to proceed 
with Clause 4. I understand that they 
are not anxious to do so, 


Motion made, and Question put, “ That 
the Chairman do report Progress; and 
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Whiteley.) 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Abraham, William( Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Alden, Percy 

Allan, A.Acland(Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Ambrose, Robert 

Armitage, R. 

Armstrong, W. C. Heaton 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Asqi ith, Rt. Hon. Herbert Henry 
Astbury, John Meir 
Atherley-Jones, L 

Raker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker, Joseph A. (Finsbury, E. 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey(Isle of Wight) 
Parker, John 

Barlow,John Emmott(Somerset 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Barnes, G. N. 

Parran, Rowland Hirst 

Barry, E. (Cork, S.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Peaumont, Hubert( Eastbourne 
Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) 
Beck, A. Cecil 

Rell, Richard 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, ee rt 
Benn, W.(T’w’ Harmlets,S.Geo. 
Perridge, T. H. D. 

Bertram, Julius 

Bethell, J. H.(Essex,Romford) 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Billson, Alfred 

Birrell, Rt. Hon Augustine 
Black, Arthur W. (Bedfordshire 
Boland, John 

Polton,T. D.(Derbyshire,N.E.) 
Boulton, A. C. F. (Ramsey) 
Bramsdon, T. A. 

Branch, James 

Brigg, John 

Bright, J. A. 

Brocklehurst, W. D. 

Brooke, Stopford 
Prunner,J.F.L.(Lanes., Leigh) 
Brunner,Sir John T.(Cheshire) 
Pryce, Rt. Hn.James( Aberdeen 
Bryce, J. A. (Inverness Burghs 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburno 
Buckmaster, Stanley O. 
Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Burnyeat, J. D. W. 

Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Buxton, Rt. Hn.SydneyCharles 
Byles, William Pollard 

Cairns, Thomas 

Cameron, Robert 

Carr-Gomm, H. W. 
Causton, Rt. HnRichard Knight 
Cawley, Frederick 

Chance, Frederick William 
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ask leave to sit again.”—(|r. a 
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Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Clarke, C. Goddard 

Cleland J. W. 

Clough, W. 

Coats, Sir T. Glen(Renfrew, W.) 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Cogan, Denis J. 

Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Cooper, G. J. 
Corbett,C.H.(Sussex, E Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Cory, Clifford John 

Cotton, Sir H. J. S. 

Cowan, W. H. 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 
Crooks, William 

Crossley, William J. 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, David( Montgomery Co. 
Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, M. Vaughan- (Cardigan 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, S.) 
Delany, William 

Devlin, CharlesRamsay(Galway 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh. 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dillon, John 

Dobson, Thomas W. 
Dolan,Charles Joseph 
Duckworth, James 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness 
Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Dunne, Major E.Martin( Walsall 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Ellis, Rt. Hon John Edward 
Erskine, David C. 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Essex, R. W. 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Everett, R. Lacey 

Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ffrench, Peter 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 
Findlay, Alexander 

Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Furness, Sir Christopher 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A. H. 

Ginnell, L. 

Gladstone, Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Glover, Thomas 


Goddard, Daniel Ford 
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| _ The Committee divided :—Ayes, 417; 
(Division List No. 143.) 


| Gooch, George Peabody 


Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Gulland, John W. 

Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Hammond, John 

Harcourt, Rt. Hon. Lewis 
Hardie, J. Keir(MerthyrTydvil) 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 
Hart-Davies, T. 

Harvey A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harwood, George 

Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hazleton, Richard 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson,J.M.( Aberdeen, W.) 
Henry, Charles S. 

Herbert, Colonel Ivor (Mon.,S.) 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hodge, John 

Hogan, Michael 

Holden, E. Hopkinson 
Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hooper, A. G. 

Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset, N 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Horridge, Thomas Gardner 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hudson, Walter 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Illingworth, Perey H. 

Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 

Jackson, R. 8. 

Jacoby, James Alfred 
Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jowett, F. W. 

Joyce, Michael 

Kearley, Hudson E. 
Kekewich, Sir George 

Kelley, George D. 

Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 
Kincaid-Smith, Captain 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Kitson, Sir James 

Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamb, Edmund G. (Leominster 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W. ) 
Lawson, Sir Wifrid 
Layland-Barratt, Francis 
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‘Lea, Hugh Cecil (St. Pancras, E. 
Leese, Sir Joseph F.(Accrington 
Lehmann, R. C 

‘Lever, A. Levy(Essex, Harwich 
Lever, W. H. (Cheshire, Wirral) 
Levy, Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald,J.M.(Falkirk B’ghs 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Maclean, Donald 

Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
Macpherson, J. T. 
MacVeagh,Jeremiah (Down,S. 
MacVeigh,Charles(Donegal, E.) 
M‘Callum, John M. 

M‘Crae, George 

M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 

M‘Kean, John 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 

M‘Killop, W. 

M‘Micking, Major G. 

Maddison, Frederick ! 

Mallet, Charles E. 

Mantield, Harry (Northants) 
Mansfield, H. Rendall (Lincoln) 
Marks,G. Croydon(Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J 

Massie, J. 

Masterman, C. F. G. 

Meagher, Michael 

Meehan, Patrick A. 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Mond, A. 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 
Montagu, E. S. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan,J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Morley, Rt. Hon. John 

Morrell, Philip 

Morse, L. L. 

Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. B. 

Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) 
Newnes, Sir George (Swansea) 
Nicholls, George 
Nicholson,Charles N.(Doncast’r 
Nolan, Joseph 

Norton, Capt, Cecil William 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
Nuttall, Harry 

0’ Brien, Kendal(Tipperary Mid 
O'Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor,James (Wicklow,W.) | 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O'Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 
O'Doherty, Philip 

O’Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 
O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
O'Dowd, John 
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O’Grady, J. 

O’Hare, Patrick 
O’Kelly,James(Roscommon,N. 
O'Malley, William 

O'Mara, James 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pearson, Sir W. D. (Colchester) 
Pearson,W.H.M. (Suffolk, Eye) 
Perks, Robert {William 
Philipps,Col. Ivor(S’thampton) 
Philipps, J. Wynford (Pembroke 
Philipps, Owen{C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pollard, Dr. 

Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh,Central) 
Price, Robert John (Norfolk, E.) 
Priestley, Arthur (Grantham) 
Radford, G. H. 

Rainy, A. Rolland 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 

Rea, Walter Russell,(Scarboro’ 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Rees, J. D. 

Rendall, Athelstan 

Renton, Major Leslie 
Richards, Thomas (W.Monm’th 
Richards, T.F. (Wolverh’mpt’n 
Richardson, A. 

Rickett, J. Compton 

Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 
Robertson, Rt. Hn. E. (Dundee) 
Robertson,SirG. Scott{ Bradf’rd 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, S. 

Robson, Sir William{Snowdon 
Roche, Augustine (Cork) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Roe, Sir; Thomas 

Rogers, F. E. Newman 

Rose, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Walter 

Russell, T. W. 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 

Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann,Chas. E.(Manchester) 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Seely, Major J. B. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick, B. 
Sheehan, Daniel Daniel 





| Shipman, Dr. John G. 
| Sileock, Thomas Ball 
| Simon, John Allsebrook 











and Wales) Bill. 294 


Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thomas F. (Leitrim, 8. 
Soares, Ernest J. 

Stanger, H. Y. 

Stanley, Hn. A.Lyulph(Chesh.) 
Steadman, W. C 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B. S. (MilelEnd) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Summerbell, T. 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,Sir Edward\(Salisbury 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thomas, Sir A.(Glamorgan,E.) 
Thomas,’ David Alfred(Merthyr 
Thomasson, Franklin 

Thom pson,J. W. H.(Somerset, E. 
Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Ure, Alexander 

Verney, F. W. 

Vivian, Henry 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Wallace, Robert 


| Walsh, Stephen 


Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Sir John‘L. (Leeds,S.) 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Ward, W. Dudley(Southampton 
Wardle, George J. 

Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason,John Cathcart(Orkney) 
Waterlow, D. S. 

Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 
Whitbread, Howard 

White,J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whitehead, Rowland 

Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Llewelyn (Carmarth’n 
Williamson, A.(Elgin‘and Nairn 
Wills, Arthur Walters 

Wilson, Hon. C.H.W. (Hull, W. 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid) 
Wilson,J.W.(Worcestersh. N.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Wodehouse, Lord(Norfold, Mid) 
Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 
Woodhouse, SirJ.T.(Huddersf'd 
Young, Samuel 

Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Whiteley and Mr. J. A. Pease. 
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Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 
Aubrey-Fletcher, RtHon.Sir.H. 
Balcarres, Lord 
Balfour, Rt.Hn.A.J.(CityLond.) 
Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Baring,Hon. Guy (Winchester) 
Barrie, H. T.(Londonderry,N.) 
Beach,Hn. Michael HughHicks 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 
age Edward Allen 

ull, Sir William James 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 
Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Carlile, E. Hildred 
Carson,’Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Castlereagh, Viscount 
Cave, George 
Cavendish, Rt.Hon. Victor C.W. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E. 
Coates, E. Feetham(Lewisham 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Collins,Sir WmJ.(S.Pancras,W. 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 
Craig,Captain James(Down,E.) 
Craik, Sir Henry 
Cross, Alexander 
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Dalrymple, Viscount 
Dickinson, W.H.(St.Pancras,N. 
Dixon, Sir Daniel 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir FredDixon 
Doughty, Sir George 
Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Du Cros, Harvey 
Duncan, Robert(Lanark,Govan 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Faber, Capt. W. V. (Hants, W.) 
Fardell, Sir T. George 
Fell, Arthur 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Fletcher, J. S. 
Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Haddock, George R. #> 
Hamilton, Marquess of 
Hardy, Laurence(Kent, Ashford 
Harrison-Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Hervey, F.W.F. (BuryS.Edm’ds 
Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 
Hill, Henry Staveley(Staff’sh. ) 
Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Kenyon-Slaney,Rt.Hon.Col.W. 
King,Sir Henry Seymour(Hull) 
Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Long,Col.,Charles W.(Evesham 
Long,Rt. Hn.Walter(Dublin,S) 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
MaclIver, David (Liverpool) 
M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
Magnus, Sir Philip 
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of the House. 


Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 
Middlemore,John Throgmorton 
Morpeth, Viscount 

Nicholson, Wm. G.(Petersfield) 
Nield, Herbert 

Parker, Sir Gilbert (Gravesend) 
Parkes, Ebenezer 

Percy, Earl 

Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Ratcliffe, Major R. F. 
Rawlinson, John Frederick P. 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Roberts, §.(Sheffield, Ecclesall) 
Rothschild,Hon. Lionel Water 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Sandys, Lieut.-Col. Thos. Myles 
Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 
Smith,F. E. (Liverpool, Walton) 
Stanley,Hon. Arthur(Ormskirk 
Starkey, John R. 

Talbot,Rt. Hn.J.G(Oxf’dUniv. 
Thomson,W. Mitchell-(Lanark) 
Thornton, Percy M. 

Walrond, Hon. Lionel 

Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid.) 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart- 
Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE NoES—Sir 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 





Committee report Progress; to sit 
again upon Monday next. 


LIMITED a BILL 
[LO 


S}. 


Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
Clause 1 :— 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That Clause 1 stand part of the Bill.” 


Committee report Progress; to sit 
again To-morrow. 


SUMMARY JURISDICTION (CHILDREN) 
BILL. 


Order for Second Reading read, and 

discharged. Bill withdrawn. 
PUBLIC TRUSTEE [EXPENSES]. 

Committee to consider of authorising 
the charge on the Consolidated Fund of 
such sums as may be required to make 
good any liabilities incurred by the 
public trustee, or his officers, appointed 
under any Act of the present session to 





provide for the appointment of a public 
trustee, and of authorising the payment, 
out of moneys provided by Parliament, 
of the salaries or remuneration of the 
public trustee and his officers, and of 
other expenses incurred by them in 
pursuance of such Act (King’s Recom- 
mendation signified), To-morrow.—(J/;. 
George Whiteley.) 
LABOURERS (IRELAND) [ADVANCES]. 
Committee to consider of authorising 
the repayment to the Ireland Develop- 
ment Grant, out of moneys provided by 
Parliament, of such sums as may be 
advanced in any financial year out of 
that fund, in pursuance of any Act of the 
present session to amend the law relating 
to labourers in Ireland, and to make pro- 
vision with respect to the application of 
portion of the Ireland Development 
Grant (King’s Recommendation signified), 
To-morrow.—(./r. George Whiteley.) 


Adjourned at nine minutes after 
Eleven o'clock. 





An Asterisk ( 


*) at the commencement of a Speech indicates revision by the Member. 


duel 








Returns, 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, 21st June, 1906. 


The Lord Wigan (2. Crawford) took 
the Oath. 
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PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


The Lord Chancellor acquainted the 
§ House, That the Clerk of the Parliaments 
3 had laid upon the Table the Certificate 
© from the Examiners that the Standing 
“Orders applicable to the following Bill 
§ have been complied with: Buckhaven, 
> Methill, Innerleven Burgh Extension. 
§ The same was ordered to lie on the 
3 Table. 


Mersey Docks and Harbour Board Bill 


(H.L.]. Commons Amendments  con- 
sidered, and agreed to. 

Dowlais Gas Bill. Reported, with 
Amendments. 


Baker Street and Waterloo Railway 
Bill. Committed. 


Lancashire Electric Power Bill. Com 
mitted : The Committee to be proposed 
by the Committee of Selection. 


St. Pancras Electricity Bill ; Tottenham 
and Edmonton Gas Bill; Metropolitan 
District Railway Bill. Committed. 

Kettering Water Bill. Committed for 
Monday next. 


Middlesex County Council (General 
Powers) Bill; North West London 
Railway Bill; Bristol Corporation Bill. 
Committed : The Committees to be pro- 
posed by the Committee of Selection. 


Asterisk (*) at the commencement of a Speech indicates revis 


An 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(Gas) Bill. 
to be proposed by the Committee of 
Selection. 


Local Government (Ireland) Provi- 


sional Orders (No. 2) Bill ; Local Govern. | 


ment (Ireland) Provisional Orders (No. 3) 
Bill; Local Government Provisional 
Orders (No. 7) Bill. Committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House To- 
morrow. 


VOL. CLIX. [FourrH SERIEs.] 


{21 June 1906} 


Committed : The Committee | 
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RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
COLONIES: ANNUAL. 
No. 484. Bermuda (Report for 1905). 


No. 485. Hong Kong (Report for 
1905). 


TRADE REPORTS—ANNUAL SERIES. 


No. 3642. China (Chinkiang). 

No. 3643. United States (Hawaii). 
No, 3644. Spain (Malaga). 

No, 3645. France (Society Islands). 
No. 3646. Japan (North Formosa). 
No. 3647. Italy (Lombardy). 


Presented (by Command) and ordered 
to lie on the Table. 


GREENWICH HOSPITAL AND TRAVERS 
FOUNDATION. 

Statement of the estimated income and 
expenditure of Greenwich Hospital and 
of Travers’ Foundation, for the year 
1906-07. 


CIVIL LIST PENSIONS. 

List of ali pensions granted during the 
year ended March 31st, 1906, and pay- 
able under the provisions of section 9 (1) 
of the Civil List Act, 1901. 


SUPERANNUATION ACT. 
Treasury Minute, dated June 16th, 
1906, respecting the addition of years to 
be assigned for pensions purposes to cer- 
tain offices under the Board of Education. 


FINANCE. 

Finance accounts of the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, for 
the financial year ended March 31st, 
1906. 


UNEMPLOYED WORKMEN ACT, 19905. 
Rezulations made by the Local Govern- 
ment Board under the Act, as to the 
form of financial statement of distress 
committees having the powers of a 
central body established under the Act. 


Laid before the House (pursuant to 
Act), and ordered to lie on the Table. 


EDUCATION. 


Petitions in favour of maintenance of 
existing religious education in Church of 


L 
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England schools :—Of ratepayers in Hard- 
wicke —— Ten Drayton. Of parents of 


children attending school at Bassing- 
bourne. 


Read, and ordered to lie on the Table. 


POLICE (SUPERANNUATION) BILL. 
Returned from the Commons with the 
Amendment agreed to. 


FINANCE BILL. 
[SECOND READING. ] 


Order of the day for Second Reading 
read. 


Moved, That the Bill be now read 2%.— 
(The Marquess of Ripon.) 


*Viscount ST. ALDWYN : My Lords, 
it is not my intention to detain your 
Lordships at any length with obser- 
vations upon the Second Reading of 
this Bill, because in the first place, I 
am cognisant of the constitutional limita- 
tions which govern our action in this 
matter, and in the second place, I have 
no desire whatever to oppose the Second 
Reading of the Budget Bill of the year. 
It was admitted by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in introducing the Budget 
that it was in the nature of a provisional 
financial arrangement, and that we must 
wait until next year for the complete 
financial policy of His Maj+sty’s Govern- 
ment. That was a very proper and 
natural suggestion, and I do not in the 
least complain of it ; but precisely on that 
account I desire to make some observa- 
tions on one particular point of the 
financial arrangements of the country— 
namely, the present position of the 
income-tax. 


The estimated product of the income- 
tax for the present year is £31,250,000, 
at the rate of a shilling in the pound. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer made 
some very forcible and true observations 
on the present position of the income-tax. 
He said— 

“An income-tax at a uniform rate of a 
shilling in the pound in time of peace is impos- 
sible to justify and difficult todefend. It is a 


burden upon the trade of the country, which, 
in the long run, affects not only profits 
but wages; and it presses with extreme 
and peculiar severity on that large class of the 
community with incomes from £700 to £2,000 
a year, who pay it in addition to their full 
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share of taxation on articles of consumption ; 
and it tends to destroy, or, at any rate, to 
contract a most readily available reserve on 
which the State can draw in a sudden and 
unforeseen emergency.” 


I wish entirely to associate myself with 
those sentiments. When I had the 
the honour to be Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer I did my best to carry out those 
views. When at the commencement of 
the South African war, I had to look 
about for increased sources of taxation, 
besides increasing the income-tax, and 
besides adding to the indirect taxation 
upon alcohol, tea, and tobacco, I induced 
Parliament to assent to three new and 
important indirect taxes—the duties on 
sugar, cornand coal, Thus I endeavoured 
to divide fairly the cost of the war be- 
tween the comparatively small class of 
the community liable to direct taxation 
through the income-tax, and the people as 
a whole. But I find no attempt whatever 
on the part of the present Government to 
carry into effect the wholesome doctrine 
laid down by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in regard to the income-tax. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer said 
that to reduce the income-tax by a penny 
would cost him £2,600,000, and that the 
means at his disposal were insufficient for 
the purpose. The right hon. Gentleman 
budgeted for a surplus of £3,074,000; 
and in my belief it would have been 
perfectly possible for him, even if he had 
considered it necessary, as he did consider 
it necessary, to add £500,000 to the un- 
precedented amount which this year 
will go to the repayment of debt, 
to reduce the income-tax by a penny, 
because the loss to the revenue by such 
a reduction would not amount in the first 
year to the total yield of a penny in one 
year. But instead of reducing the 
income-tax, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer proposed to reduce the tea 
duty by a penny in the pound, and to 
abolish the coal tax as from November Ist. 
As to reduction of the tea duty, I would 
only say that no one for many years has 
touched the tea duty by less than 
twopence in the pound, and for the 
simple reason that the poor consumers of 
tea, upon whom the tea duty falls 
infinitely more heavily than upon the 
larger consumers, are only able to buy 
their tea in such small quantities that a 
reduction by a penny can hardly by any 
possibility reach them. 
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As to the coal duty, I have never 
argued that it was free from objections. 
Every tax has its objections ; and there 
were objections, not merely theoretical, 
to imposing an export duty on any article 
of production in this country. But the 
result of the coal duty has not been what 
its most vigorous opponents prophesied at 
the time of its imposition. ‘They said 
that the imposition of 1s. duty would 
lead to the closing of mines in this 
country, and would practically lead to 
many ships being deprived of outward | 


cargoes altogether, and therefore being | 


laid up. The picture drawn of the 
terrible state to which some parts of 
England and Scotland would be reduced 
owing to the imposition of the coal duty 
was a very lurid one indeed. But 
what has happened? There has been, I 


believe, and I think it fair to state it, | 
some reduction in our exports of medium | 
quality coal to the markets of North | 


but, with regard to our general | 
export of coal, that has continued | 
to increase since the imposition of | 
the duty, though not at so great a rate as | 
before. 


Europe ; 


Considering that the duty produced | 
£2,000,000 a year, and that the effects | 
of it did not bear oat the prophecies | 
that had been made, I must say I believe | 
it would be extremely difficult for any 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to discover 
any indirect tax which would produce 
more to the revenue at less cost to the | 
industry of this country. But that is | 
not all. In some respects the repeal of 


that duty will be a loss to this country. | 


An instance has come tomy knowledge in 


which a London company, which has to | 


purchase large quantities of Welsh 
smokeless coal, directly the announcement 
of the repeal of the coal duty was made 
had notice from the contractors that in 
any renewed contract a shilling a ton 
more would be charged for the coal. 
And why? Because the contractors 
expected that by the repeal of this tax 
the foreign demand for this class of coal 
would be so much increased that the 
price might be safely raised to the home 
consumers. 


I am old fashioned enough, in spite of 
the Report of the Royal Commission on 
Coal Supplies, to believe that it is 
not to the interest of this country to 
encourage the export of smokeless Welsh 


coal, which is of such enormous value to | 
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the Navy as well as to the industry of 
this country. But I entirely admit that 
both in this matter and in the reduction 
of the tea duty the proposals cf the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer commended 
themselves generally to the House of 
Commons. It is possible that if instead 
of making these proposals the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had proposed to reduce 
the income-tax, he would not have had the 
assent of the present House of Commons. 
But the important point is this—that 
| having £3,000,000 to deal with, and being 
able thereby to reduce a shilling income- 
|tax by a penny, the Chancellor of the 
| Exchequer has found it necessary 
‘instead to reduce taxation on tea and 
coal, which I think no one can say 
| pressed really hardly on the people. 





What sort of hope does that give to 
the income-tax payer, to whose condition 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer referred 
with so much sympathy, of any reduction 
on the present rate at any future time ? 
_ Of course, it may be said that it is hoped 
| by His Majesty’ s present Government that 
there will be a material reduction in the 
_ expenditure of the country in future years, 
| [can conceive one quarter in which there 

| might be a considerable reduction. The 

Chancellor of the Exchequer quoted some 
|remarkable figures in his Budget speech 
| with respect ‘to the increase in recent 
| years of the cost of the Army and Navy. 
I will quote them again, as I believe that 
| the attention of the country cannot be too 
| much directed to the remarkable nature 


| of these figures. The right hon. Gentle- 
/man said that in the year 1896-97 


the Army, the numbers of which were 
voted at 156,000 men, cost £18,270,000 
in the Estimates, whereas in 1906-7 the 
numbers of men voted were 204,000 and 
the cost £29,800,000 showing an increase 
of 30 per cent. in the men and of 63 per 
cent. in their cost. Those are very 
remarkable figures, and they are even 
more remarkable when compared with 
'the Navy. The numbers of men voted 
‘for the Navy in this year, as compared 
with 1896-97, have increased by 41 per 
cent., but the cost has only increased 43 
per cent. Does not that give us—I am 
bound to say it gives me—a prima facie 
ground for believing that there must be 
great waste in our Army expenditure, 
which is susceptible of material reduction 
without loss to the efficiency of our 
Army ? 
L 2 











303 Finance 

But what is there to be said on the 
other side? Supposing His Majesty’s 
present Government are able materially to 
reduce the Army Estimates without 
injuring the efficiency of the Army, there 
must certainly in the future be an increase 
under the head of works both inthe Army 
and in the Navy Estimates if they carry 
out the policy which they have declared, 
and on which, I hope I may add without 
offence, they are very much disposed to 
plume themselves. In 1895 Lord Rose- 
bery’s Government initiated the policy of 
providing for the charges of military and 
naval works by a system of loans for a 
term not exceeding thirty years. That 
policy was continued by the late Govern- 
ment, and the total addition to the debt 
incurred by that policy is considerable. 
But the policy was necessary. Necessary 
works had been allowed to fall behind 
through mistaken ideas of economy, and 
the increase in the size of our ships, the 
increase in the number of soldiers and 
sailors, necessitated exceptional expendi- 
ture in providing new dockyards in 
different parts of the world, in barracks, 
hospitals, training grounds for soldiers, 
and in permanent works, which in our 
judgment was more fairly spread over a 
period of thirty years than imposed 
on the taxpayers of the present 
day. There is no doubt that the system 
has its faults, for probably there have 
been instances in which it led to unneces- 
sary expenditure on ill-considered schemes 
and money has been wasted in that way. 
But if you abandon it there is this danger 
on the other side, that for the sake of 
economy and in order to diminish the 
Army and Navy Estimates of the year, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer of the 
day will reduce the item of works in his 
Estimates to a point which is inconsistent 
with the efficient maintenance of the Army 
and Navy. That was done in previous 
years, and I hope that it will not be done 
again. But if it is not done, the item of 
Works in the Army and Navy Estimates 
will show a considerable increase in 
future years. 


But can anyone who has watched the | 


action of the House of Commons through- 
out this session believe that it will be 
possible for any Government, however 
strong their desire for economy, to make 
any very great reduction in the ex- 
penditure of the country ? Resolutions 
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in the present House of Commons 
in favour of adding largely to the 
expenditure on elementary education, 
which has already increased 60 per cent. 
in the last ten years, by providing meals 
for hungry children ; in favour of imposing 
the cost of elections on the public, of 
providing payment for Members of Parlia- 
ment ; of providing employment for those 
who call themselves “ unemployed ;” of 
providing better housing accommodation 
for the poor ; and finally of giving pensions 
to all persons indiscriminately over the 
age of sixty-five; and also there is a 
constant pressure on the Government 
largely to increase the pay and other 
advantages enjoyed by those who are 
employed in the public service. 


All these proposals together would in- 
volve an enormous increase in expenditure, 
How have they been met by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer? They have 
been met with great sympathy, with 
speeches to the effect that he would be 
glad to accede to the demands, but he 
had no money. But what is the first 
thing that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
does? Having a surplus of £3,000,000, 
he abolishes an equivalent amount of 
taxation. I wish to credit the House of 
Commons and the Government in accept- 
ing resolutions of this kind with a sincere 
desire to carry them out, but this desire 
is surely somewhat inconsistent with the 
repeal of £3,000,000 a year of taxation, 
which, as far as I know, has not pressed 
with any real hardship onany one. I am 
confident, however, that this plea of there 
being no money will not last much longer, 
and that when the Gentlemen who are in 
favour of this increase of expenditure 
make these proposals again they will not 
be satisfied with such an answer, but will 
require that means shall in some way or 
other be provided by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer to meet them. Well, my 
Lords, what does this mean? Is there 
any form of indirect taxation to which a 





| Chancellor of the Exchequer, representing 
the present Government, could resort 
| with a view to adding to the revenue of 
the country and in order to provide for 
the increase in expenditure suggested ! 
Of course, His Majesty’s present Govern- 
ment cannot adopt the proposals of the 
Tariff Reform League for levying duties 
on all manufactured and partly manu- 
factured imported goods. I should entirely 


have been passed one after another | agree with them in objecting to any such 


Viscount St. Aldwyn. 
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proposals, because I believe that any 
reasonable study of the past would show 
that the result of duties of the kind 
would be infinitely more injurious to 
the trade and industry of the country 
than it would be beneficial in the majority 
of cases to the Exchequer. His Majesty’s 
Government are debarred by their own 
opinions from any course of that sort. 
They have repealed the taxes to which 
I have referred. Is there any other 
indirect tax which it is possible for 
them to impose in their place. I do not 
believe that there is one. This means, 
therefore, that the present expenditure of 
the country, and any increase of 
expenditure that may be required on 
account of what I have mentioned, will 
have to be provided by the direct 
taxpayer—in other words, by the payers 
of the income-tax. 


I may be told that a Committee has 
heen appointed by the House of Commons 
to inquire into the present incidence of 
the income-tax, and whether it is possible 
to introduce any graduated system by 
which it would press less severely on 
smaller incomes—I suppose between £700 
and £2,000 a year—and more upon the 
wealthier classes. Personally I am glad 
that the inquiry has been instituted. I 
have no objection on principle to gradua- 
tion. We have accepted it in_ this 
country for many years in the house 
duty, and more lately in the estate 
duty. But I believe that the practica- 
bility of increasing the revenue by 
graduating the income-tax is a very 
doubtful matter indeed. I do not know 
how it can be done unless you are to 
single out through the officials of the 
Inland Revenue persons who might be 
suspected of having more than the limit 
of income above which you propose to 
impose a higher rate of taxation, require 
them to return the total amount of their 
income, and levy an additional income- 
tax upon them. Iam sure that nobody 
who has the least acquaintance with the 
working of the income-tax would desire 
to see its mainstay removed—namely, the 
payment of the income-tax at its source. 
Supposing that such an additional tax 
were levied, there would be even a 
greater inducement than now exists, in 
schedule D of the income-tax, to make 
an incorrect statement of the total in- 
come. There would he, I believe, so 
many cases of incorrect statements of the 
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kind on the part of persons who might be 
liable to the additional tax that its yield 
would be very small, and the Exchequer 
would run the risk of a very grave loss on 
the existing sources of revenue, because 
many taxpayers, thinking an additional 
tax unjust, would endeavour to avail 
themselves of all kinds of means to 
receive, in a way that the Inland 
Revenue could not ascertain, incomes from 
foreign dividends or foreign business, and 
matters of that kind, incomes which are 
now paid through bankers in London who 
deduct the income-tax before the divi- 
dends or profits are paid. I do not 
anticipate, therefore, that, even supposing 
this Committee should report that it 
would be possible in some way or other 
to graduate the income-tax and that the 
Government should adopt some proposal 
of the kind next year, the increase of the 
yield on the present income-tax would 
come to any very large amount. 





I have been referring to the matter 
merely so far as it affects the burden 
on the income-tax payers in time of 
peace; but I believe there is a more 
serious and a more important side to the 
question, as it affects the resources of 
the country in time of war. When I 
was Chancellor of the Exchequer, during 
the South African war I had to raise 
a large increase of revenue to provide 
for the war charges. I turned, like all 
my predecessors, in the first place to the 
income-tax, which at the beginning of the 
war, stood at 8d. in the £. I raised 
it until in one year it reached ls. 3d. 


in the £. But the income-tax now 
stands at 1s. in the £. Supposing 


it unfortunately happened that next year 
we were involved—and nobody can tell 
when this may happen—in some serious 
and costly war, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer of the day would _ start 
with an income-tax of 1s. in the £. He 
would be deprived of no less than 
£10,000,000 a year which was available 
to me for war purposes, and which is now 
| being dissipated in time of peace. 





I wish I could impress sufticiently on the 
House and on His Majesty’s Government 
how seriously I regard this diminution 
of the necessary resources of the country 
in the event of a possible war. You 
may invent, as I had to invent, other 
kinds of taxation, but there is no tax 
‘which is so essentially useful in 








307 Finance 


time of war as the income-tax. There 
is no other conceivable tax which can 
be raised and which can be lowered 
again without the smallest injurious 
effect on trade, commerce, and_ in- 
dustry ; and looking to the financial con- 
dition of the country, anything which 
deprives us of the full yield of that tax 
for meeting the cost of war is tomy mind 
a very serious financial danger. 


I thank your Lordships for the 
patience with which you have listened to 
my observations. I will conclude by 
saying that I make these criticisms in no 
hostile spirit to the Budget of this year 
or to His Majesty's Government. What 
I do desire is that in that large con- 
sideration which they have promised of 
the finances of the country this important 
fact should not be lost sight of—that an 
income-tax of 1s. in the £ is hard on 
the income-tax payers, most of whom 
are comparatively poor men, and in time 
of peace is utterly indefensible, as de- 
priving us of necessary resources in 
time of war. 


*LorpD WELBY: My Lords, I have 
listened with very great attention to the 
speech that has just been delivered by 
the noble Viscount, and with a very large 
part of his observations, if I may venture 
to say so without presumption, I agree. 
I cannot help regretting, however, that 
the noble Viscount devoted some part of 
his speech to a defence of the coal duty. 
The noble Viscount, when he was propos- 
ing the tax, guarded himself by saying 
that care must be taken in aiming at 
revenue not to sacrifice trade. I cannot 
help thinking that the experience we 
have had of the working of the coal tax 
shows that we have endangered trade in 
seeking revenue from that source. 


It appears to me that a duty of this 
kind must have one of two results— 
either it must add to the price and so far 
handicap the English trader, who is 
exposed to very great competition both 
from Germany and America, or it must 
diminish the productiveness of the trade, 
and to that extent diminish the fund 
from which the wages of the labourers 
employed are met. I lay stress upon 
this last point because of the very large 
proportion labour occupies in the cost of 
the production of a ton of coal. It is, 
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volved in the production of a ton of coal 
represents 80 per cent. of the whole cost. 
It that is the case, it appears to me that 
the imposition of any duty which has the 
effect of restricting either the export of 
our coal or the output, and thereby 
diminishing the labour employed, is a 
very serious matter, and I venture to 
think that the late Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, in seeking revenue, to a great 
extent endangered trade. I gathered 
that the noble Viscount did not ob- 
ject very greatly to the course t'at 
has been taken. Indeed, it would be 
somewhat hard for noble Lords oppo- 
site to do so seeing that the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer of the late Govern- 
ment had announced his intention of 
giving up this duty. On both sides of 
politics this duty was regarded as one of 
the first to be surrendered. 
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[ have much sympathy with the 
noble Viscount when he speaks of 
the difficult position in which we stand 
with regard to taxation. I hope that 
hefore any preconceived doctrine is laid 
down that direct taxation has a prior 
claim upon the Goveinment, care will be 
be taken to review the whole position 
of the taxpayer. 1am constantly struck 
with the fact that an enormous amount 
of property is in the hands of a very small 
number of people. For instance, if we look 
at the Inland Revenue returns we see 
that something like 4,000 people in a 
short time died leaving £300,000,000 of 
property. Taking into consideration the 
deductions which are now made from the 
lower incomes, has a case been made out 
for a reduction of income-tax in prefer- 
ence to a reduction on those articles of 
consumption the tax on which weighs 
so heavily on the wage-earning classes 1 


I do not wish to offer any criticism 
upon the action taken this year by 
His Majesty’s Government. It is 
clear that it would be impossible for a 
Government coming into power in the 
month of December to effect any 
great change in our financial system 
in their first year. The difficulty of 
ascertaining the real facts of the finan- 
cial situation is at once a bar to any 
effective action being taken by a 
Government in the first year. If I 
might express a pious opinion, I should 
have been very glad if His Majesty’s 


I believe, admitted that the labour in-} Government had seen their way not to 
Viscount St. Aldwyn, 
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reduce taxation this year, but to devote 
the money which they would then have 
had in hand to the reduction of debt, so 
that next year, when they had thoroughly 
studied the financial situation, they 
might have been in a stronger position 
to carry out important financial reforms. 
I remember that, in the year 1873, Mr 
Gladstone devoted a large surplus to 
paying off the Alabama debt instead of 
reducing taxation, and thereby he se- 
cured in the following year a revenue 


which gave an opportunity, which I sup- | 
pose has never since been enjoyed by a| 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, of carrying 
out large and important financial reforms 
ona scale in ordinary years impossible. 


But in the case of a new Government | 
having just taken office, I quite admit. 
that that is a policy which they could | 
I think by | 
next year the Government ought to have | 
fully considered the situation and be in| 


hardly be expected to follow. 


a position to give effect to some of the 


large financial measures which are before 


the country. 


I remember a conversation I once had | 
with the late Lord Northbrook, a states- | 


man of very great practical knowledge 
and at the same time one of the most 
prudent financiers. From his long ex- 


perience at the War Office and the Ad- | 
miralty, Lord Northbrook had a full | 


sense of our responsibilities in the | 
matter of defence, and his general train- | 
ing led him to know how danger- | 


ous it was to diminish or endanger 
our resources in time of war. 
me that he had before him 


India. He told me that the demand was 
large, and he referred it back to them in 
order that they might endeavour to 


reduce it and bring it more within the | 


limits which he thought they could afford. 
They were not able to present a result 
such as he desired, and he then said that 
he could not agree toit Ina question 
of this kind there were, he pointed out, 
two dangers—the danger of not being 
provided with a sufficient military force, 
and the greater danger of putting the 
finances of India out of gear ; and for the 
moment he felt that he must give the 
preference to establishing and maintain- 
ing a sound financial condition in India. 
I was very much struck by the manner 
in which he told me that, and I think it 
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He told | 
at one} 
time several recommendations from his | 
expert advisers regarding fortification in | 
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|is important that this should be borne in 
| mind in dealing with this question. I 
venture to hope that His Majesty’s 
| Government will accept the canon which 
Lord Northbrook then laid down. 

| 

| 

| The noble Viscount referred to the 
| position in which we were in 1899. In 
| the whole course of our experience there 
_has hardly been a more favourable year, 
‘financially speaking, then 1899. For 
| years we had been reducing the taxation 
of the country. We had also been reduc- 
ing the Debt, and our Consols stood 
higher than ever before. Not only had 
| the Debt been very largely decreased in 
| consequence of the action of Chancellors 
of the Exchequer of both Parties, but 
owing to one of the most difficult and at 
the same time successful measures which 
I remember during my career at the 
Treasury—namely, the conversion of the 
Debt by my noble friend Lord Goschen— 
the charge of the Debt had immensely 
decreased. Never before in our history 
| were we in such a favourable position to 
‘face the heavy cost of war as in 1899, 
owing to the wise finance of both Parties 
in the State for many years previously. 





| What is the position in which we 
| find ourselves at the present moment 4 
The reduction of the Debt, which had 
amounted to £150,000,000 in the space 
of thirty years, has been obliterated, and 
our Debt stands now at a higher figure 
than, or at as high a figure as, it has 
| stood since since 1870. The sum of 
£23,000,000 has been added to our 
taxation, and on every side we see 
symptoms of excessive expenditure. One 
result has been that whereas in 1899 
Consols stood at 110, or, perhaps at 109, 
allowing for the fact that Consols were 
bearing for a year or two a quarter per 
cent. additional interest, they are now at 
eighty-nine or ninety. 


The country possesses two great instru- 
ments for employment in the case of 
such an emergency as war. The first is 
its defensive forces, and the second its 
financial position. It is difficult, in my 
opinion, to say which is the more impor- 
tant. But I am afraid that should the 
emergency of war now arise the country 
would not be able to start from the 
sound condition of finance from which 
it was able to start at the outbreak of 
the South African war. The position is 
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therefore a very grave one, and [| 
hope that during the present year His | 
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in order to judge of the present necessity 
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for preparedness. If there is one fact 


Majesty's Government will be able to | that must be borne in mind, a fact of 
give such consideration to the national | supreme importance, it is that in the most 
finances as will restore them to a sound | modern wars they who strike first and 


basis. In this connection | would again | 


quote the late Lord Northbrook, who | 


declared that if he must run some risk he 


would rather run the risk of not accept- 
ing some of the recommendations of his | 


expert advisers than endanger the sta- 
bility of Indian finance. 
the canon of every Chancellor of the 
Exchequer that under no circumstances 
will he endanger the stability of English 
finances. 


It ought to be | 


The noble Viscount held out very | 


little hope of reduction of expenditure 
in the future. Indeed, he apprehended 
rather an increase. If the House of 
Commons is bent not only on maintaining 


listening to every demand that is made 
upon it for fresh expenditure, I fear that 
the present unsound condition of the 
national finances will not be removed, 
and that if the present strain is long con- 
tinued the country will be in a most 
unfavourable position to meet an emer- 
gency. 

*ViscounT GOSCHEN : My Lords, 
few observations. J] can associate myself 
entirely with the principles laid down by 
my noble friend Lord St. Aldwyn, and I 
think that he has rendered a great service 


view of the financial situation. There is 
oue remark which I would like to add in 
consequence of what has just fallen from 
my noble friend Lord Welby. The 
noble Lord quoted, naturally with ad- 


down by Lord Northbrook, but I venture 
to think that such a question cannot be 
decided by any general principle. It 
must depend entirely upon the circum- 
stances of each successive phase of 
European and other politics. 


If there arose an emergency in which 
the country were called upon to act sud- 
denly, there might be a frightful disaster 
if we were not prepared — sufficiently 
with our naval and military defences, 


hardest are most likely to win. I agree 
with Lord St. Aldwyn that there may 
possibly be room for considerable reduc- 
tion in the Army expenditure, though 
I cannot form a judgment upon it, 
because my experience of the Navy 
shows how exceedingly difficult it is 
for those who are not acquainted with 
the inner working of the establish- 
ment to judge upon general principles as 
to whether there is extravagance or not. 


But with regard to the Navy, you must 
take into consideration the new develop- 
ments of foreign navies. Navies have been 


| developed by three nations which before 


| expenditure. 


I| 


shall trouble your Lordships with only a | facts do not speak for themselves. 


‘offer these few 


: | counted far less in any review of naval 
the present scale of expenditure but on | 


power. Therefore the public ought not 
to take it for granted that because the 
present cost of the Navy is much larger 
than it was ten years ago, there is now 
an opportunity for reduction in naval 
The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in his able speech in the other 
House quoted comparative figures in 
relation to the increase in expenditure and 
said, “ These facts speak for themselves.” 
That is just what they do not do. The 
If a 
battleship that formerly cost £750,000 
now costs £1,5° 0,000, it is idle to charge 
the Admiralty with extravagance because 


- : ; | . have s £500,( i) 
by placing before your Lordships his re-_ they have spent £500,000 more upon 


the battleship. The additional £500,000 
spent on the ship is now absolutely 
necessary. 


I think the public will delude itself, 


nl : -, and the Radical Party wil le itself 
miration and approval, the doctrines laid | pe the Raton! Posty wk gene teem 


if it thinks the Navy offers any wide 
scope for economy in the coming years. 
Those who have read the political pro- 
gramme of other countries this year must 
see that we live in times when a reduction 
in our defensive forces would be one of 
the greatest mistakes of which the 
country could be guilty. I therefore 
words, not of warning, 
but of caution, that the hopes of those 
who so much desire a_ reduction in 


'expenditure are, so far as the Navy is 


and certainly it would be a_ greater | 


disaster than a disarrangement of 
our finances. It is essential, 


to look around, to consider the risks, 
Lord Welby. 


therefore, , 


concerned, doomed to disappointment. 


Lorp JOICEY: My Lords, I have 


some hesitation in intervening in this 
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debate after the speeches to which we | foolish as to put a tax on anything ex- 
have listened from noble Lords who are | ported from this country. I am bound 
recognised throughout the country as | to say that with much that fell from the 
great financial experts. But, though I| noble Viscount I entirely agree. The 
have not had the experience that the | great increase in the expenditure of this 
noble Lords who have spoken enjoy, I | country got its impetus during the South 
have been largely concerned in great | African War, and we are now feeling the 
financial operations of different kinds. I | effects of that enormous expenditure, and 
cannot agree with the noble Viscount who | it will be many years before we shall be 
spoke first that the Chancellor of the| able to relieve ourselves from them. 
Exchequer was wrong in remitting the|I agree with the noble Viscount that 
coal duty. My views are pretty well) the income-tax is a great advantage 
known on that subject, and I have as|in time of war. It is a tax which can 
large an experience of the effect of that | be very easily levied and collected, and a 
duty upon the general trade of the | huge sum can be secured in that way in 
country as anyone. Your Lordships|a very short time. But I cannot take 
must not forget that this question was | quite the same alarming view as the 
gone into very carefully by a Commission | noble Viscount. While our taxation in 
appointed by the late Government, and | this country is increasing to a serious 
that that Commission decided clearly and | extent our wealth and our population are 
distinctly that the duty was a very | increasing certainly at the same ratio, 
serious injury to the trade of the country | and I do not think, therefore, that we 
and ought to be abolished at the first | need be unnecessarily alarmed, even if 
opportunity. | the income-tax should stand at 1s. in 
| the £. 





*Viscount ST. ALDWYN: Will the 


| lie ati , . 
noble Lord quote the words of the | belaalrs: Peng smagatbarrrodte ar Seip 
| 


mittee which has been appointed by the 
present Government to deal with this 
| question has reported I am unable to 

Lorp JOICEY: I cannot quote the|say. At the same time, I do not think 
words, but that was the spirit of the/it will be any serious burden upon 
whole Report. I know that many people | people who have large incomes if they 
are under the impression that the coal | have to pay a larger proportion to the 
duty was not paid by this country, but | Exchequer than they are paying at the 
by the consumers of coal abroad. But as | present time. I do not think that there 
the frontier that was taxed was the|are any men with huge incomes who 
frontier between this country and the| would not willingly pay at all events 
foreign consumer only, and all other | their fair share to maintain the services 
countries which produced coal were open | of the country. With regard to the 
without the tax, it was quite impossible | Navy and Army, there is no doubt that 
to make the consumer pay the tax. I| the country fully believes in their being 
have been asked more than once how it | kept up to the highest point of efficiency. 
was that the consumer in this country | So far as I have been able to gather the 
paid the tea duty, and yet the consumer | feeling of the country, I have never 
abroad did not pay the coalduty. Surely | found a man, I have certainly never 
the answer to that is obvious. If a tax|found any body of men, in favour 
were put upon tea coming into this | of reducing the efficiency of the Navy. 
country by the east coast, and the whole | With regard to the allusion made by the 
of the west coast were left entirely free | noble Viscount opposite to the desire of 
from duty, could anyone argue for aj certain Radicals to get the expenditure 
moment that the tax would be paid by | on the Navy reduced, I am bound to say 
the consumer ? that so far as I have had experience of 
the working classes, in particular in the 
The coal tax has now gone. It was | north of England, I have always found 
based, in my judgment, on a wrong | them thoroughly in favour of maintaining 
principle. 1 do not believe in any | the Navy at the highest point of efficiency, 
export tax. I think it is always in| and if further money should be required 
restraint of trade, and I hope this} for that purpose | think it would be 
country will never again be so! forthcoming, and would be given freely 


Report ? I do not recollect that. 











315 


by the country if the Government could 
show that it was absolutely necessary. 
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As to the Army, certain promises have 
been held out of a reduction of expendi- 
ture. I think it quite possible that there 
may be means of reducing expenditure on 
the Army without impairing its efficiency; 
but if any reduction should be proposed 
which, in my judgment, would interfere 
with the efficiency of the Army, I should 
certainly feel it my duty to oppose it, 
because I think the vast interests we 
have to protect demand that we should 
have both services as efficient as they can 
be rendered. I congratulate the Govern- 
ment on having got their Budget 
through without any serious opposition in 
another place, and I account for it to a 
large extent by the fact that, as has been 
stated, this is the Budget of the late 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. Surely, if 
it were his own child he could not very 
well disown and attack it. When the 
present Chancellor of the Exchequer 
comes to deal with the financial affairs of 
the country we shall probably see great 
changes, and I hope they will be such 
changes as will conduce to the raising of 
money easily for the services of the 
country. 


*¥THe LORD PRIVY SEAL (The Mar- 
QUESS of Ripon): My Lords, we have 
had a very important and interesting 
discussion, and those who have addressed 
your Lordships have spoken from various 
points of view, and with great authority. 
We all listened, I am sure, with interest 
to the speech of the noble Viscount 
opposite, Lord St. Aldwyn, who gave us 
the result of his long experience. I am 
not able to agree with all the conclusions 
at which the noble Viscount arrived, but 
at the same time every one in this 
House will recognise that he spoke only 
from the results of his own experience, 
which is so great and to which we owe so 
much respect, and that he did not do so 
from any Party considerations whatever. 


There was a great deal which fell from 
the noble Viscount with respect to the 
income-tax with which I imagine most 
of us will agree, and it is well that he 
should have availed himself of this oppor- 
tunity to call attention to the value and 
importance of the income-tax and to its 
special position in our system of finance. 
But, my Lords, I do not think that it 
would have been possible for my right 


Lord Joicey, 
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hon. friend the Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer to have based his financial 
arrangements this year solely upon a 
reduction of the income-tax. 1! do not 
know where he was to have found the 
means of doing anything else if he had 
taken a penny off the income-tax. The 
noble Viscount made a slight error, | 
think, in the figures he quoted. He spoke 
of my right hon. friend as havin 
budgeted for a surplus of £3,704,000. 
*Viscount Str. ALDWYN: No, 
£3,074,000. 


*THE MARQUEsS OF RIPON: Then I 
did not hear the noble Viscount correctly. 


*ViscounT St. ALDWYN : A reduction 
of the income-tax would have been 
possible, but no other taxes could have 
been reduced. 


*THE MARQUESS OF RIPON: I do not 
think that was a possible course for my 
right hon. friend to have taken. As the 
noble Viscount knows, very important 
questions connected with the structure 
and the mode of raising the income-tax are 
now under consideration. Those questions 
have been referred to a Committee. They 
cover a very wide range. They relate 
to that difficult question of graduation 
to which the noble Viscount alluded. 
They relate also to the problem of the 
difference between permanent and tempo- 
rary incomes, a question which I remember 
was settled in the year 1853 for at least 
a generation by the great speech of Mr. 
Gladstone, one of the most remarkable 
efforts that was ever made by any 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in the 
House of Commons. Those questions 
are under consideration. I do not put 
that forward as a conclusive reason, but 
I think it is a reason of considerable 
weight, against having made a reduction 
of the income-tax the sole financial 
arrangement of the year. 


The noble Viscount touched upon the 
question of the coal tax, but I do not 
propose to delay your Lordships long 
upon that matter. The noble Lords 
behind me who have spoken have touched 
upon some of the objections which can be 
raised to that tax. I venture to think it 
has not been a successful tax. The noble 
Viscount seemed to think that the 
quotation given by my {-noble friend 
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behind me from the Report of the Royal 
Commission on Coal Supplies was_in- 
correct. In one respect I must admit 
that it was, inasmuch as the Report of 
the Commission contains the facts which 
were collected and the results at which 
they arrived, but does not draw any con- 
clusion. But, on the other hand, the 
Report tells us that the witnesses generally 
were of op’nion that the maintenance of 
a large coal export trade is of supreme 
importance to the country and essential 
to the prosperity of the coal-producing 
districts. On page 23 of the Report it 
is stated that-- 

“Tt is difficult to resist the contention that 
the tax had some effect in reducing the 
tonnage exported in the year 1901, although 
it is probable that the high level of prices, 
which was still maintained, and the declining 
condition of trade, both at home and abroad, 
had some influence on the figures. It will be 
seen that the total output of coal in 1901 in 
the United Kingdom was less by 6,000,000 tons 
than in 1900, but it should be noted that the 
home consumption in 1901 was 5,500,000 tons 
le-s than it was in 1900. It should not he 
overlooked that the coal-exporter has had the 
alvantage of much lower export freights for 
ca! in 1901 and subsequently than prevailed 
in 1900, and this must have mitigated the 
effg :t of the tax to a large extent.” 


All this tends to show, together with other 
portions of the Report, that the tax has 
interfered with trade, and I venture to 
think there is clear evidence in this 
Report that it has hampered the operation 
of our trade in France, Belgium, and 
Holland, and that in those countries 
(rerman coal has had a tendency to take 
the place of British coal. From the facts 
contained in the Report we find that 
wages and profits have had a tendency to 
decline. I think these are good grounds 
for repealing the tax. Certainly we 
know that it was the intended policy of 
the late Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
repeal the coal tax. Therefore, my right 
hon. friend cannot be charged with taking 
a step the necessity of which had not 
already forced itself upon the minds of 
those who at the time were tesponsible 
for the finances of the country. I need 
not dwell on that subject. All I say is, 
that as far as the facts are known to me, I 
believe the coal tax to have acted in a 
manner injurious and hampering to our 
interests, and I think it was one of the 
first taxes marked for repeal. 


The noble Viscount seems very much 
afraid of what may be done by the House 
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of Commons in regard to the increase of 
taxes. That is a complaint which ever 
since I first entered Parliament I have 
heard made by every Chancellor of the 
Exchequer and ex-Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and there have been but few 
men who have stood up to demands of 
that kind in the way in which Mr. Glad- 
stone did. I quite admit that each 
demand for money for this purpose or for 
that must be considered not only upon its 
abstract merits but in connection with the 
financial condition of the country, and 
I am quite sure that that is the 
course which my right hon. friend will 
take. Large reductions of expenditure, 
if they are made, must be made upon the 
large items, while at the same time a 
careful Chancellor of the Exchequer would 
always keep his eye upon small items 
also. The noble Viscount pointed out 
with great force the startling difference 
between the rate of expenditure on the 
Army and the rate on the Navy. I[ 
agree with the noble Viscount in thinking 
that that is a fact which needs most 
careful consideration, and it is receiving 
that consideration from His Majesty’s 
Government. 


Your Lordships are aware, from 
what has been said before in this House, 
that the Secretary of State for War is 
considering the whole of our military 
arrangements very carefully and de- 
liberately. I do not think your Lord- 
ships will be inclined to condemn him for 
taking his time over that. We have had 
too many successive experiments made 
with the Army during the last few years, 
and it is very desirable that any further 
changes should be made with the utmost 
deliberation. I have every reason to 
believe that my right hon. friend Mr. 
Haldane will find it within his power to 
reduce the Army expenditure in an 
effective manner, although it is not pos- 
sible for me at the present moment to 
make any statement upon that subject. 
I believe it is probable that an oppor- 
tunity will be taken by the Secretary of 
State to make some statement with 
regard to it in some of the discussions on 
the Estimates before the end of the 
session. 


I do not know that I need detain your 
Lordships longer. Unlike the noble 
Lords who have addressed you, I do not 
profess to be an expert on this subject, 
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I can only say, however, that I am 
unable to agree that the one thing to 
have done was to reduce the income 
tax. My noble friend Lord Welby seemed 
to think that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer would have done better if he 
had made no reduction of taxation at all. 
That, my Lords, is a counsel of perfection, 
and [ do not think my noble friend him- 
self believes that it would have been 
advisable or possible for the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer to have taken that 
course. Neither do I think that it would 
have been possible for him in the present 
state of public opinion, in the face of a 
Parliament like the present, to have 
reduced the income tax and nothing else. 
Therefore, he has dealt with two taxes— 
the coal tax, which was marked especially 
for removal, and the tea duty, the re- 
duction of which will afford relief — limited 
relief, I agree—to the people of this 
country in one of the most important 
articles of consumption. The noble 
Viscount said he did not think that 
reduction would reach the people. 


Greenwich 





*ViscouNT ST. ALDWYN : The poorest 
of the people. 


*THE MARQUESS OF RIPON: The 
information with which I have been 
furnished from the financial departments 
leads me to think that it has had 
that effect, if not always in the reduction 
in price, in some cases in the 
improvement of the quality. The state- 
ment made by the noble Viscount at 
the commencement of his speech really 
represents the truth of the present 


position. He said this was a provisional 
Budget. He accepted it as a provisional 
Budget. <A provisional Budget it is. It 


is not to be taken as indicating what is 
likely to be the financial policy of His 
Majesty’s Government in coming years. 
It is a provisional Budget dealing with 
the finances as they were left to us 
by our predecessors, dealing with the 
Kstimates of expenditure which we 
received from them, and it is intended 
solely for the purpose of making such 
reduction—limited, I quite agree—in 
taxation as was possible in the cireum- 
stances in which we took office. 


On Question, Bill read 2°; Standing 
Order No. XXXIX. dispensed with. 


Bill read 3°, and passed. 
The Marquess of Ripon. 
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RESERVE FORCES BILL. 
Reports of Amendments received. 


Amendments moved— 


‘In page 1, line 7. after the word ‘any’ to 
insert the words ‘ British Protectorate or in 
any’; in line 9, after ‘any’ to insert the 
words ‘ British Protectorate or in any’; and 
in lines 10 and 11, to leave out the words ‘a 
self-governing colony’ and to insert the words 
‘in a colony possessing responsible govern- 
ment.’”—(T'he Earl of Portsmouth.) 


On Question, Amendments agreed to. 
Bill to be read 3* To-morrow ,; and to be 
printed as amended. [No. 130.] 


INDIAN RAILWAYS ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL. 


[SECOND READING. ] 


Order of the Day for the Second 
Reading read. 


Eart BEAUCHAMP: My Lords, this 
is a small Departmental Bill about which 
I do not think there can be any con- 
troversy. The original Railways Act of 
1894 enables the Indian railway com- 
panies, upon certain conditions, to pay 
interest on their share capital out of 
capital during construction. By Section 
9 of that Act the duration of it extended 
only to December 31st, 1905, or to the 
end of the then next ensuing session of 
Parliament and no longer, unless Parlia- 
ment should otherwise determine. It 
appears desirable to make this Act 
permanent, and the Bill now before your 
Lordships has been drawn up with that 
object. I beg to move that it be read 
a second time. 


Moved, That the Bill be now read 2*. 
—(Karl Beauchamp.) 


On Question, Bill read 2*, and committed 
to’ a Committee of the Whole House 
To-morrow. 


GREENWICH OBSERVATORY. 

*Lorp ELLENBOROUGH rose, in 
accordance with notice, to call attention 
to the electrical works that the London 
County Council have lately built about 
half a mile from the Royal Observatory 
at Greenwich, and to point out that the 
presumed position of every ship when at 
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sea, and out of sight of land, is based upon a 
comparsion of the results of observations 
taken by her officers, and other observa- 
tions taken years previously by astrono- 
mers at the Royal Observatory, and that 
the positions of all places shown on 
British and American maps and charts, 
whether European, Indian, or Colonial, 
and also on most foreign maps and 
charts, are also dependent upon observa- 
tions taken at Greenwich; that at a 
conference of delegates from the principal 


countries in the world, twenty-seven in | 


number, held at Washington in October, 
1884, for the purpose of fixing on a 
meridian proper to be employed as a 
commen zero of longitude, twenty-two 
representatives voted in favour of adopt- 
ing the meridian passing through the 
centre of the transit instrument at the 
Observatory at Greenwich as the initial 
meridian for longitude, and that, in 
consequence of this, nearly all nations of 
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land is to take the angular height of one 
or more heavenly bodies with a sextant. 
The next thing he does is to find the 
| time that it was at Greenwich when he 
took his observations. This is done by 
means of a chronometer. ‘This process 
is called getting a Greenwich date. It 
| is a preliminary to working almost every 
class of observation at sea, whether for 
the purpose of ascertaining the position 
|of a ship or for finding the error of a 
| compass. 





When he has obtained his Greenwich 
i date, he proceeds to calculate how far 
| he is east or west of Greenwich and how 
|far he is north or south of the equator. 
|This he does by comparing the results 
| of observations made years previously at 
| Greenwich, with those he has just made 
| himself. If he or Greenwich make a 
| mistake the ship may be lost with all 
If out of the whole of the com- 


| hands. 


importance now use Greenwich time as a| merce of the globe a single ship is lost, 
Standard or Universal time; that if a| her value might well amount to three 
single ship is lost in consequence of | times that of the Greenwich electrical 





confusion being introduced into longitudes | 


its value might well be treble that of 
these new electrical works ; that during 
the last two hundred and thirty years 
many millions of observations connected 
with cartography and astronomy have 
been made at the Observatory and other 
places, the value of which largely de- 
pends upon the fixity of the Royal 


Observatory as a reference point ; and | 


to call attention to the action of the 


London County Council in building fur- | 


naces and tall chimneys nearly due north 
of the Observatory, and in using engines 
which cause some of the astronomical 
instruments to vibrate in such a manner 
as to destroy all possibility of accurate 


observation ; and to ask the Government | 
if they will apply to Parliament for | 


power to prevent the Royal Observatory 
from being shaken or smoked out, either 
at present or any future time. 


The noble Lord said: My Lords, if 
the London County Council, encouraged 
by the success of their line of river 
steamers, launch out into ocean traffic, 
they will soon learn from their sea-going 
captains that it will be necessary to 
supply their ships with chronometers, 
whose error on Greenwich mean time is 
always known. The first thing that a 
seaman has to do when he wishes to find 
his ship’s position when out of sight of 


works, to say nothing of her crew, who, 
after all, count as something, ‘The 
London County Council have as yet only 
put up 20,000 horse-power at Greenwich. 
Well, there are many ships afloat that 
carry more than that. In the Royal 
Navy alone there are more than twenty- 
five such ships. 


In 1884 what had been the general 
practice was made the rule, and the 
meridian passing through the centre of 
the transit instrument at Greenwich was 
selected as the common zero of longitude 
‘for the whole world, and the centre of 
that instrument became the chief refer- 
ence point in universal geography. The 
railways and telegraphs in America and 
many other countries are all dependent 
'on Greenwich time. For instance, Inter- 
Colonial time, that is, Nova Scotia time, 
is four hours slow on Greenwich. Eastern 
time is five hours slow, Central time is 
six hours slow, Mountain time is seven 
hours slow, and Pacific time is eight hours 
slow on Greenwich. There is also Mid- 
Europe time, one hour fast, Eastern 
Europe, and South African time, two hours 
fast, and Australian, Japanese, and New 
Zealand time, all of which depend on 
Greenwich. If in obedience to the Lon- 
don County Council we change our point 
of reference, we shall have remonstrances 
and possibly demands for compensation 
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from all parts of the globe. The position | 
of every place in the world, of every light- | 
house and of every rock, as depicted on | 
an English or American map or chart, 
and on most foreign maps or charts, is 
known by the angle between the plane 
of its meridian and that of Greenwich. 


It is somewhat difficult to explain to 
any one who has never studied any branch 
of science the value of the nearest obtain- 
able exactitude in measurements. Nearly 
all the discoveries which make the 
progress of the world, in the applica- 
tion of which to various industries 
many millions of men find work 
who would otherwise be unemployed, 
have been due to experiments conducted 
with the greatest possible accuracy. 
More exact instruments for measuring | 
weight and length are constantly being 
invented. The advance in ow chemical, 
metallurgical, and electrical industries is 
largely due to their employment. In 
chemistry, when a substance is too small 
to be weighed, you dissolve it and see | 
how much water its equivalent will | 
discolour. All branches of science are 
more or less interlaced, and receive from 
time to time unexpected help from one) 
another. Continuity of observation is | 
also a matter of great importance. All | 
large astronomical instruments take some | 
years before they settle down to their | 
work, and if the observatory was moved | 
there would be a most regrettable gap. | 

I have been told that nearly £500,000 | 
has been spent on these works by the | 
London County Council. Even if this is 
the case, what is that in comparison with 
what has been spent in bygone years on | 
surveys and scientific expeditions, and on , 
other work more or less connected with | 
Greenwich ? What are the interests of a_ 
few thousand people living near Green- 
wich compared with those of the millions 
whose navigation, clocks, watches, and 
geography depend on Greenwich? The 
observatory was there first, and if people 
choose to come and live in its neighbour- | 
hood they must accept the few restric- 
tions involved by such a residence. If 
they put up machinery it must be at the 
risk of being ordered to remove it. | 
Perhaps business men may understand | 


To| 


the matter better if put in this way. 


move Greenwich Observatory for the sake | 
of the London County Council engines | 
would be like changing the value of the | 


Lord Ellenborough, 
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British pound sterling to that of the 
Egyptian pound for the convenience of a 
few Cairo financiers. ; 


If it was necessary to erect engines at 
Greenwich, one would naturaily ask, 


|Why not put up turbines, which in all 


probability would cause no vibration at 
all? Failing them, why not put up 
triple expansion engines with horizontal 
cylinders, a pattern that has been in use 
for many years? They run very 
Instead of that, doub'e ex- 
pansion engines were selected with the 
first cylinder placed perpendicularly above 
the crank so as to get as much thump- 
ing as possible. Is the astronomy and 
geography of the whole world to be put 


out of joint for the sake of the perpen- 


dicular cylinders of the London County 
Council ? Their interests are infinitesimal 


compared with those they claim the right 


to interfere with. ‘Lhe Council must be 
made to grasp the fact that, omitting 
purely scientific considerations, the navi- 
gational, geographical and business in- 
terests of the world do not permit the 


removal of Greenwich Observatory, and 


that if anything has to go it is their 


works, But before going to the expense 
of removal, it would be well to con- 
sider the practicability of reducing the 
height of the chimneys by 100 feet, 
of introducing additional machinery 
for the consumption of smoke, using 
forced draught, of substituting turbines 
for reciprocating engines, and of adding 
many tons of concrete to the foundations. 
The latter method was successfully em- 
ployed in reducing the vibration of some 
of the tube railways. Of course no 
further extension of the works should be 
allowed. 


The London County Council chimneys 


are nearly due north of the Observatory. 


They extend to a height of 24 degrees 
above the horizon of the Observatory, 
and the four chimneys together obscure 
a horizontal sky space of about 3} 
degrees, thus excluding from all future 


| observation a celestial space of about nine 


square degrees on the horizon. When 
smoke is coming out of the chimneys a 
still further space is obscured. At present 
only two chimneys are in use and the 
other two are approaching completion. 
The present plant of reciprocating engines 
can work up to 20,000 horse - power, 
though only 5,000 is in use at present, 
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It is impossible to estimate how much 
smoke and vibration there will be when 
the whole of this plant is in full working 
order, and how many instruments may 
then be disturbed. 


If a clause is introduced into a 
private Act of Parliament it would give 
insufficient protection against future 
attacks by other persons. For instance, 
any company or person who chose to do 
so might build factories with still taller 
chimneys, and put up machinery, such as 
steam-hammers, which would shake the 
Observatory fifty times as much as the 
existing engines. I consider it absolutely 
necessary to pass a public Act of Parlia- 
ment to protect the Royal Observatcry 
from all future encroachments or inter- 
ference. On March 13th, the London 
County Council actually wrote to the 
Astronomer Royal saying that they 
were— 

“unable to acknowledge any liability in re- 


gard to the effect on the Observatory of the 
working of the station,” 


It is clear that the London County 
Council do not realise the mischief they 
are doing. It seems sad that the educa- 
tion of half a million of London children 
should have been entrusted to a body 
who are evidently ignorant of the first 
principles of geography. The London 
County Council are like little children 
playing with fire, and should be gently 
but firmly pulled off the hearth-rug— 
that is, the neighbourhood of Greenwich 
—before they have had time to do serious 
mischief. 


I expect the next thing that the Lon- 
don County Council will do will be to 
order the Equator to clear out of the 
tropics and not to take more than its fair 
share of sunshine. A redistribution of 
sunshine would be a popular measure, 
but there might be some difticulty in 
carrying it out. Why not throw all the 
latitudes in the world out of order as well 
as the longitudes ? As a matter of fact, 
the Poles and the Equator are not exactly 
always in the same position as regards 
the Earth. They oscillate to the extent 
of about fifty feet, while the Greenwich 
transit instrument remains the fixed 
reference point of the Universe. Another 
point on the same meridian. would not 
serve the same purpose, with exactitude, 
as it might be more or less affected by 
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this oscillation. When the London 
County Council engines are running, 
accurate observations for testing this 
oscillation cannot be taken. When I 
looked at the instrument used for measur- 
ing it, the lines in the mercurial mirror 
were constantly vibrating, though only 
5,000 horse-power or less was being used. 
I was told that formerly they were only 
disturbed when trains were passing, but 
that now the movement is continuous. 
If ever the Greenwich railway directors 
ask for further Parliamentary powers, 
they should be told that they can 
only have them on_ condition of 
reinforcing the foundations of their line 
with concrete. 


This is not the first attempt that has 
been made to destroy the usefulness of 
the Greenwich Observatory. A Fenian 
or an Anarchist once tried to destroy it. 
He met, however, with a well-deserved 
fate, for he blew himself to pieces instead. 
But he has, I believe the unique honour 
of being the only person whose crime has 
been timed to a tenth of a second by the 
institution that he wished to destroy. 
If the power of making accurate observa- 
tions is denied to Greenwich Observatory 
it will be as much destroyed as if it had 
been blown up by a Fenian. A consider- 
able portion of the observations and 
calculations that have been made at 
Greenwich and in other places during the 
last 230 years will be rendered useless. 
If the London County Council continue 
to interfere with the means of obtaining 
universal standard time and longitude, 
they will bring upon themselves the 
dislike and contempt of the whole civilised 
world. The Royal Observatory should 
not be shaken and smoked out of its 
place by a local body ignorant of what 
Greenwich is to the world in general. 
A public Act of Parliament should be 
passed to protect the Observatory from 
interference. 


*Tue FIRST LORD or tue ADMIR- 
ALTY (Lord TweepmoutH): My Lords, 
the noble Lord has made a very vigorous 
speech on this subject, and I am glad to 
be able to sympathise with him in his 
care for the future of Greenwich Observa- 
tory. Since this subject has been raised 
it has been closely considered at the 
Adwiralty. We have been in conference 
with the authorities at Greenwich and 
with the representatives of the County 
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Council. As to the origin of this generat- 
ing station, in 1901 the London County 
Council resolved on it, and in 1902 a Bill 
was passed through Parliament. In 
this Bill was inserted a clause known as 
the Observatory Clause, which gave to the 
Board of Trade the power, if any use of 
electrical power was likely to affect 
injuriously the instruments used in the 
Observatory, to require reasonable and 
proper precautions to be taken. This 
proposal was made public and approved 
by Parliament. It is a pity that the 
County Council had not more closely 
apprehended the possibility of danger to 
the Observatory in choosing this particular 
site, but I think that there was some 
responsibility also to be attached to 
the various departments and also to 
Parliament. 


I think that the noble Lord has given 
an exaggerated account of what has taken 
place. This afternoon I had a conversa- 
tion with the Astronomer Royal, and he 
thinks that at present, at any rate, no 
absolute damage has been done. I ad- 
mit, however, that there is an apprehen- 
sion of it when the station is developed to 
its fullest power. It will be almost the 
biggest generating station in the world 
when completed. Eight engines will 
work up to 52,000 horse-power, and the 
electricity generated will, it is supposed, 
be sufficient to work the whole of the 
London tramway system. But at the 
present time the Astronomer Royal says 
that no serious effect has as yet arisen in 
the working of the principal meridian 
instrument. This is a stationary instru- 
ment not easily subject to vibration. The 
Astronomer Royal says, however, that 
the instrument which has been affected 
is the portable transit instrument used 
for determining longitude. There has 
thus been evidence of some disturbance 
in this instrument, but the Astronomer 
Royal says that the interferences are 
variable and intermittent, and sometimes 
stop altogether. He added that from the 
large generating station at Deptford, 
which is only a quarter of a mile further 
from the Observatory than this generat- 
ing station, no damage has resulted, and 
there is no indication of any disturbance. 

What we have to do is to take very 
careful observation as to what exactly is 
going on at Greenwich. At present, I 
believe that the station is never worked 
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up to more than 3,000 horse-power. A 
trial has been made of two engines, but 
the experiments were in no sense com- 
plete or satisfactory. What I propose to 
do is to ask Professor Ewing, who lives at 
Greenwich, and is a distinguished engineer, 
intimately acquainted with scientific in- 
struments, to represent the Admiralty -- 
he is our Director of Naval Education 
already—in the observations to be taken, 
which must extend over a consider- 
able time. Tam told that the disturb- 
ances that do occur vary very much, and 
that there is a great deal to be said as to 
the possibility of meeting the difficulties 
by reducing the height of the chimneys, 
though the Astronomer Royal does not 
think that the vapour of the chimneys 
as yet seriously interferes with the 
observations. 


Observatory. 


I propose also to ask the London 
County Council to name a representa- 
tive of their own for the Committee I 
am about to appoint to report on the 
whole subject. Ihave had a conference 
with members of the County Council— 
the chairmen of the various committees 
—in company with the Astronomer Royal, 
and the County Council have expressed 
themselves very desirous to meet the 
wishes of the Admiralty and to do any- 
thing reasonable in the way of making 
such alterations in the plant as would 
prevent damage to the Observatory. 


*ViscounT GOSCHEN : My Lords, I 
cannot say that the statement which has 
just been made by my noble friend is 
very reassuring, and there are certain 
defects in the information which he has 
been good enough to give to the House. 
His expressions as to varying interferences 
and the time that will be taken in order 
to show the exact effect of them must 
fill every one of your Lordships with 
alarm. 


One of the questions which suggests 
itself, however, is whether the County 
Council in the meanwhile are going 


to continue this gigantic work? Are 
there no means of coming to an 


arrangement with the County Council, 
that, pending inquiry, they should not con- 
tinue to spend large sums of money 
upon these works? Evidently a gigantic 
mistake has been made—a mistake by the 
Admiralty, by the Astronomer Royal, by 
the County Council, and by Parliament, 
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noble Lord, anxious and determined as 
he is to bring this matter to a satisfactory 
conclusion, the slightest note of confidence 
that it will be possible tu remove all the 
objections that have been raised. The 
matter affects not only the Greenwich 
Observatory, but the whole scientific 
world. In these circumstances | 
scarcely think that the device of con- 
tinuing the experiments and watching the 
observations 1s quite adequate to the 
enormous importance of the position. 


Iam aware of the great abilities of 
Professor Ewing. I am sure, too, that 
the County Council will bring to bear on 
the matter the greatest anxiety in the 
choice of their representative ; but I 
question whether this is not a work in 
which the greatest scientists in the 
Kingdom should be associated in some 
form or another, so that the country and 
all those interested should be assured 
that every scrap of scientific knowledge 
available in this country, of whatever 
class, is being brought to bear on the sub- 
ject. The idea that Greenwich Observa- 
tory, that historic scientific monument 
which has rendered such vast services to 
the world, and on which so much depends, 
should be imperilled even in the slightest 
degree, even by “ varying interferences,” 
is really a prospect which few persons can 
contemplate with equanimity. I conceive 
that it might come to this, that the whole 
scheme of the London County Council, 
notwithstanding their half-million expen- 
diture, might have to be abandoned 
rather than that the scientific accuracy of 
Greenwich time should be endangered. 
It seems only reasonable that the amount 
involved should not be increased during 
the considerable time which my noble 
friend says will be necessary for the con- 
dueting of the experiments. 


*THE Eart oF CRAWFORD: My 
Lords, I ask your Lordships’ indulgence 
while I say afew words. The noble Lord 
in introducing this subject dealt with two 
aspects of the question, first, the chimney, 
and second, the effect of the machinery 
when set in motion inside the generating 
station. The effect of the chimney is in 
its relation to the refraction of light, and 
I would illustrate my meaning by re- 
ferring to what takes place when the orb 
of the sun as seen from the deck of a 
steamer touches the 
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and I do not gather from the tone of the | 


water line on/! 
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the far horizon. At that instant it 
is in truth be'ow the horizon. A 
star seen through a column of heated 
air is thrown about. A column of air 
rising up from a tall chimney below the 
line of vision of the telescope is not 
uniform in its temperature, and according 
to the blowing of the wind it passes 
either to the right or to the left, forward 
or backward. Consequently the tem- 
perature does not remain the same, and 
the result is that the image of the star 
which is seen is thrown about violently, 
and the individual observer is unable to 
fix it with the definite precision required, 
and the refraction error is unknown. 


It has been suggested that there might 
be a possibility of lowering the chimneys, 
but Idonot think that would have any very 
great effect. The chimney at the present 
time is not much more than two or three 
degrees above the horizontal point of the 
horizon. The danger is the heat from 
the furnaces below the chimneys and the 
column of hot air passing away. It wag 
found that when the wind was_blow- 
ing nearly due east, the hot air rising 
from the chimney was caught by a smart 
wind and blown away in a horizontal 
direction before it could rise up and 
practically destroy the northern horizon. 
But on a fine night, when there is no 
wind, the heated air would undoubtedly 
rise and certainly reach fifteen or even 
twenty degrees of altitude, destroying all 
observations which might be required 
to be made at that altitude by the intro- 
duction of the unknown errors. 


Reference has been made by the noble 
Viscount who has just sat down to the 
mistakes committed by many and various 
public Departments, but I think there 
is one mistake which has not been alluded 
to, but which ought to be noticed in 
this connection, and that is that the 
architect to the London County Coun- 
cil had been employed at the Royal 
Observatory at Greenwich. He was 
employed to put up the buildings for 
the important instrument to which the 
noble Lord the First Lord of the 
Admiralty referred. The chimney is 
absolutely on the meridian of that in- 
strument. That ought not to have been 
allowed. The chimney might easily 
have been placed in a different position, 
and I think the architect, knowing the 
importance of the instrument erected in 


M 








Greenwich 


331 





this defect. 


Tremor is a matter that we are now 


familiar with in London. I can compare it | 


to what a person feels in walking along 
the street when one of the large motor 
omnibuses comes along and shakes the 
pavement. Another thing one. might 
liken it to is the feeling when you wish 
to write a note inatrain. The shaking 
to which attention has been called by 
Lord Ellenborough is so small that an 
ordinary person might treat it with 
contempt, yet the movement is very 
large when taken in connection with 
the delicate observations which have 
to be carried on at Greenwich. The 
essentials for observation of an astrono- 
mical kind are stability and quietude. All 
astronomical observation is a question of 
measurement either from one body to 
another or the referring of a heavenly 
body to a fixed point. Astronomers are 
compelled to use as a horizon a mer- 
curial mirror, in which the observer is 
able to see, when the instrument is in 
perfect order, the real images. As will 
be readily understood, tremor will affect 
a basin of mercury. ‘The slightest tremor, 
set up either by a person walking, by a 
rarriage at a distance, by a train passing, 
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or an engine working, would show itself , 


instantly. The effect is that a star, 
instead of appearing as a small round 
dise which one is able to see sharply, is 
ill-defined and unsteady. 


If errors are introduced in this manner, 
whether by shaking or by abnormal refrac- 
tion, no harm is done provided we know 
the magnitude of those errors. Nothing is 
so dangerous in astronomical observation 
as the unknown errors which have to be 
guarded against in the present circum- 
stances at Greenwich. The instrument 
which I alluded to just now, which has its 
meridian obstructed by this chimney, is 
that which is devoted to the observation 
of the moon. For many years the moon 
has been given over, by the charter, as it 
were, of the scientific world, to Greenwich 
Observatory. Astronomy has grown so 
vast in its extent, that, as in the case of 
other branches of science, persons take 
up groups, none being able to carry the 
whole work in their heads or to do practi- 
cal credit to the study of the whole. The 
Royal Observatory at Greenwich has 


speciélised on the moon, mainly owing to 
The Karl of Crawford, 
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the Observatory, ought to have noticed | the grand labours of Sir George Airey, 


Ohser vatory. 


|the late Astronomer Royal, who by 
|examination of the many hundreds of 
thousands of observations of the moon 
reduced those observations down and 
produced what is called a lunar theory, 
That is to say, by means of tabular 
arrangements and mathematical formula 
the position of the moon at any given 
time hence may be fairly accurately 
predicted. 


The observations at Greenwich and 
the manner in which they have been 
carried out by the late Astronomer Royal 
have led the whole scientific world to say, 
“Gentlemen, you know your moon so well, 
pray continue to be responsible for her.” 
In the same way the observation of the 
minor planets rests with Berlin, and other 
matters are looked after by American 
observers. If now Greenwich is reduced 
to the position of saying that its lunar 
observations have not the weight and 
value which so far have attached to them, 
it wil! be a terrible blow to the reputa- 
tion of our Royal Observatory and also to 
our existence as a scientific country. 
Another ditticulty is that disputes as to 
boundaries between countries are mainly 
settled by astronomical observation as to 
the position of the moon. ‘The easiest 
way for taking such observations natur- 
ally would be by telegraph, but you 
do not find telegraph cables all over 
the world, and consequently these boun- 
daries have to be settled by astronomical 
observations. As the moon is being con- 
stantly watched at Greenwich Observa- 
tory, applications are frequently received 
from foreign countries as to the error of 
the moon at such an hour on such a day. 
That also shows how extremely important 
it is that the observations at Greenwich 
should be reliable. 


I understand that in any case Green- 
wich Observatory will not be the one that 
will have to move. If it were so, I 
hardly know how to imagine the result 
of destroying the position of the meridian 
of Greenwich. It is difficult for those 
who are not acquainted with the scientific 
minutiz to realise that such is the accur- 
acy demanded of the instruments at 
‘Greenwich Observatory. Measures of ex- 
tension are in fractions of the diameter of 
a spider’s web and hundredths of a second 
of time. These measurements seem so 
infinitesimal that you may not think it 
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ssible that they could be effected. I{ of seeing what is the right solution is 
will give you an instance. About twenty- | | great. But we are comforted by the 
eight years ago I had the honour to be on | assurance of the noble Lord the First 
the Board of Visitors of the Royal Ob- | Lord of the Admiralty that, if either 
servatory. I was at that time P resident | of the two structures is to be removed from 
of the Royal Astronomical Society. The | Greenwich, it shall not be the Royal 
Astronomer Royal then told us that the Observatory. It would be intolerable 
right pier of the transit circle had been | that the site of the Royal Observatory 
sinking fora period of time. It had been should be compulsorily changed. On the 
going on for some six years. Previous to , other hand, thereis a serious responsibility 
the meeting of the Board of Visitors in on account of the large amount of rate- 
June the errors due to the sinking of this payers’ money which has been spent by 
pier had become so great and were so labo- the London County Council. 
rious to correct that ‘the Astronomer Royal If there is any solution by which the 
determined to put the thing right electric works at Greenwich can go on 
mechanically, He therfore had the transit without crippling or seriously interfering 
circle lifted up, moved off the pivots, and) with the work of the Observa- 
beneath the right pivot which carried the | tory we shall all, Iam sure, be glad. 
big telescope was placed a sheet of paper’ Even at present I think we may 
180th part of an inch thick. The pivot Jook forward to possible changes in the 
before this had been too low ; after that arrangement of the electricity works 
piece of paper had been put under it it! jy which they may not seriously 
was very slightly too high. But it had) disturb or practically cripple the astro- 
taken six years to fall that amount, and nomical observations at Greenwich. A 
the errors were so great, that it was solution which has been suggested— 
necessary that this should be done. the substitution of steam turbines—is 
easily spoken of, but not so lightly to be 
undertaken in respect of machinery 
already completed. The substitution of 
steam turbines for reciprocating engines 
would probably necessitate a different 
type of electrical machines, and the result 
of such a substitution might lead to a 
gigantic piece of “scrapping.” I do not 
know how far the County Council works 
have progressed. 


The Astronomer Royal has told the | 
Kirst Lord of the Admiralty that at the | 
present time, no actual damage has been 
done. I grant that that is the case, 
but at all times observations are 
taken which might be necessary for the 
purpose of determining a longitude, and 
I can give you the effect which those 
observations would have at the present 
time. I suppose there is no geographical 
distance, so far as longitude is concerned, 
hetter known than the distance between 
London and Paris. That distance is 
known certainly with an error not greater 
than five feet astronomically. Observa- | are to be. 
tions which can be obtained at the present 
time give, not an error of five feet, but *Lorp KELVIN: Then there is still 
an error ranging from fifty to 300 ‘feet. | time ? 

Therefore, though the disturbance caused | 

to the instruments at the Observatory) Lorp TWEEDMOUTH: Yes. 

by the County Council’s electric works | 

may be infinitely small, that infinitely! *[Lorp KELVIN: I am glad to learn 

small disturbance may lead to irreparable | from the noble Lord that there is still 

damage. ‘time to avert half of the possible damage. 
'I believe that the disturbance caused 

*Lorp KELVIN: My Lords, I am/at the Observatory by the vibration 
sure we are all deeply indebted to|from the electric works might be 
the noble Lord who has introduced | practically annulled by the substitu- 
this subject, and to the noble Earl | tion of steam turbines for reciprocat- 
who has just sat down for his very | ing engines. The Metropolitan Electric 
interesting speech. We must all be. Supply Corporation some ten or fifteen 
deeply impressed with the extreme | years ago had a great number of 
gravity of this question. The difficulty | complaints of vibration from occupiers of 


M 2 


Lorp TWEEDMOUTH: About one 
half of the works have been completed, but 
it has not been decided what the engines 
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neighbouring houses and from a neigh- 
bouring hotel. Several years passed and 
the complaints became more serious. 


away with the reciprocating engines and 
put steam turbines in their place. Since 


that was done no further complaint has | 
Of course, that does not | 
prove that in the case of the Green- | 
a slight | 


been received. 


wich Observatory, where such 
vibration is injurious, the remedy 
would be effective, but I think 
engineers would come to the conclusion 
that the substitution of steam turbines 
would practically annul the vibration 
I trust that both Houses of Parliament 
will unite in defending the Royal Obser- 
vatory from the tremendous disaster which 
has seemed to be impending. 


outside, as well as the British Empire, 


would deplore anything that would injure | 
the | 
Royal Observatory at Greenwich, and | | 
hope the Government will succeed in | 


the great and good work done in 


preventing that. 


*EarL CAWDOR: My Lords, your 


Lordships will all have listened with | 


much interest to the instructive speeches 


which have been delivered this evening, | 


and I am sure the noble Lords who have 
spoken will think that the statement of 
the First Lord of the Admiralty is not 
quite satisfactory. 1 do not propose to 
go into the question as to who is to blame. 


We all agree that something has taken | 


place which ought to have been avoided. 


I was glad to hear from the noble Lord | 
that he had been met in a friendly spirit | 
by the London County Council, but I am | 


bound to say that it does not appear to | 
me quite satisfactory that it should only | 
be propossd to appoint an expert in the | 
person of Professor Ewing, whose great | 
skill we all recognise most fully, and a 
representative of the London County 
Council to watch the eflect of what is 
going on. 


What we want is to guard most care 
fully against the slightest increase in the 
evils which are admitted to exist. The 
mischief that is being done is not regular. 
It seems to vary ; but the minute dif- 
ference in measurements effected shows 
that these matters want watching with 
the utmost possible care. I hope the 
noble Lord the First Lord of the Ad- 
miralty will be able ina short time to 


Lord Kelvin 
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At) 
last the company boldly resolved to do | 


most | 


It is no} 
exaggeration to say that the whole world | 
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assure us that some further action is being 
adopted. The first step to be taken, if 
it is possible to do so, is to stop any 
further expenditure by the London 
County Council that may be found to be 
useless or worse than useless. It appears 
certain that any further development of 
the powerful engines that are being used 
must increase the evils. Therefore we 
should guard against any further increase 
|in the horse-power used in these works, 
and I beg the noble Lord to consider the 
question of getting the assistance of the 
/best expert advice obtainable in this 
‘country. I do not undervalue the 
great ability of Professor Ewing, but 
the question at issue is a very big 
one, and one which deserves to the full 
the best scientific advice that can be pro- 
cured. I do not know whether there is 
/any legal process by which the London 
County Council can be stopped from 
carrying out works that do mischief to 
the Observatory, but, if not, I think 
powers should be obtained. I hope the 
question of cost will not be allowed to 
stand in the way. The half million of 
money expended, or partly expended, 
by the County Council is comparatively 
a small item when it is remembered what 
is at stake. 





Lorp MUSKERRY: May I ask the 
noble Lord the First Lord of the Ad- 
miralty whether the Board of Trade could 
not act under the Observatory Clause in 
| the County Council’s Bill 4 


Lorp TWEEDMOUTH: I have not 
stated all that I have done in the way of 
endeavouring to obtain information on 
| this subject, which has only arisen within 
'the last few days. The Law Officers 
have had the whole question of the 
| powers of the Admiralty and the Board 
of Trade before them, and they are to 
advise what those powersare. I have also 
consulted the Chairman of the Visitors, 
and he told me that the Visitors com- 
| prised all the leading astronomers of this 
country, and they will, of course, give 
all the assistance they can in elucidating 
the question. The London County 
Council have told me that they would 
not go on with the two chimneys, which 
are now only partly erected, and | 
imagine there will not be much more 
done with regard to the installation, 
which is incomplete, and for which the 
type of engine has not yet been decided. 
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what the effect of the existing installation 
really is. It is, I think, necessary that 
that installation should be worked at its 
full power in order that we may discover 
what is the effect on the instruments at 
Greenwich. I think the House will agree 
that before doing anything we are bound 
to discover whether by any rearrange- 
ment of the machinery the threatened 
damage can be averted—for I cannot 
admit that up to the present moment it 
is more than a threat of damage. I 
undertake that every effort shall be 
made to make the inquiry a thorough one 
and one which shall command everyone’s 
respect. 


THe LORD BISHOP or SOUTH- 
WARK: Am I right in understanding 


that the full installation is to be 52,000 
horse-power, and that up to the present 
only 3,000 horse-power has been worked ? 


Lorp TWEEDMOUTH: The full 
power will be 52,000 horse-power. The 
anount already installed represents, I 
think, 26,000 horse-power. 


*Lorp ELLENBOROUGH : I should 
like to ask whether I correctly interpre- 
ted the noble Lord as saying that only 
3,000 horse-power had up to the present 
time been worked, and that it was 
intended that the full plant should be 
52,000 horse power. 


LoRD TWEEDMOUTH: I said that 
on the occasion on which some tremor 
was observed 3,200 horse-power had been 
developed. 


*LorD ELLENBOROUGH : How much 
is the whole ? 


Lorp TWEEDMOUTH: 


thousand horse-power. 


Tue LORD BISHOP or SOUTH- 
WARK: If all this ditticulty has been 
caused by 3,000 horse-power and there is a 
possibility of 52,000 horse-power, the 
gravity of the matter is considerably 
enhanced. 


Fifty-two 


JUSTICES AND THE RATES. 
*LorD BARNARD: My Lords, I rise 
to ask His Majesty's Government whether 
the requirement that the consent of two 
or more justices must be obtained to 
certain rates now serves any useful 
purpose, and, if not, whether they will 
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I hold that it is desirable to discover | 
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take any steps to repeal such requirement. 
I may explain, for the information of 
those of your Lordships who are not 
familiar with this matter, that in rural 
townships and parishes the last proceeding 
after the poor-rate has been made, and 
before the rate can be collected, is that it 
requires to be allowed by two or more 
justices. I have not been able to dis- 
cover what the origin of that allowance 
was, though I think it goes back to the 
year 1601. There was no doubt good 
reason at that date for this allowance 
being required, but I have been unable to 
ascertain that at the present time the 
proceeding is of any publie utility what- 
ever. On the other hand, [ am able to 
state that it is a matter of some slight 
expense to the ratepayers, and of very 
considerable inconvenience. [have before 
me a letter written by an assistant over- 
seer in which he informs me that in his 
union it costs the ratepayers some £30 a 
year, because a fee has to be paid for 
this allowance by the magistrates. Many 
of the officials have to go eight or ten 
miles to find magistrates. What the 
principle is on which this requirement is 
based I have not been able to find out, 
and | beg to ask whether steps cannot be 
taken to repeal the requirement. 


Eart CARRINGTON: My Lords, I 
agree that on the face of it it is rather 
difficult to understand why this require- 
ment should be necessary. The require- 
ment, however, is a very old one. [ 
believe it is over 300 years old. The 
justices do not enter into the question as 
to whether a rate ought to be made or not ; 
if it is in proper form they must allow it. 
That is the law as 1t stands. I have no 
information that there is any fee to be 
paid when this ceremony takes place, but 
I understand from the noble Lord that 
that is so. So long as the overseers have 
the duty of making the poor rate it is 
thought that there is not any very great 
or sufficient reason for abolishing alto- 
gether the allowance of the justices. I 
am informed that the allowance of a rate 
by the justices is to prevent the possi- 
bility of any bogus rates being raised. 
Under the present conditions it is thought 
to be hest upon the whole to allow the 
ancient custom to continue. 


House adjourned at a quarter past 
Seven o’clock, till To-morrow, 
half-past Ten o’clock. 
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The House met at a quarter before 
Three of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE BILLS [Lorps] 
ORDERS COMPLIED WITH). 


Mr. SPEAKER Jaid upon the Table 
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(ments |Provisional Orders confirmed] 


> 
Report to lie upon the Table. 
Bill, as amended, to be considered 


To-morrow. 


/(No. 2) Bill. 
/ments [Provisional Orders confirmed] 


(STANDING | 


Report from one of the Examiners of | 


Petitions for Private Bills, That, in respect | 


of the following Bill, introduced pursuant 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
Reported, with Amend- 
> . rm r 
Report to lie upon the Table. 

Bill, as 


To-morrow. 


amended, to be considered 


St. John’s (Westminster) Improvement 
Bill; Hull and Barnsley and Great 
Central Railway Companies Bill [Lords] ; 
Hull and Barnsley Railway (Steam 
Vessels) Bill | Lords]; Trent Navigation 


Companies Bill | Lords] ; Shettield District 


to the provisions of The Private Legisla- | 


tion Procedure (Scotland) Act, 1899, 
and which the Chairman of Ways and 
Means had directed to originate in the 
House of Lords, they have certified that 


the Standing Orders have heen complied | 


with, viz. :—Buckhaven Methil and Inner- 
leven Burgh Extension Bill. 


Southampton Gas Bill. Lords Amend- 
ment considered, and agreed to. 


Gas Companies (Removal of Sulphur 
Restrictions) Bill. Lords Amendments 
considered, and agreed to. 


Maryport Harbour Bill [Lords]. Read 
the third time, and _ passed, without 
Amendment. 

Poole Corporation Water Bill. Read 
the third time, and passed. 


Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Elec- 
tric Power Bill (by Order) ; Haslingden 
Corporation Bill {Lords} (by Order). 
amended, considered; to be 
third time. 


(by Order). 
committed. 


Read a second time, and 


Water Provisional Order Bill. Re 
Order confirmed]; Report to lie upon 


the Table. 


Bill, as amended, 
To-morrow. 


to be considered 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
Reported, with Amend- 


(No. 1) Bill. 


As | 
read the | 


Railway Bill [Lords}; Cambrian Rail- 
ways Bill [Lords]; Nottinghamshire and 
Derbyshire Tramways Bill [Lords]. Re- 
ported, with an Amendment ; Report to. 
he upon the ‘Table, and to be printed. 


Barry Railway Bill{ Lords]. Reported, 
without Amendment ; Report to lie upon 
the Table, and to be printed. 


Rugby Lower School Eill {Lords}. 


| Reported, without Amendment : Report 
‘to he upon the Table, and to be printed. 


Bill to be read the third time. 


Crellin’s Patents Bill [Lords]. Re- 


‘ported, without Amendment; Report to 


lie upon the Table. Bill to be read the 


third time. 

London Outer Circle Railway Bill. 
Reported | Preamble not proved] ; Report 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 


They have agreed to Amendments to— 
National Assurance Company of Ireland 


|and Yorkshire Fire and Life Insurance 


’ ’ Bill [Lords]. South Lancashire 
West Yorkshire Tramways Bill [Lords] | Sey eee, See a 


Tramways (Extension of Time) Bill 


[Lords]. 
Mersey Docks and Harbour Board Bill 


, '{Lords], without Amendment. 
ported, with Amendments [Provisional | 


PETITIONS. 
EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 
BILL. 
Petitions against: From Adderbury ; 
Alwick ; Headon ; Leicester ; Nottingham ; 
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Newcastle-on-Tyne ; Spennithorne ; Stann- 

ington; Tuxford; and, Weeley; to lie 

upon the Table. 

EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 

BILL (RELIGIOUS TEACHING). 

Petitions against alteration of Law: 

From Cheetham Hill; Hulme; and, St. 

Austell ; to lie upon the Table. 


INFANT LIFE PROTECTION. 
Petition from York, for alteration of 
Law ; to lie upon the Table. 


OPEN SPACES BILL. 
Petition from Bermondsey, for altera- 
tion ; to lie upon the Table. 


PHARMACY BILL. 
Petition from Newark, against ; to lie 
upon the Table. 
POISONS AND PHARMACY BILL[Lorps]. 


Petitions for alteration: From Cam- 
bridge; Finsbury; Greenwich (two) ; 
Hull ; Keswick ; Leigh ; Liverpool (two) ; 


Mid Cumberland ; Pudsey (two) ; South | 


Manchester ; Spalding (two) ; Strand and 
District (two) ; Wells ; West Bromwich ; 
and, Weston-super-Mare ; to lie upon the 
Table. 

VETURNS, REPORTS, EITC. 


UNEMPLOYED WORKMEN ACT, 1905. 


Copy presented, of Regulations made | 


hy the Local Government Board under 
the Act as to the Form of Financial 
Statement of Distress Committees having 
the powers of a Central Body established 


under the Act [by Act]; to lie upon the | 


Table. 


FINANCE ACCOUNTS. 


Copy presented, of Finance Accounts | 


of the United Kingdom for the year 
ended 31st March 1906 [by Act]; to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed, 
208. ] 


AND ANSWERS 
WITH THE VOTES. 


Publication of Report of Local Govern- 
ment Board (Scotland). 


Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty): To 
ask the Secretary for Scotland the cause 


QUESTIONS 
CIRCULATED 


{21 JuNE 1906} 


[No. | 


342 


of the delay in issuing to Members the 
Annual Report of the Local Government 
Board for Scotland: and will he state 
| When it will be issued. 
| (Answered by Mr. Sincluir.) The print- 
| ing of the Report is being completed, and 
‘I hope it will be in the hands of hon. 
| Members at the beginning of next week. 


Questions. 


Appointments as Postmen reserved for 
Ex-Telegraph Messengers. 

Mr. JAMES O'CONNOR (Wicklow, 
W.): To ask the Postmaster-General 
whether his attention has been called to 
the fact that in addition to the 50 per 
cent. of vacancies for postmen’s appoint- 
ments reserved for ex-naval and military 
men, they are held as being eligible for a 
proportion of the remaining 50 per cent., 
if they have become assistant postmen ; 
and, seeing that this is a breach of the 
regulation reserving 50 per cent. of these 
appointments for ex-telegaph messengers 
and others, will he state what steps he 
proposes to take. 





(Answered hy Mr. Sydney Baxton.) The 
hon. Member has been misinformed. An 
ex-soldier becoming an assistant postman 
is eligible only for a soldier’s vacancy on 
the postman’s class, and nothing is allowed 

| to interfere with the reservation for 
telegraph messengers of 50 per cent. in 
full of the vacancies as postmen. 


Pigeon Shooting in Egypt. 

Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty): To 
ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs if he can state whether the notable 
who gave the British officers permission 
to shoot pigeons in the Tantah district of 
Egypt gave the villagers any intimation 
that this shooting of tame pigeons would 
take place. 


(Answered by Seerctury Sir Edward Grey.) 
The Answer to this Question is the same 
as that to the hon. Member’s Question 
No. 2 of to-day. 


Mr. WEIR: To ask the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether he is 
aware that the pigeons in the district of 
Tantah, Egypt, which were shot at by 
| the British officers whilst on the march 
|from Cairo to Alexandria, were tame 
pigeons, the property of the villagers ; 
and will he state why these officers visited 





+ See next (Question. 
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this village in the neighbourhood of 
Tantah for the purpose indicated, seeing 
that they had no knowledge or habits of 
the fellaheen. 


Questions. 


(Ansewered by Secretary Su Edward Grey.) 
T am unable to make any statement as to 
the facts of the case. They cannot be 
accurately known until the trial of the 
accused persons, which will be ‘held in 
public, has been brought to a conelusion. 
(This Answer applies also to the hon. 
Member's Question No. 1 of to-day.) 7 


Disturbance by Chinese Coolies 
at the Nourse Mine. 

Mr. MOND (Chester): To ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether his attention has been called to 
a riot at the Nourse mine cn 16th June, 
caused by 400 Chinese coolies ; and 
whether he can state what was the cause 
of the attack of these 400 Chinese coolies 
on the house of the compound manager. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) I have 
seen a statement in the Press to this effect 
and will make inquiry. 


Outrages by Chinese Coolies. 

Mr. MOND: To ask the Under-See- 
retary of State for the Colonies whether 
his attention has been called to a meeting 
at Rossetenville, a suburb of Johannes- 
burg, on the 17th June, to protest against 
outrages committed by Chinese coolies ; 
and whether the Government will take 
steps to carry out the recommendation 
passed at that meeting, that the Labour 
“mportation Association should be com- 
pelled to compensate the victims of 
Chinese outrages. 


(Answered by Mr, Churchill.) 1 have 
seen a statement to this effect in the 
Press. It does not seem possible to hold 
the Association, so long as it acts within 
the law, legally liable for the crimes of 
individual Chinese. 


South African Commission for the 
Control of the Chinese. 

Mr. MOND: To ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether his attention has been called to 
a meeting of the Chamb-r of Commerce 
in Johannesburg on the 15th June, when 
the President explained that the Chamber 
refused to appar before the Commission 





t+ See preceding Question. 
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for the control of the Chinese on the 
ground that the Commissioners had been 
appointed by the Chamber of Mines ; and 
whether the Government will take steps 
so that the Commissioners appointed to 
such Commissions shall have no connee- 
tion with the mining industry. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) 1 have 
seen a press telegram of the nature indi- 
cated. The Commission in question was 
appointed by Sir R. Solomon, the Acting 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Transvaal, 
and consisted of the resident magistrate 
of Pretoria, as chairman, the two 
principal police officials of the Colony, 
the superintendent of Foreign labour, 
the Chinese Consul General, and two 
gentlemen representing the mines, and 
the Secretary of State sees no reason to 
object to its composition in view of the 
terms of reference. 


Lighting and Dredging of the Thames 

stuary. 

Mr. J. D. WHITE (Dumbartonshire) : 
Toask the President of the Board of Trade 
whether in view of the increased silting 
up of the South West Reach of the Swin 
between the North East Maplin and the 
South West Middle, the Trinity House will 
consider the advisability of improving the 
lighting and buoying of the Barrow Deep 
as to afford an alternative north 
channel suitable at all times for deep- 
draught vessels, hound to and from the 
River Thames; and whether steps will 
be taken to prevent the dumping of 
dredgings and other material in the 
Barrow Deep. 


SO 


(Answered by Mr. Llond-Geovge.) 1 am 
informed by the Elder Brethren of the 
Trinity House that the Barrow Deep 
channel is already buoyed for daylight 
navigation, and that they have under 
consideration the question of lighting it 
so as to make it available for traftie by 
night As regards the dumping of 
dredgings and other material in the 
Barrow Deep, I may say that this was 
stopped in October last and that a special 
area for such deposits has now been pro- 
vided in the Black Deep. 


Danger to £hipping by Rocks between Ire- 
land’s Eye and Howth Harbour. 


Mr. CLANCY (Dublin County, N.): 
To ask the President of the Board of 
Trade whether his attention has been 
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directed to the danger of fishing vessels 
caused by the fiat rocks in the Sound 
between Ireland’s Eye and Howth Har- 
hour; and whether he will cause the 
proper authority to place a buoy in the 
place indicated. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) The 
Board of Trade do not possess the power 
suggested in the latter part of the Ques- 
tion. I have, however, communicated 
with the Commissioners of Irish Lights, 
who inform me that they do not consider 
that the placing of a buoy in the position 
indicated is a matter for them to deal 
with. 


Naval Training—Artisan and Artificers 
Branches. 


Mr. J. WILLIAMS BENN (Devon- 
port): To ask the Secretary to the Ad- 
miralty whether in view of the statement 
in the Report of the Douglas Committee 
as to the disappearance of the boatswain 
and carpenter, any steps will be taken 
under the new system to train and utilise 
existing servants in these branches in 
some kindred employment. 


(Answered hy Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 
The statement referred to was a sugges- 
tion on the part of the Sub-Committee 
that the duties of the present artisan 
branches might be rearranged in the 
future so as to admit of the carrying out 
of those duties by the artificer branch. 
Assuming that this suggestion was 
approved by the Admiralty, the change 
would take place gradually, and would 
not involve the discharge of men from the 
service. If any action be taken, the 
question of utilising artisans in a new 
capacity, for which they might be quali- 
fied, would be carefully considered. Of 
course, in making any radical change, 
existing rights would receive due con- 
sideration. 


Transfer of Postal Clerks from London 
to Edinburgh and Dublin—Reduction 
of Salary. 

CarTraAIn DONELAN (Cork, E.): To 
ask the Postmaster-General whether 
he is aware that women clerks who 
are transferred from the General Post 
Ottice in London to offices in Dublin 
or Edinburgh have their maximum 
salaries reduced by £10 per annum in 


consequence of such transfer, while no | 


reduction is made in the salaries of men 
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clerks similarly transferred ; whether the 
duties of women clerks in the offices in 
Dublin and Edinburgh are identical with 
those of women clerks in London; 
whether this reduction of salary is not a 
violation of the condition upon which 
these clerks obtained their appointment ; 
whether the prospects of promotion of 
these clerks is not very much lessened in 
in consequence of heing transfered to 
tie post offices in Dublin or Edinburgh ; 
and whether he will consider the question 
with a view to putting all these women 
clerks, as far as possible, upon the same 
seale of salaries as to the women clerks 
in the General Post Ottice, London. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) 1 
may, perhaps, be allowed to refer the hon. 
Member to the Answer which I gave on 
the 14th instant to a similar Question 
relating to transfers between London and 
Dublin asked by the hon. Member for 
South Belfast. Transfers to Edinburgh 
are arranged on the same lines as transfers 
to Dublin. 


Ordance Survey Staff—7th Division 
(Carlisle). 

Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON (Northum- 
herland, Tyneside): To ask the hon, 
Member for South Somerset, as repre- 
senting the President of the Board of 
Agriculture, whether the staff of the 7th 
Division (Carlisle) of the Ordnance 
Survey is likely to be reduced in the near 
future; and whether, in the event of 
such a reduction being found necessary, 
the men selected for discharge will be 
drawn from those with less than fifteen 
years service. 
(Answered ly Sir Edward Strachey.) 
The 7th Division is at present employed 
in Ireland on the survey of county Lough, 
and on the completion of this work in two 
years time the Division will resume 
revision work in England. This will in- 
volve the removal of all the surveyors 
from the Division, but I hope that it will 
be possible to continue the setvices of these 
men in other capacities or in other 
Divisions. In the selection of men for 
discharge, the cases of men with more 
than fifteen years’ service will be most 


carefully and sympathetically considered, 


but there is a certain amount of work on 
the survey which must be always done 
by youths. 
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Offences under the Fertilisers and 
Feeding Stuffs Act 1893. 

Mr. ALEXANDER CROSS (Glasgow, 
Camlachie) : To ask the hon. Member for 
South Somerset, as representing the 
President of the Board of Agriculture, if 
he will furnish a Return of the complaints 
coming before that Board under The 
Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Act, 1893, 
during the last five years, with the names 
of the persons concerned and a note of 
the essential points of complaint, for each 
year separately ; also if he will granta 
Return of the number of criminal prose- 
cautions which have occurred under this 
Act during the period, and of the results 
of each criminal prosecution. 


(Answered hy Sir Edward Strachey.) 
We could not undertake to furnish a Re- 
turn of the complaints made to the Boar: 
as to the specific cases arising under the 
Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Act, for 
the reason that the information given is 
more or less of a confidential character. 
The enforcement of the Act, moreover, 
rests with the local authorities, and it is 
to those authorities and to the vendors 
that such complaint would ordinarily be 
addressed. Information as to the more 
general representations which we have 
received as to the working of the Act 
will be found in the Report and Minutes 
of Evidence of the recent Departmental 
Committee. Prosecutions under the Act 
tiay be undertaken by county councils 
without reference to the Board, and we 
have no information as the number which 
have taken place. Two applications have 
been made to the Board for certificates 
authorising a prosecution under Section 3 
of the Act. The certificate was refused 
in one case and granted in the other, but 
we were not informed whether proceed- 
ings were actually instituted, and, if so, 
with what resu!t. 


Suggested Issue of Large Scale Ordnance 
Survey Maps of the United Kingdom. 
Mr. G. GREEN WOOD (Peterborough): 

To ask the how. Member for South 

Somerset, as representing the President 

of the Board of Agriculture, if he can see 

his way to instruct the Ordnance Survey 

Department to issue maps of the United 

Kingdom on the scale of two inches to the 

statute mile. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) I 
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‘adopt the suggestion made by my hon. 


am afraid it is not possible for us to, 
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friend. The preparation of a map on the 
proposed scale would involve a very 
considerable cost and would take some 
years to complete. Perhaps, however, he 
would confer personally with me on the 
subject. 


Position of Clerks to Surveyors of Taxes. 

Mr. MacVEAGH (Down, 8.): To ask 
the Secretary to the Treasury whether 
in view of the fact that out of 600 clerks 
to surveyors of taxes, 373 had served 
permanently in such offices for periods 
‘anging from five years to thirty years and 
upwards, he can explain upon what 
grounds the Treasury regard such clerk- 
ships as only of a temporary nature ; 
whether he is aware that the surveyors 
of taxes strongly condemn the present 
system of clerical hire, and recently 
presented a petition to the Board of 
Inland Revenue praying for their clerks 
establishment, in the interests of the 
revenue and the public, and whether 
taking into account the surveyors’ recom- 
mendation, the lengthy service of the 
clerks, and the fact that they are engaged 
upon work of a confidential nature in 
connection with the income tax, he will 
institute an inquiry into the status and 
treatment of these clerks. 


(dasuered by Mr. Mek enna.) The 
question of substituting — established 
clerks for the personal clerks employed 
by the surveyors was considered in 
connection with the surveyors’ memorial 
last year and also on other occasions. 
For some years a considerable number 
of established clerks were employed, 
but the arrangement was found to be 
unsatisfactory, and was abandoned in 
1893. The present system is preferred, 
not only as being more economical, but 
also as more convenient for adaptation of 
the staff to the requirements of the 
localities. 


Rateable Value and Representation of 
Manchester. 

Mr. H. J. TENNANT (Berwickshire) : 
Toask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board whether his attention has 
been called toa Return of the Corporation 
of the City of Manchester setting forth 
the rateable value of the various wards, 
the numbers of limited liability companies 
in those wards and their rateable value, 
from which it can be deduced that as 
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much as 45 per cent. of the rateable 
value is in some cases unrepresented at 
municipal elections ; and whether he can 
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| 
| 
| 


propose any method of altering the | 


system under which representation is so 
partial and capricious. 


(Answered hy Mr. John Burns.) 1 have 
not seen the Return of the Corporation of 
Manchester referred to in the Question. 
I have received particulars sent for the 
purposes of the Return, moved for by 
my hon. friend, from which it appears 
that the rateable value of the premises at 
Manchester, in respect of the occupation 
of which no persons are entered in the 
lists of municipal electors, because the 
hereditaments are occupied by corpora- 
tions, or joint stock or other companies, 
amounts to 52 per cent. of the total 
rateable value of the city. Iam not able 
to promise to introduce the legislation 
which would be necessary to alter this 
state of things. 


Religious Processions in Eastern Bengal. 

Sirk H. COTTON (Nottingham, E.): 
To ask the Secretary of State of India 
whether his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that a Harisankirtan party, 
consisting of twelve men, and constituting 
a procession of a purely 
character, were arrested by the police on 
the 28th May for passing through the 
streets of Muktagacha, in the Mymensingh 
district of the province of Eastern Bengal 
and Assam, and for singing religious 
songs ; and whether, looking to the fact 


that religious ~~ processions of _ this 
character have been customary — in 


Muktagacha during the past eighteen 
years, and that they are now interfered 
with under the recent orders authorising 
the police to require licences for public 
processions, he will issue instructions to 
the Government of India that religious 
processions shall not he obstructed by the 
police. 


(Answered by Mr. Seerctury Morley.) As 
I stated in reply to a Question on the 
14th June,* the only 
processions, religious or otherwise, now in 
force in Eastern Bengal are those imposed 
by the ordinary law. A procession of the 
kind referred to would in ordinary 
circumstances call for no action by the 
police, but the recent rioting between 


+ See (4) Debates, elviii., 1130. 


restrictions on | 
‘can be made between them, but I may 


‘tary 
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Hindus and Mahomedans in Mymensingh 
may have rendered a stricter enforcement 
of the law necessary 


Questions. 


Publicity of Indian Courts of Justice. 

Sir H. COTTON: To ask the Secre- 
of State for India whether his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that 
the magistrate of Backergunge, in Eastern 


| Bengal and Assam, is in the habit of 


religious | 


disposing of criminal cases in his private 
room, and occasionally in his own private 
residence, to which the public are not 
admitted ; and whether, inasmuch at this 
practice has been condemned as irregular 
by the High Court, and is prejudicial to 
the administration of justice, he will 
address the Government of India with a 
view to putting a stop to it. 


(Answered by Mr. Seeretary Morley.) 1 
have no information as to the existence 
of the irregular practices to which the 
hon. Member refers. I hope that the 
irregularity, if truly stated inthe Question, 
has been dealt with by the local govern- 
ment. 


Revaluation of Ireland—Methods of 

ssesing. 

Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. 
To ask the Chief Secretary 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
the Government will consider the 
advisability in any proposed revalua- 
tion in Ireland, of previously adopting 
the system of local assessors to act 


Patrick) : 
to the 


/in conjunction with the Commissioner 


of Valuation as invariably practised in 
Great Britain ; whether he will explain 
the difference in the adjusting machinery 
for taxation purposes existing between 
the two islands; and whether he will 


arrange, as a sequence of the Local 
‘Government Act, that the methods 


of assessing and revising assessments 
shall be similar throughout the three 
Kingdoms. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) The 
systems of valuation in the two countries 


are so different that no useful comparison 


mention that in England the cost of 


| valuation for local taxation purposes falls 


upon the local authorities. In Ireland 


‘the work is done by a Government 


is defrayed 


Department and the cost 
In this 


mainly, by the Exchequer. 


| respect, therefore, the present system is 
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favourable to Ireland, and I doubt 
whether in these circumstances an 
assimilation to the practice in England 
would be generally welcomed. 


Superintendent Registrars and Lists of 
Deaths. 


Mr. MacVEAGH: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant — of 
Ireland whether his attention has been 
called to the fact that a Privy Council 
Order in 1899 required superintendent 
registrars to supply for electoral registra- 
tion purposes annual lists of persons 
dying within the union; that another 
Order, issued last November, fixed the 
remuneration to superintendent registrars 
at two pence per name; that another 
Order was issued last February requiring 
the registrars of births and deaths to 
furnish the Returns; that last month 
another Order was issued revoking all 
previous Orders and requiring the 
superintendent registrars to collect the 
information at their own cost and without 
remuneration ; and whether he will direct 
inquiries to be made with a veiw to 
ascertaining whether remuneration can 
be provided, as contemplated by the 
Order of November. 


(Answered by Mr. Brice.) The facts 
are substantially as stated in the Question. 
I understand the amending Order of 
November 4th, 1905, was passed with the 
object of imposing the duty in question 
upon registrars, and of providing re- 
muneration for these officers, but by an 
oversight the words “ superintendent 
registrar” were inserted instead of the 
word “registrar,” and the Order of 
February 7th, 1906, was thereupon made 
with the object of correcting this error. 
It was subsequently ascertained that no 
legal power exists for authorising the 
payment of remuneration for the per- 
formance of the duty, and it was therefore 
found necessary to revoke the Order of 
February 7th. This was done by the 
Order of May 18th, 1906, and the out- 
come of the whole matter is that the 
performance of the duty, without  re- 
muneration, is reimposed upon superin- 
tendant registrars as under the original 
Order of 1899. Further inquiry in the 
matter is unnecessary. It has been 


decided definitely that there is no power 
to authorise payment of remuneration. 
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Interference of Lady Guardian with 
discipline of Londonderry Union. 

Maraqvess oF HAMILTON (London- 
derry): To ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if the 
attention of the Local Government Board 
has been drawn to the interference with 
the discipline in the Londonderry union 
workhouse, on May 12th last, by a 
member of the Board opening the 
door of the punishment ward without 
authority, and releasing an inmate who 
had been placed there a short time 
previously, by the master of the work- 
house for disorderly conduct ; and what 
action the Local Government Board 
propose taking to prevent a recurrence 
of such unauthorised interference by 
guardians. 


(daswered by Mr. Bryce.) The Local 
Government Board have ascertained that, 
on the date named, the master of the 
Londonderry workhouse sent a female 
inmate to the refractory ward, and 
ordered that she should be kept there for 
seven hours. The woman was, however, 
liberated, after four and a-half hours’ 
detention, by a lady guardian. The 
board of guardians subsequently expressed 
their disapproval of the lady guardian’s 
action, and directed that the master 
should, in future, lock the ward when 
occupied, and see that the key is in sife 
keeping. In these circumstances the 
Local Government Board do not consider 
action on their part to be necessary. 


Nelson Beef Company and Army supplies. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary of 
State for War whether the meat contract 
for the supply to the troops quartered 
at London, Woolwich, and Windsor, has 
heen placed with Nelson, Morris, and 
Company ; will he say whether this 
American firm is amongst those whose 
manufactured imports to this country 
have been subjected to serious allegations 
of condemnation; whether this contract 
has been secured at the lowest price ; 
whether he can arrange that the Army 
Council will take precautions to insure 
that the best quality of fresh meat will 
be supplied ; and whether he an state 
why preference was given to foreign 
importers to the exclusion and prejudice 
of native agriculturists. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The meat contract for these stations has 
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been placed with the Morris Beef 
Company, of the Central Meat Market, 
London. I have no information as to 
whether the American branch of this firm 
is associated with other Chicago firms 
in the present controversy. The lowest 
price secured this contract. Inspection 
is provided for in the contract so as to 
secure quality. No preference was given 
to foreign importers, the contract being 
placed on price. 


Good Conduct Medal for Henry Hulme, 
late Cheshire Regiment. 

Mr. R. PEARCE (Staffordshire, Leek ): 
To ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether he is aware that Henry Hulme, 
late quartermaster sergeant Cheshire 
Regiment, whose discharge is dated 
December 18th, 1897, and who holds five 
good conduct medals, and served twenty- 
one vears without an entry in the 
regimental default sheet for the last 
eighteen years, has not yet received a 
good conduct medal, though applied for 
before discharge, and finally on December 
8th 1905, when the captain acting 
ajdutant, depot Cheshire Regiment, 
replied that the application was too late 
and should have been submitted within 
six months of discharge ; and whether, in 
view of the facts, the delay may be 
excused and the medal granted. 


(Answered by Mr, Seeretury Haldane.) 
Under the King’s Regulations, recom- 
mendations for good conduct medals are 
to be submitted half-yearly, and to include 
cases of men discharged within the 
previous six months. No recommenda- 
tion has been received in the War Office 
in connection with Mr. Hulme. If he 
will apply to the War Office his case shall 
be investigated. 


Date of Publication of Report of the 
Ecclesiastical Disorders Commission. 
Dr. HAZEL (West Bromwich): To 

ask the Prime Minister if he can give 

any further information as to the probable 


date of the issue of the Report of the | 


Royal Commission on Ecclesiastical Dis- 
orders ; and whether, failing the issue of 
the Report, he is willing to take steps to 
expedite the separate issue of the evidence 
taken by the Commission, so that it may 
be in the hands of Members before or 
during the discussion in Committee of 
Clause 4 of the Education Bill. 
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(Answered by Sir Henry Campbell 
Bunnerman.) 1. am unable to give any 
further information as to the date of the 
issue of the Report of the Royal Com- 
mission, nor am I ina position to expedite 
the publication of the evidence, as my 
hon. friend suggests. 


QUESTIONS IN TILE HOUSE. 


Militia Officers’ Allowances. 

Sir ROBERT HOBART (Hampshire, 
New Forest) : I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for War whether, in view of the 
dearth of Militia officers, he will consider 
the advisability of their travelling 
expenses to and from their homes, when 
beyond the confines of the county, to the 
place of joining being paid. 


*THe SECRETARY or STATE For 
WAR (Mr. HALDANE, Haddingtonshire) - 
A considerable sum of money would be in- 
volved by the grant of this conces<ion, 
and I am afraid that at the present time 
no funds are available for the purpose. 


1st Battalion Royal West Kent Regi 
ment— Master Tailor. 

Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.) : I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether, in view of the fact that ex- 
Sergeant Thomas Pressley, who served as: 
master tailor in the lst Battalion Royal 
West Kent Regiment, desired to re-engage- 
for twenty-one years, was ordered by 
Colonel Maunsell to retire, and the fact 
that Pressley was given an exemplary 
discharge, he will call for a further report 
of this case with the view of his rein 
statement, or the production of some 
evidence in accordance with Army regu- 
lations of Pressley’s inefficiency or 
misdemeanour. 





*Mr. HALDANE: As I have already 
informed the hon. Member, I have had 
| full inquiries made into this case, and I 
have satisfied myself that the military 
authorities concerned had good reasons. 
for refusing to allow this man to extend 
/his service. Mr. Pressley was offered 
| permission to re-engage asa sergeant ; 
| though a good workman, he was found to 
be unfitted for the duties of the appoint- 
ment of master tailor, who is charged with 
| the supervision of the tailoring work of 
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I am not prepared to re- 


~ Mr. SLOAN: Is it not the case that 
the man did fill the post for four years, 
and that the only cause of his losing it 
was that he went out to the Boer War. 


*Mr. HALDANE: No, he was not re- 
engaged because, in the opinion of those 
who supervised the work, he was not 
fitted for the post. 


Ammunition for Volunteers. 

Mr. COURTHOPE (Sussex, Rye): I 
heg to ask the Secretary of State for 
War whether he is aware that Volunteer 
battalions are supplied with small arms 
ammunition of mixed date and manu- 
facture, and that such ammunition is 
variable and makes accurate shooting 
impossible : and whether he will provide 
that in future all the ammunition supplied 
to any unit shall be of the same date and 
source of manufacture. 


*Mr. HALDANE: It is necessary to 
use up the ammunition returned from 
South Africa after the war. The cart- 
ridges are unloaded, the cases recapped 
and reloaded; proof is then taken and 
issue is only made on satisfactory results 
as regards shooting. The date of the 
manufacture is not known. I will con- 
sider whether it can be arranged that 
cartridges from different makers be kept 
separate. 


Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Families’ Associa- 
tion. 

*Mr. MORTON (Sutherland): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for War whether 
he is aware that the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Families’ Association refuse to admit 
the widows and daughters of officers, who 
have risen from the ranks, to the houses 
for ofticers’ widows and daughters at 
Wimbledon ; and will he say whether 
the association is supported out of 
regimental funds. 


*Mr. HALDANE: The funds of the 
officers’ branch of this association are not 
supported by regimental subscriptions, 
and the War Office has no hand in their 
administration. 


*Mr. MORTON: But is the state- 


ment as to the widows and daughters of 
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officers who have risen from the ranks 
correct ? 


*Mr. HALDANE: I do not know. 
I am not responsible for the association, 
It is a private organisation. We do not 
contribute anything to it. 


The Duke of Connaught. 

Mr. MORTON: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for War if he will 
state in what capacity the Duke of 
Connaught is visiting the Scandinavian 
countries ; if he is doing so at the public 
expense ; and will he also say what are 
the duties of His Majesty's Inspector- 
General of the Forces, 


*Mr. HALDANE: His Royal High 
ness is visiting Sweden to be present at 
the christening of the grandson of the 
Crown Prince. I am informed that he is 
paying any personal expenses incurred 
while on board the Admiralty yacht. 
As regards the last part of the Question, 
my hon. friend will find the duties fully 
set forth in the Order in Council of 
10-8-1904, contained in Cd. 2252 of 
1904. 


Meat Rations at Ballykinlar Camp. 

CarTAIN CRAIG (Down, E.): I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether, in accordance with a War Ofttice 
order, tinned beet is to be issued as a 
ration to the Militia brigade at Ballykin- 
lar Camp, county Down, on Friday the 


| 22nd instant; and whether, in view of 


the recent revelations concerning the 
canning of meat, he will give instructions 
that fresh Irish beef or mutton be sup- 
plied to those troops in lieu of the ration 
mentioned, 


*Mr. HALDANE: Issues of meat, 
whether fresh or preserved, to the Militia 
Brigade at Ballykinler Camp are arranged 
locally, and not by the War Oftice. 
Orders have, however, been given by the 
War Office to suspend issues of American 
brands of preserved meat in Ireland 
until the report has been received from 
the officer sent to America to investigate. 


Treatment of Zulu Rebels. 
Mr. JOWETT (Bradford, W.): I beg 
to ask the Under-Secretary of State for 


| the Colonies whether he has any official 


information showing that native rebels in 
Natal who have surrendered or been 
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taken prisoners have been sent to work 
in the Kimberley mines ; and, if so, if he 
proposes to make any representations to 
the Natal Government on the matter. 


THE UNDER-SECRETARY or STATE 
ror THE COLONIES (Mr. CHURCHILL, 
Manchester, N.W.): I would refer the hon. 
Member to the reply which I gave yester- 
day to a similar Question by the Member 
for North Salford. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 
S.): Is it not the fact that some of these 
political prisoners have been sent to 
Kimberley, and is it not the practice that 
all convicts sent to Kimberley are worked 
in the diamond mines for the benefit of 
the proprietors ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: In answer to my 
hon. friend, I can only say that I have no 
reason to believe that any Natal insurgents 
have been or are likely to be employed in 
the Kimberley diamond mines; but the 
opinion which has been made clear in the 
House in the conversation which took 
place at Question time yesterday has been 
brought to the notice of the Secretary of 
State, and will be considered. I do not 
wish to make any further statement on 
the matter, but my hon. friend may be 
perfectly sure that it will not be over- 
looked. 


Mr. BYLES (Salford, N.) : How soon 
may we again put a ‘Question on the 
subject of the employment of these men 
in the Kimberley mines ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Tuesday or Wed- 


nesday next week. 


Chinese Crime in South Africa. 


Mr. J. WARD (Stoke-on-Trent) : I beg 
to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies whether his attention 
has been called to the fact that, in 
the week ending 17th June, the following 
list of crimes and results of crimes com- 
mitted by Chinese were recorded, viz., 
two hanged for murder, two tried for 
keeping a disorderly house in which white 
women resided, one shot dead while 
attempting to break into a house in the 
Heidelburg district, robbery of a house 
in Rossetenville, a suburb of Johannes- 
burg, where the owner and his wife were 
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maltreated and threatened ; and what 
action, if any, he proposes to take to 
prevent such occurrences. 


(Juestions. 


Mr. CHURCHILL : I have read these 
statements in the Press, and am making 
inquiry by telegraph. 


The Repatriation Proclamation. 

Mr. CATHCART WASON (Orkney 
and Shetland): I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether, in view of the fact that the 
Imperial Government is _ responsible 
for all charges in connection with pay- 
ment of expenses to China of any Chinese 
coolies imported under the Ordinance 
who are dissatisfied with their engage- 
ment, and the confusion which has arisen 
between the instructions given by the 
Government and the Chinese translation 
thereof, the Government will issue a 
proclamation in plain English of their 
intentions, and instruct the authorities on 
the spot to publish the same in the mines, 
and the translation thereof in Chinese ; 
and also lay the proclamation and Chinese 
translation upon the Table of the House. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: As I told the 
hon. Member for Bath yesterday,{ this 
matter is the subject of inquiry and 
consideration, 


Mr. CATHCART WASON: Is the 
hon. Gentleman going to give us a copy 
of this proclamation ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I shall be very 
glad to send the hon. Gentleman one for 
his information. 


Mr. CATHCART WASON: I want 


to see the Papers on the Table. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I think the pro- 
clamation as it was read out by me to the 
House is to be found in //ansurd.s As to 
the version posted in the mines, we 
have consulted a distiriguished Chinese 
scholar, and we shall be able to compare 
the one with the other in two or three 
days. 


Mr. CATHCART WASON : Is it not 
the intention of the Government to issue 
another proclamation on this subject ? 
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Mr. CHURCHILL : 


which cannot be taken 


That is a decision 
until the two 


versions have been examined = and 
compared. 
Mr. J. WARD: Does not the hon. 


Gentleman think it would be advisable to 
draw up a proclamation in English with 
all the promises and pledges of the 
Government on this subject, and then 
have it translated into Chinese ? 


Mr. BLAKE (Longford, 8.) : And will 
the House have an opportunity of dis- 
cussing this proclamation again / 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The matter is 
under consideration at this moment, but 
before we are able to announce any 
decision to the House we must have an 
opportunity of seeing whether any altera- 
tions or additions were made in the 
process of translating from English into 
Chinese. If that should be established, 
I recognise the fact that the question of 
the proclamation generally will come 
once again into the area of consideration. 


Mr. BOTTOMLEY (Hackney, S.) : 
May I ask the hon. Gentleman who was 
the Chinese authority who translated this 
proclamation, and whether the hon. 
Gentleman is aware that the Secretary to 
the Chinese Legation says that he is 
unable to find any competent authority 
to translate into Chinese the version of 
the proclamation which the hon. Gentle- 
man read to this House. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I cannot give the 
name of the Chinese authority who trans- 
lated the proclamation, because I do not 
know it; but if the hon. Member will 
ask a Question next week, I hope to be 
able to give him an Answer; | cannot 
believe it is beyond the power of the 
Government to get a Chinese translation. 


Swadeshi Movement in Bengal. 

Sir H. COTTON (Nottingham, E.) : I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for India 
whether his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that the order of the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Eastern Bengal and Assam, 
directing the readmission of students in 
that province who had been expelled from 
school, is limited in its operation to the 


Dacca and Rungpore districts ; to the fact 


that four students of the Chanchal Sides- 
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of Maldah, were lately expelled for having 
taken part in a Swadeshi movement, and 
that their names, together with the names 
of their fathers, guardians, and of the 
places of their residence were officially 
forwarded to all headmasters of Govern- 
ment and aided and unaided schools in 
the province, with a view to prevent the 
admission of the boys into any other 
school; and whether he will issue in- 
structions that the orders for the readmis- 
sion of students who have been expelled 
on so-called political considerations shall 
be extended to these Maldah boys, and he 
made general in their application to the 
whole province. 


THE SECRETARY or STATE ror 
INDIA (Mr. Jonn Mor.ey, Montrose 
Burghs) : I am not aware of all the facts 
mentioned in the Question, but I will 
make immediate inquiry on the subject. 


Massacres of Jews in Russia. 


Mr. THORNE (West Ham, 8.) : I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether his attention has been 
called to the unchecked massacre of Jews 
at Biolostoc now going on; whether he 
has observed the execution by hanging of 
children of tender age by the Russian 
Government at Riga; whether he has 
been informed of the systematic per- 


-secution of innocent people at Moscow, 


Kieff, Warsaw, and other large towns ; 
and whether, seeing that this country 
broke off diplomatic relations with Servia, 
and constantly remonstrates with Turkey 
for less serious outrages, he will consider 
whether the time has come that Great 
Britain should protest formally against 
the continuance of such practices by the 
Russian Government, and break off diplo- 
matic relations until they are put an end 
to. 


THE SECRETARY or STATE ror 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Sir Epwarp 
Grey, Northumberland, Berwick): The 
Answer is in the negative. 


Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD (Lei- 
cester): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether his 
attention has been drawn to the outbreak 
of Jewish massacres in Western Russia 
in which the Russian authorities are impli- 
cated ; and whether, in consequence, he 


wari higher English school, in the district! will reconsider the propriety of sending 
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British warships at the present moment 
on a friendly official visit to Russian 
Baltic ports. 


Sm EDWARD GREY: I cannot add 
anything to the Answer I gave the other 
day to ‘the hon. Member for Merthyr 
Tydvil.+ 


Attack on British Officers in Egypt. 

Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.): 1 beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether he is now in a position | 
to give any further information as to the 
attack on British officers in Egypt ; 
whether the officers were in uniform or 
in the execution of any military duty 
when the affray took place ; whether he 
can give the text of that portion of the 
Khedivial decree under which the accused 
are to be sent for trial before the special 
tribunal; who decides in such cases 
whether accused are to be tried before 
the special tribunal or the ordinary 
courts; and what provisien has been 
made for the defence of the prisoners. 


Sm EDWARD GREY: The officers 
were in uniform when the affray took | 
place. The text of the sixth Article of 
the Khedivial decree (translated from the 
French) is as follows :—‘“ All crimes and 
misdemeanours committed by natives 
against soldiers or officers of the British | 
Army shall continue, in principle, to be. 
tried by the native tribunals. They 
shall only be dealt with by the special 
tribunal in special cases when the Agent | 
and Consul of Great Britain shall, at the 
request of the General Commanding the 
army of occupation, and in agreement 
with him, so demand of the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs.” Article 4 of the decree 
gives the accused the right to have an 
advocate 


| 1867 


Tax Assessment and Collection. | 
Mr. SEARS (Cheltenham): I beg to 
ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer if 
his attention has been drawn to the fol- 
lowing Reports of the Board of Inland 
Revenue, in each of which they condemn 
the system of assessing and collecting 
taxes by means of parochial officers : ond | 
Report, 1858, pages 24 and 25; 4th | 
Report, 1860, page 23; 5th Report, 
1861, page 19; 6th Report, 1862, pages 
18 and 19 ; ‘8th Report, 1864, page 21; 
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and 12th Report, 1869, page 29; if he is 
aware that a Bill was introduced at the 
instance of the. Board in 1863, and that 
at page 21 of their 8th Report in 1864 
they expressed their regret that it was 
not passed, and stated that by the 
employment of Government instead of 


| parochial officers they hoped to effect a 


saving of probably not less than £50,000 
a year, besides relieving the taxpayer of 
the responsibility to make good the 
defaleations of parochial collectors ; and 
what steps he proposes to take to give 
effect to the opinions expressed in favour 
of reform. 


THe CHANCELLOR or THE EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr. Asquiru, Fifeshire, E.) : 
No steps are contemplated for giving effect 
to the opinions referred to, of which the 
most recent appears to have been ex- 
pressed nearly torty years ago, and which 
have no application to the existing state 
of things. 


Mr SEARS: I beg to ask Mr. Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer if he will say 
what was the effect of the transfer of 
certain duties in 1867 from assessment 
and collection by parochial officers to 
Government officers; whether he is 
aware that the number of dog licences 
issued increased in ten months from 
445,000 to 828,000 (11th Report, Board 
of Inland Revenue, 1867, p. 14), and in 


_ten years to 1,362,000 (21st Report, 


1877, p. 21); and is he aware that in- 
creased revenue would follow the trans- 
fer of further duties to Government 
officials from the more accurate assess- 
ment and prompt collection of taxes still 
in the hands of parochial officers. 


Mr. ASQUITH: The transfer of 
duties connected with dog licences in 
was a transfer from one set of 
Government officials to another, and not 
from parochial officers to Government 
ofticers. These is no reason to suppose 
that increased revenue would result from 
a change in the present system of collec- 
tion of taxes. 


Mr. SEARS: I beg to ask Mr. Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer if he is aware 
that the cost of the services of clerks to 
the locul tax commissioners and of 
parochial assessors and collectors of taxes, 
which twenty years ago was £295,000 a 
and whether he 
N 
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will take steps to inquire into this ex- | 
penditure, and to ascertain the annual 
saving in public expense in employing 
Government officers that may be effected, 
seeing that it was estimated by the Board 
of Inland Revenue in their 8th Report, 
1864, page 21, that a saving of £50,000 
a year would have resulted from such a 
change. 


(Questions. 


Mr. ASQUITH: The present Board 
of Inland Revenue are not in a 
position to question the opinions formed 
and expressed by their predecessors 
in 1864 in respect of the changes which 
at that time were under considera- 
tion. But, in the circumstances of the 
present day, the Board are strongly of 
opinion: (a) that so long as the assess- 
ment of income-tax is entrusted to bodies 
of unpaid Commissioners, it is essential 
that these Commissioners should be pro- 
vided with the services of competent 
clerks, who can advise them in regard 
to the law of income-tax ; (b) that the 
remuneration at present paid to such 
clerks is not excessive ; and (c) that no 
economy would result from substituting 
official for parochial collectors of taxes. 


Ejectment Orders. 

Mr. O'GRADY (Leeds, E.): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department whether, in view of the 
varying decisions given by the stipendiary 
magistrates and bench of justices in the 
London area respecting ejectment orders 
against householders, lodgers, and tene- 
ment occupiers, he will issue an order 
that in future the uniform time of 
twenty-one days shall be adopted in 
these matters. 


THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. 
GLADSTONE, Leeds, W.) : I understand | 
there is a difference of opinion on this | 
question, which leads to a difference of 
practice, but which could be settled only 
by a judicial decision. I have no power 
to settle it, nor to issue any order on the | 
subject. 


*Mr. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal Green, 
S.W.): Will the right hon. Gentleman 
instruct the metropolitan police that in 
carrying out these orders, they must 
not deposit the goods in the street, and 
so break one law in executing another ? 
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Mr. GLADSTONE: I do not think 
I have any power on this subject. 


Questions. 


Metropolitan Police Holidays. 

Mr. SEAVERNS (Lambeth, Brixton) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether there is now a 
balance from the Police Rate of £700,000 
in the hands of the Commissioner of 
Police ; and whether this balance and the 
improved financial position resulting from 
the recent quinquennial assessment will 
receive his attention in his consideration 
of the possibility of granting to the 
members of the Metropolitan Police 
Force one day’s rest in seven. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I agree that it is 
essential to consider the financial position 
of the Metropolitan Police Fund in con- 
nection with the subject mentioned in the 
question, but the result of that considera- 
tion is unfortunately not what the hon. 
Member desires. On March 31st last, when 
the half-yearly receipts from the parishes 
had just come in there was a net balance of 
£509,000 to credit of the Metropolitan 
Police and Police Pension Funds; but 
the balance in hand had fallen on Monday 
last to £152,921 ; and this amount, 
together with any receipts which may 
become available in the interval, is in- 
sufficient to meet the expense of the 
Metropolitan Police Service for the next 
eight weeks, that is, until August 10th, 
when the next Rate Warrants become 
payable. It will be necessary during 
this period to borrow temporarily from 
the Bank of England. Further, the 
increased income of the fund for the 
current financial year resulting from the 
growth of the assessable value of the 
Metropolitan Police District, is estimated 
at £55,600 while the increased charge 
for the pay of the force resulting from 
the much needed augmentations which 
have been recently sanctioned amounts to 
£56,000. 


Alien Immigrants. 

Mr. FELL (Great Yarmouth): I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether, seeing that 
it is impossible to deport aliens in some 
cases where orders have been made for 
their expulsion, owing to the difficulty in 
establishing their nationality, he will 
consider the advisability of making want 
of nationality a ground for refusing their 
admission to this country. 
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Mr. GLADSTONE: I am not pre- 
pared to propose the amendment of the 
Aliens Act, which would be necessary to 
carry out this suggestion. 


Workshops as Sleeping Apartments. 


ham, Barnard Castle): I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 


ment whether he has any official informa- | 


tion showing that the number of domestic 
workshops in the clothing trade used as 
sleeping apartments is increasing ; and, if 
so, whether he will consider the advis- 
ability of using the powers conferred by 
Section 3 of the Factory Act, 1901, for 
the purpose of substantially increasing 
the cubic space required in such places. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I am afraid I 
have no official information on _ this 
subject, nor should I have any power to 
deal with the matter under Sub-section 
3 of Section 3 of the Factory Act, 
as domestic workshops are expressly 
excluded frem the operation of that 
provision. I may point out, however, 
that any house or part of a house so 
overcrowded as to be injurious to the 
health of the inmates constitutes a nuis- 
ance under the Public Health Act, with 
which the local authority have full power 
to deal. 


Aliens in the East End of London. 

Mr. FELL: I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department 
whether, now the Aliens Act has been 
in operation for nearly six months, he 
proposes to again revise the regulations 
framed under it, and make them more 
effective for the purpose of excluding 
more of those who compete with the 
workers in the East End of London, and 
to benefit such aliens as may still be 
allowed to come in. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I cannot say 
more than that I shall continue to watch 
carefully the working of the Aliens Act. 


Women’s Suffrage Disturbance. 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE(Merthyr Tydvil): | ance. 


I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 


the Home Department whether his atten- | 


tion has been called to the proceedings at 
Marylebone Police Court this morning, 
when Miss Theresa Billington was fined 
£10, or two months, on a charge of 
assaulting the police ; whether the alleged 
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assault was only committed this morning, 


and, as a consequence, the accused was 


unable to make provision for being 


legally represented ; whether the sentence 
|is not extreme; and whether he will 
| stay the sentence till he has made an in- 


Mr. ARTHUR HENDERSON (Dur- | 


quiry, in consideration of all the circum- 
stances involved. 


Mr. TREVELYAN (Yorkshire, W.R., 
Elland) : On the same subject, may I ask 
whether my right hon. friend is aware 
that up to as late as this morning the 
Metropolitan Police had been unable to 
deal with the riotous behaviour of certain 
women in Cavendish Square ; whether he 
is aware that this method of trying to 
promote the cause of women’s suffrage 
meets with the deepest and most out- 
spoken disapproval of the mass of the 
advocates of that reform, both women 
and men; and whether he is satisfied 
that the measures now taken by the 
Metropolitan Police are sutticient to pre- 
serve order ? 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE: I desire to ask 
whether it is in order for an hon. Member 
to bring a charge of riotous proceedings 
against persons who are not present to 
defend themselves. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: I did not catch the 
hon. Member's first Question ; the second 
seemed to be out of order, and the third 
seemed to be in order. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: In answer to the 
hon. Member for Merthyr Tydvil, I re- 
ceived his letter only five minutes ago, 
and I have therefore no information to 
enable me to answer his Question. | 
therefore suggest that he should put it 
down for Monday. In regard to the 
Question of my hon. friend, my attention 
has been called to the circumstances of 
this case. I am not quite sure how much 
of the Question is in order. All I can do 
now is to say that | am informed that 
the police did take proceedings this morn- 


|ing against certain women, and I trust 


there will be no renewal of the disturb- 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE: In view of the 


|fact that this lady has been sent to 


prison, will not the right hon. Gentleman 
cause inquiries to be made, so as to be 
able to reply to a Question which I shall 


| put to him to-night on the Motion for the 
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Adjournment? The matter is one of 
urgency. Does not the right hon. 
Gentleman consider two months’ im- 
prisonment a most excessive sentence for 
such a trivial offence ? 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I have no power 
at all to interfere with any judicial 
decision, except when I am of opinion 
that the prerogative of mercy should be 
used. I cannot interfere as the hon. 
Member suggests, and I can hold out no 
hope that I shall be able to answer the 
hon. Member’s Question on the Adjourn- 
ment. 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE: Inasmuch as the 
alleged offence took place at ten o’clock 
this morning, and the trial between eleven 
and twelve, so that the accused person 
had no opportunity of preparing a de- 
fence, will the right hon. Gentleman say 
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whether such precedure is customary in 
the police courts ! 


Mr. GLADSTONE: It is customary in | 
cases brought before the London police- 
courts summarily, where the magistrate | 
considers they ought to be dealt with 
summarily. 


Scathwaite Waterworks Accident. | 
Mr. J. WARD: I beg to ask the | 
President of the Board of Trade whether | 
his attention has been called to an acci- | 
dent at the new waterworks, Scathwaite | 
Tarn, near Barrow, on May 21st from | 
an explosion, killing two workmen and | 
seriously injuring three others ; whether | 
his Department were officially represented | 
at the inquest ; and, if so, what Report, | 
if any, has been received upon the sub- 
ject; and whether, in view of the 
frequency of these explosions upon public 
works and the injury caused by them, 
he will consider the advisability of fram- 
ing legislation to regulate the use of ex- 
plosives upon such works. | 
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portion of a previous charge, a not un- 
common cause of accident, attributable, 
I am sorry to say, in many cases to 
personal carelessness. The use of ex- 
plosives in mines and quarries is already 
regulated. The question of extending 
protective provisions to railway workings 
and other unregulated places shall receive 
my consideration. 


Patent Specifications. 


Mr. J. D. WHITE (Dumbarton. 
shire): I beg to ask the President of the 
Board of Trade whether his attention 
has been called to the statement made on 
page 8 of the Annual Report of the 
Patent Office for 1905 that, by consulting 
the abridgments of British patent 
specifications, an inventor is now enabled 
to make a complete fireside search for all 
inventions prior to 1901 which might 
invalidate his own ; and whether he will 
consider the advisability of qualifying 
this statement, in view of the fact that 


'such invalidating may result from an- 


ticipation in any of the foreign specifica- 


| tions to which the public has access at 


the Patent Office Library as well as in 
many other ways which are outside the 


| scope of the abridgments. 


THE PRESIDENT or THE BOARD 
oF TRADE (Mr. Lioyp-GrorGe, Car- 
narvon Boroughs): The inventions dealt 
with in the part of the Report in which 
the passage in question occurs are in- 
ventions patented in this country, and I 
think that any one reading the passage 
together with its context would under- 
stand it to refer solely to inventions pro- 
tected by British patents. Read in this 
sense, the passage is correct as it stands. 


Indian Mail Service. 

Mr. LAIDLAW (Renfrewshire, E.): I 
beg to ask the Postmaster-General if, in 
view of the fact that under present 
arrangements, delays frequently take 


| place in the arrival of the Indian mails in 
| this country, through much time being 
| lost between Port Said and Brindisi, he 
friend. The accident referred to was | will in the next contract, whilst imposing 
reported to the Inspector of Mines and | a penalty for delay beyond contract time, 
the inquest was attended by the assist- | offer a reward for earlier delivery, so that 
ant inspector. I have received a Report | it may be to the interest of the steamship 
from H.M. Inspector of Explosives from | company to make good time rather than 
which it appears that the explosion was to slow down in order to save coal; and 
caused by boring into an unexplored also whether he will in the new contract 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I beg to answer 
this question on behalf of my right hon. 
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of next year stipulate for an accelerated 
mail service between Bombay and Brin- 
disi so as to give delivery in London early 
on Friday, in order that urgent corres- 
pondence may be answered on the same 


day. 


THe POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Mr. 
SypNEY Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Pop- 
far): I do not think it would be advisable 
to offer premiums for arrivals in advance 
of the time fixed by the mail contract, 
since it is more important to obtain a 
regular service at a high rate of speed 
than to encourage special rapidity on 
particular voyages, with resulting irregu- 
Jarity in the time of arrival. Future 
arrangements for the Indian Mail service 
will depend to a large extent on the 
replies to the invitations to tender issued 
not long ago ; and I am not now prepared 
to commit myself in any way as to the 
duration of the transit. 


Register of Teachers. 

Siz WILLIAM ANSON (Oxford Uni- 
versity): I beg to ask the President of 
Education what is the total number of 
names now entered on Column B. of the 


of the Register of Teachers; and how | 
many of these have been entered since 


September 30th, 1905. 


THE PARLIAMENTARY 
TARY to tHe BOARD or EDU- 
CATION (Mr. Louau, Islington, W.) : 
The total number of names regis- 
tered in Column B. up to to-day is :— 
Under the permanent clauses of the 


Regulations 264; under the temporary | 
Total | 


clauses of the Regulations, 11,028 ; 
11,292. Of these the number registered 


since September 30th is:—Under the | 


permanent clauses of the Regulations, 59 ; 
under the temporary clauses of the Regu- 
Jations, 1,244 ; Total 1,303. 


Women on Education Authorities. 


*Mr. LEIF JONES (Westmoreland, 
Appleby) : I beg to ask the President of 
the Board of Education 
proposes to introduce into the Education 
Bill Amendments which shall restore to 
women the right t» be elected on educa- 
tion authorities, of which they were 
deprived by the E lucation Act of 1902. 


Mr. LOUGH: The Board of Education 
are in full sympathy with the hon. 
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Member in desiring to see women given 
a responsible position in the direction of 
public education. Their exclusion from 
the present local education authorities 
| (except as possibly co-opted members on 
| their education committees) is one of the 
| results of the last Government’s educa- 
| tional legislation which is, I believe, very 
|widely deplored. But it is one which 
| cannot be remedied in an Education Bill, 
'since the remedy is only to be achieved 
by a fundamental alteration of all our 
long-standing and numerous Local 
Government laws. This is a matter 


| which is not within the province of the 


Board of Education. 


*Mr. LEIF JONES: Will the hon. 
Gentleman consider the desirability of 
establishing directly elected ad — hoe 
authorities on which women would be 
| eligible for election on the same terms 
'and by the same electors as men ? 





Mr. LOUGH: That would require a 
great alteration in the present arrange- 
/ments, 


Wages on Government Contracts. 


Mr. O'GRADY: I beg to ask the 
' First Commissioner of Works whether 
| representations have been made to him 
respecting the conditions of employment 
in the wood working department of 
Messrs. Waygood and Company, London, 
contractors to His Majesty’s Government, 
and who have recently erected lifts for 
| the new War Office and other Government 
buildings; whether the representations 
prove that such conditions preclude 
members of the cabinet makers and 
joiners’ trade unions from accepting em- 
ployment from the firm in question ; and, 
if so, what action he intends taking in 
‘the matter ? 


| Tor FIRST COMMISSIONER or 

WORKS (Mr. Harcourt, Lancashire, 
Rossendale): The facts referred to 
by the hon. Member have been brought 
to my notice. I have made an 
opportunity of bringing the representa- 
tives of the firm and the trade union 
together in conference. I have made 
representations to Messrs. Waygood 
which I hope may produce a solution of 
the difficulties which I trust will be of 
| advantage to all those concerned. 
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Questions, 
The Ventilation of the House. 
During Questions, 
Mr. DILLON (Mayo, FE.) said he did 


not know whether the First Commis- 
sioner of Works was aware of the pre- 


sence of sewer gas in the House. The 
same thing occurred yesterday. The air 


was in a poisonous state. Could nothing 
he done to purify it? He helieved that 
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| they were ignorant of the fact that the 

lunatic Paton was in correspondence with 
| Captain Angus, Mr. Mitchell, and other 
| prominent Greenock citizens, whether he 
| will inquire into the neglect on the part 
|of the asylum authorities in allowing 
' dangerous lunatics to correspond with the 
outside world without the censorship, 
| supervision, or even knowledge of the: 
| asylum officials. 





on @ previous occasion, when the same | 


thing occurred, a short adjournment was 
moved and carried for the purpose of 
purifying the atmosphere. 


Mr. HARCOURT : I can tell the hon. | 


Member what has happened. Steam 
tugs sometimes pass near the Terrace, 
where the intake of air is, and it 
occasionally happens that a barge laden 
with manure passes, and the impure air 


is taken in. I hope that in a few minutes | 


the trouble will be removed. 


Mr. DILLON later asked the First 
Commissioner of Works if he could now 
make a statement with regard to the 
unpleasant incident in connection with 
ventilation to which his attention had 
been drawn. 


Mr. HARCOURT: Yes, sir. 


able to trace the offender. It was a 
barge of gas liquor being taken down 
the river for the disposal of the contents 
in the sea. The same barge passed 
down at the same time yesterday, and 
gave rise to a similar complaint. I will 
endeavour to make arrangements with 


the gas company to adopt some other | 


hour. 


Morningside Asylum. 

Mr. STEWART (Greenock): I beg 
to ask the Secretary for Scotland 
whether he will now make further in- 
quiry into the circumstances attending 
the escape and recapture of the lunatic 
Patan, and his attack on 
Mitchell, at Greenock, on May 18th, 


in view of the unsatisfactory statements | 


of the Morningside Asylum authorities, 
which traverse the explicit declarations 
of Superintendent Christie, Sergeant 
Cunningham, and Constables M‘Aulay 


and Cameron, of the Greenock police, to | 


the effect that, on his arrest, Patan was 


wearing institution clothing ; and if, as | 


stated by theMorningside Asylum officials, 


I went | 
down to the Terrace at once, and was | 


Ex- Bailie | 


THE SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Mr. Srnc.atr, Forfarshire) : I have made 
further inquiries, and am informed that 
Paton was wearing institution clothing 
when he escaped and when he was 
brought back. No letters from him to 
Captain Angus, Mr. Mitchell, or other 
Greenock citizens were seen by any 
asylum official or known to have been 
sent from the asylum. It is quite im- 
possible to prevent patients who are so 
far sensible and acute in mind from 
getting letters posted in’ a modern 
asylum. About 300 visitors come every 
week to see their relatives, and so letters 
are frequently sent out without the 
knowledge of the authorities. Paton 
was not put in admission papers as a 





“dangerous lunatic,” and had never 
| assulted anyone attheasylum. Recently 


he was a good deal better mentally in 
some respects. 


Mr. STEWART: Will the right 
hon. Gentleman censure the authorities 
of the asylum for having put him in 
possession of information which was 
contrary to the facts ? 


Mr. SINCLAIR: I will compare the 
two Answers, and if there is ground for 
censure, there shall be censure. I think, 
however, there was a misunderstanding, 
about the description of the clothing. I 
‘shall be glad to confer with the hon. 
Member. 


Scottish Teachers’ Pensions. 

Mr. CROMBIE (Kincardineshire) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary for Scotland 
whether, pending the Amendment of the 
Teachers Superannuation Act, he will allo- 
|cate a part of the money which falls to 
the Scottish Education Department as the 
equivalent of grants made to England, to 
| supplement the pensions of those teachers 
who have been retired since the intro- 


' duction of the Superannuation Act. 
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Mr. SINCLAIR: In view of the fact 
that in the Teachers Superannuation Act, 
Parliament has seen fit to prescribe 
specifically the conditions and amounts 
of pensions to teachers, it would not be 
proper to apply public monies to this 
purpose except in terms of the Act deal- 
ing with the subject. 


In reply to Mr. Cathcart Wason, 


Mr. SINCLAIR said the Department 
in this matter were acting on precedent. 
There was no real method of dealing 
with it except by legislation. 

Mr. CATHCART WASON: = That is 


exactly what we are asking for. 


Irish Land Purchase—Judicial 
greements. 

Mr. GINNELL (Westmeath, N.) had 
given notice of the following (Question, 
the answering of which was postponed : I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he is aware 
that some landlords are, for the purpose 
of obtaining public money under the 
Land Act of 1903, by means of agree- 
ments called judicial, but never approved 
by any Court, eluding inspection and 
selling within the zones of that Act hold- 
ings to which the Land Acts, used legiti- 
mately, do not apply ; and, seeing that 
embarrassed tenants will not voluntarily 
expose this practice, will the [states 
Commissioners ascertain the date of such 
an agreement in every case, disallow all 
signed since 1902, and have the holdings 
inspected as non-judicial. 


Mr. KILBRIDE (Kildare, 8): When 
inspectors inspect these estates, is their 
attention directed to the necessity of 
ascertaining whether or not the tenants 
are in arrear with their rents, and whether 
they are free agents, or acting under 
duress } 


Mr. BRYCE: If the hon. Member will 
look at the rules he will see what the in- 
structions are on this point. 


Barrow (Fenit) Tenants Grievances. 

Mr. THOMAS O'DONNELL (Kerry, 
W.): I beg to ask the Chief Secr. tary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
he is aware that injury is done at Bar 
row, Fenit, to the houses and lands of 
purchased tenants by drifting sand; 


{21 JUNE 1906} 


Questions. 374 


whether, if nothing can be done to pro- 
tect these tenants, they will still be com- 
pelled to pay the annuities for their 
holdings, which are considerably reduced 
in value; and whether another inde- 
pendent engineer will be sent to report on 
the matter. 


Mr. BRYCE: It appears to be the 
fact that a certain amount of injury has 
been caused by drifting sand to the hold- 
ings of two or three tenants at Barrow 
who have purchased under the Land Acts, 
but, as I informed the hon. Member on 
Thursday last,+ there are no funds at the 
disposal of the Government which could 
properly be applied to abating the evil. 
The case appears to be one in which the 
tenant purchasers themselves should en- 
deavour to devise a remedy. I have no 
objection, however, to ask the Board of 
Works if they could have the place ex- 
amined by their engineer, with the object 
of assisting the tenants with advice, but 
it should be clearly understood that no 
other assistance may be counted upon. 
The Land Commission consider that they 
are legally bound to continue collecting 
the annuities. 


Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL: As a 
considerable area of land has been covered 
by sand, cannot some reduction be made 
in the annuity ! 


Mr. BRYCE: That is a question for 
the Land Commissioners to determine. I 
do not think much jand is covered by 
sand. 


Loans for Artisans’ Dwellings. 


Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL: I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that urban authorities who want to 
borrow money for the building of aritsans’ 
dwellings have to pay interest at the rate 
of + per cent. for forty years, and 4} for 
fifty years, exclusive of sinking fund, 
with the result that it is impossible for 
urban authorities in Ireland, without 
overburdening the rates, to effect any 
large improvement in the housing accom- 
modation for the artisan and working 
classes ; and whether, seeing that while 
land has been relieved of a portion of its 
local taxation under the Act of 1898, the 
whole of the landlords’ share, no relief 
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has been given in towns, and in view of 
the rates paid in Irish towns, the need 
for better and cheaper housing accom- 
modation, steps will be taken to enable 
urban authorities to borrow money for 
housing at the same rate as it is proposed 
to be loaned for the building — of 
agricultural labourers’ cottages. 


Questions, 


Mr. BRYCE: [understand that the 
rates now charged for loans to local 
bodies are such as are necessary to keep 
the local Loans Fund self-supporting, and 
these rates have not been found so high 
as to deter local bodies from embarking 
on extensive schemes for new artisans’ 
dwellings. I am informed that the 
Board of Works are still making loans for 
the purpose both to local authorities and 
private companies, and although the 
Board impose a limit on the rents which 
may be charged for the houses, they are 
aware that the schemes promoted by the 
latter class have proved remunerative. I 
have already indicated that it is the 
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Untenanted Lands. 


Mr. GINNELL: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland to state by whom is the 
material for the Return of Untenanted 
Land being collected ; what precautions 
are takxn to make the Return full and 
accurate, and especially to verify an 
|owner’s assertion that any particular 
/land is demesne or is tenanted, when 
| prima facie it is neither ; and can he now 
‘fix the date at which the Return will 
| be ready, 





| Mr. BRYCE: The Return in question 
|is being prepared by the Commissioner 
of Valuation from the valuation lists for 
the present year, in which the area and 
valuation of every agricultural holding in 
Ireland is set out. The Commissioner 
informs me that every care is being 
taken to make the return accurate and 
| complete, and he anticipates that it will 
| be finished by the end of the present 
| month. 


intention of the Government at a con- | 


venient opportunity to consider whether 
any Amendments of the law relating to 
the housing of the working classes in the 
towns of Ireland may be necessary. I 


cannot at present, as | have already told | 


other hon. Members, make any more 


definite statement on the subject. 


Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL: Would 
it not be possible by a Departmental 
arrangement to reduce the rate of interest 
to 3 per cent. 


Mr. BRYCE: I could not answer that 


Question without first communicating 
with the Board of Works and_ the 
Treasury. 


Agricultural and Technical Schemes. 

Mr. GINNELL: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland will the Return of Local 
Contributions to Agricultural and Tech- 
nical Schemes be available for hon. 
Members Lefore the Vote is taken for 


the Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction. 
Mr. BRYCE: The distribution of 


copies of the Return in question is not 
a matter for which I am_ responsible, 
but I have ascertained from the iepart- 
ment concerned that copies will be 
distributed in the course of the day. 


| Tinned Meats in Irich Public Institutions. 
| Mr. HALPIN (Clare, W.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether, consider- 
| ing the facts that have come to light re- 
| garding imported tinned meats, and the 
| danger attaching to the use of the same, 
he will give instructions to all the publie 
institutions under his control to discon- 
tinue the use of the said meats, which is 
one of the chief causes of the abnormal 
death rate from consumption in the 
British Isles and the spreading of diseases 
| unkniown before the establishment of the 
| foreign tinned-meat trade. 


| Mr. BRYCE: Without offering an 
opinion upon the point raised in the con- 
cluding part of the Question, I may in- 
form the hon. Member that tinned meats 
are not used in Irsh prisons. The 
management of district lunatic asylums is 
vested in committees of the county 
| councils, and I am informed that tinned 
meats do not appear in any of the fixed 
dietary scales of these institutions. As 
regards workhouses, the Local Govern- 
ment Board are of opinion that boards of 
| guardians in Ireland may sately be re- 
| lied upon to take proper precautions as 
| to the use of tinned meats, but, as a mat- 
| ter of fact, this class of food is not used to 
}any appreciable extent in Irish work- 
| houses. 
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Mr. HALPIN: May I ask the right 


hon. Gentleman that if tinned meats are 
to be used in the public institutions under 


his control he will give instructions to | 
tinned | 


have the pure unadulterated 
meats of Shaw and Denny, of Limerick, 
advertised for by these 
Then the poor inmates could be certain 
that no human flesh would be mixed up 
with their food. { Laughter. | 


Mr. BRYCE: I think I have informed 
the hon. Member that I did not think 
tinned meats were being used, at any rate 
to any extent, in the institutions to which 
he alludes, nor do I believe to any con- 


siderable extent in the institutions under | 


the local authorities. 


Drumtullagh National School. 

Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.): I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is aware that 
in 1905 a site was secured for a teachers’ 
residence in connection with Drumtullagh 
national school, county Antrim, that the 
manager of the school applied to the 
Board of Works for a loan to erect the 
residence, that the application was 
accepted on the conditions that the vest- 
ing order be deposited with the Board, 
which is impossible until the estate from 
which the site has been granted is sold ; 
and whether, in view of the fact that 
years may elapse before the estate will be 
sold, and that the Board of Works have 
accepted sureties for the loan, he will 
order it to be granted forthwith. 


Mr. BRYCE: This Question should be 
addressed to my hon, friend the Secretary 
to the Treasury, who answers for the 
Board of Works. 


Manchester Estate Evicted Tenant. 

Mr. SLOAN: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
[Ireland whether he is aware that Mr. 
Collen, who purchased by auction an 
evicted holding on the Manchester 
estate, on March 25th, 1904, communi- 


cated to the Estates Commissioners his | 


willingness to surrender the holding with 
the view of having the evicted tenant 
reinstated ; and whether, in view of the 


fact that eighteen months have elapsed | 
to | 
send their inspector to examine the | 


since the Commissioners promised 


farm, and that they have not yet done 
so, he can explain the cause of such delay. 
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| *Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners have been informed by Mr. 
Collen that he is willing that Samuel 
Bainey, the evicted tenant referred to, 
should be restored. Proceedings for the 
sale of the estate upon which the holding 
is situate are before the Commissioners, 
but the turn of the estate for inspection 
has not yet come. When the estate is 
being inspected, the Commissioners will 


have the holding inspected and_ re- 
ported on. 
Mr. SLOAN: Do I understand the 


right hon. Gentleman to say the time has 
not come for inspecting this particular 
estate 4 


*Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners are tremendously overworked, 
and they are obliged to take the estates 
in a certain order; if they departed 
from that it would be unfair to the other 
applicants. They will deal with this 
cise directly they can. 


Road Accommodation at Boyle. 

Mr. O'DOWD (Sligo, 8.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that the district of Chasefield, 
situate near Kilfree Junction, Boyle, 
forms a portion of the De Frene, county 
Sligo, estate, purchased some time ago 
by the Congested Districts Board, and 
that the poor inhabitants of this con- 
gested district are in a deplorable con- 
dition owing to want of road accommoda- 
tion; whether he is aware that the 
Board's engineer, Mr. Dodd, visited the 
place, and, seeing the urgeney of the 
‘ease, had a road opened and work 
started on August 4th, 1905, which work 
was, ten days after, abruptly abandoned 
and never since resumed, notwithstanding 
representations since made to the Board ; 
and, if so, will he state why the opera- 
tions were discontinued, and when work 
will be resumed on this road. 


*Mr. BRYCE: The Congested Districts 
Board were unable to proceed with the 
proposed read on the De Freyne estate 
m consequence of objection made by a 
tenant through whose holding the road 
was to pass. Whenthe estate becomes 
vested in the Board, they will have power 
to overrule the tenant’s objection and 
| proceed with the work. 
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Earl Fitzwilliam’s Tenants. 


Mr. JAMES O'CONNOR (Wicklow, 
W.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary 


to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
it is a fact that any and, if so, how many 
of the tenants who have signed agree- 
ments to purchase their holdings from 
Earl Fitzwilliam have been legally pro- 
ceeded against because of their failure | 
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to pay the interest due on the amount of | 


the purchase money ; and, if so, whether | 
the Estates Commissioners have made | 


any inquiry into the solvency of those | 
tenants and into their ability to pay the 
instalments when the sales to them are 
completed. 


*Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that out of 655 tenant 


purchasers on the estate referred to who | 


were liable to interest on the purchase 
money to November 
paid save four, against whom proceedings 
are pending. 


advances and into the means of the 
tenants in all cases which do not come 
within the zones, 


Mr. JAMES O'CONNOR: I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of JTreland if he ean state 


how many of the 1,055 tenants who have 


Ist last, all have | 


The Commissioners make | 
due inquiries into the security for the |: 


agreed to purchase their holdings from | 
Earl Fitzwilliam were first-term tenants, | 


how many were second term tenants, 
how many were non-judicial tenants, and 


how many of them were non-judicial 
tenants on January Ist, 1903; and 
whither any, and, if so, how many 


signed agreements out of court to become 


judicial tenants within twelve months | 


previous to the date upon which they 
sicned agreements to purchase, 


*Mnr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sicners inform me that of the 1,055 cases 
mentioned ]89 were cases in which 


judicial rents were fixed or agreed to | 


pricr to August, 1896, 
or agreed to since August, 1896, and 112 
wire cases of non-judicial rents. The 
Commissioners could not, without a 
detailed examination of the 1,055 agree- 
ments, state how many of the tenants 
were non-judicial on January Ist, 1903, or 
how many signed agreements out of 
court to become judicial tenants within 
twelve months previous to the dates 
upon which they signed agreements to 


754 were fixed | 
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purchase. Such an examination would 
involve a great amount of labour and 
much of the time of the staff to the delay 
of other current business, and the Com- 
missioners do not consider that any 
result commensurate with the labour 
involved would be attained. 


Massy Estate, Macroom. 


Mr. SHEEHAN (Cork County, Mid.) 

'IT beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether his 
_attention has been drawn to the circum- 
stances which exist on the Massy Estate, 
| | Macroom, and which have so far hindered 
'and hampered all efforts at negotiation 
for purchase on behalf of the tenants ; 
is he aware that Mr. W. H. H. Massy, 
who had a life interest in the estate, 

| parted with it under deed, dated January 
9th, 1899, to his brother, Mr. J. B. W. 

|Massy, and that he now receives an 
annual income from the latter of £550, 
to be increasea on the death of an annui- 

tant, and that there is a dispute between 
the brothers as to who should receive the 
bonus in the event of a sale taking place ; 
and will he state whether th’s is a case in 
which the Estates Commissioners could 
exercise their intervention under the 
recent regulations of the Lord-Lieutenant. 
with a view to arranging the difficulty 
which exists between the owners. 


*Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that they are nct aware 
of the matters alleged in the Question, 
nor have they been approached on behalf 
of the tenants of the estate referred to. 
It would appear from the Question that 
the difficulties in arranging a sale are 
caused by differences between the owners 
themselves,and not by differences between 
the owners and the tenants, and it dees 
not appear to the Commissioners that 


they can take any steps in the matter at 
present. 
Largydonnell Land Case 
Mr. DOLAN (Leitrim, N.): I beg 


to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the Estates 
Commissioners have yet reached a deci- 
sion regarding the holding of Patrick 
MecGlone, of Aghanlish, Largydonnell, 


county Leitrim, which they ‘compelled 
him to sell to them at a price which is 
384 years purchase of the rent fixed by 
‘the county court judge. 
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*Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that the reply is in the 
negative. They are considering the legal 
questions involved. They wish it to be 
added that the statement in the Question 
does not, in their view correctly describe 
the position. 


Labourers Acts Loans. 

Mr. FFRENCH (Wexford, 5.) : I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieuutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that the Wexford County Couneil at 
their last meeting passed a resolution sug- 
gesting that the rate of interest on existing 
loans should be revised, so that unions 
which loyally worked the Labourers’ Acts 
in the past would repay the instalments on 
these loans on the same terms as those pro- 
vided by the new Bill ; and whether he can 
hold out any hope that he will be ab'e to 
see his way to amend the Labourers’ Bill 


in the direction indicated in the 
Resolution. 
*Mr. BRYCE: I am afraid that it 


would not be possible to adopt the sug- 
gestion contained in the Resolution re- 
ferred to, but the matter is one for the 
Treasury rather than tor me, and if the 
hon. Member wishes to put any further 
questions on the subject, | think he had 
better address one of the Ministers 
representing that Department. 


Inspectors of Lunatics’ Reports. 

Mr. CLANCY (Dublin County, N.): 
[beg toask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland when the 
Report of the inspectors of lunatics will 
be laid upon the Table ; and whether he 
is aware that latterly such Reports have 
not been issued until after the rising of 
Parliament, so that there is no oppor- 
tunity of referring to them when the 
Estimates are under discussion. 


*Mr. BRYCE: The Inspectors of 
Lunatic Asylums inform me that they 
hope to present their Report in the course 
of the coming month. The delay which 
has occurred in preparing the Report in 
recent years has been due to the ditticulty 
of obtaining the necessary financial 
Returns from the various asylums. The 
inspectors have now made arrangements 
under which the financial Returns to be 
included in their annual Reports will 
relate to an earlier period than hereto- 
fore, and they anticipate that they will 
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be able to present their Reports without 
delay in future. 


Questions. 


Killavailen (Cork) Schoolhouse. 

*Mr. WILLIAM ABRAHAM (Cork 
County, N.E.): I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
land if he will explain the cause of delay, 
on the part of the Commissioners of 
National Education, Ireland, in taking 
into consideration applications for build- 
ing grants for the erection of school- 
houses, having regard to the fact that 
many old schoolhouses are in a dilapidated 
condition, and have boen condemned by 
the inspectors of the hoard ; whether his 
attention has been called to the condition 
of the schoolhouse at Killavallen, county 
Cork, concerning which an_ inspector 
reported to the Board of National Educa- 
tion, six years ago, that the building was. 
positively dangerous, and to the fact that 
although the manager, at the urgent 
request of the Board, has provided a site: 
for a double schoolhouse, and made am 
application in due course for a building 
grant, he has been recently informed that 
the Beard are not in a position to further: 
consider his application; and whether, 
seeing that the state of this schoolhouse 
is such that it will require to be closed on 
the approach of winter, he will represent 
to the Board of National Education the 
necessity of making a grant in this case 
so that a new schoolhouse may be pro- 
vided without further delay. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Commissioners of 
National Education inform me that they 
are aware of the unsatisfactory condition 
of the Killavullen schoolhouse, and that: 
the site provided by the manager for a 
new building has been approved by the 
Commissioners and the Board of Works. 
The general question of building grants. 
has not yet been definitely settled, but 
the Irish Government are prepared to 
recommend urgent cases, such as that of 
Killavullen, to the favourable considera- 
tion of the Treasury, without waiting for 
a settlement of the general question ; and 
I will communicate further with the Com- 
missioners on the subject with the object 
of arranging that this case may at once 
be dealt with. 


Mr. DILLON: Arising out of that 
answer may I ask the right hon. Gentle- 
man whether in his opinion this most 
vital question will ever be settled. It has 
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now been the subject of communication 


(Juestions. 


between the Board of Education and the | 


Treasury for more than six years, and 
although we have been repeatedly 
promised a settlement, it has not yet 
been reached. 


*Mr. BRYCE said he had given great 
attention to this matter for a very long 
time, and very substantial progress had 
been made towards a settlement. 


Cornamona School Teacher. 

Mr. LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether a 
principal teacher in the, Cornamona 
national school, county Galway. is on the 
records of the Commissioners of National 
Education as Michael O'Malley, son of 
Thomas O’Malley and Catherine O’ Malley, 
of Kilmilkin, although the same _in- 
dividual was formerly two years monitor 


of the Leehane national school, at which | 


time his official description was Michael 
John O'Malley, the son of 
O'Malley and Sarah Joyce ; and, if so, 
whether the Commissioners will institute 
an inquiry into the genuineness or other- 
wise of the birth certificate which was 


submitted by the said Michael O'Malley | 


when he made application for the position 
of principal teacher. 


*Mr. BRYCE: The Commissioners of 
National Education inform me that the 
recorded name of the teacher of Corna- 
mona boys’ national school is Michael 
O'Malley, and thit they have recently 
received a complaint to the effect that 
this teacher produced at the time of his 
appointment a certificate of age which 
did not relate to himself. ‘lhe matter is 
at present under inquiry by the senior 
inspector of the district. 


Labourers’ Cottage Schemes. 

Mr. SHEEHAN: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether his attention has 
been called to the fact that there are 


some rural districts in Ireland, as for | 


instance the Cork rural district, in which 
the councils have perfected and obtained 
the sanction 


Board to new schemes of labourers’ 


cottages ; and whether, in the interests of 
the labourers whose representations have 
passed the necessary inquiries and with a 
view to preventing a postponement of the 
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Michael | 


of the Local Government | 
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building operations until the issue of a 
loan is authorised when the Labourers 
Bill becomes law, he will say whether he 
will include some provision in the Bill 
which would enable loans to be issued to 
councils in the position mentioned 
immediately on the Royal Assent being 
given to the measure. 


Mr. BRYCE: I am considering the 
question of the date upon which different 
parts of the Bill can be brought into 
operation, but I see considerable difficulty 
in adopting the hon. Member's suggestion, 
upon which, moreover, the Treasury 
would have to be consulted. 


Irish Trade Statistics. 

Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 8.) : I beg to 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
whether his attention has been called 
to the statement on page 5 of the recent 
Consular Report from Chicago with 
|reference to the system of consular in- 
voices in force in the United States; and 
| whether he will consider the advisability 
of adopting a similar system by way of 
experiment in Ireland, in view of the 
importance of the collection of reliable 
statistics of imports and exports, with a 
view to its permanent adoption in the 
United Kingdom should the system 
prove satisfactory. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I have seen 
the statement referred to. In order to 
carry out the experiment suggested by 
the hon. Member, it would be necessary 
that Foreign Consuls in Ireland and 
Sritish Consuls abroad should be required 

to issue Consular Invoices for goods ex- 
ported from or to Ireland. His Majesty’s 
Government have no power to give 
directions of this kind to Foreign Consuls, 
and were it otherwise, I have great 
doubt if the introduction of a universal 
‘requirement of this kind would be 
popular among Irish exporters. As 
regards British Consuls abroad, I would 
point out that the principal object of 
Consular Invoices is not to shew ultimate 
| destination but to ensure that goods are 
/not undervalued for the purpose of 
assessment of a/ valorem import duties. 
The introduction of the system therefore 
in respect of goods exported from places 
abroad to Ireland would not attain the 
object which the hon. Member has in 
| view, 
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Rosslare Harbour. 

Mr. FFRENCH: I beg to ask the | 
President of the Board of Trade | 
whether he is aware that, formerly, 
there were large sounding buoys placed 
at the approaches of Rosslare Harbour, | 
and that those have been removed and | 
replaced by much smaller ones that can | 
scarcely be seen by navigators ; and | 
whether, seeing that within the past | 
fortnight a steam yacht went aground on | 
the banks owing to the captain not | 
seeing the buoys, he will take steps to | 
have the large buoys restored. 





Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : I understand 
from the Commissioner of Irish Lights | 
that one automatic whistling lighted | 
buoy was placed on the South Sheer, | 
Rosslare, on April 20th, 1900, as an/| 
experiment. It was found impossible to 
keep this constantly alight, and the | 
Commissioners removed it on March Ist, 
1901, but without replacing it by any | 
other seamark. I have already explained 
the objection to placing gas-lighted buoys | 
here at the expense of the General 


Lighthouse Fund. 


Mr. FFRENCH: Can the right hon. | 
Gentleman say why the buoys were 
removed and smaller buoys put in their | 


place. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: [have already 
given the hon. Member the explanation 
furnished to me by the Irish Lights 
Board—that it was found impossible to 
keep this constantly alight. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 
E): Is the right hon. Gentleman aware | 
of the seriousness of the matter, and that 
ships are frequently wrecked here, and 
cannot he have something done to have | 
buoys put there 4 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: The matter | 
was seriously considered by the Irish 
Lights Board, Trinity House, and the 
Shipping Committee. Shipowners ob: | 
jected seriously to lights being placed | 
there, and I should think that they were | 
the people primarily interested, but they 
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| proselytising tracts and leaflets ; 
local cycling club was accustomed to 
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Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND: Will 


the right hon. Gentleman draw the 
attention of the Commission about to be 
appointed to the lighting of this particular 
harbour ? 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I do not 
know that I can do that, but it will, of 
course, be open to the hon. Member to 
bring any evidence he may wish before 
the Commission. Indeed, I think it is 
one of the things that they would have to 
consider. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND said that 
he hoped his hon. friend (Mr. Ffrench) 
would do that. 


Killucan Postmaster. 
Mr. GINNELL: I beg to ask the 
Postmaster-General if he is aware that 
the postmaster recently removed from 


| Killucan was addicted to distributing 


that a 


| follow him cleansing the public roads of 
|this matter, and that his assistant and 
| disciple is now a candidate for the vacant 


postmastership; and will he take care, 
before sanctioning a new appointment, 


| that it shall not involve a further inflic- 
| tion of this character upon the people of 
| the district. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: Careful 
inquiry at Killucan has produced no 
clear evidence of the truth of the state- 
ments that the late postmaster was. 
addicted to distributing proselytising 
tracts and leaflets, or that any persons 
were accustomed to follow him about 
with the object indicated. In selecting 


an officer for the vacant appointment I 


shall of course consider the fitness in all 
respects of the candidates who apply. 


The Crofters Acts. 

Mr. MORTON (Sutherland): I beg 
to ask the Prime Minister whether he 
can now say when the Bill to amend the 
Crofters Acts will be introduced. 





resisted very strongly. They resisted} THe PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 
putting lights there at the expense of the| LORD or tuz TREASURY (Sir H. 
Lighthouse Fund, and after going into} CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN, Stirling 
the matter very carefully, it was con-| Burghs): I am afraid that I cannot 
sidered that they had made good their | have a definite date for the introduction 
case. | of the Crofters’ Bill. 
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beg to ask the Prime Minister whether | 
he will cause the notes of evidence and 
the text of the judgment of Mr. Justice | 
‘Grantham and Mr. Justice Lawrance, in 
the case of the Bodmin Election petition, 
when laid upon the Table of the House, 
to be printed, and circulated to Members, 
so that they may have an opportunity of 
comparing the evidence and the judg- 
ments in the case of the Yarmouth and 
Bodmin Election petitions. 


Mr. STUART-WoRTLEY reported from 


‘the Chairmen’s Panel; that they had 


appointed Mr. Wason to act as Chi irman 
of the Standing Committee for the con- 


‘sideration of Bills relating to Trade 
(including Agriculture and Fishing), 


Shipping and Manufactures, in place of 
Mr. Laurence Hardy ; and had appointed 
Mr. Brynmor Jones to act as Chairman 
of the Standing Committee for the con- 


sideration of Bills relating to Law, and 


Courts of Justice, and Legal Procedure, 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
The report of the Bodmin Election peti- 
tion has not yet been announced to the 
House by Mr. Speaker. [I shall be quite 
willing if it is the desire of the House 
that the evidence and judgment in the 
trial of the petition should be printed 
and circulated among Members so soon 
as the Report has been received. 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of Lon- 
don) asked the Prime Minister when | 
the amendments to Clause 4 of the Edu- | 
cation Bill proposed by the Government 
would be circulated. He desired to know 
what would be the distribution of Supply 
in the days vet remaining. That question 
was justified by the fact that the Govern- 
ment had intimated that they would 
restrict Supply this year to twenty days, 
which was the minimum, and not give | 
the three extra days which had commonly, 
but not always, been given. He also | 
expressed a hope that the right hon. 
Gentleman would be able to make arrange- 
ments which would prevent a repetition 
of the incident that had occurred that 
afternoon owing to the absence of Minis- 
ters at question time. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
said he regretted the accident to which 
the right hon. gentleman referred. It | 
was due to private business having been | 
completed sooner than was the case 
earlier in the session. His right hon. 
friends would readjust their time-table. | 
With regard to Supply, he would be able | 
to give the right hon. Gentleman more | 
accurate information on Monday. ‘The | 
papers with reference to Clause 4 of the 
Education Bill would be circulated to- 
morrow morning. 


in place of Sir James Woodhouse, at the 
conclusion of the Workmen’s Compensa- 
tion Bill. 

Report to lie upon the Table. 


STREET BETTING BILL (Lorps]. 
Read the first time; to be read a 


second time upon Monday next, and to 
| be printed. 


[Bill 266.] 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 
That they have agreed to—Finance 
Bill; Metropolitan Police (Commission) 
Bill, without Amendment. 


That they have passed a Bill, intituled, 
« An Act to declare the Law with respect 
to a marriage between a man and his 
deceased wife’s sister domiciled in parts 
of the British possessions where such a 
marriage is legal.” (Colonial Marriages 
Bill | Lords. } 

SUPPLY [(13rH ALLOTTED Day}. 
Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 


[ Mr. CALDWELL (Lanarkshire, Mid.) in 
the Chair. | 


CIVIL SERVICES AND  KEVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1905-7. 
REVENUE DEPARTMENTS. 

Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That a sum not exceeding £10,496,741, 
be granted to His Majesty, to complete 
the sum necessary to defray the Charge 
which will come in course of payment 
during the year ending on March 31st, 
1907, for the Salaries and Expenses of 
the Post Office, including Telegraphs.” 
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*THe POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Mr. | 
SypNEY Buxton, ‘Tower Hamlets, Pop- |, 
lar) said the most remarkable feature of | 
the postal revenue at the present moment 
was the continued improvement which it 
had shown in every respect. He found 
thit the excess of revenue from the 
various branches last year exceeded the 
estimate by about £670,000, and in the 
coming year the additional revenue 
derived from it was estimated at an excess 
of £800,000 over the previous year. The 
savings banks were also in a flourishing 
condition, and the number of depositors 
had increased. Their sheet-anchor was, 
of course, the penny stamp, and he wis 
glad to say the revenue from that source 
was increasing month by month. The 
worst feature of the situation was the 
telegraph service. It had never been profit- 
able, and now the telephone system had 
so largely taken its place that the revenue 
was falling off. The telephone system 
had made considerable progress, and the 
revenue derived from it was increasing 
rapidly year by year. The Post Office 
were pressing forward telephonic com- 
munication with various parts of the 
country, but they had great difficulty in 
obtaining wayleaves for the purpose, 
Not only did private individuals attempt 
to extort blackmail from the Post Office, 
but there was considerable difficulty with 
various local authorities. The Post Oftice 
had no desire to place ov srhead wires in 
places where they would be an eyesore ; 
they were prepared to put the wires 
underground where necessary, and he 
hoped they would receive proper 
treatment from the local authorities. 
He hoped that the extension of wireless 
telegraphy as a commercial means of 
communication would take place rapidly. 
He expressed his surprise that the secre- 
tary of Lloyd’s should have made a 
violent and unprovoked attack on the 
Post Office, and especially on his pre- 
decessor, in circulars on this matter 
which he sent to the newspapers 
and the Peers. All he could say with 
regard to the statement of the secretary 
of Lloyd’s was that it was a pure travesty 
of the truth in regard to this matter. 
It was thought necessary to pass 
the Wireless Telegraphy Act to enable | 
the Admiralty to control, in time of war, | 
the stations that were being erected and 
to prevent the multiplication of stations 
to an extent that would interfere with 


the effective working of naval stations. | 
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The Act was also necessary to arm the 
Post Office with power to carry out any 
agreement that might be come to at any 
international conference which might 
take place. He understood that one 
of the chief objects of the Act 
was not to create a monopoly, but 
to prevent the monopoly which was 
gradually being created by one company’s 
erecting stations at all the most suitable 
places. The only means of preventing 
that was to give the Postmaster-General 
power to license various companies and 
various systems. Since the passing of the 
Act only one additional licence had been 
granted to the Marconi Company, while 
ninety-one licences of various kinds had 
been issued, and only three licences had 
been refused. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer had described him as a sturdy 
beggar for asking that a portion of the 
revenue should be applied to the postal 
service. He agreed that the Post Office 
ought to be a revenue-bearing portion of 
our system, but when there were 
additional profits the public ought to 
have some benefit from them. The cost 
of the various domestic postal reforms to 
be carried out and those which would 
follow the new Postal Union Convention, 
when it came into force, would amount 
to £156,000 a vear and £190,000 a 
year respectiveiy ; in all a charge on the 
Post Otfice of £350,000 when they 
came into full operation. It was 
not easy in the present condition 
of things to find money for postal reform, 
but he thought the Committee woald 
recognise that £550,000 a year in our 
present financial straits was no small sum 
for the Chancellor of the Excheyuer to give 
him for that purpose. The Chancellor 
of the Excheyuer, in his Budget speech, 
had already referred to these proposals 
of domestic improvement, and he would 
only wish to supplement his right hon. 
friend's observations with a few words, 
and to indicate the nature of the reforms 
which he had been able to bring into 
operation. The first reform had refer- 
ence to the charges for the Parcel Post, in 
regard to which he had introduced a new 
scale. The basis of that postage was a two- 
penny charge, with an additional penny a 
pound. What he had been able to do was 
to reduce the charge by a penny above the 
four pounds scale and by twopence in the 
upper scale from six pounds upwards. 
He confessed that that, of course, was 
only a provisional reform, and he thought 
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it was generally acknowledged that the 
Parcel Post might very well be enlarged 





and improved, and possibly the charges | 
at the lower end of the scale also re- | 


duced, and the upper scales extended. 
But he had no funds this year which 
would enable him to carry out that pro- 
posal. Then there was the question of 
reduction in the cost of postal orders, 
which formed in this country a very 
popular form of remitting money. No 
less than 95,000,000 postal orders were 
issued last year, and when he looked 
into the matter he found that the number 
of orders of the lower denominations of 
2s. and 2s, 6d. amounted to 12,000,000, 
which was an indication, he thought, that 
they were largely used by people in 
humble circumstances. The present 
charge of 1d. on those orders represented 
a charge of from 4 to 44 per cent. on 
their cost price. He proposed to reduce 
the rate on orders of this denomination 
from ld. to $d., and the rate on orders 
from lls. to 15s. from 14d. to 1d. He 
thought that would be a great boon to a 
very large number of users of postal orders. 
He had been pressed by his hon. friend 
the Member tor Canterbury, and by 
other hon. Members to extend what 
might be called the commercial halfpenny 
post, so that any printed document or 
any document that was not of a personal 
character which did not exceed 2oz. 
might be sent for one halfpenny. The 
ditticulty had always been one of defini- 
tion, but what he proposed to do was 
to revise the definition as it existed at 
present, and to extend the benefits of this 
particular post. He did not suppose that 
all the anomalies and difticulties would be 
entirely overcome, but he hoped a good 
deal might be done to the advantage of 
the commercial firms, traders, and others 
who used this post. The reform to which 
he attached most importance was the 
increase of postal, telegraph, and tele- 
phone facilities. He was surprised to 
find that there was a certain number of 
misguided people in this country who 
desired to have their postal facilities 
increased. He was not one of those. 
He would rather like to have them 
very much diminished, though he dared 


say that if he had not got the facilities | were not now in a position to deal with 
he would want them. With the money | the question. Universal penny postage 
placed at his disposal he would be able | would involve this country in a loss of half 
to secure, except in regard to very distant | a million sterling in postal revenue, and, as 
places or very scantily populated neigh- | there would be practically no profit on the 
bourhoods, to every house in this country | international penny postage, that loss 


Nydnen Biueton. 


Mr. 











| 


| 


and must disappear. But the Government 








the delivery of letters on at least 
three days a week. Then, at present, 
unless it could be shown that telegraph 
facilities were likely to be fairly profitable, 
or, at any rate, not to lead to any great 
loss, they were only granted under a 
guarantee that half the loss was borne 
by the individual of the locality, while 
the other half fell upon the Post Office, 
and in the case of the telephone the 
whole loss fell on the guarantor. In 
future, both in regard to telegraphs 
and trunk telephone lines, the guarantee 
would be reduced from one-half to one- 
third, and this, he hoped, would lead 
to an extension of these facilities to a 
large number of places where at present, 
unfortunately, they did not exist. He 
hoped, too, that this would meet the view 
of the Board of Agriculture as to the neces- 
sity of a cheap telephone service in rural 
and especially in fruit-growing districts, 
The improvements to which he referred 
would cost, as he had already stated, 
for a complete year, something like 
£156,000, and he thought he might claim 
that they would give relief which was 
very much needed, especially by the 
poorer classes, by the trading and com- 
mercial houses of the country and by the 
public at large. He was glad to think 
that the results of the Universal 
Postal Union Congress at Rome this year 
would be of considerable advantage to 
those who were interested in foreign 
postage. The hon. Member for Canter- 
bury had urged upon him that at that 
conference he should have taken up an 
attitude of strongly pressing for a univer- 
sal penny post throughout the world. 
His answer to that was a simple one, and 
perhaps it would appeal to hon. Members. 
He was personally sympathetic with the 
proposal that there should be a universal 
system of penny postage throughout the 
length and breadth of the world, and it 
was quite obvious that at some time or 
another that system would be introduced. 
It was equally evident that anomalies, 
such as that while they could send a letter 
from England to Australia for 1d., while 
it cost 24d. to send a similar letter to 
Paris, did exist under the present system 
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would not be recouped, however largely the 
number of letters was increased as a result 
of the reduction. He thought the Commit- 
tee would generally recognize that under 
present conditions the Government were 
not in a position to sacrifice £500,000 of 
revenue even for so laudable an object 
as that of universal penny postage. 
Even if the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had been in a position to offer him 
the £500,000 to play with, he was not 
sure that he should not have used it in 
other though perhaps less showy ways 
than in establishing universal penny 
postage. It would have been easy for 
the British delegates to make a demon- 
stration in favour of the proposal for 
a universal penny postage if they had 
liked to do so, for when the Universal 
Postal Union Conference met, it was 
quite certain that a proposal for the 
establishment of the universal penny 
post would not have been carried 
and the Government could have _pro- 
fessed to be in favour of it without in- 
volving the risk of any loss. But that 
would not have been, in his opinion, 
a satisfactory or honest way of dealing 
with the question, and therefore it was 
that he instructed the British delegates 
not to record their votes in favour 
of it. The British proposal at the 
Congress was that, failing universal 
penny postage, the initial charge of 24d. 
should be reduced to 2d., and that, for 


every additional 1 oz. the charge should | 
J 2 fo) 


be 1d., instead of, as at present, 24d. 
That would have meant that the charge 
for a letter weighing 1 0z. would have 
been reduced from 5d. to 3d. Both 
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those proposals, he was sorry to say, were 
defeated, though they received the back- | 


ing of all the English-speaking delegates 
and of some of the representatives of the 
other countries. However, largely as 
the result of the action of the British dele- 
gates, the initial weight of a foreign 
letter would be raised from } oz. to 1 0z., 
the charge remaining at 24d. ; while the 
charge for the second ounce would be 13d. 


of an international coupon. 


| sent, 


instead of 24d., as at present. The upshot | 


< 


of the matter would be that. in future, | 


they would be able to send a 1-oz. letter 
for 24d. that formerly cost 5d., a 2-0z. 
letter for 4d. that formerly cost 10d., and 
a 3-oz. letter, which formerly cost 1s. 3d., 
for 54d. He thought that would be 
regarded as a material relief to those 
sending letters abroad. Another result 
of these reductions would be that the 
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difficulties connected with the question of 
enclosure would very largely disappear. 
The British delegates at the Postal Union 
Congress proposed under instructions from 
home that in regard to underpaid letters 
the fine should be limited to 1d., what- 
ever might be the overcharge. It was an 
annoying matter when a letter had been 
not quite sufficiently stamped, very often 
owing to a mere accident, to find a heavy 
charge for overweight. The proposal 
of the British delegates was not carried. 
Under this new system, however, the 
fine for the underpaid letter would not 
be as it had been, 5d., but could not 
exceed 3d. As to the difference between 
the proposals now adopted and Imperial 
penny postage, he was not sure that on 
the whole the advantage from the point of 
view of the foreign letter writer would 
not be greater under the former. The 
initial charge would no doubt be more than 
at present, but when it came to anything 
exceeding 2 oz. the advantage lay on the 
side of the allowance of an increased 
weight in place of a mere reduction 
of charge. Moreover, universal penny 
postage would not have affected our 
relations with the Colonies in regard to 
Imperial postage, which was at present 
ld. the } oz. But the reform adopted 
by the Congress of raising the unit 
weight had this advantage with regard 
to our existing system of Imperial 
penny post—that in future we should 
be able to send to our Colonies, and 
to any part of the British Empire for 1d. 
an ounce instead of only half an ounce ; 
while two ounces would cost 2d. instead 
of 4d. Another reform adopted by 
the Congress was the “reply coupon.” 
Anyone writing to a friend abroad and 
desirous of sending postage for a reply or 
a small remittance could do so by means 
The total 
cost of the proposals would be £190,000 
a year. He hoped that before very 
long some of that would be recouped 
by the increased number of letters 
Imperial penny postage had 
now been extended to __ practically 
the whole of the British Empire. 
Bechuanaland and Rhodesia had come in 
during the last twelve months, and the 
system now extended throughout the 
Empire with the exception of one or two 
small islands in the Pacific. To his 
predecessor, whose absence from the 
House he regretted, really belonged the 
credit of a reduction in the price of 
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porterage for telegrams and of another 
small reform. These were the proposals 
which the Department laid before the 
Committee, and he hoped they would 


be considered to be satisfactory. There 
were two other matters which were 


receiving his attention, but about which 
he was not in a position to say any- 
thing very definite. He hoped, how- 
ever, that something might be done in 
the right direction. ‘The first was a 
question which interested very much 
those who had directed their attention 
to the subject of Canadian postage— 
he meant the question whether we could 
give a material reduction on the postage 
of heavy articles, such as periodicals, 
magazines, and newspaper matter, in order 
to meet the American competition, which 
flooded Canada with American literature. 
He was in communication with the 
Canadian Government, and had made 
proposals and suggestions which he was 
sure they would meet in a friendly spirit, 
and he thought also in a favourable spirit. 
He hcped that before long some practical 
action might be taken. The second 
point was the question of reducing the 
postage on the literature for the blind. 
Every one had the greatest sympathy 
for the blind, and he was in negotiation 
with the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and those interested with a view to such 
a reduction. Ail these matters were dealt 
with from the point of view of the public, 
but they must not forget that the Post- 
master-General was the largest employer 
of labour in this country. He employed 
150,000 persons, and indirectly he em- 
ployed &0,000 persons apart from the men 
working under contractors. Therefore, 
his action, good or bad, must have a con- 
siderable influence on the general position 
of the labour market. His view was that 
the Government ought to be a good 
employer. As to contractors, the ques- 
tion was largely one of whether they 
paid fair wages and whether their con- 
ditions of labour were proper conditions. 
He had had the honour of moving and 
getting the House to adopt the fair wages 
clause, and he had consequently a parental 
feeling in regard to that clause. He had 
given a great deal of attention to any 
facts brought before him, where it was 
alleged that proper wages were not paid 
or that proper conditions were not 
observed, and he would continue to do 
so, in order that the Resolution of the 


Mr, Sydney Burton. 
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House might be carried out with the 
fullest possible effect. He had been able 
in one or two cases to improve the con- 
ditions by drawing the attention of the 
contractors to them. The other day 
he gave notice of the termination of a 
contract because he thought it clear that 
the contractor was not, and never could 
be, a fair employer of labour. With 
regard to clothing contracts, the assent 
of the Treasury had enabled him to 
appoint an officer of the nature of an 
Inspector to be added to the Department, 
and for the first time the Postmaster- 
General would have an opportunity of 
more or less controlling the conditions of 
these clothing and other contracts or 
obtaining information as regarded them. 
With regard to the Department as a direct 
employer of manual labour, at Mount 
Pleasant and Holloway it was his anxious 
desire, and that of the Secretary and 
Controller, to place that work as far as 
possible on a stable basis, so that there 
should be the least possible fluctuations 
in regard to the work given out to these 
factories, and that there should not be a 
large number of men taken on at one 
time and discharged at another. Thus 
the men would be employed as far as 
possible from the beginning to the end of 
the year. The matter was not an easy one 
to arrange, but an endeavour was being 
made to carry it out. Referring to the 
Committee of Inquiry into the conditions 
and wages of postal servants, he said that 
the Committee was very much indebted 
to the members of that Committee, 
especially the chairman, for the great 
amount of time and attention they were 
giving to this important matter. As to 
the conditions of service, he thought the 
time had come when the full right of 
representation and combination ought to 
be allowed in the postal service as in 
other associations, and that there should 
be a reiteration of the right of appeal 
to the Postmaster-General. He believed 
that the stronger and more responsible a 
trade union was made the more likely 
were the relations between the trade 
union men and the employer to be good 
and satisfactory. Far trom the recogni- 
tion of postal trade unions leading to 
friction, he believed that the stronger 
and more representative the associations 
became the less would be the friction, 
and the more easy it would be to arrive 
at a conclusion satisfactory to both sides. 
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The last 
period of exceptional pressure on the 
Department owing to the Committee 
of Inquiry, which took away the 
able Secretary and others for six or seven 
weeks, while reforms, special questions 
and memorials, deputations, etc., had 
consumed a large amount of t'me. In 
addition hon. Members themselves had 
something to do with the delay which 
took place in dealing with matters in 
which they were interested. He was in- 
formed a little while ago by his private 
secretary that in the ordinary way sixty 
or seventy applications of various sorts 
were made by hon. Members in the 
course of a calendar month, but that 
for some months past, in consequence 
perhaps of there being a new Govern- 
ment, a new Parliament, new Members, 
and a new Postmaster-General, the num- 
ber of applications of all sorts had 
amounted to between 300 and 400 per 
month. This, he might say, was before 
there was an unfortunate vacancy in 
Glasgow, since when letters had been 
thick as leaves in Vallombrosa. He 
mentioned all this not as an excuse, but 
as an explanation of delay. He was not 
complaining of it at all, and he thanked 
hon. Members for the consideration which 
they always gave in these matters, and 
for not pressing him too severely. He 
wished to refer to the question of the 
appointment of sub-postmasters and 
medical officers. Ten years ago hon. 
Members had the direct power of appoint- 
ing sub-postmasters, and so on. They 
had relinquished that power, but the 
position at present was that they had a 
certain power of recommendation to 
the Postmaster-General. It certainly 
seemed to him that the old system ought 
to be reverted to or this matter taken out 
of the purview of politics altogether. 
Having now been Postmaster-General for 
six mopths, he had formed a very high 
idea of the marvellous organisation and 
efficiency of our great postal service. Of 
course there were accidents, but when 
he told the Committee that last year 
no less than 4,700,000,000 letters and 
packages were sent throughout this 
country and no less than 100,000,000 
trunk telephone and telegraph messages, 
the wonder was not at the number of 
complaints, but that they were not 
infinitely greater. He desired to recog- 
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nise the zeal and public spirit that 
animated all branches of the service, of 
which he was proud to be the temporary 
chief. 


*Mr. HENNIKER HEATON (Canter- 
bury) said the two important points 
which ought to engage the attention of the 
Committee, namely, the wages of postmen 
and universal penny postage, would not 
come up to-day because the postmen’s 
case was now being considered by a 
Committee, and the question of universal 
penny postage would be discussed by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and the 
Postmaster-General in the Grand Com- 
mittee room on July 3rd, when a deputa- 
tion would wait upon them. He 
promised the Postmaster-General that 
when the time arrived they would be able 
to show that the loss by the introduction 
of universal penny postage would not 
amount to more than £125,000 a year. 
Imperial penny postage, although strongly 
opposed by the right hon. Gentleman’s 
predecessors, was carried. It was just the 
same in Rowland Hill’s day, and it was 
found that no loss resulted from the intro- 
duction of the penny postage. He would 
show how little reliance could be placed on 
the brief prepared for his right hon. friend 
by referring to one matter. The right hon. 
Gentleman had told them of the blessings 


of increasing the weight of letters to 


foreign countries from a half ounce to one 
ounce. If the right hon. Gentleman 
would turn to Hansard of ten years ago 
when he asked the Postmaster-General of 
that time to increase the weight of letters 
to the Colonies and foreign countries 
from a half ounce to one ounce, he would 
find the reply was that a letter written on 
the strongest paper and in the strongest 
envelope could be sent for half an ounce 
to any part of the world, and it was not 
the intention to extend the weight to an 
ounce. ‘To-day the right hon. Gentleman 
had referred in terms of praise to the 
benefits of the increase of the weight to an 
ounce. Surely after the insulting way in 
which the right hon. Gentleman’s pre- 
decessors refused to increase the weight 
to an ounce there ought to be some sort 0 

apology from the right hon. Gentleman 
for the attitude he took up to-day. No 
reliance could be placed on the figures 
supplied to the right hon. Gentleman as 
to the loss that would arise from the 
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introduction of universal penny postage. 
He was prepared to show that the mitial 
loss would not be a quarter of what the 
right hon. Gentleman said, and that the 
increase of letters in three years would 
cover the loss. The right hon. Gentleman 
had said that he had given £150,000 this 
year in concessions, but he omitted to 
tell the Committee at the same time that 
the Post Office made £480,000 extra 
profit. He would ask the right hon. 
Gentleman whether the time had not 
arrived for selling post-cards at their face 
value. The loss would be very small. 
This was the only country in the world in 
which it was not possible to get the post- 
card at its face value. Another reform 
which he would like to see carried out 
was that telegraph money orders should 
be delivered at the residence instead of the 
recipient having to go to a post office to 
getthe money. In every other country the 
reform he asked for had been carried out. 
In regard to this, and, in fact, to all 
money orders, it was far better for one 
postman to take the money to 200 houses 
of the addressees than for 200 persons to 
go to the post office for the money 
advised in each of their money orders. It 
would be an immense saving of time. 
He hoped hon. Members would join with 
him in pressing for that reform. Then 
there was the question of the cost of send- 
ing money abroad. To send 5s. to Paris 
from this country the cost was 44d., but 
the cost of sending the same amount 
from Paris to this country was only one 
penny. Surely England could afford 
to send money abroad as cheaply as 
France, and he hoped a conference 
would be held with the French authorities 
upon this point. The only answer he 
had received on this point was that if 
£20 was sent it would be cheaper. There 
was another reform which had been 
received with great favour in Australia, 
America, and Italy. He referred to 
private letter boxes at post offices. In 
Sydney, Melbourne, New York, and even 
in Rome, a private letter box could be 
rented, where by applying his own key a 
person could get his letters at any hour. 
This country refused to give that facility 
to travellers from all parts of the world. 
Such a reform would answer a good 
purpose, and would be largely used by 
people in various parts of the Empire. 


Mr. Henniker Heaton. 
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The Postmaster-General had made a very 
curious admission with regard to the 
non-liability of the Post Office for any- 
thing which was stolen or any loss inflicted 
through the error or carelessness of the 
employees. He had told the Committee 
what a splendid staff he had, but he would 
like the right hon. Gentleman to adopt 
the practice which he would adopt in 
private life and when losses occurred to 
the public through gross carelessness 
or robbery pay his liabilities. To turn to 
another matter, this was the only country 
which refused to return a man a letter 
which he had posted in mistake. They 
insisted upon delivering it and refused to 
return it to the man who had written it. 
In every other country the moment a man 
sent a letter off by mistake he could go to 
the postmaster, and after furnishing the 
address and writing an account of the 
contents of the letter it would be re- 
turned to the writer. Often very serious 
injury had been done through mistakes 
of this kind, and he urged the right hon. 
Gentleman to allow writers of letters to 
withdraw them under those circum- 
stances. There was another small matter 
which was causing great annoyance to a 
large number of persons, and that was 
the difficulty of buying stamps at railway 
stations. It was almost incredible that 
at the booksta'ls they could not purchase 
a stamp. He was told by the great firm 
who controlled the bookstalls that it was 
owing to the excessive meanness of the 
Post Office that they could not get stamps 
at railway stations. If the Postmaster- 
General would look into this matter he 
should be much obliged. The right hon. 
Gentleman stated that he could not get 
any more money out of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, but when a source of 
expenditure which was not justified was 
pointed out any business man would at 
once consider it, and put an end to it if 
possible. At the present moment they 
were losing £1,000,000 a year on the 
telegraph business. Every telegram that 
was dispatched cost the country Is., 
whilst the average amount paid for it 
was only 7$d., which showed an absolute 
loss of 44d. upon every telegram de ivered. 
In round figures 90,000,000 telegrams 
cost £4,500,000, and the money received 
for them was £3,500,000. Would any 
business man tolerate this enormous loss 
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upon telegrams ? He wasa little worr ed 
when he heard his right hon. friend ex- 
press such sympathy for postmasters, 
because he thought the time had arrived 
for putting an end to political patronage. 
In the great colony of Australia on the 
railways they had a Civil Service board 
irremovable as judges, and Members of 
Parliament had no right to make or 
interfere with promotions. He thanked 
the Committee for listening to him so 
patiently. 


Mr LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Sleaford) 
congratulated the Postmaster-General 
upon the interesting speech he had made. 
He rose to say a few words in regard to 
the interests of the employees who carried 
out the work of the Post Office in the 
admirable way he had described. As 
regarded their religion there was no 
interference from the Post master-General, 
but it was only as regarded ther blood 
that the Postmaster-General seemed to 
think he had the right of interference, 
and to say what kind of blood should flow 
in their veins. The right hon. Gentleman 
seemed to think that it was for the good of 
the country that all his employees should 
be vaccinated, and he would,therefore, call 
his attention to a few figures which might 
make him consider whether it was 
necessary to interfere with the liberty 
of those who served under him. In the 
smallpox hospital where he lived there 
had been admitted 577 cases, and of 
these 509 were vaccinated. No one 
looking at those figures could say that 
vaccination was a safeguard against 
smallpox. One of these people had been 
re-vaccinated three times, another four 
times, and another five times. He be- 
lieved there were some people who were 
re-vaccinated every six months, but they 
were not all like the pauper who, when a 
doctor offered him a shilling if he would 
allow himself to be vaccinated, replied : 
“Yes, you may vaccinate the whole of 
my body at that rate.’ They usually 
valued their skins at a little more than 
one shilling a square inch, and the Post 
Office employees valued their skins more 
highly than that. Vaccination was ab- 
solutely useless. If the hon. Member 
for the Epping Division who laughed 
would give him two or three hours 
of his valuable time he would undertake | 
to convert him. He knew the hon. and | 
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| gallant Member was a man of intelligence. 
| He would offer him £10-—— 


Sir GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) : 
Ts it in order for a Member of this House 
to offer a bribe to another ? 


THe DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN : Ido not 


think it was serious. 
Mr. LUPTON: I will hand him £10—— 


Tue DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN : Oh, 


leave that. 


Mr. LUPTON : Iam sorry the rules of 
the House will not allow me to finish my 
sentence. 


THE DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN : No, you 


must not. 


Mr. LUPTON: I am sorry because it 
leaves me ata disadvantage. It prevents 
me making an explanation, and that half- 
sentence will go into the Press because™l 
must not finish a sentence. People said, 
he continued, that in Germany they had 
wiped out smallpox by vaccination. In 
six years there were eighty-eight deaths 
in London from smallpox and in Berlin in 
the same period fifty-one. 


Tue DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN: Order, 
order! On the Post Office Estimates we 
cannot have a discussion on the general 
question of vaccination. 


Mr. LUPTON said he could not trace 
the history of all Post Office officials, but 
he could trace the history of men in the 
Army, and he thought he was entitled to 
take statistics from the Army to show 
the effects of vaccination. 


THe DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN said the 
hon. Member was out of order in dis- 
cussing the general question of vaccina- 
tion. 


Mr. LUPTON said he bowed to the 
ruling of the Chair, but what he wished 
to say was that the Postmaster-General 
could order vaccination if he liked, and he 
submitted he was entitled to raise the 
question of whether vaccination was ‘of 
any use or not. 








103 Civil Services und Revenue {COMMONS} Depts. Estimates, 1906-7. 404 
THe DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN: The: could be more disastrous to the service. 


question must be raised by itself, but the 
general question of vaccination is out of 
place on the Post Office Estimates. 


Mr. LUPTON said that if vaccination 
was shown to be useless in the Army it 
must be useless in the Post Office. He 
supposed he was in order in saying that. 
In the last twenty-eight years, of 3,953 
vaccinated soldiers 10 per cent. had 
died of smallpox. If they died in the 
Army in that ratio they would die in the 
same ratio in the Post Office. The hon. 
Member was proceeding to quote in- 
stances of the effects of vaccination 
when— 


THe DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN : I have 


already said that we cannot have a 
general discussion on vaccination. The 
hon. Member must limit himself to 


vaccination in the Post Office and its 
effect upon Post Office officials. 


Mr. LUPTON : No statistics are pub- 
lished as regards smallpox in the Post 
Office. 


THE DEPUTY - CHAIRMAN: Then 
there is no use referring further to the 
matter. 


Mr. LUPTON said he would content 
himself by asking the Postmaster-General 
to inquire into the question of vaccination 
and smallpox, and if he came to the 
conclusion that vaccination was useless 
he should revise the existing orders on the 
subject. The right hon. Gentleman 
might alter his regulations so that 
vaccination would only be compulsory 
if he thought it was necessary at all in 
the case of a severe epidemic. His 
opinion was that vaccination was no use 
at all. 


Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, 8.) said 
he wished, as having been connected with 
the Local Government Board for some 
time, to protest against the remarks of the 
hon. Member for the Sleaford Division. 
The hon. Member had said that the Post- 
master-General should only make vac- 
cination compulsory in the Post Office in 
the event of a severe epidemic. 


He | 


protested against that because nothing | 


He wished to draw attention to a subject 
which created a good deal of interest, 
but which had found very slight ad- 
vocacy in the Committee. They had had 
a very interesting review by the Post- 
master-General of the work of the Post 
Office for the year, and about the necessity 
for cheap Imperial postage, but while with 
the greater part of the world the postal 
arrangements were admirable and in 
this country the service rendered by 
the Post Office was of a character they 
had a right to admire, he was sorry to say 
that in many rural districts the condition 
of things was very bad. He knew of 
places which were well provided with rail- 
way communication, and contained a 
large population,where the postal arrange- 
ments were very far fiom what they ought 
be. He had drawn attention to this 
matter repeatedly, but his representa- 
tions had met with very meagre results. 
In many parts of the country the postal 
service arrived at a late hour in the 
morning, and the delivery took place 
at from half-past three to half-past 
four. Of course that did not affect the 
people who were able to keep carriages 
and servants, and could send for 
their letters; but the poorer people, 
the farmers and small traders, were 
very seriously inconvenienced by the 
want of adequate postal facilities. 
There were manv farmers in the country 
who were seriously hampered in carrying 
on their business owing to their letters 
arriving after they had gone to the 
market, or to the neighbouring towns on 
business. They found on their return 
that their letters had arrived, but the 
post had left, and it was next morning 
before they were able to reply to their 
communications. Of course, the Post- 
master-General had great difficulties to 
face but he submitted that in many cases 
a great improvement might be effected by 
a re-arrangement of postal facilities. In 
certain districts local circumstances had 
altered. New railways had come into 
existence, and it would be quite easy 
by an alteration of the postal centres 
to afford the facilities asked for. He 
did not suggest that there should te the 
same number of deliveries as in the 
towns but he submitted that there 
should be an arrival of letters early in 
the morning and a collection late in the 
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evening. At present a man in Man- | 
chester who spent 1d. on a letter got all the | 
facilities he could desire, and an adequate | 
return for the expenditure, but in the | 
country districts a man did not get the | 
same value for 1d. spent on a letter. He | 
did not ask the Postmaster-General to say | 
anything on the subject that day, but he | 
asked him to give his earnest attention to | 
this question so that all these difficulties | 
might be overcome. 


'last Parliament there 


*:Mr. SEDDON (Lancashire, Newton) | 
said he wished to express his thanks to the 
Postmaster-General for his remarks with | 
reference to the Post Office employees. 
The attitude of the right hon. Gentleman 
was not only the correct one, but stood | 
outin strong relief against that of his pre- 
decessor. Personally he did not share the 
regret expressed that the late Postmaster- 
General was not present to criticise or to 
commend the statement for the current 
year. He had no desire to see that 
Gentleman in the House, and he did not 
regret the small part he had played, in 
trying to keep him out. He did not think 
it was in the interests of the public 
service for any paid official, even a 
Cabinet Minister, to describe a section of 
the community as blood suckers and | 
blackmailers. Until he had _ learned 
better manners he hoped the right hon. 
Gentleman would keep out of the House. 
He noticed that £580,000 was paid last 
year to contractors for carrying the 
mails by road, and he was told that in 
these cases the Post Office did not own the | 
vans or have any control over the men. , 
The result was that the men were paid | 
low wages and worked long hours under 
unsatisfactory conditions. In the Post | 
Office it had been demonstrated beyond | 
all doubt that the employment of direct | 
labour was efficient, economical, and in | 
the public interest. Yet there was this | 
enormous amount paid to contractors. 
Electric traction had passed out of the | 
experimental stage, and the money now | 
paid to contractors would pay three | 
per cent. on something like £20,000,000. | 
Surely this was a favourable opportunity | 
for encouraging British industries by | 
setting up a great motor carriage service | 
to be worked by the Post Office. The | 
Post Office was now sympathetic towards | 
direct labour employment. He appealed | 
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to the right hon. Gentleman to extend the 
operation of the principle and to secure 
the employment by the Post Office of as 
much direct labour as was_ possible. 
That would be, he held, an economy to the 
nation and a benefit to the workmen en- 
gaged. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER said there 
were two Reports to which he wished 
to refer for a few moments. In the 
was a consider- 
able body of opinion, on both sides 


| of the House, as to the action of postal 
| servants in bringing pressure to bear 
'on Members of Parliament in reg-rd to 
their grievances. 


In order to prevent 
of that pressure he 
of a per- 
manent Commission, which should from 
time to time survey the changed 
conditions of industrial life and the 
alterations in its standards in regard 
to wages and living. The Commission 
should deal not only with the Post Office 
or any other Department but with the 
conditions prevailing in every Department 
contrasted with those existing in civil 
life. It was true that at the present time 
a Committee had been appointed to in- 
quire into this question as it affected the 
grievances of postal servants, but he 
regretted that the late Postmaster- 


the recurrence 


' General did not appoint, as he might 


have done, a permanent Commission 
which, if its constitution was satisfactory, 
he believed would have the support and 
confidence of both Parties. It should 
be representative of labour as well as of 
the other wide interests concerned. He 
appealed to the present Postmaster- 
General to take into consideration the 
question of bringing before Parliament 
the desirability of appointing a permanent 
Commission to deal with wages and 
conditions of service of Civil servants not 


only in the Post Office but in all Depart- 


ments of State He thought that would 
satisfy the minds of those who were 
uneasy and alarmed about these griev- 
ances. The Postmaster- General had 
given promises n egard to some 
reforms which had been ‘pressed upon 
him by a great many Members foffthe 
House of Commons, but he had not given 
any definite pledge as to the reductionjof 
the posta! rates between this countryjand 
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Canada. Last year a deputation con-| thought it ought to be done. A six- 
sisting of twenty-one Members of Parlia-| penny monthly English magazine cost 
ment waited upon the late Postmaster | 9s. 6d. a year in Canada, whereas an 
General and begged him to init‘ate a| American magazine only cost 6s. 6d, 
reform which would give to Canada that | That was a differential rate which 
consideration to which she was entitled | effectually excluded English magazines 
in regard to this very serious matter. | and literature from Canada, except 
The question had not been discussed for | English magazines which were imported 
two or three years, and it was well worth | in bulk into the United States at a cost 
going over the ground which had been | of 8s. per hundred pounds or about a 
traversed before, in order that a new | penny a pound. When these magazines 
House of Commons might understand | arrived in America, however, they had 
the position. He was quite sure that | added to them about a hundred or a 
there was not a Member of the House | hundred and fifty pages of American 
who did not desire the closest and most | advertisements. All this had a tendency 
sympathetic relations between this} to diminish the commercial interchange 
country and the Colonies, and he was | which should go on between this country 
sure that there was no one who would | and Canada, and to decrease the out- 
not give reciprocal relations which did | put of the industrial centres of this 
not involve any change in our fiscal| country. At present the Nineteenth 
system. He had nothing to do with | Century, weighing ten or twelve ounces, 
the fiscal system of this country in| cost 443d. to send from London to 
regard to this question, and therefore he | Liverpool, whereas the quarterly issue 
claimed the sympathy of h’s hon. friends | of the Gentlewoman or of The Drapers’ 
opposite. At the present time periodicals | Record, weighing two and a half pounds 
and magazines going from this country | and containing 130 pages of advertise- 
to Canada had to be paid for at the rate | nfents, and sixty-four pages partly ad- 
of 4d. a pound, whereas periodicals | vertisement and partly reading matter 
going from the United States to Canada | went through the post from London to 
were paid for at the rate of a_half-| Liverpool for a halfpenny. He called 
penny a pound That being so, anyone | the system a stupid one, but when he put 
interested in the industria! developement | the matter before the late Postmaster- 
of this country and the developement of | General almost a couple of years ago 
trade between ourselves and our Colonies | the right hon. Gentleman said that the 
must realise what a serious condition of | publishers of certain publications took 
things this was, because a magazine | advantage of the Post Office Act, and 
coming from the United States was filled,/ so brought about the anomalies of 
and purposely filled, with advertisements which he complained. Of course if a 
of American goods. Another serious | proposal was made to remove anomalies 
thing was that there were fifty-five | of this kind it would receive opposition on 
periodicals published in America to | the part of the owners of these huge and 
one published in Canada. Therefore, successful newspapers which went by 
Canada was swamped with Ameri-| post for a halfpenny. If the rates on 
can literature which represented the | magazines like the Nineteenth Century 
commercial and social life of the | and the Contemporary were lowered, a 
United States and dealt with the) better class of reading matter would be 
attitude of Canada as a Colony) provided. During the last few years 
towards this country. This constant | there had been a tendency to lower the 
influx of American literature and its in- | taste of the public by cheap newspapers 
fluence in Canada tended to devitalise and literature, and it was desirable that 
the loyalty of the Colony. That process | the movement in that direction should 
had been going on year after vear, and if | not be encouraged. He knewthat the right 
they could devise a reform of the Postal | hon. Gentleman was sympathetic in this 
Department—which was the milch cow | matter. Canada had shown its willing- 
of the Government far more than any | ness to meet this country by stating that 
other Department—without any undue | they would lower the rate with regard 
pressure upon the resources at the dis-| to magazines and periodicals by a 
posal of the right hon. Gentleman, he! farthing, and they were making that 


Sir Gilbert Parker. 
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X* concession upon international grounds. | these Estimates could not be entered into * 
rst Canada, therefore, was trying to find a| now because the Committee which was 
in way out of the difficulty, and he hoped | considering them had not concluded its 
d, that the proposals which the right hon. deliberations. But there was one question, 
ch Gentleman had made to the Government eg: was not under ee of 
e3 of that country were not of a nature | the Committee, to which he desired to 
ot which demanded too large a. sacrifice. refer. It was the question of the wages and 
ad Successive Postmasters - Generals had | COnditionsofservice ofthe mail vandrivers. 
st always, with the whip of the Treasury He had always held that the conditions 
3 snapped over their heads, opposed re- of service of these men and the wages they 
es forms which, when initiated, brought | pe ngs —_— le a 
ud grist to the Treasury. So far as the | ¢, ; ms i Ma 
‘. telegraph department was concerned | Committee a typical case. A mail van 
i i. an web prepared to offer any | driver started out at 6 a.m., worked till 
ci P y 7 | : at 9 r 
y opinion. In view of the facts he had | a ioe nig semen 5 = sh off 
re endeavoured to put before the Committee, | 2% *V P-™. Tor a wage Of vs. Ud. a day. 
v and in view of the fact that there was a Pees : 2 F 
f. large body of opinion on both sides of | MR. SYDNEY oo : What is 
is the House in its favour, he thought the | the name of the contractor 
h reply of the Postmaster-General with | sealant = ; 
, regard to Canada was most unsatisfactory. | ae A pita epitope ape ned 
‘anal . . ® . 7 oly e s » » om 
° one oe — for ee But in addition to those hours, the men 
e penny on the postage rate on britis } ? ‘ “he : 
pee, eS . F a _| had to attend on Sunday to clean their 
’ magazines. She said that if we gave her | Seistan. ‘Sonieni: dagk mais tue ae 
* that reduction she would beable to purchase | ther si ra d nv sinsanieitiie Seager 
- . ‘i - - . “a . .. | 7 re e re » a - 
4 eagpien.ongeee gh emalicneys MnP hseage | tended that no one who even indirectl 
| to compete with the great incursion of |” - ; y 
3 American magazines. But beyond the | ¥@S working for the State ought to be 
r = . . ‘ e “ | sa ral » sy it] : Li i 
: Imperial influence and solidarity through- | hon. € — eh near sage . he right 
1 out the Empire which these magazines | he he 1 de noms nd — 8 ae i 
; would convey, there was the commercial | 2° 284 Getermined one contract Hecause 
t : he was not satisfied with the conditions 


a i i ee ee 


and industrial interest. He believed the 
Postmaster-General could do nothing more 


popular, so far as Canada was concerned, | 


and he believed so far as this country was 


concerned, than to adjust these anomalies | 


under which the men worked, but he 
would like to know what the right hon. 
Gentleman considered were fair and 
reasonable hours for a mail van driver, 


in connection with the inland postage, and | and what was a fair and reasonable 
= isalary. It appeared that at present the 


in adjusting them make it possible to 
reduce the rates to Canada. He relied on 


the right hon. Gentleman, first, to give the | 


Committee as soon as possible the terms 
of the negotiations into which he had 
entered with Canada ; secondly, to make 


the conditions as light as possible for her | 


to accept; and, thirdly, not to consider too 


seriously the possible loss of revenue, be- | 


cause he must remember that he did not 
get so much out of the postage as he would 
expect, as the bulk of the reading matter 
that went to Canada went by way of the 
United States, which got the bulk of the 


old Fair Wages Clause was incorporated in 
| these contracts, but that was of no use, as 
long experience had shewn. He held the 
| opinion that the Post Office ought to do 
its own cartage, but, until it did, he 
| wished to press on the Postmaster-General 
very strongly that as the Fair Wages 
Clause had proved a failure, he ought to 
adopt the practice followed in many 
casos by the London County Council 
and other local bodies, of incorporating in 
these contracts a schedule of hours and 
| wages. There was no difficulty in doing 
so. He felt very strongly upon this 


| postage. In conclusion, he appealed once | ; ies } le of th 
more to the right hon. Gentleman to | (Weston, In which the people of the 
advance this most excellent cause as| East End * London were largely 
rapidly as possible. concerned. But it was not only a 

. question of workmen ; the honour of the 
| | public and of this House was concerned. 
Mr. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal Green, | The men for whose conditions of service 





S.W.) said it was obvious that the many 
topics which were usually discussed on 


| they were responsible should not be 
i subjected to such conditions as those 
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which he had stated, In order to 
elicit a fuller statement upon this very 
important and pressing question, he 
moved to reduce the Vote by the amount 
of which he had given notice, namely 
£100. 


Civil Services and Revenue 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“ That a sum, not exceeding £10,496,641, 
be granted for the said service.”—(Mr. 
Pickersgill.) 


*LorD VALENTIA (Oxford) — con- 
gratulated the right hon. Gentleman the 
Postmaster-General upon being the first 
Minister occupying the position he held 
who had been able to see his way to 
grant a concession to his blind fellow 
countrymen, although he regretted the 
right hon. Gentleman was unable to 
state to the Committee what the con- 
cession was that he proposed to grant. 
All the Committee would share the 
sympathy exhibited by the right hon. 
Gentleman towards the blind. There 
were a great many people who did not 
realise that the blind had to suffer a 
considerable amount of hardship that 
more fortunate people had not to put up 
with, They had to pay as much rates and 
taxes as their more favoured brethren, 
but had not the opportunity of enjoying 
the amenities and advantages which those 
rates and taxes provided in the same way 
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additional 1d. was sometimes charged. 
These were instances of the expense of 
sending through the post literature 
available for the use of the blind. 
A more astonishing piece of informa- 
tion was furnished by the Secretary 
of the British and Foreign Blind 
Association who told hm that the 
weight of the Bible in a form for the 
blind was 105 lbs., and the cost of postage 
per copy £1 Os. 5d. This seemed to 
him to make it prohibitive in many cases 
for blind people, who were not very 
largely endowed with this world’s goods, 
to obtain literature of any kind through 
the post. The preferential rate given to 
newspapers was regarded with envy by 
the blind. Such papers as the Field, 
the Graphic, and the Queen were 
larger in bulk and wider than the maga- 
zine for the blind he had referred to, and 
yet they passed through the post for }d.; 
the Drapers’ Record, with 300 pages 
on one occasion, passed through the 
post for }d., although it was six times 
as large as the small magazine to which 
he had referred. He was glad to 
think that the Postmaster-General pro- 
posed to mitigate the difficulties which 
the blind suffered with regard to literature 
sent through the post. He only hoped 
the concession would be really material. 
The Postmaster-General conducted one of 
the most efficient and best equipped of 


| the Government Departments, and he was 


as those who had their sight. They had | go far happily placed that his was one of 
at great trouble, and after years of in-| the Departments which invariably swelled 


struction, been taught to read with their | the revenue instead 


hands, by a laborious but ingenious use | 
of the sense of touch, to supplement 
the sense of which they are deficient ; 
but after having been so instructed 
they found themselves still further 
handicapped by the price and the 
difficulty of getting the literature they 
required, The weight and bulk of liter- 
ature for the blind was such as to 
make the cost of postage very heavy. 
The Postmastez-General had expressed his 
sympathy with the proposal, but he 
hoped the right hon. Gentleman would 
appreciate the value of the adage 
that a little help was worth a deal of 
pity. The blind were obliged to con- 
fine themselves to such magazines as 
“ Progress,” which cost 6d.: the price of 
transraission through the post amounted 





to 3d., and for some cccult reason an 


Mr. Pickersgill. 


of depleting it as 
other Departments did. The right hon. 
Gentleman, therefore, could be liberal 
without falling foul of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, and follow the example 
of various foreign countries and British 
Colonies by allowing literature for the 
blind to pass free through the post. He 
urged the right hon. Gentleman not to 
spoil the ship for a ha’porth of tar. 
Many proposals had been made to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to make use 
of public money for the benefit of 
Members of Parliament. If the Com- 
mittee were polled to decide the question 
whother the right hon. Gentleman should 
yield to any of those proposals to grant 
free postage for the blind, he would 
guarantee the right hon. Gentleman a 
larger majority than it had ever been his 
duty to tell in favour of the Government. 











413 


*Mr. T. W. RUSSELL (Tyrone, S.) 
said he had nothing but admiration for the 
statement of the Postmaster-General, and, 
notwithstanding his right hon. friend’s 
gentle remonstrance with regard to the 
importunity of Members, he ventured to 
bring before him a grievance affecting the 
whole of the north-west of Ireland—he 
referred to the mail service between 
Ireland and England. The mail service 
proper—viz., the service via Holyhead— 
was as good as it could be. Trains 
leaving Derry in the afternoon about 
3 o'clock reached Kingston at 8 and 
London at 5.45 in the morning. But 
some time ago the merchants of Belfast 


asked for additional facilities via Green- | 


ore. After a good deal of fighting with 
the late Postmaster-General that boon 
was conceded, they securing a mail bag 
by the train leaving Belfast for Greenore. 
Of course that concession only whetted 
the appetite of the places left out. 
After another contest—he was on two 
deputations to the Postmaster-General— 
this boon was conceded to the city of 
Derry. That made the remaining places 
more clamorous. He submitted that the 
boon could be conceded to the other 
places without adding much to the cost 
and would entail absolutely no trouble to 
the Post Office officials. The train stopped 
at the stations and the postal officials 
were at the station with mails. It was a 
mystery how this could be denied. 
The invariable answer of the late Post- 
master-General was that the amount of 
correspondence would not justify the 
increased cost. There would be little or 
no increased cost ; and how did the Post 
Office know what the amount of corres- 
pondence would be before it had tried 
the experiment ? He knew of one case 
in which a firm of linen merchants would 
send twenty or thirty more letters a day 
if they had this convenience. Why 
should the Post Office proceed in this 
plecemeal fashion, and having satisfied 
Belfast and Derry and shut off 
their pressure,, leave the other three 
four towns on the route from 
Derry to Belfast to contend for 
this simple act? He had to acknow- 
ledge the exceeding courtesy of the right 
hon. Gentleman on many occasions, and 
he would now ask him to look into this 
matter afresh. It would not involve any 


or 
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extra charge on the Post Office, or any 
additional trouble. 


CotoneL LOCKWOOD (Essex, Wap- 
ping) said he was anxious to take up 
the appeal of the hon. member for Graves- 
end for a concession to Canada in the 
matter of the postage on magazines. It 
was a subject on which Canada felt very 
deeply, and he hoped the right hon. Gen- 
tleman would not merely give a sym- 
pathetic answer, but state what he was 
able to do. He looked upon the 
question not so much from the com- 
mercial point of view, though that was 
important, as from a regard for the wishes 
of Canada itself. Canada had made ve-y 
great concessions to us and would wel- 
come, no doubt, similar concessions fro n 
this side of the water. He was tired 
of hearing subjects put forward as 
being non-political, but he really 
thought that this question was non- 
political. Hon. Gentlemen. opposite 
might have different opinions as to how 
an Imperial bond should be created, 
but he was sure they would be all ready 


| to assist in pressing upon the right hon. 


Gentleman a concession of postage which 
would assist high-class magazines from 
this country to be spread throughout 
Canada. Then there was the question 
of mail carts raised by the hon. Member 
for Bethnal Green. He was not prepared 
to go into the question of the wages of 
the drivers, though he was inclined to 
think they were underpaid. Nor was he 
inclined to go so far as to suggest the 
impropriety of not having a State service 
of mail drivers. But he did hope the 
right hon. Gentleman would go into the 
whole question. Not only were the mail 
drivers paid as low as possible, but the 
animals they drove were of the worst 
possible kind, and a great deal of cruelty 
was shown in the class of animal that was 
placed between the shafts and the way 
in which it was driven. He was more in- 
clined on this occasion to plead for the 
animals than for the men, for he was sure 
other hon. Members would look after the 
men but might be apt to forget the horses. 
Motor traction might be usefully em- 
ployed to the great saving of the horses 
and men and time, and the greater con- 
venience of the rural districts. The 
motor vans now used in London could be 
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used also in the country districts with 
advantage. With regard to vaccination 
he thought the Postmaster-General was 
right in refusing to relax his rules. He 
heard with satisfaction that the guarantee 
in rural districts for post-offices was 
about to be reduced to one-third instead 
of one-half. That was a valuable con- 
cession, and one which would be a great 
benefit in the rural districts where the 
advantages of telegraphy were beginning 
to be more highly appreciated. He 
would also like to know how the employ- 
ment of old soldiers as rural postmen was 
going on. Were such appointments on 
the increase or on the decrease? Had 
these old soldiers proved good servants, 
and had the new system of granting 
characters instituted a short time ago 
proved a success? He was painfully 
aware that in the old days the old system 
of characters was liable to abuse. Since 
that system had been abolished he knew 
of many good men who were out of em- 
ployment, and he was naturally anxious 
that they should receive some considera- 
tion for the hardships they had undergone 
in their country’s service. He would 
sooner have seen the 2s. and the 2s. 6d. 


postal orders left untouched, and the | 


wages of the rural postmen increased. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: That 
matter, of course, 1s before the Com- 
mittee. 


CotoneL LOCKWOOD said _ that 
perhaps when the matter came up in a 
concrete form the right hon. Gentleman 
would see what could be done to assist 
the rural postmen, rural postmasters, sub- 
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employees he had referred to were ex- 
tremely scantily paid. If he would also 
make some announcement in regard to 
Canada he would confer a great boon 
upon that Colony, and also upon the 
people of this country. 


*Mr. CATHCART WASON (Orkney 
and Shetland) said he quite agreed with 
the sentiments expressed by the right 
hon. and gallant Member for the Epping 
Division in regard to sub-postmasters, 
postmasters and _ postmistresses. Fe 
knew the case of three young men in 
his district, one of whom had to travel 
nine miles out and back for ls. 6d.; 
another travelled seventeen miles out 
and back for 2s. ; and the third seventeen 
miles out and back for ls. 9d. Those 
were entirely inadequate rates of pay, 
and while it might be perfectly true 
that men could be readily obtained, that 
was no reason why the Post Office should 
not pay more. They ought to see that 
a fair rate of wages was paid and set a 
good example as model employers. 
Many grievances had been put for- 
ward by hon. Members, but they all 
sank into insignificance beside the 
grievances of his constituency, which 
had been absolutely neglected under the 
new scheme. When he listened to the 


/speech of the Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer who spoke of the large sums of 


/money which were going to be devoted 


to securing that every district should have 


| at least three deliveries a week, he felt 
| exhilarated, because he thought at last a 


postmasters, and sub-postmistresses in | 


the small country villages, who had such 
hard and responsible duties to perform,and 
whose remuneration was extremely small. 
No doubt the right hon. Gentleman would 


tell them that there were numerous ap- | 


plications for any of these positions under 
the Post Office, and that if there happened 
to be a sub-post office vacant he was 
overwhelmed with applications. That, 


however, did not affect the question that | 


if a person did a certain amount of 
responsible work he should be paid a wage 
commensurate with that work. That, 
was the opinion of the majority in this 
House, and he hoped the right hon. Gentle- 
man would remember that the class of 
Colonel Lockwood. 
* 





brighter day was dawning in the north 
country. But those hopes which had 
arisen in his mind and in his constituency 
had all been dashed to the ground; 
they were as badly off as ever, and it 
now appeared that there was not the 
slightest idea of giving his constituency 
any portion of this large sum of money 
for postal reforms. At present the 
county of Shetland had only one direct 
mail a week, and he hoped the right 
hon. Gentleman would try to do some- 
thing in the direction of remedying that 
injustice. The Post Office paid a large 
sum for their mail service, but he did 
not think that adequate steps had ever 
been taken to find out whether better 
value could not be got for their money 
than they were getting at the “present 
time. There was only one direct mail 
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service a week for the whole county of | parts were entitled to far more considera 


two direct mails a week all the year 
round, and that they could not get. 
The county of Orkney had also its 
special grievance. The mail leaving 
London at 8 p.m., Inverness at 
9.30 a.m., was due at Thurso at 3.30 p.m., 
and should arrive at Scapa, Kirkwall, 
before 8 p.m. 
instead of arriving at 8 o'clock at 
night did not arrive until 11 o’clock, 
or sometimes later. In order to 
suit the convenience of the railway 
companies the right hon. Gentleman 
allowed the mails for a whole county to 
dawdle along at the sweet will of the 
railway companies. The Postmaster- 
General ought to take the railway com- 
panies by the throat, and let them know 
plainly that the Government would not 
allow them to treat thus not only the 
mail of the entire county of Orkney, but 
the mail of the greater portion of the 
county of Caithness. There had been in 
the past an unjustifiable detention of the 
steamer at Aithhole to pick up or drop the 
Laidlaw Factor or some shooting tenant. 
This privilege had been so abused that it 
had often caused great inconvenience. 
The predecessor of the right hon. Gentle- 
man gave a pledge that this kind of thing 
would not be permitted to go on, and he 
hoped the Postmaster-General would see 
that that pledge was carried out to the 
effect that the mail steamer should not 
stop if it would cause delay of over ten 
minutes. 


Another grievance to which he desired 
to call the attention of the mght hon. 
Gentleman had reference to the delivery 
of mails from Kirkwall to the North 
Isles. The straightforward and the 
cheapest plan would be to start at one 
point one day and to travel all that day 
until the destination was reached, and to 
return on the following day. The people 
in the districts served were perfectly 
satisfied that could be done. He ad- 
mitted that the Post Office was paying a 
very large sum for the Orkney and 
Shetland service, but at the same 
time he maintained that where the 
public interest was concerned, all other 
considerations should be put aside at once. 
These matters were eally of vast import- 
ance to a considerable section of the com- 
munity. The people who lived in distant 


'in the suburbs of London. 


Frequently the mails, 


Shetland. They were only asking for tion at the hands of the Postmaster- 


General than those who lived merely 
Referring to 
the delivery of mails on Sunday 
in Scotland, he said he was. sure 
the Postmaster-General knew that the 
Scottish people were nothing if not 
Sabbatarians. He thought a considerable 
sum of money could be saved by discon- 
tinuing certain mail cart and _ foot 
services which were provided at present 
all over Scotland on Sunday, only for 
the purpose of delivering a few letters 
which might very w ll be delivered on 
Monday. Where he lived in Ayrshire 
mails were driven over sixty miles out 
and home. [An Hon. Member: With one 
horse ?] With one horse, but changed 
at stages. This was not a question of 
horseflesh, but a question of breaking the 
Sabbath day and the incurring of un- 
necessary cost. If the right hon. Gentle- 
man would put a stop to these Sunday 
deliveries he would do much to commend 
himself in the eyes of religious Scotland. 


Sr A. ACLAND-HOOD (Somerset- 
shire, Wellington) said he sympathised 
with the remarks of the hon. Member for 
Orkney and Shetland, but perhaps he 
would be surprised to hear that some 
people who lived in Somersetshire, 
within 160 miles of London, were in 
the same position as those in the 
northern islands in respect to postal 
facilities. The case had been brought 


‘before the Post Office for many years, 


but little or no improvement had been 
made. Some of the farmers had their 
letters delivered four days a_ week, 
others three days a week, and others only 
two days a week. The hardship of this 
condition of affairs arose in this way. 
Most of these people tried to make a 
living by selling poultry, eggs, butter, 
and cream, and it was obvious that unless 
they could rely on getting orders in time 
they could not properly carry on their 
trade. Another way of living was by 
letting lodgings in the summer months, 
and in these days unless business men 
could get their letters and newspapers 
every morning they would not take the 
lodgings. The result was a serious loss 
of income to a certain number of his 
constituents. Another disadvantage was 
that stockbuyers who sent letters 
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intimating their intention to visit farmers 
sometimes arrived before the letters were 
delivered. It might happen that the 
farmers had to send some miles off for 
the stock. He hoped the Postmaster- 
General would look into the matter. He 
knew the old argument was that such 
a service would not pay, but no one could 
say that it would not pay until it was 
tried. He had never agreed with the 
Post Office opinion that all services should 
bring an immediate profit to the State. 
The farmers and small traders paid rates 
and taxes, and they were quite as much 
entitled to a daily delivery of letters as 
the richer people who lived in other dis- 
tricts. 


*Mr. MORTON (Sutherlandshire) asked 


who gave the instructions to the 
British representatives at the recent 
Postal Conference at Rome. These 


matters apparently were settled by the 
officials. He believed he was right in say- 
ing that the Postmaster-General was in 
favour of universal penny postage, but 
unfortunately the right hon. Gentleman 
had not much to:say in the matter. It 
was a well known fact that the Post 
Office permanent officials were always 
against reform of any sort whatever. 
Every improvement in the postal system 
of this country for the last hundred years, 
including penny postage, had had to be 
forced on the officials from the outside. 
To-day the Committee were told that the 
adoption of universal penny postage 
would mean a loss of £500,000. The hon. 
Member for Canterbury calculated that 
the loss would be £125,000 for the first 
vear. He would sooner take the hon. 
Member’s calculation than that of the Post 
Office officials, because he had been right 
throughout and they had been wrong. 
So far as was known not a single shilling 
had been lost through the adoption of 
Imperial penny postage. Before our 
representatives were sent to Rome the 
opinion of this House should have been 
consulted on the question of universal 
penny postage. The proposal at the 
Conference in favour of universal penny 
postage was supported by the representa- 
tives of New Zealand and the United 
States but opposed by this country. He 
knew that the Postmaster-General had 
said that our representatives did not 
vote. They withdrew and he was rather 


Sir A. Acland-Hood. 
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ashamed of them for having done so. 
He should have liked to have seen this 
country taking a leading part in bring- 
ing about this reform for the welfare of 
the people, for there was no doubt that 
the extension of postal facilities tended 
to good feeling throughout the world, 
There was something in the newspapers 
about reducing the postage from 24d. to 
2d., and he understood that the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had provided for that 
loss in the Budget Estimates of this. 
year. What was the Postmaster-General 
going to do with that money? What 
he wanted was reforms for the benefit 
of the people of this country. He did 
not think there was very much in the 
complaint about the Canadians having 
American magazines, He had lived on 
the American continent for ten years, and 
he found that the American magazines 
were better than the English. [‘‘ Oh, 
oh!” ] Hon. Gentlemen shook their 
heads, but probably there was not much 
more in their heads than in some of the 
English magazines. [“‘ Oh!’’] He insisted 
that a very large number of American 
magazines were superior to the English 
magazines. Canadians preferred to read 
the American magazines rather than some 
of those produced here. He wanted to 
call attention to the sweating that 
was going on in the making of the 
uniforms for the men in the postal 
service. For instance, the contractors 
in the East End of London paid only 
63d. for making a pair of trousers. 
The middlemen were making a huge 
profit while the poor wretches who made 
the trousers were starving. He advocated 
that the uniforms should be made in 
Government factories so as to ensure that 
the real workers were paid a proper wage. 
Something had been said about intro- 
ducing politics into the Post Office. When 
their friends on the Opposition Benches 
were in office they packed all these 
billets with Tory officials, and the result 
was that they could not get any re- 
form. 


Sir FREDERICK BANBURY (City 
of London) asked if it was in order 
to accuse a Government of packing offices 
with their friends. i 


THe CHAIRMAN thought that the 
remark of the hon. Gentleman might 
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cause unnecessary pain, and that it was | 
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consideration of his right hon. friend, and 


| that he had not yet given a final answer. 


It was their duty to consider the people 


*Mr. MORTON said that at the sugges- 
tion of the Chairman he would withdraw 
the remark, and there was an end of it; 
but he was not surprised that his friends 
opposite were angry about it, their 
consciences pricked them. He com- 
plained that postal and telegraphic facili- 
ties in Sutherlandshire were incomplete ; 
some places in that county were 
twenty miles from a telegraph office, 
and there were parts of the district 
where there was only one delivery of 
letters in the week. That meant that 
the people could not do their business 
properly. Moreover, he wanted to know 
whether the promise of the Prime Minister 
in regard to colonising our own country 
was to be carried out. He was afraid that 
nobody in Downing Street, in spite of 
that promise, knew anything about. 
colonising. He himself had lived for ten 
years in the Colonies, and he could | 
assure the Committee that never yet 
had Downing Street been able to govern 
a Colony properly. The Colonies only 
succeeded when they were granted the 
rights of self-government. That was why 
Canada was making such leaps and 
bounds in the way of progress. What the 
Colonies got was railway communica- 
tion, postal and telegraphic facilities in 
order that the settlers might obtain the | 
latest information as regarded prices 
for their produce. However, what he 
wanted to press was that the Prime 
Minister should carry out his promise 
that we should colonise our own country. 
There was room in Sutherlandshire for a 
further population of 50,000 people. One 
of the difficulties in Sutherlandshire 
was that, except on the east coast, there 
was no railway communication, and his 
right hon. friend the Postmaster-General 
had not only neglected to, but had refused 
to give further Post Office facilities in 
his constituency. This was a serious. 
matter to those farmers, crofters and 
fishermen who were struggling to get. 
a living. Sutherlandshire had a right | 
to have its reasonable demands in 
regard to postal facilities acceded to. 
There was mismanagement with regard 
to sending the mails by the new motor 


cars from Lairg to Lochinoh. He under- | 


stood that that matter was still under the 


who resided in Great Britain and Ireland 
and to endeavour to make them self- 
supporting and not to waste millions on 
wars and rumours of wars. 


Sirk FREDERICK BANBURY said 
they had had a most interesting dis- 
cussion as to the necessity of pro- 
viding further postal facilities. In 
regard to that subject he was sure that 
he never thought that he would be 
standing there, if the Postmaster-General 
would allow him, to take the pa-t 
of that right hon. Gentleman. It must 
be remembered that although there was. 
a large profit on the Post Office Depart- 
ment, that profit went to defray State 
expenses, and if the Post Office gave the 
facilitie: which hon Gentlemen were 
asking for they were only tak-ng the 
money out of one pocket to put it int> 
another, because if the money was spent 


in the way asked fo: the result 
would be that taxation would have 
to be increased. It was on_ that 


ground that, if he would allow him, he 
wished to say a few words on behalf of 
the right hon. Gentleman. It had been 
said that this was not a Party question,. 
and he agreed. It was not a Party 
question, but a question of business. An 
hon. Member had alluded to the fact 
that something like half a million of 
money appeared in these Estimates 
for the conveyance of mails upon the 
roads and had said that that repre- 
sented about 3 per cent. interest on 
£20,000,000 of capital. He gathered, 
however, from the hon. Member’s speech 
that he desired that a large sum of money 
should be spent upon electric traction 
without incurring any additional cost. 
He would point out that a considerable 
portion of this money was spent in con- 
veying mails in the country, and that it 
would be impossible on country roads to 


provide electric traction. No doubt 
motor traction could be provided, 
but he had no doubt that that 


would be much more expensive than 
the present system. This was a ques- 


'tion which had been exercising the 


minds of the great railway companies in 
England, who were endeavouring to see 


‘if they could not do away with horse and 
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substitute motor traction. The Midland’ 
Railway Company had instituted a few 
motor traction cars, and the right hon. 
Gentleman was himself making an 
experiment in regard to a few vehicles of 
the same class. For himself, he should 
like to see a system of motor traction 
instituted, but it must be remembered 
that as far as the conveyance of goods 
and parcels was concerned, motor traction 
was in its infancy, and experience tended 
to show that while, where they could find 
a large quantity of heavy goods on a 
particular road motor traction could be 
made profitable, where the number of 
parcels was small motor traction was very 
much more expensive than horse traction. 
As far as the Postmaster-General was 
concerned he thought the right hon. 
Gentleman had done well to institute in a 
small degree experiments in motor trac- 
tion without committing himself to a 
large expenditure in that direction. 
His right hon. friend the Member 
for the Epping Division had alluded to 
the condition of the horses in the mail 
carts; and here again he felt com- 
pelled to take the part of the Postmaster- | 
General. The condition of the horses in 
the mail vans was a few years ago ex-| 
tremely bad, and he had the honour of 
making an inspection of them at the: 
request of the late Postmaster-General. 
He thought the result was a considerable 
improvement of the horses and that) 
that improvement had been maintained 
since. If the right hon. Gentleman the 
present Postmaster-General asked him to 
perform a similar office he would be glad 
to carry it out again. As to wireles 

telegraphy he could not say whether it. 
would be a commercial success, but up to, 
the present moment it had not been, | 
although the experiments had _ been 
interesting. The right hon. Gentleman, 
had not mentioned what the loss would, 
be in regard to his reductions in the 
charges on postal orders. He should like 
to know the amount. As to the ap- 
pointment of a Committee of the House 
with regard to the wages of Post Office, 
employees he did not propose to go into 
that question as the Committee was still 
itting. He himself had had rather a) 
curious experience in regard to this ques- | 
tion in the course of his contest at Peck- 
ham. It had, however, nothing to do 
with his candidature or anything of that’ 


Sir Frederick Banbury. 


{COMMONS} 
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sort. He had a discussion with a post- 
man who was exceedingly frank in stating 
his views, and he did not, afte: listening to 
those views, quite agree with the appoint- 
ment of this Committee. That postman 
was under the impression that the only 
way in which he could get his salary in- 
creased—he did not blame him, human 
nature being what it was: he said 
that the only thing that concerned him 
was to get a rise in his wages—but he was 
under the impression that the only way 
to get that rise was to get his Member 
to vote for this Committee of Inquiry. 
For himself ke had always refused 
to give any pledges to do that sort of 
thing, because it put Members in a very 
awkward position. If the Committee 
did not recommend or the House did 
not agree to arise in wages there. would 
be a good deal of disappointment, to say 
nothing of the pressure which would 
once again be brought to bear upon 
Members of Parliament by Post Office 
employees. [LaBour cries of “ Why 
not?”’] He thought there was a very 
excellent reason against it. If the 
Committee were going to say that 
the whole of the Civili servic were 
to use their votes to make Mem- 
bers vote for an increase of their 
salaries, he thought they were entering 
upon a very dangerous course. He 
remembered a brilliant speech by the 
late Sir William Harcourt, in which 
that right hon. Gentleman said he 
hoped both side would resist any such 
pressure, and he regretted to hear that 
any hon. Member thought otherwise. 
Another point was that if they granted 
a large increase of salaries, a large number 
of taxpayers would resist because money 
would be taken out of their pockets 
and put into those of others, when they 
were not in a much better position, if 
any, than the recipients of the in- 
creased wages. The hon. Member for 
Canterbury was very wise in calling 
attention to the losses on the telegraph 
service, and he hoped it would be a 
warning to the right hon. Gentleman 
not to accede to the demand of the 
hon. Member for Sutherlandshire to 
give him further telegraphic facilities 
in the county he represented. He 
could not know what the cost would 
be until he had tried the changes. 
There was not the slightest doubt that 
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the reduction of telegraphic charges 
had caused loss, although when the 


reduction was made it was expected to 
be profitable. The reduction having 
been made, however, it was difficult to go 
back to the old charge, and he thought 
the right hon. Gentleman would find that 
to be the case if he made the reductions 
now suggested. He had only one other 
point to which he wished to allude, and 
that was with regard to the medical 
officers. He found on page 68 of the 
Estimates that certain salaries were 
given to medical officers, and on page 82 
that a payment was made to them of 
83. 6d. per head. Those payments 
altogether amounted to £720. What he 
wished to know was whether the payment 
of 8s. 6d. per head was in addition to the 
salary. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: No, the two 
things are quite separate. 


Sir FREDERICK BANBURY said 
he was glad to hear it. He would 
conclude by hoping that the right hon. 
Gentleman would be a little stiff with 
regard to the concessions that had been 


asked for. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON assured 
the hon. Member for Sutherlandshire 
and the hon. Member for Orkney and 
Shetland that he was quite as much 
alive as they were to the importance 
of increased postal and telegraphic facili- 
ties in the distant parts to which they had 
alluded. It was not a question of profit. 
On the contrary, there was always a loss 
on the postal facilities to these distant 
parts, and the question that must arise 
in regard to all those . special cases 
was whether the increased burden 
was justified. Upon the general question, 
he hoped the postal reforms to which he 
had referred in his opening statement 
would be of great profit to the country. 
He assured the hon. Member for Suther- 
land that he was carefully considering 
the proposals he had brought before him. 
With regard to the question of motors, 
the postal authorities already made 
some use of motors, and they were 
at the present time in negotiation 
for a more extended use, and intended 
to use them to the utmost extent 
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on the main posts. And, of course, any 
advantage that accrued to the main 
posts from their use must accrue to the 
branch posts. He thought the hon. 
Member for Orkney and Shetland had 
rather exaggerated the conditions which 
obtained in the postal service to those 
districts, because there were already 
three deliveries a week in the winter, 
and five in the summer. 


Mr. CATHCART WASON : Not in the 
ordinary sense of a delivery every other 
day. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON said he 
understood that the hon. Member pro- 
posed to bring a deputation to him and he 
would be glad to go into the details then. 
The right hon. Member for the Welling- 
ton Division of Somerset mentioned the 
case of Exbourne. If the right hon. 
Member would draw his special attention 
to the conditions prevailing in that 
particular district he would do his best 
to meet his view, and he hoped under 
the new arrangements he would be able 
to do so. If the hon. Member for 
South Tyrone could suggest, as he had 
intimated, immense improvements in 
the postal service at no cost at all he 
should be delighted to meet him in any 
suggestions he had to make. 


The hon. Member for Sleaford had 
referred to the question of vaccination. 
All he could sayin reply was that, rightly or 
wrongly, the general system of the British 
Civil service was that the men engaged in 
it should be vaccinated. ii that wa 
right in regard to other Departments it 
was still more necessary and right in 
:egard to the postal service. He assumed 
that vaccination was an advantage. 
That was the basis of the system of com- 
pulsory vaccination for the Civil service. 
If that was so, it must be quite clea 
that the men in the Postal se: vice were 
the ones that ought of all others to b> 
vaccinated, as they ran greater ri:k not 
only of contracting smallpox themselves 
but of carrying the contagion among the 
public. They had to go to poor districts 
and had to handle all sorts of packages, 
and in the sorting office more men were 
employed in one room than in any other 
Department of the Civil service. Last 
year in the whole of the postal service, 
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comprising 150,000 men, there was no 
case of death or retirement caused either 
by smallpox or vaccination. The noble 
Lord the Member for Oxford had raised 
the question of reduced cost for the 
supply of literature to the blind. 


concession 
tions that would confine it to bona-fide 


cases. 


contractors’ carmen. He sympathised 


with the views expressed with regard to | 


the excessive hours of work and the 
inadequate wage paid. But the difficulty | 
im regard to contractors’ employees was | 
that it would involve an entire change in | 
the system to give direct employment and | 
necessitate large annual expenditure in | 
building and so on, and that was one 
of the matters he had not yet been 
able to give proper attention to. As_ 
regarded the question of wages under 
existing contracts, he had done his 
best, when his attention had been drawn 
to any particular case, to insist as 
far as he could upon what seemed to be 
a fair wage and fair conditions. 
would be glad to look into any specific 
case his hon. friend brought to him. The 
great difficulty was that there was no 
recognised rate of w ages. He was giving 
considerable attention to the matter. 
The deputation which he was going to | 
receive next week might be able to throw 
some light on the matter. Unfortunately, 
he was very much tied, because the con- 
tracts ranged over a very considerable 
period. That, of course, did not affect 
the fair wages clause. In any new 
contract he should certainly see that 
the proper conditions prevailed. In a 
case in which he did not think the 
employer was in a position to carry | 
out the conditions of labour he had given | 
notice to terminate the contract. He 


was endeavouring to arrive at some | 


conclusion with the Canadian Government 
as to postage of Canadian newspapers. | 
He recognised the great services rendered | 
by the hon. Member for Canterbury to | 
the cause of postal reform ; but he would | 
remind him that it was easier to devise | 
reforms than to get from the Treasury 
the money necessary to carry them out. 


Mr, Sydney Buxton, 


{COMMONS} 


Tt had | 
not yet been possible for him to decide | 
definitely the final basis upon which the | 
should be founded, but its | 
general line would be a material reduction | 
in the cost of parcels post under restric- | 


The hon. Member for Bethnal | 
Green had raised a question in respect to_ 
of the amount of money that ought to be 


‘introduced would be more useful. 
‘hon. Gentleman’s wish, however, was one 


He | 
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He believed the hon. Member for 
Sutherland thought that the whole of the 
surplus ought to be applied to Post Office 
reform, or, at all events, a large portion 
of it. 
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Mr. MORTON: I did not say that, 
but I will say it now if you like. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON said that of 
course he did not agree with his hon. friend 
on that point. He thought the revenue 
from the Post Office must be used as some 
relief to the taxpayer. The question 


given to the Postmaster-General was a 
source of perpetual difference and argu- 
ment between the two offices concerned. 
| As to the suggestion of the hon. Member for 
Canterbury that postcards should be sold 
‘for their face value, his attention was 
| directed to that matter when he con- 
‘sidered how best to dispose of the sum 
‘which the Treasury gave him on this 
occasion. To have carried out the reform 
suggested would have cost between 


| £30,000 and £40,000 a year, and he came 


to the conclusion that the reform he had 
The 


which he would like to see carried out, 
and when he got a little more money out 
of the Treasury perhaps he might be able 
to bring it about. In regard to the 
loss of articles in the post, where it 
was due to the fault of the Post 
Office he was willing to give proper 
compensation, but the  Postmaster- 
General could not be liable for any 


amount of damages where there was a 
difference of opinion in regard to the 
value of a particular article. 


An im- 
portant point which had been made and 
for which something might be said was 
that under proper conditions a letter 
| which had been posted ought to be able to 
be recalled. With regard to universal 
penny postage, it would involve an initial 
cost of £500,000 a year; and as there 
would be no profit on a foreign letter 
carried for 1d., it was impossible that any 
‘increase in correspondence should make 
up for the initial loss. The hon. Gentleman 
_had said that the loss would be £125,000 
a year, but he did not understand w here 
the hon. Gentleman got his figures from. 


Last October the hon. Member, in a 
‘letter to the 


Times, stated that the 
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cost of universal penny postage would 
be £375,000 a year. He could not see 
how the two figures could be made to 
correspond, 


*Mr. HENNIKER HEATON said the 
increase of letters accounted for it, 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON said the point 
they were discussing was the initial cost. 
However, he would not trouble the 
Committee further, only maintaining that 
the figure he gave was the correct one. 


Mr. MORTON: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman reply upon the clothing 
question. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON reminded the | 


hon. member that in his opening remarks 
he said that up to now the Postmaster- 
General had possessed no means of 
looking into the conditions of labour 
which prevailed under the contracts. 
But he had been able to appoint an 
inspector for this purpose, and he hoped 
that in future the Department would be 
in a better condition to look into and to 
control the conditions of labour under 
contracts, 


CoLonEL KENYON-SLANEY (Shrop- 
shire, Newport) urged the claims of poor 
old soldiers for employment in the Post 


Office service, and called attention to the | 


possible overburdening of rural postmen 
owing to the number of parcels containing 
agricultural and other produce that had 
to be carried. Had anything been done 
in the direction of getting into com- 
munication with the officers in command 
of depots and others for the purpose of 
giving employment to old soldiers, and 
had any steps been taken to increase the 
number of soldiers employed in this way ? 
He did not think there could be any more 
legitimate demand made than that these 
positions should be made available to old 
soldiers and sailors. [Why ?”] It was his 
opinion that those who had served their 
country in the Army and Navy had a very 
strong claim for these positions. 


Mr. J. WARD : Tagree with the right 
hon. Gentleman if they are competent for 
the business they undertake. 
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CotoneL KENYON-SLANEY : Allow- 
ing that they were competent, he thought 
they had a fair claim to those positions. 
Rural postmen did not require to be 
highly educated men, and he hoped the 
right hon. Gentleman would give full 
consideration to this matter, and get in 
touch in the rural districts with those who 
were able to tell him who were the right 
men to employ. He was glad to hear 
that the right hon. Gentleman had given 
increased facilities for the carrying of 
agricultural produce. He did not in the 
least wish to minimise the value of that 
boon, but he was afraid that the result 
would be that the number of parcels 
piled upon the back and shoulders of the 
rural postmen, who often had to go across 
fields and cross roads, would be 
enormously increased. Those who saw 
the rural postmen labouring under all 
these difficulties must feel with him that 
there ought to be some limit. He hoped 
some means would be found by which 
these men would be relieved, as it was not 
fair that in consequence of this change 
there should be put upon these men a 
burden which they could not reasonably 
be expected to carry. He hoped the 
right hon. Gentleman would give his 
attention to this matter. 





Mr. AINSWORTH (Argyllshire) said 
that the proposed increase in the number 
of deliveries of letters to private houses 
in the Highlands, where the houses were 
extremely scattered, might involve a very 
large expenditure. He thought it would 





| be of much greater benefit to the district 
|to give a better mail service than an 
| increase in the deliveries of letters. He 
| desired to thank the Postmaster-General 
| for the enormous boon he had conferred 
| upon the West Coast by enabling them 
to have the London mail earlier. 


Mr. CHARLES DEVLIN (Galway) 
said that if there was any Government De- 
partment in which good service should be 
extended to the people it was the Post 
Office. He was glad to hear from the 
Postmaster-General that he had been 
successful in getting back from the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer a reasonable 
proportion of the profits of the Post Office, 
and he hoped a fair share of that money 
| would reach Ireland. He regretted that 
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he could not agree with some of the con- | 
clusions of the hon. Member for Suther- | 


land, who found fault generally with the 
Post Office service, which he said con- 
trasted very unfavourably with the 
service he had seen in the Colonies. He 


{COMMONS} 


| 
| 


could not agree with that contention. | 


The telegraph service in this country 
was at the disposa’ of the Government 
and the telephone system was also largely 
controlled by them, whereas in Canada 
both telegraphs and telephones belonged 
to companies which were in no way con- 
trolled by the Government, nor were 
they established on so good a basis as in 
this country. In Canada their letters 
were not brought to the doors, and in 
many respects comparisons were odious. 
With regard to the charge of filling the 


Department with the friends of poli-| 
ticians, that kind of thing existed toa 


certain extent everywhere. Unfortunately, 
it existed in Ireland, and many of those 
in charge of the administration of post 
offices in Ireland neither belonged to 


Ireland nor understood the postal 
wants of the country. He hoped the 
right hon. Gentleman would make 


some statement in regard to the repre- | 


sentations which had been made to him 
in relation to Canada. He did not agree 
with the statement that the magazines 
and publications of this country were 
inferior to those of the United States; 
he thought they were of just as 
high an order as those published in 
America. The fact was that a demand 
had been made throughout Canada 
and other portions of the Empire for 
better facilities to obtain those publica- 
tions, in order that they might be placed 
within the reach of Canadians. That 
request had not only come from the Press 
of Canada, and the large body of readers 
in that Colony, but it had formed the 
subject of a very important debate in 
the Canadian Senate, during which it 
was supported ‘by prominent members 
of the Canadian Government and the 
Opposition. A Resolution in this direc- 
tion was passed by the Canadian Govern- 
ment and forwarded to the Postmaster- 
General of the late Government. He 
knew that there was a strong feeling in 
Canada upon the subject. He took 
exception to the statement of the 
Postmaster-General that Irish Members 


Mr. Charles Devlin. 
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ought to be grateful for all he had done for 
Ireland by the extension of the telephone. 
Year in and year out he had asked the 
Post Office to extend the telephone: 
system from Dublin to Galway, and 
nothing had been done; but now that 
the Postmaster-General was rich enough 
to give so many millions to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer he hoped a telephonic 
trunk line between the extreme east and 
west of Ireland would be established. 
Representations had been made to the 
Postmaster-General by leading bodies in 
Dublin and Galway in favour of the 
establishment of the telephone system 
between the two cities. He wished to 
remind the right hon. Gentleman of a 
subject which was brought before him 
some months ago in the form of a 
Question, namely, the manufacture of 
postmen’s clothes. The contracts for 
clothing were not at that time given 
so freely and extensively in Ireland 
as they might have been. While he 
did not object to employment being 
given in this country, he did object to the 
means of livelihood being taken away 
from a considerable section of the Trish 
population. The figures which had 
been placed before the House showed 
that the people were going away from 
Ireland in considerable numbers because 
they could not find employment. By 
placing more contracts in Ireland for 
clothing, the Postmaster-General could 
not only do good work for the people 
there, but obtain for the Department the 
very articles which were required. The 
right hon. Gentleman told him that a little 
contract had been given, but he himself 
thought more might have been done in 
this direction. Referring to the despatch 
of letters to New York by the mail leaving 
at the middle of the week, he said that on 
Wednesday he posted a letter for America, 
believing that it was in time for the mail. 
In order to be sure he asked the post- 
master whether it was in time, and he 
discovered that it was not. One could 
never be sure as to the departure of mails 
for the United States and Canada on 
Wednesday, there being no fixed and 
regular hour of closing. He understood 
that the inconvenience of which he com- 
plained arose from the White Star line 
being unable sometimes to provide fast 
steamers, and that the Post Office was 
obliged on these occasions to send the’ 
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mails by German steamers from South- | had made a contract with the Marconi 


ampton. He asked the right hon. Gentle- | 
man to look into this matter with the | 
view of getting the White Star line to 
make their fast steamers available for the | 
carrying of the mails. | 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON, who was | 
indistinctly heard, was understood to say | 
that certain figures which he quoted were | 
not inconsistent with others which an | 
hon. Member had given. | 


| satisfied that that is not 


*Mr. ROWLANDS (Kent, Dartford) | 
‘thanked the Postmaster - General for | 
extending the telegraphic facilities in the | 
country. He stated that he was the) 
first Member of Parliament to call atten- | 
tion to the grievances of the mail-eart | 
drivers, and he had to discuss it with | 
former Postmaster-Generals. He found | 
‘that nothing much had been done. He | 
pressed upon the Postmaster - General | 
‘the importance of scheduling the hours | 
to be worked by the mail-cart drivers in | 
futurecontracts. He knew that the right | 
hon. Gentleman would find great difficulty | 
in getting anything like accurate informa. | 
‘tion as to the hours now worked by the | 
men. 


Mr. PICKERSGILL thanked the | 
Postmaster-General for his reply, and | 
asked leave to withdraw the Amendment. | 


|G. Marconi, 


Company. He found that the directors 
of that company who were going to 
protect us against foreign invasion were 
M. de Volder (President), M. Balser, 
M. de Coe Thys, M. M. Travailleur, 
A. Ochs, I, Lowr, M. 
Renouard, M. Ch. Roux, M. E. de St. 
Paul de Sincary, Eruesto M Pinto, and 
M. Nagelruackers. ' 


Mr. J. WARD: Is the hon. Member 
a Transvaal 
mining company ? 

Mr. W. RUTHERFORD: That is a 


very unseemly interruption. 


And, it being a quarter-past Eight of 
the clock, and there being Private Business 
set down, by direction of the Chairman of 
Ways and Means, under Standing Order 
No. 8, further proceeding was postponed 
without Question put. 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL (MONEY) 
BILL [By ORDER]. 


Order for consideration, as amended, 
read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill, as amended, be now 


| considered.” 


| 


Amendment by leave withdrawn. 


Original Question again proposed. 


Mr. RAWLINSON (Cambridge Uni- 


| versity) said that in moving that this Bill 


| should be considered upon that day three 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD | 


(Liverpool, West Derby) expressed | 
regret that the Postmaster - General | 
should have allowed himself to say 


of the secretary of Lloyd’s, Sir H. 
Hozier, that he issued a circular which 
was a tyavesty of the truth. Sir) 
H. Hozier was a gentleman with a 
reputation second to none in the city of 
London, and it was most unfortunate 
that the right hon. Gentleman should have 
used such strong language regarding him. 
In respect to the question of wireless 
telegraphy, he understood that the idea of | 


; | 
the Government in what they proposed to | 





months, he had no desire to interfere with 
nor had he any hostility to the muni- 
cipal enterprise of the London County 
Council. But he thought it was only 
right that, in the public interest, an 
explanation should be given to the House 
of Commons of the expenditure of the 
London County Council whenever they 
came to the House, as in this instance, 
for Parliamentary sanction for loans on 
an exceedingly large scale. In the case 
of any ordinary borough or city, where 
sanction for loans had to be obtained, it 
was necessary to have a local inquiry 


presided over by a representative of the 





do was to prevent foreigners, in case of ; Local Government Board. But, in the 
war, being able to take advantage of this| case of the London County Council, 
‘country. In order to do that they | the House of Commons was put in the 
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position of the inspector of the Local 
Government Board. He thought it would 
be admitted that there was some grounds 
for inquiry into, or at any rate, explanation 
of, the growing increase in the indebted- 
ness of the London County Council. 
When the London County Council 
succeeded the Metropolitan Board of 


London County Council 
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Works in 1889 their indebtedness was | 


about £17,000,000. In dealing with the 


London County Council finance, there | 
were two heads which had to be con- | 
dividend, but he should very much like, 
purposes, and money borrowed for the. 


sidered—money borrowed for their own 


purpose of re-lending it to subsidiary 
authorities. He wanted to deal now 


only with the money which the London | 


County Council had borrowed for their 
own purposes. 


As he had said, when the | 


London County Council succeeded the | 


Metropolitan Board of Works their in- 
debtedness was £17,000,000. Ten years 
afterwards it had increased to £21,000,000 ; 


but by 1905 it had attained to the | 


vast amount of £44,000,000. 
was not for a moment posing as a 
person who would take up a strong 
position on one side or the other. 
What he wanted was that some ex- 
planation should be given to the House 
of this extraordinary increase. He 
found that the original estimate for 
the building of Vauxhall Bridge was 
£484,000, and that the revised estimate 
was £535,000, or a difference of £50,000. 
He would like to know whether that 


He | 


revised estimate meant the total cost of | 
the bridge, or if there was an additional | 


sum yet to be paid ? 
estimate of the cost of the Strand improve- 
ments was £4,800,000, while the actual 
cost was £5,186,000. What was the 
explanation of these large miscalcula- 
tions? Was it the fact, that after 


Again, the original | 


certain people had received compensa- | 


tion, it was found that their build- 
ings would not be required owing to 


changes in the original plan? He would | 


like to know why the large island area 


facing the Strand was not put into the. 


market, and was only used for temporary 
purposes by the Salvation Army. There 


seemed to be a lack of proper organisation | 
and foresight in regard to these Strand | 


improvements. 
items which demanded particular notice. 
The first was the river steamboat service. 
The original estimate of the cost was 


Mr. Rawlinson. 


There were other two) 
that no doubt in regard to the adminis- 
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£280,000, the revised estimate was 
£304,000, while the loss on the service 
last year was £51,000. He wanted to 
know whether it was intended to carry on 
that steamboat service in the winter as 
wellasinthesummer. Toa very indirect 
extent he was interested in this matter, 
because he once invested £100 in a 
steamboat company which the London 
County Council had run off the river. 
He had not sustained a very substantial 
loss, because he had never expected a 
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from a business point of view, to know 
whether the London County Council 
were going to run a winter service at a 
prospective loss of £50,000. Then there 
was the question of the tramways. A 
very large loan was being asked for for the 
extension of the tramways, and he 
wished the hon. Gentleman who repre- 
sented the London County Council would 
give the House some explanation of this 
large additional expenditure. Was it 
the fact that the London County Council, 
in carrying a large amount to the reserve 
fund of the tramway enterprise, were 
acting in direct opposition to the recom- 
mendations of their Finance Committee ? 
In view of the steamboat enterprise not 
turning out so well as the County Council 
anticipated, was that body justified in 
being so optimistic about the taking over 
of the northern system of tramways and 
asking sanction for exceedingly large 
loans in connection with it? He at- 
tached great weight to this question of 
increased municipal expenditure at the 
present time. The harsh incidence of 
taxation caused not only suffering among 
people with fixed incomes and small 
professional men, but the removal of 
industries from London to other places 
where the rates were less. They were 
now asked to sanction a very large sum of 
money for the building of a great county 
hall on the other side of Westminster 
Bridge—a very expensive quarter. Surely 
that was a luxury which might very well 
be deferred for a few years. He moved 
that the Bill be considered that day three 
months. " 
t 

*Mr. R. DUNCAN (Lanarkshire, Govan) 

seconded the Amendment. He said 


tration of large centres of population 
we were moving towards socialism of 
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which were rendered by bodies like 


the London County Council had some | 
dangerous aspects. They had in fact 
their dark shadow as well as their bright | 


side. He would not say a word in 


condemnation of the river service and | 


other schemes which had been carried 
out by the London County Council, 


but that body must not train our people | 


to think that they were born with a 
large silver spoon in their mouth, but 
should encourage self-reliance, energy and 
individual enterprise. 


Amendment proposed— 


“To leave out the word ‘now,’ and at the 
end of the Question to add the words ‘upon 
this day three months.’”’—(Mr. Rawlinson.) 


Question proposed, “That the word 
‘now’ stand part of the Question.” 


*Mr. WOOD (Glasgow, St. Rollox) said 
he gathered from the hon. Member for 
Cambridge University that he did not 
intend to press this Amendment to a 
division. If he did it would be a most 
unusual course in regard to a Money Bill 
of the London County Council, having 
regard to the peculiar position in which 
London County Council finance stood 
under the Standing Orders of Parliament. 
If the Bill were lost there would be chaos 
in the municipal administration of 
London, but he understood the hon. 
Member would not press his Motion, but 
was rather desirous of being reassured. 
There was nothing from which the County 
Council suffered more than financial criti- 
cism without knowledge. There was a 


general vague impression that the 
Council was responsible for every 
rise in the rates. The rates of the 


County Council ten years ago 
ls. 3d. in the £; they were in the current 
year ls. 5d.inthe£. That increase of 2d. 
was not enormous, considering that the 
County Council had inherited from the 
Metropolitan Board of Works great 
arrears of work which had to be carried 
out in the interests of the health and 
welfare of Londoners. 


Mr. RAWLINSON said he was not 
referring to the ls. 3d. and the ls. 5d.; the 
more important aspect of the matter was 


that the County Council had raised the | 
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some kind or another, but the services | 


| But, 


were | 
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rateable value of London, and he was 
referring to the actual amount of rates. 


*Mr. WOOD said that that increase in 
the rateable value argued that great im- 
provements had taken place, and that 
much new property had been created. 
of course, the creation of new 
property carried with it increased obliga- 
tions, and the Council had had to 
extend their main drainage system 
and fire brigade. A much more serious 
thing for the citizens than the increase in 
rates was the increase in rents. In 
accounting for the rise of rates he had 
first of all to point out that they suffered 
from a serious falling off in the surplus 
from the Exchequer contributions 
available for reducing rates. About 
fourteen or fifteen years ago the London 
County Council was able to apply from 
the Exchequer grants £290,000 in re- 
lief of rates. Since then the gross 
amount had increased very slightly, but 
the duties placed on the Council of paying 
money out of these grants for statutory 


| purposes had so increased that they 


were now only able to apply £30,000. 
That accounted for 3d. out of the 2d. It 
was not increase of expenditure but 
diminution of receipts. These grants 
were expected to be a very important and 
growing relief to local rates when first 
sanctioned by Parliament, but the 
Royal Commission on Local Taxation 
which reported some time ago ad- 
mitted in the frankest manner that 
London had been’ very unfairly 
treated in this matter. He had ac- 
counted for 3d. The next item to which 
he would like to allude was the large 
Strand improvement that had been 
undertaken by the London County 
Council at the desire of the people of 
London and at the urgent request of the 
Party to which the hon. Member opposite 
belonged. He remembered Lord Rosebery 
once saying that the policy of the Party 
opposite was to lower the rates and to 
widen the Strand. Those were two things 
that could not be accomplished by one 
operation. The cost of the Strand 
and the Westminster improvements, 
which was a temporary charge, had added 
to the debt of London £6,250,000, and the 
service of the debt this year cost London 
£175,000, or about ld. rate. Then there 
was the case of the  steam-boats, 
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which had cost a farthing rate. Main 
drainage had also cost a good deal, and the 
increase of the fire brigade, largely caused 
by the disastrous fires in the City of 
London, cost another halfpenny. So that 
he had accounted for more than the 2d., 
which had been the rise in the rates on 
the last ten years. The hon. Member for 


Cambridge University said that in 1899 | 
their debt was only £21,000,000, and | 


that it was now £44,000,000, but he had 
forgotten to mention to the House that 
Parliament had placed on the Council 


the responsibility for the education of | 
London, and with that had placed on their | 


shoulders the old School Board debt of 


£11,500,000. That was a_ substantial 
figure which he thought ought in 


common justice to be mentioned, but. 


which in political controversy was fre- 
quently ignored. With regard to Vaux- 
hall Bridge, he was informed that the 
figure mentioned in the Bill would 
not be exceeded. He was not sur- 
prised that some explanation had 
been asked for with regard to the 
Strand improvement, but the answer was 
a very simple one. There had been no 
increase in the expenditure, and the 
amount now asked for was not to pay 
greatercompensation. It wasa bookkeep- 
ing item. The Clare market scheme 
and the Strand improvement were dealt 
with nearly at the same time. The 
County Council had intended to re- 
house a number of the people who were 
displaced by the improvement on the 
Clare Marketarea, Butit was eventually 
found desirable to re-house them else- 
where, and the cost of the land no longer 
required for this purpose had been added 
to the cost of the improvement. It 
was a mere book-keeping entry which 
required them to deal with it in this way, 
and the change had resulted in a saving 
of money. The property for the Strand 
improvement had been acquired within 
the estimate of the County Council’s 
valuer, which was made at the beginning 
of the undertaking. With regard to 
the steamboats, he trusted they would 
not be run during the winter months. 
They had had some experience of 
running a few during last winter, and it 
was obvious that the traffic was more 
or less a summer traffic. There was, 
however, one important fact to be noticed 
with regard to the steamboat service. 


Mr. Wood. 
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| In the first place, all the witnesses before 
the Committee were perfectly clear in 
saying they did not expect the business 
to be carried on without loss during the 
first few years. Several of them thought 
‘it would ultimately be carried on at a 
| profit, and time alone could prove whether 
‘their anticipations would be realised, 
Another curious thing was that they had 
never brought forward a project that 
was so strongly supported by the borough 
councils of London. They came forward 
one after the other and said they wished 
the project carried out; that they were 
prepared to pay their share of the loss; 
that they hoped it would not be much, 
but that they thought the service would 
be well worth a rate of a farthing or a 


halfpenny. So far the loss had been 
about a farthing. The traffic had im- 
proved. They had carried 240,000 


passengers in Whit week, and had been 
carrying between 45,000 and 90,000 
passengers a week during the last two 
months. Not only had the County 
Council the support of the borough 
councils, but they had the support of the 
entire Press without regard to politics. 
They were urged to take this step by 
the entire Press of London. He would 
give only one example. The St. James’s 
Gazette, not an advocate of municipal 
trading, had thus exhorted them— 

“That great neglected highway lies within 
a stone’s throw of Spring Gardens, Let the 
London County Council neglect it no longer. 
At present they are neglecting not only the 
river but their duty.” 


Mr. Hayes Fisher, the late Member 
for Fulham, gave evidence in favour 
of the scheme, as well as the present 


Member for Hammersmith. It was 
not a Party undertaking. It was 
undertaken with the full admission 


of the County Council that they did 
not expect any immediate financial 
profit. With regard to the new County 
Hall, he might say that at the present 
moment the County Council was housed 
in nearly thirty different buildings, 
and he put it to any practical business 
man whether that was not a spendthrift 
and unsatisfactory way of conducting 
public business. They could have no 
control over it, and it led to an enormous 
waste of time. They were building on 
the other side of the Thames not a palace 
but a workshop, and they thought it 
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right that they should provide a work- 
shop which was efficient and in which 
work could be done without waste 
of time and without extravagance. The 
hon. Member had said the tramways 
were a debatable point. He could not 
understand how anybody could look at 
‘tthe London tramways without seeing that 
London had in them an _ extremely 
valuable asset, and that the investment 
from the point of view of the ratepayers 
was an extremely profitable one. The 


small actual balance was no adequate | 
‘or a percentage of 4:1 per cent. 


test during a period of reconstruction, 
when miles of horse-tramways were being 
relaid for electric traction and traffic was 
dislocated. But they might take another 
test. They found as they changed from 
horse to electric traction the number of 
their passengers increased, and that the 
earning powers of the trams increased in 
alarge measure. They had reckoned that 
if they got ls. a car per mile it would 
bea profitable return, because the expense 
of hiring electric power from a company 
was 8d., which left 4d. for the payment 
of interest and sinking fund. They 
further estimated that when the station 
at Greenwich was complete the cost of 
electric power would be about 7d., and 
that station was now working. As a 
matter of fact, the expense of the 
electricity from a company had been a 
little less than 8d.,and the receipts had 
been a little above 1s.,and their margin 
for the interest and the sinking fund had 
averaged 43d. instead of 4d. During 
the last two years the actual results 
had been better than they estimated by 
about £30,000 a year. He protested 
against the practice of looking at munici- 
pal finance without having regard to 
sinking fund. The sinking fund con- 
tained the money laid by for the re- 
demption of debt. In the case of the 
‘tramways the greater part of the debt 
would be redeemed in twenty-five years, 
and supposing they made no profits 
but merely sufficient to keep up the 
interest out of revenue, while laying by 
the necessary amount for renewals, they 
had a sinking fund which would create 
a very valuable property for London in 
‘the future. They had already laid by 
£150,000. But they were doing bettrr 
than that. He would like to call atten- 
tion to a comparison made between 


{21 JuNE 1906} 


| relief of rates. 
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and those of private companies. 
That was of course taking the two 
accounts on the same basis. In the 
case of the London County Council 
southern tramways for the year ending 
March 31st, 1905, the capital expenditure 
was £2,600,000, and the profit on working 
was £203,000, the percentage of profit 
to capital expenditure bemg over 74 per 
cent. The London United Tramways 
Company for the year ending December, 
1904, with a capital expenditure of 
£2,900,000, made a profit of £120,000, 
The 
amount placed to reserve and deprecia- 
tion accounts was £66,600 in the case 
of the Council trams, against £5,000 by 
the London United Tramways. At that 
time the Council were not generating their 
own electricity. To show the profitable- 
ness of electric traction as compared 
with horse traction he might inform 
the House that from Greenwich to the 
bridges in the last complete year of horse 
traction the receipts were £98,490; the 
1905 receipts, under electric traction, 
were £169,000. The passengers carried 
were 23,000,000 in the former period, 
and in the latter 37,000,000. They 
Jooked to the number of persons carried 
as much as to the receipts. They embarked 
on these enterprises not solely to make 
money for the ratepayers, but to provide 
services for them which would not be 
provided by private enterprise. In 
the case of private ventures, routes which 
were immediately profitable must be 
chosen ; but the London County Council 
could have regard to the development 
of traffic as affecting the housing of the 
people and the business interests of the 
town. They had tried to serve not one 
class, but all classes of the community. 
The people of London must become 
accustomed to large figures, for London 
had the population of a province and 
the wealth of a kingdom. They were 
bound to see that the resources of their 
great city were wisely and economically, 
but not stingily, administered. 


Str F. BANBURY said he had ‘pre- 
viously understood that the profits of 
municipal trading were to go in the 
He now understood from 
Gentleman it was not so, 


the hon. 


but that it was a kind of philanthropic 
the returns of municipal undertakings | 


enterprise. 
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*Mr. WOOD said the hon. Gentleman 
was not accurately representing what he 
said. He mentioned distinctly that they 
were very willing to make profits, but 
that they regarded municipal enterprise 
as having further reaching and more 
important effects. 


Sir F. BANBURY said he now 
gathered that profit was a consideration, 
but only a secondary one. He agreed 
that if the Amendment were carried the 
result would be chaos in London county 
finance, and for that reason he trusted it 
would not be pressed to a division. 
He would have liked to move that 
some of the clauses should be referred 
back to the Committee, for they had a 
far-reaching financial effect. They were 
not clauses connected in any way 
with the administration of the ex- 
penditure of the London County Council. 
He was raising the question merely in the 
interests of sound finance. He objected 
to Clause 4 because it provided not for 
one year’s expenditure, but for expendi- 
ture for eighteen months. He contended 
that the estimates of the London County 
Council submitted to the House should 
be framed for one year, and not for 
eighteen months, in order that the House 
might retain its control. There was 
no magic in eighteen months, and if 
the principle were admitted it might | 
easily be said that authority should be 
obtained for two or three years. A very | 
serious point was raised in regard to Clause | 
15 because it allowed the provision for | 
the redemption of the Sinking Fund to 
be abolished. [Cries of ‘“ No.”] Then | 
what did it mean? Perhaps the hon. 
Gentleman would explain. 





*Mr. WOOD: It certainly does not 
mean that. 





Sir F. BANBURY said it meant the | 
use of the money which had been put by | 
for the Sinking Fund. Was not that | 
correct ? The hon. Gentleman did not, 
answer. That being correct, then, it | 
meant the use of money put by for the 
Sinking Fund, and that was the worst 
possible thing that could be done in | 
finance ; the Sinking Fund should be 
kept as a sacred trust for a certain 
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done by other municipalities. The next 
point was one in connection with Clause. 
17, where practically dividend was al- 
lowed to be paid out of capital. That: 
was a mistake when applied to companies, 
and led to reckless finance, but to give 
such power to a municipality like the 
London County Council was sheer mad- 
ness. Why should they use to pay 
interest money which they had borrowed ? 
Their duty was to pay interest out of the 
revenue they raised. He had put 
three extremely important points, which 
he was quite certain could not be answered. 


*Mr. DICKINSON said he rose to 
reply to the three points put by the last 
speaker. But first he wished to express. 
satisfaction that the subject of London 
finance should form the basis of a dis- 
cussion in this House. He believed that 
nothing but good could come of it. Ata 
time when municipal expenditure was 
becoming more and more important 
it was as well that they should 
understand the methods that had been 
adopted by a body which was unique 
in the excellence of its financial arrange- 
ments, under the guidance of some of the 
most eminent servants of the State. The 
points raised by the hon. Member had 
again and again been considered, not 
only by the council, but by this House, 
guided by the views of the Treasury. On 
all questions of loans the Treasury had 
something to say. The answer to the 
ques‘ion why the Council asked power to 
borrow for eighteen months was apparent 
face of the schedule. That 
schedule gave the amounts to be autho- 
rised and stated that the estimates 
were required for the twelve months 
ending March 31st, 1907, and that an 
additional sum was required to carry on 
to September 30th. Unless the latter 
authority were given all the powers of 
the Council of capital expenditure would 
expire in March next before Parliament 
would have had the opportunity of 
renewing them by passing the Annual 
Money Act in June or July, and the 
Council’s work would thus come to 
a temporary standstill. The next 
point raised had relation to a matter 
which also had Treasury sanction. The 
debt was not repayable until sixty years 
after borrowing, and the earliest payment 


purpose. It was not new, it had been! would be in 1929. In order to prevent. 
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the piling up of a great fund of money | 
for repaying the stockholders, it was 
thought well that use should be made of 
the accumulating fund to make short loans 
to various London public bodies, con- 
ditions being strictly laid down, in the 
clause, for repayment of the whole before 
the money became due to stockholders. 
This course might be open to the 
theoretical objection that the money for 
the stockholders was not in the Council’s 
coffers at the particular moment, but it 
was there so far as London asa whole 
was concerned, and the borough councils 
and the boards of guardians were solvent. 
Therefore the stockholders were perfectly 
secure, as the money would be back again 
in the Council’s hands before it was | 
required for redemption. The third | 
point raised by the hon. Member was | 
that permission was given in certain | 
conditions to pay interest out of capital. | 
He was not sure this was the case in the | 
Bill they were discussing, although he | 
knew that the Council were anxious to | 
be allowed to do what many com- | 
panies had done in the initial stages | 
of a great undertaking. This plan was | 
eminently suitable for municipal opera- | 
tions. One of the cases in which the 
council realised the necessity for such a 
plan was the Strand-Holborn improve- | 
ment. An enormous amount of money | 
had to be borrowed for the purchase of | 





land which in a very short time was, 
going to be let off on long leases, and 
it appeared to be perfectly fair that the 
ratepayers in the first year or two) 
should not be called upon to pay very 
large interest while waiting for the time 
when the property would become re- | 
munerative. Those were all the points 
raised by the hon. Baronet, and he was | 
grateful to him and the hon. Member for | 


the University of Cambridge for having | 
brought these points forward and having | 
afforded him an opportunity of placing 
these facts before the House. 


*Mr. BRIDGEMAN (Shropshire, 
Oswestry) thought they were entitled to | 
ask for a little more information. It had | 


{21 JuNE 1906} 


Whose rates ?} 


ito the tramway account. 
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Members who represented the London 
County Council, but the question was: 
How far would the experiments that had 
been tried do harm, although they were 
intended to do good? He thought an 
increase of 2d. in the county council rate 
was considerable, having regard to the 


increased rateable value, and they had 
not received a satisfactory reply in regard 


to the increase of the debt. They had 
been told that the London County 
Council had the advantage of retired 
officials from the Treasury to guide them 
in questions of finance. That was per- 
fectly true, but was it true that the 
council had listened to the advice which 
some of those gentlemen had given? 
He knew that the Council had received 
one or two warnings from the present 
Chairman of the Finance Committee. 
He thought the increase in the rates was 
very severe, and would have a consider- 
able tendency in the direction of driving 
people out of London. [An Hon. MEMBER: 
He was referring to 
the London County Council rates. He 
did not complain that the rates were 
going up on account of education, but an 


| increase in the London County Council 


rate of 2d. was a heavy increase when 
they took into account the enormous 
increase in the rateable value. The 
accusation that the Council had made 


| rash estimates of their expenditure had 


been denied, but why was it that they 


had asked in this Bill for more than half 
| a million of money to make good de- 


ficiencies in estimates? He should have 


| thought that it would have been possible 
| to bring the estimates nearer the mark 


than that. With regard to the tramways, 
he wished to know what proportion of the 
expenses of street widenings was charged 
That was a 
point which he thought they required 
some enlightenment upon. In the earlier 
part of the Bill it was proposed to em- 
power the Council to construct and equip 
new tramways, institute certain street 
improvements, purchase land, and spend 
money for these and other purposes. 





been said that this Bill dealt with a | Money was spent on the widening of 
quest'on of national ‘mportance and that | streets where tramways were made,jand 
it dealt with the finances of a kingdom. he wanted to know how that money 
He thought an hour’s discussion of a was accounted for in the tramways 
question of such magnitude was a very | account. He fancied that the streets 
short time indeed. He did not find fault widening account of the London County 
with the aims and aspirations of hon. | Council last year amounted to something 
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-like £4,000,000, but that did not affect 
his argument, whatever the figure. might 
be. He understood that the County 
‘Council professed to charge one-third 
of the cost of street widening to the 
tramways account. He asked how much 
of the salaries of the staff were charged 
to the tramways account. He was glad 
‘to hear that the County Couneil did not 
propose to continue the service of steam 
‘boats next winter. He should like to get 
some further information in regard to the 
finance of the new offices. The hon. 
Member for the St. Rollox division had 
said that the County Council were 
housed at present in thirty different 
buildings. Were they to understand that 
.accommodation would be provided in the 
new premises for the whole of the staff 
now housed in these thirty buildings ? 
If so, his objection to the new building 
would be entirely removed. 


London County Council 


*Mr. BAKER (Finsbury, E.) said it 
might interest the House to know that 
hitherto the amount paid on the basis of 
one-third of the cost of street widening 
on account of tramways had been in 
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‘Tespect of streets where not a single | 


tramway car had yet been run. 


The | 


amount involved on capital account was | 


already about £100,000, and the amount | 


paid out in advance for interest and | 


sinking fund charges was between £10,000 
and £12,000. Last year, £6,000 was charged 
to the tramways account as interest and 
‘sinking fund charges on capital for street 


widening in respect of streets where pro- | 
bably no car would run for the next six | 


months. Heasked the House to take note 
of the fact that while the tramwaysaccount 
was charged with the cost of laying down 


and maintaining the pavement between | 
the tracks and eighteen inches on each | 
side, the electric tramways did not in- | 
‘the view of the Chancellor of the Ex- 


volve the use of the pavement in the 
slightest degree. There were no horses’ 


hoofs to wear out the paving. On the. 
other hand they provided cars which | 


carried seventy passengers, that being 


double the number carried by a motor | 
In doing so they removed from | 
“theactual street traffic 60 percent. of the | 


omnibus. 


vehicles that would otherwise be required 
to carry the same number of passengers. 
As to the question of the contribution of 
“the County Council to the reduction of the 
‘rates, some interesting tables had been 


Mr. Bridgeman. 
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prepared by the Council’s comptroller. 
Hitherto the amount contributed by 
the profits of the County Council was 
no less than £293,000, and that was after 
paying interest and providing a sinking 
fund, under which the whole cost of the 
buildings and lines would be paid in 
twenty-five years, and also after provid- 
ing a reserve fund of over £100,000. 
£607,000 had also been paid out of 
profits in reduction of debt. The House 
might be perfectly assured that the 
County Council finance was on the soundest 
basis. 


Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH (Derby- 
shire, W.) said the points raised by his 
hon. friends had been most admirably 
met by the hon. Members who had 
spoken for the London County Council. 
He wished to have further information 
in regard to the item of £32,000 re- 
ferred to in Section 354 of the sche. 
dule. He expressed surprise that 
no representative of the Treasury was 
present. He understood that the Presi- 
dent of the Local Government Board 
was present not so much as a represen- 
tative of the Government but as a proud 
parent looking with admiration on the 
healthy appetite of his offspring. In 
view of the fact that many of these pro- 
posals must come before the Treasury 
for approval it was unfortunate that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer was not 
present. They might have been favoured 
with a discourse such as they were able 
to have the pleasure of reading in the 
papers that morning from the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer on the evils of municipal 
borrowing, and it would have been 
interesting to the House if instead of 
making thet speech elsewhere he had 
reserved it for the present important 
debate. He should have liked to know 


chequer upon this Bill. This was an 
important matter from the point o 
view of the London ratepayers, and also 
from the point of view of national finance, 
for the London County Council would 
have to go into the market from time to 
time to borrow. He hoped his hon. 
friend would not press the Amendment. 


Mr. STRAUS (Tower Hamlets, Mile 
End) said he rose to correct a misappre- 
hension that seemed to exist owing toa 
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remark made by the hon. Member for the | 
City. There was nothing in this Bill to) 
enable the London County Council to 
pay interest out of capital, although if the | 
Council were a public company, there was 
no doubt that they would have asked 
for this power. Railway companies were | 
invariably allowed to pay interest out of | 
capital during construction. Section 17 
of the Bill which was the section referred 
to by the hon. Member for St. Pancras, | 
and which was exectly the same as in the 
Council’s former money Bills, empowered 
the Council when it issued a loan to pay | 
out of the proceeds thereof interest on the 
new stock for the period prior to the 
receipts of the cash instalments of the 
loan. That extra interest was, of course, 
taken into consideration by those apply- | 
ing for the stock, and a higher price was 
realised. There was no doubt that the | 
finance of the London County Council | 
was on a perfectly sound basis; it was 
stronger and more secure than that of | 
any public company and would bear the 
most careful and minute examination. 


Mr. RAWLINSON said he was abso- 
lutely satisfied with the explanation 
which had been given and he asked leave 
to withdraw his Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Main Question put, and agreed to. 
Bill, as Amended, considered. 


Ordered, That Standing Orders 223 and 
243 be suspended, and that the Bill be 
now read the third time.—(The Chairman 
of Ways and Means.) 


Bill accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 
SUPPLY. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE 
‘DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1906-7. 


REVENUE DEPARTMENTS. 
Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That a sum not exceeding £10,426,741, 
be granted to His Majesty to complete 


{2] JUNE 1906} 


| ofiice at Stoke. 
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the sum necessary to defray the Charge 
which will come in course of payment 
during the year ending on March 31st, 
1907, for the Salaries and Expenses of 
the Post Office, including Telegraphs.” 


Mr. J. WARD said that it had been 
urged that day that great considera- 
tion should be shown to discharged 
soldiers by the Postmaster- General 
in taking them into the employment of 
the Department. But he urged that the 
Postmaster-General before giving special 
facilities for taking discharged soldiers 
into the postal service should consider 
the claim of the thousands of boys who 
were already in the service as telegraphic 
messengers. These boys often remained 
in the Post Office until they were fourteen 
or fifteen years of age, when it was too late 
for them to equip themselves for other 
employment, and were then turned adrift 
because vacancies could not be found for 
them. So far as ordinary labourers were 
concerned, they were treated in accord- 
ance with Trade Union conditions, with 
the exception of the timbermen, who were 
paid at the rate of 8d. per hour for ten 
hours a day, whereas the Postmaster- 
General only paid them 7d. per hour. 
He wished to call attention to the un- 
satisfactory accommodation of the post 
It was an old railway 
shed fitted up forty years ago for the 
purpose of a post office, and he believed 
if the right hon. the Postmaster-General 


_ only visited the place he would acknow- 


ledge that it was the worst equipped 
post office in the whole country. With 
regard to labour matters generally, he 
wished to thank the Postmaster-General 
for the consideration which he had 
given to all demands made by work- 
ing men for fair treatment in his 
Department. Never before did he re- 
member such careful attention being paid 
to the grievances of workmen employed 
by a Government Department; and he- 
hoped that the right hon. Gentleman 
would have many years to carry on his 
enlightened supervision of that Depart- 
ment. 


Mr. SILCOCK (Somersetshire, Wells) 


| said he wished to draw attention to the dis- 


tribution of lottery circulars through the 
Post Office. In a case recently brought 
to his notice, the circulars were posted in 
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London, and he insisted that steps should | occur to any country. The hon. Member 
be taken to prevent the circulation of said, moreover, that the last Govern. 
those incitements to gambling. ‘ment had hokey-pokeyed the finance 
of the country, and was responsible for 
*Mr. BRIDGEMAN said that he had | that condition of things. If the hon, 
had complaints from business men in a} Member for Anglesey was still of that 
small way in country towns as to the fee | opinion let him argue it out with the 
of £2 charged in connection with the present Postmaster-General. He quoted 
delivery of telegrams at their private that speech to show that such a state- 
residences after business hours. The! ment as that contained in the regulation 
clerks in the Post Office had to be there at | was likely to be used to create in the minds 
any rate, and it was only a question of the | of certain people in the country a feelin 
messengers having to go perhaps a few | of uneasiness. He should like to have 
hundred yards further, and it was hard | the opinion of the Postmaster-General on 
that these small dealers should have to | this point. 


| 
| 


pay £2a year for this small advantage. | © 


: : 4 | 
It would be simpler to make a/| Mr. MUNRO FERGUSON (Leith 


small surcharge on each telegram. ‘ : ; 
The hon. Member also drew attention | Burghs) asked, first, for information 


to,the burdens which rural postmen had ae to the proguses being made with the 
* laying of underground telegraph wires 


to curry, Thore was at Xho geiment ‘to the centres of commerce in Scotland, 


moment, he knew, a limit of weight, and | d pan nny aka ; 
if the burden of the postman exceeded | ER; SCORN; WOT SO QOREnNE 
that limit the postmaster was expected pes “ -_ tenuk ‘telephone Tass nowh 
to engage an extra postman to carry ee 


whatever was in excess of the limit. | - 
He doubted very much, however, whether | Mr. DALZIEL (Kircaldy Burghs) said 
that order was always carried out, before the debate closed he should 
as he had often seen postmen over- | like to refer to one or two points 
burdened. He hoped that in future steps | which had not been mentioned. He 
would be taken to see that the limit of | Wished to recommend to the right hon. 
weight was never exceeded. He hoped, | Gentleman that in cases of appointment 
moreover, that the carrying out of the new | to the highest positions in the postal 
rules in regard to the conveyance of | service, where other qualifications were 
agricultural produce would not entail | equal, he should in Scotland give the 
more severe labour upon the rural preference to Scotsmen. [An Hon. Mem- 
postman than was absolutely necessary, BER: “And to Yorkshiremen in York- 
Another point to which he wished to | shire.”] He quite agreed that that 
call attention was a regulation in the | Should be the case if the Yorkshire- 
postal guide in regard to Inland money | man had the same qualifications as the 


orders. This regulation ran, “ Payment | other competitor, because his local 
will be subject to the possession | knowledge would be useful. He also 


by the postmaster of sutlicient funds.” | complained that the postal service to and 
In the¥minds of some persons such a from South Africa was very unsatisfactory, 
condition might give birth to a doubt | inasmuch as a reply to a letter from the 
as to the financial stability of the Ex- | Colonies could not be sent off without 
chequer. [Cries of “ Oh.”] Hon. Gentle-| the loss of a week. He hoped the 
man seemed to have a doubt about) Postmaster-General would make some 
that. [AnfHon. Memper: I should | representations in the proper quarters 
think so.] He quite agreed that there | that the South African mail should arrive 
seemed to be no foundation for any such | on a Friday, and then letters in reply 
fear, but the hon. Member for Anglesey, | could be sent back on Saturday. In that 
in a speech he made at Oswestryin Janu- | way letters would arrive on a Friday. 
ary, 1905, alluded to this subject, andsaid | It was altogether wrong that letters 
the regulation was evidence enough | should arrive on a Saturday when it 
that they were getting perilously near | was impossible to reply to them in time 
a paper currency, which was one of the | to catch the outgoing boat. The differ- 
most dangerous events which could | ence would be entirely obviated if the 


Mr. Silcock. 














a a a” a a ee ay ) ee a 








~~ 


4 b 


+O es Oo 


nm OO DR Re 6 fet D 


ao Ce  _ 


— 


FF WB fe 





Civil Services and Revenue 


453 


‘steamers kept going and did not deli- 
‘berately slow down and take two days 
more than was necessary, in order to save 
coal. We were living at a time when 
it was a scandal that steamship passengers 
should have their voyage deliberately 
delayed for a couple of days for any such 
purpose. If it wasnot for that the letters 
might be received on a Thursday in 
ample time to transmit replies by 
the outgoing mail. He hoped the right 
hon. Gentleman would be able to give 
some concession on this point, and that he 
would also make representationstoDurban, 
which he (Mr. Dalziel)believed was respon- 
sible for a portion of the subsidy. There 
was one other point to which he wished 
to allude, namely, the question of sending 
telegrams on Sundays. At the present 
time a telegram could only be sent on 
Sundays from the Charing Cross or the 
Central Post Office. It was extremely 
inconvenient for any one who had to 
reply to a telegram on that day always 
to have to go to Charing Cross or the 
Central Office. He therefore suggested 
that for the public convenience a certain 
number of the principal offices should be 
kept open for a certain number of hours 
for the purpose of receiving and despatch- 
ing telegrams. 


{21 JuNE 1906} 





Mr. FELL (Great Yarmouth) asked for | 
some information as to the surcharges 
levied on foreign post cards. If there 
was any writing on a picture post card | 
in the place where writing would 
ordinarily appear the recipient would 
be charged twopence and sometimes three- 
pence. He wished to know whether some- 
thing could not be done to abolish this 
charge, which could not result in much 
revenue to the Government, but which | 
caused an infinite amount of annoyance 
to the recipients of these cards. 





*Sir W. J. COLLINS (St. Pancras, N.) | 
asked the Postmaster-General whether he | 
could make any statement as to the! 
dismissal of telegraph workers at Mount | 
Pleasant. Some who had been there | 
fifteen and twenty years had had notice | 
to terminate their engagements, and they | 
wished to know whether they were to be 
offered any equivalent employment 
and in what position they stood with 
tegard to their compassionate allowances. 








Depts. Estimates, 1906-7. 454 


His right hon. friend had, he knew, 
already considered the matter, and he 
believed that if the right hon. Gentleman 
could now see his way to make a public 
statement it would allay some misappre- 
hension and relieve some disappointment. 


Mr. E. H. LAMB (Rochester) hoped 
the Postmaster-General would establish 
a uniform boundary for the Metropolitan 
area telephone system. A message from 


Gravesend cost sixpence, while one 
sent from Tilbury, on the other 


side of the river, cost only twopence. 
Consequently, there was always a 
strong temptation for people coming up 
the river to land on the Essex coast rather 
than at Gravesend for the purpose of 
getting into telephonic communication 
with London. He suggested that instead 
of the anomalous area that now existed 
the right hon. Gentleman should give a 
uniform area to the Metropolitan tele- 
phones, say of some thirty-six miles, so 
that towns in close proximity to London 
could have the privileges which other 
towns in the immediate vicinity had. 
He would also like to know whether it 
was a rule of the Post Office that 
when a head postmastership became 
vacant that position should not be given 
to the assistant postmaster. Quite 
recently the head mastership in Rochester 
became vacant and the assistant post- 
master was not put into the position 
but some other person brought in from 
the outside. Was that to be a rule of the 
postal service ? 


*Mr. C. E. PRICE (Edinburgh, Central) 
complained of the way in which these 
higher appointments were filled up from 
London, with the result that there was no 
promotion. Two years ago, owing to 
representations that were made, one of 
these higher appointments was filled up 
by its being given to an _ assistant 
with the result that there was 
general promotion all through the office. 
It had a most injurious effect on any 
body of men to find that all the higher 
offices were a close corporation and that 
they could never obtain any of these 
higher positions. He was glad that the 
right hon. Gentleman had taken up the 
question of the illustrated price lists for 
Canada, but at the same time he wou!d 
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like to call attention to the difficulty with | 
regard to Australia. Inthe last few years | 


considerable restrictions had been placed 


upon illustrated price lists for Australia. | 


He called attention to the 


also 


position of sub-postmasters, who were | 
now on a fixed scale of salary, and | 
unfortunately their work was not recog- | 


nised on public holidays. The guarantee 
which sub-postmasters had to give for 
their assistants was also a matter which 
required looking into. He thought, too, 
that as they were not civil servants 
they should be free from political rest ic- 
tions and should be allowed to exercise 
the ord‘nary rights of citizenship. 


Sir F. BANBURY presumed the 
item of £21,290 for electric light gener- 
ating plant :mplied that the depart- 
ment made their own electric light. 
That was no doubt right in days gone by, 
but with the great increase of electric 
lighting companies in London would it 
not be cheaper to obtain the light from 
one of them instead of maintaining 
costly plant ? It was well known that 
electricity generated on a small scale was 
extremely expensive. Unless the right 
hon. Gentleman had a very good argu- 
ment to adduce against scrapping the 
plant, it would be better to obtain the 
light from a company. 


*Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) 
asked if it were possible to give a second 
delivery of letters in Montgomeryshire. 
There were many towns of a fair size 
which had only one delivery a day and 
which were very anxious to get another. 
The Cambrian Railway service was not 
good, though he did not complain of 
that, as the circumstances of the rail- 
way should be considered. But where 
the railway service allowed of a second 
delivery he thought such should be 
granted at places like Caersws, tor in- 


stance. The complaint of the hon. Mem- | 


ber for Kirkcaldy Burghs with regard to 
the slowing down of steamers with the 
South African mails applied similarly to 


the mail services to and from India. Ifit | 
' the present moment versed in the matter, 


could be possible to make an arrangement 
to obviate that it would be more satis- 


factory and would result in some saving | 
/member described he would certainly 


of time, possibly at no great expense. 


Mr. C. E. Price. 


{COMMONS} 
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*Mr. W. T. WILSON (Lancashire,. 
Westhoughton) thanked the Postmaster. 
General for his kindly reference to trade 
unions, and h‘s announcement that the 
fair wages clause should be put in future: 
contracts. He hoped the right hon. 
Gentleman would put that clause into 
operation in all workshops and factories 
under his control, so that trade unionists 
would be able to accept employment there- 
in. He also wished to ask the right hon. 
Gentleman if he would alter the regula- 
tions with regard to the charge made for 
circulars. Another question which called 
for consideration related to learners in 
post offices. In some of the provincial 
towns a great many learners were taken 
on by postmasters, and the result was 
they often had to wait a considerable 
time before being appointed as c'erks. 


456: 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON hoped the 
Committee would allow the vote to 
be passed to-night. In reply to the 
various criticisms, he would try to take 
them in the order they were put. First 
with regard to the question of the employ- 
ment of ex-soldiers and ex-sailors. The 
hon. Member for Stoke had asked whether 
he was prepared to give a larger number 
of appointments to them. As Post- 
master-General he entirely declined to 
take such action. The result of agree- 
ments with the Admiralty and War 
Office, made a few years ago, that 50 


| per cent. of certain appointments should 
_ be given to ex-soldiers and ex-sailors who 


were eligible had been that the Post Office 
had had to discharge a very large numbet 
of their boy messengers instead of giving 
them establishment appointments. That 
was a serious blot on the present postal 
system, and he should strongly resist any 
extension of the system, although, of 
course, he was in entire sympathy with 
the War Office point of view. He had 
been in communication with the War 


| Office in regard to the matter, and hoped 


that by arrangement they might be able 
to obtain greater elasticity, so as to enable 
the Post Office in future to continue in 
their service a larger number of their boy 
messengers. With regard to the con- 
dition of Stoke}Post Office, he was not at 


but if he found that the post office was in 
the deplorable condition which the hon.. 
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endeavour to do something—at all events | business. He also called attention to the 
not another ten years would be allowed | | absence of a Sunday post in some places, 
to pass before something was done to ‘contending that it should be made 
remedy theevil. The hon. Gentleman had | universal in country districts or done away 
also raised a matter relating to wages | with altogether. 

which he would look into at once. If the 


hon. Member for the Westhoughton) *Mp. CLAUDE HAY (Shoreditch, 
Division would mention any specific cases | Hoxton) expressed very great regret at 
in which justice was not done to learners | the accusation of having written a letter 
he would give the matter his attention. | which was a trav esty of the truth, made 
As to objectionable circulars, where they | against the secretary of Lloyd’s by the 
were open he had stopped them and had | Postmaster-General. Sir Henry Hozier 
challenged legal action which had | had occupied a distinguished position in 
not been taken. But a sealed letter was a | the Army, and had rendered great ser- 
different thing. About a sealed letter) vice tothe commercial community in the 
there was felt to be a certain sanctity, and | position which heat present held. It was 
without an Act of Parliament he had no | ynfortunate that the right hon. Gentleman 
power to open such a letter, except with | had been betrayed into making the 
the written consent of a Secretary of State. | accusation. He regretted that they ey 
He desired to assure the hon. Member | not had the advantage of hearing what 
who had raised this question that although | ‘the House of Commons thought on 
he agreed with his views, at the present | | re-consideration of a certain measure 
moment he was not able to carry his ad- | | recently returned to this House from the 
ministrative action as far as he would like. | Fouse of Lords. He was sorry that the 
Where the Post Office had evidence that | /right hon. Gentleman had been content 
illegal matter was being sent information | ¢o say “Ditto” to his predecessors 
was given to the police. The under- i in regard to the matter of wireless 
ground main telegraph line had now been | | telegraphy. In dealing with this in- 


bd ‘ 7 , 2 . nts . . 
carried to Glasgow, and the construction | tensely valuable means of communication, 
of the sub-lines. He had not had time to | not only to the whole commercial and 


deal with the cash-on-delivery system ; | maritime community, but also to the 
it was a thorny subject. His predecessor 





nation in times of war, all that the 
introduced a scheme with a great flourish right hon. Gentleman could do was to say, 
of trumpets and had immediately to | « Let us go on as we did a few years ago.” 
withdraw it. The last point he had to |The Minister in charge of this difficult 
deal with was the question put by the | and important matter should not tie the 
junior Member for the City of London as | hands of Parliament, and merely con- 
to whether it would be cheaper for the | tinue the arrangements he found when 
Post Office to go to companies for the | he entered upon office. He should ask 


supply of electricity than to generate its | the advice of Parliament as to the steps 
own. The point had been carefully con- | he should take. 


sidered, and it was thought that it was 
cheaper to generate electricity. There} Py, DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN : That is 
had been no general principle laid Cown. a question of legislation. You cannot 
Each case was considered on its merits. | attack the Postmaster-General with re- 
gard to a matter of legislation. 

Mr. HICKS BEACH (Gloucestershire, 
Tewkesbury) asked whether the increase} *Mr. CLAUDE HAY said he was be- 
in the number of employes in the Post| trayed into a phrase which did not con- 
Office was due to a general increase in| vey his meaning. He wished to say that 
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in the whole course of the debate the 
right hon. Gentleman had not given a 
shadow of an indication of any pro- 
gressive method of administration in 
respect to wireless telegraphy. If this 
matter were allowed to lapse under the 
existing state of things, and unless it was 
ruthlessly dealt with by the Postmaster- 
General, the country might be landed 
in the same mess as former Post- | 
masters-General had landed them in 
connection with the telephone and 
telegraphs. He appealed to the right 
hon. Gentleman to say definitely what 
were his intentions, not in the way of 
legislation, but of administration on the 
important subject of wireless telegraphy. 





Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON said that in 
view of the important conference to take 
place in the autumn he did not think it his 
business to lay down at present any new 
rules. His policy was to prevent any | 
monopoly and to give a free hand at present 
to the various inventors. He had issued | 
licences to various companies applying for 
them, and four stations were going to be | 
started by the Post Office to experiment as 
to the system likely to be the best. He did | 
not withdraw what he had said in reference | 
to an absolutely unprovoked attack on his 
predecessor being a travesty of the truth. 


*Mr. MEYSEY-THOMPSON (Stafford- 
shire, Handsworth) said he wished to 
make a special appeal to the right hon. 
Gentleman to find employment in his 
Department for old soldiers after they 
left the Army. Their training in the 
Army fitted them well for Post Office 
work. He pointed out that while the 
messenger boys’ claim should be by no 
means overlooked, it must be remem- 
bered that the soldier who had spent in 
the service of his country some of the 
best years of his life, the years when it 
was most easy for him to establish him- 
self in some regular employment, was 
apt to be thrown out of employment at 
an age when employers were disinclined 
Mr. Claude Hay. 
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to take him in preference to a younger 
man. He drew attention to the fact 
that if it was wanted to have the best 
class of men in the Army, and to do 
justice to those who were willing to give 
their lives for their country, we must 
not overlook their claims to considerate 
treatment on their re-entry into civil 
employment. 


Captain CRAIG (Down, E.) said that 
there was a large increase of £10,000 a 
year in respect of the conveyance of 
mails by road, and a great decrease in 
respect of the conveyance of the mails by 
rail. He asked whether it would 
not be possible for the Postmaster- 
General to improve the system of delivery 


of letters and telegrams in the country. 


If a telegram was sent from this House 
he sometimes reached the place to 
which it was sent before the telegram was 
delivered. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON said that he 


' would give attention to the representa- 


tions of the hon. Gentleman. 
Question put, and agreed to. 


Resolution to be reported upon Monday 
next; Committee to sit again upon 
Monday next. 


PUBLIC TRUSTEE [EXPENSsEs]. 
Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That it is expedient to authorise the 
charge on the Consolidated Fund of such 
sums as may be required to make good any 
liabilities incurred by the Public Trustee, 
or his officers, appointed under any Act 
of the present session to provide for the 
appointment of a Public Trustee, and 
to authorise the payment, out of moneys 
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provided by Parliament, of the salaries 
or remuneration of the Public Trustee 
and his officers, and of other Expenses 
incurred by them in pursuance of such 
Act.”—(Mr. Whiteley.) 


Committee report Progress; to sit 


again upon Monday next. 





Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That this House be now adjourned.” 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE said he desired 
to appeal once more to the Home Secre- 
tary in regard to the sentence passed on 
Miss Billington, so that an inquiry should 
be made into all the facts of the case with 
a view to the remission of the sentence. 
It appeared that that morning a number 
of women desired to interview the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, and for that 
purpose they approached his residence, 
as he understood, in a peaceable manner. 
The police interfered, and in consequence 
of the persistence of the women in going 
into the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s 
house, four of them were arrested. 
Some of these women were sentenced 
to a fine of £10, or the alternative of 
two month’s imprisonment. He thought 
it would be admitted that a sentence of 
that kind was out of all proportion to the 
offence committed. He invited the right 
hon. the Home Secretary to make an 
inquiry into all the facts of the case with 
a view to the remission of a part of the 
sentence. Unless something of that kind 
were done, the object which the magis- 
trate probably had in view in imposing 
such a heavy sentence, viz., that of 
deterring others from pursuing a like 
line of conduct, would defeat itself. 
The feeling among people of all opinions 
and in every part of the country was that 
the sentence was unduly harsh. If the 
tight hon. Gentleman used the power 
vested in him with a view to the revision 
and reduction of the sentence he would 
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be doing an act of justice in itself, and 
one which would meet with approval] 
from large numbers of people outside the 
House. 


THE SECRETARY or STATE ror 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. Guap- 
STONE, Leeds, W.) said that at present 
he was afraid that he could give no other 
answer than that which he had given at 
Question time. He had no additional 
information on the subject. Of course, 
he would give the qestion all the con- 
sideration it deserved. If the hon. 
Member would follow his suggestion and 
put down a question for Monday, he 
would make inquiry into all the circum- 
stances of the case, and endeavour to 
answer the Question. 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE: Will the right 
hon. Gentleman be able to give an 
answer by Monday ? 


Mr. GLADSTONE said he would try 
to give an answer by Monday, but as he 
was not aware of the circumstances of 
the case at present, it was possible that 
he might have to ask the hon. Gentle- 
man to postpone it. 


*Mr. BYLES (Salford, N.) said he 
wished to support the appeal of the hon. 
Member for Merthyr Tydvil. He did not 
approve of the conduct of the women, 
and he thought they were injuring their 
cause, but to send anyone, much more 
a woman, to prison for two months 
without that person having committed 
any moral offence was a discredit to 
English tribunals and English judicial 
methods. He hoped the right hon 
Gentleman the Home Secretary would 
see his way to inquire into the matter. 


*Mr. MADDISON (Burnley) said that 
while hon. Members held the view that 
the right hon. Gentleman should inquire 
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into this case, it should be clearly stated 
thet if the ordinary procedure had been 
carried out in the court for a similar 
offence there ought to be no difference 
whatever made. The hon. Member for 
Merthyr Tydvil had spoken of these 
“female hooligans” as seeking an inter- 
view with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
but he was simply playing with words. 
These women had declared over and over 
again that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer “has windows,” and they had 
deliberately urged their comrades to go to 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s house. 
It was a deliberate plan ; they had been 
interviewed in the Press, and again and 
again they had said that the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had not seen the end of it. 
Womanhood, indeed, had really been 
abominably outraged by their conduct. 
The hon. Member for Merthyr would have 
served his cause very much better if at an 
earlier stage he had used his influence to 
induce these women to act in something 
like a decent fashion. No real working 
women would have disgraced themselves 
in the way these women had done. They 
were now in their proper place—a police 
court. 


Adjournment 


Mr. SHACKLETON (Lancashire, 
Clitheroe) said he did not associate 
himself in any way with the action of 
those women. He thought it was foolish. 
But all the same he thought the speech of 
the hon. Member for Burnley was entirely 
uncalled for. While he agreed that it 
was not an accurate description of the 
proceedings to say that the women were 
merely asking for an interview with the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, he hoped 
the right hon. Gentleman the Home Secre- 
tary would consider the appeal made by 
his hon. friend the Member for Merthyr 
Tydvil. Two months imprisonment for 
such an offence was too heavy a punish- 
ment. 


Mr. ARTHUR HENDERSON (Dur- 
ham, Barnard Castle) said he sincerely 
Mr. Maddison. 


{COMMONS} 











of the House. 


trusted the Home Secretary would not be 
influenced by the speech of the hon. 
Member for Burnley. However much 
they might wish to deprecate—and he did 
deprecate them most strongly — the 
tactics of certain of the representatives 
of the women’s enfranchisement move- 
ment, he ventured to say that no man 
would be prepared to justify the excessive 
punishment that had been inflicted in this 
particular case. 
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Mr. EUGENE WASON (Clackmannan 
and Kinross) said that the magistrate 
ought not to be attacked for having per- 
formed his duty. In his opinion, the fine 
was not excessive. If the fine was paid, 
these ladies would be released, and he 
believed that, if they promised not to 
repeat the offence, the fine would be paid 
for them. 


Mr. SEDDON (Lancashire, Newton) 
said that the hon. Membex for Burnley, 
in his vicious attack on those women, had 
been guilty of a misstatement. Two of 
those women were working women. 
Miss Kenny was a cotton operative ; and 
the other was a school teacher. He 
would leave the hon. Member for Burnley 
to discuss with his constituents whether 
these women were “ female hooligans.” 


Mr. J. WARD said he wished to join in 
the appeals for clemency in this case. 
He did not think that a severe sentence 
would have the desired effect of deterring 
these women from their ill-advised action. 
If the Home Secretary were to try and 
modify, if not to wipe out altogether, the 
punishment that had been passed in this 
case, he believed it would have much 
better results than the sentence that 
had been imposed. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Adjourned at Twenty-two min- 





utes after Eleven o’clock. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, 22nd June, 1906. 

COMMISSION, 
The following Bills received the Royal 
Assent : 
1, Finance. 
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2, Seamen’s and Soldiers’ False Char- 
acters. 

3. Metropolitan Police (Commission). 

4, Police (Superannuation). 


Member. 


5, Electric Lighting Provisional Order 
(No. 1). 

6, Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 2. 

7. Marriages Provisional Order. 


v2 


. Great North of Scotland Railway 
Order Confirmation. 


9. Local Government (Ireland) Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 1). 

10. Holyhead Water. 

11. Norwich 
Society. 


indicates revision by the 


Union Life Insurance 


12. Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway 
(Superannuation Fund). 


f a Speech 


13. Mersey Railway. 

14. North Sussex Gas and Water. 

15. Preston, Chorley, and Horwich 
Tramways. 

16. New Mills Urban District Council 

17. North East Lincolnshire Water. 


18. National Assurance Company of 
Ireland and Yorkshire Fire and Life 
Insurance Company. 

19. South Lancashire Tramways (Ex- 
tension of Time). 

20. Scottish Provident 
Buildings. 


21. Mersey Docks and Harbour Board. 


commencement Oo 


Institution 


[4n Asterisk (*) at the 


Lord Graves—Henry Cyril Perey 
Graves’ claim to vote as Lord Graves at 
the election of representative Peers for 
Ireland. Committee for Privileges to 
meet on Monday the 2nd of July next. 


tarldom of Norfolk. Committee for 
Privileges to meet on Monday the 2nd of 
July next. 


Lord Chaworth (£. ‘Meath) took the 
Oath. 
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The Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted the 
House that the Clerk of the Parliaments 
had laid upon the Table the Certificates 
from the Examiners that the Standing 
Orders applicable to the following Bills 
have been complied with: Electric Light- 
ing Provisional Orders (No. 5). Electric 
Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 6). 

The same were ordered to lie upon the 
Table. 


Standing Orders Committee. Report 
from, that the Standing Orders not com- 
plied with in respect of the London 
County Council (General Powers) Bill ; 
London County Council (Tramways and 
Improvements) Bill ; Metropolitan Water 
Board Bill; ought to be dispensed with, 
and the Bills allowed to proceed. 


Read, and agreed to. 


Merthyr Tydfil Gas Bill. 


Reported 
with Amendments. 


Buckhaven, Methil, and Innerleven 
Burgh Extension Bill [H.L.]. Presented, 
and read 1, 

Huddersfield Corporation Bill. The 


Chairman of Committees informed the 
House that the opposition to the Bill 
was withdrawn. The orders made on 
the 17th and 29th of May last discharged, 
and Bill committed. 


North East London Railway Bill. 
Committed. 
London County Council (General 


Powers) Bill; London County Council 
(Tramways and Improvements) Bill ; 
Metropolitan Water Board Bill. Moved, 
That the order made on the 26th day of 
March last, “ That no Private Bill brought 
from the House of Commons shall be 
read a second time after the 19th day of 
June next,” be dispensed with, and that 
the Bills be now read 2*; agreed to; and 
Bills read 2* accordingly. 


Folkestone, Sandgate, and Hythe 
Tramways Bill [H.u.].; Nettlebed and 
District Commons (Preservation) Bill 
[H.L.].; Ritz Hotel, Limited, Bill [#.L.}. 
Read 3*, and passed, and sent to the 
Commons, 


R 
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Sutton, Southcoates, and Drypool Gas 
Bill. Read 3*, with the Amendment, 
and passed, and returned to the Com- 
mons, 


London County Council (General 
Powers) Bill; London County Council 
(Tramways and Improvements) — Bill. 
Committed, the Committees to. be pro- 


posed by the Committee of Selection. 


Metropolitan Water Board Bill. Com- 
mitted. 
London County Buildings Bill; Lon- 


don County Council (General Powers) 
Bill; London County Council (Tram- 
ways and Improvements) Bill ; Corpora- 
tion of London (Blackfriars and other 
Bridges) ; London Government Schemes 
(London and Penge, etc.) Bill ; Electric 
Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 4) Bill 
{H.L.]; Tramways Orders Confirmation 
Bill {u.L.]. Report from the Committee 
of Selection, That the following Lords be 
proposed to the House to form the Select 
Committee for the consideration of the 
said Bills ; (viz.), E. Camperdown (chair- 
man), i Clinton, L. Monk Bretton, 
L. Sudley. (£. Arran), L. Leith of 
Fyvie ; agreed to; and the said Lords 
appointed accordingly, The Committee 
to meet on Tuesday next, at Eleven | 
o'clock ; and all petitions referred to the | 
Committee, with leave to the petitioners | 
praying to be heard by counsel against 
the Bills to be heard as desired, as also 
counsel for the Bills, 








Poole Corporation Water Bill ; London 
County Council (Money) Billy Brought 
from the Commons; read 1*; and _ re- 
ferred to the examiners. 


Maryport Harbour Bill [HL]. Re- 


turned from the Commons agreed to. 





Buenos Ayres Grand National Tram- 
ways Fill [H..]; Channel Ferry Railway 
and Quay Bill (i, L.}; Hull Joint Dock | 

3ill [H.1.]. Returned from the Com- 
mons agreed to, with Amendments. 





Southampton Gas Bill, Returned from | 
the Commons with the Amendment | 
agreed to. 


Gas Companies 


(Removal of Sulphur 
Restrictions) Bill. | 


Returned from the 
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Commons, with the Amendments agrced 
to. 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 7) Bill; Local Government Provi- 
sional Orders (Poor Law) Bill; Local 
Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders 
(No. 2) Bill ; Local Government (Ireland) 
Provisional Orders (No. 3) Bill. House 
in Committee (according to order). Bills 
reported without Amendment. Standing 
Committee negatived; and Bills to he 
read 3" on Monday next. 


Forfar Corporation Water Order Con- 
firmation Bill. Read 3* (according to 
order), and passed, 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
(No. 1) Bill, (No. 132); Pier and Har- 
as Provisional Orders (No. 2) Bill, 
(No. 133); Water Provisional Order Bill, 
(No. 134). Brought from the Commons, 
Read 1* ; to be printed ; and referred to 
the Examiners. 


Land Drainage Provisional Order Bill ; 
Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 1) Bill; Local Government Provi- 
sional Orders (No. 2) Bill ; Local Govern- 
ment Provisional Orders (No. 3) Dill; 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 4) Bill; Loeal Government Provi- 
bot Orders (No. 5) Bill; Local 


Government Provisional Order (No. 6) 


Bill. House in Committee (according to 
'order). Bills reported without Amend- 
ment. Standing Committee negatived ; 


and Bills to be read 3* on Monday next. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
ASTRONOMER ROYAL (GREENWICH 
OBSERVATORY). 

Report of the Astronomer Royal to the 
hoard of visitors of the Royal Observatory. 
Greenwich, read at the annual visitation 
of the Royal Observatory, 30th May 1906. 


AUSTRALIA. 
Report of the Royal Commission on 
the Navigation Bill of the Australian 
Commonwealth, 1904. 


TRADE REPORTS : ANNUAL SERIES. 
No. 3648. China (Wuhu). 

No. 3649. Paraguay, 

No, 3650, Austria-Hungary (Fiume). 
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| my being present to take part in the 


Report and recommendations of the | debate on the Second Reading. I do not 


‘Committee appointed to investigate and 
advise the First Commissioner of Works 
with regard to the improvement of the 
ventilation of the House of Commons. 


Presented (by command), and ordered 
to lie on the Table. 


INTERMEDIATE EDUCATION 
(IRELAND), 


Rules and Programme of Exammations | 
House | 


for 1907. Laid before the 


(pursuant to Act), and ordered to lie on | 


the Table. 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES. 
The evidence taken before the Select | 
Committee from time to time to be| 
printed, but no copies thereof to be. 
delivered, except to Members of the | 
Committee, until further order. (No. 131.) | 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES, | 
The Lord Balfour discharged from | 
serving on the Select Committee. 


MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS BILL. 


House in Committee (according to | 
order); Bill reported without Amend.- | 


ment ; and re-committed to the Standing 
Committee. 


Offices. 
Select 
to order), and 


House of Lords 
Report from the 
considered (according 
agreed to. 


INDIAN RAILWAYS ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL. 


House in Committee (according to 
order); Bill reported withont Amend- 
ment, and re-committed to the Standing 
Committee. 





JUSTICES OF THE PEACE (NO. 2) BILL. | 


-- Order of the Day for the House to be 
put into Committee read. 


-- Moved, “ That the House do now re- | 


solve itself into 


Committee.”—(Eurl 
Beauchamp.) 

THE Marquess of LONDONDERRY : 
My Lords, before the House resolves it- 
self into Committee I desire to say a few 
words upon this Bill, as circumstances 
ver which I had no control prevented 


| propose to utter one jarring note after 
|the harmonious discussion which took 


| place upon the last stage. I concur 
| entirely in all that was said by my noble 
| friend the Leader of the House, and I 
| sincerely hope that with the disappearance 
of the property qualification in England 
| we shall not see the dignity or efficiency 
_ of the Bench impaired. 

| The property qualification was in- 
stituted many years ago for the purpose 
| of preventing any possible corruption on 
| the part of those appointed as magistrates. 
| I think I am justified in saying that our 
|system of an unpaid magistracy has 
worked exceedingly well for many years, 
and to my mind it would be a very de- 
plorable thing if, owing to assimilating 
the qualification in England to that in 
Ireland and Scotland, the dignity of the 
Bench were lowered. It is, therefore, 
with great regret that I should see 
appointments to the local benches made 
simply as a reward for services of a 
political character. I have read with 
| great interest the debate which took 
| place in your Lordships’ House a week 
ago, and [ noticed that in the very lucid, 
and may I say moderate, speech of the 
noble and learned Lord on the Woolsack 
the statement was made that Members of 


Jor 7 thie ra » 7 
Second | the Party to which I have the honour to 


Committee | 


belong predominate on the Bench. I do 
not deny that. My own experience tells 
| me that that is the case, but I think it is 
generally found that the reason for that 
is that those who have been more specially 
| qualified to occupy a seat on the Bench in 
the various districts have as a rule be- 
longed to that Party. 


I have had the honour of being His 
Majesty’s representative in the County 
Down in Ireland, and until recently in 
the city of Belfast, and I have always 
endeavoured to appoint gentlemen to the 
| Bench, regardless of what their political 
‘or religious views were, so long 
as they could perform satisfactorily the 
| duties of the position. But in the County 
/Down I have been obliged to select 
| Protestants because I have experienced 
| difficulty, in that Protestant county, in 
| finding gentlemen of the opposite faith 
| who were in every way qualified for the 
| fulfilment of the duties. The debate 
| which took place the other day was un- 
| doubtedly a very interesting one, but I 


R : 


) 
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confess I read it with a certain amount 
of surprise. I am one of those who. con- 
sider that an ounce of practice is worth a 
ton of theory, and I had hoped that we 
should have heard from someone how 
justices of the peace discharge their 
duties in Ireland and Scotland where no 
property qualification is insisted upon. 
I had hoped that the noble and learned 
Lord on the Woolsack would have given 
us his experience on that point. 


Of Scotland I know very little, but 
I have had some experience with regard 
to Ireland, and in the part with which I 
am particularly associated there is no 
complaint whatever to be made of those 
appointed to the Bench. But I am sorry 
I cannot speak in the same congratula- 
tory tone as to the south of Ireland. It 
is well known that in the south of 
Ireland, between 1892 and 1895, there 
were appointed a large number of magis- 
trates solely on political grounds. I 
believe that will not be denied. They 
are now recognised as Morley’s magis- 


trates; and I do not know that they | 


added very much to the credit of the 
various benches to which they were ap- 
pointed. I have heard it said that some 
of the gentlemen appointed to benches 


in the south of Ireland had themselves | 


in previous years appeared before those 
benches. I have also heard that so little 
confidence was felt in those gentlemen 
that the inhabitants would rather appear 
before the resident magistrate. 
one occurrence I should like to bring 
before your Lordships for which I can 
vouch, though I will not mention any 
names. ‘The present Lord Chancellor, 
of whom I speak with the greatest 
possible respect, in the days to which I 
allude sent a list of names to a Lord- 
Lieutenant in the south of Ireland asking 
him to recommend them to be justices of 
the peace for his county. The Lord- 
Lieutenant asked for an interview, and 
explained that he could not take upon 
himself the responsibility of recommend- 
ing those gentlemen, as many of them 
had themselves appeared before the 
magistrates. 
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The Lord-Lieutenant came upon two 
names and absolutely declined to recom- 
mend them. The Lord Chancellor 
urged that he should do so, but the 
Lord-Lieutenant still persisted in his 
refusal, ‘“ Why not recommend them ?” 
asked the Lord Chancellor. ‘“ Because,” 
replied the Lord-Lieutenant, “they died 
a fortnight ago of delirium tremens, one 
of them a bankrupt.” I mention this 
to show what might be the condition 
of things on the Bench if appointments 
are made to the magistracy purely as 
a reward for political services. The 
dignity of the Bench should be maintained, 
and I mention this instance to show that 
_if we do assimilate the condition of things 
| in England to that in Ireland, we must 
not go to the extreme of rewarding 
| political services by putting on the Bench 
'gentlemen who are not qualified. | 
‘trust that Lords-Lieutenant will be very 
‘careful in submitting names to the Lord 
| Chancellor. I do not oppose the Bill now 
before your Lordships, but I have brought 
this matter forward in the hope that 
nothing will be done to impair the dignity 
and etticiency of the Bench. 





Viscount St. ALDWYN: My Lords, 
my noble friend has referred to the 
appointment of magistrates, which may 
no doubt often have been pressed on 
the Lord Chancellor of the day or the 
Lord-Lieutenant of a county, on account 
of political services. But there is one 
point in connection with this question 
which does not seem to be touched by the 
Bill, to which I should like to call your 
Lordships’ attention. As Member for a 
large city, I have often had the names of 
gentlemen brought before me for recom- 
mendation to the Lord Chancellor, and 
those recommendations have usually 
come, by arrangement, from both political 
parties. As a rule, I think, there is 
a feeling that appointments of this 
kind should be recommended, to some 
extent at any rate, on political grounds, 
I do not say in the minds of those 
who make them, but in the minds 
of those who recommend them. | 
| think everyone must have noticed, in 





THE LORD CHANCELLOR (Lord | looking into this subject as it affects 
Loresurn): The noble Marquess is | the English counties and boroughs, that 
referring to the Lord Chancellor of | there isan extraordinarily high proportion 


Treland. 


THE MARQUESS OF LONDONDERRY : 
Yes, the Lord Chancellor of Ireland. 


The Marquess of Londonderry. 


of names of persons who appear on the 
lists but who never do a stroke of work. 
| They probably have been appointed for 
‘some such reason as I have alluded to- 
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These persons when appointed probably | 
thought of nothing beyond the fulfilment | 
of their desire to have what is locally | 
considered the great honour of writing 
“J.P.” after their name; they never 
thought that the honour also carried with | 
it the fulfilment of duties. If it were 
possible for the noble and learned Lord 
on the Woolsack or for Lords-Lieutenant 
from time to time to remove such names 
from the list, I think that a great reform 
might be achieved. 


| appointment. 


THe Eart or HALSBURY: My) 
Lords, when the duty devolved upon me 
of exercising the office now discharged 
by the noble and learned Lord on the 
Woolsack I repeatedly requested that an 
undertaking should be given by the 
person appointed to the magistracy to do | 
his duty as justice of the peace, and | 
although I have not actually removed the | 
names of those who have not done their | 
duty I have caused letters to be written | 
to them from time to time pointing out 
that if they did not do their duty they | 
were not fit to be magistrates and should | 


be removed, and I have found that the | 
hint has been invariably adopted. Un- 
doubtedly the person appointed should | 
undertake to perform the duties. 


*Lorp ASHBOURNE: My Lords, I} 
should like to say one or two words in view | 
of what has fallen from my noble friend | 
Lord St. Aldwyn. I entirely concur in 
what he says as to the difficulty of pro- 
curing the regular attendance of magis- 
trates on the Bench, and I have been | 
impressed in Ireland with the fact that 
this is a growing difficulty in the manning 
of the county benches. A somewhat | 
different system prevails in Ireland from 
that which obtains in England with 
relerence to the appointment of magis- 
trates, and I am not sure that my noble 
an (learned friend on the Woolsack might | 
not find it desirable to inquire of the 
very efficient officer who is in charge of 
that branch of the Lord Chancellor's 
duties in Ireland what are the actual 
= connected with the appointments 
there. 


For a great many years we have 
had no such property qualification in 
Ireland as that which has existed 
in England ; but the custom has been, 
ever since I was first appointed Lord 
Chancellor and for many years before, for 
I did not initiate it, to send to Lords- 
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Lieutenant in Ireland forms which they 
would forward when they desired to 
invite a gentleman to join the magistracy. 


| This form, which would be filled up in the 


candidate’s own handwriting, would 
contain a statement as to his name, age, 
residence and property in that particular 
county or in other counties, and informa- 
tion on various other matters which would 
be of assistance both to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant and to the Lord Chancellor when 
the time came for considering his fitness for 
One of the questions asked 
of a candidate was as to the petty sessional 


| districts he proposed to attend, and 
_ personally I have very rarely sanctioned 


more than three. Another question asked 
was whether, if appointed to the magis- 


‘tracy, he proposed to give a regular 


attendance in the petty sessional districts 
named. All these questions are in the 
direction of getting that regular attend- 
ance which my noble friend has indicated. 

My noble and learned friend Lord 


Halsbury has stated that he occasionally 
directed the attention of those who were 


| negligent to their duties as justices of the 
| peace, but I am afraid it is not very easy 


to secure compliance with such requests. 
My attention on one occasion was directed 
by Lord St. Aldwyn when Chief Secre- 
tary for Ireland to this matter, and I 
applied myself to ascertaining those 
magistrates who had gone away and those 
who had ceased to take any part in the 
work of the county, and I was thus 
able to remove many names that had 
become perfectly useless so as to obtain 
a more effective list. The matter is one 


| beset with a great deal of difficulty and 


requires much tact and prudence, 


Lorp HENEAGE: I should like to ask 
whether the law is not perfectly clear on 
this point, that clerks of the peace are 
obliged to make out a list of magistrates 


| who have not attended for two years, and 


that these magistrates are put on the non 
resident list. 


THe Eart or DARTMOUTH: I 
may state, in view of the observations 
of the noble and learned Lord the late 
Lord Chancellor for Ireland, that per- 
sonally I have never appointet any 
magistrates without asking for the 
information referred to, and an under- 
taking that the persons whom I recom- 
mended would perform their fair share 
of the duties attached to the position, 
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That undertaking has invariably been 
given, but I am sorry to say it has not 
always been carried cut. With regard 
to the remarks of my noble friend below 
me, I think one word ought to be said in 
defence of the magistrates themselves. 
It is this, that many of our benches are 
now so crowded that there is not seating 
accommodation for all of them. 


Justices of the Peace 


Lorp HEMPHILL: My Lords, I have 
had considerable experience of the 
magistracy of Ireland and full opportunity 
of knowing how the justices generally 
have discharged their duties. 
aware that there have been any com- 
plaints at all against the 
magistracy of Ireland, either in regard to 


non-attendance or insufficient attention | 


to the discharge of their duties; and if 
there were any grounds for supposing 


that improper persons had under the | 


existing law in Ireland been appointed to 


the Bench surely instances could have | 


I 


been adduced to your Lordships. 


would remind noble Lords that the ex- | 


isting property qualification is not of 
such a nature as to prevent the abuses 
apprehended. If corruption, _ political 
or of any other nature, could creep 
into the appointment of magistrates 
the existing qualification would not 
be sutlicient to prevent it. Therefore 
it occurs to me that no argument what- 
ever has been advanced against the 
present Bill. 


No qualification has been necessary in 
Ireland for more than a century at least, 
and after long experience, having lived 
all my life in Ireland and had the oppor- 


tunity of knowing how the magistrates | 


act in the southern counties, I can 
hardly call to mind any instance 
where abuses have been shown to exist. 
If we search the records of the Court 
of the King’s Bench in Ireland it 
will appear that it is very rarely 
indeed that the decisions of the magis- 
trates are called in question, except 
in occasional differences of opinion on 
questions of legal sniceties. I think, 
therefore, that this is one of the cases in 
which, if possible, the laws of the three 
countries should be assimilated, and there 
is no fear of abuse. It is necessary that 


the people should have confidence in the | 


magisterial administration of justice, and 
it is desirable therefore that the justices 
The Earl of Dartmouth. 


{LORDS} 


I am not | 


unpaid | 


(No. 


|should not all be 
political thinking. 
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of the same way of 


THE Eart oF MEATH: The noble 
and learned Lord the late Lord Chancellor 
of Ireland has informed your Lordships 
| that in Ireland there is a form which has 
to be filled up by the applicant and is 
sent by His Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant to 
|the Lord Chancellor. That is perfectly 
correct, but I wish I could say that it 
was of much use. Unfortunately, although 
the applicants do sign this form and say 
they will give as much of their time to 
the actual work on the bench as is com- 
patible with their other duties, they do 
not fulfil their promise. The result is, at 
'all events in my own county, that at least 
one half of the magistrates do not attend 
‘at all. I always feel most reluctant 
to recommend anybody to the Lord 
Chancellor, because I know that the 
bench is already overcrowded. Yet at 
the same time there are many whose 
claims are brought before me who ought 
to be magistrates, but I cannot see my 
| way to recommend them. I am sure [ 
am speaking what is in the minds of a 
great number of Lords-Lieutenant in the 
populous districts both of Ireland and of 
England when I say that it would le 
conducive to the public service if some 
arrangement could be made by which 
magistrates who did not attend should 
automatically cease to be magistrates after 
a certain time. 


THe LORD CHANCELLOR: My 
Lords, the noble Marquess who spoke 
first appealed to me to say something 
with regard to one or two points. As 
to the point raised by the noble Viscount, 
that there ought to be some means by 
which magistrates who do not attend 
should cease to be justices of the peace 
without any reflection upon them, | 
agree that this suggestion is well worthy 
of consideration. I am afraid, however, 
that I am myself disqualified from ex- 
pressing any opinion on the subject, 
because I am one of the delinquents. 
I was appointed eleven years ago a 
magistrate for the county of Kent. I 
did not give any undertaking that I 
would attend, but the real pressure of 
work has prevented me from putting 
in one solitary appearance from that 
day to this. Therefore, my first duty 
would be to remove myself. 


| 
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There ought, I think, to be an under- | | appointing as magistrates, asa reward for 
standing, if not an undertaking, that | political services, undeserving persons. [I 
when a ‘magistrate accepts the position | really do wish to see the administration of 
it should be with the intention of dis- justice in this country carried out in a way 
charging the duties. It is quite correct | that will secure the affection and the 
that there is a constant correspondence | respect of the people at large, and I would 
on matters relating to the magistracy | not be a party to placing on the Bench a 
going on in the Lord Chancellor's office, | man who was not an honest man and a 
and there are frequent requests to know | proper person for such a position. 
whether gentlemen intend to perform 
their duties or are willing to be removed} House in Committee (according to 
from the Commission of the Peace, but | | order). 
they never display any alacrity to be | 
removed. With regard to the absence | 
of qualification in Scotland and its effect, | 
it must be remembered that in Scotland | Clause 1 agreed to. 

| 
| 
| 





[The Earl of ONsSLow in the Chair]. 


justices of the peace have fewer duties; _, . 
to discharge than in England; the) Clause 2 :— 


Scottish analogy, therefore, is not : 

absolutely to the mark. I believe the| THE Eart or DARTMOUTH sug- 

absence of qualification makes no differ- | gested that the words requiring residence 
within seven miles should be struck out, 


ence there, nor would it make any U = 
difference here. It must be remembered | 2nd that a man should not be disqualified 
for being a justice of the peace for a 


that there is no qualification necessary | | OF 7 
now in great boroughs like Birmingham, | county on account of residence outside the 
Liverpool and Leeds. The magistrates | County area. What happened, especially 
in the boroughs are appointed without |i" large industrial districts, was that 
qualification ; they discharge most impor- | the persons engaged in them who were 
tant duties, and I have never heard that | ™ost qualified to act as magistrates 
the absence of the property qualification resided elsewhere. In these days ot 
has made any difference. rapid locomotion seven miles was practi- 
. | cally no distance at all; it was merely a 
I do not think there is any real| twenty minutes journey in a motor-car. 
advantage in any money test. It is; He therefore hoped, before the Third 
not a question of how much money a | Reading stage was taken, the Local 
man has, but whether he is a man of Government Board would consider a 
| provision in this form—that a person, if 
| otherwise qualified and having a large 
interest in an industrial centre, should 


education, of firmness of character, 
and one who is looked up to and 
respected by his neighbours. About | : 3 _ cen 
the relations of politics and the magis-  20t be disqualified as a justice of peace 
tracy, I wish there were no such thing, | 02 account of residence outside the 
and that we heard no more about the | county area. He thought that would 
political opinions of the magistrates than | be a far more satisfactory provision. 
we do of the political opinions of doctors. | 
But we all know the actual situation, and} Lorp HERRIES said there was some 
it would be uncandid if we did not admit | danger of the county bench being 
it. There is an enormous preponderance | swamped by the incursion of gentlemen 
of one political opinion on the Bench in| who did not live in the county. He 
the counties. I cannot accept the sugges-| thought they were quite sufficiently 
tion thrown out by the noble Marquess | governed by the towns already, without 
who spoke first that persons of the | enabling gentlemen resident in the towns 
Conservative party are more likely to| to become county magistrates and 
administer justice than those of the other | interfere in the administration of justice 
Party. Personally I do not think there | in the counties. He agreed that there 
is any difference between fair-minded | were circumstances under which it was to 
men on one side of politics and the other. | the advantage of the public that gentle- 

| 

| 


My feeling is that this preponderance | men living outside the county should be 
causes a sense of injustice which ought to | appointed magistrates, but he was afraid 
be redressed. For my part I have no that if the clause were passed in its 
sympathy whatever with the idea of | present form it would open the door too 
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widely. There would be the danger of a 
great many magiatrates being appointed 
from outside, with the result that .the 
county magistrates would be swamped. 
He suggested that the clause should 
read— 

“A person, if otherwise qualified, may be 
appointed a justice of the peace for any 
county, notwithstanding that he does not 
reside in the county, if he resides within seven 
miles thereof and if it is for the public interest 
in the administration of justice that such an 
appointment should be made.” 


THE Eart or JERSEY hoped the 
rather vague Amendment suggested by 
Lord Dartmouth would not be accepted. 
He was of opinion that those who sat on 
the local bench should be gentlemen 
residing close by. They were more likely 
to attend regularly, and to be in real 
touch with the neighbourhood. It rested 
with the Lord Chancellor and the Lord- 
Lieutenant whether too many magistrates 
were appointed, and he thought that in 
this matter both would be guided by 
what they considered best for the county. 


THe LORD CHANCELLOK thought 
that the Amendment suggested by Lord 
Dartmouth was too vague, and that the 
clause as it stood would be more useful. 
The direction to the Lord Chancellor was 
in the Statute of Henry V., that justices 
of the peace henceforth to be appointed 
within the counties of England should be 
‘most sufficient persons dwelling in the 
same county.” That was the old law, 
and he imagined that it was as binding 
upon him as it was upon his predecessor 
in the time of Henry V. The persons to 
be appointed should be competent, 
trustworthy, and reliable individuals. 


THE EArt or DARTMOUTH said 
he did not move his Amendment. He 
only offered it as a very humble 
suggestion, and was sorry it had not 
met with any favour. 


Clause 2 agreed to. 
Clause 3 :— 
THe EArt oF DARTMOUTH moved 


an Amendment stipulating that solicitors, 
“ if otherwise qualified,” might be 
appointed, According to the clause as 
it stood, a person, if otherwise qualified, 
might be appointed, but a solicitor could 
apparently be appointed whether he 
Lord Herries. 
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was qualified or not. Those who lived 
in the counties did not want to have any 
cuckoos in the home nest, and it seemed 
to him that this suggestion of dumping 
down outside solicitors on local benches 
was not one that would meet with 
approval. It seemed to him to extend 
the principal of Free Trade in a manner 
that was never intended by the origina- 
tors of that system, and he thought 
that without treading on anybody’s 
corns in this particular instance they 
might ask to be allowed to adopt the 
principle of Protection. 


Amendment moved— 

“In page 1, line 11, after the word 
‘solicitor’ to insert the words ‘if otherwise 
qualified.’ °—-(7he Earl of Dartmouth.) 


Tue LORD CHANCELLOR did not 
understand the clause to mean that 
solicitors, merely because they were 
solicitors, could be appointed without 
any other qualification. He would not 
enter into the point as to whether or 
not that was a true construction, for he 
saw no objection to accepting the Amend- 
ment in order to make it quite clear 
that no such special privilege was 
intended to be accorded to any particu- 
lar class. 


THE EARL Or HALSBURY said that 
probably the reason why the words in 
the clause were used was that a solicitor 
was, under certain circumstances, dis- 
qualified, and it was proposed to remove 
that disqualification. 


On Question, Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 3, as amended, agreed to. 
Remaining clause agreed to. 


Bill recommitted to the Standing 
Committee, and to be printed as amended. 
(No. 135.) 


ECCLESIASTICAL DISCIPLINE COM- 
MISSION. 

*LorD KINNAIRD rose to ask His 
Majesty’s Government—l. If they can 
explain to the House the cause of the 
repeated delays in presenting the Report 
of the Commission on Ecclesiastical 
Discipline to His Majesty the King, and 
why it has not been presented before 
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Whitsuntide as promised in March in 
another place ? 2. Would the Government 
endeavour to hasten this Report, as it 
would be of the greatest value during the 
Education debate? 3. Does not the 
prolonged delay involve the Government 
in considerable additional expense? 4. 
Could the Government also further the 
matter by recommending to the Com- 
mission the advisability of getting the 
volumes of evidence or some of them 
printed off and bound at once, so that 
there will be no printing delays after the 
Commission have made their report ? 
The noble Lord said: My Lords, I must 
apologise for not being in my place to 
put the Question last week, and I am very 
sorry if my absence caused any of your 
Lordships any inconvenience. There was 
along list of notices on the Paper, and I 
thought my Question would not be 
reached until after five o'clock. When I 
got down to the House, however, your 
Lordships had adjourned. I fully 
recognise the difficulty of this subject and 
that the amount of evidence given before 
the Commission was considerable. I feel 
that those who have given so much time 
and thought to this matter deserve our 
best thanks and gratitude. The fact 
that the Chairman of the Commission was 
called away on a very important inquiry 
connected with our Indian Empire may 
have caused delay ; but I have put the 
Question down in order to allay any 
feeling in people’s minds that there has 
been considerable delay in this matter ; 
and especially at this juncture, when 
there is considerable anxiety with refer- 
ence to the education of the country, it is 
desirable to have some authoritative 
statement as to whether the numbers of 
those clergy who are disobeying the 
law of the Church and of the land as 
given by the Low Church Party are 
correct. The Report, I think, may 


influence a good many people in judg: | 


ing how far those clergy who do 
not obey the law ought to be given 
considerable power under the Education 
Bill in educating the children in our 
elementary schools. I should be very 
sorry if the wording of my Question in 
any way led to the impression that there 
had been needless delay in the bringing 
out of the Report. 


THE LORD PRIVY SEAL (The 
Marquess of Riron): My Lords, I am 
very glad that the remarks of the noble 
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Lord who has just sat down have to a 
certain extent removed the somewhat un- 
pleasant impression which the wording of 
his Question as it stands on the Paper was 
calculated to cause. I certainly did feel 
that, evidently unintentionally, the noble 
Lord’s Question implied distrust, not to 
say suspicion, of the proceedings of the 
Commission, which I believe to be entirely 
without justification. I do not think, 
from the information in my possession, 
that there has been any avoidable or 
unnecessary delay in the presentation of 
the Report. When we recollect that the 
noble Viscount opposite, Lord St. Aldwyn, 
presided over the Commission, we shall 
not be likely to believe that he is a man 
to let the grass grow under his feet. At 
least I have never formed that conception 
of his character, and I can certainly say 
that His Majesty’s Government do not feel 
that there has been any undue delay in 
the matter. 

When my noble friend opposite, Lord 
Kinnaird, speaks of a promise given to 
present the Report before Whitsuntide, 
he puts the matter very much more 
strongly than the facts justify. My 
right hon. friend the Prime Minister 
gave no promise, but expressed a hope, 
and all the hopes which one expresses are 
not to be converted into promises, for 
life consists very greatly of unrealised 
hopes. Withrespect to the date at which 
the Report will appear, | think it will be 
published soon enough to satisfy the noble 
Lord. I will not, however, venture, as a 
hope has been treated as a promise, to 
express an opinion on this subject, but 
will leave it to the noble Viscount 
opposite, who, no doubt, will speak. As 
to expense, the cost involved by the 
difference between the presentation of the 
Report at the beginning of June and the 
end of June is infinitesimal. I am told 
that it is nothing more than the salary of 
the Secretary, which may be prolonged 
for a week or two. The question of cost 
is, therefore, altogether unworthy of being 
considered. [ believe that steps have 
been taken to carry out the wishes ex- 
pressed in the fourth inquiry of the noble 
Lord. Efforts are being made to produce 
the evidence as quickly as possible, either 
with or immediately after the publication 
of the Report. I quite agree that this is 
highly desirable in a matter of this kind. 


*ViscounT St. ALDWYN: My Lords 
perhaps, as I had the honour of presiding 


Commission. 
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over this Commission, I may make a few | as strongly as it is possible for me to do 
observations in reply to the Question | so, consistent with language proper to 


placed on the Paper by the noble Lord.| be used in your Lordships’ 
But that is not all. 


I appreciate the sentences with which he 
commenced his observations, but I am_ 
bound to say that it is difficult to recon- | 
cile them with the terms of his Question. 
The first paragraph of the Question con- 
tains two untrue statements. 
first place, it is not true to say that any 
promise was given that this Report would 
be presented before Whitsuntide. All 


House. 
The noble Lord has 
‘insinuated in the terms of his Question 
that the delay has been needless, and 


that it has been done purposely in order 


In the 


that was ever said was what the Prime | 


Minister was authorised by me, on behalf 
of the Commission, to say in the House 
of Commons in F ebruary last,f that I had 
hopes that we might finish the considera- 
tion of our Report before Whitsuntide. 
In the second place, it is not true to say 
that there have been repeated delays in 
presenting the Report; not only have 
there been no repeated delays, but there 
has been no delay at all. 


I do not know whether the noble Lord 
has ever served his country upon a Royal 
Commission. Perhaps his not having 
done so may excuse the way in which he 
has referred to those who have given 
gratuitous services in a difficult and most 
unpleasant duty. Personally, having 
myself given services of this kind on 
many occasions, | may say that I have 
never known a Commission which worked 
harder, with a greater desire to bring its 
labours to as early a termination as 
was consistent with their proper per- 
formance, than this Commission. We 
commenced our inquiry a little more than 
two years ago. The previous Ritual Com- 
mission took nearly five years in consider- 
ing the matters referred to them. This 
Commission was composed of fourteen 
members, including three members of the 
Episcopal Bench, three Judges, and three 
Members of Parliament ; and the remain- 
ing members were all men_ busily 
engaged in their respective avocations. 
I venture to say there was not one 
member on that Commission who 
could not be called a very busy 
man. In those two years we sat 
on something like 120 days—long sittings 
on each day ; and of course many of us 
devoted a great deal of time besides that 
to the work of the Commission. That is 
what we did. 

Now it is suggested that there have 
been delays. I repudiate that suggestion 


t See (4) Debates, elii., 519. 
Viscount St. Aldwyn. 





to prevent the country from obtaining in 
the debates on the Education Bill what- 
ever information might be gathered 
from the Report and evidence of this 
Commission. I do not know whether the 
noble Lord really means to make that 
insinuation. 


*Lorp KINNAIRD: I did not mean 


| to make the insinuation. 


*Viscount St. ALDWYN: I very 
gladly accept that denial. But such an 
insinuation has been made in the gutter 
Press, and I can only say it is an absolute 
lie. I can use no other term to charac- 
terise it. I do not know—and I do not 
very much care—what effect anything in 
the Report or the evidence given before 
the Commission may have in_ the 
debates on the Education Bill. But this 
I do know, speaking for myself, that 
nothing could be more unjust, or more 
illogical than to appreciate the denomi- 
national teaching generally given in 
Church of England ‘schools by “the mis- 
guided action “of a certain number of 
clergymen, very few in number as com- 
pared with the total body of the clergy 
of the Church. 


With regard to our proceedings, | 
am thankful to say they have been 
brought to a termination. Our Re- 
port is, I am afraid, rather a_ large 
volume. It has been unanimously agreed 
to, without reservation or dissent on 
the part of a single Commissioner. It 
has been signed by all the Commissioners 
but one—the Lord Chief Justice, who 
was unable to sign it at our meeting 
because he was on Circuit in Somerset- 
shire. His signature will be obtained 
either to-day or to-morrow. The Kke- 
port will, I believe, be presented to 
the Home Office on Monday for sub- 
mission to His Majesty, and, of course, it 
will rest with the Home Office how soon 
it is circulated. The evidence, the index, 
and the rest of the Papers will be pre- 
sented, I believe, in a fortnight from 
Monday next, and will be available—of 


course by the permission of the printers, 
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who are rather difficult to deal with in 
these matters—as soon as may be possible 
to the public after that date. I hope I 
have said enough to show that we, the 
members of this Royal Commission, have 
done our work to the best of our ability, 
and that we do not deserve the gross 
insinuation contained in the Question of 
the noble Lord. 


RESERVE FORCES BILL. 
Order of the day for the Third Read- 


ing read. 


Moved, “‘ That the Bill be now read 3°.” 
—(Lhe Earl of Portsmouth.) 


*Lorp HAVERSHAM: My Lords, 


before this Bill is read a third time, I | 


wish to say a few words upon it. 
proposal herein contained will go down 
to another place fortified by the opinion 


of perhaps the strongest man who could | 


be summoned in support of it. I refer 
to the late Sir Robert Herbert, who was 


for so long Under-Secretary for the | 
Seven years ago I made the | 


Colonies. j 
proposal to Sir Robert Herbert which is 
contained in this Bill, and suggested that 


he should use the machinery of the | 


Empire League to obtain an opinion in 


favour of the establishment of a Reserve | 
tobert Herbert | 


in the Colonies. Sir 
took up the question with his usual 
eagerness, and promised me that the 
Committee of the Empire League should 
inquire into the details. 
letter— 

“Your suggestion as to the enrollment of 
men in the Colonies in the Imperial Reserve is, 
I think, sound and practical, and I will bring 
it before the Council of the Empire League. 
After the present South African war is over 
it might be possible to settle a number of time 
expired soldiers on the land, giving them 
grants on condition of their being ready for 
service anywhere. ” 

I am glad that this proposal, so far 
as His Majesty’s Government are con- 
cerned, is about to be carried out. 

dut this Bill does various other things 
which are equally useful. In the first 
place, it enables the Government to pay 
men of the Reserve in the Colonies. 


During my time at the War Office we | 


were not allowed even to pay pensions 
outside the United Kingdom. That 
difficulty is now removed. The second 
great advantage is that we shall be en- 
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abled to enlist men direct into the 
Reserve. I understand that there are 
no less than 3,000 men in India who 
are now in the Reserve, but who are not 
under any control whatever. These men 
will be under the same control in the 
future as Reserve men at home, and will 
be a strong addition to the Reserve 
Forces of this country. 


Lastly, there is a provision to give 
greater elasticity to the various branches 
of the Reserve. At present it is impossible 
for a man in the Cavalry Reserve to serve 
in the Remount Department or to join the- 
Mounted Infantry, for this reason, that 
both of those services are regarded as 
dismounted services. It is of the greatest 
| possible importance that these men should. 
| be so employed. Many of them are 
incapable any longer of serving in the 
| Cavalry and would be of the greatest 





_ possible service in the Remount Depart- 
ment and in other ways. It may be said 
that it is a difficult thing to make a 
cavalryman into an infantryman and vics 
versa, but we may be sure that the 
authorities will not use this power unless 
it is of service to them. This Bill will 
also give us a much larger Reserve in the 
Colonies than we have had before. It 
will enable us to use our Colonial Army 
| in a much more effective way, and it will 
create a greater connection between the 
Colonies and the mother country. Above 
all, the Bill will enable the Colonies in 
time of stress to come forward with a 
much larger Reserve to aid our forces in 
matters which may be of equal importance 
to them as to ourselves. I hope the Bill 
will go down to the other House fortified 
by the sanction of the Government and 
that they will use all their efforts to 
secure its passage into law this session, 


THe UNDER SECRETARY or 
|STATE ror WAR (The Eart or Ports- 
| MOUTH) : My Lords, I should like to 
| express a few words of thanks to my 
/noble friend for what he has said on 
| behalf of this Bill. I think I ought also 
to say, in fairness, that the reason the Bill 
has made such satisfactory progress in 
your Lordships’ House is not only the 
merit of the Bill itself, but also the fact 
that it is in almost all respects the same 
Bill as was introduced by the late 
Government and which your Lordships 
passed through all its stages. It was 
one of the Bills which, owing to pressure 
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of business at the end of last session, was | 
massacred in the House of Commons. I 
hope your Lordships will give the Bill a 
Third Reading. It will then go down to | 
the House of Commons with the necessary 
Amendments that have been introduced, 
and I trust there is every prospect of the 
Bill being passed into law this Session. 


On Question, Bill read 3*, and passed. 
with the Amendments, and sent to the 
Commons. 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES. 

Lorp DENMAN: My Lords, on 
behalf of my noble friend who represents 
the Board of Trade in this House (the 
Earl of Granard) I beg to move that the 
Earl Beauchamp be added to the Select 
Committee. I am given to understand 
that owing to the regrettable absence, 
through indisposition, of Lord Balfour of 
Burleigh it has been found necessary to 
obtain the services of another Member. 
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Majesty’s Government than that the 


Servian Government has been  en- 
deavouring ever since to resume 


diplomatic relations with this country, 


The attitude of the late Government 
was something of this kind. They 
intimated that so long as the Servian 
Government identified itself with the 
regicides they preferred to have no 
it. No demand 


| was made that any punishment should be 


‘out that His 


Moved, ‘“‘ That the Earl Beauchamp be | 
added to the Select Committee.”—(Lord | 


Denmun). 
On Question, Motion agreed to. 


SERVIA. 
Lorp NEWTON: My Lords, I rise to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for 


Foreign Affairs whether he is prepared | 


to make a statement with reference to 
the renewal of diplomatic relations with 
Servia. When the barbarous murder of 
the late King and Queen of Servia took 
place, and when the perpetrators of that 
crime were not only not punished, but 
actually rewarded by high positions and 
influential commands, Lord Lansdowne, 
who was at that time Foreign Minister, 
withdrew our representative at Belgrade, 
and since that period diplomatic relations 
between the two countries have been 
suspended. This action of His Majesty’s 
Government was not only unanimously 
approved here, but it produced an 
excellent effect throughout the Continent, 
possibly owing to the fact that some 
Powers entered into a kind of ignoble 
competition as to which should be first 
to recognise the regicide Government. I 
think you could have no better evidence 
of the wisdom of the action of his 


The Earl of Portsmouth. 


inflicted upon them, and I venture to 
think this was a wise reservation, 
because if we had endeavoured to insist 
upon punishment these men _ would 
probably have been converted into 
patriotic martyrs. I think it was pointed 
Majesty’s (Government, 
naturally regarding Servia as an in- 
dependent country which it was not our 


_ business to interfere with, thought it ought 


to recognise its own duty in the matter, and 
that we should not maintain any official 
relations with it until the Servian 


Government had done what was obvi- 


ously fitting under the 


circumstances. 


and right 


The Servian Government continued 
to make inquiries as to what our wishes 
were in the matter, and on April 11th 
of this year Sir Edward Grey, departing 
in a very slight measure from the attitude 
previously adopted by this country, 
announced in another place that until 
the regicide officers were removed the 
question of reopening diplomatic relations 
with Servia could not be discussed. 
This clearly meant the retirement of 
eighteen persons who were prominently 
associated with the crime in question, and 
who, I believe, had actually personally 
taken part in the murder. ‘The then 
Servian Prime Minister submitted to the 
king a decree proposing to place eleven 
of the principal regicides on the retired 
list. The monarch, however, preferred 
rather than grant this demand to accept 
the resignation of the Prime Minister and 
his Government. Thereupon appeared 
on the scene another Government, and 
the new Prime Minister appears to have 
also approached the Foreign Office through 
intermediaries, who, I understand, were 
Italians. 


Unofficial inquiries were made with the 
view of ascertaining how many retire- 
ments would satisfy our views, and 
somehow or other it was conveyed that if 
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five of the regicides were retired, and re- 
tired in such a manner as to indicate 
clearly that the Servian Government 
disapproved of their crime and dissociated 
itself entirely from them, nominal diplo- 
matic relations with Servia would be 
resumed. 
the Servian Government should distinctly 
dissociate itself from these men, and that 
they should be retired under such circum- 
stances as one might reasonably expect. 


What actually happened was this. I | 


have here the translation of a decree 


which appeared in the official Servian | 


organ of May 30th. The decree runs as 
follows :— 


“ We, Peter, on the proposal of our Minister 
of War, having heard and taken cognisance of 
the decision of the Council of Ministers, do re- 
solve that” 
and here follow the names of five officers— 


“are, at their own request, and on the ground 


of Section 22 of the law on the Army, placed | 


in state of peace.” 


The Section 22 referred to in the 
decree is, I understand, a provision by 
which officers who have rendered dis- 
tinguished service to their country are 
allowed to retire on pensions amounting to 


the full salary which they are at the time | 


receiving. The decree proceeds to state 


that out of consideration for their good | 


will, by which they have placed their 
positions at the disposal of the Govern- 


ment, their pensions shall amount to their | 


full salary. 


What has actually happened, therefore, 


is that five of the principal members | 


of the regicide party, so far from having 


been retired in what I may venture to | 


term a somewhat ignominious manner, 
are allowed 
salaries as full pensions and to leave the 
Army without a stain on their characters. 
I am also informed that in order that 
there should be no unpleasantness the 
King has_ recently appointed 
members of the regicide party to the 
position of aide-de-camp, in which capacity 
they no doubt would come occasionally 


in communication with our representative 


when he goes there. 


Speaking for myself, I should like to 
see diplomatic relations reestablished 
with this country. We have no quarrel 
with the Servian nation, and it is, so far 
as I am aware, just as much entitled: to 
our respect as any other nation; but I 


must say I do resent a state of things | 
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It was clearly intended that | 


to retain their present 


two | 
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| which appears to have brought about a 
| resumption of diplomatic relations under 
/somewhat unsatisfactory circumstances. 
If what I have stated is correct, and I 
| have every reason to believe that it is, 
| then I venture to think this country has 
not been overwell treated in this matter. 
[ observe that an English Minister has 
been appointed, but has not yet been 
'gazetted. I venture te ask whether it 
would not be well, before this gentleman 
actually proceeds to his post, to suggest 
to the Servian Government that it should 
show rather better evidence of goodwill 
in this affair than it has demonstrated up 
to the present time. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


*THE UNDER-SECRETARY — or 
STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Lord 
Fitzmaurice): My Lords, I think it is 
‘natural that my noble friend, who 
| possesses great knowledge of the affairs 
of the East of Europe, should call 
| attention to the facts connected with this 
‘incident. Undoubtedly the situation that 
|has existed in Servia since the great 
' crime committed in June, 1903, has been 
a very difficult one. It was the bounden 
| duty of the Government of this country 
to mark its sense of the terrible character 
‘of the events which took place in the 
Palace of Belgrade. We had _ strict 
precedent for our action in suspend- 
ing diplomatic relations with Servia. 
Personally I was mixed up many years 
ago in the complicated negotiations which 
ended the suspension of relations between 
this country and Mexico consequent on 
the death of the Emperor Maximilian, 
when nearly all the Great European 
Powers suspended relations with Mexico 
for a longer or a shorter time, and 
we were almost the last, if not the 
last, to renew relations. Therefore, 
had the Government chosen in the 
case of Servia, which was an infinitely 
'graver matter than that of Mexico, we 
would not have been without argument to 
show that we could take up a still 
stronger attitude. 


On the other hand, we have to bear in 
| mind that if the duty of a country like ours 
is to make a clear assertion of the dignity 
of the public right of Europe—if I may 
use the expression—it has also to bear in 
mind that the suspension of diplomatic 
relations with any country is always a 
matter which bears rather hardly on our 
own “nationals.” We ought always to 
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be careful that, while punishing other 
countries, we may not possibly be in- 
flicting considerable injury on our own 
subjects. 
was forcibly borne in upon my mind, 
especially through communications in the 
House of Commons, where I at that time 
sat, how very serious a condition of things 
the suspension of diplomatic relations 
was for British subjects in Mexico. 


The Secretary of State thought it 
was his first duty in the case of 
Servia to see that there should be 
some clear acknowledgment on the part 
of the Servian Government by some 
public act that the crime of June, 
1903, was not to be passed over 
without notice. It is impossible on the 
other hand in a matter of this kind for a 
foreign Government like ours to interfere 


in details ; but the broad fact is that, out | 
of deference to the sole and unsupported | 


action of this country, the Servian 
officers have been removed from the 
active list, and an assurance has been 
given that they will not be employed 
again. I believe it will be felt that by 
our action this country has sufficiently 


vindicated what we consider to be the | 
One point | 


public law affecting the case. 
has weighed with His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. Servia is in a very unsatisfactory 
condition, and the presence of a British 
Minister may in itself be the means of 
helping towards the restoration of a more 
satisfactory condition of affairs. The 
people of Servia may thus be reminded 
by the presence of our Minister that 
there is a country in Europe where 
liberty and order can exist together, and 
perhaps in time they may be able to 
realise and to follow our example. 


THE MARQuEsS oF SALISBURY: I 
am sure your Lordships will have heard 
with satisfaction the statement which has 
just been made by the Under-Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affiairs. I do not 
think that any of your Lordships could 
have been in any doubt as to the opinion 
of the Government, or of any British 
Government, in respect to the odious 
crime which was committed a few years 
ago in Servia. But it is a matter of 
satisfaction that, not only in the House 
of Commons, but here, there should be 
a formal pronouncement by the Foreign 


Office to the effect that the present | 


advisers of the Crown are entirely in 
Lord Fitzmaurice. 


{LORDS} 


As to Mexico, for example, it | 
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accord with the policy which we pursued 
in this matter when we held their places, 


It was impossible for a British Govern- 
ment to continue in a relationship of 
courtesy with a Government which had 
been guilty of so heinous a crime, for 
if we had done so it would have appeared 
to Servia and to the world that Great 
Britain condoned the crime. Accordingly 
we took the only step which was open to 
us to take. My noble friend behind 
me who raised the question has com- 
plained that the Servian Government 
have not made full reparation, that they 
have been not a little grudging in 
acknowledging the heinousness of the 
error they committed, and that His 
Majesty’s present Government have been 
too kind in overlooking their fault. I 
agree with my noble friend that the 
behaviour of the Servian Government 
from the beginning to the end of this 
/unhappy business has been in the highest 
degree deplorable and shocking, and 
it is only of a piece with their previous 
conduct that their reparation should have 
been of so hesitating and grudging a 
character. 





I also think that my noble friend 
opposite, the Under - Secretary, was 
justified in saying that we have not only 
Servian interests to consider in this 
| matter but British interests as well, and 
it is of the highest importance, from a 
| British point of view, that the ordinary 
means of diplomatic intercourse should 
be resumed as soon as reasonably may be. 
I gather from my noble friend behind me 
that he entirely concurs in that view. 
With regard to the reparation, that is 
not a matter with which we need concern 
ourselves very greatly. There remains 
upon record the fact that in consequence 
of the action of the British Government, 
and that action alone, public justice in 
Europe has been vindicated, and the 
Servian Government have been compelled 
by our action publicly to admit that a 
great crime was committed, and _ that 
those who were principally responsible 
for that crime are no longer worthy of the 
confidence of their country and of the 
King who reigns over it. That is 
a great achievement upon which the 
Government of this country are to be 
congratulated. 


Lorp NEWTON: My Lords, I only 
rise for the purpose of saying that, if this 
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question is a very difficult one, it has 
clearly been solved very much to the 
advantage of the Servian Government ; 
and if any people have a special right to 
be satisfied with the arrangement arrived 
at it is the regicide officers themselves, 
who are no worse off for what has 
happened, but, if anything, are in a better 
position. 





House adjourned at twenty 
minutes past Six o’clock, to 
Monday next, a quarter 
before Eleven o'clock. 
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way and Quay Bill [Lords]. Read the 


third time, and passed, with Amendments. 


Hull Joint Dock [Lords] (King’s 
Consent signified). Read the third time 
and passed, with Amendments. 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
(No. 1) Bill. Pier and Harbour Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 2) Bill. Water 
Provisional Order Bill. As amended, 
considered ; read the third time, and 
passed. 


South Lincolnshire Water Bill. The 


Chairman of Ways and Means, in 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, 22nd June, 1906. 


| pursuance of Standing Order 83 relating 
| to Private Bills, informed the House that, 
|in_ his opinion, the South Lincolnshire 


oo | 
The House met at Twelve of the Clock. | 


COMMISSION. | 

Message to attend the Lords Commis- | 

sioners. | 

{ 

The House went ;—and, having re- 
turned ;— 


| 
| 
| 


Mr, SPEAKER reported the Royal Assent | 
to a number of Bills (See page 465.) | 


| shire, and 


Water Bill, though unopposed, ought to 
be treated as an opposed Bill. 


PRIVATE BILLS (GROUP H). 

Mr. Mooney reported from the 
Committee on Group H of Private Bills ; 
That, for the convenience of parties, the 
Committee had adjourned till Tuesday 
next, at half-past Eleven of the Clock. 


Report to lie upon the Table. 
Great Central and Lancashire, Derby- 


East Coast Railways Bill 
[Lords]. Reported, with Amendments ; 





PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS, 


—_—— 


| Report to lie upon the Table and to be 

| printed. 

PRIVATE BILLS [LORDS] (STANDING | 
ORDERS NOT PREVIOUSLY _ IN. | 
QUIRES TREO COMPASS eae) | Reported [Preamble not proved] ; Report 
Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table | to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 

Report from one of the Examiners of | 

Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the . Le _— + 

case of the following Bills, originating | RAILWAY BILLS (GROUP 7). 

inthe Lords, and referred on the First) Mr. Osmonp WILLIAMS reported from 

Reading thereof, the Standing Orders not | the Committee on Group 7 of Railway 

previously inquired into, and which are | Bills; That, for the convenience of 

applicable thereto, have been complied | parties, the Committee had adjourned 
with, viz.:— Alexandra (Newport and till Tuesday next, at half-past Eleven of 

South Wales) Docks and Railway Bill | the clock, 

{Lords} ; Truro Gas Bill [Lords] ; Folke- | Report to lie upon the Table. 

stone and District Electricity Supply | 

Bill [Lords]; Portsmouth Water Bill) Hampstead Garden Suburb Bill; 

{Lords}; South Eastern and London, | Clacton Urban District Council Bill 

Chatham, and Dover Railways — Bill) Lords]; Newport Harbour Commis- 

\Lords]; Dover Corporation Bill [Lords]. | sioners Bill [Lords]; Bombay, Baroda, 
Ordered, That the Bills be read a| and Central India Railway Bill [Lords] ; 

second time. | Railway Clearing System (Superannua- 

‘tion Fund) Bill [Lords]. Reported, 
Buenos Ayres Grand National Tram-) with Amendments; Reports to le upon 
ways Bill [Lords] ; Channel Ferry Rail-! the Table, and to be printed. 


Bridgewater Canals Bill {Lords}. 
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Havana United Railways and Regla 
Warehouses Bill [Lords]. Reported, 
with an Amendment ; Report to lie upon 
the Table, and to be printed. 


PETITIONS, 
EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 
BILL. 
Petitions against: from Brinksway ; 
Keighley ; Stewkley ; and, West Hamp- 
stead ; to lie upon the Table. 


EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 
BILL (RELIGIOUS TEACHING), 
Petitions against alteration of Law: 
from Cambridge; Hatfield; Woking- 
ham; and, Wrabness; to lie upon the 


Table. 
EDUCATION (PROVISION OF MEALS) 
(SCOTLAND) BILL, 

Petition from Ayr, against; to lie 

upon the Table. 
INFANT LIFE PROTECTION, 

Petitions for alteration of ‘Law: from 
Cerne ; Swansea; and, Wells; to lie 
upon the Table. 

LAND TENURE BILL, 


Petition from Greenock, against ; to 
lie upon the Table. 


LAND VALUATION BILL. 
Petition from Greenock against ; to lie 
upon the Table. 
LICENSING ACTS. 
Petition from Llandaff, for alteration 
of Law ; to lie upon the Table. 


PHARMACY BILL. 


Petition from Loughborough, against ; 
to lie upon the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


POISONS AND PHARMACY BILL 
[Lorps]. 
Petitions for alteration: from Aber- 
cromby ; Altrincham ; Aylesbury (two) ; 
Toxteth ; 


Bradford; Bristol; East 
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Glamorganshire ; Liverpool; = Norch 
Ayrshire ; Pontypridd; Shetfield (two) ; 
Swansea (two); and, Wolverhampton ; 
to lie upon the Table. 


AUSTRALIA. 


Copy presented, of Report of the 
Royal Commission on the Navigation 
Bill of the Australian Commonwealth, 
1904 [by Command]; to lie upon the 
Table. 


TRADE REPORTS (ANNUAL SERIES). 

Copies presented, of Diplomatic and 
Consular Reports Annual Series, No . 
3648 and 3649 [by Command]; to lic 
upon the Table. 


INTERMEDIATE EDUCATION (IRE. 


LAND) 

Copy presented, of Rules and Pro- 
gramme of Examinations for 1907 [by 
Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to be 
printed. [No. 209.] 


QUESTIONS AND ANSIVERS. 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Grants to Universities —- Terms of 
Reference to Permanent Treasury Com. 
mittee. 


Dr. COOPER (Southwark, Bermond- 
sey): To ask Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer whether he will state what 
were the terms of reference to the 
permanent committee of five, appointed 
by the Treasury last March, in connec- 
tion with the distribution of £100,000 
per annum among the institutions of 
university rank, 


(Answered by Mr. Asquith.) The 
Committee referred to was appointed to 
advise the Treasury as to the distribu: 
tion of the grant in aid of colleges 
furnishing education of a university 
standard, and it will be their duty to 
make such inquiries into the work done 
by the colleges and their financial 
resources as may be necessary to enable 
them to discharge this advisery function.. 
The principles of distribution are laid 
down in the Treasury Minute of July 
18th, 1905 [Cd. 2621]. 
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Charge on Poor Rates of Disabled Sailors 
and Marines — Suggested refund by 
the Admiralty. 

Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) : 
To ask the President of the Loeal 
Government Board whether he will 
move the Admiralty to take upon itself 
charges incurred by boards of guardians | 
on account of sailors and marines who | 
have been disabled in His Majesty’s 
service. 


(Answered by Mr, John Burns.) 1 have 
received representations on this subject 
from boards of guardians, and I have 
communicated with the Admiralty with 
regard to them. The Admiralty state 
that the Regulations governing the award | 
of naval pensions provide tor the grant | 
ofa pension varying from 6d. to 2s. a 
day, with additional allowance in respect 
of time served as petty officer and of 
good conduct badges, &c., in every case 
in which a man’s permanent incapacity 
can be regarded as directly attributable 
to the service. The Admiralty also | 
state that men who are invalided from | 
ordinary causes not attributable to though 
contracted in the service, are awarded 
pensions for life, or for a limited period, 
according to the length, nature, and 
character of their service. The Admir- 
alty further state that special pensions 
are also awarded in certain cases, from 
the charitable funds of Greenwich 
Hospital, to seamen and marines of good 
character who have been discharged 
from His Majesty’s service, and are | 
permanently or temporarily unable to 
maintain themselves; but under the 
Regulations governing the Charity pay- 
ment cannot be made for any period 
during which the recipient is an inmate 
of a workhouse or asylum or is otherwise 
chargeable to the rates. I have issued 
acircular to boards of guardians, giving 
the effect of the reply of the Admiralty. 


Pensions of Quartermaster with rank 
of Major. 


Mr. HICKS BEACH (Gloucestershire, 
Tewkesbury): To ask the Secretary of | 
State for War whether, in view of the 
fact that a Royal Warrant was issued in | 
1903 granting quartermasters the rank 
of major after 15 years’ service, but 
owing, presumably, to an oversight, no | 
corresponding increase was made in the 
amount of their pensions, he will take 
the necessary steps to provide them with | 
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pensions corresponding with the rank at 
which they retire; and, in the event of 
such provision being made, will the 
vases of those quartermasters who 
attained the rank of major subsequent 
to the Royal Warrant of 1903 and 
have already retired, be treated on 
equal terms with those who may become 
entitled to pensions in the future. 


(Answered by Mr. Sceretary Haldane.) 
The retired pay of quartermasters is 
dependent upon length of service, not 


/rank, and the step of honorary rank 
‘given in 1903 did 


not, and was not 


intended to, affect their retired pay. 


COLONIAL MARRIAGES BILL [Lorps}. 


Read the first time; to be read a 
second time upon Wednesday next, and 


(Bill 267]. 


LAND TENURE 
As Amended by 
Committee, considered. 


BILL. 


the Standing 


CotonEL KENYON-SLANEY (Shrop- 
shire, Newport) said his object in moving 
the new clause of which he had given 
notice was to safeguard arrangements 


| which he believed to be for the mutual 


convenience both of landlords and 
of tenants. It was a matter of general 
knowledge that at the commencement of 
any tenancy arrangements were made 
between landlord and tenant as to the 
ordinary repairs of the premises, etc., 
and if by reason of the passing of this Act 
these existing arrangements were upset 
it must work to the inconvenience of both 
parties and to the advantage of no one. 
It would be wise, therefore, to make pro- 
vision that existing arrangements should 
stand good. The clause referred only to 
ordinary repairs. The arrangements varied 


in different parts of the country, and 


hence the necessity for this clause. 


Lorp WILLOUGHBY pe ERESBY 
(Lincolnshire, Horncastle), in seconding 
the clause, insisted on the importance 
of including some such provision in the 
Bill. There were certain places in Eng- 
land and Scotland where the terms of the 
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agreements as regarded the letting of | 


lands varied very greatly, and when he 
raised this question upstairs several hon. 
Members objected to any alteration with 
regard to the question of repairs, as it was 
not the custom in their parts of the 
country for the tenant to contract himself 
to do any repairs. His own experience, 
however, was very different, for he well 
knew that before a tenant signed an 
agreement or lease he covenanted to do 
certain repairs. It was most essential 
that the small repairs referred to in this 
proposed clause should be done by the 
tenant, as nothing was more necessary to 
the proper cultivation of a farm than 
that the ditches should be adequately 
dug out and that the outfalls of drains 
should be properly cleaned. He had 
known thousands of pounds expended on 
the drainage of the land rendered abso- 
lately useless owing to the fact that the 
tenant had not cleaned out the outfalls 
of the drains. In most of the agreements 
with which he had had to deal the tenant 
had undertaken the responsibility for 
these repairs, and in his opinion, unless 
they put into the Bill some such explana- 
tory clause as that now proposed, 
when the measure came to be put in force 
enormous difficulties would arise in connec- 
tion with the interpretation of Clause 7. 
All those matters, the repairs of roads 
bridges, etc., he maintained, if the tenant 
had covenanted to do them, he should be 
bound to do them. They were not to 
form the subject of compensation. If 
they formed the subject of compensa- 
tion it would mean the alteration of every 
tenancy and lease which at present 
existed where the tenant had bound him- 
self to do these small repairs. Under 
these circumstances there should be some 
such clause as had been proposed by the 
right hon. Member for the Newport 
Division of Shropshire. 


New clause— 

‘Nothing in this Act shall affect exist- 
ing arrangements between landlord and 
tenant as to ordinary repairs to premises, 
gates, fences, drains, or ditches, whether 
established by agreement or by the custom 
of the country.’ —(Colonel Kenyon- 
Slaney.) 


Brought up and read the first time. 
Colonel Kenyon-Slaney. 


{COMMONS} 
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Motion made, anl Question proposed, 
'“That the clause be read a_ second 
time.” 


Mr. SOARES (Devonshire, Barnstaple) 
said as they were anxious to meet hon. 
Gentlemen opposite so far as possible 
they would accept this clause. 


Question put, and agreed to. 
Clause added to the Bill. 


Mr. MUNRO FERGUSON (Leith 
Burghs) said he hoped the hon. Member 
would also accept the new clause he now 
desired to move. It had the support of 
the Scottish Chamber of Agriculture, 
which represented all the agricultural 
societies of Scotland. The clause was 
substantially the same as that moved 
by the hon. Member for Kincardineshire 
in Committee, and the reason for its in- 
corporation in the Bill would be much 
stronger in the future than it had been in 
the past, because under Clause 5 of this 
Bill a new form of compensation—com- 
pensation for disturbance—was given 
which might fall upon the incoming 
tenant. It was in the interest of agricul- 
ture that the incoming tenant should have 
his capital free for investment in the 
profitable cultivation of the farm, and if 
the burden of the incoming tenant was 
piled up by his having to pay not only the 
old forms of compensation which already 
existed but also the new forms of com- 





pensation provided under the Bill, 
including compensation for  disturb- 


ance to the out-going tenant, it 
would be a burden he would be unable 
to bear. The owner, who was the man 
upon the land, was the person to settle 
with the outgoing tenant. The cost of 
arbitration would also be greatly increased 
under the Bill, especially by Clause 5, and 
those costs would also be put on the in- 
coming tenant, who would be thus de- 
| prived of much capital which ought to 
be employed on the cultivation of the land. 
He begged to move. 


*Mr. CHANNING  (Northampton- 
shire, E.) seconded the clause on behalf 
of the agriculturalists of the midland 
counties of England. Many of his 
strongest agricultural supporters had 
again and again represented to him the 
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loss sustained by the incoming tenant 
in this way: “He paid for the improve- 
ments in the rent, which was charged at 
the full current value, and also had to pay 
once for the improvements on paying 
the compensation of the outgoing tenant.” 
The principle was one that ought to be 
embodied in the Bill. 


New Clause— 

“Tt shall not be lawful for a landlord to 
hind an incoming tenant to settle the 
claim of the outgoing tenant for com- 
pensation for improvements !—(Mr. 
Munro Ferguson.) 


Brought up, and read the first time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That theclause be read a second time.” 


CoLoNEL LOCKWOOD (Essex, Epping) 
sald he quite understood the point of the 
hon. Member who moved this Amend- 
ment, and his desire to see the incoming 
tenants’ capital preserved intact for 
the purposes of husbandry. But the 
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hon. Member seemed to have forgotten | 
that the incoming tenant was a free agent; | 


that he was not obliged to come in unless 
he liked. 
piling up the compensation to be paid 
by the landlord. 


very hard that he should not be allowed 
to make such arrangements as_ that 
described by the hon. Member. Under 
this Bill they wished to mulct him in the 


cost of compensation for disturbance and | 


every sort of compensation it was possible 
toconceive. He did not see that the good 
done to husbandry would be so great as 


Under this Bill they were simply | 


However much they | 
disliked the landlord, he thought it was | 
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coming tenant, they transferred the bur- 
den, which they admitted was an unfair 
one, from the incoming tenant to the 
landlord. The most natural, cheapest, and 
simplest arrangement was one whereby 
the incoming tenant arranged to take 
over the unexhausted improvements 
from the outgoing tenant. If they 
substituted this clause for the existing 
conditions—under which it was optional 
for an arrangement to be made directly 
between the outgoing and incoming 
tenants—there would be a much more 
expensive deal to arrange in handing 
over a farm from one tenant to another. 
In the first place, instead of having a 
simple arbitration between the out- 
going tenant and the incoming tenant, 
with the landlord standing apart alto- 
gether, they would have an arbitration 
as between the ovtgoing tenant and the 
landlord and secondly between the in- 
coming tenant and the landlord. The 
two arbitrations meant double the cost 
and probably would be less satisfactory 
in the end. Why, when an arrangement 
had to be made for the benefit of the 
incoming tenant, should he not be 
allowed to make the best arrangement 
he could with the outgoing tenant ? 
By this clause they would be adding to 
the burden of the outgoing tenant 
and the incoming tenant and the land- 
lord and would do no good to anybody. 


*Caprary BALFOUR (Middlesex, Horn- 
sey) said that from the Scottish point of 


| view there were many provisions in this 


/agree, and with others disagree. 


Bill with which they, as landlords, might 
There 


| were two kinds of improvements, one of 


was suggested by the hon. Member, be- | 


cause the tenant was just as well able 
to protect himself as was the  land- 
lord. He opposed the clause. 


*Lorgp HELMSLEY (Yorkshire, N.R., 
the contention that they were going 


too far in the direction of giving com- 
pensation for improvements to the out- 


going tenant. The wording of the 
Amendment showed that those who 


upported it thought so themselves, 
ecause, instead of going the right way 
t) work to stop the burden on the in- 


'when the time for letting came. 


a less and one of a more permanent 
character which might be a_ benefit 
to the landlord by enabling him to 
secure a better rent for the farm 
When 
his farm the ordinary 


a tenant left 


|rule was that the incoming tenant took 
Thirsk) said the proposed clause would | 
go a long way to prove the truth of | 


over the manure left by the outgoing 
tenant. Did the hon. Member wish 
to prevent the incoming tenant making 
a bargain with the outgoing tenant 
with regard to the manure? If he 
did many leases in Scotland wou!ld be 
affected thereby. Then in the greater 
part of Scotland the incoming tenant 
took over the way going crop; he bought 
it from the outgoing tenant—a very fair 
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arrangement. If the hon. Member ex- | 
cluded the taking over of the manure 
which the former tenant left on the farm 
and the taking over of the way going crop 
this clause was of a very far-reaching 
character. If he did not exclude those 
matters then he thought the clause was a 
wise one. He would like to have some 
clearing up of these points before proe- 
ceeding further. 


| 
Mr. SOARES agreed with what had | 
been said in favour of the clause, but said | 
there was the fact to be considered that | 
they could not have everything in one | 
Rill. He wished they could include a 
great deal more in the Bill, but time was 
limited, and they could not have every- | 
thing they desired. Having regard to that | 
fact, he would appeal to his hon. friend to. 
withdraw the clause and allow the dis- 
cussion on the Bill to proceed. 


*Mr. MUNRO FERGUSON, in de- 
ference to the wishes of his hon. friend, 
asked leave to withdraw the clause. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: Is it vour pleasure 
that the clause be withdrawn? [OP- 
POSITION cries of “* No.’’] 





Sir F. BANBURY (City of London) 
said he wanted to make a few observa- 
tions on the clause. The Bill was not 
one to promote and encourage agricul- 
ture, but it was a Bill to take something 
away from the landlords. He was glad to | 
think that every hon. Member opposite | 
did not hold that view. | 


{COMMONS} 
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should be withdrawn. That was the 
object obviously that his hon. friends 
behind him had in view, and he would 
ask them to agree to the request to 
allow the withdrawal of the: clause. 


Motion and Clause, by leave, with- 
drawn. 


Mr. HICKS BEACH (Gloucestershire, 
Tewkesbury) moved a new clause to 
provide that the Act should come into 
operation on January Ist, 1908. If 
the Bill passed in its present form 
the whole system of land tenure would 
undergo a complete change, and _ it 
was only fair that landlords should have 
time to review their position, and con- 
sider what steps they should take to 
secure their rights before the Bill came 
into force. Under the Bill as it stood 
the landlords would find that they 
had practically lost complete control 
over their own property. No arbitrator 
would be able to say what was reasonable: 
or unreasonable, and there would be 
endless disputes. Besides that, the land- 
lord would find that his own property 
might have undergone a complete change 
without his being able to say anything 
at all about it, for under Clause 7 the 
tenant had only to say that he 
wished to lay down part of his farm to 
permanent pasture, another part to 
orchard—100 acres to strawberries and 
100 acres to asparagus, and so on—and 
however much the landlord might object 
to his property being transformed in 


this way it would be impossible for him 


| to take any steps to prevent it. Moreover, 


*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member | 
is not entitled to review the whole Bill. 


Sir F. BANBURY said the speech 
of the hon. Gentleman in introducing 
the Amendment showed that the best 
thing he could have done was to have 
opposed the Second Reading of the Bill. 


Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, 8.) 


said he rose to make an appeal. His | 


hon. friends behind him did not quite 
realise the situation when the hon. 


Gentleman for Leith Burghs asked leave | 


to withdraw the clause. The hon. 


Gentleman who had charge of the Bill, 
suggested with great wisdom and perfect | 


fairness to all concerned that the clause 
Captain Balfour. 


there were landlords who took a great 


interest in farming and kept very good 


stock, some of the best herds of cattle, 
flocks of sheep, and pigs being owned 
by landlords, who had given a great 
impetus to the breeding of stock. Under 
the Bill as it stood, however, it would be 
impossible for any landlord in the future 
to take any of his land in hand to farm 
it for himself unless he gave compen- 
sation to the sitting tenant. It was an 
absolute attack on the rights of pro- 
perty. Then there was the question of 
making further provision for allotments 


/and small holdings throughout the 
country. He believed many hon. Gentle- 


men opposite were very favourable to 
. the idea of further increasing the number 
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of small holdings, and providing greater 
facilities for allotments. Would it be 
unreasonable for a landlord to give 
notice to his tenant because he wished 
to divide some of his property into 
small holdings? It was quite a new 
doctrine that landlords were to have 
no consideration at all. He was al- 
ways led to believe that Members of 
this House, when they considered a 
measure, were impartial enough to hear 
both sides. It must be yemembered, 
too, that land in this country was not 
held entirely by large land-owners, and 
any attack that was made upon their 
rights would also be made upon the 
small landowners who formed a_ very 
large class. He begged to move. 


Lorp TURNOUR (Sussex, Horsham) | 


seconded ; he thought it was absolutely 
necessary that both landlords and 
tenants should have at least eighteen 


months to consider their position under | 


the Bill. He understood that the 
promoters of the Bill would accept 
the clause and therefore he would 


only formally second it. 


New Clause— 


“ This Act shallcome into operation on 
the first day of January, one thousand 
nine hundred and eight.’.—(Mr. Hicks- 
Beach.) 


Brought up, and read the first time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed 
“That the clause be read a second time.” 


CotoneEL KENYON-SLANEY pointed 
out that customs differed in various parts 
ofthe country. In the part from which he 
came the holdings invariably dated from 
Lady Day to Lady Day, and even the 
extension suggested by his hon. friend 
would not give time for any such arrange- 
ments being made as would absolutely 
and inevitably be necessary in many cases 
if this Bill were passed. Supposing a 
tenant wished to give notice to a landlord 
or a landlord wished to give notice to a 
tenant, such notice could not be given 
until Lady Day next year, to take effect 
the following LadyDay, so that theearliest 
quittance would not be until Lady Day, 
198. Therefore he thought if the opera- 
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tion of the Bill was to be postponed 
so as to give time for the notice to take 
effect on either side it would really have to 
be after Lady Day, 1909, before there could 
be any practical advantage from the 
‘extension. His hon. friend had shown 
|/many good reasons why the extension 
should be made. A landlord face to face 
| with this Bill would in many cases desire 
| verv largely to reduce the expenditure on 
his estate and would certainly dismiss 
many agricultural labourers, and some 
| time should be given to these poor fellows 
| tolook about them. If the Bill came into 
| operation there would be 100,000 men out 
|of employment. Then, again, the land- 
‘lord might be contemplating for some 
| time improvements in various directions, 
‘but so as not to disturb an old 
| tenant he put off the improvements until 
| What was he to do 
under this Bill? If he wanted to carry 
| out any of his improvements he feared he 
would have to harden his heart, and give 
| notice now instead of waiting until the 
| farm in the natural course of things came 
| into his hands. The result of the Bill was 
| likely to be that such a holding would be- 
‘comeempty. He strongly supported the 
new clause, but he wished to see it so far 
extended as to cover the natural con- 
dition of things. He did not know how 
‘the proposal would affect leaseholders 
‘in Scotland, but they would always 
‘meet with difficulties owing to the 
| difference between tenure under leases 
‘and tenure under yearly agreements. 
| From the point of view of yearly tenan- 
|cies there was every reason why this 
;extension should be made. 


| 
} 


| the tenant’s death. 


Mr. SOARES said he was sorry that 
the promoters of the Bill could not 
accept the clause. It had been said 
that this Bill was an attack upon land- 
lords, but it was nothing of the kind. 
The only landlords who would suffer 
under it were the bad landlords. When 
the promoters first introduced the Bill 
they hoped that it would come 
into operation immediately the Royal 
Assent was given to it. He wished to 
state that an Amendment would be 
moved in due course by the hon. Baronet 
who represented the Board of Agricul- 
ture, which would make the date 
January Ist, 1907, and] that would 
be accepted. 
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Mr. WALTER LONG hoped the hon. 
Member for Barnstaple would look. at 
this question from a practical point of 
view. If the promoters had been content 
to confine the measure to amending 


the Agricultural Holdings Act he should | 


have asked his hon. friend not to press 
his Amendment, but this was an omnibus 
Bill, which not only dealt with the Agri- 


cultural Holdings Act but also altered | 


in a drastic fashion the law of tenure 
and the law relating to ground game. 
Under these circumstances was it rea- 
sonable to say that the Bill should come 
into operation within a few days of its 
passing / The hon. Memer must have made 
his own time table and he must have taken 
into account the time it would take to con- 
sider the Amendments on the Paper. As 


a matter of practical politics, it was im- | 


possible for this Bill to pass into law 
in its present form until the end of this 
year, and was it a reasonable proposition 
that a Bill should pass late in November 


or December and then immediately after | 


publication expect its provisions to be 
known to the thousands of farmers and 
others who would be affected by it? He 
submitted that that was not a reasonable 
position for the hon. Member to take up. 
The Bill did a great many things which 
it was necessary that both farmers anc 
landlords should have time to consider. 
He presumed that upon this question 
hon. Members opposite had the big land- 
lords in their mind. He had never 
thought of the big landlords, because 
they could very well be left to take care 
of themselves; but there were thousands 
of small landlords who owned small 
holdings and they were just as much 
afiected by this Bill as the big landlords. 


Did anybody imagine that all these small | 


owners could make themselves acquainted 
with the provisions of the Bill in so short 
a time? Only that morning he 
had received a 
this very point which he had not had 
time fully to consider. He submitted 
to the hon. Member that he would lose 
nothing by putting in a date that would 
allow people sufficient time to make 


communication upon 


themselves acquainted with the Act, while | 


by pressing the measure in its present 
form he would only be imperilling its 
passage into law. 


{COMMONS} 
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Mr. NUSSEY (Pontefract) thought 
that the Bill as a matter of draughtsman- 
ship was so badly drafted that it would 
take a person of ordinary intelligence 
at least several months before he could 
understand what the Bill meant and 
what his hon. friend meant to achieve 
by it. The Bill had had the good for- 


{tune of the ballot, but it contained 


principles which deserved more attention 
than could be given to them upon a 
Friday afternoon. It dealt with the advisi- 
bility of setting up the Irish system of dual 
ownership in this country. [‘* No.”] That 
wasa conclusion they would have to face, 
whether they liked it or not, and there 
was a clause in the Bill which did set up 
the principle of dual ownership. It 
also challenged the whole system of 
land tenure in this country. When 
such questions were dealt with in 
one Bill they required time and con- 
sideration before the measure was pil 
into operation. The right hon. Gentleman 
the Member for South Dublin had pointed 
out that the Bill could not come into law 
and receive the Royal Assent until the 
end of this year,and he understood that 
the Government were going to propose an 
Amendment that the Act should come 
into operation on the Ist of January next 
year. There was much that was good and 
also much that was harmful in the Bill, 
and he hoped the Amendment would be 
accepted, in order that the various i- 
terests might have an opportunity of 
adjusting themselves to the new 
conditions. 


*CoLONEL WILLIAMS (Dorsetshire, W.) 
said he intended to support this Amend- 
ment, which was necessary under the 
terms of the Bill itself ; for the Bill pro- 
vided that where freedom of cropping was 
allowed the conditions should not apply 
in the last year of the tenancy. 
There were a great many landlords who 
had already given their tenants entire 
freedom of contract, and some of the 
tenancies would not have a whole twelve 
months to restore the farms unless the 
further date was given. Under the 
terms of the Bill itself they must give more 
than a whole agricultural year before the 
measure came into operation. 
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*Sir J. DICKSON-POYNDER (Wilt- 
shire, Chiypenham) thought there was 
a great deal of force in the argument 
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advanced by his right hon. friend 
the Member for South Dublin. His 
speech was not the least in the 


way of obstruction, but in a practical 
direction. The Bill would take some 
time to pass through this House and 
another place, and consequently there 
would only be a very short interval be- 
tween the passing and the commencement 
of the Act. He thought the acceptance of 
the Amendment would greatly facilitate 
the passage of the Bill. He did not agree 
with the apprehensions which had been 
expressed in connection with this measure, 
because he believed that there was 
much good in it, although there were 
some matters susceptible of amendment. 
When one realised how slowly the prac- 
tical working of a Bill of this kind operated 
in country districts he thought it was of 
the greatest possible importance that due 
notice should be given to both landlords 
and tenants and to all concerned, in 
order that thev might be made fully 
conversant with its provisions before 
it came into operation. The proposal 
was reasonable, and he urged his hon. 
friend to accept it. 


Mr. CAVE (Surrey, Kingston) said he 
agreed with the hon. Member for Ponte- 
fract that it would take a great many 
months to understand the Bill. He had 
done his best to understand it in the 
time at his disposal, but he confessed he 
had not been able to make head or tail 
of a good many of its provisions. If 
passed in its present form there would 
be such a crop of litigation as would 
absolutely surprise the promoters of 


the Bill. 


Mr. SOARES (interrupting) said he wa: 
prepared to accept the Amendment. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Lorp WILLOUGHBY pre ERESBY 
moved to amend the new clause bv 
substituting April 7th for January Ist. 
In most districts in England the landlord 


and tenant would not have sufficient time | 


to make the new arrangements in connec- 
tion with agreements which might be 
necessitated by the passing of the Bill if 
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the date now in the clause were retained. 
He hoped the hon. Gentleman in charge 
of the Bill would see the reasonableness 
of this proposal. If changes had to be 
made in regard to future agreements it 
was only right that those voncerned should 
have fair warning, and it would only be 
possible to give such warning if sufficient 
time were allowed. 


*Mr. LANE-FOX (Yorkshire, W.R.., 
Barkston Ash), in seconding the Amend- 
ment, associated himself with the noble 
Lord in the appeal for an extension of 
time in the interests of tenants who 
would wish to consider their new 
position, as well as in the interests of 
landlords in the North of England where 
tenancies dated up to Lady Day. It 
was obvious that the granting of 
the time asked for would be of extreme 
importance from the point of view of the 
Bill itself. All that was asked was that 
the Bill should be made practical. He 
supposed that the hon. Gentleman wished 
to make it practical and useful, and he 
appealed to him in the interest of both 
landlords and tenants to make the 
proposed alteration in the date. 


Amendment proposed to the proposed 
clause— 

“To leave out the words ‘first day of 
January, and insert the words ‘seventh day o 
April’ —(Lord Willoughby de Evesby) — 
instead thereof.” 


Question proposed, “That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 
clause.” 


Mr. SOARES said he had made a 
concession of a rather important nature, 
but if hon. Members opposite were going 
to use any concession which might be 
made asa step towards further concessions 
he certainly would not be inclined to 
make any. He had done his_ best 
to comply with the wishes of hon. 
Gentlemen opposite, and he did not think 
he should be asked to accept this Amend- 
ment. 


Mr. WALTER LONG admitted that 
the hon. Gentleman had done his best to 
meet the objections to the Bill. Refer- 
ence had been made to difficulty in 
connection with the legal interpreta- 
tion to be placed on the clauses. He 
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was no lawyer, but he had taken the 
trouble to obtain the opinion of lawyers, 
and he was certain that if the measure 
passed through the House in anything 
like its present form, subject only to 
those Amendments which were on the 
paper and seemed likely to be carried, 
it would go quite as far as his hon. 
friend behind him had _ stated, and 
in some cases further. Although the 
Bill dealt drastically with agricultural 
holdings, ripped up the law with regard 
to land tenure, and amended a number 
of Acts of Parliament, the Committee 
upstairs had not the advantage for five 
minutes of the presence of an English law 
officer of the Crown. Demands were 
made by his hon. friend and by hon. 
Gentlemen on the other side of the 
House for a_ definite expression of 
opin on by a responsible law officer of 
the Crown as to the effect of the 
clauses. The onlv law officer present was 
the Solicitor-General for Scotland, who 
rendered most valuable service to the 
Committee, for which he tendered to 
the hon. and learned Gentleman his 
warmest thanks. But the hon. and 
learned Gentleman said he would not 
express definite opinions on questions 
of English law and practice. That was 
the position in which the Committee 
found themselves. If this Bill passed 
in its present form it would lead to an 
enormous amount of friction and diffi- 
culty, and there would be considerable 
labour in interpreting the real meaning 
of the clauses. He thought the date 
proposed in the Amendment was better 
itted to meet the requirements of the 
case than that mentioned in the clause. 
This was not a foolish proposal. The 
Amendment was one of substance, and 
therefore he could not ask his 
hon. friend to withdraw it. If the hon. 
Gentleman in charge of the Bill accepted 
the Amendment no one would be injured 
in any way. He did not regard the Ist 
of January as an effective date, but the 
7th of April was. 


*Mr. LEIF JONES (Westmoreland, 


Appleby) hoped that those who were in | 


charge of the Bill would think very care- 
fully before accepting the Amendment. 
It was moved on the plea that landlords 
and tenants should have time to re- 
arrange their tenancies. He noticed that 


Mr. Walter Long. 
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the right hon. Gentleman the Member 
for South Dublin in his support of a 
later date merely asked for time to 
consider and understand the Act, and 
/made no mention of any desire that land 
lords might be enabled to give notice to 
their tenants. That was rather a remark- 
able omission, 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The hon. 
Gentleman should not make suggestions of 
that kind. I dealt with some of the most 
important reasons for this proposal, and 
I said frankly that when I was speaking 
I had not realised that the original date 
would not cover this particular case. 


*Mr. LEIF JONES replied that that 
was exactly what he said. He suggested 
that there should not be an exception made 
in favour of Michaelmas tenancies, as was 
made in the clause as it now stood. On 
the other hand, the 7th April was not 
much use to them in Cumberland and 
Westmoreland where the tenancies 
changed frequently on the Ist or 12th 
of May. 


CoLtonEL LOCKWOOD expressed the 
hope that the hon. Gentleman in charge 
of the Bill would accept the Amend- 
ment. The hon. Member must not be 
surprised if small landowners like him- 
self and some of his hon. friends who 
felt they were going to be attacked 


by the Bill. should be determined 
to obtain every possible advantage 
they could by way of Amendment. 


The right hon. Gentleman the Member 
for South Dublin had said that it was 
the small landlords who were going to 
be principally attacked by the Bill. He 
would take every means in his power 
'to have every clause thoroughly dis- 
/cussed. Was it surprising that the small 
landlords, a class in which he included 
‘himself, should feel the greatest anxiety 
| about a Bill which, as the hon. Member 
| for Pontefract had said, would practically 
‘establish fixity of tenure, fair rents, and 
/dual ownership, and desire that its oper- 
ations should be delayed as long as pos- 
sible? For himself, he wanted to have 
time to think it over, to make such 
pecuniary arrangements as were left 


/possible for him, and to come to 
|some terms with his tenants. He 


‘frankly admitted that with these ideas 
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in his mind it was but natural that he | 


should look for every means for escape. 
He thought that they had every right 
to ask the hon. Gentleman to accept 
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would be able to buy the land would be a 


/neighbouring big landlord. The pro- 


longation of time asked for by the Amend- 


/ ment was necessary in order to enable the 


the small addition of time proposed by | 
| interests, and he believed it would also be 
| beneficial to the tenants as well. 


his hon. friend. 
*Mr. CAWLEY (Lancashire, Prest- 
wich) said that most of the tenants in 


this country terminated their tenancies 
on Lady Day. The Bill was of an 
extremely important character. 
body could deny that it 
with vested interests, and created new 
interests. 
created in land, which 


new interests 


No- | 
interfered | 


He thought that a Bill that | 


took something from the landlords and | 


gave it to the tenants, was not a Bill 


community. They were all in favour 
of a scheme which would employ more 
people on the land. This Bill would 
not put one more man on the land, 


nor even lead to the employment of | 


an additional agricultural labourer. It 


certainly 
the tenant farmers, because it would 


He 


which they did not at present own. 
was in favour of many 


small landlords to safeguard their own 


Mr. MUNRO FERGUSON thought the 
arguments to which they had just listened 
ought to have been addressed when 
Clause 5 was under discussion. At the 
same time he thought that the request 
for time to understand the Bill was a 
reasonable one. 


Mr. ABEL SMITH (Hertfordshire Hert- 


ford) said there were good grounds why 
which would do much good to the general | 


the hon. Gentleman in charge of the Bill 
should accept the Amendment. Whether 
owners or occupiers they ought to have 
time for the consideration of their position. 


| The only object of his hon. friend in mov- 


would be of some benefit to | 


ing his Amendment was that the con- 
cession proposed to be made in the Bill 
would make it fair all round, that tenancies 


i | which came toan end at Michaelmas and 
give them a vested interest in property | 


parts of the | 


Bill, but, as he did not wish to see it | 


rushed through the House without 
sufficient consideration, 


Amendment would be accepted. 


Mr. J. F. MASON 
could) not for 


(Windsor) said 


it one moment 


Lady Day should be placed on exactly 
the same footing. Something had been 
said in regard to the legal considerations in 
relation to this Bill. That recalled to his 


| mind the fact that when the Bill was under 


he hoped the | 


review in the Grand Committee they had 
not the services of an English law officer. 


| He recognised the good service rendered to 


be | 


contended that landlords could be ex- | 
pected to continue to give the same | 
vonditions to the tenants under this Bill | 


as they gave now. 
expected that landlords were going to 
accept the responsibilities and liabilities 
that would be cast upon them, with- 
out increasing their rents and making 
new conditions with their tenants. In 
many cases the landlords would farm 


the land themselves, or else throw it out | 


of cultivation altogether. He knew of a 
case In his own county, where a tenant 
farmer had bought two small farms, of | 
200 acres in all. 
whole savings of that man’s lifetime. 
What was the position in which this Bill | 
would place that man ? 


It could not be | 


That represented the | provisions. 


the Committee by the hon. and learned 
Solicitor-General for Scotland. However, 
the hon. and learned Gentleman very 
candidly acknowledged that he was not 
capable, and could not be expected 
to give advice to the Committee on 
subjects of English law. He strongly 
protested against the absence of the law 
officers of the Crown during the discussion 
of a Bill which raised many difficult legal 
points. What he wanted to know 
was, whether tenancies in regard to 
which notices had been given before 
this Bill came into operation, but which 
would expire after the date at which it 
came into operation, came within its 
[“ Yes.”] That was a 
most important point, and although 
he was obliged to his hon. friends for 


It would make | their advice he thought this question 


it possible for the tenant of one of his} ought to be decided upon the authority 
farms to bring him into the bankruptcy | of the Government and of the law 
court, and probably the only man who officers of the Crown. Numerous cases 
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might arise in which either the landlord 
or tenant might give notice to quit or to 
determine the Lady Day tenancy. That 
day was, as had already been pointed out, 
the 25th of March, 1907, and the notice 
would not expire till the corresponding 
day in 1908, and he thought they were 
entitled to know whether in a case like 
that the complicated provisions of this 
Bill would apply. 





Str EDWARD STRACHEY (Somerset- 
shire, 8.) said there seemed to be a 
general agreement that something ought 
to be done in regard to the date at 
which this Bill should come into 
operation, and his hon. friend who was 
in charge of the Bill agreed that there 
must be an extension of time. That pro- 
posal had not met with entire approval, 
and it was suggested that there should be a 
later date. He thought it would be better 
to put an end to this discussion, and defer 
the debate on this matter until they came 
to Clause 11, upon which he had an Amend- 
ment to the effect that the Bill should not 
come into operation until the Ist of Janu- 
ary, 1907. Hon. Gentlemen opposite 
seemed to take a pessimistic view of the 
Bill as it affected landlord and tenant, and 
therefore it would be much better if they 
postponed the discussion of the date 
at which it should come into operation till 
the time when the provisions of it had 
been settled, and when they knew what 
alteration it made in the law. 


Mr. LAMBTON (Durham, $.E.) argued 
that it was only reasonable that the 
time before which the Bill came into 
operation should be prolonged so that 
landlords might give notice to their 
tenants in regard to their intentions as to 
the continuance of the tenancy. In his 
view this was an utterly impossible and 
unreasonable Bill. If contracts were 
upset by the Bill, surely it was entirely 
right and just that the parties should have 
an opportunity of making other arrange- 
ments than those which now existed. All 
the benefits of the Bill would be given to 
the incoming tenant and not to the 
outgoing tenant: for his part he 
thought the landlord stood in Joco 
parentis to all his tenants but especially 
to the outgoing tenant. All existing 


arrangements were upset by the Bill, 
which was loosely drawn and impossible 


Mr. Abel Sinith. 


{COMMONS} 





of application. It was most desirable 
therefore that this discussion as to the 
postponement of the date upon which 
the Bill should come into operation 
should not be concluded until they had 
received some assurance which was in 
accordance with common sense. 


Mr. LAURENCE HARDY (Kent. 
Ashford) inquired whether, if this new 
clause were withdrawn, it would be in 
order to bring forward subsequently a 
proposal to the same effect. 


*Mr. SPEAKER said that if the new 
clause proposing that the Bill should 
come into operation on the Ist of January, 
1908, was negatived then the same date 
could not at a later period be inserted in 
the Bill, because the House would have 
pronounced its opinion upon it and 
would have negatived that date. Ii the 
clause were withdrawn the question of 
the date could be raised again at a later 
period of the Bill. 


Mr. WALTER LONG said he was 
under the impression that the clause 
had been read a second time and that 
they were proceeding to amend it. 


*Mr. SPEAKER said he still had to put 
the question to the House that the clause 
should be added to the Bill, and if that 
were negatived then it would be possible 
to raise the same question but not the 
same date again. 


Mr. LAURENCE HARDY: And 
another date can be raised by Amend- 
ment ? 


*Mr. SPEAKER: Yes ; any other day 
can be proposed. 


Mr. PIKE PEASE (Darlington) ex- 
pressed himself in favour of the landlords 
of the country being given an opportunity 
to give notice to their tenants before 
the Bill came into operation. As a 
matter of fact a considerable number 
of landlords had given notice to their 
tenants in consequence of the introdue- 
tion of the Bill, and it seemed to him 
that others should have the opportunity 
of doing so. [Mryistertat Laughter.] 
Hon. Members might Jaugh, ‘ut 
he could prove that that was a 
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reasonable contention. Under the Bill 
dual ownership would be introduced, 
and, as had been stated, two vested 
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interests created. Ii that was going 
to be the case was it not reasonable 


that the landlord should have an op- 
portunity of giving notice to his tenant 
before the Bill came into operation ? 


*Mr. CAVE (Surrey, Kingston) wished 
to make a_ practical suggestion. It 
seemed +o him fair to say that, when Par- 
liament was imposing terms which were 
not in operation when the rent and 
other terms of tenancy were settled, 
each party should have an opportunity 
of considering whether he desired the 
tenancy to continue on those new terms. 
Therefore, instead of trying to fix a 
date, why should they not make a pro- 
vision that the Bill should not apply to 
any existing tenancy till the earliest 
date at which it might have been deter- 
mined by a notice given after the passing 
of the Act ¢ 


Mr. GUEST (Cardiff District) said 
he was just about to make the same 
suggestion as the last speaker. It 
seemed to him to be most unfair that 
one landlord should be able to determine 
his tenancies before January Ist, 1908. 
and others should not have the same 
opportunity of doing so. He thought 
that all parties should have an opportunity 
of regulating their position before the 
Bill came into operation. 


*Mr. COURTHOPE (Sussex, Rye) 
hoped the suggestion made by the hon. 
Gentleman who represented the Board of 
Agriculture to postpone this Question 
until they got to Clause 11 would not 
be accepted. If the promoters of the Bill 
wished to get it through they would do 
well not to accept it themselves, because, 
so far as he was personally concerned, 
the opposition to many clauses of the Bill 
depended largely upon the time when it 
came into operation. The hon. Gentle- 
man in charge of the Bill had charged 
them with using one concession —and 
he admitted it was a great concession 
—in order to ask for another. But be- 
fore the hon. Gentleman made that con- 
cession a proposal to change the date on 
which the Bill should come into opera- 
tion was made by the hon. Member for 
Pontefract, and he gathered that that 


{22 June 1906} 


Tenure Bill. 


His 


; proposal would have covered Candlemas 
entries. He desired to add his voice to 
what other speakers had insisted on. 
namely, the importance of treating all 
landlords alike. It was perfectly 
ridiculous to say that only sufficient 
time should be given to enable the 
agricultural community to understand 
the Bill. There was every reason why 
landlords should have time to reconsider 
their arrangements with their tenants. 
and, if necessary—as in some cases it 
would be—to terminate them altogether. 
The case of the very small landlord had 
been mentioned. A man who owne:l 
‘two farms might live on one and let the 
other. It would be impossible for him 
to risk the huge outlay of capital 
which he might be called to find if 


the Bill were passed. He would— 
as had been suggested—have to go 


straight into bankruptcy or get rid of his 
tenants. It would only be fair and com- 
mon justice that he should have an oppor- 
tunity of terminating the tenancy. He 
did not think that the tenant farmer was 
/going to get the slightest advantage from 
ithe Bill. If he were allowed to have this 
vested interest of course he would get an 
advantage, but rather than risk the disad- 
vantage of this vested interest the land- 
owner would get rid of the tenant alto- 
gether, and that would be disastrous 
to the whole agricultural community. 
There were many estates where the 
sporting rights were of far more monetary 
value to the landowner than the agricul- 
tural rent. Did they think the land- 
owner was going to risk the loss of sport- 
ing rights of such value by keeping 
agricultural tenants under a Bill of 
this kind? Of course not. He would 
get rid of them, and it would be a 
great disaster to all concerned. Then 
there was the question of the great 
variety of custom with regard to 
covenants in leases and agreements in 
different parts of the country. In 
the part he came from, there was a 
material difference in the rents of farms 
according to the distance from the main 
road, for the simple reason that a tenant 
farmer covenanted under present arrange- 
ments to repair the roads. 





*Mr. SPEAKER: That question has 
|nothing to do with the alteration of th: 
‘date. 
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*Mr. COURTHOPE (continuing) said 
‘that the argument in favour of January 
1, 1908, advanced by the promoters was 
that there was no reason for giving time 
to landlords to review their tenancies. He 
was trying to show cause why in cases 
of tenancies which expired on Lady Day 
‘time should be given. He could not 
enlarge on the subject, but it was an 
important point. Under the Bill the 
‘tenant would get compensation from the 
landlord for many repairs which he now 
lid at his own cost. That was a reason 
for allowing time for the reconsideration 
ot the arrangements between landlord 
and tenant. He held a lease in his 
hand in which there were covenants 
as to repairs which would be upset by 
this Bill. That also was a reason for 
giving time—not to some—but to all 
landlords to re-arrange their tenancies 
before the Act came into operation. 
He hoped the promoters of the Bill 
would see their way to accept either 
the Amendment now before the House 
er some other Amendments which had 
been suggested, and would have a 
similar effect. If they did not, person- 
ally he would have to take up an 
attitude of uncompromising hostility to 
the Bill. {Laughter.] He did not see 
what there was for hon. Members to 
laugh at, because the chance of passing 
the Bill depended a great deal on the 
attitude he and his friends might take 
up in regard to it. 


*Sir HENRY AUBREY FLETCHER 
(Sussex, Lewes) said he wished to join 
in the appeal which had been made 
by this hon. friend for an opinion 
from the law officers of the Crown.  Al- 
though the law officers for England were 
not present he saw before him the 
Solicitor-General for Scotland and the 
Attorney-General for Ireland, one or 
the other of whom might be able to 
help landowners in their difficulties. At 
present they were in a rather perplexed 
state as to how they might be affected 
if this Bill became law, and therefore he 
made this appeal. He would also put 
before the House the difficulties landed 
proprietors who owned property in 
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various counties were in. He would 
take only England ; the Bill had nothing 
to do with Scotland. The tenancies in 
England varied greatly, and what had 
been said did not help them out of 
their difficulty. In the county of Sussex 
all his tenants on a large property had 
two years agreements. How would 
they be affected, and how would he be 
affected as landlord, in regard to those 
agreements so far as the date of this Bill 
was concerned: would the last agree- 
ments hold good, although they might 
not expire until after the Bill had come 
into force? What, again, as to other 
counties, where the dates were different. 
some Lady Day, and some Michaelmas, 
etc. 2? There was Cumberland, for in- 
stance, and the adjoining county of West- 
moreland, alluded to by the hon. Member 
for Appleby, where the dates differed 
again. He thought, therefore, the House 
was justified, and they on that side 
especially, in pressing on one of the law 
officers the desirability of saying how they 
stood. 


THe SOLICITOR-GENERAL ror 
SCOTLAND (Mr. Ure, Linlithgowshire) 
said it was impossible for him to give a 
categorical reply to the plaintive appeal 
which had been made—and very properly 
madle—for advice, but generally speaking, 
he thought he might say that if a notice 
was given to terminate a tenancy before 
the Bill came into force, but the notice 
took effect after the Bill came into force. 
he thought the Bill would take effect in 
so far as it amended the existing law. 
In other words so far as the Bill effected 
a change in the existing law it would 
apply to present agreements, but so far 
as it made a change in the law of landlord 
and tenant it would not apply. 


Mr. Soares rose in his place, and 
claimed to move, “ That the Question be 
now put.” 


Question put, “That the Question be 
now put.” 


The House divided :—A yes, 249 ; Noes, 
74. (Division List No. 144.) 


AYES. 


Abraham, William (Cork, NE. 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
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(Stroud) | Baker, Joseph A. (Finsbury, E. 


Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight 
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O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Parker, James (Halifax) 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pearson, W.H.M.(Suffolk, Eye) 
Pease, J. A (Saffron Walden) 
Perks, Robert William 
Philipps, Col.Ivor(S’tham pton) 
Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C.E.(Edinb’gh,Central) 
Priestley, W.E.B.( Bradford, E.) 
Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Walter Russell (Scarboro’ 
Reddy, M. 


| Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 


Rees, J, D. 


| Rickett, J. Compton 
| Ridsdale, E. A. 


Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 


NOES. 


Beale, W. P. 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 
Bowles, G. Stewart 
Brotherton, Edward Allen 
Bull, Sir William James 
Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Carlile, E. Hildred 
Carson, Rt. Hon. SirjEdw. H. 
Castlereagh, Viscount 
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Roberts, John H. (Denbighs) 
Robertson, SirG.Scott( Bradf’rd 
Robertson, J. M. (‘T'yneside) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Rogers, F. E. Newman 
Rowlands, J. 

Russell, T. W. 

Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Schwann, C, Duncan (Hyde) 
Scott, A. H.(Ashton-und.-Lyne) 
Sears, J. E. 

Seddon, J. 
Shaw,Rt.Hn.Thos.T(HawickB. 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Sloan, Thomas Henry 

Smyth, Thomas F.( Leitrim, 8S.) 
Spicer, Albert 

Stanley, Hn. A.Lyulph (Chesh.) 
Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Summerbell, T. 

Thompson, J.W.H(Somerset, E 
Torrance, A. M. 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Ure, Alexander 

Vivian, Henry 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Wallace, Robert 

Ward, John (Stoke-upon-Trent 
Wason,John Cathcart (Orkney) 
Waterlow, D.S 

Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah G. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whiteley, George (York, W.R.) 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarth’n 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth 
Wills, Arthur Walters 

Wilson, Hon. C.H.W.( Hull, W.) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, S.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Woodhouse, SirJ.T.( Huddersf'd 
Young, Samuel 

Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES— 
Mr. Soares and Mr. Arthur 
Dewar. 


Cave, George 

Cavendish, Rt.Hn. Victor C. W. 
Cawley, Frederick 

Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cleland, J. W. 

Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craig, Charles Curtis (Antrim,S. 
Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) 
Craik, Sir Henry 
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Dalrymple, Viscount 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir Fred Dixon 
Duncan, Robert (Lanark,Govan 
Dunne, MajorE. Martin( Walsall 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fardell, Sir T. George 

Fell, Arthur 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Fletcher, J. S. 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Hardy, Laurence (Kent,Ashf’rd 
Harrison- Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Hervey, F.W.F.( Bury S.Edm’ds 
Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 
Hill, Henry Staveley (Staff’sh.) 
Hills, J. W. 

Kennaway, Rt.Hn.SirJohn H. 
Kenyon-Slaney,Rt. Hn. Col. W. 
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Lane-Fox, G. 


Nicholson, W1 


Percy, Earl 
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Kinceaid-Smith, Captain 
Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm. 
R. 

Lee, ArthurH.(Hants., Fareham 
Lockwood, Rt.Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R. 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
M‘Micking, Major G. 

Marks, H. H. (Kent) 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Meysey- ig E. C. 


n. 


Nussey, Thomas Willans 

O’ Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Partington, Oswald 

Pease, HerbertPike( Darlington 


*Mr. CAVE said he now moved the | 


Amendment to which he had previously 


alluded. The Bill proposed to import | 
conditions | 
one conceived | 


into existing agreements 
entirely new, which no 
would be imported into 
the tenancy was accepted, 
fixed, and the terms of the 
agreed to. The effect of his 


them 


Amend- 


when | 
the rent | 
tenancy | 


| 


| 
(a very 


ment would be to give a chance to the | 


parties to those agreements to consider 
whether they would continue under the 
new conditions. 
was to throw upon the landlord the 
possibility of very heavy charges for 
new buildings to the erection of which 
he did not consent ; for new drainage, 
wells, water courses and so on, for all 
of which he might be called upon sooner or 
latertopay. The landlord might wellsay 
that hedid not contemplate these charges 
being made when he let his land ; that he 
could not afford to pay them and that he 
would rather not let the land at all. 
Again, an agreement of tenancy often 
contained clauses as to cropping 
the land and other matters, which 
were duly considered when the agreements 
were entered into. Parliament was 
going to say by this Bill that they were to 
be struck out. The same thing also 
occurred with regard to the question of 
game. The landlord might have accepted 
a lower rent on the ground that damage 
would be caused by game, and now the 
Bill proposed that he should be respon- 
sible for the damage but should continue 
to receive the same rent. Under all 


these circumstances it was only justice | 


The effect of the Bill | 
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Sandys, Lieut.-Col. Thos. Myles 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
| Smith, Abel H. (Hertford, East) 
Starkey, John R. 
Thomson,W. Mitchell- (Lanark 
Turnour, Viscount 
Valentia, Viscount 
| Vincent, Col. Sir C. E. Howard 
| Walrond, Hon. Lionel 
| Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
| Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 
| Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Wilson, A. Stanley ( York,E.R.) 
Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
| Younger, George 
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G. (Petersfield | 


Ratcliff, Major R. F. 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Renton, Major Leslie 
Roberts, S. (Sheffield, Ecclesall) 
Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 


| TELLERS FOR THE NoEs— 
Lord Willoughby de Eresby 
and Viscount Helmsley. 


landlord should be allowed 
to say whether or not he would 
determine the tenancy before the 
Act came into operation. He begged to 
move. 


that the 


Mr. LAURENCE 
seconded the Amendment 
good — precedent 
found in the Ground 
a precedent which the hon. Member 
would do well to follow. In that Act a 
saving clause was inserted in almost the 
very words moved by his hon. friend. 
He suggested that it was only reasonable 
that the hon. Member should put a safe- 
guard of this kind into the Bill and that 
he could not do better, if he refused the 
words of his hon. friend, than look up 
Clause 5 of the Ground Game Act. 


HARDY said he 
for which 

could be 
Game Act— 


Amendment proposed to the proposed 
clause— 

“ At theend to add the words ‘ Provided that 
it shall not apply to any existing tenancy until 
the day next after the earliest day on which such 
tenancy might have been determined by notice 
given after the passing of this Act.’?”—(Mr. 
Cave.) 


Question proposed, “ That those words 
be there added.” 


Mr. SOARES said he hoped he would 
not be considered discourteous if he 
said he declined to consider the merits 
of this Amendment—for this reason. 
He had already accepted the Amend- 
ment asked for by the right hon. Member 
who led the Opposition in this matter. 
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After that Amendment had been ac-| lords and the tenants to make new 
cepted it was discussed by the right arrangements in regard to their tenure. 
hon. Gentleman’s followers, and the! The Bill made a very great change in 
discussion had been prolonged by the the land tenure of the country, and he 
moving of further Amendments on the could not see why the hon. Gentleman 
same point. could not accept the Amendment. 


CotoneL KENYON-SLANEY said) *Mr.GEORGE FABER (York) thought 
he sympathised with the difficult position that both precedent and justice required 
in which the hon. Member found himself. | that the Amendment should be accepted. 
He was certain that when the hon.) The precedents were too many to cite 
Member made the concession he made it | 2nd he felt confident that hon. M>mbers 
frankly and in a friendly spirit. But the | Opposite would see the justice of the 
hon. Gentleman did not quite realise; Amendment. Unless it was acceptd the 
that the extension for which they now | efect would be that they would have 
asked was not a frivolous, but a read into many existing contracts a Bill 
necessary augmentation in order to get Which would introduce into land tenure 
into the Bill the meaning which the hon | imnovations of a very alarming nature. 
Member had in his mind when he made All contracts and agreements made 
the concession. /up to the present time were naturally 
/made in ignorance of any iegislation 

Me. S ae Jo c+ wit}, | D2ing passed of the kind now proposed. 

Mr. SOARES said he made it with ‘Wan 3 eee ea 
, : , sini : | Was it reasonable to suppose that the 
the object of enabling everybody to , RR ip een TI “epee Pee 
walliry “ag | landlord and tenant who hac ered into 

arrangements agreeable to both of them 
, should have read into those arrangements 

Cotonen KENYON-SLANEY agreed | legislation of the character now proposed 2 
that his hon. friend had made a bona fide| The Bill would affect more injuriously 
concession to extend the time, but! the smaller landlords than the larger 
the augmentation they now asked for) because, as had been said, and with a 
was to make real and effective that which | certain show of reason, the larger land- 
they understood his hon. friend was/ lords could look after themselves, but 
willing to concede. It was well to} the smaller landlords did not, un- 
remember, and it was a curious and fortunately, fall into that category. 
significant fact, that on every occasion | Clause 4 was going to do away with the 
in the legislative history of this country | system of cropping altogether. That in 
when there had been an Act altering) itself wasa revolution, and would be very 
as this Bill did things which had stood | injurious to landlords who depended 
for many years it was the almost in-) largely upon the cropping system for the 
variable practice to insert a saving clause | proper cultivation of the land. Clause 7 
of this description to cover existing | might be fatal to the small landlord, be- 
agreements. The object of the Amend- | cause it proposed that improvements of 
ment was not obstructive, and all he} the most material and vital kind might be 
desired to point out was that such a! set afoot without the consent of the 'and- 
clause had been inserted in all Bills of! Jord ever having been obtained. Unless 
this character. | they wiped the slate clean and allowed 

| landlords to enter upon fresh arrange- 

Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON (Lanark, | ments after having seen what was in the 
N. W.) said the hon. Member in charge | four corners of the Bill they would be 
of the Bill quite misunderstood their| doing an injustice to many landlords. 
ground for the action they were! No one, he was sure, wished to do that. 
taking up in asking for this conces-| If they were to have this legislation, let 
sion. The previous Amendment was} them have it with their eyes open and 
destined to give time to the landlords | put no one in an unfair position. They 
and the tenants to arrive at a proper, would do their best to carry out the law 
understanding of the Bill, but the! of the land if the Bill became an Act of 
object of the Amendment now before the Parliament, but they should allow the 
House was to give time to the land- opportunity of terminating existing 
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arrangements before the 1 ill was brought 
into operation. 


Mr. COCHRANE (Ayrshire, N.) said | 
one part of the United Kingdom had 


been completely left out of view by the | 


hon. Members who framed this Bill. 
Whether they 


ledge of agriculiure carried on in the 


had an adequate know- | 
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from the Scottish point of view he was 


the only Scottish Member who had had 


South of England, he had no means of | 


judging; but the Bill certainly 
The system in Scotland 


of agriculture. 
nineteen-year leases, for 


was one of 


aimed | 


a deadly blow at the Scottish system | Precedent in the Bill introduced by 


an opportunity of saying anything. 
All the time that he had been in the 
House he had never known such constant 
interruptions on the part of hon. Members. 
tie maintained it was most necessary 
that in Scotland existing tenancies and 
arrangements which had been so satisfac- 
tory in the past should be excluded from 
the purview of the Bill. There was a 


the Secretary to the Board of Agriculture, 


which period a rotation of crops suitable | 


to the different districts was laid down. 
Under that system of rotation of crops 


the cultivation of the soil in Scotland | 


and the produce would bear comparison 
with any part of the United Kingdom, 
not because they were favoured with a 
more suitable climate, but simply because 
more science had been followed and 
greater attention paid in the North 
than in the South. The Bill 
no consideration to the fact that in 
Scotland the leases were for nineteen 
years, and a lease might have been 
entered into quite recently. During the 
course of the proceedings in Committee 
the Solicitor-General for Scotland delivered 
himself of the saying that the more he 
looked at this Bill from the Scottish 
point of view the less he liked it. 
When the hon. and learned Gentleman 
gave expression to such a strong view 
as that they might be assured that 
the case of Scotland had not been 
adequately considered by the framers 
of the Bill. It seemed that under this 
Bill all sorts of covenants to a lease could 
be swept away. Anything more unjust 
and unreasonable it was impossible to 
bring before the House. It was very little 
likely to do any real good to the tenants ; 
and what would be the position of the 
Jandlord who owned a property constantly 
falling in value ? 


Mr. BILLSON (Staffordshire, N.W.) : 
Is this in order ? 


*Mr. DEPUTY-SPEAKER ruled that | 


the hon. Gentleman was in order. 


Mr. COCHRANE said that except 


and supported by the hon. and learned 
Solicitor-General for Scotland. He pre- 
ferred to pin his faith to the carefully 
drawn measure promoted by the Depart- 
ment, and supported by the hon. and 


| learned Gentleman, than to a measure 
| : 
| proposed by a private Member who knew 


| which the hon. 
gave | 


'Scotland as well as England, 


nothing of the conditions in Scotland. 


Mr. CHANNING said the Party to 
Member for North Ayr- 
shire belonged passed in 1900 an Act 
dealing with agricultural holdings for 
and they 
fixed that the Act should come into 
operation on January Ist, 1901, without 
making exceptions, 


Sir E. CARSON (Dublin University) 
said the Act to which the hon. Gentleman 
referred did not break contracts. He 
desired to ask a question to which 
perhaps the hon. and learned Gentle- 
man the Solicitor-General for Scot- 
land would give an answer. This Amend- 
ment was to give an opportunity of 
reconsidering the question of contracts 
entered into between landlord and tenant. 
Looking through the Bill he discovered 
one very curious result, namely, that 
they were going to apply to England a 
Scottish agricultural Act, and to Scotland 
an English agricultural Act. If the hon. 


| and learned Gentlemen would look at the 
short title he would see that they were all 
/made one Act, presumably, so far as this 


Bill went. It said— 


‘‘ This Act may be cited as the Agricultural 
Holdings and Ground Game Act, "1906, and 
may be cited with the Agricultnral Holdings 
(England) Acts, 1883 to 1900, and the Agricul 


for his hon. friend who made a speech tural Holdings (Scotland) Acts, 1883 to 1900.” 
Mr. George Faber. 
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What he desired to ask the hon. and 
learned Gentleman to consider was what 
effect it would have upon contracts. 


Me. URE said that in a case in 
which notice was given to terminate a 
tenancy it was plain that whilst some of 
the clauses in this Bill would apply, others 
would not apply. He would give a 
general answer which he thought would 
be satisfactory to the House. It was 
this: when this Bill passed it was the 
intention of the Government to embody 
most of these clauses in a Bill which had 
been introduced consolidating and amend- 
ing the Agricultural Holdings Acts. 
That would follow a very convenient 
precedent set by the late Government in 
regard to another matter. Some very 
minor and secondary alterations would be 
made. The hon. Member for North Ayr- 
shire was quite right in saying that this 
Bill as originally drafted was certainly not 
applicable in its terms to Scotland, and 
the remark of his to which attention had 
been called passed his lips at a very early 
stage of the proceedings in Grand Com- 
mittee. A number of Amendments were 
subsequently introduced which modified 
the Bill for Scotland, so that the remark 
he made early in the proceedings could 
scarcely be considered as his final view of 
the matter. 


Mr. WALTER LONG said the 
speech they had just listened to must 
surely have convinced the hon. Gentle- 
man in charge of the Bill that the only 


‘common-sense course was to accept the 


Amendment. If ever a Motion for the 
adjournment of the debate was justified 
it would be justified on this occasion in 
order to draw attention to the extra- 
ordinary position in which they found 
themselves. They had just heard a 
statement from the Solicitor-General for 
Scotland that in his view the Bill as 
originally in the Committee would have 
produced hopeless confusion in Scotland. 
Under the hon. and learned Gentleman’s 
guidance that result had been avoided. 
But in what position were they who re- 
presented other parts? He had always 


envied the greater advantages which 
‘Scotland enjoyed under many of our laws 
and customs. 


In the case of the present 
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Bill Scottish interests had had the in- 
estimable advantage throughout the pro- 
ceedings of the assistance of the extremely 
able gentleman who had just spoken. 
From the beginning of the proceedings 
they had never been favoured upstairs or 
downstairs by the presence of either of the 
English law officers. The Bill made 
important proposals. It made direct 
changes and amendments in the law, and 
they were now debating an Amendment 
which wouldsafeguard all interests and put 
all on the same footing ; and surely every 
word that fell from the Solicitor-General 
for Scotland justified them in pressing 
the Amendment. The hon. Member in 
charge of the Bill had accepted the 
Amendment postponing the operation of 
the Act, and he (Mr. Long) was not alive 
for the moment to the real effect of the 
change. In the light of what had been 
said since it was perfectly clear that the 
date ought to be prolonged to cover 


existing contracts and put all men 
on the same footing. He believed 
if a vote could be taken of the 


House regardless of Party considerations 
that would be the decision at which 
they would arrive. If they proceeded 
on the lines existing in the clause 
it would give protection to those whose 
tenancies expired within the period, and 
would give no protection in cases where 
the tenancies expired afterwards. He 
did not know why the promoters should 
object to the Amendment; was it because 
they had made one concession they de- 
clined to make another? That might 
be good Party tactics, but it was not 
common-sense, and it was not the sort of 
conduct that was going to help them get 
their Bill through. They were wasting 
time in resisting an Amendment which 
was fair and just, and they were de- 
liberately determined to do a gross in- 
justice to a considerable section of the 
community. 


Mr. Soares rose in his place and 
claimed to move, “That the question 
be now put.” 


*Mr. SPEAKER said he thought the 
House was prepared to come to a de- 
cision. [Cries of “No,” and Members 
rose on both sides to continue the debate. } 


T3 
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*Mr. SPEAKER: 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Alden, Percy 

Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Armstrong, W. C. Heaton 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Baker, Joseph A.(Finsbury, E.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barker, John 

Barlow, JohnEmmott(Somers’t 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnes, G. N. 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8S.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Beauchamp, E. 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, John Williams(Dev’np’rt 
Benn, W.(T’w’rHamlets,S.Geo. 
Bennett, E. N. 

Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Billson, Alfred 

Blake, Edward 

Boland, John 

Branch, James 

Brigg, John 

Bright, J. A. 

Brooke, Stopford 

Brunner, J.F.L. (Lances., Leigh) 
Brunner, Sir John T.(Cheshire) 
Bryce, Rt. Hn.James(Aberdeen 
Bryce, J. A.(Inverness Burghs) 
Burns, Rt. Hon. John 

Byles, William Pollard 

Cairns, Thomas 

Cameron, Robert 

Cawley, Frederick 

Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Clough, W. 

Coats, Sir T. Glen (Renfrew, W.) 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Cogan, Denis J. 

Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins,SirWm.J.(8. Pancras, W 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Cooper, G. J. 
Corbett,C.H(Sussex, E. Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Cory, Clifford John 

Cowan, W. H. 

Crombie, John William 

Cross, Alexander 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, M. Vaughan (Cardigan) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, S.) 
Delany, William 
Devlin, CharlesRamsay(Galw’y 
Dickinson, W.H.(St.Pancras,N. 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dillon, John 
Dolan, Charles Joseph 


Then the Question | 
is “that the question be now put.” | 
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AYES. 


Donelan, Captain A. 
Duffy, William J. 
Duncan, C.(Barrow-in-Furness 
Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Dunne, MajorE. Martin(Walsall 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Erskine, David C. 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Essex, R. W. 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ferguson, R. C. Munro 
Ffrench, Peter 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 
Findlay, Alexander 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A. H. 

Ginnell, L. 
Gladstone,Rt.Hn.Herbert John 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Goddard, Daniel Ford 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Gulland, John W. 

Halpin, J. 

Hammond, John 

Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 
Harmsworth,R.L (Caithn’ss-sh. 
Hart-Davies, T. 

Haslem, James (Derbyshire) 
Hayden, John Patrick 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hazleton, Richard 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson,J.M.( Aberdeen, W.) 
Henry, Charles 8. 

Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hodge, John 

Hogan, Michael 

Holden, E. Hopkinson 
Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset,N 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hudson, Walter 

Hutton, Alfred Eddison 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Joyce, Michael 

Kearley, Hudson E. 

Kekewich, Sir George 

Kelley, George D. 

Kennedy, Vincent Paul 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Kitson, Sir James 

Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamb, Edmund G.(Leominster) 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester)] 
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The House divided :—Ayes, 278; Noes, 
(Division List No. 146.) 


Lambert, George 
Lamont, Norman 
Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid 
Layland-Barratt, Francis 

Lea, Hugh Cecil (St. Pancras, E. 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, W. H. (Cheshire, Wirral) 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J.M. (Falkirk B’ghs 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Macnamatra, Dr. Thorras J. 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah(Down, S.); 
MacVeigh, Charles(Donegal,E.) 
M‘Callum, John M. 

M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 

M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 

Mantield, Harry (Northants) 
Marks, G.Croydon(Launceston} 
Marnham, F. J. 

Massie, J. 

Meagher, Michael 

Meehan, Patrick A. 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Molteno, Percy Alport 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 
Montagu, E. S. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morrell, Philip 

Morse, L. L. 

Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. B. 

Newnes, Sir George (Swansea) 
Nicholls, George 
Nicholson, Charles N.(Doncast’r 
Nolan, Joseph 
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O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
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537 Lond 


Palmer, Sir Charles Mark 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paul, Herbert 
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Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
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Rogers, F. E. Newman 
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Runcimen, Walter 

Russell, 'T. W. 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland 


Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt. Hn. SirH. 
Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Barrie, H. T.(Londonderry, N.) 
Beach, Hn. Michael HughHicks 
Beckett,Hon. Gervase — 
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Bowles, G. Stewart 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 
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words be there added.’’ 
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Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Ure, Alexander 
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Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 


' Wallace, Robert 
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Faber, George Denison (York) | 
Fardell, Sir T. George 

Fell, Arthur 
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Fletcher, J. S. 

Forster, Henry William 
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Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
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Hill, Henry Staveley(Staff’sh. ) 
Hills, J. W. 

Kenyon-Slaney, Rt. Hn.Col.W. 
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Lockwood, Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Long, Rt.Hn. Walter(Dublin, 8.) 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
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Aubrey-Fletcher,Rt. Hn.Sir H. 
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Ward, John (Stoke-upon-Trent 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason, John Cathcart(Orkney) 
Waterlow, D.S8. 

Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke ( York, E.R.) 
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TELLERS FOR TiE AYES— 
Mr. Soares and Mr. Arthur 
Dewar. 


Nicholson, Wm.G.(Petersfield) 
O'Neill, Hon. RobertTorrens 
Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlington 
Percy, Ear: 

Ratcliff, Major R. F. 

Remnant, James Farquharson 
Roberts, S.(Sheftield, Ecclesall) 
Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 
Rothschild, Hon. Lionel Walter 
Sandys, Lieut.-Col. Thos. Myles 
Smith, Abel H. (Hertford, East) 
Starkey, John R. 

Thomson, W. Mitchell (Lanark 
Turnour, Viscount 

Vincent, Col. Sir C. E. Howard 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 

Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 
Williams Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson, A. Stanley (York, E.R.) 
Woltf, Gustav Wilhelm 
Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE NoEsS—Sir 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 96; Noes, 
(Division List No. 147.) 


Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
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Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry,N. 
Beach, Hn, Michael Hugh Hicks 
Beck, A. Cecil 

Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 

Bowles, G. Stewart 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Brotherton, Edward Allen 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Carlile, E. Hildred 
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Castlereagh, Viscount 
Cavendish, Rt. Hn. Victor C.W. 
Cawley, Frederick 

Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 
Craig,Charles Curtis( Antrim,S. 
Craig,Captain James (Down, E. 
Dalrymple, Viscount 

Davies, M. Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir Fred Dixon 
Duncan, Robert (Lanark,Govan 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fardell, Sir T. George 

Fell, Arthur 
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Abraham, William (Cork, N.E: 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Alden, Percy 

Allen, A. Acland (Christch.) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Armstrong, W. C. Heaton 
Baker, Joseph A. (Finsbury, E. 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barker, John 

Barlow, John Emmott (S’mrs’t 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnes, G. N. 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 
Beauchamp, E. 

Rellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, John Williams (D’v’np’t 
Benn, W.(T’w’r’ H’ml’ts,S.Geo. 
Bennett, E. N. 

Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Billson, Alfred 

Boland, John 

Branch, James 

Brigg, John 

Bright, J. A. 

Brooke, Stopford 

3runner, J. F. L. (Lancs., Leigh 
Brunner, Sir John T. (Chesh. ) 
Bryce, Rt. Hn. James (Aberd’n 
Bryce, J. A. (Inverness Burghs) 
Burns, Rt. Hon. John 

Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Cameron, Robert 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Clough! W. 
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Finch, Rt. Hon. George H 
Fletcher, J. 8. 

Forster, Henry William 
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Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
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Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Helmsley, Viscount 

Hervey, F.W.F.(BuryS. E’m’ds 
Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 
Hill, Henry Staveley (Staff’sh. ) 
Hills, J. W. 

Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Kenyon-Slaney,Rt. Hn. Col. W. 
King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm. 
Lamont, Norman 

Lane-Fox. G. R 

Lee, Arthur H.( Hants, Fareham 
Lockwood,Rt.Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R. 
Long, Rt. Hn. Walter (Dublin,S. 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 
Nicholson, Wm. G. (Petersfield 
Nield, Herbert 

Nussey, Thomas Willans 
O’Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Partington, Oswald 

Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlington 


NOES. 


Coats, Sir T. Glen (Renfrew, W. 
Cogan, Denis J. 

Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins, Sir W.J. (S. Pancras, W. 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Cooper, G. J. 
Corbett,C.H.(Sussex, E. Gr’st’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Cory, Clifford John 

Cowan, W. H. 

Crombie, John William 

Cross, Alexander 

Davies, Ellis William (Hifion) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, S.) 
Delany, William 

Devlin, C. Ramsay (Galway) 
Dickinson, W.H. (St. Pancras,N 
Dillon, John 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Donelan, Captain A. 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness 
Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwardg, Enoch (Hanley) 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Essex, R. W 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ferguson, R. C. Munro 
Ffrench, Peter 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustance 
Findlay, Alexander 
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Percy, Earl 

Ratcliff, Major R. F. 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Renton, Major Leslie 

Roberts, 8. (Sheffield, Ecclesall) 
Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 
Rothschild, Hon. Lionel Walter 
Sandys, Lieut.-Col. Thos. Myles 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smith, Abel H. (Hertford, East) 
Starkey, John R. 

Tennant, Sir Edward (Salisb’ry 
Thomson, W. Mitchell-(Lanark) 
Turnour, Viscount 

Valentia, Viscount 

Vincent, Col. Sir C. E. Howard 
Walrond. Hon. Lionel 

Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid.) 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson, A.Stanley (York, E.R.) 
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Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
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TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Cave and Mr. Laurence 
Hardy. 


Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A. H. 

Ginnell, L. 

Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herbert J. 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Goddard, Daniel Ford 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Gulland, John W. 

Halpin, J. 

Hammond, John 
Harmsworth, R. L.(Caithn’ss-sh 
Hart-Davies, T. 

Harwood, George 

Haslam, James ‘(De rbyshire) 
Hayden, John Patrick 
Hazell, Dr. A. E. 

Hazleton, Richard 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson, J. M. iene ealel 
Henry, Charles 8. 

Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert ,| | 
Hodge, John 

Hogan, Michael 

Holden, E. Hopkinson 
Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hope, W. Bateman (S’m’rs’t..N. 
Hudson, Walter 

Hutton, Alfred Eddison 


Jones, Leif (Appleby) 
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Joyce, Michael 

Kearley, Hudson E. 

Kekewich, Sir George 

Kelley, George D. 

Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 

Kitson, Sir James 

Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamb, Edmund G. (Leominster 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lambert, George 

Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid 
Layland-Barratt, Francis 

Lea, Hugh Cecil (St. Pancras, E. 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, W. H. (Cheshire, Wirral) 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J. M. (Falkirk B’hs. 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down,S. ) 
Mac Veigh,Charles (Donegal, E. ) 
MWCallum, John M. 

M’Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M’Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Marks, G.Croydon (Launceston 
Marnham, F. J. 

Massie, J. 

Meagher, Michael 

Meehan, Patrick A. 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Molteno, Percy Alport 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morrell, Philip 

Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. B. 
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Newnes, Sir George (Swansea) 
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Nolan, Joseph 

Norman, Henry 

O’Brien, Kendal (Tipperary,N. 

O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 

O’Connor, James (Wicklow, W. 

O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 

O'Doherty, Philip 

O'Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 
O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
O’Dowd, John 

O’Hare, Patrick 

O'Malley, William 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 
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Pearson, W. H.M. (Suffolk, Eye) 
Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 

Perks, Robert William 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh, Central 
Price, Robert John (Norfolk, FE. 
Priestley, W. E. B. (Bradf’d, E.) 
Rea, Walter Russell (Scarboro’) 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 
Rees, J. D. 

Richards, T. F. (Wolverham’n 
Rickett, J. Compton 
Ridsdale, E. A. 
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Roberts, G. H. (Horwich) 

Roberts, John H. (Denbighs. ) 
Robertson,Sir G. Scott (Bradf'd 
tobertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Walter 

Russell, T. W. 

Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann, C. E. (Manchester) 
Scott, A.H.(Ashton under Lyne 

Sears, J. E. 

Seddon, J. 

Seely, Major J. B. 

Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
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Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B.) 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 

Sloan, Thomas Henry 

Smyth, Thomas F. (Leitrim, S.} 
Snowden, P. 

Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Spicer, Albert 

Stanley, Hn. A. Lyulph (Chesh.) 
Stewart, Haliey (Greenock) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Summerbell, T. 

Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thompson,J.W.H.(Somerset, E 
Torrance, A. M. 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 

Ure, Alexander 

Vivian, Henry 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Wallace, Robert 

Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Ward, John(Stoke-upon-Trent) 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason,John Cathcart (Orkney) 
Waterlow, D. S. : 

Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire} 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
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Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Williamson, A. 

Wills, Arthur Walters 

Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, 8.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Woodhouse, Sir J.T. (H’dd’rsf’d 
Young, Samuel 

Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE NOES—Mr. 
Soares and Mr. Arthur 
Dewar. 





Clause added to the Bill. 


Mr. LAMBTON moved an Amend- 
ment to the preamble of the Bill, which 
states that— 

“it is expedient, in the interest of good 
husbandry, that better security should be 
made for the capital and labour invested by 
tenants in the cultivation of the soil.” 

The Amendment was that the words 
“landlords and” should be_ inserted 
after “by.” He said that an examina- 
tion of the provisions of the Bill would 
show that it was necessary that a proposal 
of this sort should be introduced. After 


the speeches they had heard that day 
| from the opposite side it was most neces- 
| sary to have the House express an 
| opinion, and landlords as well as tenants 
ought to have some security for their 
capital and labour. This was a very 
far-reaching Bill. It established dual 
ownership and other things, and none 
of the hon. Members opposite seemed 
the 


to consider it necessary that 
capital and labour expended by a 
landlord on his property for the 


purpose of agriculture should be safe- 
guarded. If they looked through the 
provisions of the Bill they would see that 
it was absolutely necessary that_his 
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Amendment should be adopted, because 
there were many clauses under which the 
landlord would suffer considerable hard- 
ship. He would forfeit not only some of 
his interests, but the security he had 
now for his life, because under one 
of the clauses right was given to a 
tenant to kill hares and rabbits with 
firearms. The landlord and his guests 
would walk about, therefore, in fear of 
being struck by bullets. The fourth 
clause, dealing with the freedom 
cropping and disposal of produce, raised 
a very large question. The mode of 
cultivation, cropping, or disposal of pro- 
duce differed in every county, and he 
was told even in every estate; yet this 
Bill proposed to break every contract. 
They were told that landlords were to 


have time to discuss what the Bill meant, | 


but they were not allowed time to alter 
their contracts. The dual ownership 
established by Clause 5 was a very large 
question, and there was not time to 
discuss it in one afternoon. This was 
a question of which notice certainly ought 
to be taken in the preamble of the Bill. 
The system of dual ownership, which was 
regarded with favour in some quarters, 
was not recognised as a desirable form of 
owning land in this country. 
at the present time enjoyed great ad- 
vantages which, he thought, the owners 
did not enjoy. The promoters of the Bill 
seemed to look at the question from the 
point of view of securing the interests of 
the tenants; but the interests of the land- 
lords were also deserving of consideration. 
Clause 7, for instance, provided that the 
consent of the landlord was not required 
for the laying down of permanent pasture, 
or for— 

“Repairing buildings, roads, bridges, water- 
courses, ponds, wells, or reservoirs, or of works’ 
for the application of water-power, or for supply 
of water for agricultural or domestic purposes.” 

This far-reaching clause was one which 
he thought the promoters of the Bill could 
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The tenants | 
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enable him to provide the farmhouse 
with electric light. When the tenant left 
the farm the single arbitrator under the 
Bill would probably lay down that this 
was an improvement for which the land- 
lord ought to pay compensation. It 
must also be recollected that the land- 
lord had to pay compensation in cash, 
The compensation would be determined 
according to existing ideas of what a so- 
called improvement was worth, and it 
would be seen how inequitable this was 
when they considered the further provi- 
sions of the clause. It provided that the 
consent of the landlord should not be 
required, among other things, for the 
| planting of orchards, fruit trees, straw- 
| berries, asparagus, and other vegetable 
'crops. That would put the landlord in 
a perfectly impossible position. The value 
| of land which was worth £5 an acre, when 
| planted with strawberries or rhubarb, 
| might fall in two or three years time to £3 
| or £2 103.; but the tenant, when he went 
out, would be awarded, under this Bill, 
| compensation on the basis of £5. Surely 
no man could call that justice. In the 
district of Biggleswade the market gardens 
| produced onions which were worth £10 a 
| tona few years ago; but owing to foreign 
competition the labouring classes were 
/now able to buy onions much cheaper. 
At any rate, what was worth £10 a tona 
| few years ago was now worth only £3, 
and the landlord might be called upon to 
| pay to atenant who had planted onions 
compensation at a rate which would 
represent their value at £10 a ton. The 
| tenant in that way would profit in a 
| double degree—he would profit from the 
| fertility of the land while he remained in 
occupation, and he would on leaving get 
| a profit from the landlord in the shape of 
| compensation for improvements. The 
| district of Leeds was not a very promising 
| place for the growing of rhubarb, but a 
| large amount of rhubarb was grown there 
and sold in the market at a large price. 











not have thoroughly considered. In | The method was—— 


most districts of England the landlords 
did the repairs themselves, and as to per- 
manent pasture any landlord who was 
interested in the proper cultivation of his 
land should be consulted on the question. 
The provision as to “ supply of water for 
agricultural or domestic purposes ”’ might 
mean that a tenant could provide reser- 
voirs and water-power which would 


Mr. Lambton. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member 
must confine himself to the Amendment 
to the preamble. Many of his observa- 
tions would have been pertinent .o Clause 
7, but I do not think that the hon. Gentle- 
man is entitled to go into these matters 
now. 
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Mr. LAMBTON said he was pointing 
out how necessary it was to preserve the 
interests of the landlords. It was obvious 
that in the interests of good husbandry 
the interests of the landlord must be 
considered as well as those of the tenant. 
Under this Bill the whole subject would 
become a mass of litigation, and he desired 
that the Bill should be so amended that it 
would be clearly understood by all parties 
in the land that the landlords’ interests 
as well as the tenants’ were to be pre- 
served. He begged to move. 


*Lorp HELMSLEY, in seconding the | 
Amendment, said it raised one of the most | 
important questions which could arise 
in the discussion of the Bill. The point 
ultimately raised was as to which was the 
best system of land tenure—whether it 
should be a system in which the land- 
lord and the tenant had each a distinct 
sphere of action, or whether it should be a 
system in which one individual only 
had a sphere of actionin the land. The 
Bill recognised only the rights of the 
tenant, and the Amendment was neces- 
sary in order that the rights of the land- 
lord, which the House surely would admit 
did exist, might be properly safeguarded. 
Under the existing system the tenant 
utilised the land at a certain rent, and he | 
was able to get the use of more land, 
owing to the fact that the landlord’s 
capital was sunk in the land, than he 
could if he were the occupying 
owner. A great many hon. Gentle- 
men opposite thought that occupying 
ownership was the only system which 
ought to prevail. If they were to say 
that the landlords’ interests should be 
removed altogether it would be a position 
which one could understand, but it 
would not be a just form of legislation, 
and it was not the form of legislation 
which, as yet, they would expect any 
House of Commons to pass. The Bill, 
went some way in that direction, for it 
did not recognise the rights of the land- 
lords who had provided so much of the | 
capital employed in connection with the | 
land. There was no question as to 
whether a farmer would or would not be 
better if he owned his present holding. | 
By employing a certain amount of| 
capital the tenant farmer was able under | 
the present system to get the use of so. 
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No one would dispute that the real thing 
that mattered to a farmer was the amount 
of land he was able to use; that was far 
more important to him than anything 
else. The more land he was in occupation 
of the more likely he was to make a profit 
out of it. Some interesting tables had 
been prepared showing that under the 
present system of tenure a man with a 
given amount of capital was able to ob- 
tain the use of a considerably larger area 


| of land than he would be able to secure 


with the same capital under a system of 
occupying ownership. He dared say that 
hon. Members had seen the tables to 
which he _ referred, which showed 
pretty plainly that the tenant derived 
benefit-from the capital which the land- 
lord had in the holding. If it was ad- 
mitted that the landlord’s capital was of 
value to the tenant by enabling him to 
use more land than he otherwise could 
it must be admitted that this capital 
should be secured to the landlord and 
not confiscated. The Bill took away 
from the landlord part of his right in 
land. Instead of discouraging capital 
the object of legislation should be to 
encourage it and increase it so that there 
should be more for the tenants to have 
the use of. 


Amendment proposed— 


“Tn preamble, page 1, line 3, after the word 
‘by,’ to insert the words, ‘landlords and.’ ” 
—(Mr. Lambton.) 


Question proposed, “That those words 
be there inserted.” 


Mr. SOARES said that although he 
regretted the amount of time which had 
been occupied in discussing this Amend- 
ment, he must say that for some reasons 
he did not regret it had been moved. 
He sincerely trusted that tenant farmers 
who were watching the progress of this 
measure would observe the words of 
the preamble to which the Party opposite 
were taking exception. They were that— 

“Tt is expedient in the interest of good 
husbandry that better security should be made 
for the capital and labour invested by tenants 
in the cultivation of the soil.” 


Lorp HELMSLEY indicated dissent. 


Mr. SOARES said _it,was to that pro- 
position that objection had been taken 
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and an Amendment moved. [Cries of 
“No” and “An addition.”] The real 
parent of the Bill was the hon. Member 
for South Molton. Although he had 
now deserted the green fields for the blue 
water, let anv hon. Member who wanted 
to know whether he had practical know- 
ledge of tenant-farming go down into 
Devonshire and inquire. The preamble 
was passed unanimously by the Grand 
Committee upstairs. There was not a 
word said against it then. The Grand 
Committee was a very good one; they 
had no less than nine sittings, they had 
never to wait a minute for a quorum, 
and there were never less than forty-three 
Members present at any meeting. 


CoLonEL KENYON-SLANEY reminded 
the hon. Member that he had proposed to 
amend the preamble from the beginning of 
the proceedings in Committee, and had 
only refrained from moving it to expedite 
progress. Therefore it was not quite accn- 
rate to say that they had consented to 
this part of the Bill being passed without 
any Amendment. Referring to the part 
taken by Mr. Agar-Robartes in Com- 
mittee, he wished to say that although 
they did not agree with that Gentleman 
in politics, they on that side of the House 


could not but extend sympathy to 
him in the disappointment he had 
recently experienced, more especially 


as they understood the position to be 
the result of no misconduct of his own. 
His hon. friend who had last spoken 
and he were on common ground in their 
relation to the land. He was as proud 
of his Bohemian descent as no doubt 
the hon. Member for Barnstaple ,was 
of, his Portuguese ancestry. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: I fail to see what is 
the relevance of this genealogical re- 
search. 


“ Coronen KENYON-SLANEY said 
that his object was to show that it took 
a family some time before they became 
competent to advise the House on land 
tenure. It had taken his family 700 
years; his hon. friend’s not, he 


thought, so long; but his descend- 
ants would look back with pride to 
the help he gave on this occasion. Ee 
wanted to say seriously that this Bill 


Mr. Soures. 
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touched some of the most vital prob- 
lems of the day, especially all economic 
questions relating to the land. The 
preamble of the Bill was not, he 
thought, accurate, and it wanted cor- 
rection as well as some of the clauses, 
The occupier’s position in a case of land 
tenure was very important, but it was not 
the sole interest, and they could not in the 
interests of the community at large 
forget the interests of other classes. It 
was a fatal mistake to give exceptional 
privileges to one class at the expense of 
another; to take away the legitimate 
property of one class, and give it without 
consideration to another. The Amend- 
ment asserted the joint interest of land- 
lord and tenant in the problems dealt 
with by the Bill. It had been estimated 
that between 1875 and the year 1902, 
owing to the depression in agriculture, 
the tenants had lost no less a sum than 
£253,000,000. That undoubtedly estab- 
lished a very good case for the full 
consideration by legislation of the posi- 
tion of the tenants. But it should also be 
remembered that in the same time, and as 
a result of the same causes, the owner 
had lost £1,054,000,000 worth of pro- 
perty. Surely that showed that they 
must be careful in helping one class that 
the other class was not sacrificed. It 
could not too often be repeated that 
there could be no hope for the agricultural 
industry unless it attracted capital, but 
he maintained that the return for an 
investment in land after deducting rates, 
tithes, insurance, etc., was small and 
precarious at the best. It was of the most 
intense importance to the occupants of 
land that the owners should be induced to 
live on their own soil ; but his contention 
was that this Bill would tend very largely 
to restrict the enjoyment of those land- 
lords who did so. There was a conviction 
in some quarters that the landlords drew 
the money from the soil and spent it 
elsewhere. That was a mistake; he 
would give an instance, for the accuracy 
of which he could personally vouch. 
During fourteen years the total rental 
received from a small estate in the country 
was £58,000. Rates, taxes, tithes, in- 
surance, came to £10,000, leaving £48,000 ; 
but out of that £48,000 there had to 
be spent on improvements and repairs for 


increasing the accommodation of the 


tenants, for the better housing of the 
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labourers, etc., £22,000. Further, there 
had been spent in wages to those who 
lived on the property £18,000, so that 
during the fourteen years, £50,000 of the 
rental had been returned to the soil. He 
could assure the Committee that the 
eason Why the owners remained on the 
soil was because they had an intense love 
of their own homes; and they realised 
that the first duty of a man who lived in 
his own home was to consider the welfare 
of all, members of the establishment 
and grant them guidance and assistance. 
He thought full reason had been given 
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why the Amendment which would unite 
owners and occupiers and all connected 
with the soil should be accepted. It 
would show a sense of fair play. 


Mr. SOARES rose in his place, and 
claimed to move, “ That the Question be 
now put.” 


Question put, “ That the Question be 
now put.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 286 ; Noes, 
78. (Division List No. 148.) 
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Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Allen, A. Acland (Christch. ) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Astbury, John Meir 
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Turnour, Viscount 

Valentia, Viscount 

Vincent, Col. Sir C. E. Howard’ 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 

Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 
Whitehead, Rowland 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson, A. Stanley( York, E.R.) 
Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Lambton and Viscount 
Helmsley. 


Cowan, W. H. 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 

Cross, Alexander 

Dalziel, James Henry 
Davies,David(Montgomery Co. 
Davies, M. Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Delany, William 
Devlin,CharlesRamsay(Galway 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, S. 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh. 
Dickinson,W.H.(St. Pancras,N 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dobson, Thomas W. 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Donelan, Captain A. 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan,C. (Barrow-in-Furness) 
Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Dunne, Major E.Martin(Walsall 
Edwards, Clement (Cenbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
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Erskine, David C. 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Essex, R. W. 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ferguson, R. C. Munro 
Ffrench, Peter 

Findlay, Alexander 

Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gardner, Col. Alan (Hereford,S. 
Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A. H. 

Ginnell, L. 
Gladstone,RtHn.Herbert John 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Goddard, Daniel Ford 
Greenwooa, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Gulland, John W. 

Hammond, John 

Hardy, George A.(Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B.(Worc’r) 
Harmsworth,R.L.(Caithn’ss-sh | 
Harwood, George 

Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 
Hazleton, Richard 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson,,J.M.(Aberdeen, W.) 
Henry, Charles 8. 

Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) | 
Higham, John Sharpe 
Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hodge, John 

Hogan, Michael 

Holden, E. Hopkinson 
Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset,N | 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hudson, Walter 

Hutton, Alfred Eddison 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 

Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jowett, F. W. 

Joyce, Michael 

Kearley, Hudson E. 

Kekewich, Sir George 

Kelley, George D. 

Kennedy, Vincent Paul 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Kitson, Sir James 

Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamb, EdmundG.(Leominster) | 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lambert, George 

Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid 
Layland-Barratt, Francis 
Lea, HughCecil(St.Pancras, E.) | 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, A. Levy (Essex,Harwich | 
Lever, W. H. (Cheshire, Wirral) | 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 








| Murphy, John 


| Nussey, Thomas Willans 
| Nuttall, Harry 


| O'Connor, James(Wicklow, W.) 


| O'Doherty, Philip 


| Pease, J. A. (Saftron Walden) 


| Priestley, W.E. B.( 
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Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J.M.(FalkirkB’ghs 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah(Down,S. ) 
MacVeigh, Charles(Donegal, E. ) 
M Callum, John M. 

M’Kenna, Reginald 

M ’Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Marks, G.Croydon( Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J. 

Massie, J. 

Meagher, Michael 

Meehan, Patrick A. 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Molteno, Percy Alport 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 
Montagu, E. S. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morrell, Philip 

Murnaghan, George 











Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. 3B. 

Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) 
Nicholls, George 
Nicholson,CharlesN.(Doncast’r 
Nolan, Joseph 


O’Brien, Kendal(TipperaryMi¢ | 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 


O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 


O'Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 
O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
O’ Dowd, John 

O’Graay, J. 

O’Hare, Patrick 

O'Malley, William 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 
Palmer, Sir Charles Mark 
Parker, Jan es (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 


Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) | 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 


| Power, Patrick Joseph 


Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh,Central | 
Price, RobertJohn( Norfolk, E. ) 
Bradford, E.) | 
Radford, G. H. 
Rainy, A. Rolland 
Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 

Rea, Walter Russell(Scarboro’ 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 
Rees, J. D. 

Renton, Major Leslie 
Richards, T.F.(Wolverhampt’n 
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Rickett, J. Compton 
Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,Sir GScott(Bradf’rd 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Walter 

Rusell, T. W. 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Samuel, 8. M. (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 
Schwann, Chas. E (Manchester) 
Scott,A. H. (Ashton underLyne 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T.(Hawick B.) 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Silcock, Thomas Ball 

Sloan, Thomas Herry 

Smyth, Thomas F. (Leitrim,S. 
Snowden, P. 

Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Stanger, H. Y. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Summerbell, T. 

Sutherland, J. E. 
Thompson,J.W.H.(Somerset,E. 
Torrance, A. M. 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
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| Ure, Alexander 


Vivian, Henry 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Wallace, Robert 

Walton, Sir John L. (Leeds, 8.) 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Ward, John’ (Stoke upon Trent 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason,JohnCathcart(Orkney) 
Waterlow, D. S. 

Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Wiliams, J. (Glamorgan) 


| Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarth’n 


Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Williamson, A. 


| Wills, Arthur Walters 


Wilson, J. H. (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Woodhouse, SirJ.T.(Huddersf'd 
Young, Samuel 

Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE Nors—Mr. 
Soares and Mr. Winfrey. 
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*Mr. SPEAKER ‘said that in conse- 
quence of the decision of the House on 
the last Amendment, an Amendment 
standing in the name of Colonel Kenyon- 
Slaney was out of order. This Amend- 
ment ran— 


“Preamble, page 1, line 3, at end, to add the 
words ‘ but consistently with the rights of the 
owners thereof, and with the capital and labour 
invested by them in its cultivation and de- 
velopment, and with the interests of the rural 
labouring classes, and of the community gener- 
ally in such investment fund.’” 


The House had decided that better 


security should not be given for the 
capital invested by landlords, and there- 


fore that decision covered the Amend- | 


ment or at all events a portion of it. 


Mr. SOARES, on the point of order, 
asked whether the Amendment was not 
beyond the scope of the Bill. 


*Mr. SPEAKER thought that the in- 
terests of the agricultural labourer and 
the question in regard to investments 
in land came within the scope of the Bill. 
The House, however, had already dealt 
with a portion of the Amendment. 


Mr. SOARES said the Bill only dealt 
with the relations between landlords and 
tenants and tenants and landlords. 


CotoneEL KENYON-SLANEY wished 
to point out that the labourers formed a 
very considerable part of the arrangements 
between landowners and tenants, and to 
leave out the labourers was not part of 
the policy of hon. Members on that side 
of the House. 


*Mr. SPEAKER agreed that he could 
not say that the labourer was not a 
tenant. 
a tenant. 


Mr. SOARES wished to know, if the 
labourer was a tenant, whether he was 
within the preamble of the Bill, 
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He thought he very often wag, 
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Str E. CARSON said the words of 
the preamble dealt with the capital 
and labour invested. Therefore could 


it not be said that questions concerning 
labourers could be dealt with ? 


*Mr. SPEAKER said that these addi- 
tions to the preamble led to very little. 
and until one saw the Amendment or 
the clause which was proposed, one could 
not say whether it was in order or not. 


'He could not say on the face of it that 


there might not be Amendments which 
might deal with this subject, which might 
come within the scope of the Bill. 


CotonEL KENYON-SLANEY said he 
would endeavour to keep within the 
ruling of the Speaker and to make his 
observations as short as possible. He 
moved the insertion of the words “ but 
consistently with the interests of the 
rural labouring classes and of the com- 
munity generally in such investment.” 
The interest of the rural labouring 
classes happened to be a point which 
he had spent some fifty years of his life 
in attempting to solve. Therefore if 
there was any man in the House who 
could speak with authority on the matter 
it was himself. Every single labourer 
on his estate held his cottage from him 
and was his tenant. He held it under 
conditions which saved him from capri- 
cious eviction or any capricious action 
whatever. Therefore he was very much 
interested in this question, and on his 
estate the occupation of the labourers 
of their cottages was a matter of first 
rate importance as to the conditions 
attaching to the tenancies. There were 
many people who seemed to think that 
if they settled the financial question 
between the owner and occupier they 
had settled the whole question concerning 
the rural community. That, however, 


; was not so. 


Mr. SOARES said the promoters of 


‘the Bill were prepared to accept the 
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Amendment provided the hon. and 
gallant Gentleman would finish his 
speech. He pointed out that the hon. 
and gallant Gentleman had himself said 
that he did not wish needlessly to occupy 
the time of the House. 


Adjournment 


CotonEL KENYON-SLANEY said he 
was not going to be outdone in courtesy 
by the hon. Gentleman, and would at 
once finish his speech. 


Amendment proposed— 


‘In the Preamble, page 1, line 3, at the end 
to add, ‘but consistently with the interests 
of the rural labouring classes and of the 
community generally in such investment.’”— 
(Colonel Kenyon-Slaney.) 


Question, “That those words be there 
added,” put, and agreed to. 


Str FREDERICK BANBURY (City of 
London) rose to move to omit Sub-sec- 
tion 1 of Section 1 which amended the 
Agricultural Holdings Act of 1900. This 
sub-section repealed the proviso in the 
Agricultural Holdings Act of 1900, which 
limited the scope of the improvements 
in respect to which compensation was 
to be given. It did not give any des- 
cription or indicate in any way what 
the improvements were for which the 
tenant was to be compensated, and that 
appeared to him to set a very bad prece- 
dent. The Agricultural Holdings Act of 
1900 had been in operation for some- 
thing like six years and had worked 
extremely well. He was aware there 
were some hon. Members on that side who 
thought that a portion of the Act of 1900 
might be omitted, and that the words 
“the inherent capability of the soil” 
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of th: House. 


compensated for what he had not done, 
_ If he developed “ the inherent capabilities 
‘of the soil’? he was simply doing his 
duty and he reaped the reward of good 
| husbandry by the crops which his cul- 
| tivation produced, and it seemed to hin 
| that it would be a mistake to remove this 
‘safeguard of the landlords’ interest. 
‘There were a certain number of men 
among tenants who were called ‘ scam- 
| pers,” who did not preserve “ the inherent 
‘capabilities of the soil,” their intention 
| being to take as much out of the soil as 
i they possibly could, and then go some- 
_where else. The preamble of the Bill 
said that it was brought forward “ in the- 
interest of good husbandry.” Therefore 
‘it was not expedient to omit any- 
| thing which was a safeguard for good 
‘husbandry. He thought the omission 
| of the provision in the Agricultural 
| Holdings Act, 100, would tend to realise 
‘the fear which had been expressed that 
| this Bill would only increase litigation and 
‘not benefit the landlord or the tenant, 
/but only the lawyer. He did not 
| want to say anything detrimental to the 
| legal profession, but they were not averse 
|to anything which brought business to 
/them. He thought the proper limit of the 
tenants’ claim for improvements should 
| be the actual cost, but he would not go 
‘into that matter now because it was 
possible it might be brought up at a later 
stage. 
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| And, it being Five of the clock, further 
| consideration of the Bill, amended by the 
| Standing Committee, stood adjourned. 

. . 

| Bill, as amended (by Standing Com- 
| 


|mittee), to be further considered upon 


| Friday next. 
| 





might be left out. For his part he did not | 
think so, and when one considered what | Whereupon Mr. SPEAKER, in pursuance 
the expression meant, he thought it was | of Standing Order No. 3, adjourned the 
obvious that these words should be | House without Question put. 

retained. What the tenant should be | 

compensated for was for what he himself | 
had done, and he ought not to be! 


Mr. Soares. 


Adjourned at Four minutes after 
Five o’clock till Monday next- 
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BILL BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE 


North and South Shields Electric 
Railway Bill; Metropolitan District 
Railway Bill. Reported w:thout Amend- 
ment. 


Lord Tredegar’s Supplemental Estate 
sill {H.L.]; Manchester Corporation Bill ; 
Kettering Water Bill. Reported, with 
sy Amendments. 

3 Metropolitan Railway Bill. The 
2 King’s consent signified; and Bill re- 
ported, with Amendments. 


Brixham Gas (Electric Lighting) Bill. 
The consent of His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales, in right of his Duchy of 
Cornwall, signified; and Bill reported 
with Amendments. 


Buenos Ayres Grand National Tram- 
ways Bill{H.t.]; Channel Ferry Railway 
and Quay Bill [#0]; Hull Joint Dock 
Bill [an.|. Commons Amendments 
considered, and agreed to. 


Hackney Electricity Bill. Committed. 

Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Elec- 
tric Power Bill. Brought from the 
Commons, read 1*, and referred to the 


Examiners. 


Land Drainage Provisional Order Bill ; 


risk (") at the commencement of @ Speech indicates revision 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 1) Bill; Local Government Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 2) Bill; Local 


+ Government Provisional Orders (No. 3) 
Bill; Local Government Provisional 
Orders (No. 4) Bill ; Local Government 
Provisional Orders (No. 5) Bill; Loeal 
Government Provisional Order (No. 6) 
bill; Local Government Provisional 
Orders (No. 7) Bill; Local Govern- 
ment Provisional Order (Poor Law) Bill; 
Local Government (Lreland) Provisional 
Orders (No. 2) Biil; Local Government 
(Ireland) Psovisional Orders (No. 3) Bill. 
Read 3* (according to order), and passed. 


fn Aste 


Gas and Water Orders Confirmation 
Bill [u.1.].; Gas Orders Confirmation 
(No. 1) Bill [H.1.] ; Water Orders Con- 
firmation Bill [H.1.]; Gas Orders Con- 
VOL. CLIX. [Fourtu Sertes.] 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. | firmation (No. 2) Bill pe House in 

ath J sia | Committee (according to order) : Amend- 

Monday, 25th June, 1906. /ments made: Standing Committee nega- 


| tived: The Report of Amendments to be 
| received To-morrow. 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 3) Bill [H.L.]. House again in 
Committee (according to order) : Amend- 
ments made: Standing Committee nega- 
tived: The Report of Amendments to be 
received To-morrow. 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(Gas) Bill; Ascot District Gas (Electric 
Lighting) Bill ; Twickenham and Tedding- 
ton Electric Supply Bill; Dublin, Wick- 
low, and Wexford Railway Bill; Ponte- 


fract Corporation Bill; Edinburgh 
Corporation Bill; Lancashire Electric 


Power Bill; Middlesex County Council 
(General Powers) Bill; North West 
London Railway Bill ; Bristol Corporation 
Bill. Report from the Committee of 
Selection, That the following Lords be 
proposed to the House to form the 
Select Committee for the consideration 
of the said Bills; (viz.) L. Clifford of 
Chudleigh (Chairman), L. Colchester, 
L. Wynford, L. Ritchie, L. Sanderson ; 
agreed to; and the said Lords appointed 
accordingly : The Committee to meet on 
Wednesday the 4th of July next, at 
Eleven o'clock ; and all petitions referred 
to the Committee, with leave to the 
petitioners praying to be heard by counsel 
against the Bills to be heard as desired, 
as also counsel for the Bills. 

EDUCATION BOARD PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS CONFIRMATION (KESTEVEN, 

&c.) BILL [H.1.]. 
Order of the day for the Third Read- 


ing read. 


Moved, “ That the Bill be now read 3°.” 
—(The Karl of Crewe.) 


On Question, Bill read 3°, 


Lorp MONKSWELL: My Lords, I 
do not propose to move the Amendment 
of which | have given notice. I have 
seen the Board of Agriculture and am 
satisfied with the Bill as it stands. 


Moved, “ That the bill do pass.”-—( The 


Karl of Crewe.) 


On Question, Bill passed, and sent to 
the Commons, 


U 





{LORDS} Sea Fisheries. 564 


| half-year ended March 31st, 1906, with 
the rates of interest and total amount 
| payable thereon, &e. 


North 
PETITION. 


THE EDUCATION BILL. 

Tue Marquess or LONDONDERRY: | SEA FISHERIES REGULATION ACT, 
My Lords, I desire to present to your | EGGS. 
Lordships a petition from the parents} Order made by the Board of Agri- 
or guardians of children attending the culture and Fisheries under the provisions 
Blackburn Chureh of England higher | of the above Act for the variation of an 
Lancashire and 





grade school, being a public elementary | order for uniting the Lan 
Western Sea Fisheries District. 


school in the diocese of Manchester, in 
favour of a continuance of denominational 
teaching. 
EDUCATION. 
Petition in favour of maintenance of 


existing religious teaching in Church | 


of England schools; of parents and 
guardians of children attending school at 
Blackburn; read, and ordered to lie on 
the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
TRADE REPORTS: ANNUAL SERIES. 
No. 3651. France (Martinique). 
No. 3652. Turkey (Erzeroum). 


FACTORY AND WORKSHOP. 


Annual Report of the Chief Inspector 
of Factories and Workshops for the year 
1905. Report and statistics. 


action taken by the Home Office under 
the Factory and Workshop Acts, 1891, 
1895, and 1901. 


IRISH LAND COMMISSION. 


Return of advances made under the | 


the Irish Land Act, 1903, during the 
month of February, 1906, 


EXPLOSIVES (EXPLOSION AT BLACK- 
BECK, LANCASHIRE). 


Report to the Secretary of State for, 
the Home Department on the circum- | 
stances attending an explosion which | 


occurred in the gunpowder factory at 
Blackbeck, Lancashire, on April 30th, 
1906. 

Presented (by command), and ordered 
to lie on the ‘Table. 


INDIA (LOANS RAISED IN INDIA), 


Return of all loans raised in India 
chargeable on the revenues of India 
outstanding at the commencement of the 


/made, and to be printed. 


(Dangerous Trades)—Statement of the 


Laid before the House (pursuant to 


| Act), and ordered to lie on the Table. 


CONVEYANCING BILL [H.1.] (No. 137), 

SETTLED LAND BILL [(u.L.] (No. 138), 

MARAIED WOMEN’S PROPERTY BILL 
[H.L.] (NO. 139). 

Report from the Select Committee 
(with Proceedings of the Committee), 
(No. 136.): 
sills reported with Amendments, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole 


| House ; and to be printed as amended. 


| EDUCATION OF DEFECTIVE CHILDREN 


(SCOTLAND) BILL. 
House in Committee (according to 
order): Bill reported without amend- 
ment; and re-committed to the Stand- 
ing Committee, 


NORTH SEA FISHERIES. 

*THE EARL OF ONSLOW rose “ To call 

attention to the proceedings of the Inter- 

| national Council for the investigation of 
the North Sea; and to ask the President 
of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries 
whether he would lay on the Table of the 
House the Reports of the British Dele- 
gates attending those meetings since the 
year 1902; and whother the investiga- 
tions were likely to be continued after 
next year; and, if so, whether His 
Majesty’s Government intended to take 
further part in them; and to move for 
Papers.” 

The Noble Earl said: My Lords, 
in putting these Questions I ask leave 
to direct your attention to the circum- 
stances which have led up to the present 
state of affairs in connection with the 
International Council. The subject arose 

‘as long ago as the year 1885, At that 
time a Trawling Commission reported 
| that there was undoubtedly a progressive 
‘diminution in the supply of edible fish 
_in the North Sea, and shortly afterwards 
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an invitation was received from Norway 
and Sweden to take part in some Inter- 
nation Conference or Council to inquire 
into this important subject, affecting as 
it does the food supply of a large portion 
of the population both of this country anil 
of our Continental neighbours. The 
Foreign Office replied that Great Britain 
would join — 

“if it is clearly understood that the main 
objet with which the proposed researches a e 
to be undertaken is the question as to whether 
any existing metrods of fishing are or are not 
exercising a detrimental effect on the supplies 
of fish.” 

That has been the key note of the 
position of this country throughout the 
whole of the sittings of the Council, but 
Jam afraid that it has not, at any rate 
not until quite recently, been regarded 
with that weight and deference which I 
think are due to a country so largely in- 
terested in fishing as is Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

The delegates who were sent to the 
preliminary conference were instructed 
to propose a thorough scheme for obtain- 
ing statistical information as to the 
quantity and quality of fish obtained by 
different methods of fishing ; and it was 
agreed that we should join for two years 
provided that before the end of that time 
the Council had collated and analysed the 
sea fishery investigations already made by 
the different countries. It was then pro- 
posed that Great Britain should charter a 
special steamer to carry on the work of 
the Council ; but it was pointed out by the 
officials of the Department concerned— 
namely, the Board of ‘Trade—that a 
steamer working 280 days at fifteen hours 
aday could only cover seventeen square 
miles, whereas the trawlable area of the 
North Sea was 10,000, and that it would 
therefore be of little use to collect statistics 
only by special steamers. 

Further meetings were held, and, in 
the year 1901, this country agreed to 
adhere to the scheme and to grant a sum 
of £12,000 in three years, and, if satisfied 
with the work, to extend that grant for 
two more years. That, my Lords, will 
bring the termination of the period during 
which this country agreed to contribute 
to the International Council to the month 
of July, 1907. I am, therefore, anxious 
to know whether His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment have taken into consideration the 
results of the work of the Council, 
whether they are satisfied with it, whether 
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they have been invited to continue be- 
yond the period of five years, and, if they 
have, whether they intend to doso. I 
venture to think, from the short ex- 
perience I had when at the Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, that we have 
not received value for our money, and I 
am very anxious indeed that His Majesty’s 
Government, while there is yet time, should 
take this into their serious consideration, 
and that if they are pressed to continue 
the work of the Council and to act with 
other nations on the Council, they will, at 
any rate, see that we get good value for 
our money. 


The money allotted by this country 
has been administered by a Committee 
consisting of representatives (1) of the 
Treasury ; (2) of, first, the Board of 
Trade, and aiterwards, when the Fisheries 
Department was transferred to the Board 
of Agriculture, of the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries; and (3) of the Scottish 
Office. The expenditure, however, has 
not been incurred in the collection of 
statistics, which from the outset it was 
the intention of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment should be the principal work of the 
Council, but it has been incurred on the 
two steamers, one the property of the 
Scottish Fishery Board and the other the 
property of a private association called 
the Marine Biological Association. 


The Conference met in Copenhagen in 
1902. The British delegates were in- 
structed that statistics should be obtained 
from a sufficient number of vessels to be 
representative of the whole of the trawling 
trade. They were told that— 

“ His Majesty's Government cannot help 
feeling that with the small number of surveying 
vessels available, investigations may be of too 
superticial a character to inspire confidence.” 

What was true then is true to-day. In 
1903 an Act was passed transferring the 
Fishery Department from the Board of 
Trade to the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, and, being at the head of that 
Board, I called for a report from the 
Marine Biological Association and the 
Scottish Fishery Board as to what extent 
the instructions given to the delegates, 
which had been the policy of His 
Majesty’s Government from the very 
beginning, had been carried out. We 
were informed by the Marine Biological 
Association that they were quite un- 
able to supply that information, as it 
would cause serious inconvenience to the 
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current work they were engaged on in 
connection with the international scheme. 
We then wrote to the International 
Bureau asking whether the scheme 
included investigation at various ports of 
landing into the number and size of fish 
brought by commercial vessels from the 
known grounds, and the reply we received 
was that schemes for investigation at 
ports of landing were to be prepared by 
the convener of committees, but none had 
yet been sent in. 


The instructions given to our delegates 
attending the next Conference were— 

“Tt appears now to be generally recognised 
that the most practically efiicient means of 
extending knowledge of fishing problems is 
to utilise the material brought in by commercial 
fishing vessels from known fishing grounds at 
the termination of each trip, by the examina- 
tion at the ports of landing of large quantities 
of fish, with a view to ascertaining their size, 
sexual maturity, rate of growth, and other 
conditions.” 

I subsequently introduced into this 
House a Bill which had for its object the 
prevention of the catching of immature 
or under-sized fish in the well-known 
nursery grounds, That Bill was referred 
to a Select Committee of your Lordships’ 
House, who reported that in their 
opinion there was a continuous and 
serious diminution of the number of fish 
in the North Sea, and that it was time 
some active steps were taken. After that 
it was necessary to consider the position 
of this country at the end of the first 
three years, and it was determined that 
it was not advisable to interfere with the 
existing state of affairs until the termina- 
tion of the five years. 


The question for the consideration of 
His Majesty’s Government is whether 
this country is sufticiently represented, 
and whether her views have adequate 
weight on the International Council. 
The Council consists of two repre- 
sentatives of each of the participating 
States, viz., Great Britain, Belgium, 
Holland, Germany, Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden, Russia, and Finland. ‘The 
Council acts through a bureau, which is 
composed of three ordinary and four 
extraordinary members. ‘The ordinary 
members are Dr. Hierwig, Germany ; Pro 
fessor Petersson Sweden; and Dr. Hoek, 
Holland. ‘The extraordinary members 
are Dr. Drecshell, Denmark ; Professor 
von Grimme, Russia; Professor Nanse, 
Norway ; and Professor D'Arcy ‘Thomp- 
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son, Scotland. It will thus be seen that 
on the Council England has but one vote 
out of eighteen, and on the bureau none, 
Yet England is by far the greatest fishing 
Power, her trawling industry being three 
times greater than that of all the other 
Powers bordering on the North Sea 
combined. In any proposal to reduce the 
sea area of moderate depth—which is 
available to trawling vessels of all nations 
in common —by an increase of the three 
mile territorial limit, her interests, there- 
fore, are necessarily opposed to those of 
the other nations, since she has more to 
lose and less to gain than any other Power, 
The last meeting of the Council was held 
in 1905 at Copenhagen, and the delegates 
were again instructed to press very 
strongly for an examination of the 
statistics which had already been collected, 
and for the formulating of some scheme 
for further collection. I am glad to say 
that that was adopted by the Council, 
hut it was adopted in 1905 instead of in 
1902, and IT am afraid it is very unlikely 
that much progress will he made in regard 
to it during this year. The Council was 
furnished with a report from the 
convener of Committee B, which is the 
one that deals with statistics, and he said 
that the analyses and ccllection of the 
dati would require considerable time, and 
that he hoped an opportunity would be 
afforded for full consideration before the 
time arrived for drawing up the definitive 
report of the Committee. In the mean- 
time he submitted an ad interim report, 
in regard to which the Council returned 
thanks for the pains he had taken, but 
declined to accept responsibility for the 
conclusions contained in his report. 


When I first put this notice on the 
Paper of your Lordships’ House, the Blue- 
hook which I hold in my hand had not 
been presented to Parliament, and it was 
my intention to ask the noble Earl the 
President of the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries to lay these Papers on the 
Table of the House. But, even now, we 
have not got anything like all the 
information we wish to have. The Blue- 
hook does not contain the preliminary 
report of the Marine Biological Associa- 
tion upon which the Council reported 
adversely ; neither does it contain any 
account of the proceedings which took 
place in February of this year, and which 
account is necessary to elucidate all that 
is set out in the Blue-book. I do not 
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think that the results have been in any 
way commensurate with the, expenditure 
of the International Council. What we 
want to know is, Is there over-fishing ? 
Is there destruction of small and immature 
fish ? And on that we have no information 
whatever, although the Council has been 
sitting for over four years. It is true that 
the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries 
has made some investigations on its own 
account, but not out of money provided 
for the International Council. 


I believe that a much better way of 
attaining the object we have in view 
would be to follow the recommendation 
contained in the Report of the Royal 
Commission presided over by the noble 
Earl the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, in which it was urged that 
there should be established in each 
Department concerned an independent 
and efficient branch charged with fishery 
matter only, including the collection of 
statistics and carrying out of investiga- 
tions and experiments. If that were 
done, instead of an expenditure of 
between £14,000 and £15,000 a year 
which this country has been incurring for 
the past five years, we might for a sum of 
£4,000 or £5,000 have a most important 
collection of statistics. We might have 
investigation at all the ports of landing ; 
we might have adequate analyses; we 
might establish a laboratory of our own ; 
and we might obtain some results which 
would at any rate inform us as to whether 
or not we are depleting the North Sea, 
and, if we are, how we can avoid doing 
30 in future; and that without of necessity 
communicating the results to rival fishing 
nations, 


I have not ventured, because I do not 
consider myself in a position to do so, to 
criticise the proceedings of either the 
Scottish Fishery Board or the Marine 
Biological Association, but I do humbly 
submit to your Lordships that they are 
not being conducted on the right lines, 
because they are being carried out with 
individual vessels that can only traverse 
a very small portion of the trawlable area 
of the North Sea. I wish [I could stop 
there. But I am bound, in view of 
certain remarks made by the President 
of the Marine Biological Association at a 
meeting of the Society of Arts, to call 
your Lordships’ attention to a reflection 
upon the officials of the Board of Agricul- 
ture and Fisheries Speaking of the 
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Marine Biological Association Professor 
Ray Lankester said— 

“No kind of assistance or even goodwill had 
ever been received by the Association from the 
paid officials connected with fishery matters in 
this country. Their work had been hindered 
and threatened by the jealousy of highly paid 
officials, who failed to understand the im- 
portance of the work of the Association.” 


I heard my noble friend Viscount St. 
Aldwyn the other night characterise 
statements in a notice on the Paper of 
your Lordships’ House as utterly untrue 
and worthy only of the gutter Press. If 
that is language suitable to your Lord- 
ships’ House I can only say, having had 
the honour of presiding over the Board 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, that it 
adequately described my feelings when I 
read that attack by one member of 
the Civil Service upon other members 
of the Civil Service officials of that 
Department who are not in a position 
to reply except through their representa- 
tives in Parliament. I greatly regret 
that such a statement should have been 
made, because I am satisfied that the 
officials of my noble friend’s Department 
are anxious to act only in the public 
interest, in the interest of the trawling 
industry, which has a large amount of 
sritish capital invested in it, and which 
provides food for an enormous mass of 
the people of this country and especially 
the poorest of the poor. I sincerely hope 
that my noble friend will be able to 
assure me that His Majesty’s Government 
either have given or will give this matter 
their serious consideration and endeavour 
to obtain the scientific and statistical 
information which we have consistently 
pressed for, and that if they cannot get 
that by adhering for a further period to 
the International Council they will be 
prepared to get it on their own account. 


THE PRESIDENT or THE BOARD oF 
AGRICULTURE anb FISHERIES (Earl 
CARRINGTON): My Lords, before I 
answer the questions that have been put 
tome by the noble Karl I wish to thank 
him in the name of the civil servants in 
my office for the defence he has made on 
their behalf. I was not aware that any 
such attack as that quoted by the noble 
Earl had been made, and I thank my 
noble friend very sincerely for his words. 
Though it may not be necessary to use 
the strong language to which the noble 
Earl referred, yet at the same time such 
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condemned. 
Zarl’s question, I may say at once that I 


has been omitted. The uoble Earl placed 
ago, and in consequence we have issued 
the Reports of the British delegates 


tional Council in the years 1903, 1904, 
and 1905. The Council met in February 


in their Report. 
it we shall place it at the disposal of the 
noble Earl and the House. The destruc- 
tion of immature fish, to which the atten- 
tion of the Board has been directed, is, ] 
venture to think, a separate question, and 
I will therefore confine myself entirely 
to the proceedings of the Council. 


My noble friend the Chairman of Com- 
mittees has explained the facts to the 
House and has correctly stated that a 
grant of £15,000 a year was made by the 
Treasury towards the expenses of the 
International Council. The five years, as 
the noble Earl has stated, will end on 
July 22nd next year, and then, and not 
until then, it will be the duty of His 
Majesty’s Government to consider how, if 
at all, they propose to continue this grant. 
The question has not yet been considered 
by His Majesty’s Government, and there- 
fore it is impossible for me to give any 
decided statement at the present moment 
as to what the proposal of the Government 
will be. But I can assure the nob!e Earl 
that we are fully alive to the importance 
of the subject. The number of the 
British vessels engaged in steam trawling 
is seven times as great as that of all the 


vessels belonging to other countries put | 
T the instructions to the British | 


together. 
delegates have been very succinct and 


very clear. The — attending 
the Copenhagen meeting in 1905 and | 
the Amsterdam ng in 1906 


clearly contemplated the conclusion of 
the work of the Council at the end of the 
five years. In 1905 they were instructed 
that His Majesty’s Government did not 
intend to continue the expenditure este 
the expiry of the five years, and this ye 

they have been instructed to impress 0 on 
the Council the importance of considering 
the lines on which they will next year 
draw up their Report, with a view to 
arriving at a definite conclusion by July, 


Earl Carrington, 
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undeserved attacks cannot be too severely | 1907. 
With regard to the. noble | 
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They were instructed to impress 
on their foreign colleagues that it is not 


‘the intention of His Majesty's Govern- 
greatly regret that the preliminary Report | 


ment to participate in the investigations 


'on the present footing after July 22nd, 
his notice on the Paper some three weeks | 


1907, I will not go into the practical 


| . ° 

| suggestions which have been made by the 
/noble Earl, but I can promise him that 
attending the meetings of the Interna- | 


they will receive every consideration and 


‘attention at the hands of His Majesty’s 
| Government. 

this year at Amsterdam, but the British | 
delegates have not yet been able to send | 
As soon as we receive | 


*LorpD HENEAGE: My Lords, a‘ter 
what has fallen from the noble Earl the 
President of the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries I feel compelled to say some- 
thing on behalf the National Sea 
Fisheries Association, of which I am 
president. I do not think the answer is 
at all what we would have expected after 
reading the Report, and I hope my noble 
friend is not going back on what has 
been stated—that the Council were 
to prepare their Report with a view to 
the inquiry coming to an end at tho 
termination of the five years. Iam quite 
certain that those engaged in the fishing 
industry are very much indebted to the 


/noble Karl for having brought this ques- 


tion forward. 


It ought to be pointed out that the 


fishing industry have never — been 
consulted from first to last — with 
regard to this scientific inquiry, 


Sea Fisheries Association 
represent the whole of the industry of 
Great Britain and Ireland and comprise 
other trades connected more or less with 
it ; the members of that association have 
millions of money invested in this trade ; 
and yet from first to last we have never 
been asked to give any advice or given any 
representation with regard to this inquiry. 
Since the association was founded, nearly 
a quarter of a century ago, with the 
exception of the three years from 1900 
to 1903, we have always had the most 
friendly relations with the presidents of 
the Board, but I am sorry to say that 
those relations became very strained 
during the last two years of Mr. Ritchie's 
presidency and during the whole of Mr. 
Gerald Balfour's presidency, and_ the 
result was the Resolution carried at the 
| Grimsby Conference and the separation 
of the Sea Fisheries Department alto- 
gether from the Board of Trade. 

Association, as I 
consulted in this 


The Sea Fisheries 
have said, was not 
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matter. They were not given any) 


representation on the inquiry and no 
oue was sent from the Board of Trade 
to represent officially the sea fishing 
interest. It was agreed to spend 
£42,000 spread over three years, and 
£18,500 was handed over to the Scottish 
Fishery Board, which is not at all in 
agreement with the English fishing 
industry on many important questions, 


and another £18,500 to the Biological 
Society at Lowestoft, £5,000 being 


retained for incidental and miscellaneous 
expenses by the Board of Trade. The 
whole of the interests of the great fishing 
industry in the United Kingdom were 
thus handed over to a local fishery board 
in Scotland and to a scientific body at 
Lowestoft without any official representa- 
tives whatever. 


I should like to remind your Lordships 
who the representatives were at the 
first meeting of the Council. The 
British representatives were the Minis- 
ter at Copenhagen, Professor D'Arcy 
Thompson (of the Scottish Fishery 
Board), Mr. Mills (of the British Rain- 
fall Association), and Mr. Garstang of the 
Biological Association at Lowestoft. 
Those were our representatives. There 
was not on the Council as representing 
this country one single practical person 
connected either with the Fishery Board 
in London or the Association of which I 
am president. In 1904 my noble friend 
Lord Onslow, who was then President of 
of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
consulted our association and very 
kindly attended personally the discussion 
which took place as to whether we 
should approve of another two years 
extension of the inquiry. We emphati- 
cally said no, We held that, it was doing 
more harm than good, and that if the 
Government had that money to spare we 
would rather they handed it over to the 
Fishery Board to spend for the benefit 
of our own nation. We were told, how- 
ever, that it could not be helped and that 
for some diplomatic reason or another 
it must be extended for two years. But 
my noble friend did manage to get more 
representation for us. We had Mr. 
Archer, one of our ablest officials at the 
Board at Whitehall, Mr. Masterman, 
and a gentleman from Ireland put upon 
the inquiry, and they have been upon 
it ever since. 
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But what is the real result of this 
inquiry ? We have gained nothing what- 
ever for the fishing industry in this 
country. On the other hand, we have 
handed over a great deal of information 
which our practical fishermen have 
gained during the last twenty years 
or more to foreign countries for their 
advantage and for which they are paying 
a very small sum indeed. That is a very 
serious matter. Only last year the 
various associations round the coast and 
the different smack owners were asked to 
send in returns, not only of how much 
fish their vessels got, but in what particu- 
lar parts of the North Sea the fish were 
caught, and at what times of the year. 
We are, therefore, handing over to 
other countries knowledge as to the best 
places at which to fish, the best times of 
the year to go there, and the kinds of 
fish that can be caught at particular 
times. It is well known that Germany 
is at the present moment fitting out a 
fishing fleet which will be ready in the 
course of a couple of years, and that they 
have already established in Germany a 
l'ishery Department. Moreover, they have 
founded a journal for all the information 
they can get, and anyone who has read 
that journal will see that they are not 
very friendly towards this country. 


We have had, as I say, no representa” 
tives on the inquiry. Scotland, however 
has; but on two important points the 
Scottish Fishery Board is entirely at 
variance with the English Fishery Board 
and the National Sea Fisheries Associa- 
tion. In the first place, we distinctly 
desire to uphold freedom of sale for 
foreign vessels in all our ports and that 
hospitality which we have always obtained 
in consequence from other nations. We 
also entirely repudiate the idea of the 
three-mile territorial limit being increased, 
for it will not be to our benefit, but to 
the benefit of other countries; whilst 
the Scottish Fishery Board are in favour 
both of preventing foreign vessels selling 
in English ports and of increasing the 
territorial limits. We cannot consider, 
therefore, that they represent the great 
fishing industry in this country, and we 
certainly do not consider, however scien- 
tific they may be, that we can put all 
our faith in the Biological Association. 
This inquiry may be of great interest to 
scientists, but it will be a great loss so far 
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as the fishing industry in this country is 
concerned. I speak for the trawling 
industry in Scotland as well as the whole 
of the fishing industry in this country. 
We desire that an end shall be put at 
the conclusion of the five years to this 
inquiry, and that there shall be no more 
money thrown away upon it. 


Tur Ear or ONSLOW: I under- 
stand that my noble friend the President 
of the Board has no objection to laying 
Papers on the Table of the House, 
and I therefore move for Papers. 


Moved, ‘“ That there be laid before the 
House further Papers relating to the 
procedings of the International Council 
for the investigation of the North Sea.” 
—(The Earl of Onslow.) 


On Question, Motion agreed to, 


THE MERCANTILE MARINE. 

Lorp MUSKERRY : My Lords, I rise 
toask His Majesty’s Government whether, 
if the wages of seamen of merchant 
vessels are improperly withheld by their 
employers, it is enacted that the wages 
shall continue to run and be payable 
until time of the final settlement thereof ; 
and, if so, to ask whether in view of cases 
which have happened of improper with- 
holding of the wages of masters of 
merchant vessels by their owners, His 
Majesty’s Government will be prepared 
to insert an Amendment to the Merchant 
Shipping Bill which will give masters the 
same rights as seamen in respec to their 
wages continuing to run whenthere is 
any improper withholding of moneys 
earned by them in the course of their 
employment. 


As the law stands at preent, the 
saptains of our merchant ships are exposed 
to the most barefaced robbery. Under 
the Merchant Shipping Act all persons on 
board a vessel who have signed on, no 
matter whether they wear trousers or 
petticoats, or possess any knowledge of 
seamanship, are seamen, with two excep- 
tions—namely, the captain of the vessel 
and the apprentices if the ship carries 
any. I will tell your Lordships how this 
injustice works out. A seaman who has 
some dispute about his or her pay receives 
from the shipowners every farthing up to 
the date of the final settlement of the 

Lord Heneage. 
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dispute—that is to say, the seaman may 
be on shore for a year or two doing 
nothing, yet when the matter is finally 
settled he is paid for every day spent on 
shore up to the date of the final settle- 
ment. The captain of the vessel, not 
being a seaman under the Act, has not 
those advantages, and the consequence is 
that the moment he is thrown out of 
employment the payment to him ceases, 


Your Lordships may remember that I 
gave a striking example last year of how 
this provision works. A certain captain 
of a sailing vessel met with very bad 
weather and had to put into port in 
America to refit. This was an under- 
writers’ job, and the underwriters had 
such a high opinion of the captain’s 
knowledge of seamanship that they asked 
him to oversee the repairs that were 
required. The junior partner of the 
owning firm, however, went to this port. 
He found great fault with the captain and 
finally said to him, ‘“‘ Now, captain, accord- 
ing to your agreement I give you a week’s 
notice and you must go.” There was a 
considerable sum to the credit of the 
ship, and at the junior partner’s request 
the captain drew a cheque in his favour 
for that amount. This captain had been 
in the service of the particular firm for 
18 years. The captain naturally did not 
expect the treatment he was going to 
receive, and he said, “ What about my 
wages 1” The money due to the captain 
amounted to about £124, “Oh,” replied 
the junior partner, “you may go and be 
damned. You will get paid when you 
return to Liverpool and not before.” 
The captain was, therefore, left stranded. 
He had to cable to England to his wife 
to send out money to pay his passage 
home. The wife happened to be an 
invalid and was away at the time at 
some watering place, with the result that 
the money was not sent out. He then 
managed to borrow the money and 
returned home. The captain went to 
the office of this company, which was 
in Liverpool, and asked for his money, 
producing all his vouchers, every one 
of which was duly signed. The reply 
he received was, “We cannot pay 
you. You must wait till we hear 
from the captain who replaced you 
in the ship.” The ship had in the 
meantime gone to Sydney. Finally, 
a writ on the captain’s behalf was 
served on this firm, who then applied 
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to Mr. 


Justice Bargrave Deane, 


Chambers, to have the action of the writ | 
suspended till they could hear from the | 


new captain, but his Lordship saw no 
reason for this. ‘You have all the 
papers before you,” he said ; “ you have 
all the vouchers, and I shall treat this 
hearing in Chambers as a hearing in Court, 


and give a verdict for the plaintiff.” This 
is a case Which happened last year. [am 


informed, and believe it to be true, that 
there is a practice among certain 
managing shipowners of withholding the 
payment to captains for some consider- 
able time. The process is known among 
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in, better position than seamen to make 
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such conditions as they may consider 
necessary to safeguard their own interests. 


| Any agreement which a master makes 


them as “ starving the captain.” Eventu- | 


ally they say to the captain who is, of 
course, losing money, having his family 
to keep up, “ We will give you so much” 
—possibly a half or a quarter of what is 
due to him—‘“ and we will give you a 
good reference.” ‘The unfortunate cap- 
tain accepts that offer and goes off with 
half, or less, of what is due to him. I 
contend that that is nothing less than 
bare-faced robbery. If the captain were 
a seaman under the Act no managing 
owner would attempt to do such a thing, 
because during all the time of waiting 


for the settlement his pay would be | 


accruing. 


There is another matter which I think 
ought to be looked into. It is very doubt- 
ful whether the sums withheld from the 
captains ever go into the shareholders’ 
account. The idea is that the managing 
owner takes the money as a sort of com- 
mission. Therefore, I think it is necessary, 
now that the Government are promoting 
a Merchant Shipping Bill, that masters 
should be included in the designation of 
seamen. 
that you should describe a stewardess, 
say, who goes on board for the first time, 
and a fireman who may never have been 
at sea before, as a seaman, and that the 
captain of the vessel, who occupies his 
position by reason of his superior know- 
ledge of seamanship, should not be a 
seaman under the Act. I therefore hope 


It does seem an absurd thing | 


His Majesty’s Government will give a. 


favourable Answer to the Questions I have 
placed on the Paper. 


Tur Earnor GRANARD: My Lords, 
the law with regard to the payment of 
Wages of seamen has been correctly stated 
by my noble friend. The Board of Trade 


with his employer as to the payment of 
his salary is sepurate, and of an entirely 
different. character from an agreement 
made between the master and his crew. 
His Majesty’s Government, therefore, are 
of opinion that there is no reason for any 
special legislation on this subject, and 
they do not propose to bring it in under 
the Bill which they intend introducing in 
your Lordships’ House in the course of 
next month. 


Lorp MUSKERRY: My Lords, to 


| put myself in order, I beg to move the 


adjournment of the House. I desire to 
correct one statement made by the noble 
Earl. ‘The master of a ship is not in a 
better but in a much inferior position. 
There are plenty of masters, but few 
berths going for masters, and there is 
considerable difficulty in getting seamen, 
hence the large number of foreign seamen 
and aliens in the merchant service. But 
there are plenty of officers holding masters’ 
certificates. The master is, unfortunately, 
bound to fall in with the agreement made. 
He is compelled to accept the terms 
imposed by the shipowner, and I think it 
is a monstrous thing that a man with his 
professional qualifications should be dis- 
missed at one week’s notice, which is 
less than would have to be given to a 
domestic servant. When the Govern- 
ment’s Merchant Shipping Bill is in 
your Lordships’ House, I shall move an 
Amendment on these lines. 


Tue LORD PRIVY SEAL (The Mar- 
quess of Ripon): I do not wish to in- 
terrupt my noble friend, but he has made 
a second speech upon a Question. There 
is no Motion before the House, and I 
hope my noble friend will excuse me for 
saving that he has been slightly irregular. 


AGRICULTURAL INSTITUTIONS. 
*Lorp BARNARD: My Lords, I rise 
to ask the President of the Board of 
Agriculture whether he has been able to 
consider the representations made to the 
Secretary of the Board, on December 5th 
last, by a deputation from universities, 


take the view that masters are in a much | colleges, and agricultural institutions ; 
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and whether there is any prospect of an 
increased grant to such institutions. , 


In the autumn of last year the various 
university institutions of this country 
which are engaged in the teaching of 
and research inagriculture, finding that the 
Government grant was not sufficient to 
enable them to carry out their work 
satisfactorily, crganised a deputation to 
the then President of the Board of 
Agriculture in order to press upon him 
their claims for an increase in that grant. 
Unfortunately, on the date fixed for the 
deputation Mr. Fellowes, the then Presi- 
dent, although he had not yet gone out 
of office, thought that the circumstances 
were such that he would not be justified 
in receiving the deputation ; but as the 
gentlemen composing the deputation had 
come long distances, it was felt that it 
would be inconvenient to put them off, 
and with great courtesy the officials of 
the Board of Agriculture determined that 
Sir Thomas Eihott should receive the 
deputation, This he did on December 5th, 
and in reply to the representations which 
were then made he gave us a very sym- 
pathetic answer, and promised to lay 
those representations before the new 
President of the Board as soon as he 
came into office. I have no doubt that 
he did so, and that my noble friend Ear! 
Carrington has studied them. 


In asking the Question standing in my 
name, may I be permitted to impress 
upon the noble Earl that, as was stated 
by the deputation, we are not asking for 
money exclusively for instruction, but 
that we appeal to be placed on the same 
footing as other countries in_ being 
assisted by the Government with the 
means for carrying on agricultural re- 
search. I know it is a difficult thing to 
press for Government help for this and 
that object, but I venture to think that 
this is one of those objects which, without 
such help, cannot be attained at all. 
Very large profits are made in many 
branches of industry in this country 
which are represented by — technical 
instruction in the colleges, and the 
great captains of industry in_ those 
centres are no doubt able to assist 
very largely by pecuniary means the 
endowment both of research and instruc- 
tion. But we all know the utter 
impossibility of obtaining such assistance 
from the agricultural industry. Therefore 
woe look to be put upon an equal footing 


Lord Barnard. 


{LORDS} 
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with foreign countries. I believe that all 
foreign countries assist very materially 
in this particular line, and I think I am 
right in saying that in England we are 
behind even Scotland, and certainly 
behind Ireland, in regard to Government 
help for this particular object. 


Institutions. 


I sincerely hope that if the noble Ear! 
the President of the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries cannot promise us a grant 
in the immediate future, he will hold out 
some hope of further assistance of 
some kind. At Armstrong College we 
found it impossible during the past year, 
and it will be impossible in the present 
year, to carry on the agricultural 
department, of which I have the honour 
to be president, without additional 
support. The result is that we had to go 
to the council of the college last year and 
beg for an extra grant of £100 a year, 
and | hold in my hand a letter from the 
secretary of the college, intimating that 
the council had agreed to this grant for a 
further year, but had expressed the 
opinion that it was high time the State 
did more for agricultural education. The 
money voted for this purpose at the 
present moment is£10,000. Theaddition 
of a few thousand pounds would make all 
the difference. 


Eart CARRINGTON : My Lords, the 
deputation to which the noble Lord has 
referred was a very important one, as it 
represented the universities and five or 
six colleges. It was introduced, | think, 
by Sir Isambard Owen, and letters of 
sympathy were sent by the Duke of 
Northumberland and other noble Lords 
who were unable to be present. ‘The 
noble Lord who has called attention to 
the matter to-day himself made an 
important speech on that occasion, and 
probably no one had a greater right to 
speak than my noble friend, who is chair- 
man of the agricultural committee of the 
Armstrong College. In his speech the 
noble Lord then urged that help should 
be given to those who helped themselves, 
and he has brought before your Lordships 
this afternoon an instance of how the subject 
is being tackled in the Armstrong 
College and the way in which they have 
helped themselves, 

I can say that His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment appreciate all these efforts to pro- 
vide better facilities for agricultural 
education, I think everybody will agree 
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that no money could be better spent than 
that applied in helping farmers to meet 
the fierce and growing competition which 
they have to encounter from all sides. 
The Exchequer has not been ungenerous 
to my Department. In 1889 £4,500 a 
year was voted towards this object, and 
in 1906 the Vote had risen to £11,500. 
The sum is small, it is true, when compared 
with the amounts voted in other countries, 
but it is satisfactory to note that the 


country has received the full value of the ° 


grant owing to the cordial co-operation 
and good work of the different county 
councils. 

It must not be forgotten that the 
burden of public expenditure is already 
heavy, and that it is proposed to provide 
an extra £1,000,0C0 for the maintenance 
of Church schools, At the same time I 
think that this question is one which 
might receive the practical consideration 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
[ would venture to propose to the noble 
Lor| that some inquiry should be held 
into the system of agricultural education. 
There has been no inquiry since 1888— 
nearly twenty years ago. If it should 
appear, as I venture to think it would, 
that there is good ground for an increase 
of vrant, I think those who advocate 
such an inerease would find their hands 
strengthened very considerably, and_ it 
would be possible for us to address our- 
selves to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
on the subject with stouter hearts. The 
Government are grateful to the noble 
Lord for putting the Question, as it gives 
us an Opportunity of expressing our full 
sympathy with the object he has in 
view and our earnest desire to see those 
objects carried out at the earliest possible 
opportunity. 


THE Eart oF ONSLOW: Might I 
suggest to the noble Earl that the money 
he saves from the International Council 
on Fisheries could be given for agricul- 
tural education ? 


GROUND GAME BILL. 


Order of the day for the Second 
Reading read. 


Lorp BURCHCLERE: My Lords, 
this Bill only appeared on the notice 
paper for Second Reading this morning. 


As your Lordships are aware, it is usual | 
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that a Bill coming from the other House, 
as this one does, should be put down 
within a certain time; but I am aware 
that there are many noble Lords 
interested in this question, and I think it 
would perhaps be convenient that they 
should have longer notice before the 
Second Reading of the Bill is taken. I 
therefore propose, with your Lordships’ 
permission, not to take the Second 
Reading until Tuesday, July 3rd. 


House adjourned at twenty 
minutes before Six o’clock, till 
to-morrow, — half- past Ten 
o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Slonday, 25th June, 1906, 


The House met at a quarter before Three 
of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE BILLS [LORDS] (STANDING 
ORDERS NOT PREVIOUSLY IN- 
QUIRED INTO COMPLIED WITH). 
Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table 

Keport from one of the Examiners of 

Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the 

case of the following Bills, originating in 

the Lords, and referred on the First 

Reading thereof, the Standing Orders 

not previously inquired into, and which 

are applicable thereto, have been complied 
with, viz.:— Western Valleys (Mon- 
mouthshire) Sewerage Board Bill { Lords] ; 

Shropshire, Worcestershire, and Stafford- 

shire Electric Power Bill { Lords] ; County 

of Durham Electric Power Supply Bill 

[Lords]; Neweastle-upon-Tyne Electric 

Supply Bill [Lords]. 

Ordered, That the Bills be read a 
second time. 


Crellin’s Patents Bill [Lords]. Read 
the third time, and passed, without 
amendment. 


Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Elece 
tric Power Bill ; Haslingden Corporation 
sill [Lords]. Read the third time, and 
passed, with Amendments. 
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Rugby Lower School Bill farend 
Read the third time 
amendment. 











sill [Lords], [not | 
to be read the | 


Barry 
amended] ; 
third time. 


Railway 
considered ; 


Cumberland Electricity and Power Gas 
Bill | Lords] ; Scottish Union and National 
Insurance Company Bill [Lords]. Read | 
a second time, and committed. 





MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 

That they have agreed 

Corporation Water Order Confirmation | 
Bill, without amendment. 


Sutton, Southeoates, and Drypool Gas | 


Bill, with an Amendment. 


Reserve Forces Bill, with Amendments. | 


That they have passed a Bill, intituled, 


“An Act to incorporate the Folkestone, | 


Sandgate, and Hythe Tramways Com- 
z ’ . A 


{COMMONS} 


to—Forfar | 


Reports, &e. 
PETITIONS. 


BETTING AND GAMBLING.'> 
Petition from Rugby, for legislation ; 
| to lie upon the Table. 
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| EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 

BILL. 

| Petitions against; from Calstock ; 
Nottingham (two) ; and Selly Oak ; to 

‘lie upon the table 

| 

_EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 

BILL (RELIGIOUS TEACHING). 

Petitions against alteration of Law; 

| from Blisland ;  Ingatestone ; Maer (two) ; 

| Morwenstow ; ‘and Thurnham (two) ; to 

| ie upon the Table. 


INFANT LIFE PROTECTION. 
| Petition from Westmoreland, for 
| alteration of Law ; to lie upon the Table, 


LAND VALUES TAXATION, ETC. 


(SCOTLAND) BILL. 
Petitions against ; from Glasgow ; and 
| Greenock ; to lie upon the Table. 


pany, and to empower that Company | 


to make and 
other works: 


maintain tramways 
and for other purposes.” 


[Folkéstone, Sandgate, and Hythe Tram- | 


ways Bill [ Lords. | 


Also, a Bill, intituled, “An Act 
to incorporate a body of conser- 
vators for the preservation and manage- 


ment as public open spaces of certain 
commons in the rural district of Henley, 
in the county of Oxford; and _ for 
other purposes.” [Nettlebed and District 
Commons (Preservation) Bill [Lords. } 


And, also, a Bill, intituled, “ An Act 
for enabling the Ritz Hotel, Limited, to | 
rearrange its capital ; and to provide for | 
the extinction of its deferred shares ; and | 
for issuing ordinary shares in lieu thereof ; 
and for alte ring the Memorandum aed | 
Articles of Associ: ition of the Company ; 
and for other purposes.” [The Ritz Hotel, 
Limited, Bill { Lords. } 


Folkestone, Sandgate, 
Tramways bill [Lords] ; Nettlebed and 
District Commons (Preservation) — Bill 
[Lords] ; Ritz Hotel, Limited, ‘ater! poy 
Read the first time ; and referrec 
Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills. | 


and Hythe |1 


and | 


to the 


PHARMACY BILL. 
Petitions against ; from Leek ; 
Sheftield ; to lie upon the Table. 


and 


POISONS AND PHARMACY BILL 
[LORDs}. 

Petitions for alteration ; from Bridge- 
ton; East Gloucestershire ; East Ren- 
frewshire and Govan; Halifax ; Neweastle- 
on-Tyne (two); Ripon; and Tiverton 
(two) ; to lie upon the Table. 





| SALE OF INTOXICATING LIQUORS ON 

SUNDAY. 

| Petition from Blackpool, 
| to lie upon the Table. 


in favour ; 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


EAST INDIA (LOANS RAISED IN INDIA). 


Copy presented, of Return of all Loans 
raised in India, chargeable on the 
Revenues of India, outstanding at the 
commencement of the half-year ending 
on the 31st March, 1906, ete. [by Act]; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 

[No. 910. ] 


| 
| 
| 
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TRADE REPORTS (ANNUAL SERIES). HOUSE OF COMMONS (VENTILATION) 

Copies presented, of Diplomatic and| Copy presented, of Report and Recom 
Consular Reports, Annual Series, Nos. | mendations of the Committee appointed 
3650 to 3652 [by Command]; tolie upon|to investigate and advise the First 


the Table. Commissioner of Works with regard to 
the improvement of the Ventilation of the 
FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS. | House of Commons [by Command] ; to 


| lie upon the Table. 


Copy presented, of Report of the Chief | 
Inspector for 1905. Report and Statistics | ee eee 
[by Command]; to lie upon the Table. GREENWICH OBSERVATORY. 
| Copy presented, of Report of the 
VACTORY AND WORKSHOP ACTS | Astronomer Royal to the Board of 

(DANGEROUS TRADES). | Visitors of the Royal Observatory, 
Copy presented, of Statement of the | alae [hy Command] ; to lie upon 
action taken by the Home Office under | the Table. 
the Factory and Workshop Acts, 1891, | PAU pn deteLae Amn eaten 

R05 ( r(' ° 1a é Livis. WIN Adal AL ALES 
— and 1901 [by Command]; to lie) (HALF-YEARLY STATEMENTS). ) 
pon the Table. aes 
| Copy ordered, “of Statement of the 
/number of Paupers relieved on the Ist 
EXPLOSIONS (BLACKBECK, |day of January, 1906, and similar 
LANCASHIRE). Statement for the Ist day of July, 1906 

Copy presented, of Report of the | (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, 
Secretary of State forthe Home Depart-| No, 81, of Session 1905).”—(Mr. 
ment on the circumstances attending an 
Explosion which occurred in the Gun- 
powder Factory at Blackbeck, Lancashire, 
on the 30th April, 1906 [by Command] ; QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
ine ae ae eee (CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Runciman.) 





FACTORY AND WORKSHOP ACT, 1901 ’ 
(HOME WORK). Property and Estate Laws in the 
Return presented, relative thereto : : ‘Tennewaal. ; : 
[Address 27th March ; Mr. Ramsay Mac-) Mr. GROVE (Northamptonshire, S.): 
donald | ; to lie upon the Table, and to be | lo. ask Mr. Attorney-General whether, 
printed. [No. 211.] | seeing that in the case of the death of a 
trustee holding property in the Transvaal 
’ oe Natok succession or estate duty in respect of the 
; apaednmerade arian ye trust estate is levied, he will take steps 
Copy presented, of Return of Advances | to bring the English and Transvaal laws 
made under The Trish ‘Land Act, 1903, into harmony, and so remove the dis- 
— be _— of February, 1906 [by | abilities under which inglish subjects 
ommand] ; to lie upon the Table. holding property in the Transvaal suffer. 


LOCAL A UTHORITIES (I RELAND) (Answered by Sir John Walton.) It is 
ieaeiain FORE}. assumed that the Question refers to 
Return presented, relative thereto | English succession or estate duty, and to 
[ordered 24th April ; Sir Charles Dilke];| the death of a person domiciled in the 
to lie upon the Table. United Kingdom (see Finance Act, 1894, 
s. 2 (2). The general rule is that neither 
SEA FISHERIES REGULAT=ON ACT, | succession duty nor estate duty is leviable 
1888. in the United Kingdom on the death of 

Copy presented, of Order made by the | a trustee, as no change in the beneficial 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, under | enjoyment of property is involved. As 
the provisions of the Act, for the varia-| to succession duty, this is not expressly 
tion of an Order for uniting the Lanca-| provided, but it follows from s. 2 of The 
shire and Western Sea Fisheries District | Succession Duty Act, 1853. As to 
[by Act]; to lie upon the Table. estate duty, there is an express provision, 
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s. 2 (3) of The Finance Act, 1894. If the 
case put in the Question falls within 


either of the two exceptions referred to 
in the above sub-section, the grievance 
can only be that duty is charged here and 
also in the Transvaal in respect of the 
same property. Grievances of this 
nature are intended to be met by s. 20 of 
The Finance Act, 1894. This section 
has not, however, been applied to the 
Transvaal, the reason being that the 
conditions under which an Order 
Council may apply the section have not 
been satisfied. There was some corres- 
pondence last year between the Colonial 
Office and the Transvaal Government 
with regard to legislation in that colony 
necessary to enable His Majesty in 
Council to apply the section. The In- 
land Revenue Department are not 
cognisant of the stage which this corres- 
pondence has now reached. There ap- 
pears to be no case for altering the 
English law, but any Question directed 
to that object should be addressed to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. It is not 
known whether under the Transvaal law 
duty is payable on the death of a trustee 
(as such). I have no power to obtain 
any alteration in the Transvaal law, 
and if such alteration is desired, applica- 
tion should be made to the Colonial 
Office. 


Duties of Auxiliary Postman at 
Derrybrien, County Galway. 
Mr. DUFFY (Galway, 8.) : To ask the 


Postmaster-General whether he is aware 


that the rural auxiliary postman for. 


Derrybrien, Gort, county Galway, has 
been employed in that office for over 
twenty-one years; has any revision 
taken place in his wages in consequence 


of the house to house delivery; how | 
many miles were added to his daily | 
the fresh | 


average as a consequence of 
duties imposed upon him; and_ will 
he take all the circumstances into con- 
sideration with a view of increasing his 
wages. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) 1 | 


am not acquainted with the circum- 
stances of the case referred to, but I will 
have inquiry made on the subject, and 
will afterwards communicate with the 
hon. Member. 


{COMMONS} 
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(Juestions. 


| Workmen’s Compensation Act— 
Restaurant Staff as Domestic Servants. 

Mr. TRENNANY (Berwickshire) : To ask 
| the Secretiry of State for the Home 
Department whether waiters and cooks 
in restaurants, and potmen, and bar- 
maids are domestic servants within the 
meaning of that term in the Workman’s 
Compensation Bill; or whether, being 
merely workmen, they will come within 
| the scope of the Bill. 





in | 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Glad- 
| stone.) I am advised that waiters, 
| potmen, barmaids, and, speaking gener- 
ally, cooks in restaurants, are not dom:s- 
| tic servants within the meaning of that 
| erm in the Workmen’s Compensation 
| Bill, but the question is one of fact to be 
|decided on the circumstance in each 
icase. The circumstance which is gener- 
| ally considered as most important to show 
| that a servant is a domestic servant is 
| that of residence in the master’s house. 





| Shorthand Notes of the Poplar Inquiry. 
| Sir F. BANBURY (City of London): 
| To ask the President of the Local Govern- 
}ment Board whether shorthand notes of 
the proceedings at the Poplar inquiry 
are being taken; and whether they will 
| be available to Members of this House. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) I 
have arranged for shorthand notes of the 
| proceedings being taken. The notes would 

only be available to Members of the House 
if they were printed and issued asa Parlia- 
|mentary Paper. I propose to defer she 
|consideration of the question whether 
this should be done until after the com- 
pletion of the inquiry. 


Extra Delivery of Letters at Carrizallen. 
County Leitrim. 

Mer. 7. F. SMYLH (Leitrim, 8.): 
Yo ask the Postmaster-General if he 
will grant a mid-day delivery of letters 
(in Carrigallen, county Leitrim, as 
the inhabitants there suffer inconvenience 
from having only one daily delivery of 
letters, seeing that Cuarrigallen is only 
six miles from Killeshandra, and that 
the extra cost would only be about £22 
yearly. 





(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) 1 
have called for a report on this subject, 
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and on its receipt I will communicate with 
the hon. Member. 


Officer in Charge of Magilligan Camp 
ost Office. 

Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.): To ask 
the Postmaster -General under what 
circumstances a Dublin relief clerk, 
temporarily employed in the London- 
derry office, has been “elected to take 
charge of the Magilligan Camp this 
season, seeing that in former years this 
duty has been reserved for the staff at 
Londonderry, and their supercession on 
this occasion will entail financial loss, 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) I 
will make inquiry and will communicate 
with the hon. Member. 


Responsibility to Parliament of the 
Estates Commissioners. 

Mr. GINNELL (Westmeath, N.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether, in view 
of the fact that the Estates Commis- 
sioners are themselves answerable to 
Parliament, there is any precedent or 
analogy for refusing to answer an inquiry 
with reference to one of their non- 
judicial subordinates, whose work has 
been declared incorrect by a county 
court judge; and whether he will now 
furnish the House with information in 
the case in question. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) I think 
the hon. and learned Member has some- 
what misapprehended the reply which 
I gave to his former Question on the 20th 
instant. It was intended to convey 
that the responsibility for the action 
taken by the Estates Commissioners in 
the case of M‘Glone rests entirely upon 
them, and not upon their inspector, who 
inquired into the case by their direction 
and on their behalf. The Commissioners 
are considering the question whether 
they will take steps to test the decision 
of the county court judge, and until this 
question has been decided it will not be 
convenient to give further information 
in the case. 


Defective Sight of Naval Officers. 

Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis): To 
ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
whether, with a view to the safety of 
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His Majesty’s ships and their crews, 
the Admiralty hold the Commander-in- 
Chief of a station responsible that cases 
of defective vision on the part of officers 
commanding ships are reported to the 
Admiralty; and whether the officer 
commanding a ship is in a similar manner 
held responsible in the case of his officers. 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 
It is naturally the duty of Commanders- 
in-Chief and Commanding Officers of ships 
to report any circumstances affecting the 
capacity of an officer to perform the 
duties for which he is responsible, but it 
has not been considered necessary to 
specify any particular defect as calling 
for a special report. 


Education Authorities and Instruction 
in Agricultural Co-operation. 

Mr. CHANNING (Northamptonshire, 
E.): To ask the President of the Board 
of Education whether the circular of 
13th June, 1902, addressed to county 
councils and enclosing the Minute of 
l6th April, 1902, authorising the Buck- 
inghamshire County Council, under Sec- 
tion 8 of the Technical Instruction Act, 
1889, to include in their syllabus instruc- 
tion in the principles and practice of 
agricultural co-operation, resulted in 
applications from other county councils, 
and in the sanctioning of this subject of 
instruction in other counties, and, if so, 
in which counties; whether, in pursu- 
ance of their powers under Section 2 of 
the Education Act, 1902, any local 
education authorities, and, if so, how 
many, have applied to the Board of 
Education to sanction the inclusion of 
the principles and practice of agricultural 
co-operation in their syllabus of technical 
instruction; and whether any county, 
county borough, or other education 
committees for the purposes of elementary 
education have applied to the Board of 
Education for their sanction for teaching, 
this subject in any school under their 
control, and, if so, in which counties or 
districts, and in how many instances. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The cir- 
culars referred to were issued by the 


| Board of Agriculture and Fisheries after 
consultation with the Board of Education. 


The Board of Education sanctioned the 
subject ‘Principles and Practice of 
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Agricultural Co-operation,” by Minute 
under The Technical Instruction Act, 
1889, on 16th April, 1902, on the repre- 
sentation of the Buckinghamshire County 
Council that it was a form of instruction 
suitable to the circumstances of the 
district. This subject was similarly 
sanctioned in respect of the areas of four- 
teen other county councils, viz., Car- 
narvon, Cheshire, East Sussex, Stafford- 
shire, Essex, East Suffolk, Pembroke, 
Oxford, Leicester, Shropshire,Carmarthen, 
Rutland, Cardigan, Devonshire. The 
Education Act, 1902, rendered obsolete 
those Minutes of the late Science and 
Art Department, and made it unnecessary 
for county councils to obtain the express 
sanction of the Board of Education for 
the recognition of any particular subject 
as a branch of technical instruction. I 
am not in a position to furnish the 
number of authorities which now include 
in their programme of technical instruc- 
tion any classes on the “ Principles and 
Practice of Agricultural Co-operation.” 
Tam not aware that any local authorities 
for elementary education have attempted 
to teach children in any public elementary 
school “ The Principles and Practice of 
Agricultural Co-operation,” but I think 
it hardly likely that an attempt has been 
made, or, if made, would be fruitful ; 
at all events, in any but the higher classes 
in those few schools where an unusual 
number of children attend until fourteen 
and fifteen years of age. 


(Juestions, 


The Burtonport Railway. 

Mr. MACVEIGH (Donegal, E.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether his atten- 
tion has been called to a resolution passed 
on the 11th inst. by the County Council of 
Donegal, confirming resolutions passed 
on 23rd August and 16th October, 1905, 
calling for an inquiry, in the interest of the 
ratepayers of the guaranteeing area, and 
the public using the Burtonport Railway, 
and for the appointment of an arbitrator 
to inquire into the allegations made by 
the railway company as to the imperfect 
completion of the line, the insufficient 
equipment with engines and rolling 
stock, and the alleged improper expendi- 
ture of public money; and will he say 
when an arbitrator will be appointed to 
inquire into the matter and the working of 
the line generally. 


{COMMONS} 
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(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) After very 


full and repeated consideration of all the 
circumstances of this case and in view of 
the terms of the Order in Council, and the 
agreement with the Treasury for the con- 
struction, etc., of the line, the Treasury 
has decided that it would not be justified 
in referring the matter to an outside 
tribunal. A similar Answer was given 
to unstarred Questions by the hon, 
Members for West and South Donegal on 
Monday last.+ As regards the working 
of the line an improvement, has, [ 
understand, already taken place some 
time ago, and I am not aware of any 
reason for pressing the Board of Trade 
to hold an inquiry into the matter. 


Applications for Reinstatement from 
Evicted Tenants in North Roscommon. 

Mr. JAMES O’KELLY (Roscommon, 
N.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland how many ap- 
plications for reinstatement from evicted 
tenants in North Roscommon have been 
received by the Estates Commissioners ; 
in How many cases have the evicted 
tenants been restored to their holdings or 
given equivalent holdings; and what 
progress has been made in acquiring 
untenanted land for distribution among 
the tenants of uneconomical holdings 
in North Roscommon. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Es- 
tates Commissioners records are not kept 
by Parliamentary divisions. The Com- 
missioners have received applications 
from 156 persons seeking reinstatement 
in county Roscommon. The reinstate- 
ment of fourteen of these has been 
notified to them. The Commissioners 
have entered into agreements for the 
purchase of 1,112 acres of untenanted 
land, and are negotiating for the pur- 
chase of some 2,000 acres in addition 


‘Sale of the Clements Estate, County 


Leitrim. 

Mr. DOLAN (Leitrim, N.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu 
tenant of Ire'and whether the sale of 
the Clements Estate at Manorhami'ton, 
county Leitrim, under the Land Act of 
1903, has been completed ; is he aware 
that on the 22nd February last the 


— 





+ See (4) Debates, clviii., 1344. 
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rural district council of Manorhamilton 


adopted a resolution requesting the land- 
lord to setl a grazing farm at Skreeny, 
inc uded in the estates to the Estate 
Commissioners, with the view of pro- 
viding sites for houses for the working 
classes in the town of Manorhamilton ; 
has that resolution been considered by 
the Estates Commissioners ; and, if not, 
wou'd he have the circumstances in- 
vestigated before the advance of the 
purchase money on this estate. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The  Es- 
tates Commissioners inform me that the 
purchase agreements in respect of this 
estate have only now been lodged with 
them, and that consequentiy the sale 
will not be completed for a considerable 
time. The Commissioners have not re- 
ceived the resolution referred to, but 
will be prepared, when dealing with the 
estate, to consider any application upon 
the subject which they may receive. 


Spread of Consumption in Ireland. 

Sir THOMAS ESMONDE (Wexford, 
N.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if, m view 
of the spread of consumption in Ire and, 
the Government will consider whether 
any steps can be taken for dealing with 
the disease. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) This matter 
has been receiving the serious considera- 
tion of the Local Government Board, 
who are issuing to 'ocal authorities and 
medical officers of hea!th circulars con- 
taining recommendations and_ instruc- 
tions as to measures designed to check 
the spread of consumption. 


Publication ot Irish Historical 
Manuscripts. 


Sir THOMAS ESMONDE: To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if, in view of the mass 
of records and historical manuscripts at 
home and abroad relating to Ireland, 
which are unpublished and of the desir- 
ability of initiating their publication, he 
will arrange an opportunity of discuss- 
ing the question before the end of the 
present session. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) An oppor- 
tunity of discussing this question will, 
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I take it, be afforded whenever the 
Estimates for the Irish Record Office 
may come under discussion. Those 
Estimates, however, do not belong to 
Irish Supply. I may remind the hon. 
Baronet that in recent years considerable 
progress has been made in the publica- 
tion of historical manuscripts relating 
to Ireland. The Annals of U-ster and 
the Brehon Laws have been edited and 
published, and the publication in eight 
volumes of a calendar of the Justiciary 
Rolls of Ireland up to the 18th year 
of Richard II. has been authorised, as 
well as the publication of a volume con- 
taining the statutes and ordinances of 
the early Parliaments and great councils 
of Ireland. The Historical Manuscripts 
Commission and the English Record 
Office are each also engaged upon the 
publication of manuscripts relating to Ire- 
land. I shall, however, be glad to receive 
any suggestions on the subject and to do 
my best to secure the proper editing 
and publication of these valuable recordse 


Questions. 


Sale of the Estate of Mrs. Adair, 
Mountmellick. 

Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, Os- 
sory): To ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
he is aware that five tenants on the 
estate of Mrs. Adair, Mountmellick, 
Queen’s County, have signed agreements 
to purchase their holdings at twenty- 
three years purchase, with bonus added, 
that the greater portion of the same 
estate was sold to the tenants eleven 
years ago at seventeen years purchase, 
and that the latter tenant purchasers 
have received one decadal reduction of 
14 per cent., and are entitled to two 
more ; and can he say what is the cause 
of the rise in price under the Act of 
1903; and whether the Government 
propose introducing legislation to pre- 
vent such prices being demanded from 
the Irish tenant purchasers. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) I am in- 
formed by the Estates Commissioners 
that the facts are substantially as stated 
in the first part of the Question. I 
could not, within the limits of an Answer, 
attempt to enter upon a speculation as 
to the possible cause or causes of the 
rise in price. As I have already re- 
peatedly stated, the Government are 
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carefully watching the operations of the 
Land Purchase Acts, with the object 
of deciding whether amending legisla- 
tion may be desirable, and I am not at 
present prepared to add anything to 
that statement. 


(Questions. 


Notices to Release Portions of the Bog in 
County Fermanagh. 

Mr. DOLAN: To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
by what authority John Crawford, of 
Lavagh, county Fermanagh, served 


notices on John Crawford, junior, of | 


Derryvan, county Fermanagh, Samuel 
Rooney, of Kinglass, county Fermanagh, 
and Mrs. Crawford, of Mullaghgarrow, 
to give up the portions of bog in the 
townland of Mullaghgarrow which had 
been secured to them in their invest- 
ment orders when they were purchasing 
their ho!dings under the Land Purchase 


Act in 1892; whether the Earl of Ennis- | 


killen sold these portions of bog to 
John Crawford, of Lavagh ; and whether 
he will give instructions to the Land 
Commission to see that these people 
are secured in the rights which they 
acquired by their terms of purchase. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Land 
Commission inform me that they have 
no knowledge of the proceedings referred 
to in the Question. If the tenant pur- 
chasers consider that their rights have 


been invaded, it is open to them, if so | 


advised, to seek redress by legal pro- 
ceedings. The matter is not one in 
which the Land Commission can inter- 
vene. 


Terms of Furchase of the Carysfort 
Estate. 

Mr. COGAN (Wicklow, E.) : 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that a number of tenants on the Carys- 
fort Estate, in the county of Wicklow, 
have memorialised the Estates 


agree to the terms of purchase demanded 
by the landlord, on the ground that 
they were exorbitant, and they would 
be unable to pay them; that in conse- 
quence the landlord has since harrassed 
them in vailous ways, and by duress 
sought to compel them to consent to 
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missioners to refuse to sanction the sale 
of any portion of the estate until the 
landlord agrees to reasonable terms of 
sale for the whole estate still unsold, 
and also requesting the Commissioners 
'to intervene as negotiators and arbi- 
trators between themselves and _ the 
landlord, stating they are willing to 
agree to any terms that may be settled 
‘by the Commissioners; and whether 
the Commissioners will accede to the 
tenants’ request. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) Yhe Es- 
tates Commissioners inform me that they 
nave received the memorial referred so, 
They have no present knowledge of the 

matters complained of, but will have them 

fully inquired into by their inspector 
when he virits the estate in connection 
with the proceedings for sale which have 
been instituted. ‘The Commissioners will 
duly consider all the circumstances be- 
fore sanctioning the sale of the estate. 


Disturbance in Dublin at Distraint on 
Goods of Mr. Patrick O’Carroll. 

Mr. LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid.) : To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether his atten- 
ticn has been called to the proceedings 
/at an auction of coal, seized by the 
police to defray the fine imposed upon 
|Mr. Patrick O’Carroll, a member of the 
| Dublin Corporation, for having his name 
printed on his cart as Phadrig O’Cearb- 
| haill, in Irish characters ; whether he is 
|aware that a crowd was attracted by 
/handbills denouncing the Government, 
and declaring that the proceeds of the 
sale would be devoted to the part pay- 
ment of the salaries of the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant and Sir 
Antony Macdonnell, and that the police 
had to be called in to quell the disorder; 
_and whether proceedings will be insti- 
tuted against the persons who organised 
this disturbances 


Com- | 
missioners stating they have refused to | 


(Answered by Mri Bryce.) Until this 
Question was put, down my attention 
was not called to the proceedings re: 
ferred to. The hon. Member will, I am 
‘sure, be delighted to learn” that { the 
disorder on the occasion referred to was 
‘not of a serious nature: It appears 
that some persons interrupt:d the pro 


his terms, and requesting the Com-/ ceedings, and that the police, at the 
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request of the auctioneer, ejected the 
offenders. The police authorities in- 
form me that, in their opinion, no further 
proceedings are necessary. 


Alleged Boycotting of Mr. John Dowd, of 
Ryefield, County Roscommon. 


Mr. LONSDALE: Yo ask the Chi-f 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutznant 
Ireland whether h@is aware that Me. 
John Dowd, of Ryefield, Klphin, county 
Roscommon, has complained to the 
police that he has been boycotted by 
direction of the United Irish League, 
and that Mr. Timothy Rorke, J.P., the 
United League ‘Treasurer for North 
Roscommon, who is employed by the 
Congested Districts Board, had threatened 
to make it hot for him; and what action 
he proposes to take in this matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) 
formed by the police authorities that Mr. 
Dowd has not complained to the police 
that he has been boycotted, or that Mr. 
Rorke had threatened to make it hot 
for him. The police state that, as a 
matter of fact, Mr. Dowd has not been 
boycotted, and has not, so far as they are 
aware, suifered any inconvenience. Mr. 
Rorke is not in the employment of the 
Congested Districts Board, though he 
was temporarily employed for a short 
period, about fifteen days, last spring 
in placing grazing stock on the Board’s 
lands. No action is called for in the 
matter, 


Sale of Farms on rarl Fitzwilliam’s 
Estate. 


Me. JAMES O'CONNOR (Wicklow, 
W.): To ask the Chief Sceretary to the 


Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is | 
aware that a number of tenants who 
refuse to purchase their farms from Karl | 


of | 
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(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that in a few 
cases the tenants refused to accept the 
terms offered, upon the ground that 
these terms were excessive. In such 
cases the Commissioners required their 
inspector to state whether, in his opinion, 
the vendor’s terms were reasonable, and 
the inspector’s report was in the affirma- 
tive. As the tenants still refused to 
sign purchase agreements on these terms 
their holdings were excluded from the 
“declared” estate, upon the vendor’s 
solicitor giving an undertaking that, as 
far as possible, these holdings would be 
included in a subsequent estate if terms 
acceptable to the tenants could be ar- 
ranged. This course was taken im order 
to complete the proceedings for sale, 
affecting 1,055 tenants, upon that por- 


(Questions. 


tion of the several estates for which 
agreements had been signed. ‘i‘ne Com- 
missioners have no information as to 


what communications passed between 
the solicitors for the vendor and the 
tenants. In such cases as these it is 
the practice to inform the tenants that 
their holdings have been excluded, but 
that an opportunity would be subse- 
quently afforded them of coming te 
terms with their landlord, in which cas: 
their holdings would be included in 
another estate. 


Payment of Cost by Patients obtaining 
Poor Law Medical Relief. 


MEAGHER (Kilkenny, N.): To 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 


Mr. 


| Lieutenant of Ireland whether it is com- 


petent for boards of guardians at their 
meeting subsequent to the admission of 


| patients to the infirmaries or hospitals 


under their control, who seek relief 
by way of loan, to fix the amount which 
the patient or patients shall pay per day 
for their maintenance and attendance 
while in the hospital or infirmary ; and, 
if not, whether, seeing that at the present 


Fitzwilliam, on the g ground that the price | Itime such patients contribute but a 


demanded is excessive, have been noti- 
fied by the Estates Commissioners,through 
Mr. Fottrell, solicitor, that they intend 
to exclude those tenants from the sale 
of the estate unless they write by return 
post agreeing to purchase on the land- 
lord’s terms; and, if so, will he make 
inquiries into the action of the Com- 


Missioners in these cases. 





| 


fraction of the cost which they bear on 
the rates, he will introduce a Bill granting 
boards of guardians the power to fix the 
rates of charges to patients who seek 
relief by way of loan, so as to include, 
in the case of patients who are able to 
pay, a part of the cost of medical and 
nursing attendance, and the actual cost 
of the dietary. 
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(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) In the 
opmion of the Local Government Board 
the answer to the first part of the Question 
is that the guardians have only a limited 
power under Section 4 of The Poor Relief 
(Ireland) Act, 1862, whereby they are 
empowered to charge patients in hospi- 
tals or infirmaries a portion of their cost, 
but such portion is in no case to exceed 
the average of the general cost of main- 
tenance, medical and surgical treatment, 
in such hospitals or infirmaries. The 
Government are not prepared to con- 
sider the suggestion contained in the 
latter part of the Question pending 
the presentation of the Report of the 
Poor Law Reform Commission. 


(Juestions, 


Maintenance and Patients Treated in 
the Kilkenny District Lunatic Asylum. 

Mr. MEAGHER: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland if he will state the number of 
patients treated in the Kilkenny District 
Lunatic Asylum for the year 1897, and 
the total cost for the same, including 
maintenance and establishment charges, 
showing how much was raised by local 
rates and how much received from Gov- 
ernment grants, and the average weekly 
cost per head in that vear, and the details 
of the same information for the vear 1905, 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) In the 
calendar year 1897 the average number 
of patients in this asylum was 388 ; the 
total cost, including maintenance and 
establishment charges, was £9,127, of 
which £4,400 was raised by local rates 
and £3,212 received from Government 
grants ; and the net average weekly cost 
per patient was 7s. 6d. The correspond- 
ing figures for the financial year ending 
3ist March, 1905, were, average number 
of patients, 452; total cost, £12,997; 
raised by local rates, £7,876; received 
from Government grants, £4,552; net 
average weekly cost, 8s. 10d. 


Weekly Tenants and Payment of Rates 
on Cotttages. 

Mr. MEAGHER: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Treland whether he is aware of the bur- 
den placed on the ratepayers of a number 
of unions in Ireland by the inability of 
weekly tenants of cottages to pay the 
rates levied on them; and whether, 
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seeing that the rates on those cottages 
prior to the operation of the Local 
Government (Ireland) Act of 1898 were 
borne by the landlords, he will see his 
way to have that Act amended in order 
to revert to the old system, and so pre- 
vent the other ratepayers from having 
to meet increased taxation. : 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.)—I beg to 
refer to the replies wyjch I gave to similar 
Questions on April 4th and May 16th,7 
when I stated fully the reasons why the 
Government are not prepared to intro- 
duce legislation on this subject. 


Allocation of Grants for the Teaching of 
rish. 

CAPTAIN CRAIG (Down, E.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether, in view of the 
lack of prosperity in some parts of Ire- 
land, he will discontinue the allocation 
of grants towards the teaching of Irish 
in national schools, with the object of 
securing more time being spent on learn- 
ing other languages, seeing that a section 
of Irishmen object to contribute towards 
the cost of teaching Irish ; and whether 
he can see his way to constitute the Insh 
language as a special subject, to be 
taught out of national school hours, and 
paid for by those parents desirous of 
having their children taught it. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.)—It is not 
proposed to discontinue the allocation 
of grants for the teaching of Insh, nor 
does the Irish Government believe that 
it would be possible, as the hon. Member 
seems to suggest, to introduce the general 
teaching of Greek, German, and other 
languages in Irish primary schools. 
Neither would it be an easy matter to 
give effect at the same time to all the 
wishes of every particular section of 
Irishmen. The suggestion in the last 
paragraph of the Question does not 
appear to be practicable. 


Case of James Ward and the Castlebar 
Urban District Council. 

Mr. LONSDALE: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he is aware that James 
Ward, who was sentenced to nine months’ 
imprisonment at the Sligo winter assizes, 


es 
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for having published a seditious libel 
against the Government and trying to 
prevent persons from enlisting in the 
Army and Navy, has been liberated three 
months in advance of the termination of 
his sentence ; whether he is aware that 
James Ward, since his incarceration, has 
been unanimously co-opted a member of 
the Castlebar Urban Council; and 
whether in view of the fact that this man 
has been impri oned for this offence, he 
will take steps to have the appointment 
cancelled. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) James Ward 
has been released, by order of the 
Lords Justices, two and a half months 
before the termination of his sentence 
of nine months. He has, I am informed, 
been co-opted, but not unanimously, a 
member of the Castlebar Urban District 
Council. He does not appear to be 
disqualified from acting upon the district 
council. The Irish Government have 
no power to cancel appointments of 
this nature. 


Evicted Tenants in County Clare. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 
K.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he 
will, in the interest of public peace and 
good feeling, see that the evicted tenants 
in county Clare are dealt with as soon as 
possible, and whether he can state the 
total number of Clare evicted tenants, 
and what steps are being taken for their 
restoration to holdings, so that their 
present state of idleness and suifering 
may be terminated. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Kstates 
Commissioners inform me that they have 
deputed one of their inspectors to inquire 
into the cases of the 217 evicted tenants 
who have lodged applications for rein- 
statement in county Clare; The in- 
spector’s inquiries will obviously”. take 
some time, but the matter will be pressed 
forvard with as much despatch at 
possible. 


Irish Intermediate Education Board 
Rules. 


Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL (Kerry, 
W.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland when will the 
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new rules of the Intermediate Education 


Board for Ireland be laid upon the Table 
of the House. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The rules 
were laid upon the Table on Friday last. 
They are substantially the rules ap- 
proved in 1905 for the vear 1906. The 
only changes which have been made are, I 
understand, a few minor changes con- 
sequent upon the alteration of the pro- 
gramme as regards some of the subjects. 
These changes do not in any way affect 
Trish as a subject of examination. 


Government Board and Resolultion by 
Parliament. 

Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL: To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether there is any 
precedent for a board, either in England 
or Ireland, deriving its authority and its 
finances from the Exchequer, refusing 
to adopt a Resolution unanimously agreed 
to by Parliament. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) I am not 
aware that there is any precedent, but I 
am also not aware that the case has 
arisen. 


Revision Court for Carrickmore, 

Mr. MURNAGHAN (Tyrone, Mid.): 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he has received 
a Resolution, recently passed by the 
Omagh Board of Guardians, in reference 
to the necessity of a revision court at 
Carrickmore, in the Parliamentary Divi- 
sion of Mid-Tyrone; is he aware that 
householders, in order to get their names 
on the register of voters, have in many 
cases to travel ten, twelve and fourteen 
miles t» the towa of Sixmilecross, mostly 
on foot; and whether, in view of the 
value attached to electoral rights by the 
people of Tyrone, he will tike steps to 
estvblish at Carrickmore a revision court 
in time for the Autumn revision. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) ‘The Reso- 
lution in question has been received, and 
the necessary inquiries are being made 
with the object of submitting the matter 
for the decision of the Lord-Lieutenant 
in Conneil, 
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Local Government (Ireland) Act— 
Suggested Repeal of Clause 6. 


Questions. 


Mr. MEAGHER: To ask the Chief 


Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Treland whether his attention has been 
called to the effect on the ratepayers 
of Ireland of the operation of Clause 6 of 
the Local Government (Ireland) Amending 
Act of 1902; and whether, seeing that 
the existence of this clause in the Act 
has given dissatisfaction to all the Poor 
Law unions of Ireland, and also so the 
officers of these bodies, he will see his way 
to have the clause repealed, or, as an 
alternative, will recommend the Trea- 


sury to accede to the request of the Poor 


Law Association of Ireland by giving 
an equivalent grant to the Poor Law 
unions of Ireland in aid of salariss. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Local 


Government Board have received from | 


some unions requests for the repeal of 
the section quoted, but it is not the fact 
that the operations of the section has 
given dissatisfaction to all unions. I 
have already stated that it is not the 
intention of the Government as at present 
advised to take steps for the repeal of 
this section, and I would refer the hon. 
Member to my replies to Questions on the 
subject put by the hon. Member for 
South Cork on the 12th March? and 
23rd May.t 


Local Government (Ireland) Act—-Sug- 
gested Repeal of Section 83. 


Mr. MEAGHER: To ask the Chief 


Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of | 
Ireland whether his attention has been | 


called to the difficulties in the way of the 
efficient working of the Parliamentary 
Voters’ Acts, by the existence of Section 
83 (7) of the Local Government (Ireland) 
Act of 1898; whether he is aware that 


the majority of theIrish Poor Law unions | 


boards have, at repeated times, urged on 
the Irish Government the necessity for 


repealing this section in favour of having | 


the work and the work under the Jurors 
Acts performed as heretofore by all 
clerks of unions; and whether he can 
see his way to have this section repealed. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) By the 
enactment referred to, the duty of pre- 


t+ See (4) Debates, cliii., 876. 
+ See (4) Debates, clvii., 1287. 
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paring voters and jurors’ lists was 
transferred from clerks of unions to 
secretaries of county councils. In the 
opinion of the Local Government Board, 
this enactment does not hinder but 
facititates the efficient working of the 
Parliamentary Voters and Jurors Acts, 
It is the fact that a number of boards of 
_guardians have from time to time asked 
for the repeal of the section im ques ion, 
but it was found that there was a con- 
sensus of opinion on the part of county 
court judges and revising barristezs in 
favour of the continuance of the present 
system, and in these circumstances 1! is 
not proposed to take steps for the repeal 
of the section. 


Irish Boards of Guardians and Tenders 

for Supplies. 

Mr. MEAGHER: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether, in considering contracts 
for the supplies for workhouses and 
dispensaries, boards of guardians are 
allowed to use their discretion to accept 
any tender which they decide on, irres- 
spective as to whether the same may be 
the lowest or not, if, in their opinion, or 
in the opinion of the majority of the 
board, they are doing the best for the 
interests of the ratepayers ; and whether 
it is only in the case of district council 
work that reasons are to be given to the 
Local Government Board as to why 
tenders other than the lowest were 
accepted. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) Boards of 
/ guardians are, in the exercise of their 
discretion, at liberty to accept the lowest 
or any tender for the supply of goods to 
|the workhouse, except in the case of 
medicines and medical and _ surgical 
appliances. In order to obtain recoup- 
ment from the local taxation account of 
portion of the cost of these latter articles, 
boards of guardians must, before accepting 
1atender, other than the lowest, obtain 
'the approval of the Local Government 
| Board. In every case boards of guardians 
/must be prepared to satisfy the auditor 
that their action in accepting a tender 
other than the lowest was in the best in- 
| terest of the ratepayers. Section 18 of The 
| Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1902, 
“requires a rural district council which 
accepts a tender other than the lowest, 
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for the execution of a public work, to give 
the reasons on a prescribed form for 
the non-acceptance of the lower tender 
or tenders. The reasons must be pro- 
duced to the auditor of the Local Govern- 
ment Board. 


Extra Police at Loughrea. 

Mr. DUFFY: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Licutenant of 
Ireland how many extra policemen are 
stationed in Loughrea at present ari.ing 
out of the eviction of Mr. Martin Ward ; 
how many are employed protecting the 
men in possession of Mr. Ward’s premises ; 
is any share of the cost to be borne by the 
landlord, Lord Clanricarde ; and, if not, 
who will be responsible, 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) I am m- 
formed by the police authorities that the 
number of extra policemen at present 
stationed in Loughrea is eleven. No 
policemen have been specially detailed 
for the protection of the caretakers of 
Mr. Ward’s late premises, but this duty 
is performed by the police generally. 
The extra policemen at Loughrea belong 
to the established force of county Galway, 
and the cost therefore falls on the Parlia- 
mentary Vote, and not on local authori- 
ties or other persons, 


Complaints of the O'Hara Tenants. 

Mr. DUFFY: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland what steps have been taken by 
the Estates Commissioners to investigate 
the complaint made in the memorial for- 
warded to them by a body of the O’Hara 
tenantry, near Gort; and will he state 
how the matter stands, 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that they have 
entered into communication with the 
agent of the estate in question upon the 
subject of the petition which they have 
received from the occupiers of small 
holdings in the district, No proceedings 
for the sale of the estate have yet been 
instituted before them, 


Changes in the Irish Intermediate Educa- 
tion Programme. 

Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL: To ask 

the Chief Secretary ,to the Lord-Lieu- 

tenant of Ireland whether, seeing that the 
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House of Commons unanimously agreed 
on May 2\st,+ to certain changes in the 
intermediate programme for the year 
1907, and that these changes created 
no difficulty in administration, he will 


/explain why the Board took one month 


before they could give a definite reply to 
the matter; whether he will secure the 


| publication of the minutes of the meeting 


of the Board at which this matter was 
discussed; and will he state which of 
the proposed changes causes difficulty, 
and in what way it does so. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) There has 
been no avoidable delay on the part of 
the Board or of the Executive in dealing 
with this matter, Any delay that has 
occurred has been due to the difficulties 
inherent in the case, and to the necessity 
of summoning members of the Board 
from various parts of Ireland t» the meet- 
ing convened to consider the matter. 
It was found necessary to take the opinion 
of the Law Officers as to the eif2ct of the 
Resolution of the House upon the rules 
submitted, and His Excellency was ad- 
vised that the rules as a whole had been 
rendered null and void by the passing 
of the Resolution, and that a new set of 
rules required to be submitted. This 
opinion was communicated to the Inter- 
mediate Education Board, who thought 
that, considering the difficulties and 
intricacy of the matter, they could not, 
within the time necessary to enable rules 
to become effective, frame new rules 
which would adequately meet the case. 
They have therefore submitted the rules 
already approved of for 1906 as rules for 
1907, and these, with the formal sanction 
of the Lord-Lieutenant, have now been 
laid on the Table. The publication of 
the minutes of the Board would be very 
unusual and, in the opinion of the 
Government, not to the public interest, 
nor has the Irish Government any power 
to require the Board to produce the 
minutes of its proceedings. Even if I 
possessed the necessary technical ac- 
quaintance with the subject it would 
be impossible within the limits of an 
Answer to explain the difficulties which 
have led the Board, as they inform me, 
to postpone for the present year an 
attempt to reconstruct these rules. 


+See (4) Debates elvii., 1072 
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Turbary on Lord Orkney’s Estate at 
Castle Iney. 

Mr. KENDAL O’BRIEN (Tipperary, 
Mid.): To a k the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he 
is aware that the tenants on Lord Orkney’s 
estate, at Castle Iney, county Tipperary, 
signed their purchase agreements on the 
understanding that the turbary was to be 
div:ded equally amongst them, and that 
the solicitor acting for the tenants, Mr. 
Ryan, received a letter from the solicitor 
for the landlord, Mr. Lyster, previous 
to the signing of agreements, stating that 
the turbary was to be sold to the Estates 
Commi sioners for the purpose mentioned, 
and will he say if this turbary has been 
acquired by the Estates Commissioners, 
is it to be distributed evenly amongst 
the purchasing tenants, and what steps 
have been taken since the negot‘ations 
were completed in 1904 to distribute 
this portion of the estate amongst the 
tenan's. 


Questions. 


Answered by Mr. Bryce) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that proe dings 
‘or the sale of this estate are before them, 
but that the property has not yet been 
inspected on their behalf. The matters 
of fact alleged n she Question will be 
inquired into when the inspection is being 
made, but the Commissioners have no 
present knowledge on the subject. 
part of the property has been acquired 
by the Estates Commissioners. 


Report of the Estates and Land Commis- 
sioners. 

Mr. P. A. MCHUGH (Sligo, N.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the Re- 
port of the Estates Commissioners for 
the year ended March 31st, 1906, has 
vet been issued ; if not, can he say when 
it is likely to be available for Members ; 
and can he say when the Land Com- 
mission Report for the same vear_ will 
be issued, 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that they 
anticipate that their Report will be 
ready for presentation by the middle of 


next month, and the Land Commission | 
that their annual Report will be com- | 


pleted by about the same time. Such 


delay as has occurred in completing the | 
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Report of the Estates Commiss‘oners 
iz, they inform me, largely due to the 
diversion of much of the t me of their 
staff to the preparation of Answer: to 
Questions put in this House. My re- 
collection, however, is that this does not, 
however, in any way re‘er to Questions 
put by the hon. Member, whose Quest ons 
have not, according to my recollect’on, 
unduly occupied the time of the Com- 
mis ioners or of any Irish Department. 


Grant towards Improvement of Kinvarra 
Harbour. 


Mr. DUFFY: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether his attention has been 
drawn to a Resolution passed by the 
Galway County Council at its meeting 
on the 18th instant, wherein disapproval 
is expressed of the action of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture in withholding the 
payment of ther promised contribution 
of £1,100 towards the improvement of 
and whether, in 
view of the necessity of completing the 
improvements to the harbour and the 
extension of the pier, he will take steps 
to see that the undertaking arrived at, 


'as between the county council and the 


No 
tion referred to has been received. 


| in two sections. 


Depar'men of Agriculture, is carried 
out with the least possible delay. 


The Resolu- 
The 
proposed harbour works at Kinvaria are 
In one of these, the cost 
of which is £1,900, the works are already 
in progress under the Marine Works Act, 
£1,100 having been provided under that 
Act, and £800 by the county council. The 
other scheme, which involves a cost of 
£1,600, consists of an extension proposed 
by the county council to which the 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) 


| Department of Agriculture proposes to 


| contribution, 


contribute £1,100. The Department 
have no desire to withdraw their offered 
but a legal difficulty 
has arisen as to the powers of the county 
council to contribute their share of the 
cost. This matter is, at present, receiving 
the earnest attention of the Government. 


South Derby Election—Assault Case. 
Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.): To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 


| of Ireland whether his attention has been 


called to the proceedings in the case of 
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feorge M’Cullough and William Foster, 
in connection with the South Derry 
election, to recover damages for assault 
and battery, tried in Dublin before 
Justice Kenny and a jury, and in which 
plaintiff obtained a verdict for £20 
damages ; is he aware that the learned 
judge commented strongly on the conduct 
of the local police in not prosecuting 
Foster for this assault; and will he say 
what steps do the constabulary authori- 
ties intend to take in regard to Constable 
Mason and the other policemen. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) My atten- 
tion had not been called to this case, but 
I have now received a report from the 
police authorities and have seen a news- 
paper report containing the comments 
of the learned judge upon the hearing 
of the civil action. It appears that the 
assault In question was witnessed by two 
policemen, who at once interfered to 
prevent further assaults. I am informed 
that it is not the practice for the police 
to prosecute in such cases unless the 
assault is of a serious nature or is one 
involving the general peace of the locality ; 
and if the police have any doubt upon the 
latter point, they take the directions of 
the magistrates at petty sessions, under 
25 and 26 Vic. Cap. 50, Sec. 9. This 
was done in the present case, and the 
bench of magistrates decided that, as a 
civil action was pending, it was better that 
the police should not interfere. Mr. 
YCullough himself had requested the 
police not to prosecute, as he intended 
to take a civil action. The learned judge 
was probably not informed of this fact. 
As the police followed the usual course 
in this case, the Inspector-General does 
not intend to take any steps. 


Belfast Prison Governor. 

Mr. McKILLOP (Armagh, 8.) : To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland can he state what is the 
age of the present governor of the Belfast 
prison; how long has he been in the 
service, and does the sixty-five rule apply 
to his case ; can he say how many prisons 
he has been governor in before his 
appointment to Belfast ; and how many 
escapes and attempted escapes have 
taken place in each, during the term of 
his governorship. 
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(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) 1 am in- 
formed that the Governor of Belfast 
prison is sixty-one years of age. He has 
been in the prison service for forty years. 
The rule as to retirement at sixty-five 
does not apply in his case, as he is one of 
the existing officers who were transferred 
to the service of the general Prisons 
Board under the Prisons Act of 1877. 
He has been governor of three prisons 
besides Belfast, namely, Tralee, Limerick, 
and Clonmel. One escape and one 
attempted escape occurred during his 
governorship of Tralee prison, and one 
escape during his governorship of Lim- 
erick Prison. 


Questions. 


Belfast Prison—Confidential Reports. 

Mr. McKIiLLOP: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether it is usual for the Prisons 
Board, in regard to charges against 
warders, to receive secret Reports from 
the governors of prisons in such cases ; 
if not, is he aware of any cases in which 
such has been done; whether’ the 
Prisons Board ever consider or base their 
decision on such Reports, without dis- 
closing the nature of the same to the 
warder concerned ; and whether any such 
secret Reports have been received from 
the Governor of Belfast prison during the 
past twelve months; and, if will 
such be laid upon the Table of the House. 


SO, 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The General 
Prisons Board inform me that they con- 
tinuously receive from prison governors, 
including the Governor of Belfast Prison, 
confidential reports upon matters affect- 
ing prison administration and discipline. 
Warders are afforded full opportunity of 
meeting any charges whieh may be 
brought against them. The evidence 
in support of the charges is taken in their 
presence, and they may cross-examine 
the witnesses and bring up witnesses in 
their own defence. The General Prison 
Board do not, in any such case, base 
their decision on confidential reports, 
but on the admitted or proved facts of 
the case. It would be quite contrary 
to the established practice, and not in 
the interests of the public service, to 
lay upor the Table confidential reports 
received bv the Prisons Board from 
officers. 
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Glenties Land Dispute. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal,.8.) : 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether his at- 
tention has been directed to the pro- 
ceedings of the landlord in a case in 
which the Marquess Conygham is plain- 
tiff and Major Johnstone, of New Eden, 
Glenties, in the county of Donegal, is 
defendant, in which, at the last petty 
sessions at Ardara, on 12th June, a 
decree for the possession of three farms, 
Magherymore, Mullynigh, and Oisk, all 


under one rental, was granted, a decree | 
in ejectment for non-payment of rent | 
having been previously obtained, and to | 


the magistrate’s opinion that the applica- 
tion could not be refused as the six 
months’ period of redemption had ex- 
pired, notwithstanding that the de- 
fendant made an offer in gold of full rent 
and costs, which was refused, although 
Captain Crosbie, the resident magistrate, 
strongly urged its acceptance by the 
Jandlord’s solicitor ; and whether, having 
regard to the fact that the decree for 
possession was given on an undertaking 
on behalf of the landlord that the eviction 
would not be carried out for a month, 
and that now, in violation of that under- 
taking, preparations are being made 
for its immediate execution, he will re- 
fuse to lend the forces of the Crown in 
this case. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) I am in- 
formed that the facts are substantially 
as stated in the Question. The decree 
which was granted was, however, not 
against Major Johnstone but against 
James Boyle, who was originally a sub- 
tenant to Major Jehnstone, and was, 
at the date of the decree, caretaker of 
the holdings. It is, I understand, the 
fact that the resident magistrate sug- 
gested the acceptance of the proposed 
payment in the interests of peace, but 
the plaintifi’s solicitor stated that he 
had no power to accept the offer. I have 
no information as to any undertaking 
that the execution of the decree should be 
delayed for a month, nor have I any 
information that preparations for its 
execution are now being made; but in 
any event, it is hardly necessary for m2 
to remind the hon. and learned Member 
that I have no power whatever to with- 
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| hold the forces of the Crown in cases of 
this kind. 


Clonamirin Estate Sale. 

| Mr. DUFFY: To ask the Chief Secre- 
‘tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
| whether his attention has been directed 
to the proposed sale of a large estate, 
situated in Clonamirin, Mount Shannon, 
county Galway, in sections, to four or 
five tenants; whether he is aware that 
‘close on forty small tenancies, of an 
average valuation of less than £5, exist 
in the neighbourhood; and _ whether 
the Estates Commissioners will institute 
special inquiry into the circumstances 
| attending the sale of the John F. George 
; and James Wakely estate before sanction- 
| ing a sale which, if carried out, will 
| stereotype the poverty of the congested 
occupiers in the district. 


| 
| 
| 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Ks- 
tates Commissioners inform me that in 
the short time since notice of this Ques- 
tion was given they have been unable 
to trace any proceedings es having 
| been instituted before them in respect 
of the estate referred to, but they will 
have a further investigation made, and I 
will apprise the hon. Member of the 
result. 


Belfast Army Meat Supplies. 

Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick) : To 
ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether he is aware that dissatisfaction 
has been expressed respecting the quality 
of the meat supplied to the troops 
stationed in Belfast; and whether he 
can state the firm to whom the contract 
was given. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
No complaint has reached the War Office 
regarding the quality of meat supplied 
under the Belfast contract, which is 
held by F. Boddy, of Liverpool. 


Royal Small Arms Factory, Birmingham 
& Mr. C. DUNCAN (Barrow-in-Furness) : 
To ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether he can state how many of the 
men recently employed at the Royal 
Small Arms Factory, Birmingham, have 
been thrown out of employment owing 
to the transference of this factory to a 
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privat2 company ; and whether, in view 
of the understanding that no man 
should be discharged, and the promise 
given by the Government that 25 per 
cent. of the orders to be given out to 
private contractors should be sent to 
this factory, he will say what action the 
Government intend to take in order to 
prevent the discharge of the workmen. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The condition of transfer alluded to was 
that preference of employment by the 
purchasing company was to be given 
to men employed by the Government 
at the factory at the time of transfer. 
We understand that this condition of 
the agreementis being fulfilled, and that 
all men who were so employed at that 
date are still employed at the factory. 


Crimean Veteran’s Record. 

Me. MURPHY (Kerry, E.): To ask 
the Secret ury of State for War whether his 
attention has been called to th» prosecu- 
tion, at Killarney, on the 18th June, 1906, 
of Cornelius Brosnihan for begging ; 
wheter he is aware that this man was 
a soldier in the 32nd Regiment, and 
served through the Crimean War and 
Iidiin Mutiny, and was also presented 
with the medal of the Royal Humane 
Society for life-saving; and whether 
he can do anything to relieve this dis- 
tressed old soldier and save him from 
poverty in his old age. 


(Answered by Mr, Secretary Haldane.) 
This man was discharged from the Army 
with ignominy, and with a very bad 
character. This is not considered to be 
a case deserving a compassionate allow- 
ance. 


Natal Natives and the Kimberley Mines. 

Me. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD (Lei- 
cester): To ask the Under-Secretary of 
State for the Colonies whether Natal 
natives captured as rebels are being 
sentenced and sent to work in the Kim- 
berley mines ; whether he would inform 
the House what are the terms of con- 
tract which the Natal Government has 
made with the De Beers Company in 
respect to these rebels; and whether 
His Majesty’s Government propose to 
make any representation to the Natal 
(rovernment on the subject.4 
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(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) I can 


add nothing to my previous Answers 
upon this subject except that I am con- 
fident that there is no contract in exist- 
ence of the kind suggested, and that we 
have telegraphed to ask for information 
as to the facts. 


Questions. 


Transvaal Trade Routes. 

Mr. MOLTENO (Dumfriesshire): To 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies what have been the respective 
proportions of the trade of the Transvaal, 
in tonnage, carried via the ports of the 
Cape, Natal, and Delagoa Bay, respec- 
tively, in each year since the modus 
vivend?; came into force; what was the 
proportion carried via the same ports in 
the last complete year before the war ; 
and whether he is aware that the trade of 
the ports of the Cape and Natal is lan- 
guishing, while the port of Delagoa Bay 
is stated to be so congested that the ware- 
houses are all full, and goods are being 
stored in the open. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) The hon. 
Member’s Question is understood to refer 
to commercial sea-borne traffic im- 
ported through the coast ports to the 
Transvaal. Statistics, either before the 
war or later, enabling a full Answer to be 
given aie not available, but it would ap- 
pear that this traffic during the period 
December, 1903, to May, 1905, was 
divided in the proportion of about 44 
per cent. to Delagoa Bay, 40 per cent. to 
Natal, and 16 per cent. to the Cape. I 
have no official information to the effect of 
the last part of the Question. 


Australian Tinned Meats. 

Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND: To ask 
the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether he is aware that, owing 
to the system of inspection of cattle 
before slaughter in Australia, there has 
been no complaint in reference to Aus- 
tralian tinned meats; and whether this 
will be borne in mind by the Government 
in view of the necessity which may arise 
for the purchase of tinned provisions. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) I under- 
stand that there is a very careful in- 
spection of cattle before slaughter in the 
various States of Australia and in New 
Zealand, and I am not aware that any 
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complaint has been made in regard to 
tinned meat imported from those Colonies. 
Very little, ifany, tinned meat is imported 
at present from Australia, but as regards 
the imports from New Zealand, the 
Secretary of State recently, at the request 
of the Colonial Government, drew the at- | 
tention of the various Government De- | 
partments concerned in the matter to the | 
fact that all frozen and tinned meats sent 
from that Colony are subject to minute 
inspection under stringent conditions 
carried out by duly qualified inspectors. 


Questions, 


Russian Treatment of Jews. 

Mr. STRAUS (Tower Hamlets, Mile 
End): To ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether he can give the 
House any information on the unsettled 
state of affairs in Russia ; and whether 
he could consult the French and German 
Ambassadors in reference to sending a 
joint note protesting against the treat- 
ment of the Jews in Russia on humani- 
tarian, not religious, grounds. 


(Answered by Secretary Sir Edward 
Grey.) The Answer to both Questions is 
in the negative. For reasons which have 
already been given, His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment cannot adopt the course advocated. 


Solvency of Insurance Companies. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the President 
of the Board of Trade, whether he will 
consider the advisability of establishing an 
Insurance State Department with Gov- 
ernment auditors to investigate and _ re- 
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port on the solvency of all British, 
Colon‘al, American, and foreign insurance 
companies transacting business in the 
United Kingdom. 


(dnsw red by Mr. Kearley.) As at 
present advised, I have no intention of 
introducing legis'at on of the nature sug- 
gested. Certa’n questions affecting the 
interest: of British policy-holders in 
foreign and Colonial life insurance com- 
panes transacting business in the United 
Kingdom are now being considered by a 
Committee of the House of Lords. 


Dingwall and Cromarty Light Railway. 

Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) : 
To ask the President of the Board of 
Trade if he w.il state what progress 
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has been made with the Dingwall and 
Cromarty Light Raiway ? 


(Answered by Mr. Kearl y.) J have 
aga'n communicated with both the rai'- 
way companies concerned in this matter, 
and I am informed that since the date 
of my hon. friends previous Question 
of the 29th March last,+ the working 
survey of the line has _ proceeded 
continuously. 


Blasting Accidents in the Channel Islands. 
Mr. KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr Tydvil) 
To ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether he can state 
the number of accidents due to blasting 
and other operations during the past 
five years in the Channel Islands; and 
what inquiries are instituted when such 
accidents have a fatal termination / 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
I have communicated with the Lieu- 
tenant Governors of Jersey and Guernsey, 
and have received the following informa- 
tion:—No accident due to blasting, 
either fatal or non-‘atal, is known to have 
occurred in Jersey during the past five 
years. If such an accident happened 
and had a fatal termination, proceedings 
termed “ Levée; de corps,” which corre- 
spond to a coroner's inquest, would im- 
mediately be held by the “ vicomte” 
on a warrant issued by the bailiff. In 
Guernsey and Alderney there have been, 
respectively, five and three fatal accidents 
during the same period. No official 
record is kept of blasting accidents 
which do not end fatally. In the case 
of a fatal accident, an inquest is held in 
Guernsey by the Royal Court under the 
presidency of the bailiff, in Alderney 


iby the Court of Alderney, under the 





presidency of the judge. 


Cabman’s Licence Suspension. 

Mr. STEADMAN (Finsbury, Cential): 
To ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether his attention 
has been called to the case of a cabman 
who, on the 15th of May, was arrested 
for being drunk in the Harrow Road at 
12.30 a.m., and was fined on the next 
morning 4s. o: four days, at the Maryle- 
bone Police Court, and to the fact that 


+t See (4) Debates, cliv., 1542. 
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during the hearing it came out that he 
was a cab driver, badge 16,872, and that 
his licence expired on the 14th of June, 
and that when he applied for its renewal 
he was told that it would be suspended 
for two years ; and, if so, will he say under 
what Act or regulation the Chief Com- 
missioner took this action ; and whether, 
as the man was not driving or in charge 
of a cab at the time of his arrest, he will 
take steps to see that the man’s licence 
is renewed as soon as possible. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
Yes, Sir. The driver in question is a 
man of intemperate habits. It was after 
his fifth conviction, and after repeated 
warnings, that his licence was refused 
him. It will not again be granted 
except upon proof that he has become a 
sober man. The action of the Com- 
missioner of Police was taken under the 
London Hackney Carriages Act, 1843, 
Section 8, and this exercise of his power, 
has been upheld by the High Court (see 
28 J.P. 438). I see no ground whatever 
for interfering with the Commissioner’s 
discretion, 


H.M.§, ‘ Renown.” 

Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis): To ask 
the Secretary to the Admiralty whether 
the first class battleship “‘ Renown,” which 
has for some months been without an 
important part of her fighting equipment, 
has now had her guns and ammunition 
returned to her; whether he can state 
for how long the first class battleship 
“ Ramillies ” will be in dockyard hands 
owing to the recent collision; and also 
afford similar information about the 
first class battleship ‘‘ Prince of Wales,” 
which was brought home on account of 
the breakdown of her main engines. 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 
The portion of the secondary armament 
of the ‘‘ Renown,” alluded to, is ready 
for shipment at short notice. The 
other portions of the Question cannot 
be answered, as the times of comple- 
tion have not yet been reported. 


Admiralty Clerks. 
Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON (Northumber- 
land, Tyneside): To ask the Secretary 
to the Admiralty whether, in view 
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of the fact that all of the redundant 
second division clerks now serving in 
the Admiralty have served in that de- 
partment for periods varying from nearly 
four to seven and a half years, and of 
the effect upon their position of transfer 
to other offices, he will arrange that no 
further transfer shall take place, and that 
all the clerks in question shall be absorbed 
into the establishment as opportunity 
occurs, 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 
By Clause 11 of the Order in Council, 
dated 29th November 1898, all redundant 
clerks are liable to be transferred without 
reference to their age or the amount of 
their salary. By Treasury circular, 
dated 27th August, 1896, No. 12,613, the 
seniority of a clerk of the second division 
depends on his length of service in the 
division as a whole, and not in any 
particular Department. The question 
of retaining such of the clerks as have a 
prospect of being absorbed within a 
reasonable time will be considered. 


New Mall Roadway. 
Mr. STEADMAN: To ask 
Commissioner of Works, the cause of 
the delay in opening up the roadway 
through the Mall to Charing Cross, in 
view of the inconvenience caused to 
the public generally, and more especially 
to those going Citywards. 


the First 


(Answered by Mr. Harve urt.) It was 
decided by the late Government and 
the last Parliament, that the entrance 
from the Mall to Charing Cross should be 
by archways through the new Admiralty 
block, which is in course of construction. 
Until this building is completed it will 
be impossible to open the new roadway. 


Campbeltown Mails. 

Mr. YOUNGER (Ayr Burghs) 
To ask the Postmaster-General whether 
he is aware that mails from Machrihanish 
and Southend reach Campbeltown every 
morning except Sunday about 7.15; 
that the local letters for Campbeltown 
are not delivered till three or four o’clock 
in the afternoon of the same day, and 
too late to permit of any reply by the 
outgoing mail to the places mentioned ; 
whether, as inconvenience is caused by 
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this arrangement, he can grant a morning | he ° ll state the number of telegraphists 
delivery of these letters in Campbel- | attached to the Central Telegraph Office, 
town. who are at the present time loaned to 
'the engineer-in-chief’s department for 
(Answered Inf Mr. Sydney Buzton.) | the purpose of assisting in clerical and 
I will cause inquiry to be made in regard | other work. 
to the matter, and will inform the hon. | 
Member of the result. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) 
The number of telegraphists belonging 
Enniskillen Learner’s Pay. |to the Central Telegraph Office who are 
Mr. SLOAN: To ask the Postmaster- | at present attachel to the engineer-in- 
General whether he is aware that aj chiefs department for temporary duty 
qualified male learner at Enniskillen, | 1s nineteen. 
after being in the service two and a half 
years, 1s only in receipt of six shillings 
per week, whilst another learner, with; Mr. PIKE PEASE: To ask the Pres’- 
less service, has becn placed on full pay | dent of the Board of Education, whether 
since April last; and whether he will| he can make any statement as to how 
explain the reason for this difference. | far the suggested repeal of the Education 
| Act of 1870 would affect the position of 
| diocesan inspectors 


Diocesan Education Insrectors. 


| 
| 
| 





(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buzton.) | 
I will make inquiry and communicate | 
the result to the hon. Member. | (Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Board 
of Education have no relations with 
Letter Collections. | diocesan inspectors. The latter are not 
Mr. PIKE PEASE (Darlington): To/ officials of any education authorities. 
ask the Postmaster-General whether the | It is, therefore, impossible for me to say 
Post Office letter carriers, when pro- | how the position of such persons will be 
ceeding on their rounds collecting letters | afiected, if at all, by the Education Bill, 
from the pillar boxes, are precluded by | or by the repeal of the few clauses of The 
the regulations from accepting letters | Education Act, 1870, that are afiected 
to be posted from passers by; and if | by the Bill. 
so, Whether he will consider the advisa- 
bility of altering such instructions for Poplar Schools at Hutton. 
the convenience of those of the public} Mr. PIKE PEASE: To ask the Presi- 
who do not reside in the immediate | dent of the Board of Education whether 
vicinity of a post office or a pillar box, | he can state the exact amount that has 
but near the road used by the letter) been spent on the Poplar schools at 
carrier. Hutton, Essex, to date; and whether 
|the accommodation provided is for 600 
(Answered by Mr. Sydney Burton.) | children. 
Rural postmen are allowed to collect | 
letters from the public except in the! (Answered by Mr. John Burns.) My 
immediate vicinity of a post office or a/ right hon. friend has asked me to reply 
letter box; but the circumstances in|to this Question. The total amount 
towns are not such as to admit of this | sanctioned in respect of the provision of 
facility being given. Collections in | these schools, including the cost of the 
towns have to fit closely to the des- | site, is £156,545. Iam not able to state 
patches, and to allow the public to the exact amount which has been spent 
hand letters to a postman in a town/ on them. The schools are intended to 
would be to risk delay in the correspon- aecommodate 624 children. 
dence generally. Moreover, letter boxes | 
in towns are much nearer together than | Port of London—Inspection of Tinned 


| 


in rural districts. | oods. 
. | Mr. H. H. MARKS (Kent, Thanet): 
Central Telegraph Office Staff. | To ask the President of the Local Govern- 
Mr. SEAVERNS (Lambeth, Brixton) : | ment Board whether he will consider the 
To ask the Postmaster-General whether | advisability of taking measures to give 
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effect to the opinion expressed by the 
Sanitary Committee of the Port of 
London that tinned articles of food 
should be subjected to a proper system 
of inspection before they are exported 
to the United Kingdom. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) I am 
giving consideration to the measures 
which should be taken so as to secure 
the object which the hon. Member has in 
view. 


Admiralty Clerks. 

Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON: To ask 
the Secretary to the Treasury whether, 
in view of the fact that authority has 
been given for the appointment of 151 
temporary hired accountant clerks in the 
Accountant -General’s department of 
the Admiralty, for the performance of 
duties of a permanent nature, and that 
the work has previously been performed 
by established clerks, who have passed 
competitive and medical examinations 
and hold Civil Service certificates of com- 
petency, he will state what justification 


exists for this departure from the spirit , 


of the Order in Council of the 4th June, 
1870, which established open competition 
as the general rule for admission to His 
Majesty’s Civil Service. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) As 1 
explained in my Answer given to the hon. 
Member for the North Division of 
Camberwell on the 27th March last,+ 
there are justifications of general ex- 
pediency and precedent for these ap- 
pointments, and power is given by Clause 
8 of the Order in Council in question to 
withdraw appointments from the list of 
those filled by open competition. 


Customs Inspectors. 

Mr. H. H. MARKS: To ask the Secre- 
tary to the Treasury whether he is aware 
that on the recent retirement of the 
inspector of the outdoor department of 
the Customs in London, an inspector was 
brought from Liverpool to London, 
asurveyor was moved from Glasgow to 
Liverpool, and another surveyor from 
London to Glasgow, to fill the resulting 
vacancies, entailing a cost of nearly 
£1,000; and will he explain why the 
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vacant inspectorship was not filled by a 
London man, and the resulting vacancies 
by London men who were entitled to 
promotion. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) It is 
the case that a recent vacancy of in- 
spector in London was filled by the trans- 
fer of an inspector from Liverpool, but 
that transfer was at the officer’s own 
and expense. The resulting 
vacancy of inspector having been offered 
to and refused by a London surveyor, 
was filled by the promotion of a first- 
class surveyor at Glasgow, and a second- 
class surveyor in London was promoted 
to the first-class surveyorship at Glasgow. 
The cost to the Crown of these two 
removals is not likely to exceed £100. 
Vacancies of inspector are filled by the 
promotion of the most suitable officer 
from among the general body, irrespective 
of the particular port at which he may 
be stationed. 


Denatured Alcohol. 

Mr. MOND (Chester): To ask Mr. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer whether his 
attention has been called to the fact that 
a Bill allowing the use of denatured 
alcohol, free from revenue tax, in the 
arts and manufactures was recently 
passed by the House of Representatives 
and the Senate House of the United 
States of America; and whether he will 
take steps to expedite the passing of the 
Bill introduced by him on this subject. 


(Answered by Mr. Asquith.) My atten- 
tion has been called to the United States 
legislation referred to. I recognise the 
desirability of making the changes in the 
law of the United Kingdom, which are 
proposed in the Revenue Bill, as soon as 
possible, and I will do what I can to 
secure the passing of the Bill this year. 


Jute Cultivation in Bengal. 

Mr. MOND: ‘To ask the Secretary of 
State for India whether his attention 
has been called to the increase in the 
price of jute, owing to the shortage in 
supply, whereby the price of bags and 
other products made from jute has been 
very seriously affected to the detriment 


_of trade in this country ; and whether, in 
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view of these circumstances, the Govern- ; 1906, whether he can state the names 


ment will take steps to encourage a 
greater cultivation of jute. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Morley.) 
I understand that the shortage is due to 
a great and rapid increase of demand, as 
the area under jute and the yield have 
steadily increased. In the districts of 
Kastern Bengal in which the plant is 
grown its cultivation has extended to 
soils not altogether suitable for it. The 
improvement of the crop and the intro- 
duction of the plant into other parts of 
India are engaging the careful attention 
of the Government of India and of local 
governments, and experiments are in 
progress. An experienced agricultural 
chemist has been added as a jute special- 
ist to the staff of the Agricultural Depart- 
ment of Bengal, and action has been 
taken on his recommendation that culti- 
vation should be tried in the Godaveri 
delta, in the Madras Presidency, and in 
other similar tracts. 


Bengal and Bombay Civil Service Pension 
Funds. 

Mr. HART-DAVIES (Hackney, N.): 
To ask the Secretary of State for India 
what were the amounts of the funds 
trausferred to Government when the 
administration of the Bengal and Bom- 
bay Civil Service Provident and Pension 
Funds was taken over by the Govern- 
ment ; and whether a separate account 
has since been kept of the receipts and 
disbursements of those funds, or whether 
they have been merged in the genera) 
finances of the Indian Government. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Morley.) 


The balance of the Bengal and Bombay | 


Funds, at the time of their transfer to the 
Government xmounted (at 2s. a rupee) 
to £1,908,469 and £815,345 respectively. 
The receipts and disbursements of the 
funds since the transfer have been merged 
in the general finances of the Government 
of India. 


Owen Wynne Estate, County Sligo. 


Mr. P. A. MCHUGH : To ask the Chief 


Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of 
Treland, in regard to the Owen Wynne 
Estate, county Sligo, of which the sale 


was completed on the 8th February, | 


and addresses of the tenants whose hold- 


/ings were excluded from the estate for 


sale; how many holdings were excluded 
on the ground that they would not afford 
security for the advances applied for; 
were all the holdings, for which advances 
were made, inspected ; can he state in 
terms of years purchase the average 
price paid for non-judicial, first term, 
and second term, rents on the estate sold : 
whether the Kstates Commissioners have 
considered the confusion likely to result 
from the exclusion of isolated holdings 
from the estates within which they are 
situate, and their subsequent inclusion 
in estates from which they are separated 
and whether, in regard to the estates sold, 
any public notice was given locally of 
the holdings excluded. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissoners inform me that the hold- 
ings of fourteen tenants were excluded 
from the sale of this estate. I am for- 
warding to the hon. Member the names 
and addresses of these tenants. In eight 
of the cases the advances were refused 
on the ground of insufficient security, In 
cases outside the zones the holdings were 
inspected, but there was no inspection 
in cases within the zones. The average 
number of years purchase of the rents 
was: in the case of non-judicial rents, 
24-1; first term rents, 22°8; second 
term rents, 26°6; The Commissioners 
do not consider that the exclusion of 
holdings from the estate in which they 
are situate and their subsequent inclusion 
in other estates causes any serious cone 
fusion. No public notice as to the ex- 
cluded holdings was given, but notice 
was given to the tenants concerned. 


Imperial Taxation in Ireland. 
Mr. FIELD: To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether he can state the number of the 


; population in Ireland in 1851, and the 


amount of Imperial taxation levied in 
that year; whether he can state the 
estimated number of the population, 
deducting the number of emigrants since 
the last census and adding on the births 
to the 3lst May, 1906 ; and also state the 
amount of Imperial taxation to be levied 
in Ireland for the year 1906-7, 
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(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) According | 
to the census of 1851, the population of | 
Ireland in that year was 6,574,278. I) 
have been unable to ascertain the amount | 
of the Imperial taxation levied in Ireland | 
in 1851, but the amount for 1849, the 
nearest year for which figures are avail- 
able, was £4,563,512. Present estimates | 
of population are made quarterly, and the ! 
estimated population on the 31st March, | 
1906, was 4,397,720. The estimated | 
amount of Imperial taxation to he levied | | 
in 1906-7 is £8,339,000. 


Ardrum Evicted Tenant. 

Mr. SHEEHAN (Cork County, Mid.) : | 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- | 
Lieutenant of Ireland, whether the Estates | 
Commissioners have received a statement | 
of claim for re-instatement from Patrick | 
Mullane, an evicted tenant on the} 
Colthurst Estat2, at Ardrum, Inniscarra, | 
county Cork; is the evicted farm at) 
present occupied by a planter named 
John Buttimer ; has he been approached | 
with a view to giving up possession to the 
evicted tenant ; have any negotiations 
taken place for the sale of this estate ; 
and what steps will be taken in regard to | 
Mullane’s claim for re-instatement. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissioners have received from | 
atrick Mullane an application for re- | 
instatement, and the matter has been | 
referred to an inspector for inquiry. 
Pending the receipt of the inspector’s 
report the Commissioners have no in- | 
formation as to the facts of the case. | 
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(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Com- 
missioners of National Education inform 
me that, so far as can be ascertained from 
| their records, the number of teachers 
trained in Irish elementary training 
colleges who have left Ireland for Great 


(Questions. 


| Britain from the beginning of 1900 to the 
| end 


of 1905 is 242. The numbers 
trained in the different training colleges 
were :—Marlborough Street, 118; St. 


| Patrick’s, Drumconda, 18; Our Lady of 
Mercy, Baggot Street, and Blackrock, 


De la Salle, 
St. Mary’s, Belfast, 16 ; 
Limerick ; 17. The 
records do not, however, purport to 
account for all cases, particularly as some 
teachers who were trained in Ireland 
and who went to Great Britain directly 
after their training, have not yet furnished 
returns of their destinations, and in such 


The 


Commissioners have not sufficient data 


15; Church of Ireland, 29; 
Waterford, 2 


| to enable them to assign a definite cause 


for the departure of those teachers. The 
total amount expended on the training 


| of the teachers referred to was about 


£20,009, including diploma bonuses. It 
is not possible to say to what extent the 


/sum so expended is lost to elementary 


education in Treland, for not only have 


' most of these teachers given service after 


their training and before leaving for 
Great Britain in Irish national schools, 
but many Trish trained teachers, after 
spending some time in Great Britain, 


| have returned to Ireland and resume | 


service as national teachers. During the 
year 1905, twenty-two teachers who hv 


| gone to schools in Great Britain returne| 


Irish Teachers. 

CapraIn DONELAN (Cork, E.): Toask | 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he can state the number 
of teachers trained in Irish elementary 
training colleges who have left Treland | 
for Great Britain from the beginning | 
of 1900 to the end of 1905, together with | 
the names of the colleges in which weed 
were trained (indicating the numbe 
trained in each college) ; ‘whether he can | 
assign any reason for the departure of 
those teachers from Ireland ; and whether 
he can also state the tot “i amount ex- 
pended on the training of those teachers, 
and say whether the sum so expended | 
| 

| 





has been lost to elementary education in 
Treland. 
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to Ireland and are again teaching in 
national schools. 


Killaloe Petty Sessions Clerk. 

Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND: To as‘ 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether, in view of the fact 
that he was elected to the position by the 
majority of the magistrates, the Local 
Government Board will sanction the 
appointment of Mr. M‘Keogh as petty 
sessions clerk of Killaloe. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) It has been 
ascertained that Mr. M‘Keogh did mt 
receive a majority of valid votes o! the 
magistrates and the Lord-Lieutenant has 
therefore been unable to approve of the 


Y 
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election. It will be necessary to hold a 
fresh election 


Belfast Police Inquiry—Head Constable 
Farrell. 


Mr. SLOAN: To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether he is aware that Constable 
Shankey, of Leopold Street Barrack, 
Belfast, made and signed a statement re- 
garding the charges then pending against 
Head Constable Farrell, and subsequently 
at the police inquiry, held in connection 
with these charges, contradicted his 
former statement; and if, under these 
circumstances, he will explain why Con- 
stable Shankey was allowed to remain in 
Belfast ; and whether Constable Bradley 
acted similarly in connection with this 
case, and, if not, why was he transferred. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Inspec- 
tor-General informs me that the sworn 
evidence given by Constable Shankey 
was in complete accord with his prior 
written statement of the main point at 
issue, though there was some variation 
in regard to details. The Inspector- 
General saw no reason for ordering the 
constable’s removal from Belfast. Con- 
stable Bradley did not act similarly ; 
the reasons for this constable’s removal 
were stated in my reply to a Question 
put by the hon. Member for South Down 
on lst May,t to which I beg to refer the 
hon. Member. 


Housing of Working Classes—Boyle Com- 
missioners’ Resolution. 

Mr. JAMES O’KELLY: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland if his attention has been drawn 
to a resolution passed by the Boyle Town 
Cominissioners to the effect that, having 
built houses and added plots of land for 
workers, under the Housing of the Work- 
ing Classes Acts, they are anxious to sell 


the same to the occupiers, who have paid | 


their rents punctually for five years, on 
the lines propozed by the Govern- 
ment in the new Labourers’ Bill, and 
asking the Government to so amend the 
Bill as to apply this provision to houses 
and plots provided under the Housing of 
the Working Classes Acts in small towns, 
and thus give the workers a freehold in 
their own land, and liberate funds for 
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further building operations in relief of this 
class in the Irish towns; and whether 
he proposes to take any action in con- 
nection with the matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) 1 beg to 
refer to my Answers to Questions on this 
subject put by the hon. Members for East 
Clare and West Kerry on Tuesday and 
Thursday last,t which have probably 
escaped the hon. Member’s notice. 


Irish Taxation. 

Mr. MURPHY: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord - Lieutenant of 
Ireland why the Department of Agricul- 
ture and Technical Instruction presented 
the Return of local contributions out of 
the rates to Parliament, without stating 
the total amount of such contributions for 
the entire country as well as setting them 
out in detail; whether he can give the 
total of such contributions for the years 
dealt with, and also state the amount of 
all the grants received from other sources 
by the Department for each of the years 
mentioned, and the full total of all 
moneys received by the Department 
from all sources since its establishment. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Return 
in question gives the particulars required 
by the Order of the House. The totals 
for each county were not demanded, but 
they may be readily ascertained from the 


heturn. The totals of the figures given 
in detail in the Return are as follows :— 
Year. Amount. 
£ os. d 
1900-1 - - 9,642 12 § 
1901-2 - - - 41,201 2 2 
1902-3 - - - 45,755 19 8 
1903-4 —s- - - 49,822 13 7 
1904-5 - - - 53,259 7 10 


- 53,057 12 11 


—\An te 


1905-6 : 





Gross totai for the six 
years - £252,739 8 10 


These sums are not grants received by 
the Department, but are the amounts 
levied by the local authorities from the 
rates, and expended locally in carrying 
out the approved schemes under The 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction 
(Ireland) Act, 1899, which are also sub- 
sidised by the Department. In reply 


+ See Columns 46, 47° 374-5. 
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to the concluding inquiry, I beg to refer | the Government in the interest of the 
the hon. Member to the Appropriation | shareholders. 

Accounts annually laid before Parlia- | 

ment, which contain statements of all | Political Pensions. 


moneys received by the Department; g,, HOWARD VINCENT (Sheffield, 
each year. | Central): To ask the Prime Minister 
; if the Government has any objection to 
Italian International Congress. the Bill for the abolition of The Political 
Mr. FIELD: To ask the First Lord | Pensions Act, 1869. 

of the Treasury whether the Government 
will make inquiries as to the advisability | (Answered by Sir H. Campbell- 
of sending delegates to assist at the | Bannerman.) My attention has only been 
Italian International Congress, with a/| directed to this Bill by the hon. and 
view to co-operate with other nations in| gallant Member’s Question, and I have 
an international endeavour to prevent | not had an opportunity of consulting my 
gambling in futures, options, foodstuffs, | colleagues. It would assist them in 
cotton. shares, and warrants. /coming to a conclusion if the hon. and 
_ gallant Gentleman would tell me whether 


(Answered by Sir H. Campbell-Banner- | the intention of the Bill is merely to stop 
man.) I have nothing to add to the | the issue of fresh pensions, or at the 
Answer which I gave to the hon. Same time to cancel those already 





Member on 3rd April. + | granted. 


iin Tee §8€§6|| CURgTIONS IN THR moUNy 
Mr. FIELD: To ask the First Lord | alt re 
of the Treasury whether, in view of the | ; : 
fact that the depreciation in South | Naval Officers’ Eyesight. 
African mining and other shares, amount-| Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis): I beg 
ing in 1905-6 to over £100,000,000, has | to ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
been due to an organised bear raid on| whether, with a view to the safety of His 
the London, Paris, and Johannesburg | Majesty’s ships and their crews, the 
Stock Exchanges, and that according to | Admiralty hold the Commander-in-Chief 
the South African preferences the mining | Of a station responsible that cases of 
magnates are endeavouring to explain | defective vision on the part of officers 
this state of affairs by laying the blame Commanding ships are reported to the 
for the collapse on the conduct of the | Admiralty ; and whether the officer com- 
Imperial Government ; and, in considera- | ™anding a ship is in a similar manner 
tion of the effect of such losses on the held responsible in the case of his 
economic position of South Africa and the | ficers. 
values of funds and other securities, and 
of the fact that a syndicate has been| (‘THE SECRETARY to Tue ADMIR- 
formed in order to protect the diamond | ALTY (Mr. EpMunD Rosertson, Dun- 
mine shares against similar bear raids, | dee) : It 1S naturally the duty _of 
His Majesty’s Government intend to take Commanders-in-Chief and Commanding 
any measures to stop a continuance of Officers of ships to report any circum- 
these systems of bull and bear financial | Stances affecting the capacity of an officer 
gambling operations in fictitious shares, to perform the duties for which he is 
with the object of protecting the interests | responsible, but it has not been con- 
of bona fide shareholders. sidered necessary to specify any particu- 
lar defect as calling for a special report. 


(Answered by Sir H.  ampbell-’ we BELLAIRS : Have the Admiralty 


rns _ 1 have no Ragan ny st received any report at all with reference 
is Question, but, assuming the facts | 4) HOMS. «M ontagu 1” 


to be as stated, I am doubtful if any 
effectual measure could be adopted by Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON asked 


+ See (4) Debates, elv., 339. for notice of the Question. 
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Army Rations—Preserved Foods. 

Mr. LEA (St. Pancras, E.): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for .War 
whether, in view of the fact that boards 
of guardians all over the country are 
declining to issae tinned meat to in- 
mates of our workhouses, he will recon- 
sider his refusal to forbid any further 
issue of preserved food as Army rations 
to our soldiers in time of peace. 


Tue FINANCIAL SECRETARY To | 


THE WAR OFFICE (Mr. BucHANAN, 


Perthshire, E.): Orders have been given | 


to withhold all issues of American brands 
of preserved meat until the officer dis- 


patched to America to inquire into their | 


character has reported. 


Mr. LEA: I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for War whether he will permit 
tins of the preserved food issued to our 
soldiers from the store in reserve for war 
purposes, and which are several years 
old, to be placed in the tea-room of the 
House of Commons, and allow these tins 
to be opened so that hon. Members can 
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' head at sham fights, with danger to 
onlookers at royal and other reviews; 
| and whether he wiil consider the advisa- 
bility of a return to the short blank 
ammunition under these circumstances, 


Mr. BUCHANAN : No details of this 
accident have as yet heen received at the 
War Office from the General Ofticer 

~Commanding-in-Chief, Aldershot. It has 
been decided that for mancuvres and 
field training short blank ammunition 
only will be used, the long blank being 
reserved for inst: uct‘onal purposes. 


*Sin ROBERT HOBART: May I ask 

whether the hon. Gentleman is aware 
(that the possibility of stray bullets cn 
field days has made such an impression 
on the troops that officers have now 
less trouble in instructing their men in 
the art of taking cover ? 


Mr. BUCHANAN: It is with a view 
to obviate these and other disadvantages 
which have arisen that this general order 
has been issued. 


see the character of the food that has | 


been issued to the Army. 


Mr. BUCHANAN: As [have already 
informed the hon. Member, the issue of 
American preserved meat is suspended 


pending the report of our officer, and, 


the Secretary of State thinks it would 
not be desirable to have the exhibition of 


tins in the tea-room suggested by the | 


hon. Member. 


Mr. LEA: I beg to ask the Seerctary 
of State for War whether any non-com- 
missioned officers or men have been 
punished during the last three montlis for 
refusing to eat tinned meat served out as 
rations by the military authorities ? 


Mr. BUCHANAN: I am not aware 


of any such case. 


Dangerous Ammunition. 


*Sir ROBERT HOBART (Hampshire, | 


New Forest) : I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for War whether he has received 


any report of an accident which occurred | 


a few days ago at Pirbright to a young 
officer, who was shot through the stomach ; 
whether, owing to the similarity of the 
long blank ammunition and the service 
ammunition, he has received reports that 
bullets have been frequently heard over- 


British Officers for the Indian Native 
Army. 

*Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
War whether, in view ot the evidence 
Lord Roberts gave before the South 
African War Commission, any action has 
been taken or is contemplated in order 
to the provision of a sufficient number of 
British ofticers for native regiments in 
the Indian Army in time of war, 


Mr. BUCHANAN: An Inter-Depart 
;mental Committee which assembled in 
| April last to inquire int» the sources of 
supply of officers for the Indian Amy 
has quite recently issued its Report. ‘This 
Report is now being considered. 


Payment of Soldiers in the Field. 

Caprain CRAIG (Down, E.): I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether advantage has been taken of 
experience gained during the late South 
African campaign to devise a scheme 
for the payment of men in the field, 
which will relieve captains of companies 
from much of the clerical work attendant 
thereupon, and thus insure that com- 
_batant officers will be more free to attend 
' to their executive duties, 
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Mr. BUCHANAN: Yes, Sir. A scheme 


Questions. 


to this effect has been devised. 
based on the experience gained during 
the South African campaign. 


Army Meat and Foreign Contracts. 

Mr. McVEIGH (Donegal, EF.) : I beg to 
as the Secretary of State for War whether 
his attention has been called to a resolu- 
tion, passed on June 11th by the county 


council of Donegal, protesting against | 


the change made in the Army meat | 
tender which permits contractors to | 
sipply foreign meit killed at the port | 


{25 JUN 
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Natal Court-Martial. 
Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD 


(Leicester) : I beg to ask the Under-Secre- 
| tiry of State for the Colonies whether he 
can now state if the report of the proceed- 
ings of the court-martial which sentenced 
twelve Natal natives to death is to be 
laid upon the Table of the House ; and 
whether he can state how many courts- 
martial are now sitting in Natal, and 
how many persons are awaiting trial by 
them. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Secretary 


of disembarkation instead of home-reared | of State has received the following tele- 





meat, Which was guaranteed to be used 
hy the late Government some years ago ; 


wvl will he say whether the Army horses | 


a’e mainly fed on foreign oats, straw, 


wud hay, and, if so, will he reconsider | 


his decision in the interest of the agri- 
cilturist, ratepayers, taxpayers, labourers, 
zud employers of the three kingdoms. 


Mr. BUCHANAN: My attention has 
hoon drawn to this resolution. There is 
no doubt that considerable quantit‘es 


of foreign oats and straw are supplied | 
ty» the Army under contracts, but in | 


the case of oats it would be very difficult 
to obtain sufficient home grown supplies 
at reasonable prices. The proposal to 
limit the supply of forage to British 
preduce would involve an extra expense 


to the State which I am not prepared | 


to recommend. 


South African War—Issues of Firearms 
to Natives. 

Mr. BELLOC (Salford, S.): I beg 
to ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies what was the total number 
of firearms issued to natives in the 
course of the South African War ; and 
what was the total number of firearms 
so issued which have, since the peace, 
been accounted for as returned. 


THE UNDER-SECRETARY © or 
STATE ror tHe COLONIES (Mr. 
Cuurcuitt, Manchester, N.W.): The 


Secretary of State has made inquiry of | 


the War Oftice upon this question, but 
the records kept by that Department 
during the Boer War do not appear to 
have been so extensive and precise upon 
this subject as upon other matters, and 
Lord Elgin has not been able to procure 


the information which the hon. Member 


desires, 


| gram from His Excellency the Governor 
| of Natal. Begins, “I have received follow- 
ing minute from Ministers :—-Begins. In 
consequence of request from Ministers, 
Press in Natal have, in view of disturbed 
con lition of native mind, refrained from 
publishing evidence in martial law cases, 
and Ministers would deprecate publica- 
tion in England as serving no useful 
purpose. Ministers, however, have no 
wish to conceal any of the proceedings, 
‘and rather than any such charge should 
he made against them they would be 
prepared to agree to publication if His 
Majesty’s Government still consider it 
necessary.” In these circumstances, His 
Majesty’s Government do not, as at 
| present advised, propose to publish the 
evidence in question; but I should be 
prepared to give my hon. friend access to 
it if he so desires. The Secretary of 
‘State is not able to state how many 

courts-martial are now sitting in Natal 

and how many persons are awaiting trial ; 
| but he will inquire. 


Mr. MYER (Lambeth, N.): May I 
ask whether there is or was any evidence ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Yes, Sir. The 
‘evidence is extensive and voluminous, 
‘and from what I have seen I am of 
‘opinion that it shows the careful and 
‘thorough manner in which the trial was 


conducted. 


The “Standard and Diggers News.” 
*Mr. SCOTT (Ashton-under-Lyne): I 
| beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
‘for the Colonies whether he is aware 
that the premises, plant, and materials of 
| Messrs. Mendelssohn and Bruce, late 
| proprietors of the Stundard and Diggers 
| Vews, of Johannesburg, were, during the 
|South African War, taken possession of 
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by the British military authorities, and 
used by these authorities for their own 
purposes for a period of twenty months ; 
that the accounts of the business during 
this period, as vouched for by the 
Auditor-General at Pre‘oria, and subse- 
quently audited by Messrs. Turquand, 
Young, and Co., of London, show a 
profit of £24,855 15s. 4d.; that the late 
Colonial Secretary, in a letter dated 
March, 1905, stated that Messrs. Mendel- 
ssohn and Bruce were entitled to receive 
a refund of the profits actually made by 
the military authorities out of the 
business carried on in the firms’ premises, 
and through the use of their plant and 
materials ; and will he explain why His 
Majesty’s Government have now offered 
Messrs. Mendelssohn and Bruce the sum 
of £2,500 conditionally upon receiving 
from them a receipt in full discharge of 
all liability. 


Questions. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: There were two 
premises of Messrs. Mendelssohn and 
Bruce used for nineteen and sixteen 
months respectively ; the account quoted 
is subject to certain adjustments, and it is 
not admitted that the profits shown can 
be finally treated as actual profits. It is 
the fact that Mr. Lyttelton acqainted 
Messrs. Mendelssohn and Bruce in March, 
1905, that he considered that they were 
entitled to the profits made, but they 
were subsequently informed by Mr. 
Lyttelton through Sir John Puleston, who 
had interested himself in the case, that 
Lord Selborne had very carefully gone 
into the matter and had come to the 
conclusion that the proper course was to 
pay a reasonable rental for their premises 
as had been done in certain other cases. 
Messrs. Mendelssohn and Bruce them- 
selves made their original claim, which 
was for £9,525, on the basis of rent and 
not of profits. The offer of £2,500 has 
been. made as the result of a careful 
investigation by an independent expert 
as to what would be a fair and reasonable 
payment in respect of the use of the 
company’s premises and plant by the 
Transvaal authorities. It is admitted 
that at first there was some confusion in 
dealing with the matter locally, and that 
regrettable delay has arisen thereby. 


*Mr. SCOTT: Do I understand that 
£2,500 was offéred to cover rent and the 
uso of plant Valudd ab £20,000} One of 
these prémists lét at £300 4 month. 


{COMMONS} 
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Questions. 


Mr. CHURCHILL said the premises 
were not let at £300 a month during the 
first month of the military occupation, 
nor could the profits of a newspaper con- 
ducted by the military authorities be 
balanced against the profits which might 
be made by a commercial company con- 
ducting a newspaper not during a period 
of war. 


Mr. PAUL (Northampton) asked 
whether Messrs. Mendelssohn and Bruce 
had refused an offer of £80,000 for the 
Standard and Diggers News from the mine- 
owners on the Rand, who wanted to use 
it for their own purposes. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: A great many 
people lost a great deal of money in the 
South African War. 


In reply to Mr. LEHMANN (Leicestwr- 
shire, Market Harborough)— 


Mr. CHURCHILL said it was true 
that the late Secretary of State considered 
that a fair basis would be the basis of 
profits ; but on further consideration he 
came to the conclusion it would not be 
a fair basis. 


The Repatriation Proclamation. 

Mr. MACKARNESS (Berkshire, 
Newbury): I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether instructions were given by the 
Secretary of State to the Governor of the 
Transvaal to issue to the Chinese in the 
Rand the Repatriation Proclamation which 
was read to the House of Commons; 
and, if so, whether those instructions 
were complied with. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Secretary of 
State has received the following telegram 
from Lord Selborne :—‘“ 23rd June A. 
Matter most urgent. Your telegram of 
22nd June No. 1. The terms of His 
Majesty’s Government’s offer were first 
formulated in English. They were thet 
translated into Chinese. Owing to differ- 
ence between the genius of the two 
languages, thé Chinese text was then 
translated back into English in order that 
the ipsissima verba of what the coolies 
would, have placed before them should be 
subthitted to you. This text was cabled 
in my telegram A 28th April. Words 
at the end usually rendered in English 
‘tromblingly obey ’ constitute stereotyped 
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formula attached to every single official 


Questions. 


proclamation issued in China. It is as 
much part of the literature of Chinese 
proclamation as the Royal Arms are part 
of an official proclamation in England, and 
was therefore no more telegraphed to 
His Majesty’s Government than were 
the dates in two styles or the official title 
of the issuer. This is Superintendent of 
Foreign Labour’s explanation to me of 
the words ‘tremblingly obey’ as I 
personally did not know that they were 
in the proclamation. So much were 
they a matter of course to a diplomatist 
of twenty years experience in China that 
he never even thought of mentioning 
them to me. I have the most profound 
confidence in the loyalty of Superintend- 
ent of Foreign Labour.” 


Mr. MACKARNESS: Do the words 
“tremblingly obey ” still form part of the 
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proclamation ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: We are con-| 
sidering the desirability of making 
alterations and amendments in the | 
proclamation. | 

Sir H. COTTON (Nottingham, EF.) | 
asked whether the words “tremblingly | 
obey ” were only used in China in prohibi- | 


638 


Mr. CLEMENT EDWARDS (Denbigh 
District) : I beg to ask the Under-Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies whether 
the original Chinese Repatriation Procla- 
mation was drawn by the Transvaal 
Chamber of Mines, or one of its officials 
or members; whether it was submitted 
to the Secretary of State, before being 
issued, and approved by him; and 
whether, when issued, it was posted in 
the compounds accompanied by the 
English version read by the Under- 
Secretary of State to the House of 
Commons, and by whom was the transla- 
tion made. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: With regard to 
the first part of the hon. Member's Ques- 
tion, the Secretary of State is informed 
that the proclamation was drafted by the 
Superintendent of Foreign Labour. The 
Answer to the second part of the Question 
is in the affirmative, and to the third, that 
he has no reason to suppose that the 
Chinese version of the proclamation was 
accompanied by the English version, 
which would have been unintelligible to 
those to whom it was addressed. The 
Superintendent of Foreign Labour made 
the translation. 


Mr. DALZIEL (Kirkealdy Burghs) 


Questions. 


tive proclamations, and not in procla- | asked if an independent translation would 


mations purporting to make concessions. | 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The hon. Mem- | 


be made. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I have already 


ber speaks with immense and exceptional Said we are considering the issue of an 


authority on these questions, and I think 
it is quite possible that what he says is 
correct. Speaking for myself, I should | 


| amended proclamation. 


Mr. MYER asked who was referred to 


lag 6 ” 
say that no commands should be/|@S © We- 


addressed to law-abiding citizens which | 
they cannot obey without trepidation. | 

Mr. GOOCH (Bath): I beg to ask the | 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies | 
if he has ascertained whether the transla- | 


Mr. CHURCHILL: When the word 


“we” is used in answer to Questions it 


means His Majesty’s Government. 


Ceylon Pearl Fisheries. 





tion which has recently appeared of the) *Str J. JARDINE (Roxburghshire) : I 
Repatriation Proclamation is a correct | beg toask the Under-Secretary of State 
translation of the proclamation as it was | for the Colonies on what principle of 
posted in the compounds ; and, if so, why | calculation the annual rent of the Ceylon 
a different version was read to the House | Government Pearl Fisheries was fixed in 
of Commons. ithe lease negotiated with the Ceylon 
'Company of Pearl Fishers at £20,666, 

Mr. CHURCHILL: The Foreign Office when the net profit of the year 1905 
translator has now reported that the | accruing to the Ceylon Government was 
version of the proclamation given in Lord | £150,000 ; whether, before the amount of 
Selborne’s telegram of April 28th is a/ annual rent was agreed upon with the 
more accurate tratislatioti than that which | Gulf Syndicate or the Ceylon Company 
appeared in the Manchester Guardian. ,of Pearl Fishers, the opinions of either 
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Professor Herdmann or Mr. Hornell was 
asked or taken about the adequacy of this 
rent ; whether Professor Herdmann was 
employed under Sir J. W. Ridgeway, 
when Governor of Ceylon, as an expert 
and scientific adviser on the improvement 
of these fisheries; and whether either 
Professor Herdmann or the colonial 
marine biologist, Mr. Hornell, sent him 
reports in regard to the improvement of 
the fisheries and the probable profits of 
future years, 


Questions. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: As_ the hon. 
Member will find stated on pages 


12, 19, and 39 of Cd. 2906, the rental | 
was fixed roughly at the average annual | 


net profits to Government of the 
twenty years ended 1905 inclusive. | 
am not aware that either Professor 
Herdmann or Mr. Hornell was consulted 
as to the adequacy of this rent, but 
Professor Herdmann was quoted in the 
Debates in the Ceylon Legislative Council 
28 having stated that he did not consider 
that the company could make their 
bargain a paying concern. Professor 
Herdmann was engaged by the Ceylon 
Government during Sir W. Ridgeway’s 
tenure of office to investigate and report 
on the fisheries. He reached Ceylon in 
January, 1902, and left in April of the 
same year. Before Sir W. Ridgeway 
ceased to be Governor Professor Herd- 
mann furnished some preliminary reports 
on the mea ures which he recommended 
with a view to the improvement of the 
fi-heries, and he is now completing the 
fifth part of his detailed scientific report 
to the Government of Ceylon, four parts 
of which have already been published. 
Professor Herdmann’s recommendations 
for the improvement of the fishery were 
printed in 1904 as a Sessional Paper for 
the Legis'ative Council of Ceylon, and I 
am not aware of any reports either by 
him or by Mr. Hornell other than those 
which have been made to the Ceylon 
Government. As Sir J. West Ridgeway’s 
name has been mentioned several times 
in this connection, and he is himself 
absent from this country on duty, I think 
it right to add that a careful study of the 
Papers on the Question convinces me that 
he acted throughout in good faith and 
with integrity. 


Mr. DALZIEL inquired whether, 
having regard to the discussions 
which have taken place in respect to 
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this matter, the Government did not 


Questions. 


think that it would be advisable to 
issue a notice to Governors of Colonies 
suggesting the inadvisability of their 
becoming directors of companies trading 
in the Colonies even when their term of 
office has expired. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I will represent 
the view which the hon. Member has put 
forward to the Secretary of State. 


*Sir J. JARDINE: Is not the effect of 
the expert reports that the annual profits 
since these improvements will be more 
uniform and far larger in future years ! 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I have not a 
doubt that they will prove much more 
profitable in the future than they are to- 
day. 





| Flogging of Chinese Coolies at the Cresus 
Mine. 

Mr. MACKARNESS: I beg to ask 
the Under Seerctary of State for the 
Colonies whether Lord Selborne’s long- 
continued efforts to obtain sufficient. evi- 
dence for the prosecution of Withaner, the 
compound manager of the Croesus Mine, 
who in March last admitted to the Super- 
intendent of Foreign Labour, in the 
presence of witnesses, that he had flogged 
Chinese coolies in the mine, have yet been 
attended with success; and, if not, 
whether he can say what additional 
evidence, besides an admission of guilt by 
the accused, corroborated by other oral 
testimony, is required by the law of the 
Transvaal to insure conviction for a 
criminal offence in the courts of that 
colony. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Secretary of 
State has not yet been informed whether 
a prosecution has been undertaken, but he 
has addressed a further inquiry to Lord 
‘Selborne on the subject. I cannot tell 
/what degree and character of evidence 
are necessary to establish certainty of 
| guilt under the law of the Transvaal. 
| Each case has no doubt to be considered 
| upon its merits rather than in obe lience 
| to any rigid rule. 





| In reply to a further Question, 

| Mr. CHURCHILL said the Secretary 

| of State would not interfere with the dis- 

| cretion of the authorities in South Africa 
in this matter. 
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Importation of Chinese Coolies into the 
ransvaal. 


Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON (Northum- 
berland, Tyneside): I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
for which mines in the Transvaal the 
1,859 Chinese, who arrived in South 
Africa on board the steamship “ Indra- 
yelli” on May 13th, were imported ; for 
which mines the 2,000 Chinese, who 
arrived on May 28th by the steamship 
“Cranley ” were imported ; and whether 
any steps were taken by the Government 
of the ‘Transvaal before they were 
admitted into the Colony to ascertain 
whether they were not criminals or 
otherwise undesirables. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Secretary of 
State does not know the particular mines 
for which these labourers were imported. 
The Government of the Transvaal has no 
means of enquiring into the antecedents 
of coolies arriving in the Colony. This 
can only be done in China but, as 
employers now realise that dangerous 
characters will be repatriated at their 
expense, there is every inducement to 
the labour agency they employ for 
recruiting not to ship coolies of this 
class. 


Dr. Chiveiback’s Claim. 

Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON: I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies whether he his aware that 
the claim of Dr. Chiveiback, formerly Red 
Cross medical officer with the Boer forces 
inthe South African War, for compensa- 
tion in respect of money and property 
taken from him by British military 
authorities, has neither been satisfied nor 
shown to have been ill-founded; and 
whether, seeing that the Central Judicial 
Commission has ceased to sit, the Colonial 
Office will take steps to have this claim 
freshly adjudicated upon. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: On the evidence 
before them, the Central Judical Com- 
mission felt bound to disallow the claim, 
and the funds provided for such claims 
have been fully distributed. In so far 
as there was subsequent corroborative 
evidence of cash to that amount having 
been taken from Dr. Chiveiback, a sum 
of £90 has been paid to him by the War 
Uttice in the special circumstances. As 
at present advised, the Secretary of State 
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| claim for war losses can be judged anew, 


as it would be liable to be quoted as a 
precedent for re-opening other claims 
and would involve the provision of 
further funds by Parliament. This His 
Majesty’s Government do not feel able 
at this time to recommend to the House. 


Boer Migration. 

Sirk J. DICKSON-POYNDER (Wilt- 
shire, Chippenham): I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonie: 
whether he can state how many Boers 
have emigrated to Argentina or other 
countries over sea since the termination of 
the war; how many have gone to Ger- 
man East Africa; and whether, or to 
what extent, this emigration is still going 
on. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: We have no 
accurate information as regards Argen- 
tina, and no information at all as regards 
other countries, but it is estimated that 
not more than 300 have gone to Argen- 
tina. I may add that twenty Boer families 
have recently migrated from German 
territory and have applied for land in the 
British East Africa Protectorate. They 
have thus voluntarily returned to British 
rule after having traversed the African 
continent to escape from it. 


Jewish Colonisation. 

Sin W. EVANS GORDON (Tower 
Hamlets, Stepney): I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether, in view of the renewed outrages 
upon the Jews in Russia, any steps can 
be taken to give effect to the colonisation 
scheme of the Jewish Territorial Society. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Society are 
in communication with the Secretary of 
State on the subject, but no practical 
scheme has yet been submitted. 


The Gilbert and Ellice Islands. 

Mr. LLEWELLYN WILLIAMS 
(Carmarthen District) : I beg to ask the 
Under Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether the Government have yet 


received the Report of the High Com- 


missioner for the Western Pacific, which 
was due last October, as to the complaints 
against the Resident Commissioner of the 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands; and, if so, 
whether they are prepared to lay it upon 


does not consider that Dr. Chiveiback’s | the Table of the House. 
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Mr. CHURCHILL: The Secretary of 
State has only just received a Report by 
the High Commissioner for the Western 
Pacific on the Gilbert and Ellice Islands, 
which deals amongst other matters with 
certain complaints made against the 
Resident Commissioner of those Islands. 
The Report could not be published in full, 
as it contains matter of a confidential 
nature, but the Secretary of State will 
consider whether extracts from the 
despatch can be laid before the House. 


Sir West Ridgeway’s Commission. 

Mr. BYLES (Salford, N ): I beg to ask 
the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether Sir West Ridgeway’s 
Commission has completed its labours ; 
and how soon the Report may be 
expected. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Committee 
have completed their investigations in 
the two Colonies, and leave Capetown on 
June 27th. Their report may be ex- 
pected to be in the hands of His 
Majesty’s Government shortiy after their 
arrival in the middle of July. 


South African Native Administration. 

Mr. BYLES: I beg the ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether the Natal Government 
has appointed, or is about to appoint, a 
Commission on Native Administration 
and Legislation; and whether His 
Majesty's Government will be represented 
on this Commission, or will take steps on 
its own behalf, to obtain what informa- 
tion is necessary to arrive at an impartial 
judgment, so as to secure equitable treat- 
ment for the Natal Natives. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Natal Gov- 
ernment has announced its intention to 
appoint such a Commission. The Secre- 
tary of State understands that the Com- 
mission will be a local one. His Majesty’s 
Government do not propose to take steps 
as suggested which would be contrary to 
the principles of responsible Government. 
The Crown has retained the right of veto 
in regard to legislation inequally affecting 
European and non-European inhabitants 
of Natal but no other right has been 
specifically reserved. ; 


{COMMONS} 





Portugal and the Transvaal. 
Mr. MOLTENO (Dumfriesshire): I 
beg te-agk the Under-Seorétary of State | 
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for the Colonies what is the nature of the 
modus vivendi between Portugal and the 
Transvaal, of which the Cape Colony and 
Natal complain, and which is referred to 
in the speech of the Governor of the Cape 
Colony at the opening of the present 
session of the Cape Parliament, as being 
to the detriment of the British Coast 
Colonies; by whom was it made; and 
whether the Cape and Natal were con- 
sulted at the time in the matter. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The — modus 
vivendi is printed as an appendix to Cd. 
2104. It was made by and between the 
then High Commissioner for South Africa 
and Governor-General of Mozambique in 
December, 1901. I am not aware that 
the Governments of the Cape Colony and 
Natal were consulted upon a matter 
which after all primarily concerns the 
Transvaal. 


Mr. MOLTENO: I b g to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether he has any official information 
showing that the modus vivendi between 
Portugal and the Transvaal has unduly 
favoured the trade of the foreign port of 
Delagoa Bay to the disadvantage of that 
of the ports of the British Colonies of 
the Cape and Natal ; and that the trade 
to the Transvaal via the Cape and Natal 
has dwindled to small proportions as 
compared with that via Delagoa Bay. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The question of 
the modus vivendi forms the subject of 
negotiation at present between His 
Majesty’s Government and the Portuguese 
Government. The information given in 
answer to a written Question by the 
hon. Member to-day does not indicate 
that the Transvaal trade through Natal at 
all events has dwindled to small pro- 
portions. 7 


The Tse-tse Fly. 


*Mr. REES: I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether Dr. Davey’s Report upon the 
tse-tse fly will be laid upon the Table; 
and whether Dr. Davey found a wild 
buffalo he shot in British Central Africa 
‘to be tainted with tse-tse virus. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Secretary of 
State has not yet received any report 





* See Col, Slt. 
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from the British Central Protectorate| Mr. DUNCAN: When is one likely 
upon the subject of my hon. friend’s | to be made ? 


Question. 
Mr. RUNCIMAN : I cannot say. 
Aliens in G , 
iens in Germany Macedonia. 


Sin W_ EVANS GORDON: I beg to! +z. CHARLES ROBERTS (Lincoln) : 
ask the Secretary of State for Foreign S 
is ’ 5" | I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Affairs whether the German police ; : 
we ‘ Foreign Affairs whether he will lay before 
authorities possess and exercise the| p 3s, a email A Sn. Maientye 
powers of expelling aliens on the ground of | Qu yee ee wie ge ag se 
: : hens Consul at Salonica, showing the changes 
their economic undesirability, in the form |; + +oduced in Macedonia by the civil 
of undercutting competition with German posing site atlinaetine ae colle Hina sh 
vee : agents in the several branches of local 
workmen ; and whether he can say upon | °°. & in the fedietel t d 
how many aliens these authorities have ip omer denbiencs te ee 
served notice to quit Germany for ee 
ae Sen Mr. RUNCIMAN : We have no Report 
on from His Majesty’s Consul-General at 
THE PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- | Salonica, but despatches from the British 
ae ig OM —— eo representative on the financial Commis- 
r. RuncimMmAN, Dew ion, of which the civil agent - 
(For Sir Epbwarp Grey): The ia | a will pavers mig he” la, pid 
~~ — — the power to — | generally with the administrative situa- 
all aliens who may for any reason what- | tion in the three Vilayets. With regard 
ever be considered aneiina His | to judicial reforms, it will be seen fo 
Majesty's representative at Berlin has | No. 138, Page 99, of Turkey No. 1, 1906, 
made inquiries, and can learn of no cases | that it was not found possible to invest 
in ney — yeaa have been | this Commission with the power of super- 
expelled merely on the ground of under- | vising the judicial Administration. 
cutting competition with German work- : 
men, Russian Treatment of the Jews. 
: : Mr. HARWOOD (Bolton) : To ask the 
Spanish Tariffs. Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
Mr. KR. DUNCAN (Lanarkshire, | whether his attention has been called to 
Govan): I beg to ask the Secretary of | the speech of Prince Urusoff, recently 


State for Foreign Affairs if he can inform | Under-Secretary for the Interior, in 
the House regarding the progress of | connection with the massacres of Jews in 


negotiations with the Spanish Govern- | Russia ; and whether any communication 
ment as to the proposed changes in import | has been received from the Russian 
duties in Spain, so far as these are export | Government giving assurance that they 
duties on goods manufactured in the | Will do their utmost to protect their 
United Kingdom, or barriers to their | Jewish subjects. 


entrance into Spain. 

Mr. RUNCIMAN: I have seen the 
Mr, RUNCIMAN: Iam not yetin a | %counts of the ‘speech | which | have 
ae . appeared in the Press. His Majesty’s 
position to make any definite statement Go .enment have not asked for any 
ae te Sa assurance of the nature indicated. But 
Feet ‘my hon. friend has no doubt observed the 
Mr. R. DUNCAN: I beg to ask the | speeches made by Russian Ministers in 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs | the Duma, and the fact that the Minister 
it he can inform the House if goods | of the Interior has issued instructions to 
Stippliéd to customers in Spain, on con-| governors and chiefs of police, warning 
tacts entéréd into éatly in 1906, will be| them that every possible precaution 
subject to the tariff as in féreé at the | should be taken to prevent riots or dis- 
timé of contract. |orders directed against the Jews, and 
ei DASE | stating that the least sign of disturbance 
Mr, RUNCIMAN: I ata not yét id) must be instantly suppressed, and that 
Position td make any definité statement | aiiy negléct of duty ih that respect will 

upon the matter, | bd punished in the sévérést manner: 
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Anarchist Newspapers in England. 

Sir W. EVANS GORDON : I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department whether he has any official 
information showing how many news- 
papers supporting the doctrines of 
anarchism are published in this country, 
and in what languages such papers are 
printed, 


| a cidents were caused by motor omnibuses 


*THE SECRETARY or STATE For | 


intended this session to take any steps 


THE HOME DEPARTMENT 
GLADSTONE, Leeds, W.): I have 


(Mr. 


of | 


course official information, but I think it | 


would not be advisable that I should 
make any statement on the subject. 


London Juries. 


*Mr. REES: I beg toask the Secretary | 


of Stste for the Home Department 
whether arrangements can be made 
whereby persons of comparatively small 
means living in the suburbs of London 
can be spared from such frequent calls to 
serve on special and common juries as are 
made upon them at present. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: I have’ no 


authority with regard to the arrange- 


{COMMONS} 


(Juestions. 


648 


| been caused by motor cars (including 


motor cycles) within the Metropolitan 
Police District was 556. Of these 169 
resulted in personal injury and four 
proved fatal. In the same month 400 


of which sixty-two resulted in personal 
injury and two were fatal. Accidents 
caused by tramears are not included. 

Captain DONELAN (Cork, E.) : Is it 
to regulate motor traffic ? 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: I cannot say. 


Miss Billington’s Case. 


Mr. CLYNES (Manchester, N.E.); 
On behalf of the hon. Member for 
Merthyr Tydfil I beg to ask the 


“Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 


ment whether he has now had an 
opportunity of considering the papers 
relating to the case of Miss Teressa 
Billington, who was fined £10 with the 


‘alternative of two months’ imprisonment 
'at the Marylebone police court on Thurs- 


‘day last; and what 


ments for summoning jurors, and cannot | 


give any instructions in the matter. 


Ser- | 


Vice on juries is a public duty which must | 
necessarily cause some inconvenience to | 


those on whom it falls, but I have no 
reason to think that residents in London 
suburbs have any special grievance in 
this matter. 


*Mr. REES : Is the right hon. Gentle- 
man aware that such summonses seem 
to be escaped by persons living in houses 
with high rents ! 


Mr. GLADSTONE: 


not aware of that. 


No, Sir. I am 


Motor Accidents in London. 

Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) : To 
ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department if he will state the number 
of accidents in the London area during 
the month of May last, from motor buses 


and motor cars, respectively; in how | 


many instances have 


personal injurics | 


resulted ; and in how many cases have | 
_acting on the advice tendered by the 


such injuries proved fatal. 


*Mr. .GLADSTONE: 
mouth of May, 1906, the 
accidents known to the police to have 


During 


the | 
number of | 


| 


| of 


he has 


decision 
come to in relation thereto. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: I have now seen 
the evidence in this case. It was clearly 
proved that Miss Billington was, with 
other women, causing an obstruction in 
Cavendish Square, and that when a 
police officer asked her to move away 
from the square, she slapped him in the 
face three times, and, after she was 
arrested, kicked him twice. Miss Billing- 
ton did not deny these charges nor 
question the evidence. In these circum 
stances the Magistrate had no choice but 
to convict, and I think that his sentence 

a tine of £10, or two months imprison- 
ment—was a reasonable and proper one. 
I have since received an appeal for 
leniency from the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. In consequence of _ this 
appeal I have, with the concurrence of 
the learned Magistrate, reduced the fine 
to £5, or in default one month’s imprison- 
ment, 


Mr. O'GRADY (Leeds, E.) asked 
whether, seeing that Miss Billington was 


President of the Board of Trade in 
this matter, the Home Secretary would 
not use his influence to get a rehearing 
the case. There was _ sutticient 
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evidence to prove that this lady did not | Offenders Acts, and_ place 
commit the assault complained of, but | offenders under probation ; 
rather resisted an assault 


upon her. 


criminal 
but I am 
committed | satisfied that further powers are required, 
jand a Bill on the subject is now being 
| prepared, 

{No Answer was returned. } | 
| The Madrid Outrage. 

Sir W. EVANS-GORDON : I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for the 
| Home Department whether his attention 
has been called to certain passages 
occurring in two papers published in 
London, on 8th and 15th June, in which 
it is stated that the perpetrator of the 
recent outrage in Madrid was no criminal, 
but sacrificed his life in the interests of 


Flogging in Prison. 

Mr. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal Green, 
s.W.): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department how 
many floggings were inflicted in convict 
and local prisons during the years ended 
March 31st, 1905, and March 31st, 1906, 
respectively ; and whether any prisoner 
was flogged more than once during those 


years. | humanity, and in which regret is ex- 
ea) ae | pressed that the object of the outrage, 

‘ ‘ ~ 
*MR. GLADSTONE : Lhe numbers | namely, the death of the King and 
were as follows :— tee . | Queen of Spain, had not been attained ; 
Conviet — Local : 


|and whether he proposes to take any 





prisons, prisons. | : : 
Year ended March 31st. | steps against the persons responsible for 
1905 h : . ¥* 15 | these publications. 
Year ended March 31st | *Mr. GLADSTONE - I have seen 
1906 : i "oy 3) _| translations of the passages referred to. 


|The sentiments expressed are highly 


One prisoner who received a corporal | 
punishment of eighteen strokes with the 
birch on November 7th, 1904, also re- 
ceived twenty-four strokes with the birch | 
on August &8th, 1905. No other prisoners | 
have received corporal punishment twice | 
during the two years named. 


Probation Guardianship of Criminal 
Offen ders. 

Mr. PICKERSGILL: I beg to ask 
the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department whether his attention has 
heen drawn to a statement in the last | 
Repors of the Prison Commissioners for 
Scotland that a system of probation 
guardianship of criminal offenders is being 
introdneed gradually, so far as the existing | 
law allows, and with successful results, in | 
the courts of some of the burghs and 
large cities, and especially in Dundee, 
whereby the operation of the sentence is 
suspended provided that the offender | 
behaves weli under supervision ; and if | 
he will consider whether it would not be | 
practicable to introduce a similar system | 
of probation in the Metropolis. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: The matter has 
for some time been engaging my attention. 
The Metropolitan Magistrates already in 
many cases exercise their powers under 
the Summary Jurisdiction and First 


Vv 





/ask in 
| different ? 


objectionable, but, as I am advised, it 
would not be expedient to take proc ed- 


Ings. 


Sir W. EVANS-GORDON: May I 
ask the right hon. Gentleman in what 
respect this ease differs from that of a 
man named Most, who in 1882 was 


convicted of approving the murder of the 


Tsar of Russia, and was sentenced to a 
long term of imprisonment, and wuiose 
press was broken up ? 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: The cease is a 
different one, but it is quite obvious 
that [am unable to state the diiference 
across the floor of the House. 


Sir W. EVANS-GORDON: May I 
what respect the cases are 


{No Answer was returned. | 


Richards, Limited, Aberdeen. 

Mr. CLYNES: On behalf of the hon. 
Member for Merthyr Tydvil, I bey to ask 
the Postmaster-General whether Messrs. 
Richards, Limited, Aberdeen, are on the 
list of contractors for his Department ; 
whether he is aware that this firm have 
dismissed sixty of their workwomen, some 
of whom have worked for the firm r over 
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thirty years, for having joined a trade 
union, and refuse to reinstate them unless 
they give an undertaking to withdraw 
from the union; and what action he | 
proposes to take in the matter. 


THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Mr. 
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Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: Enquiry 
was made by the Post Office in 1903, 
and again in 1905 as to the demand 
for a telephone service at Millom, but 
/not more than five subscribers could 
'be found. The length of a trunk line 
\to Barrow would be about twenty-four 


SypNneY Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Pop-| miles and it would be costly to erect. 
lar): This firm does not at present hold |I will, however, have further enquiry 


any orders from the Post Office. 


American Mail Service. 


Mr. CHARLES DEVLIN (Galway) : 


I beg to ask the Postmaster - General 
whether he is aware that the mid-week 
mails for the United States were dis- 
patched on Wednesday, 20th June, from 


Southampton by a German steamer ; | 


that, in view of the inability of the 


managers of the White Star Line to | 


provide their fast steamers for the mail 
service, recourse is frequently had to 
German steamers for this purpose ; and, 
seeing that when this course is adopted 
the mails are closed many hours before 
the usual time, thus causing incon- 


venience to the business community, | 


will he say what steps the Government 
propose taking to ensure regularity in 
this matter. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON : [am aware 
of the course followed on the occasion in 
question, when, as sometimes happens, the 
White Star Company find it necessary to 
employ one of their slower steamers for 
the mid-week service to the United 
States, the mails are forwarded by any 
faster packet that may be available. 
This arrangement is adopted entirely 
in the interests of the public, and as 
it is always announced beforehand I do | 


made as to the amount of the guarantee 

| required under the reduced terms lately 
j announced by the Chancellor of the 
| Exchequer. There are other districts 
'with as large a population as Millom 
_ without a telephone service, the provision 
/of which must depend more on the 
|demand than on actual population. 


Preserved Foods. 
| Mr. ALDEN (Middlesex, Tottenham) : 
I beg to ask the President of the Local 
Government Board whether he could see 
his way to pay a few surprise visits to 
the chief manufactories of meat and food 
products throughout the metropolis, 


The following Questions also stood on 
| the Paper :— 

Mr. ALDEN : To ask the President of 
the Local Government Board whether he 
will insist that, in the examinations con- 
ferring certificates on sanitary inspectors, 
some portion of the questions asked shall 
be on the subject of meat and food 
inspection, in order that every qualified 
inspector shall have a knowledge of this 
important subject. 


| Mr. ALDEN: To ask the President 
| of the Local Government Board if he will 
grant a Return of the number of inspec- 
tors in England and Wales who hold a 





not think that inconvenience is caused by | meat and food certificate, and are fully 
it. Although on such occasions the bulk | qualified to inspect all meat and food 





of the ma'ls leave London on Wednesdays 
earlier than usual, it is the practice to 
despatch supplementary mails at the 
regular hour for embarkation on board 
the White Star packet at Queenstown. 


Millom Telephone Service. 


Mr. FULLERTON (Cumberland, 
Egremont): I beg to ask the Post- 
master-General whether he will under- 
take to supply a public telephone service 
for the town of Millom; and whether 
there are any other towns in the United 
Kingdom with a population of 10,000 
without a public telephone service. 


| products. 


| Mr. ALDEN: To ask the President of 
| the Local Government Board whether he 
| is aware of the differences in method of 
| the meat and food inspection under 
the various local sanitary authorities in 
London ; and whether he will issue 4 
circular to such authorities, recommending 
one uniform system of inspection through- 
out the whole of London and the extra 
metropolitan boroughs. 


Tur PRESIDENT or THe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. JouN 
Burns, Battersea): Perhaps I may be 





| 





Se ee ee ee ee ee ee a eee ee ae ee wee ee 


na fon ae tt eee lee lle Oe 


a -— 


@mep~ 22> weet at Oe 


F nga small 





653 Questions, {25 June 1906} Questions, 654 


allowed to answer this and the three 
following Questions together. As to the 
first, I do not think that any intimation 
that surprise visits would be paid to the 
chief manufactories of meat and food pro- 
ducts in London would be likely to 
answer the object which my hon. friend 
has in view. As to the second, the sub- 
ject of meat and food inspection is one of 
those upon which candidates for certifi- 
cates from the Sanitary Inspectors 
Examination Board and the Royal Sani- 
tary Institute are examined at the present 
time. The latter body have also a special 
examination on the subject. As regards 
the third Question, I would refer my hon. 
friend to the Return No. 326 which was 
obtained in 1904 by the hon. Member for 
the St. Patrick’s Division of Dublin, and 
which gives the particulars he desires as 
respects London and certain large towns. 
To obtaina Return for the whole country 
would involve much labour and expense. 
As regards his last Question, I may state 
that I am aware of the differences in 
method of the meat and food inspection 
therein referred to. I do not think that 
atthe present time advantage would be 
likely to result from a circular of the 
kind suggested, but I am considering 
whether, when some further information 
has been obtained, a conference of the 
local authorities specially concerned might 
not usefully be convened with a view to 
uniformity of action in this matter. 


Canned Foods. 

Mr. T. DAVIES (Fulham): I beg to 
ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board whether his attention has 
been called to the report of the medical 
officer of health for one of the London 
boroughs, drawing attention to the 
quantity of tin in solution he has found 
in canned food which had been packed 
for a long time, and to the fact that 
old tins often contain such a large 
quantity as to be dangerous to the health 
of persons consuming the food; and 
whether, seeing that the presence of this 
poison can only be detected by chemical 
examination, the goods apparently looking 
and tasting all right, he will, in order to 
minimise this danger, take steps to compel 
all packers to have the date of packing 
stamped on each tin. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: I am aware of 
the report referred to. Legislation would 
necessary to render it compulsory on 








packers to have the date of packing 
stamped on each tin. The matter will 
receive consideration, but I think further 
investigation is required before it can be 
determined whether such a requirement 
ought to be made in the interests of the 
public health. 


Light Railways in the Highlands. 

Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the President 
of the Board of Trade whether he is 
aware that the provisions of the Light 
Railways Act are such as to render the 
construction of a light railway in the 
Highlands and Islands of Scotland im- 
practicable without liberal local assistance ; 
and, seeing that no such help is available 
in districts such as that between Garve 
and Ullapool, Ross-shire, will he consider 
the expediency of introducing legislation 
with a view to render the Treasury grants 
for the construction of light railways 
in the crofting counties of a more liberal 
character than at present. 


Tue SECRETARY to THE BOARD 
oF TRADE (Mr. KEARLEY, Devonport) : 
The requirement of local assistance as 
a condition of a Treasury advance in 
furtherance of the construction of light 
railways seems to be a sound one, and 
there appears to be no ground for 
amending the existing law in the direc- 
tion indicated in the Question. 


Cornish Crabbers’ Grievance. 

Mr. HAY MORGAN (Cornwall, 
Truro): I beg to ask the hon. Member 
for South Somerset, as representing the 
President of the Board of Agriculture, 
whether his attention has been called to 
the fact that the French crabbers are 
continually coming within the three-mile 
limit of the coast of South-west Cornwall ; 
and whether he will see that the gunboat, 
which is told off to protect the interest of 
the Cornish fishermen in this respect, will 
be ordered to visit this part of the 
Cornish coast. 


I beg also to ask the hon. Member for 
South Somerset, as representing the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Agriculture, whether 
his attention has been called to the fact 
that trawlers frequently approach the 
Cornish coast at Coverack and trawl up 
the stockpots of the Cornish crabbers ; 
and whether he will take. steps to put a 
stop to such practices. 
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Mr. KEARLEY: My attention has 
been called to the fact that the trawl 


fishermen in the Bay of Coverack have | 
been accused of fouling the stockpots of | 


the Cornish crabbers, but so far no com- 


plaint has reached us of French crabbers | 
How-| 


fishing within the territorial limit. 
ever, the Board of Trade will make 
inquiries and also communicate with the 
Admiralty to arrange for a gunboat to 
visit this part of the coast. I would 
pint out that the crabbers whose stock- 


pots have been interfered with have a_ 
remedy under Section 4 of the Sea) 


Fisheries Act, 1883. 


Llanelltyd School. 

Mr. BRIDGEMAN (Shropshire, Os- 
westry): I beg to ask the President of 
the Board of Education whether he is 
aware that the salary of the schoolmistress 
of the non-provided school at Llanelltyd 
has not been paid for more than four 
months ; that several appeals have been 
made in vain to the Board of Education 
on her behalf ; what steps he proposes to 
take to secure the payment of her arrears 
of salary ; and when she may expect to 
receive the money due to her. 


THe PRESIDENT or THE BOARD oF 
EDUCATION (Mr. Birrery, Bristol, 
N.): The case referred to is a difficult 
and complicated one. I am in communi- 


cation with the local authority in regard | 


to the present condition of things as 


respects the teacher’s salary, which is | 


singularly unfortunate ; and, though the 
j osition of the school and of the managers 
is gravely open to question, [ am not 
without hope that the hardship to the 
teacher may shortly be removed. 


Inspection of Welsh Intermediate Schools. 

Mr. BRIDGEMAN : I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Education 
what inspection of Welsh intermediate 
schools is made by the Board of Educa- 
tion apart from the inspection of the 
Central Welsh Board ; whether the Board 
of Education exercising the powers of 
the Charity Commission, have power to 
inspect such schools ; and whether any of 
such schools are inspected by the Board 
of Education in their administrative 
capacity as distributor of secondary or 
other gran’s. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Board of Edu- 
cation, exercising the powers of the 
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‘Charity Commission, have power to 
|inspect all schools regulated by scheme 
under the Welsh Intermediate [ducation 
Act, 1889. By ‘Treasury regulations 
made under Section 9 of that Act, they 
have further power to make such examina- 
tion or inspection of the schools, in 
addition to that conducted by the 
Central Welsh Board, as they may think 
necessary, in order to ascertain whether 
the conditions un'er which the Treasury 
grant may be paid under that Act have 
heen fulfilled. No inspection has so far 
taken place under either of the above- 
‘mentioned powers. Over eighty of the 
Welsh intermediate schools, out of a total 
of ninety-five, are recognised for grants 
under the Board’s secondary school regu- 
lations, and each of these is periodically 
inspected by the Eoard under those 
regulations. Many of these also receive 
grants under the Board’s regulations for 
the instruction and training of pupil 
teachers, and are fully inspected by the 
doard for the purposes of these grants. 


Cost of School House Maintenance. 


Mr. BRIDGEMAN: I beg to ask 
the President of the Beard of Education 
whether, in any arrangement under 
Clause 2 of the Education Bill, provis:on 
will have to be made for au apportion- 
ment of expenses between owners and 
local education authority whereby the 
cost of cleaning, lighting, and heating 
the school building, and of damage 
‘caused by wear and tear of the school 
furniture in respect of the use of the 
building out of school hours shall not be 
borne by the authority ; and whether, in 
i'view of Sub-section 2 of Clause 3, a 
similar apportionment will have to be 
made between the persons providing 
denominational instruction and__ the 
authority. 


Mr. BIRRELL: All the matters 
referred to in the Question must be 
mattcrs of arrangement between the 
owners and the  !ocal — education 
authority. 


Religious Teaching in Schools. 
Lorp R. CECIL (Marylebone, E.): I 
beg to ask the President of the 
| Board of Education whether it is con- 
‘templated by the Government that 
children who receive denominational 
instruction under the facilities granted in 
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accordance with Clause 3 of the Educa- 
tion Bill will, on the same day, receive 
Cowper-Temple instruction from the 
local education authority ; whether it 
is contemplated that denominational 
instruction will take place before Cowper- 
Temple instruction or at an hour when 
Cowper-Temple instruction is being 
given to the other children ; and whether 
it will be the duty of the local authority 
to see that discipline is preserved in the 
school during the giving of denomina- 
tional instruction, and to use the services 
of the teachers for the purpose. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Answer to the 
first paragraph of the Question is in the 
negative. The Answer to the second 
paragraph is that the second of the two 
alternatives suggested is correct. The 
point referred to in the third paragraph 
will rest in the discretion of the local 
education authority. 


Railway Companies’ Receipts. 

Mr. LLOYD MORGAN (Carmarthen- 
shire, W.): 1 beg to ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether receipts given to 
passengers by railway companies, for 
sums exceeding £2 for excess luggage, 
are liable to penny stamp duty, and, if 
so, will he state whether any steps are 
taken by the Inland Revenue to enforce 
the observance of the law and to receive 
the duties, or to enforce the penalties set 
out in the statutes; if they are not 
liable, will he state under what sections 
of the Stamp Acts railway companies are 
exempt from payment of the duty. 


Tuk FINANCIAL SECRETARY to 
THE TREASURY (Mr. McKenna, Mon- 
mouthshire, N.): The documents referred 
to are treated as tickets authorising 
the conveyance of the luggage and are 
regarded as not in substance differing 
from an ordinary passenger ticket, and 
80 not liable to stamp duty as receipts. 


Royal Botanic Museum. 

Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD: I 
beg to ask the hon. Member for South 
Somerset, as representing the President 
of the Board of Agriculture, whether, in 
view of the educational value of the 
economic museums in the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, and of the fact that no 
official guide has been on sale since 1895 
for No. I, Museum, the Board will 
Immediately publish one. 
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Str EDWARD STRACHEY (Somer- 
setshire, S.) : A new edition of the official 
guide for Museum No. I. is now in course 
of preparation. It will be completed and 
issued to the public at the earliest 
possible date. 


Crofters Act Amendment Bill. 

Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary for Scotland why the promised 
Crofters’ Act Amendment Bill has not 
yet been introduced, and can he now 
say when it will be brought in. 


Tue SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Mr. Stnciarr, Forfarshire): The Bill is 
still under preparation, and I am not yet 
able to say when it will be introduced. 


Mr. WEIR: Is the right hon. Gentle- 
man aware that the Prime Minister dur- 
ing the general election referred to this 
question as one of an urgent character ! 


Mr. SINCLAIR: I can assure the 
hon. Member that no time is being lost. 


Ross-shire Schools Water Supply. 

Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary for Scotland, having regard to the 
fact that on the mainland of Ross-shire 
there are sixteen, and in the Island of 
Lewis eighteen schools in which the 
water supply is reported to be defec- 
tive, will he state in how many cases 
action is being taken with a view to 
secure a suitable water supply. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: I may explain that 
in classing schools as defective as regards 
their water supply, it was not meant to 
be implied that no supply at all of drink- 
ing water was available for the school 
children. In all of the cases, as a matter 
of fact, good drinking water is available, 
but at too remote a distance in the 
opinion of the medical officer for the use 
of the school children. Of the sixteen 


‘schools on the mainland of Ross-shire, 


improvements on the water supplies are 
in hand with regard to five of them. 
There is no information available in the 
meantime with regard to the Lewis 
schools. 


Upper Bayble Cottars. 

Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the 
Secretary for Scotland if he will state 
how many cottars resident at Upper 
Bayble, Island of Lewis, have written to 
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the Scottish Office expressing their will- 
ingness to transfer themselves to the 
mainland provided that the Congested 
Districts Board arrange reasonable aid 
for their settlement ; and will the Board 
consider the expediency of making the 
conditions of migration known through- 
out the island by means of posters in the 
different townships. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: I would refer the 
hon. Member to my Answer to his un- 
starred Question No. 5 of June 11th.7 
No such cottars have hitherto expressed 
their willingness, so far as I know, to 
migrate to the mainland. In regard to 
*he complaint made by these cottars and 
referred to in my reply of June 11th, 
the Congested Districts Board is in 
correspondence with the Landward Com- 
mittee. 


(Questions. 


Highland School Board Franchise. 

Mr. WEIR: (I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary for Scotland, having regard to the 
fact that persons whose rentals do not 
exceed £4, while entitled to vote at 
parliamentary and county council elec- 
tions, have no vote at school board 
elections, will he state when he proposes 
to present to Parliament a Return show- 
ing the number of persons in the High- 
land crofting counties who are thus 
deprived of the school board franchise. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: The form of the 
Return is under consideration, and at 
present no date can be named. 


Sanitation in the Island of Lewis. 


Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary for Scotland whether he has yet 
applied to the Treasury for funds for the 
improvement of the sanitary condition of 
the Island of Lewis.) 


Mr. SINCLAIR: I am now in con- 
ference with the Treasury in regard to 
this subject. 


Gort Licensing Case. 

Mr. DUFFY (Galway, 8.): I beg to 
ask Mr. Attorney-General for Ireland 
whether he is aware that Francis J. 
Persse, J.P., sat at Gort, county Galway, 
Petty Sessions on May 3rd, and adjudi- 
cated in a licensing case, in which Mr. 
Hart of Gort was defendant, and he being 





* See (4) Debates, elviii., 690. 
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a tenant on the estate ,over which Mr, 
Persse acts as agent; and whether the 
Government will take steps to prevent 
justices acting in the dual capacity of 
agent of disturbed estates and officiating 
magisterially at the same time. 


THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL ror 
IRELAND (Mr. CuHErRy, Liverpool, 
Exchange): I believe the facts to be as 
stated in the Question. It would appear 
that a Mr. Hart was prosecuted by the 
police at the Gort Petty Sessions for a 
breach of the licensing laws in having his 
licensed premises open at a prohibited 
time. The case was heard before the 
resident magistrate and two other magis- 
trates, of whom Mr. Persse was one, and 
was dismissed upon the merits. No 
objection was made to Mr. Persse adjudi- 
cating, and the fact that he is alleged to 
be agent over the estate upon which Hart 
resided was not a legal disqualification to 
his acting as a magistrate at the hearing 
of the case. 


Questions | 


Drumtullagh National School. 

Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.): I beg to 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury whether 
he is aware that in 1905 a site was secured 
for a teachers’ residence in connection 
with Drumtullagh national school, county 
Antrim ; that the manager of the school 
applied to the Board of Works for a 
loan to erect the residence; that the 
application was accepted on the conditions 
that the vesting order be deposited with 
the Board, which is impossible until the 
estate from which the site has been 
granted is sold; and whether, in view of 
the fact that years may elapse before the 
estate will be sold, and that the Board of 
Works have accepted sureties for the 
loan, he will order it to be granted forth- 
with. 


Mr. McKENNA : I am informed that 
the facts are as stated except that Amend- 
ments have been called for in the plans 
and specifications. At present the appli- 
cant has only a yearly tenancy, which 
does not afford adequate security for the 
proposed loan. I believe the difficulties 
in this case could easily be removed and 
I shall be glad to communicate privately 
with the hon. Member. 


Limerick Postman’s Pension. 
Mr. JOYCE (Limerick) : I beg to ask 
the Postmaster-General whether he can 
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state the reason why the pension due to 
Matthew Larkin, postman at Limerick, 
who was superannuated on medical dis- 
qualification, December 21st, 1905, after 
thirty-seven years service, has not yet 
heen awarded to him; whether any sum 
of money has been granted in advance, 
‘ and, if so, how much; and whether, 
king the man’s circumstances into 
account, he will see that the pension will 
be granted with as little delay as possible. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: The delay 
in awarding the pension to Matthew 
Iarkin, postman at Limerick, is attri- 
butable to the fact that considerable 
difficulty has been experienced in obtain- 
ing authentic information regarding his 
eatly service. An advance of £8 in 
respect of pension was made to Larkin 
in March last and the payment of a 
further sum of £10 has been authorised. 
The hon. Member may rest assured that 
the pension will be granted at as early a 
date as possible. 


Wage Disputes—International Action. 

Mr. WEDGWOOD (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme): I beg to ask the Prime Minister 
whether his attention has been called to 
M. Clemenceau’s proposed legislation 
dealing with State regulation of industrial 
disputes and contracts; and whether, in 
view of the fact that the success of such 
regulations depends largely on interna- 
tional co-operation, His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment will communicate with the French 
ad German Governments as to the 
possibility of arranging for simultaneous 
legislation on such subjects in their 
respective countries. 


Taz PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 
LORD or tHE TREASURY (Sir H. 
CaMPBELL-BANNERMAN, Stirling Burghs): 
Yes, Sir, I have seen the passage in 
M. Clemenceau’s speech to which my 
hon. friend refers. I understand, how- 
iver, that the projet de loi embodying the 
intentions of the French Government 
has not as yet been issued, ro that my 
hon, friend will see that we have no 
material upon which to found a decision 
#s to the advisability of concurrent legisla- 
lion in respect to this question. For 
nyself, I am disposed to think that though 
here are many directions in which 
international co-operation may be of great 
‘ervice in bettering the conditions of 
hbour, this particular question of the 
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regulation of industrial disputes is 80 
affected by the varying circumstances of 
different countries that united action may 
be difficult. 


Questions. 


Education Bill Closure. 

Lorp RK. CECIL (Marylebone, E.) : 
I beg to ask the Prime Minister 
whether, in view of the operation of the 
Order of June i8th relating to procedure 
on the Education Bill, he will propose an 
Amendment to it providing that the 
closure at the end of each compartment 
shall be applied at 10.50 instead of 10.30. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
No, Sir, I cannot see my way to proposing 
the Amendment which the noble Lord 
suggests. 


The National Gallery. 

Mr. HORNIMAN (Chelsea) : I beg to 
ask the Prime Minister whether he has or 
will consider the advisability of so alter- 
ing the terms of the appointment of the 
new director of the National Gallery, 
whereby greater facilities may be given 
for the rapid acceptance or purchase of 
pictures, so that donors may not be 
discouraged by delays and money wasted 
by the pictures not being bought until 
after they have been sold by the original 
owners. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
The present director of the National 
Gallery has been appointed on the same 
terms as his predecessor. The ex- 
pediency of modifying the status and 
power of the director is receiving careful 
consideration. 


The Ceylon Pearl Fisheries. 

Sir J. JARDINE: I beg to ask the 
Prime Minister whether he will be able 
to give a day for discussion of the lease of 
the Ceylon Government Pearl Fisheries 
to the Ceylon Company of Pearl Fishers. 


Str H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
No, Sir, I am afraid it is impossible to 
promise a day for the discussion of the 
matter, however important it may be. 


Sir J. JARDINE: Is the Prime 
Minister aware that the lease to the 
Ceylon Company of Pearl Fishers is 
causing much comment in Ceylon, Scot- 
land and the City ? 
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Sin H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I am afraid the exigencies of time are 
too strong to render any prospect of the 
debate possible. 


Questions. 


English Printers in Canada. 

Mr. WALKER (Leicestershire, 
Melton) : I beg to ask the Prime Minister 
whether His Majesty’s Government intend 
to introduce legislation, in the sense 
desired by the Dominion Government, 
which would render punishable false 
representations such as those which 
recently induced a body of English 
printers to migrate to Canada to take the 
place of Canadian workmen who were on 
strike. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL BANNERMAN : 
The pubiished correspondence regarding 
the case of the English printers who were 
induced to migrate to Canada during a 
strike at Winnipeg shows that His 
Majesty’s Government have been most 
anxious to meet the views of the Canadian 
Government in this matter. On May 
16th the Secretary of State requested 
the Governor-General to assure the 
Ministry that their suggestion that 
Imperial legislation should be introduced 
to deal with any future cases of a similar 
character would receive the careful con- 
sideration of His Majesty’s Government. 
That undertaking is now being carried 
out, but I am afraid in any event that it 
will hardly be possible to introduce 
legislation during the present session. 


Public Trustee Bill. 

Sir HOWARD VINCENT (Shettield, 
Central): I beg to ask the Prime 
Minister if his attention has been called 
to the recent absconding of another 
fraudulent trustee, involving widows and 
orphans in heavy loss, and if, with a view 
to affording the public the earliest oppor- 
tunity of escape from these robberies of 
trust funds, he will press forward the 
remaining stages of the Public Trustee 
Bill, brought in by the Government, and 
read a second time in this House without 
adivision. Has the right hon. Gentleman 
noticed three cases in to-day’s paper ? 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I can only say that the Government will 
do all it can to further the progress of 
this most necessary Bill. 


{COMMONS} 
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Board of Agriculture Vote. 


Mr. BECK (Cambridgeshire, Wisboch): 
I beg to ask the Prime Minister whether 
he will, having in view the interests 
concerned and the fact that the House of 
Commons has of late years devoted little 
time to agricultural questions, consider 
the advisability of allotting an early day 
for taking the Vote on the Board of 
Agriculture. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
The Vote on the Board of Agriculture 
will be taken, if possible, on July 12th. 


Women on Local Education Authorities. 


*Mr. LEIF JONES (Westmoreland, 
Appleby): I beg to ask the Prime Mini- 
ster whether his attention has been drawn 
to the statement made on behalf of the 
Board of Education to the etfect that the 
Board desire to see women given a re- 
sponsible position in the direction of 
public education, but that the Board 
cannot give effect’ to this desire because 
the remedy lies in the alteration of our 
Local Government laws ; and whether the 
Government will meet the views of the 
Board of Education in this matter by 
giving facilities for the passing into law 
during the present ses<ion of the Local 
Authorities (Qualification of Women) 
Bill, which would render women eligible 
for election on the same terms as men 
onthe local councils which are to be 
elected in March and November, 1907, 
and which will become the local education 
authorities to administer the New Educa- 
tion Act. 


Siz H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
I do not understand that the Board of 
{ducation have ever offered an opinion 
on the question of associating women 
with the general work of local govern- 
ment. That would be beyond their 
province. The Government, however, 
earnestly desire to see women _ placed 
in a position in which they can take 
their full share in educational ad- 
ministration, and though I cannot give 4 
definite promise of Government facilities 
at the moment, my hon. friend may rely 
upon it that we shall keep the matter 
before us. 


*Mr. LEIF JONES asked the right 
hon. Gentleman to bear in mind that ul 
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less the alteration could be made this 
year women would have no place upon 
the first local authorities elected to 
administer the new Education Act. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 


said he would bear that in mind. 


Responsible Government for the Trans- 
vaal. 


Mr. BYLES: I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether the House will have an oppor- 
tunity of discussing any proposals the 
(rovernment may make for the establish- 
ment of responsible government in the 
Transvaal and Orange River Colony. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Yes, Sir, an opportunity will be given of 
discussing the question. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) : 
Will it be given before the House rises 
for the holidays 3 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 


Icannot say when it will be. 


The Education Bill. 


Dr. MACNAMARA (Camberwell, N.) 
asked the Prime Minister whether he 
could so arrange that the important series 
of Amendments to Clause 4 of the 
Education Bill standing in the name of 
the President of the Board of Education, 
including one permitting denominational 
school managers in special cases to con- 
tract themselves out of the Act of 1902 
and the present Bill, should receive 
discussion. As the Amendments were 
placed at the end of Clause 4 it was 
practically certain as matters stood that 
they would be put to the House on 
Wednesday at 10.30 without debate. 


Str H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I think it is clear that ample time will in 
fact be secured for the discussion of the 
Important matters referred to by my hon. 
friend, if only because all the points 
ccntained in the new Amendments are in 
effect raised by Amendments to Clause 4 
which occur quite early on the Paper, and 
which, so far as I can see, will receive full 
and ample discussion. 
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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of London) 
asked what would be the distribution of 
the work of Supply in the days yet 
remaining. He understood the Govern- 
ment intended to give only twenty days 
for Supply instead of the maximum of 
twenty-three days which had been com- 
monly but not always given. 


Sirk H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
said on Thursday next the Irish Esti- 
mates would be taken, beginning with 
the Vote for the Congested! Districts 
Board. On July 5th the Foreign Office 
Vote would ke taken, and, if possible, a 
short time would be given for the further 
consideration of Scotch Estimates the 
discussion of which was shortened by the 
interposition of a private Bill. On July 
12th the Army Estimates would be 
taken, when the Secretary of State for 
War would make a further statement. 
If possible, the vote for the Board of 
Agriculture would also be taken. On 
July 13th they would take the Navy 
Estimates, Vote 8. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: When will 
the Volunteer Vote be taken ? 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
It will be the second Vote on the day 
set apart for the Army Estimates 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR asked whether, 
if a third day was given for Irish Supply, 
the Chief Secretary’s Vote would be put 
down on that day. It was desired by 
some representative of the Irish minority 
to raise some points of importance on 
that Vote. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) 
said the Irish Members would expect 
three days for Irish Supply. That was 
the minimum that had been granted in 
former years. He hoped the Irish Mem- 
bers would be consulted before the 
question of the particular Irish Supply 
to be taken was decided. 


Str H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
said that was a reasonable request. The 
Government would be glad to receive 
suggestions from the Irish Members -»4 
from all parts of the House. 
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Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he did not 
think it would be wise to limit the 
debate on the Foreign Office Vote by 
taking Scottish Estimates that day. 


Mr. WEIR pointed out that Scotland 
had fared worse this year than in any 
year in the last fifteen years. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Any apparent neglect of Scottish affairs 
is due to our excessive desire to give the 
fullest consideration to Scottish measures 
and to make adequate inquiry before 
framing them. 


Mr. WEIR: My reference was not to 
dJegislation but to Supply. 


Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD: 
When will the Colonial Vote be taken ? 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I cannot name a day at present. 


CoLoNEL WILLIAMS (Dorsetshire 
W.) asked at what hour the Board of 
Agriculture vote would be taken on July 
12th. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
It depends on the debate on the Army 
Votes. 


PREVENTION OF CORRUPTION BILL 
{LorDs]. 


Reported, with an Amendment, from 
the Standing Committee on Trade, etc. 


Ordered, That the Report do lie upon 
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| “To repeal the provisions of the 
Metropolitan Police Act, 1839, with 
respect to the Removal of Offensive 
| Matter in places within the Metropolitan 
| Police Act, 1839, with respect to the 
| Removal of offensive matter in places 
| within the Metropolitan Police District,” 
presented by Mr. John Burns; to be 
read a second time To-morrow, and to be 
printed. [Bill 268.] 


DANGEROUS PERFORMANCES BILL. 
“To consolidate and amend the Law 
relating to the employment of girls, boys, 
or women in Dangerous Performances,” 
| presented by Mr. Herbert Samuel ; to be 
| read a second time To-morrow, and to be 
printed. [Bill 269.] 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) 
ACT (1894) AMENDMENT BILL. 

“To amend the Local Government 
(Scotland) Act, 1894,” presented by Mr. 
Cathcart Wason ; supported by Mr. 
Ainsworth, Mr. Harmsworth, Mr. John 
Dewar, Mr. Weir, Mr. Crombie, Mr. 
Gulland, Sir Henry Craik, Viscount 
Dalrymple, Sir John Batty Tuke, Major 
Anstruther-Gray, Mr. Younger, Mr. 
Mitchell-Thomson, and Mr. Cross ; to be 
read a second time upon Thursday, and 
to be printed. [Bill 270.] 





PROBATION OF FIRST OFFENDERS 
BILL. 

“To amend the Probation of First 

Offenders Act, 1887; and to authorise 

the appointment of Probation officers,” 





the Table, and be printed. [No. 212.] 
| 

Ordered, That the Minutes of the | 
Proceedings of the Standing Committee | 
be printed. [No. 212.] 
| 
Ordered, That the Bill, as amended (in | 
the Standing Committee), be taken into’ 
consideration To-morrow. | 


STANDING COMMITTEE ON LAW, ETC. | 
Ordered, That the Standing Committee 
on Law have leave to sit To-morrow 
during the Sitting of the House for the | 
consideration of the Workmen’s Com- | 
pensation Bill. —( Mr. Herbert Samuel.) 


| presented 


by Sir Howard Vincent; 
supported by Viscount Helmsley ; to be 
read a second time upon Monday, July 
16th, and to be printed. [Bill 271.] 





EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 
BILL. 


Considered in Committee :— 


(In the Committee.) 
{Mr. Emmott (Oldham) in the Chair.] 
Clause 4 :— 


*Tue CHAIRMAN having ruled out of 
order that Amendments standing 1 
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the names of the hon. Members for 
Spalding, North Hackney, Glasgow and 
Aberdeen University, Chichester, Ludlow, 
Wycombe and Preston, 
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personally he had no objection to their 
being discussed at this time, but he would 
like to know whether it was in order. 


| *THe CHAIRMAN said that on the 
CECIL (Aston | Question of “ may ” or “shall” now under 
Manor) moved to insert the word/consideration there did arise con- 
‘shall” in place of “may.” His desire | siderations affecting many, if not all, 
in so doing was to obtain equal treat-|of the Amendments proposed by the 
ment for all denominations so that they | President of the Board of Education. 
should be enabled to obtain extended | Therefore he thought that it would be for 
facilities. Ifthe purposes of the clause | the convenience of the Committee that 
were carried out, every denomination | the general effect of the Government 
ought to have equal rights to extended | Amendments should be discussed on the 
facilities, but from what they had | present Amendment to some extent, but 
learnt it was perfectly clear that the! that attempts to amend those Amend- 
local educatéon authorities in different | ments in detail must be left until they 
parts of the country would not mete | were reached. 


out equal treatment to the parents | 
*Mr. EVELYN CECIL, continuing, 


who applied. Even the other day 
the County Council for the West Riding | said he failed to see how the Amendment 
of the right hon. Gentleman, which 


of Yorkshire had done its best to drive a 

coach and six through the Act of 1902, | started on the assumption that the local 
and under these circumstances it was | education authority refused to agree to an 
legitimate to ask what would occur in | arrangement with the owners of the 
many parts, Wales, for instance, granting | schoolhouse, covered the whole ground 
the word “may” remained and “shall” | of Clause 4. Take this case. He would 
was not inserted. Supposing in the case assume that the schoolhouse had been 
of asmall village in Wales four-fifths of | transferred. After an interval of some 
the parents applied for extended facilities. months, or years, the parents of four-fifths 
What guarantee was there that the local | of the children in the particular district 
education authority would accede to their | desired to get extended facilities for their 
request ? It was most important, in} children. The schoolhouse had already 
view of what had happened in the| been handed over to the use of the 


*Mr. EVELYN 





West Riding of Yorkshire and Wales and | 


elsewhere, that Parliament should clearly 
explain its intentions and make this 


clause mandatory. The right hon. 
Gentleman the Minister for Educa- 


tion had said more than once that he 
did not intend these extended facili- 
ties to be illusory. If that was his 
view he could hardly fail to accept the 
Amendment. He could not see how 
the clause could ‘be 
illusory if it was not made mandatory. 
The right hon. Gentleman had just given 
notice of a number of other Amendments 
whieh made confusion worse confounded. 
He had spent some time in trying to find 
out how they were to affect this clause, 
hut he did not see that they covered the 
whole ground, though some filled up the 
gaps now admittedly left open in drafting 
the Bill. 


Dr. MACNAMARA (Camberwell, N.) 


said it was impossible to carry on the 


otherwis# than | 


local education authority, and the local 
authority refused to grant the facilities. 
What was to happen after that? There- 
| fore as he did not see that the Amend- 
| ments of the right hon Gentleman 
grappled adequately with the question 
he felt that his own Amendment was 
all the more necessary. It was much 
the simpler way of dealing with the 
matter. The alteration of “may” to 
“shall” was plain and simple _legis- 





‘lation, while the Amendments _ of 
the right hon. Gentleman seemed 
to him to be very complicated. It was 


easy to imagine from existing circum- 
stances what different tempers local 
education authorities might be in. 
In one case the local education 
authority might be in the humour 
to refuse the facilities altogether. In 
another they might be in the humour 
to refuse them to Chureh of England 
parents, but not to Roman Catholics 
or to Jews. Such a thing would be an 








debate without referring to the Amend- act of gross injustice, and certainly 
ments of the right hon. Gentleman, and ' was not intended by Parliament.. Then 
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why should not Parliament say so in the 
Bill? Further, if the local education 
authority was left to decide the question 
of giving facilities to four-fifths of the 
children, there would be a_ serious 
risk of religious quarrels at every 
local election, and he ventured to think 
that if the right hon. Gentleman did 
not make the clause mandatory the 
religious difficulty would continue 
as much in the future as in the 
ast. They applied for equal treatment. 
t was not so long ago that the Prime 
Minister, speaking at Norwich on 
November 26th, 1904, said— 

“We want the child to be brought up in the 
faith of his father at least until he comes t o 
such an age as to be qualified to be a judge 
of a faith for himself.” 

The right hon. Gentleman went on to say 
that the object of the Liberal Party was 
to secure perfect freedom of conscience 
and equal treatment. That quotation 
showed that the Prime Minister at 
that time was in favour of some 
such Amendment, and if that was 
the view upon which the Radical 
Party went to the country why could 
they not now accept the Amendment he 
moved ?_ With regard to the penalties, he 
supposed if this clause was made 
mandatory the proper course would be 
for the Board of Education to apply for 
a mandamus against the local authority 
in fault. But the better course, in his 
view, would be for the Board of Education 
to withhold the Parliamentary grants 
until such time as the local authority 
had complied with the mandatory condi- 
tions under Clause 4. _ If the Amendment 
was accepted he would suggest that the 
right hon. Gentleman the Minister for 
Education should introduce the penalties 
required on the lines he had just 
suggested. In urging the importance of 
the Amendment he might be allowed 
to say a word once more on the 
value of denominational teaching. Many 
believed that undenominational teaching 
was simply laying down a method by which 
everybody was to be a law unto them- 
selves. He did not desire to press 
one kind of denominational teaching 
as against another, from this particular 
point of view. What was important was 
that denominational teaching should 
guide the growing youth of the country, 
watch over it with a helping hand, 
and save it from drifting away towards 
that indifference which as a rule led to a 


Mr. Evelyn Cecil, 
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career of selfishness and crime. He 
claimed that the parents of the children 
should be able to obtain the special 
kind of religious teaching they desired, 
He felt convinced that unless they aimed 
at securing that right to the parents, by 
the adoption of this Amendment, the 
Bill had no chance of being regarded as 
a final settlement of the religious 
question. 


Amendment proposed— 


“Tn page 2, line 39, to leave out the word 
‘may,’ and insert the word ‘shall.’”—(Mr, 
Evelyn Cecil.) 


Question proposed, “That the word 
‘may’ stand part of the clause.” 


THE PRESIDENT or THE BOARD or 
EDUCATION (Mr. BrrreELL, Bristol, N.) 
said he quite agreed with the hon. Men- 
ber for Aston Manor that probably it 
was difficult for him to give reasons 
why the Government could not accept 
this Amendment without indicating very 
shortly the general effect and purport 
of the Amendments which now appeared 
on the Paper in his name. He thought 
that when the matter was fairly con- 
sidered, having regard to the fact that 
the new Government Amendments did 
not in any way raise questions new to the 
Committee, but, as it were, only fixed 
and combined in a consecutive form 
separate Amendments which were now 
scattered up and down the Amendment 
Paper, the Committee would agree that 
time would not be lost if he were allowed 
very shortly to state the general effect 
and purport of those Amendments by 
way of answer to the Amendment which 
had just been moved. Clause 4 was the 
only clause with which they were now 
concerned, and any observations he made 
must BM considered as rigorously confined 
to that clause. Clause 4, as originally 
drafted, was admittedly an obvious excep- 
tion to the whole scheme and plan of the 
Bill as laid down in the first and most 
important clause. It had been called, 
and he did not quarrel with the word, an 
excrescence on the Bill ; but it was, in the 
opinion of the Government, a necessary 
clause, and therefore ought to be made an 
effective clause, in consequence of what 
followed on the Committee adopting 
Clause 1 in the form it was introduced 
with the kind of religious teaching which 
followed on that. It had often been put 
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to him and the Government that if they 
had only had, in the preparation of their 
Bill and in deciding on the scheme they 
would adopt, the courage to base their 
measure either on an entirely secular 
scheme or to adopt ‘the facilities all- 
round” proposal, there would have been 
no necessity for Clause 4, and the 
supporters of the Government would 
have been spared a burden on their 
political minds and opinions by the 
appearance, in a measure which they 
wished to support, of a clause that had an 
undoubted denominational flavour and 
character. That, however, was inaccu- 
rate. Had they adopted the secular sys- 
tem, or the “ all-round facilities ” system, 
he would at that moment have been face 
to face with all the difficulties which had 
made Clause 4 necessary ; because it was 
not to be supposed that Roman Catholics 
or Jews or Anglicans would be content to 
say that their religious feeling was satisfied 
by setting aside three-quarters of or half an 
hour each day for the purpose of teaching 
acatechism or formulary. The Govern- 
ment would have been told that 
that was the least part of religious 
education—that it consisted of more than 
that, namely, the spirit animating the 
instruction—a spirit which was to be 
found, as much, he hoped, in a council 
school as in a voluntary school. It 
was quite a mistake to suppose that the 
Government would have got rid of any of 
their difficulties if they had adopted either 
the plain secular system or the plan of 
facilities to everybody to come into a 
school for half an hour at the beginning 
of every day. Clause 4 was a purely 
voluntary clause—that was to say, there 
was no kind of obligation on the local 
education authority to take over a school, 
nor was there any obligation on them, if 
they weré anxious to take over a school, 
to give extended facilities. On the First 
Reading of the Bill he said that this clause 
left everything to the local education 
authority, and that that authority might 
do as it liked in the matter. That was a 
clear statement as to the character of this 
clause, and then, as soon as the Bill was 
drafted, the Amendment Paper became 
crowded with Amendments propos- 
ing to substitute “shall” for “may.” 
Therefore the Government had to con- 
sider whether or not they could in these 
four-fifths schools meet the views which 
were represented by those Amendments. 
One of the new Amendments which stood 
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in his name sought to remove the risk of 
any existing voluntary school which ful- 
filled the conditions (a) and () of the first 
sub-section being improperly refused by 
the local education authority the ex- 
tended facilities contemplated by the 
clause. How did they suggest that that 
should be done? By providing for an 
appeal to the Board of Education, in the 
event of the refusal of a local authority to 
make arrangements for the transfer of such 
a school on the terms of the clause. That 
appeal having been given, he hoped the 
necessity for it would very rarely occur ; 
but whenever it did, the Board might, 
if it thought fit, after considering the 
circumstances of the case and the wishes 
of the parents of the children attending 
the school as to the continuance of the 
school with extended facilities, make its 
own order as to the terms and conditions, 
including conditions as to extended 
facilities. Such an order, of course, when 
once made must be complied with. It 
would be the duty of a local education 
authority to comply with any condition 
contained in any arrangement made by 
such an order. But there was an alterna- 
tive. This new clause provided that, if 
under any special circumstances of the 
case the Board thought it expedient, 
they might make an order allowing the 
school to continue as a State-aided school, 
receiving the Parliamentary grant, but 
not rate aid. He quite understood the 
objection on principle which every 
educationist must entertain to schools 
standing out of the national system ; 
but this was an exception grafted on an 
exception. Assuming (a) and (h) to 
be fulfilled, he was confident that it 
was not likely that the local education 
authorities would take it on themselves 
to refuse extended facilities, but he did 
not quarrel with Gentlemen in any part 
of the House who thought that the 
possibility of their doing so was sufti- 
ciently real to entitle them to some 
statutory protection. People were cer- 
tainly entitled to be cautious in this 
House and to consider remote possibili- 
ties, particularly when the matter con- 
cerned was one so vital, as they thought, 
to the interests of the children. But no 
one would think that it was very likely 
that in many instances the local educa- 
tion authority would, conditions (a) 
and (5) having been fulfilled, decline to 
enter into an arrangement because, if 
they did so, they would have to grant 
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facilities. But supposing they did, then 
came the new Amendment giving an 
appeal to the Board of Education ; and 
assuming that the Board supported the 
appellants and thought it was reasonable 
that the school should be taken over on 
the terms of extended facilities being 
given, it was more unlikely that any 
local authority would refuse to be guided 
by the Board of Education. If, however, 
they still;jheld out, there was a mandamus. 
He confessed he would not allow himself 
to contemplate the possibility of a local 
education authority anywhere refusing 
to obey an order of the King’s Bench. 
Was there any county in England or 
Wales where the King’s writs did not 
run? Certainly not. Therefore the 
mandamus was a most powerful engine 
whereby to effect the purpose they had 
in view. But there was an alternative 
suggested even to the mandamus, and 
that was that the Board of Education, 
under any special circumstances of the 
case, might, if they thought it wise, 
allow the school to continue and to 
become a State-aided school, receiving 
the Parliamentary grant, but not being 
entitled to rate aid. He was therefore 
entitled to say they were dealing with a 
most remote contingency. Such a case 
was very unlikely to arise. But there 
was another Amendment which provided 
for a further contingency, he hoped even 
more improbable. Let them assume that 
the local authority had taken over a 
school on the terms provided in (a) and 
(b) and had not conferred the facilities 
though the school had been transferred, 
the relations between the school managers 
and the local authority might become 
strained — unhappy differences might 
arise, one party being supposed to be 
tyrannical and the other nagging and 
foolish. Such things did arise sometimes 
owing to the folly of people who engaged 
in a long correspondence with each 
other before the difficulty was reached. 
A little common sense on the spot, as 
a rule, got rid of these petty quarrels. 
Assuming, however, that the ditficulties 
became sufticiently serious to make those 
interested in the school feel that their 
four-fifths facilities were really a sham, 
they might, after appeal, contract out, 
as it was called, or stand out, as the 
Government called it, and receive the 
Parliamentary grants only. He thought 
it was wise to insert this clause to show 
their good faith. He did not suppose 
Mr, Birrell. 
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the provisions for contracting out would 
include in any circumstances a serious 
number of schools ; he ventured to hope 
they would not include any. These 
Amendments constituteda betterand wiser 
scheme in the interests of all concerned 
than they could have by simply turning 
the word “may” into the word “shall.” 
The advantages would be obvious. The 
Government Amendments secured that, 
if there was any difference as between 
the authority and a four-fifths school 
as to whether it should be taken over, 
there should be an appeal, with the 
result that, if in the opinion of the Board 
of Education the school should be taken 
over, it had to be taken over. In that 
sense it might become an obligation on 
the local authority to take over the school 
on the conditions and terms fixed by the 
Board of Education on the appeal. In 
the Bill, as introduced, there was no 
obligation, except in the case of schools 
held under an educational trust, which 
could not be carried out without transfer 
to the local authority, to come to an 
agreement for the taking over of a school. 
Everything was voluntary. The rent 
was a matter of bargain between the 
parties, and if they came to no terms 
the bargain would be off. Having 
altered all that, and made it possible by 
appeal to the Board of Education that 
the local authority should be required to 
take the school over, the Government 
held it to be much fairer and more 
conducive to voluntary arrangements to 
say at once that in these four-fifths 
schools the question of rent should not 
become an opportunity of haggling 
between parties, but should be eliminated. 
The Government also had an Amendment 
as to the ballot, the object of which was 
to safeguard and secure condition (a). 
He did not suppose anyone would object 
to a ballot being taken in order that there 
might be no doubt that the wishes of the 
parents had been genuinely and properly 
ascertained. In the same interest it was 
proposed to provide that no child should 
be reckoned who had not been in average 
attendance for six months. The object 
was plain and clear. It was to prevent 
any manipulation or moving about of the 
children from one school to another simply 
for the purpose of obtaining those facili- 
ties, which would most certainly interfere 
with the ascertaining. of the genuine 
denominational character of the school. 
As soon as that had been ascertained by 
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ballot there would be no difficulty in 
satisfying any person that the school 
which had stood that ordeal was the very 
kind of school contemplated by the 
machinery of this particular clause. 
These Amendments were, he submitted, 
better calculated than the Amendment to 
give effect to the desire of hon. Gentle- 
men opposite, and his own desire and 
that of the Government that the facilities 
contemplated should be genuine. 


Lorp EDMUND TALBOT (Sussex, 
Chichester) said he had asked the leave 
of his right hon. friend the Leader of the 
Opposition to intervene in the debate now 
because he was not allowed, by his doctor’s 


orders, to remain in the House for any | 
He was very anxious to | 


length of time. 
be allowed to say one or two words from 
the Catholic point of view with reference 
to these proposals of the Minister for 
Education. He looked at the question 
of Clause 4 entirely at this moment 
from the point of view of his Catholic 
co-religionists. He might say at once 
that these proposals of the Government 
had been received by the Catholic body with 
great disappointment and much surprise. 
They thought—they were led to believe, 
in fact—that it was admitted by the 
Government that Clause 4 was inserted 
in the Bill for the purpose of meeting 
their case. They would very much like 
to know whether at the time the 
Government inserted that clause, and 
at the time the right hon. Gentleman 
received the Jewish deputation, he was 
aware that that clause, instead of meeting 
the Catholic case, destroyed practically 
one half of their schools. If the Govern- 
ment, in drafting their clause, were not 
aware of that fact, then the Catholics 
felt that they had some right, even 
though a minority, to ask to have it 
explained why the clause had not been 
altered for the purpose of meeting their 
case, As the clause stood, nearly one- 
fourth of their schools were absolutely 
cut out by the 5,000 limitation. Practi- 
cally another fourth of their schools were 
wiped out by the four-fifths limitation. 


As a matter of fact, practically one- | 
half o| their schools, instead of being | 


helped by this clause, were destroyed, 
and ceased to exist as Catholic schools. 
With regard to the new proposals, they 
were anxious to know what effect sub- 
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section (6) had on them. It did not 
appear to him and his co-religionists 
that there was any security that these 
Amendments would be operative unless 
the local education authority were com- 
pelled to find accommodation for the 
one-fifth balance in the school. That 
was a point on which they would like 
some enlightenment. They would also 
like to know how these Amendments 
were going to apply to new schools. 
They did not see in the proposals of the 
Government wherein—— 


*Toe CHAIRMAN: Iam afraid I must 
stop the noble Lord. We cannot discuss 
new schools on Clanse 4. They come in 
Clause 5. 





Lorp EDMUND ‘1ALBOT said he 
apologised if he had gone too far. Might 
he ask the Government to explain 
on what principle they made the limitation 
of the 5,000 area? Itseemed to Catholics 
that the Government were putting a 
different value on the soul of a country 
child as compared with that of a 
town child. They wanted to know 
on what principle, in places where there 
was a Catholic school outside the 5,000 
limitation, and in the same locality 
another school, the Catholics in that 
locality were to have meted out to 
them different treatment from what 
they would have in an urban area. 
With reference to the proposal of 
contracting out, the new Amendments, 
he admitted, might have in theory some 
attractions. In the form in which it was 
put in this Amendment it meant starva- 
tion. It was unfair and cruel on the 
teachers, unless the Government accepted 
the Amendment which the hon. Member 
for North Camberwell had very rightly 
and properly put down on behalf of 
his own jprofession. But if the Govern- 
ment did accept that Amendment, then 
the scheme, so far as the Catholics were 
concerned, was absolutely unworkable. 
It was unfair to the children, because 
it cut them out and deprived them of 
taking their share in the scholarships 
and in the general advantages to be 
gained in the district ir which they 
lived. And all this was done at the 
expense of depriving Catholics of the 
rent. It appeared to some of them, 
‘at any rate, that the proposeu ..bolition 
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of the rent clause, to which the right 
hon. Gentleman had alluded, was very 
near breaking the promise given by the 
Government. If he might be allowed, 
he should like before he sat down to 
read Resolutions which had been passed by 
the Watching Committee of the Catholic 
Educational Councils on these new 
Amendments, and which had the ap- 
proval of the Catholic bishops. These 
Resolutions were passed on Saturday last. 
The first was— 

“That the Committee, having considered 
the proposed Government Amendments to 
Clause 4, is of opinion that they fail to meet 
any of the substantial objections which the 
council have already submitted to the bishops 


as being among the grounds upon which in 
their opinion the Bill ought to be opposed.” 
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Secondly — 


‘Having considered the effect of the 
proposals to set up a class of State-aided 
schools, the Committee is of opinion that the 
provisions for establishing such a class as set out 
in the Government Amendments are open to 
the same objections as caused the Committee 
to pass on June 18th the following Resolu- 
tion: ‘That the Committee, having considered 
the probability of a system of contracting out 
of the Education Bill being proposed for the 
acceptance of the Catholic body, declares that 
any such proposal must be opposed as strongly 
as the Bill as it stands, unless it be accom- 
panied by adequate Government grants havin 
regard to the cost of education in the sesnthed 
schools of the respective areas.’ ” 


Lastly — 

“The Committee therefore submit that the 

Government’s Amendments to Clause 4 as set 
out in the Parliamentary Papers of June 23rd 
be opposed.” 
These Resolutions, as he had said, had 
the approval of the bishops of his Church. 
In their opinion the only practical result 
of the new proposals was that they de- 
prived them of the rent promised in the 
Bill, and gave an appeal to the Board of 
Education with the only possible result 
that that Board could give them an 
order to starve. 


Mr. BLAKE (Longford, 8.) said it 
had been alleged that this Amendment 
would be an excrescence on the Bill. 
He believed that it would be nothing 
of the kind; it was really an essential 
part of the whole. Under Clause 1, 
how did the voluntary schools stand ? 
After the Committee passed that portion 
of the Bill, it was pointed out that 
unless such words as “except in so far 


Lord Edmund Talbot, 
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as subsequent clauses would alter their 
condition” were accepted these schools 
would be wiped out of existence. They 
would receive no recognition, they would 
be eliminated from the State system; 
they would not get any Exchequer grants 
or even have a right to that portion of 
the rates which the Catholic owners of the 
schools and the parents attending them 
had paid. It was obvious that except 
in the rare instances of endowed Catholic 
schools, or Catholic schools provided 
by wealthy patrons, the Catholic 
schools would be wiped out by Clause 
1 unless they were revived by some 
special provisions. Clause 2 was the 
first attempt to provide for the essential 
work of revivification. The Government 
acknowledged that it was not their 
intention to wipe out these schools, 
but to make provision for the continuance 
of the work of education in the buildings 
of the voluntary schools. They recog- 
nised the rights of the owners and 
parents of the children attending these 
schools; but the words of the clause, 
after a long discussion, did not carry out 
the intention of the Government. It 
was said that the Catholics ought to have 
faith that the voluntary measure would 
be acted on and would be accepted by 
the local authorities, and that to impose 
compulsion on the local authorities would 
be harmful and intolerable. It was on 
the same principle that they were now 
asked to accept Clause 4, “save in so 
far as subsequent Amendments should 
be incorporated in that clause.” That 
being the clause for the resuscitation 
of the Catholic schools, they must carefully 
scrutinise both the original provisions 
and the proposed Amendments. The 
Catholic case generally was that the 
great principle of admission, subject 
to such conditions and _ stipulations 
as this House might determine, should 
be defined and settled here in this central 
Parliament. It was here and here alone 
that the voice of the whole country 
could determine on what general terms 
and principles a settlement of this 
great educational question could be accom- 
plished. He thought the House of 
Commons would not be equal to its 
great position if it threw into the hands 
of local areas and local education 
authorities, not elected for educational 
purposes only, a task to which it had 
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been itself unequal. No greater humilia- 
tion could be put on the House of Commons 
than that it should abdicate its position 
in this way. The Amendment of the 
hon. Member, which he supported, asserted 
the view that the principle of admission 
should be placed beyond the power 
of the local authorities. Purely ad- 
ministrative questions might be dealt 
with by the local areas and local educa- 
tion authorities, although their decisions 
even on these questions were not to be 
final. But the primary principle of 
admission should be settled by Parliament 
and so also should the provisions of 
Clause 4 be made mandatory. 
These two parts of the question were 
entirely distinct, all that part connected 
with the design—whether the school was 
to be taken over under the limitations 
prescribed — being quite distinct from 
the other. The appeal on those questions 
which were to be in the first instance 
decided by the local authority was 


a great improvement and an essential | 


security. But that did not in the least 


modify the objection of Roman Catholics | 


to leaving to the local authority the de- 
cision as to whether a school should be 
admitted. That was their position on the 
clause as originally produced, and they had 
to ask themselves whether anything had 
taken place which would justify them in 
withdrawing from that position—the aban- 
donment of Amendments on the subject of 
“shall” instead of “may” in order that 


they might adopt as satisfactory the pro- | 
posal of the right hon. Gentleman. These | 
facilities concerned more vitally than | 


those of any other denomination, except 
perhaps the Jews, the Roman Catholic 
schools. Very large facilities were given 
to the schools of the Roman Catholic 
denomination under Clause 3, but they 
were of small or no importance ; but the 
facilities under Clause 4 were to them the 
essential part of the Bill. There was no 


foundation so far as their information | 


went for the view that the facilities 
under Clause 4 as it stood would apply to 
more than about half the Roman Catholic 
schools, which made it still more essential 


that where they did apply they should be | 


made operative. Therefore, when the 
time came it would be their duty to move 
Amendments which would make these 
facilities applicable to a larger number of 
schools, Probably less than half the 
Roman Catholic schools would come 
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within the four-fifths Clause, and that 
in his judgment would be a most de- 
plorable condition of things, which would 
demand consideration at the appro- 
priate time, rendering it far more 
essential for them to see that in the 
comparatively limited number of schools 
where it could come into  opera- 
tion, the clause should be made 
as effective as it could possibly be. 
Let the Committee consider for a 
, moment what the condition of things was 
in which it was to become effective. 
What was the character of the school 
population that existed, and was to 
be dealt with? It was a school containing 
Jews, Roman Catholics, or others. The 
others were provided for else where, and 
it was therefore only those of one faith 
with whom this clause dealt. So far as 
they dealt with them for the purposes of 
secular education they observed the 
right rules for efficiency and saw that the 
State got an educated citizen. The 
only privilege these children of one faith 
had was that their education should be 
conducted simultaneously with the 
religious training of their own faith. 
How many Members of this House 
were there who in their calm and 
considered moments would think that it 
was otherwise than right and just that 
under these conditions the religion of 
the children should be taught ina way 
which their pastors and parents believed 
was the only way in which it could be 
effectively taught in the schools? That 
was the proposition the principle of which 
he wanted recognised by Parliament by a 
| declaration of the right to have facilities 
if the conditions were complied with. 
Why should they throw it as a bone of 
contention to the different areas, to be 
decided with all the heat and bitterness 
that this question raised, without the 


light and instruction of this great 
central Parliament acting for all? Why 
‘not declare in favour of religious 


freedom, which could do no harm to any 
man, woman, or child? Why not settle 
the question once and for all by taking it 
out of the hands of the local authorities 
and not inviting them to exercise an 
| option as they were invited by the Bill 
/as drawn? Why should it be said that 
,this great principle could not be de- 
|clared once and for all? Right hon. 
| and hon, Gentlemen had said that they 
‘did not believe that this was a case in 
'which the local authorities, if they 
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had the power, would care to exercise it. 
If there was such an overwhelming 
opinion in that direction, was not that 
an overwhelming reason for settling 
it once and for all? He thought the 
obvious duty of Parliament was not 
to throw this bone of contention to 
the local authorities. His view was that 
the declaration of the principle which 
they hoped to accomplish by the passing 
of this Amendment, and the appeal to 
the central authority could do more than 
anything else that he could suggest 
to obviate unjust treatment in those 
matters which in a primary state were 
left in the control of the local authorities. 
They must not permit the details of 
this measure to be made the pretext for 
a reconsideration of the principles which 
had already in theory been grafted on 
to an Act of Parliament. There must 
be an appeal to the central author- 
ity, because, Parliament having decided 
how the general point should be settled 
by a legislative Act, there must be 
reserved a final appeal to the central 
authority with the same responsibility, the 
same broad view, andthe same constitution+ 
He agreed with the right hon. Gentle- 
man the Minister for Education that 
the introduction of an appeal was an 
important improvement. As to the 
proposal of a ballot, some form must be 
adopted to determine whether four-fifths 
desired this change; he supposed that 
it was to be done by a vote, and, for his 
part, he had not a word to say against 
the ballot. ‘The next was a most im- 
portant provision — that in cases in 
which there were four-fifths in favour 
of facilities, those facilities should be 
granted. But, there was to be no pay- 
ment of rent at all. The Minister 
for Education would excuse him for 
saying that he could not characterise 
that proposal otherwise than as mean 
and shabby. He submitted that the 
large use of the buildings by the 
trustees might involve some question 
of rent to be paid by the education 
authority for the use of buildings during 
the remaining time. That was a question 
just as much as the use that was given on 
Saturday and Sunday. But let them take 
the substance of the section. The authority 
obtained by this arrangement the use of 
the buildings for all the purposes for which 
it was entitled to interfere. Was it to 
pay nothing for that to the owners who 
had built and improved the schools under 


Mr. Blake. 
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circumstances of peculiar difficulty 3 
Was it possible that Parliament would 
adopt that view? Although to those for 
whom he spoke this question was of 
great importance, he admitted that their 
primary object was to obtain that free. 
dom of religious instruction which they 
believed to be essential ; and if they were 
to be told that they were to be deprived 
of portion of the rent, if that was the 
price that Parliament was going to exact 
for religious freedom, he was sure that 
rather than go without the facilities they 
would pay the extorted price. But 
before it was decided to demand that 
price, let them consider whether it was a 
wise course to take. It was possible there 
might be some advantage from that course 
of action; it was possible that it might 
lead to the easier making of bargains, 
Their cardinal objection was that there 
was no declaration at present of a right 
or duty to give these general facilities, 
In the clauses providing for appeal there 
were some words which might indicate that 
facilities were to be given, but they left it 
open. He agreed with those who said 
that schools which, upon appeal to the 
Board of Education,. might be con- 
tracted out, and only entitled to State 
aid and not rate aid, would in most 
cases be exposed to absolute starvation. 
No one doubted that schools that were 
defective in structural facilities, in educa- 
tional arrangements, and in salaries to 
teachers would be allowed to lag behind. 
If those schools were not taken over by 
the local authority, and if on appeal to 
the Board of Education the answer they 
were to receive was “Go out,” they would 
be turned out into the wilderness. 
The Education Board put a glass of 
water and a loaf of bread in their 
hands and turned them out with 
those supplies as their portion, but 
they were to continue to pay the rates 
for all the schools in their area. What 
was to be done with their share of the 
rates? Was it to be handed back to 
them to carry on, at any rate so far 
as their own share of the rates was con- 
cerned, that public work which they 
were bound to do efficiently for the 
satisfaction of the State, so that the 
population of this country might be 
educated ? It was to be put into the 
pockets of the other ratepayers whose 
children went to the provided schools. 
The burden of the wealthy was to be 
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lightened and that of the poor in- 
creased. He called the provision about 
no rent shabby and mean. This was 
what the right hon. Gentleman asked 
them in effect to be grateful for. Under 
these conditions they might well contend 
that in the name of conscientious scruple 
those other ratepayers of the area 
should decline to receive and put into 
their own pockets the rates paid by 
the parents of the Catholic children. 
He would have liked to have seen a nearer 
approach to justice introduced into the 
Bill. These contracted-out schools, hhow- 
ever efficient the education they gave and 
however good the structure of the premises, 
were not to receive a shilling from 
the public purse. Under these circum- 
stances it was clear that they were bound 
to deal with the Amendment before 
them as a declaration of principle 
which Parliament ought to make, 


Mr. PAUL (Northampton) supported 
the Amendment of the hon. Member 
with the greatest freedom, though he 
hoped less responsibility, because he 
received no support from any of his 
Nonconformist friends when he en- 
deavoured to oppose the third clause 
of the Bill, drawn unwisely and unskil- 
fully, as he thought, for the exclusive 
benefit of the Church to which he be- 
longed. The clause dic. not apply 
alone to the Church on behalf of which 
the hon. Member for South Longford had 
so eloquently pleaded. It applied to the 
Church of England, Wesleyans, and 
Jews. In the course of these debates 
he did not think the efforts of the clergy- 
men of the Church of England in the 
cause of education had always received 
sufficient justice. By the accident of 
birth he knew as much about those 
efforts as any man in the House. The 
man whom of all others in the world he 
most honoured and revered had been 
for more than sixty years a clergyman 
of the Church of England. During the 
whole of that time he had taken an 
active interest in education, secular as 
well as religious. He took it long before 
Parliament recognised its duty in the 
Act of 1870, and there were hundreds 
of other clergymen like him in all parts 
of England. When he saw the President 
of the Board of Education reproached 
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for not having bestowed more com- 
pliments on the Church of England he 
was inclined to ask himself whether an 
established and endowed Church, an 
ancient and a privileged body, would be 
likely or willing to accept or to ask for 
praise of that kind. They might as 
well request a few kind words on behalf 
of the British Constitution. The Church 
of England, moreover, was not only a 
Protestant Church; it was an Erastian 
Church, prepared and almost bound 
to accept such reasonable form of 
Protestant faith as the wisdom of Parlia- 
ment might prescribe. He did not 
think he could deny, if he were driven 
with his back to the wall, that this 
was a Christian and Protestant Bill. 
It followed from that that they owed 
some little indulgence to the Jews and 
Catholics. The Jews in this country 
were a body of very wealthy men. But 
was that the case with the Catholics ? 
It was very much the reverse. No 
Church in this country had spent 
more money and time in the cause 
of education than the Roman Catholic. 
But many of them were exceedingly 
poor. If we were to force upon them 
a form of religious teaching which 
they would not accept, their schools 
would have to be either supported 
out of their poverty or altogether closed. 
When he said this was a Protestant Bill he 
meant that simple Christian teaching— 
which he very much preferred to the 
phrase ‘‘ simple Bible teaching,” because 
there was a great deal of the Bible quite 
unsuited to children—given by laymen 
was suitable to all Protestant churches, 
but with the Roman Catholics it was 
not so. The authority of the Church 
in matters of religion was part of the 
Roman Catholic faith, and this kind of 
teaching was by her regarded as worse 
than nothing. Touse a homely simile, it 
was like offering a man a cigarette after 
a good meal—it was not an imperfect 
form of enjoyment; it was a mockery 
ofarealneed. He did not so much share 
the mistrust of the local authorities 
expressed§ [by [{the hon. Member for 
Aston Manor. He believed ninety- 
nine hundredths of them would do 
absolute justice as between Protes- 
tant and Catholic. But he took 
rather the view expressed . by the hon. 
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Member for South Longford that there 
might be here and there some unreason- 
able body which might, if left to itself, 
throw the whole machinery of the 
Act out of gear. If he were a 
lawyer he should “pray in aid” the 
speech of the President of the Board of 
Education on the Amendment which his 
right hon. friend was nominally opposing, 
for the whole gist of his argument was 
that they must, in the last resort, have re- 
course to amandamus in the King’s Bench, 
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igreat number of doctrines to be pre. 
sented concurrently in the schools. He 
felt fully the force of what the hon. 
Member for North Camberwell said 
the other day about the common religious 
lesson, and he would be glad if there 
could be that common lesson in most 
of their schools, because he desired 
'to see Clause 4 effective and operative. 
He desired that the Catholics, the 
Jews, the Anglicans and the Wesleyans 
/who had schools, should be able to 


and he asked in what part of this country maintain them in their integrity and 
the King’s writ didnotrun. Theu'timate have in them a common atmosphere and 
resource, therefore, under the Bill, as! a common social religious spirit which 


under the Amendment, was compulsion. 
‘hen was it not more reasonable that the 
House should do simply, directly, ana at 
once, what in any case it would have to do 
indirectly and in the long run? Surely 
it was no disparagement of local authori- 
ties to say that in a great measure of 
national policy, a question of the highest 
principle Parliament must itself decide. 
In a case of this kind, involving the 
fate of a large number of schools scattered 
up and down the country, belonging 
to a Church whose members had cheer- 
fully paid rates and taxes for teaching 


other people’s religion, and therefore | 


had some claim that public money should 
be devoted to teaching their own—in a 
case of that kind he did not say that 
Parliament would be cowardly, but it 
would be derogating from its own high 
responsibility if it did not decide this 
matter for itself once and for all. This 
was a far graver question than the mere 
arrangement of items in a curriculum ; 
it went to the bottom, to the radical 


principle upon which education rests, | 


to questions which were agitated long 
before these religious controversies which 
excited perhaps undue interest now, 
questions which led the greatest of all 
philosophers to say, long before religious 


|might be engendered by their teaching. 
{So far from fortifying Clause 4 the 
,Amendments to be proposed by the 
|/Government seemed to be in fatal 
| derogation of it. Many Nonconformists 
|regarded it as intolerable that they 
should be called upon to pay rates for 
(other people’s religion. [‘* Hear hear,” 
from the Minister1AL Benches. | 


Do as you 
_would be done by. 

| 
| 


| Mr. DILLON (Mayo,E.) : 


| Mr. LYTTELTON said that was 
| their point of view, and he had not 
‘the faintest doubt that that belief 
would find root in the minds of numerous 
local authorities. The Minister of Educa- 
tion had throughout the discussions 
'on the Bill recognised and even con- 
| templated acute hostility to Clause 4 
on the part of the local authorities. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The possibility of it. 





* Mr. LYTTELTON thought that, having 
| regard to Nonconformist opinion, it was a 
‘certainty that there would be strenuous 
| opposition, and passive resistance was 
-at the bottom of the feeling. What 





sects began to brawl, that education was | was the position created by the Amend- 
not filling the mind with knowledge, but | ment? Where there was a preponder- 
turning the eye of the soul towards the | ance of four-fifths of the parents of 
light. any particular denomination, the local 
| authority had only to say, “ We will not 

Mr. LYTTELTON  (8t. George’s, | come into your arrangement and we 
Hanover Square) said he regarded Clause | refuse it,” and then there would be an 
4 as one of the most vital and important | appeal. The Board of Education could 
clauses in the Bill, principally because | either reverse the decision of the local 
he believed in denominational educa-| authorities or they could make the 
tion, and also because ‘ie had some | school a State-aided school. What was 
distrust ‘o ‘facilities whicl. allowed a the President of the Board of Education 


Mr. Paul. 
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likely to do? The right hon. Gentle- 
man knew what it would mean to threaten 
people with imprisonment for disobeying 
an Order of the King’s Bench. he 
knew that Nonconformists and others 
were quite willing to go to prison rather 
than pay a rate for the establishment 
and maintenance of a Roman Catholic 
schocl. If that state of things arose, what 
would be the position of the Board of Edu- 
cation, provided they were human beings, 
as he supposed they were? Of course 
they would shrink from the remedy of 
mandamus and resort to starving out 
Roman Catholic schools by reducing 
them to absolute difficulties. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, E.) : 
Robbing the Catholics. 


Mr. LYTTELTON said it was 
perfectly clear that a department would 
always take the line of least resistance. 
There were some departments in the 
past to which that general indictment 
did not apply, but as a general rule it 
was quite true. They had this local 
authority with local knowledge and 
prejudice against the Roman Catholic 
schools and denominational — schools 
which were Anglican or Jewish. Then 
there was the natural pressure which 
they could bring to bear in the locality, 
and there was the mandamus with all 
its terrors in the distance and to which 
no department ever wished to resort. 
Against all these difficulties they were 
to have an appeal to a department 
whose general policy was against dencomi- 
national schools and against the poor 
people who in the future would have not 
only to continue the struggle to keep 
their own schools, but also to tax 
themselves for the benefit of other 
schools which must under this clause 
exist and compete with them. That 
was the sort of thing that was hailed 
with applause by those who were anxious 
to attack denominational education. 
Was there ever a stranger methcd 
adopted of trying to satisfy those who 
were not content with Clause 4 as it 
stood in its permissive condition, and 
endeavouring to abate the hostility 
they must naturally feel to the non- 
mandatory character of the clause? He 
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most emphatically urged the Committee 
not to be taken in by this extraordinary 
and illusory provision. There was no 
excuse for anyone being taken in after 
the speech of the Minister for Education, 
who was nothing if not candid. He 
told them that if a difficulty arose in 
the enforcement of their remedy there 
was behind them the State-aided school. 
What a preposterous admission! That 
was the very thing they had been con- 
templating all along, namely, the opposi- 
tion of the locality to the clause and 
to the denominational schools and the 
attempt to enforce it by the Board of 
Education. Assuming that Board was 
willing to attempt to reverse the decision 
of the local authority, then there 
would be resistance by the local authority 
passive or active, and the Government 
Department placed in this position was 
not to enforce that which they had 
decided to be just, namely, the reversal 
of the local authority’s decision, but 
were to return to the pre-1$02 state, 
which every hon. Member who really 
understood the educational problem 
and every single expert regarded as a 
disastrous condition of struggling poverty 
which men submitted to who con- 
scientiously desired to maintain the 
faith of their fathers. 
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*Dr. MACNAMARA (Camberwell, N.) 
said that after the Second Reading of 
the Bill he put down an Amerdment 
to sulstitute “shall” for “may.” He 
did not think that in this there was a 
matter of very high principle involved, 
but he thought it was a matter of ad- 
ministrative convenience. The Bill pro- 
vided that four-fifths of the parents oi the 
children must petition, and there was1cw 
to bea ballot to see that the petition was 
a genuine one. The children must have 
been at the schools six months and if 
extended facilities were granted there 
would be no rental. He ventured, to 
think that was a very fair proposal. 
In the fcur-fifths schcols they would get 
cencminational religious _ instruction 
every day. Under the Bill if the 
marageis got a teacher to volurtcer 
they would be in the future as they were 
now, in the matter of religious education 
if the local education authority, agreed, 
and he hop:d _ ey would agree« 
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Mr. CARLILE (Hertfordshire, St. 
Albans): The teacher might be a 
Mahommedan. 


*Dr. MACNAMARA said the clause 
provided that the teacher might be a 
volunteer for giving religious instruction. 
In regard to religious teaching these 
schools would be substantially just as 
well off as they were now. Besides, 
they would be financially much better 
off under the Bill than before. Under 
the Act of 1902 the wear and tear of the 
buildings was a charge upon the public 
authority, while under this Bill in addi- 
tion to the wear and tear the public was 
compelled to pay for the upkeep of the 
fabrics which, according to the late Bishop 
of Manchester, amounted to £700,000 
a year for Church Schools alone. There- 
fore it seemed to him that Roman 
Catholics and other denominationalists 
would be better off than before. Over 
and above that it had to be remembered 
that the denominationalists would have 
the free use of the buildings two days of 
the week, and at least four nights of the 
week. The proposal that there should be 
no rental was a fair one under the 
circumstances. But why not make the 
clause mandatory ? Clause 3 was going 
to be mandatory in effect. The Minister 
for Education said the other day— 

“J still have it in my mind if it cau be done 
—and I think it can—to propose a new clause 
by an amendment of Clause 2, which will make 
it perfectly clear that the local authority, if it 
chooses, may take over aschool and grant those 
facilities.” 

He disagreed with the right hon. Gentle- 
man the Member for the City of London. 
He did not think the local authority would 
be pig-headed when they came down 
to actual committee work. A great 
many people were pig-headed on the 
platform, but it was a curious fact that 
men of all shades of politics and religion, 
when they sat down together day by day 
to the work of actual administration 
were able amicably to settle matters. 
which they did not seem to be able to 
come within a thousand miles of settling 
in this House. He thought that in every 
local authority, however, there might be 
one pig-headed individual. There would 
always be some crank or pig-headed indi- 
vidual who every time the matter came 
up would make a long and acrimonious 
speech as to whether these facilities 
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should be given or not ; he would squabble 
over this matter at local elections. In 
the interest of local government, and 
not of high principle—that was gone 
long ago—the clause as regards the first 
“may” should be turned into “shall.” 
The question was as to harmonious 
working in the locality, and _ the 
Board of Education, or rather the 
President of the Board, had said that he 
would grant an appeal to the Board of 
Education. So far so good, but it was 
a roundabout way of getting the same 
thing for those who thought that they 
had no security. What he desired, and 
what he should certainly vote for, was 
that the Government should make “ may” 
into “shall” inthis line. The alternative 
of contracting-out under the clause had 
been ingeniously styled by somebody as 
the safety valve of Clause 4. He confessed 
that he was more than amazed that a 
proposition of that sort should come from 
the Government—that schools should 
be able to stand outside and yet receive 
State grants. That proposal went 
diametrically across the first clause 
which was the backbone of the Bill. 
It provided— 

“On and after the first day, of January one 
thousand nine hundred and eight, a school 
shall not be recognised as a public elementary 


school unless it is a school provided by the 
local education authority.” 


Therefore those schools which contracted- 
out would not be public elementary 
schools provided by the local authority. 
He had yet to learn how the Government 
could propose to give any Government 
grants to these schools seeing that they 
were not public elementary schools. That 
was a matter which would ultimately have 
to be considered, and Clause 1 would have 
to be materially modified to make 
this proposal consistent with it. 
He strenuously pressed this matter 
oneducational grounds. It was wholly 
alien to the principles of Liberalism 
that there should be schools which 
derived nine-tenths of their income 
from public sources and yet were outside 
of public local control. The Act of 
1902 did bring these schools to a small 
extent within the area of public super- 
vision and control. The proposal now 
brought forward by a Liberal Govern- 
ment was to push them outside, and the 
parson was once more to become the 





~~ 


» 2 4. 3 aed 1B Bie: Som. bk ce ee coe’ © etl ti, <i - ee, ee eee eee 








693 


Education (England 


one-man manager, and the teacher was 
‘to be appointed under religious tests. 
He was elected to see that religious 
tests were abolished in the case of 
teachers; and he was going to get 
them abolished. He did not see 
how the proposal of the Government 
was defensible in any way on Liberal 
principles. Previous to 1902 the 
teachers in the voluntary schools were 
paid 20 per cent. below the teachers in 
the provided schools. Many of the 
local authorities had, with great gene- 
rosity, put the teachers in the non- 
provided schools on the same footing 
as those in the provided schools. This 
proposal would, in the vast majority 
of cases, send these teachers back again 
to the old scale of payment in the volun- 
tary schools after having had two or 
three years well-deserved remuneration 
at the higher salaries. This was an 
amazing proposal to bring before the 
‘Committee. He was _ conscientiously 
bound to speak frankly and _ strongly 
upon it. If adopted, it would 
be disastrous to educational efficiency 
unless they could surround it with most 
scrupulously devised safeguards. It 
would be even more disastrous to the 
lenominations, and he should be sur- 
prised if any denomination gave support 
to such a proposal. The schools had 
been four years under the rates. The 
maintenance of the schools had gone 
up by 20 per cent. How could they 
maintain the level of efficiency which 
would be properly demanded now, if 
compelled to contract out. Once more 
the children of the country were to be 
sacrificed because some obscurantists 
wanted to reduce the rates and some 
denominationalists wanted to tighten 
their grip on the schools. The right hon. 
Gentleman the President of the Board of 
Education had said this would only 
happen under special circumstances and 
in rare cases. He was perfectly confident 


that the President of the Board of 
Education did not realise—not the 
religious bitterness of the _ local 
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authorities, for he did not think that) 


would come into play much when 


once they had got to work behind | 


closed doors—but the desire of the local 


e lucation authorities to get a reduction of | 


the rates. Every school they could compel 


to contract-out would mean a reduction | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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of the rates, and the local authorities 
in order to get the rates reduced would 
make the conditions under Clause 4 so 
onerous as to compel the denomina- 
tionalists to contract-out. For thirty- 
two years many of the local authorities 
successfully dodged the education 
rate; they said that they preferred 
denominational teaching. He thought 
Lancashire was a classical example of 
that policy. 


Mr. HAROLD COX (Preston) cis- 
sented. 


*Dr. MACNAMARA said Preston was 
one of the worst instances in the whole 
country. When he went to speak at 
Preston, some ten years ago, he had 
given to him a leaflet signed by the 
Mayor stating that Preston had never 
succumbed to the Godless school board 
system. Let Preston, said the Mayor, 
never lose the proud privilege of giving 
the children denominational teaching. 
ut a postcript in heavy clarendon type 
stated that unless the denominational 
system was maintained there would be a 
sixpenny school board rate. That was 
the real trouble. He had supported the 
Act of 1902 right through for the reason 
that that did put these schools on the 
rates, though he admitted certain vital 
That was 


concomitants were omitted. 
waat made the Act unpopular. — If 
there had been more money in the 


central Exchequer—the South African 
war made that impossible—and the right 
hon. Gentleman opposite could have 
put his Bill of 1902 on the central 
Excheyuer, throughout the great bulk 
of the country and particularly in those 
areas which never had a rate before 
they would not have had much passive 
resistance. The whole thing had arisen 
because of hostility to the local rate. 
The religious phase of the problem moved 
only a small number of very zealous 
people. Let them be frank bout this 
matter. He was most anxious about the 
far-reaching effect of this proposal. 
People desired to keep rates at the 
lowest level, and the designedly onerous 
conditions made by local authorities 
would drive these schools to contract- 
out if this proposal were allowed to 
stand. He viewed the whole proposal, 
therefore, with the greatest apprehension, 
and a great deal of disappointment. 
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He did not like to go the length of saying | under Clause 4 the voluntary schools 
that he viewed it with disgust, but he | would get quite as good advantages as 
viewed it with a very near approach to | they had before. He would point out 
that. He thought there could be nothing | that that was not so. So far as they 
worse for the country than that they | knew, the religious instruction under 
should set out to make a national system, | Clause 4 was to be paid for by the denom- 
then push these schools outside of local | inations, and if that teaching was to be 
supervision, and allow them to have nine- | given by the teachers there was no 
tenths of their income from. public) provision in the Bill which ensured 
sources without any scrap of localcontrol. | that those teachers should be such 
That was a thoroughly bad proposal.) as cot'd give the religious teaching 
He was surprised at the quarter from} nominally provided for under the 
which the proposal came. He asked | clause. The rent question did not 
the President of the Board of Education | affect the Church of England schools 
what sort of guarantee could he get that | as much as those of other denomina- 
these poor people would have sufficient | tions. In one or two instances ‘n 
income from private sources in addition | Kent, in which the question of rent 
to the Government grant to keep their, would arise, the Education Depart- 
schools up to the level of the pro-| ment had issued an instalment of a 
vided schools in the area? He asked) Return from which it would be seen 
him what sort of provision would he/{ what was the position of the Educa- 
make for the teachers in those schools? | tion Department. In that return 480 
He maintained that these schools would voluntary schools were dealt with, 375 
have gone long ago had it not been | of which the officials of the Department 
for the zeal and self-sacrifice of the | said were bound by educational trusts. 
voluntary school teachers who had for-|If that were so the statement of 
merly been paid 20 per cent. below the | the right hon. Gentleman was fairly 
salaries of other teachers in the same | possible, that the rent for these 
locality. What assurance was the right | schools would be only a pepper-corn 
hon. Gentleman going to give the Com-|rent. Therefore it was very likely 
mittee that the teachers in the schools | that for only 5 per cent. of the schools 
which were to be thrust out, would be| would any rent be got at all. He 
paid a fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work | thought that in these circumstances 
or that they would have their present | longer time for the discussion of the 
salaries secured to them? He put the | financial proposals in the Bill was more 
matter very strongly, he hoped not} than ever necessary. The Committee 
offensively, but he maintained that the | must be made aware of what was the use 
»roposals of the right hon. Gentleman | that was to be made of the £1,000,000 that 
were reactionary, and he was extremely | was to be voted. It would be within the 
sorry that they had ever been made by a | recollection of the Committee that, during 
Liberal front bench. the consideration of Clause 2, the Presi+ 
'dent of the Board of Education said 

Mr. LAURENCE HARDY (Kent, that when Clauses 3 and 4 came on 
Ashford) said that the present Amend- for discussion, many of the difficulties 
ment was of very considerable import- | that had arisen under Clause 2 would 
ance; but not a single word, except be got out of the way; and that he 
by the right hon. Gentleman, had! hoped the gap the existence of which 
been said against it. That fact alone! he admitted would be filled up in 
should make hon. Gentlemen on the | regard to the local authorities taking 
Ministerial benches pause before they over efficient schools; but under the 
gave their consent to the propositions proposed new Amendments instead of 
put forward by the Minister for Educa- | the gap being filled up it had been 
tion. He agreed with much that had made wider than ever. He would be 
been said by the hon. Member for! very glad to ascertain whether or not 
North Camberwell, but he wished to the State-aided schools which were de- 
enter a caveat against the argument scribed as ‘transferred voluntary 
that they should trust the local authori- schools” would come under Clause 2. 
ties on the question of rent seeing that That was a very important point if they 
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were to be deprived of rent, of any share 
of the rates, and of any advantage of 
having the fabric of the schools main- 
tained. They had heard of the intolerable 
strain as the cause of the Act of 1902, 
especially on the voluntary schools 
in the rural parts of the country, but 
it was these same schools that were 
being cut out from the application of this 
Billif it became law. He entirely agreed 
with the hon. Member for North Camber- 
wellso far as the unfortunate position of 
the teachers was concerned under the new 
Amendments; and he could not under- 
stand how hon. Gentlemen on the 
Ministerial Benches could defend the 
system proposed to be established. 
He insisted that {the clause was very 
dificult to follow, and that it 
was almost impossible to tell how 
the Education Department was to 
find out the desires of the parents or 
to trace out the exact moment at which 
the scheme should be made applicable. 
It seemed to him that Clause 4 should 
be made mandatory, and that it should 
be laid down that the local authorities 
should not be put in a position in which 
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they could act, in the words of the right | 


hon. Gentleman himself, in a manner 
that was not just, righteous, or fair. 
For these reasons he respectfully sug- 
gested that the Government ought to 
accept the Amendment. 


Mr. BELLOC (Salford, 8.) said that 
this was a practical matter, and one 
that was more than ordinarily difficult 
because it related to the future. Nearly 
every argument that had been used in 
favour of making Clause 4 mandatory 
had been presented on some supposed 
action which the local authorities would 
take in the future. He could not say 
too strongly not only for himself, but 
for many Catholics who voted Liberal 
at the last election, and who would vote 
Liberal again, that they as a rule trusted 
the local authorities. They recognised 
that the resistance to the Act of 1902 
was an attempt on the part of Noncon- 


formists to remedy a grievance which | 


might easily have been remedied. He 
admitted that there might be cases in 
which a pig-headed local authority, or 
even a pig-headed individual on a local 
authority, might bring this system of 
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| deadlock. 


national control into contempt and to a_ 
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The question was whether 
the Committee would consent to get 
rid of that deadlock by myaking the 
clause mandatory or by giving under 
the Bill a power of appeal to the Board 
of Education. In either case there 
would have to be coercion, and whether 
that coercion was contained within the 
four corners of the Bill or attained by 
an administrative dodge was of little 
importance. For himself he would 
say that so far as he knew, the 
value of those different methods of 
procedure was very nearly equal. 
If some local authority did not want 
to keep up a four-fifths school it 
would not be blind to the action of the 
Board of Education under the Bill and 
it would not be blind to the other remedy 
which might be afforded. On _ the 
whole, however, he thought it would 
be more straightforward, more logical, 
and more in accordance with his pledges 
to maintain the rights of Catholic schools 
if he voted in favour of the clause being 
made mandatory. 


*Sir FRANCIS POWELL (Wigan) said 
he had among his constituents a large 
body of Roman Catholics, and, admiring 
as he did their work in the cause of 
education, he felt sympathy with them 
in reference to the present situation. He 
hoped this clause would be made man- 
datory, because the decisions of local 
authorities were eminently uncertain 
and liable to be changed from elect on to 
election. Those who lived in the West 
Riding of Yorkshire had had occasion to 
lament the policy of the county council 
which they regarded as unjust, while 
their action was harsh. The High Court 
had also condemned it as illezal. How 
could he support a proposition which 
would give a county counc'l of that kind 
discretion in regard to the facilities to be 
granted under this clause? Local control 
entailed debate on all subject; of educa- 
tion. With a purely secu'ar system it 


might be possible to keep religious ques- 


tions out of the arena, but if they admitted 
religion into the schools the subject could 
not be kept out from‘local controversy. 
He desired to minimise everything which 
would tend to arouse ill-feeling, and there- 
fore ‘he opposed the proposals of the 
Government, believing that they would 
cause strife and the separation of people 
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who ought to be able to work together 
to promote education for the young. 


Mr. ALFRED HUTTON (Yorkshire, 
W.R., Morley) said that all the speeches 
to which they had listened in that 
debate had been in favour of the Amend- 
ment for inserting the word “shall” 
as against “‘ may.” At the risk, however, 
of being called a “ pig-headed individual ” 
he ventured to say a word in favour of 
the retention of the word “may.” He 
would point out that many hon. Gentle- 
men who spoke originally in condemna- 
tion of Clause 4 now spoke in favour of 
making it mandatory. He thought the 
local education authorities would not be 
as ready as some hon. Members supposed 
to divest themselves of responsibility in 
order to save a little rate. He thought 
on the contrary that the local education 
authorities would have the tendency to 
keep all the power they possibly could. 
He was not in favour of contracting- 
out, but if it were a choice between 
two evils he preferred it to having 
the clause made mandatory. But he 
regarded the clause, as a whole, as a very 
bad one, whether contracting out was 
allowed or not. Nonconformists had 
in the past objected to pay rates for 
teaching other people’s religion, but 
they did not ask other people to pay 
rates for teaching their _ religion. 
He had always spoken in favour of 


leaving all religious education in the | 


hands of the Church and taking it away 
from the hands of the State. The repre- 
sentatives of Nonconformists disputed 
the assertion that: it was important 
in the interests of education that mere 
denominational religion should be taught 
in the school. They disputed it, as they 
believed, in the interests of education, 
because they thought that if they were 
going to try and safeguard religion by 
Clause 4 they would create strife, ill- 
feeling, and objection to that kind of 
religious teaching by the State, and in 
the long run do more harm than good. 
At any rate he believed with all his 
heart that no Nonconformist would ask 
anyone to pay rates for the teaching 


{COMMONS} 


generally that the religion taught in 
Council schools was Nonconformist as 
opposed to Anglican or Catholic he 
was convinced that practically all 
Nonconformists would agree that the 
only solution would be secular educa- 
tion. He believed Clause 4 was a 
valuable concession to the denomi- 
nationalists. Previous speakers had all 
minimised it, but he thought it was a 
great deal, and he was afraid it gave 
away the position of the teachers. He 
would oppose the Amendment, and he 
hoped the Government would not yield 
on this point. It was extraordinary 
that Clauses 2 and 3 were now found 
to be absolutely mandatory though they 
had thought they were both optional. 
He hoped the Committee would save the 
situation in regard to the fourth clause. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 
E.) said the hon. Member for the 
Morley Division had said that Noncon- 
formists did not desire in the slightest 
‘degree that their religion should be 
|taught at other people’s expense. He 
laccepted the statement quite freely, 
'and he would tell him in return that the 
position of Catholics was that they 
claimed that their money should not be 
‘taken from them for the maintenance 
'of schools where Protestant religion 
/was taught. It had been stated—and 
‘the statement had apparently given 
some offence to hon. Gentlemen opposite, 
|—that Cowper-Temp!e teaching was in 
reality Nonconformist religion. He did 
not make that statement himself, but 
he did say that whether it was near 
‘the Nonconformist religion or not it 
certainly was a form of Protestantism, 
and, as such, Catholics ought not to be 
‘called upon to pay for its support. If 
the President of the Board of Education 
succeeded in the Amendment which he 
had placed on the Paper, a number of 
the Catholic schools of this country 
'would be placed back in the position 
/in which they were before 1902; that 
| was to say, they would have to pay once 
/more largely out of their own pockets 
for the maintenance of their own schools, 
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of his religion. It was said that the | and at the same time they w uld be called 
religion taught in council schools was Non- | upon to pay rates for the maintenance 
conformist religion, but it was a most | ot the schools in which Cowper-Temple 
extraordinary statement to make. If) Protestant religion was taught. Tuat 
it was brought home! to Nonconformists | was not justice towards the Catho i¢ 


Sir Francis Powell. 
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people of this country. The proposal|they themselves were to be deprived 
that these schools, which were the resu't |of all share of the rates ? Did 
of the sacrifice of the savings of the|those Nonconformists who _ boasted 
poorest portion of the community, were |so much about being passive resisters 
to be penalised if the parents of the | in regard to the Education Act of 1902. 
children attending those schools declared | imagine that the Catholics would, out 
in favour of the religion in which they | of their hard earnings, tamely pay not 
believed, was something which he never | only for their own schools, but also for 
expected of the President of the Board | the schools which satisfied Nonconfor- 
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of Education, or of a Government calling 
itself Liberal. These Catholic schools 
were, as had been said, a veritable 
wonder to behold. They had _ been 
built out of the scanty savings of the 
hardest working portion of the population. 
These people had suffered privation, and, 
in many cases, the pinch of hunger itself ; 
and yet, no matter how they had to 
deprive themselves and their children 
of the ordinary necessaries of Ife, they 
always found sufficient to pay, as far 


as their means would allow, for the | 


schools in which they believed their 
children would be taught that religion 
which was dearer to them almost than 
life According to the Amendment put 
on the Paper by the right hon. Gentleman 
they were told that if facilitie: were 


given for the teaching of religion in which | 


the people firmly, passionate'y, and 
devotedly believed, no rent whatever 
was to be paid for the use of the 


school. A proposition of that kind 
was manifestly unjust. It came as a 
surprise to him at any rate, and he 


believed it would come as a shock and a 
surprise to the great majority of liberal- 
minded people of this country. Why 
should a school, the parents of the children 
attending which declared in favour of 
certain denominational education, be 
deprived of rent 2? Why should they not 
be placed in this matter upon the same 
footing as other schools? Why, in 
a word, should an effort be made, 
by the trick of withholding rent, to 
prevent the parents having their 
children taught the religion in which 
they believed ? This one provision alone 
would do more perhaps than anything 


that had as yet occurred to inflame | 
the feeling of the Catholic people with 


the idea that an injustice had been 
done to them. Did Liberal Members 
Imagine that Roman Catholics would 
tamely submit to pay rates to main- 
tain schools for religion to be taught 
In which they did not believe, while 


‘mists? Without in the least anticipating 
| that there would or desiring for a single 
| moment that there should be any trouble, 
| he did say that the Catholic people would 
/not tamely submit to a system so mani- 
'festly unjust. It would not be reason- 
‘able to believe that any considerable 
‘number of local authorities, because of 
religious prejudice, would shut out a 
section of the community from having 
the children properly educated; but 
'he did know that there were places 
where the feeling of a portion of the 
‘community against the Catholic re- 
ligion ran so high that pressure would 
_be brought to bear upon the local au- 
' thorities to shut out the Catholic schools. 
Surely it was not an unreasonable thing 
that they should ask Parliament, if it 
were satisfied that under certain cir- 
cumstances certain religion should ke 
taught, to say that it should be the 
law, and not leave it to small local 
authorities to decide. In the main he 
believed the local authorities of this 
country administered their ordinary 
work in an excellent manner, but those 
authorities were not originally intended 
to administer education or to decide 
upon questions of religion, and it was a 
perfectly monstrous thing to say that. 
the question of religion was to be made 
an initial issue at local elections, as 
would be undoubtedly the case if this 
clause were not made mandatory. He 
appealed to hon. Members on the Minis- 
terial side to have the courage of their 
convictions. He was certain every hon. 
Gentleman was anxious to deal fairly 
with the schools of every denomination 
‘and that, if every hon. Gentleman were 
free from Party and outside influences, 
he would declare that, as it had been 
deemed wise by Parliament that under 
certain circumstances in certain schools 
denominational teaching should be given, 
it should be incumbent upon the local 
authority to grant the necessary fac lities. 
He would far sooner have the fouith 
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clause made mandatory than any pro- | 
vision reverting to the position of 1902, | 


unless a guarantee were given that: they 


| 


would not be called upon, in addition to | 


paying for the maintenance of their own 
schools, to help to maintain schools sup- 
ported by hon. Gentlemen on the Minis- 
terial side. One matter at least for con- 
gratulationinthe debate was theexhibition 
of fairness and good temper that had 
been displayed. He could assure hon. 
Gentlemen representing Nonconformists 
that they who represented the Catholic 
people had not the slightest atom of 
ill-will towards them. Their sym- 
pathies were for all people who had 
been unjustly and unfairly treated in 
the matter of conscience and religion. 
Hon. Gentlemen opposite had had their 
battles to fight and had had their dark 
days as the Catholic representatives had 
had theirs. He appealed to them 
to recognise that in the stand they were 
making the Irish Members were strug- 
vling for the recognition of that which 
was most dear to the people and some- 
thing which they would never relin- 
quish. The hon. Member for North Cam- 
berwell had said that he thought the 
Denominationalists were greedy. Could 
that be said of Catholics who asked that 
in the schools which they had_ built 
out of their savings and sacrifices their 
children should be taught that religion 
which they held dearer than life itselt? 


Mr. J. CZAMBERLAIN § (Birming- 
ham, W.) said they certainly found them- 
selves In a very peculiar position, So far 
as he knew, not one single Member had 
risen from any part of the House to give 
any full support to the proposition of 
the Government. The only hon. Member 
who rose apparently to do so was the hon. 
Gentleman the Member for the Morley 
Division of the North-West Riding ; but, 
although the hon. Gentleman supported 
the present form of the Bill so far as 
“may” was concerned, and expressed 
his preference for “ may ” over “ shall,” 
he coupled that assurance with a de- 
claration that he was totally opposed 
to the whole of the clause in principle 
and was not, and never could be, a con- 
vert to it. That was an extremely ex- 
ceptional position for a strong Govern- 
ment to find itself in in the discussion of 
their principal Bill. The result was to 

Mr. William Redmond. 
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impress upon his mind what he had felt 
all along, that it was almost impossible 


ito amend this Bill, that the Bill was 


drawn on wrong lines, and that upon 
those lines it was impossible to make a 
final settlement, which he did the right 
hon. Gentleman the justice to believe 
it had been his ambition to achieve. 
Taking the point they were discussing, 
although he would vote for the Amend- 
ment, he cared very little whether 
it was carried or not. The balance 
seemed to him, as to the hon, Member 
for South Salford, to lean on the side 
of the Amendment. But suppose the 
Amendment was not carried. In that 
case the clause, which he firmly believed 
was honestly introduced in order to give 
facilities in a large number of cases, and 
especially in the case of Catholic schools, 
would be illusory. If the Amendment 
remained the clause would be a sham. 
That was admitted, unconsciously if 
they liked, in all the speeches made in 
connection with this Amendment. There 
was not a single speaker on the Treasury 
Bench who had not admitted that if 
the clause was not made mandatory 
there might be, and there would be, local 
authorities who would refuse to give the 
facilities required. Then they proposed 
an elaborate scheme—so complicated 
that few outside the House not experts 
in the matter understood it—the effect 
of which would be to allow the schools 
which were not permitted by the local 
authority to enjoy the facilities to con- 
tract themselves out. In that case, 
as had been pointed out with unmistak- 
able clearness by the hon. Member who 
had just sat down, they were doing a 
great injustice to those schools, whether 
Catholic or of any other denomination, 
by putting them in an impracticable 
position. tiedid not know that he agreed 
with what had been said about those 
schools being in an intolerable posi- 
tion in 1902; but whether they were 
or not at that time they would certainly 
be in an intolerable position now that 
they had to find double and treble the 
money which they found it impossible 
to find in other circumstances. If the 
clause remained as it was—a discretionary 
clause—it was illusory and would not 
be accepted by anybody as an adequate 
fulfilment of the pledge which they had 
all understood the Government to give. 
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[If they accepted the Amendment and 
made the clause mandatory, then in the 
sane spirit and for the same reasons 
they must go on to make other Amend- 
ments in the clause. That would ,be in 
strict accordance with the promises they 
had given. They must turn “may” into 
“shall”? They must do away with those 
absurd and ridiculous and inconsistent 
an‘ almost insulting distinctions between 
urban and other areas. They must 
do away with the absurd proposition that 
four-fifths of the parents might have a 
conscience and that three-fifths were not 
entitle! to anything of the kind. All 
these things would have to be done away 
with. Then he granted that they would 
have carried out their pledges and have 
provided failities by which the parents 
of the children who desired it would be 
able to obtain denominational teaching ; 
they would have met the case of the 
Catholics; they would have met the 
case of the Jews; they would have met 
the case to a very large extent, he should 
think entirely, of the Anglican Church. 
But then what would the passive resisters 
say? They would have produced a Bill 
which would give more ground for passive 
resistance than anything in the Bill of 
1902. They would have introduced a 
Bill in which they would altogether have 
neglected their great principle of the 
freelom of teachers from tests: they 
would have introduced a system in which 
they would not have given the public the 
control of the denominational schools. 
They would have made every person in 
the community pay for religious instruc- 
tion of which he did not approve. That 
was the alternative to leaving the clause 
discretionary. If it was left discretion- 
ary it was a delusion and a sham, and 
if it was made mandatory it was not 
their Bill. The proposal made at an 
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earlier period was their only possible , 


solution. It was not, as he had ven- 
tured to say before, or it need not be, 
the secular solution. It was a separa- 
tion between religious and secular in- 
struction. That they had chosen to 
represent as the secular solution quite 
erroneously, and they had on that ac- 
count condemned it. 
could, in some way or other, bring back 
the Bill to those lines or to a position in 
which procedure on those lines would be 


But unless they | 


| invo!ved independent management. 


possible, they could not do justice be- 
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tween the religious sects of this country 
and they could not produce any final 
settlement. 


*Mr. SPICER (Hackney, Central) 
said he believed that Clause 4 was an 
honest attempt to meet a very difficult 
position, and for that reason he should 


support the Government in main- 
taining “may” as against “shall.” 


Many of the speeches that afternoon had 
proceeded on the basis that the local 
authorities of the country were distrusted, 
and he was rather surprised. Whilst he 
gave hon. Members opposite full credit 
for doing everything in their power to 
uphold the Catholic religion, still Mem- 
bers on the Ministerial side had sacrificed 
something to give them the power they 
desired and had trusted them just as 
they asked hon. Members to trust local 
authorities now. Local authorities de- 
served well of this House, and they were 
doing better service than Parliament 
could do if they attempted to legislate 
for them. He did not admit that the 
clause contained everything that was 
attributed to it. It was a reasonable 
clause because it was to be worked under 
the local authority. A good deal of 
criticism had been read into it, because 
hon. Members thought of the present 
denominational majorities of non-pro- 
vided schools rather than the ordinary 
action of local authorities. He supported 
the clause because it trusted local 
authorities and because he believed that 
they would not wish to burn their 
fingers in a conflict with the Roman 
Catholic Church. He therefore trusted 
that the House would uphold “ may” 
as against “ shail.” 


*Sir HENRY CRAIK (Glasgow and 
Aberdeen Universities) said his preference 
for a contracting-out provision in Clause 1, 
instead of 0. this clause, had been justified 
by the debate. When he proposed con- 
tracting-out it was as a voluntary act 
when a school had ample means for carry: 
ing on its work, but here it was a course 
to which a school would be driven in its 
extremity, without resources to meet its 
needs. The contracting-out he contem- 
plated was not only voluntary, but it 
He 
asked the attention of the Minister for 
Education to this point. Did he or did he 
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not intend that these schools, which were 
to lose the benefit of allshare in the rates 
if they contracted out, were still to. be 
managed largely by members of the 
local authority ? Did the Amendment 
contain any provision about this at all ? 
It left the school under the management 
of a body upon which the local authority 
would be largely represented, and yet 
the school would not share in the rates 
raised by that authority That was to 
say, the schools of the Roman Catholics 
and the Anglicans wou!d be left to a very 
large extent under the management 
of the local authority, while at the ame 
time they would not share in the benefit 
of the rates raised by the local authority. 
Thirdly, he would point out another 
matter which he thought the tight hon. 
Gentleman had overlooked, and it was 
a very important one. In his Amend- 
ment the right hon. Gentleman declared 
that these schools were to share in the 


grant, but surely he had not turned his | 


attention to the item of grant under 
Section 10 of the Act of 1902. What 
did the right hon, Gentleman mean to do 
with regard to that? There was no 
provision whatever by which the grant 
under Section 10 of the 19062 Act could 
be allocated to a particular school. It 
was to be allocated according to the 
scale only in respect of attendance at 
schools which were provided and 
managed by the local authority. This 
would involve an additional hardship 
upon the voluntary schools of the Roman 
Catholics and the Anglicans. They 
would get the annual grant under the 
Code, but they would be entirely deprived 
of their share of the £1,400,C00 or 
£1,500,C00 a year under the section he had 
mentioned. For these reasons he drew 
a strong distinction between the principle 
of contracting-out which he suggested, 
and that proposed by the right hon. 
Gentleman. 


Mr. HARWOOD (Bolton) said the 
Minister for Education appeared this 
aiternoon to be in the position of a 
good man struggling with adversity. 
They all felt that the right hon. Gentle- 
man was being put into a very painful 
position, and they recognised that, 
whatever might be their views on this 
or that particular matter, he, at any 
rate, was trying to do his best to meet 

Sir Henry Craik. : 
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the complicated elements of this difficult 


part of the Bill. He was unable to. 
agree with the right hon. Gentleman in 
this matter. He differed from him 
for a reason which he did not think 
had yet received sufficient acknowledg- 
ment in the Committee. Those who had 
attacked the view now put forward by the 
Government had been told over and 
over again that they were suspicious of 
the local authorities. It was in the in- 
terest of the local authorities that he sup- 
ported the Amendment to make the clause 
mandatory. All friends of local govern- 
ment must feel that they were showing 
their friendship for the local authorities 
best by keeping the question of religion 
out of their ken. When they brought 
the element of religion into a local con- 
test they brought in an element which 
dominated all others. Therefore he 
would vote for the Amendment primarily 
for the sake of local government. Local 
government affairs had been increasing 
in complexity in recent years. Local 
authorities had now to deal with gas, 
water, electricity, trams, parks, and edu- 
cation, and already there was found some 
difficulty in getting proper men to take 
part in local work, and therein lay a 
great danger to municipal life. 


*THE CHAIRMAN said that though the 
limits of discussion were wide, it was, 
after all, a question as to whether local 
education authorities “may ” or “shall ” 
give extended facilities in certain cases. 


Mr. HARWOOD said it was just the 
question of “‘may” or ‘‘may not”’ that 
would dislocate local affairs at elections ; 
it would bring in the element of religion 
to dominate all other questions. ‘The 
Minister for Education might say that he 
had brought the right of appeal into this 
clause, as he had done into an earlier 
clause. But there was a serious differ- 
ence. In the first case, the matter was 
primarily one of administration ; here 
it was a matter of principle, and it was for 
Parliament to settle matters of principle. 
The provision which the right hon. 
Gentleman offered in regard to contract- 
ing out filled him with amazement. Those 
who cared for national education must 
view with alarm the prospect of a number 
of schools going outside the .national 
system. Why should they have a Bill 
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at all, if they were to nullify it by allow- 
ing schools to go outside? Moreover, 
the treatment which was to be given 


to those schools seemed to him to be cruel. | 


He was not pleading the cause of the 
Roman Catholic school or of any par- 
ticular class of schools, but it seemed to 


him to be a monstrous thing to put a) 


penalty on the teaching of religion. That 


was how it would appear to the public. | 


It was as if Parliament were saying: 
“Tf you teach this kind of religion we 
will put a ban on you.” Passive resist- 
ance! Why, in Bolton for thirty-two 
years the Roman Catholics, the poorest 


part of the population, kept up their own | 


schools at their own expense and paid 
the School Board rate without a murmur. 
The members of the Government were 
being troubled by resistance of another 
kind from their own supporters, and he 
thought one of the causes of that was 
that they had condoned too much passive 
resistance. It was not for this House, 
which was the maker of laws, to treat 
lightly those who had disobeyed the law. 
It was not for this House to turn round on 
these poor people, who for thirty years 
had obeyed the law, although it was cruel 
to them, by paying rates for schools to 
which they could not possibly send their 
children, and say to them: “ If you per- 
sist in teaching your religion we will put a 
ban on you, turn you into the wilderness, 
and put a mark upon you.” That was 
surely not the way this House should 
treat the relationship of religion to the 
great problem of education. The clause 
unamended would be a most unfortunate 
thing for local government, and _ for 
municipal enterprise, and certainly he 
would oppose it. 


*Mr. CHARLES ROBERTS (Lincoln) 
said he spoke as a friend of Clause 4 
in principle, though exception might be 
taken to its details. He thought the 
clause could be defended on grounds 
of principle, and a word of thanks 
was due to the Government for having 
met the representations made _ to 
them inside and outside the House by 
allowing an appeal to the Board of Educa- 
tion. They were not dealing here with 
single school districts. In such single 
school districts there were, he knew, some 
Roman Catholic schools; but these he 
understood the Roman Catholics did not 
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[propose to maintain on their present 
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denominational basis. Under this clause 
they were dealing with urban districts 
where there was a choice of schools, 
and where it was possible without 
sacrificing educational efficiency to grant 
concessions In those urban districts 
under the clause it was to _ be 
an absolute condition that there should 
be public school accommodation for other 
children. The Clause 4 school would not 
be the old denominational school as it 
was known in the past. Under the old 
system the denominational school had a 
monopoly of a district in which there 
were children of mixed creeds. The new 
Clause 4 school would not have a 
monopoly. It would be an option or an 
alternative. The denominational school 
under Clause 4 was a single-religion school. 
It was a school which could not exist 
unless there was accommodation for 
children who belonged to other creeds. 
Although he admitted that the Clause 
4 school might be under clerical 
influence, it was under popular manage- 
ment and control. He thought that 
that was a clear difference, and that, 
therefore, they might give extended 
facilities under the clause. Nevertheless 
the Government had gone far enough in 
granting the appeal to the Board of 
Kducation. They all knew that there 
might be local authorities who would 
not allow the rates to go to denomina-- 
tional schools ; and they did not get rid 
of the difficulty if the clause was made 
mandatory. They were dealing with 
authorities, some of whom might be pig- 
headed, and might fight the clause in 
other ways that plainly occurred to him; 
and it would not get rid of the difficulty to 
substitute “shall”? for “may.” Then 
in the last resort the Board of Education 
had the power of mandamus. The hon. 
Member for Bolton had said that this was a 
matter which ought to be taken entirely 
out of the hands of the local education 
authorities; but that could not be done, 
because there were questions of accom- 
modation, structure, sanita ion, and 
what children were to be considered as 
children attending the schools—all these 
questions had in any case to be placed in 
the hands of the local educat on authori- 
ties. It would be far better, in his 
opinion, ‘0 trust in the first instance 
to the localities and tor submit the 
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adjustment of these facilities to justice 
and reason, rather than for the House 
of Commons to thrust this clause 
down the throats of the local authori- 
ties, whether they wanted it or not. 
After all, they were all anxious to get 
to a peaceful settlement of this un- 
ending religious wrangling, and many 
of those on his own side of the House 
would welcome concession, which would, 
without sac ificing fundamental prin- 
ciples, make for peaceful settlement. 
He did not know whether he had read 
the Amendment rightly, but in his view 
the contracting-out arrangement would 
rarely occur, and it would be a remedy 
adopted in the last resort. It would 
only apply to a fraction of a fraction 
of the schools. He did not believe that | 
any great breach in our national system | 
of education would be made in leaving | 
these occasional and exceptional powers 
over this mere residuum of schools 
in the hands of the President of the | 
Board of Education. He did not see | 
much harm in a few experiments being | 
made in that direction, but he re- | 
garded contracting-out as a temporary 
expedient—it was only going to last 
five years—during which period religious 
party passions would have time to cool 
down. 





Mr. SAMUEL ROBERTS (Sheffield, | 
Ecclesall) said he was quite sure that 
the Minister for Education could not but 
have been moved by the appeal made by 
the noble Lord the Member for Chichester 
and by speaker after speaker, in behalf of 
the poor Catholics in this country. He 
himself was an Evangelical Churchman, 
but he hoped he had toleration to those 
who differed from him, and who wished 
to do justice to their own feelings and to 
their own schools. If they said it was 
necessary to have more extended facilities 
than were given to them in Clause 3, he 
thought they ought to be given. The 
noble Lord the Member for Chichester had 
said that half of the Catholic schools would 
be destroyed under the Bill. Surely that 
was a serious matter. He thought that 
if a Church wished that religious in- 
struction should be imparted for more 
than two days in the week it should be 
given. He himself was a manager of 
a Church school, and he believed that the 
general practice in the Church of England | 


Mr. Charles Roberts, 
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schools at the present time was that 
special religious teaching was only given 
for one half hour in the week. He had 
gone into schools to find out what was 
being taught, and had heard the chil- 
dren being taught to do their duty 
towards God and to their neighbour 
according to the Church Catechism— 
teaching which, formerly, no Noncon- 
formist would have been unwilling to 
listen to. He knew that there were 
Catholics and some Anglicans and Jews 
who were willing to go further than he 
would, and there was no doubt that in 
some centres the existing religious teach- 
ing would not be sufficient. At the 
present moment he did not think we 
had strife in our local authorities. On 
the contrary he knew from his own ex- 
perience they had peace re'gning within 
them. Why should they disturb that 
peace by bringing in these sectarian 
and religious differences at every munici- 
pal election? If the proposal of the 
Government were adopted it would in- 
troduce into local elections that. strife 
which they all wished to avoid. He 
was sure the right hon. Gentleman and 
his colleagues wished to be fair and to 
do justice in the case of all schools. 
They should therefore endeavour to do 
justice to the Roman Catholic schools. 
Such an appeal came, he thought, with 
much more force from a Member who, 
like himself, was opposed to every doc- 
trine of the Roman Catholic Church, 
to the extreme doctrines of the 


from those interested. 


*Mr. T. W. RUSSELL (Tyrone, S$.) 
said the Bill did not apply to Ireland 
and did not affect his constituency, but 
he could not help expressing an opinion 
upon the question, because he thought 
that an exaggerated view had _ been 
taken on both sides. Taking Clause 4, 
and dealing for a moment with it 
from the Nonconformist attitude, the 
President of the Board of Education had 
declared that he meant to make the 
extended facilities for special religious 
instruction a reality. Accepting, there- 
fore, the idea that it was going to be made 
operative on a large scale, if that were 
so, what was the overwhelming reason 
against it being made mandatory? He 
took the Nonconformist position because 
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they were going to vote for the clause 
upon an assurance that it was going 
to be made a reality. But if the 
Government meant this clause to be a 
reality, and if they knew that it was 
going to be a reality, whatever they did 
in that Committee, surely the issue at 
stake from that standpoint was a very 
small one indeed. That was what made 
him say that he thought exaggerated 
views had been taken of this clause. 
He was going to vote for the Amend- 
ment, although he did not distrust the 
local authorities of this country. He had 
had a great deal to do with them. 
For five years he was at the Local 
‘Government Board and therefore knew 
something about the subject, but 
anybody who was acquainted with 
England knew that there were not only 
local authorities who were pig-headed 
and who gave a great deal of trouble 
to the central authority, but a great 
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many local authorities were not 
only pig-headed but bigoted. There 


was nothing a Department would shrink 
from more than mandamusing a great 
local authority, or in fact any local 
authority. He remembered the Local 
Government Board mandamusing the 
Leicester Board of Guardians about 
vaccination. He remembered how much 
they shrank from it, and how they were 
driven from point to point, how they 
were glad to give it the go by, and how in 
the end the whole proceedings ended 
in smoke. The mandamusing of a 
local authority could not be done with 
impunity, and if it came to that 
on a large scale the working of the 
Act would be wrecked. The Govern- 
ment drew this clause with the 
avowed intention of meeting the sus- 
ceptibilities of the Roman Catholic 
and the Jew, and they had to include 
the Anglican. Ifthe Government meant, 
asthey had said, that the clause should 
bea reality, that it should not be illusory, 
what reason could there be against 
making it mandatory ? 
question into municipal elections all over 
England would be one of the worst 
things the House of Commons could do. 


Sir THOMAS ESMONDE (Wexford, 
N.) said they had now reached the 
crucial point of the Bill, and the matter 
was of such importance to those whom he 
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represented that he felt he must trespass 
upon the time of the Committee. While 
recognising the honesty of the intention 
of the Minister for Education, he expressed 
the fear that, in endeavouring to reconcile 
the various conflicting interests concerned 
in this question. the right hon. Gentle- 
man was attempting to do the impossible 
by the means he proposed. The only way 
of dealing with the problem was by 
adopting a policy of equality all round, 
of letting each sect teach its children in 
its own way. It was of no use to say that 
the State could not afford to give religious 
teaching, because in his view it was the 
first duty of the State to see that the 
children of the community were brought 
ur with proper religious teaching and 
that no portion of the children of its 
citizens were neglected or damnified in any 
way by the system of education it under- 
took. Some hon. Members had spoken 
for local authorities and were entitled 
to do so because they were members of 
local authorities themselves. On the 
whole, however, he did not think that 
the local authority point of view had 
been properly dealt with. He did not 
think there was any distinction between 
English and Irish local authorities; 
the Irish local authority was very 
much in the same position as the English 
local authority. Many of his hon. friends 
and himself had been involved in local 
affairs, and he himself had taken part 
in every form of local authority which 
existed in Ireland. He thought that in 


the interests of the local authorities 
themselves this clause ought to be 


made mandatory. If the local authori- 
ties throughout the country were 
canvassed, and asked, not from a plat- 
form, but in their committees, what they 
felt, he believed they would agree that the 
last thing they desired to see was local 
elections influenced by religious dis- 
cussions. After all, Parliament ought 
to have the courage of its convictions, 
and if it meant this clause to be a reality 
it ought to say so. It ought to say that 
ithe provision of this clause should be 
| carried into effect, in order to save the 
‘local authorities the trouble of fighting 
| election after election upon religious or 
| 





isectarian lines. He wes very much 
| struck by the objection which some hon. 
| Members seemed to take to the proposal 


‘that the local authority should pay the 











715 Education (England {COMMONS} und Wales) Bill. 716 


rent of the schools which they were to take | Amendments that had been put upon 
over. In his country that rent would | the Paper by the Government, they would 
be paid in respect of property which had | find themselves in a difficulty. Those 
been created by the labour and self-|for whom he spoke did not accept 
sacrifice of the poorest part of the popu-| this Bill as being a satisfactory solu- 
lation. He was referring to the schools| tion of the religious difficulty. They 
created by the labours and sacrifices of | supported strenuously the proposal of 
the Catholic population. If in Great | the hon. Member for Burnley, which they 
Britain the Government said that they | considered at the time laid down a basis 
intended to acquire the property of these | upon which a satisfactory educational 
Roman Catholics they were bound in| superstructure could be erected. They 
common honesty to pay for it. Hej were enormously out-voted. They saw 
looked on the proposal for contracting- | the difficulties which followed from the 
out as a dangerous one for Catholic | magnificent beating they got on that 
schools. The salaries of teachers had | occasion. He was painfully aware that 
been raised, the condition of the schools | to talk of logic and of rational conclusion 
had been improved, and the expenses of | in connection with this topic would meet 
education were not likely to diminish in| with the severe disapprobation of some 
the future. Schools which contracted-| of his hon. friends opposite. Neverthe- 
out might accordingly find it difficult to | less, the fact remained that every Member 
satisfy the authorities, and might runthe | of this House who voted against them 
risk of being closed on the ground that} on that particular occasion voted in 
they were not properly carried on. | favour of Clause 4. He had been exceed- 
‘Catholics were not responsible for the ingly amused by some of the speeches 
educational disturbance of the last few which Nonconformists spokesmen had 
years, and he hoped they would not be delivered to-day. If the country were 
made to suffer in consequence of it. entirely Nonconformist he could under- 
| stand those speeches. There would in 

*Mx. HART-DAVIES (Hackney, N.)| that case be common sense and practical 
thought the whole of the debate was} wisdom in an hon. Member assuring the 
one more illustration of the difficulties| House that nobody could object to the 
which were created when the Government | Bill as it stood. Clause 4 was a reason- 
got away from the clear path of principle. able and necessary corollary of the prin- 
It was a matter of hopeless difficulty to, ciple on which this Bill was founded. 
combine denominational teaching with There were only two possible ways of deal- 
public control. Contracting-out was, he | ing with the religious question in connec- 
thought, a step in the right direction, | tion with elementary education. One 
although he did not think it proceeded | was to say that as the State was a secular 
upon proper lines inasmuch as it was made | organisation—which, of course, was the 
a question of an order of the Board of Protestant view of the State—it could 
Education instead of a question of the | only concern itself with the secular 
wishes of the trustees or managers of | aspect of education. That was the view 
‘schools. Although he did not often find | taken by him and his friends, but it was 
himself in agreement with the right hon. a view that had been rejected by an over- 
Member for West Birmingham, he agreed | whelming majority. The only other 
with every word the right hon. Gentleman | way of dealing with the question, there- 
thad said on this subject. He was sure it | fore, was to apply the principle of tolera- 
was the only logical and satisfactory solu- | tion. The principle of toleration was not 
tion. It was impossible to carry on an’ to lay down what was called the greatest 
elficient system of education if a large common ground occupied by all sects; 
section of the community had a rank-| that was merely tipping the scale in 
Jing sense of grievance, as he believed | favour of the sect which laid the least 
under this section they would have. -emphasis upon denominational instruc: 
| 4 tion. He was sorry that any sect should 
'*Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD said lay great emphasis upon denominational 
whether they votel for Clause 4 or) instructon, but he was not there to 
against it, in fivour of “may” or of take any part but that of a judge, 90 
“siall,” or for or against jvarious far as one possibly could, and 
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weigh as impartially as possible both 
sides of the question. The principle of 
toleration meant the recognition of the 
existence of separate denominations 
which did not and could not agree 
as to what were the essential principles 
of Christianity. If every sect said 
simple Bible teaching. was the foundation 
upon which they built their particular 
sectarian edifice then it would be alto- 
gether unreasonable and illogical for the 
representatives of those sects to say that 
Clause 4 was a necessary corollary of the 
debates and divisions upon Clause 1. 
But that was not a correct description 
of the religious state of the country, and 
therefore the application of the principles 
of toleration to religion could not possibly 
be satisfied by the Bill. Having voted 
as so many hon. Members did the other 
day, they were bound to say that so far 
as they reasonably could they had to 
recognise the rght of denominations to 
retain their schools, and appoint, at any 
rate, the headmasters 0° those schools in 
order to retain their religious atmosphere. 
The Committee were bound to see that in 
giving effect to the principle of toleration 
they did not reduce the efficiency of the 
education given in the denominational 
schools. He -thought the Committee 
would be perfectly unan mous that they 
could not give effect to the principle in 
any way which would reduce the efficiency 
of education. Therefore the Committee 
were bound to reject the Amendment 
allowing certain schools to contract 
themselves out of the operation of the 
Bill. They could not give effect to this 
principle o toleration by allowing 
premises to be used as a schoolhouse if 
unfitted for that purpose, and they had 
already safeguarded themselves against 
that; and the Board of Educat’on had 
powers quite apart from the Bill under 
which they could reject such premises. 
So far as the Bill was drafted it gave 
them all the safeguards from an educa- 
tional point of view that were necessary, 
and then it imposed the simple mechani- 
cal test that if four-fifths of the children 
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‘the special point of view of any 
‘denomination. He wanted to consider 
the matter from a political point of 
view, because that was the view he 
and his friends were more interested 
in than the religious aspect of the 
question. They might just as well draft 
a Factory Bill and provide that the local 
/authorities should do certain things 
and then stipulate that those provisions 
of the Factory law which were placed 
under the control of the local authorities 
should come into operation only if the 
local authoriries so decided. Any such 
stipulation would immediately bring the 
law into absolute chaos, and the House 
would at once object to any local 
authorities having such a_ power. 
What they were laying down in Clause 
4 was that denominational schools 
followed as a necessary consequence on 
the basis of the Bill as drafted. They 
were laying down a: part of civil rights 
that under certain circumstances a certain 
proportion of parents should be able to 
claim certain privileges for their children. 
It was not a quest.on of expediency, it 
was a question of denominations that 
differed from the great majority of the 
people of the country. If that was not 
the position, Clause 4 ought never to 
| have been included. 


But, if the meaning he put on the 
general idea and the consequence of 
that idea was embodied in the Bill, 
then he said this was not a question of 
local self-government, it was a question 
of a declaration on the part of the legis- 
lative authority of the country that 
such and such should be the civil night 
of the parents, and under certain con- 
ditions that civil right should be mechani- 
cally recognised on the part of the 
administrative authorities created by the 
Bill. He could not conceive for a moment 
of any theory of local self-government 
which demanded that this question 


| should be handed over for final settle- 


ment to the local authority. It was not 
a question of local administration. Why 





attending a particular schools asked, by should the education authority in his own 
means of a secret ballot, that that school ; constituency declare that no_ special 
should be denominational, the lozal facilities should be given, and the educa- 
authority might accede to their request. tion “authority of an adjoining con- 
The question was, Ought this to be stituency say that they should be given ? 
left in the hands of the local authority ? Surely the clause did not lay down a clear 
He was not gong to 1eason from_ principle of law in such a way as to gain 
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for it the confidence of the denominations 
which they were asking to remain passive 
and administer the Bill in a fair-minded 
way. He and his friends also looked at 
the matter from another point of view. 
They had hon. Members on town councils 
or county councils, and there was one 
thing they were keenly alive to, namely, 
the introduction of sectarian strife 
into the contests for efficient local ad- 
ministration. He could assure hon. 
Members that that was going to continue 
if the clause was left in its optional form. 
Those hon. Members who had gone 
through local elections would agree with 
the view he had expressed. [“‘ No.” ] 
Surely Members must have a_ vivid 


recollection of school board elections, 
and the municipal elections that 
followed the Bill of 1902. Hon. 


Members must surely pause before they 
said they were prepared to face municipal 
elections after this Bill became law, when 
the first thing a local authority was to be 
asked to do was to decide whether Clause 
4 should be put into operation or not. 
Were they prepared to face such elections 
when this question would be put in the 
forefront of the considerations 
would influence the voting at such 
elections? Did they seriously imagine 
that the principles of sound municipal 
administration were going to be the main 
considerations in these elections? There 
was another point. 


clause optional and inserted provisions | 


enabling the Board of Education to 
intervene if it found it desirable or 
necessary so to do, they were opening the 
doors for serious conflict between the 
Board of Education and some local 
authorities. Opinions would differ as to 
how great was that risk, but surely they 
had Wales as an example to warn them 
in that direction, and he agreed with the 
right hon. Gentleman the Member for 
St. George’s, Hanover Square, as to the 
great temptation that would be placed in 
the way of local authorities to take 
the line of least resistance, a most ob- 
jectionable course frem the point of view 
of sound and efficient education. He 
did not look forward with any degree of 
pleasure or hope or expectation to the 
methods by which local education authori- 
ties would have to decide whether or not 
this or that schcol should be taken over, or 
whether special facilities should be given, 
Mr. J. Ramsay Macdonald, 


{COMMONS} 


that | 


Even if they left the | 


and Wales) Bill. 720 


and following that, an appeal to the 
Board of Education and an inquiry and 
possibly a decision against the local 
authority. He thought it very likely 
that local authorities, knowing that 
reference could be made to the Board 
of Education, would be inclined, as a 
matter of convenience and policy, to refuse 
to give these special facilities. It was 
in fact an invitation to the local authori- 
ties to refuse these facilities in the first 


the Board of Education. One could easily 
imagine that expedient being made an 
election cry in certain places. Candi- 
dates would pledge themselves to refer 
the matter tothe Board for final decision,, 
and he thought such candidates would 
be credited with being cute electioneerers. 
That was not a desirable position to 
occupy, and therefore he was going to 
| vote for the clause being made manda- 
|tory. If that was defeated he would 
jundoubtedly support the Government 
| Amendments with the exception of that 
| which gave the schools power to contract 
|out of the Bill. He regretted that the 
'very simple and straightforward word 
“shall” was not intreduced into tle 
|ficst clause, for that would have given 
ithe Catholics and the Church some 
| guarantee that toleration was going to 
| be exere’sed, which was not the case so 
far as this Bill was concerned. 





i 
Mr. LLEWELLYN WILLIAMS (Cai- 
'marthen District) assured the Government 
|that they would have the undivided 
‘support of the vast majority cf 
'their supporters if they were _pre- 
| pared to stick to their , Bill and to 
‘their Amendments. ‘It was not a 
| question whether their followers were 
\willing to support the Government; 
it was a question whether the Gover- 
/ment were willing to support their own 
| Bill. In the last few days the Members 
| who had been most vocal on the Liberal 
side were those who opposed the Gover 
ment, but he asked the Government not 
mvrely to regard the views of those 
Members, but also to regard th. views cf 
those who silently followed the Govern- 
ment into the Division Lobby. He wes 
| one of those who supported the secular 
, Amendment and he regretted ever since 
'that more Members had pot had tle 
| courage of their opinions to suppot 
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instance and refer the whole question to 
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that solution. It was the logical and | 
inevitable solution, but the 
ment had not accepted it. The Bill had 

been built on the principle of lecal option. | 
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and Wales) Bill. 
Mr. LLEWELLYN WILLIAMS said 


Govern- | he was glad to hear that, but that dealt 


with only a small part of the Home Rule 
question. If this clause was made 


Clause 4 as it stood gave the local| mandatory a greater flame would be 


authority the option to give extended | 
facilities, and he urged the Government, | 
as they had after mature thought intro- | 
duced a Bill based on the principle of | 
local option, not to allow themselves to | 
be bullied out of that position or to be | 
blandished out of it by speeches made | 
on either side of the House. The hon. 
Member for the Chichester Division had 
said that 50 per cent. of the Catholic 
schools would be destroyed by Clause 4. 
Nothing surprised him more than to hear 
that reiterated, 


Mr. DILLON: Clause 4 leaves 50 per 
cent. of the Catholic schools outside its 
operation, 


Mr. LLEWELLYN WILLIAMS: | 
Does the hon. Member mean to say 
that if 50 per cent. do not come within 
the operation of Clause 4 they will not 
come within the operation of Clause 3 ? 


Clause 3 is no use 


Mr. DILLON: 
to us at all. 


| without 
‘majority of the Liberal Members. 


kindled in Wales than the present 
Government would be able to put out. 
But if local option was allowed, if they 
trusted the local authorities in Wales, 
the Bill would work smoothly and 
well. Someone had said: suppose there 
was a pig-headed authority. No one 
knew better than he did that things were 
done during the last three or four years, 
both in Wales and outside it, which in their 
sober and calmer moments none of 
them would like to justify. There was 
a state of war, and the Welsh Coercion 
Act as it/ was called was passed against 
the protest of Welsh Members and he 
was sorry that the Irish Members voted 
for it. 

Mr. DILLON: I never did. 

Mr. LLEWELLYN WILLIAMS: Some 
of the Irish Party did. The Coercion 
Act was passed to coerce these people 


‘into doing what they did not want 


This Bill could not be passed 
the consent of the vast 
It 


to do. 


/ had met with the approval of the Presi- 


Mr. LLEWELLYN WILLIAMS said | 
that was another matter. If a school 
could not be brought within the con- 
ditions of Clause 4 he contended there 
was nothing to prevent its being brought | 
within Clause 3. That was not the 
extinction of denominational teaching | 
in this country. As to contract- | 
ing out, if he thought it would be 
used by the Board of Education in- 
discriminately or that its powers would be 
evoked to a large extent, he would view 
it with great apprehension. But he 
did not conceive that anything of that 
kind would happen. He assured the 
Irish Members that the Welsh Members, 
who represented the greatest body of 
Nonconformists in this country, only 
asked that local option should be allowed | 
them because they had not got a Parlia- | 
ment of their own to decide what they | 
wanted. 


Mr. DILLON: We are going to sup- 
port your part of the Bill. 
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dent of the Board of Trade, who was the 
greatest nationalist leader they had 
yet produced, and a Bill that was sup- 
ported by him was not to be flouted by the 
Welsh authorities. The Bill would go to 
the constituencies in a different way 
from that of 1902 and it would go 
with greater sanction behind it. He 
asked hon. Members who were in- 
terested in Clause 4 and the provision 
it made for the voluntary schools within 
the four-fifths area, to trust the people 
to do the right thing, and not to try 
to coerce them. That was the real argu- 
ment in favour of leaving the clause as it 
stood. He agreed that contracting out 
was nominally, at all events, a breach 
of Clause 1 of the Bill. Let him remind 
hon. Members of what happened in Scot- 
land. The Scottish system, if he was 
rightly informed, was precisely the sort 
of system which was proposed by the 
Government in this Bill. Local option 
was given. [An Hon. MemBer: No.] 
Let him explain what he meant. He 
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understood that the local authorities could | had a word to say, but after the con- 
appoint if they liked Catholic teachers, | ditions were fulfilled three appeals sere 
and he was told that where there was a| granted against their conditions jn 
vast predominance of Catholic children| certain circumstances. One sprang 
such teachers were so appointed. There; from Clause 2: if the local authori- 
was not one uniform system of schools} ties wished to give the go-by to the 
in Scotland, for he believed that one-! whole situation, then there was to be 
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tenth of them were outside the national’ 
system. He did not believe that con- 
tracting-out would be operative in more 
than a few cases; indeed, not at all in 
Wales. But he believed in the policy 
of justice, of trusting the people, and of 
leaving to each locality to decide what, 
was best for its own community. 


Mr. WYNDHAM (Dover) said that 
some remarks which fell from the last 
speaker were of great interest, because 
they showed that he, in common with 
other Members of the Committee, be- 
lieved that this Bill did not leave anything 
in effect to the determination of the local 
authority; that the Government, in 
fact, did not trust the local authority. 
Without going over the ground already 
covered, let them see how Clause 4 stood. 
They began by giving directions to the 
local authorties, and said: ‘* You are 
not to allow denominational schools to) 
go on unless certain conditions are ful-| 
filled.” These conditions were :—the 
school had to be suitable; the area had) 
to be an urban area ; the parents in favour’ 
of, the extended facilities must be in the 
proportion of 4 to 1 of the other parents 
having children at the school; there 
must bean alternative school in the area ; 
the population of the area was to be 
5,000; there was to be no rent; the 
salary of the teacher was to be paid 
by the denomination. So that, so far 
from leaving this matter to the good sense 
and discretion of the local authorities, 
the Government started by saying that 
the local authorities were not to recog- 
nise any one of those schools unless 
these seven conditions were  ful- 


filled. He was not saying that these’ 
conditions were too numerous or too) 


stringent. That was not the point; but, 
if they were to have so many conditions 


| give 


an appeal. The second was if the 
managers or owners offered to enter into 
a treaty with the local authorities to 
take over a school, and the latter did 
not wish to do so, the tribunal of 
appeal might say either one of two 
things—first, that if the conditions were 


fulfilled, the local authority must take 


over the schools, or, secondly, they might 
say that under certain circumstances the 
denominational schools were to be State- 
aided schools. What then were the local 
authorities to doif they had conscientious 
objections, because they might have 
taken a reactionary step previous to 
1902, or even worse? Then as to the 
third appeal. Supposing the _ local 
authorities ostensibly afforded the ex- 
tended facilities, but did not in practice 
satisfaction in the matter, the 
Board of Education might spring 
the teachers’ question. The local au- 
authorities might say: “ The teachers 
here do not hold the religious views of 
the owners of the schools,” and the 
Board of Education might then say: 
‘This is a bad business, and we will 
take away the rates from that school, 
and only give the Parliamentary grant.” 
But there was another set of facts. The 
local authorities were elected every three 
years; and did anybody suppose that 
the election would not turn in many 
places to a considerable extent on points 
arising out of the religious difficulty ! 


Not content with that, the Government 
brought in another alternative by saying 
that these arrangements were to be re 
viewed every five years so as to obtain, 
by ballot, the sanction of the parents of 
four-fifths of the children attending the 
schools. Thus the Government had 
added another election to the many exist- 


‘ing elections, and in fifteen years they 





then the whole trend of the argument) might have five ordinary local authority 
was in favour of saying that if the w hole | elections, and three by ballot, in ;which 
of the conditions were fulfilled the de-| the religious difficulty would be prominent, 
nominational schools should go on. Not} All these difficulties had arisen because 
only, however, had all these euniitionn | the Government would not have the 
to be fulfilled before the local authorities’ courage to say that where the conditions, 


Mr, Llewellyn Williams, 
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however numerous or stringent, were 
fulfilled, religious freedom should be 
accorded to those who desired that the 
denominational schools should be con- 
tinued in practice. It had often been 
said that the religious difficulty was more 
theoretical than practical. That might 
pe, but in practice the difficulty would 
remain, because it would be com- 
plicated by these new definitions, by 
these appeals, by these elections, and 
would become so acute in the districts 
in which it existed at present, that it 
would extend to other parts, and so 
spread bitterness all round. 


Mr. GEORGE WHITE (Norfolk, 
N.W.) said he did not think the right 
hon. Gentleman had added much to 
the enlightenment of the debate, and 
he confessed he did not follow the 
right hon. Gentleman’s logic. His hon. 
friend the Member for Leicester, 
who ought to have contributed to 
the debate something worth _ listen- 
ing to, was, however, influenced by 
his predilection for secular education. 
For his part he denied that the State had 
any right to pay for the religious educa- 
tion which any citizen might demand. 
The right hon. Member for Dover de- 
precated very much the sectarian strife 
which was likely to be engendered if the 
Clause now before the Committee was 
accepted. He (Mr. White) confessed he 
had no such great fear of evil resulting 
from the religious question being dealt with 
by the local authorities. Indeed he 
thought it might be a means of stimulat- 
ing the interest of the people in education 
generally. It had been said that the 
School Board elections had been in- 
fluenced by the religious question, but 
he knew that there were many other 
interests concerned which influenced those 
elections, He was quite certain that since 
1902 education had fallen much more into 
the background than was the case when 
the school boards existed, and their elec- 
tions were fought. He wished to press 
the point that the Bill itself was a com- | 
promise. It was not a Bill which many 
of them would have drawn. It was not. 
a Bill which, in its essence, represented | 
the views of Nonconformists, although | 
it had been asserted that such was the | 
case. If it had been a Bill for the | 
establishment of a really national system | 
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of education, and if the Bill had abolished 
all denominational schools, there might 
have been something to be said for it. 
But it was a compromise on the part 
of the Government to do something for 
education. It had been with some 
little reluctance that many of them 
had found the Minister for Education 
making one concession after another, 
in the best possible spirit, but a spirit 
he was bound to say which had not been re- 
ciprocated by hon. Gentlemen opposite. 
He confessed he did not understand why 
hon. Gentlemen opposite were so un- 
willing to put themselves into the hands 
of the local authorities, being sure that 
where the conditions existed which de- 
manded a Roman Catholic school such 
a school would be granted. The Bill 
was in principle a local option measure, 
and he was strongly opposed to making 
the clause mandatory. It seemed to 
him contrary to the spirit of the Con- 
stitution that religion should be made in 
any sense mandatory. As a last resort 
in very peculiar circumstances he was 
prepared to support the contracting- 
out clause, and he thought the other 
provisions in the Government Amend- 
ments would commend themselves to 
the majority of the Committee. They 
were an honest and reasonable attempt 
to meet conflicting interests, and enabled 
him and those who thought with him to 
accept the clause in a way they could 
not otherwise have done. As to rent, 
he would remind hon. Gentlemen opposite 
that they were acquiring really better 
terms than under the 1902 Act. The 
ballot was a satisfactory way of ascertain- 
ing the opinion of the parents. They 
knew under what circumstances num- 
bers of petitions were sent up to the 
House, how they were prepared under 


‘great misrepresentation and misunder- 


standing. The ballot would be a safe- 
guard to both parents and local author- 
ities against such evils as he had alluded 
to. The fact that the Bill did not suit 
either Partv might be taken as a proof 
that the Government had hit on a 
happy medium. 


Mr. T. P. O'CONNOR (Liverpool, 
Scotland) said that n discussing the 
Amendment he could not without violat- 
ing the rules of order allude to some of 
the points in regard to the whole clause 
B 2 
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with which they on the Irish Benches to protect themselves against this state 
were most shocked. He could not accept of things. In regard to local option a, 
what had been said about the 5,000:limit.| very small local option was left m this 
If that limit were retained he was Bill. Had hon. Members read the Law 
informed that 50 per cent. of the Catholic | Reports in Zhe Times? Did they not 
schools in England would be excluded | know that at this very time the Minister 
from this clause. [“ No.”] He was for Education was applying for a 
in a better position than the hon. mandamus to compel a Yorkshire local 
Gentlemen who said “No” to know that authority to do that which in his opinion 
that would be the result ; and if it were ought to be done? Whatever was the 
really true that by the limitations of this|cause at issue between the West Ridmg 
clause 50 per cent. of the Catholic schools and the Minister for Education — his 
would be excluded, he could not b lieve right hon, friend was on one side and the 
that the right hon. Gentleman would be a Jocal authority was on the other. That 
party to such an act of injustice. There- being so, his right hon. friend had to 
fore it would be no consolation to them go to the court to get a mandamus. In 
to know that the third clause might be view of that it was rather too much to 
made applicable to these schools. He ask them to accept the theory that local 
repeated that about 50 per cent., or bodies under all circumstances and at all 
nearly 500 schools out 1,043 would be ex- times might be trusted to do what was 
cluded under Clause 4, if this limitation right. It was said that the local author- 
was persisted in. He did not say that ities ought to be left with discretion, but 
anvbody contemplated an act of in-|his answer was that there were certain 
justice, and he was not prepared to dissent |fundamental liberties which ought not 
from the proposal that the local authori-|to be at the merey of any imperial 
ties would be fair and just generally.|or Jocal authority, and one of these 
Accepting the view, however, ihat local/was religious equality. If it were 
authorities were generally tolerant, he|the opinion of this Committee that the 
desired protection against the intolerant |Catholics, the Jews, and the Anglicans 
things which it had been admitted by who fulfilled the conditions of the Bill 
the right hon. Gentleman the Member |should be allowed this religious equality, 








for Carnarvon might be done in a state of 
war, but which would not be done in cool 
blood. He accepted the analogy, but 
when they came to deal with questions 
of religion, one was never certain when 
one was in a state of war, especially if the 
question was mixed up with practical 
considerations. They knew, for in- 
stance, that in one great district of 
England teachers were penalised by a 
reduction of 10 per cent. in their salaries 


then they ought to make that the 
subject of statute law, and not leave it 
to the caprice or the goodwill of the local 
authority. The question of the rent was 
one of those small petty niggling acts 
which very often created a _ great 
deal more resentment than more 
important things. Religious equality 
meant exactly the same position for the 
schools of the Catholics as for the schools 
‘of the Nonconformists, and if they devote 





because they did not give religious in-| voted rates and taxes to the teaching of 
struction ; that, he considered, to be an| what they might call undenominational 
intolerable grievance and constituted a/Christianity, but what Catholics called 
grave danger to the Catholic schools | Protestantism, he could not understand 
which afforded secular education. Dis-'the consistency and logic of denying the 
tinctions were made if the parents of rent to a Catholic school because Catholic 
children preferred that they should go toa instead of Protestant doctrine was taught 
Catholic instead of to a Protestant|in it. These Catholic schools appealed 
school. There had been cases in Wales,|/to him and to every educationist as the 





such for instance as that at Barry, in 
which fuel had been refused for the pur- 
poses of denominational schools to which 
the majority of the members of the local 
authority were opposed. While accept- 
ing the statement that these things were 
done in a state of war, surely they ought 


Mr. 1. P. O'Connor, 


schools of the poorest, and if any in- 
equality was to exist it should not be m 
favour of the schools of the better-to-do 
classes. It was all very well for the 
representatives of some of the great 
Nonconformist bodies to speak of the 
withholding of this rent as no grievance 
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when the members of those bodies need | Amendment differed fundamentally from 
not send their children to these elemen- | the policy which the Government desired 
tary schools unless they liked. They | | to carry out by the Amendments they 
could send them to a grammar school or a | had put upon the Paper. He thought it, 
private school; but the parents of the | /was one of the most singular incidents 
children who went to the Catholic schools | |of a Parliamentary debate he had ever 
were too poor to do that. It was almost | known that the only defenders of the 
the worst act of the great Irish tragedy | | Government were those who differed 
that the people of the Irish race who had | from the Government’s policy. They 
come to England or Scotland had to|had not to-day to concern themselves 
take the unhealthiest work and the work | with the gentlemen who were in favour of 
which involved the greatest drudgery |local. option, but to compare the two 
and was the worst paid. These were the | alternative methods which were now 
people whom it was proposed to penalise | before the Committee. There was, firstly, 
by withholding the rent, and, what was | the proposition of his hon. friend, the 
more, to contract them out of the Act. | perfectly simple, direct, and intelligible 
He regarded contracting-out, and still | proposition that a local authority which, 
more to be contracted-out, as a reactionary | according to the Government, ought to 
step. There had never been an instance | give these facilities was to be obliged by 
in this country of a Catholic school once | the Act to give them. That was a plain, 
established having been surrendered. | straightforward, honest, direct, and in- 
He might well appeal not to the generosity, | telligible way. It did not. commend 
but to the justice of tolerant, fair-minded | itself to the Gov ernment ; and what they 
men. The proposal was that if a local | had got to do was to compare this plain. 
authority could not be persuaded or | and simple method with the tortuous, 
bullied into taking these schools they | ambiguous, and, he thought, wholly un- 
should be contracted out. That meant justifiable plan which the Government 
ill-paid teachers and ill-ventilated schools. | had put before them in the Amendments 
There was no class which could bear these | the right hon. Gentleman had explained, 
disadvantages less than the people for | but, if he would allow him to say so, not 
whom he spoke. He hoped that the | defended in the speech which he had 
majority in this House would rise above addressed to the Committee. The first 
Party, and see that the nights of these | criticism he had to make was that the 
people were respected. Government proposal aimed at taking 
. : the responsibility off the local authority, 
Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said there was! which they agreed was not in all cases 
one peculiarity which must have struck | to be trusted, and handing it over to the 
the Minister for Education. The nght hon. | Bqyeation Department. But was the 
Gentleman, like the mover of the Amend- | Rducation Department to be wholly 
ment, desired that this clause might be a | trusted in these matters? Some hon. 
reality, and he had put down Amend- | Gentlemen had talked of the Education 
ments of his own to achieve that object. Department as if it were, necessarily, a 
He desired, like the mover of the Amend judicial body, absolutely to be trusted 
ment, that no voluntary school which to decide, without respect to Party 
fulfilled the general conditions of the | prejudice, religious opinion, or political 
clause should by the action of a local | opinion, questions which by hypothesis 
authority be excluded from the advan- were tearing asunder public opinion in 
tages which he wanted to give it. But! some constituencies. Was the Board of 
whom had he found to defend his proposi- | Education, even in the opinion of the head 
tion! The only gentleman in the House | of the Department himself, a judicial 
who had risen to defend the Government | pody of that kind? And if it were a 
and to speak against the Amendment | judicial body under the right hon. Gentle- 
was the hon. Member for the Morley Divi | tan himself, had the Committee the 
sion of Yorkhire who had spoken in favour | smallest security that it was going to 
of local _— and local option was n0 | pemain a judicial body under the right 
longer the Government policy in regard | hon, Gentieman’s successors, from what- 
to this clause. Therefore, the only | ever party they might be drawn? The 


gentlemen who had spoken against the drafting of the clause made it obligatory 
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that there should be a revision of these 
arrangements every five years. Every 
five years some Minister for Education— 
and he could not think the right hon. 
Gentleman desired to be Minister for 
Education for more than five years— 
had got to revise all these arrangements. 
Was there the smallest probability, or 
any reasonable hope, in the absence of 
statutory directions or any clear indica- 
tion of what the policy of Parliament 
was, that the right hon. Gentleman or 
his successors would look at these diffi- 
cult problems in the pure, dry light of 
justice ? The right hon. Gentleman 
himself, in one of his speeches, indicated 
this exact weakness. and deprecated 
responsibilities being thrown either on 
himself, or upon his successors, or upon 
the Department, which, in a number of 
cases, must bring him and them into 
collision with bitter divisions of religious 
opinion, and, it might be. even with 
bitter differences of political opinion. 
That was the first objection to the 
Government’s proposal to which the 
plan of his hon. friend was not open. 
The second objection was that the 
Government plan was clumsy beyond 
expression. They set up in Clause 4, 
as originally drafted, the most elaborate 
machinery, and all that was, or might 
be, doubled in any particular case by 
the Amendment of the Government, 
because the Government. or the Edu- 
cation Department, had got to revise 
the decisions come to by all this elabo- 
rate machinery, and, for the life of him, 
he could not see how a decision arrived 
at by that machinery could be upset 
unless they first put in operation machi- 
nery not less elaborate and not less 
complicated. All that had to be done 
in order to carry out an object which 
his hon. friend would accomplish by the 
change of a single word in the clause. It 
was a curious thing that the Government 
were not content with substituting an 
unsafe tribunal for a safe direction of 
the House of Commons and establish- 
ing clumsy machinery, but must needs 
accompany it with this amazing clause 
about rent. He did not think the 
provision had been defended by any one 
except the Member for North Camberwell, 
who, in the course of a speech, with much 
of which he agreed, made an apology for 
this kind of rent. He did not himself 


Mr, A.J. Balfour. 
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think any apology was possible. This 
was the second instance of what appeared 
to have become an habitual proceeding 
with the Government. The Government 
were driven by argument to concede 
something to the voluntary schools. 
They made a concession on Clause 2, 
and they were now making what they 
regarded as a concession on Clause 4. 
In each case they appeared to have 
thought that they would conciliate 
their Nonconformist supporters by 
putting a pecuniary fine upon those 
whose religious convictions they were 
endeavouring to satisfy. In the first 
case they said they would carry out 
their deliberate pledges, but as the 
price of their fidelity to their own promises. 
would require that every owner of a 
private school as well as of a trust deed 
school should hand over that school to 
the local authority if required. Now 
the Committee had the second case. 
What relation could the most ingenious 
dialectician in the House — suggest 
between an arrangement by which they 
were to meet the consciences of the 
owners and parents connected with a 
particular voluntary school and the rent 
paid for that school? What connexion 
could there be between making a local 
authority carry out what the “ Govern- 
ment said was its duty and handing 
over to it as a bonus for carrying out 
that duty the rent of some voluntary 
school? There was an extraordinary 
want of logic in these proposals which 
amazed him. If the Government had 
said from the beginning that they 
did not think any voluntary school 
ought to exact rent, he would have 
thought their position grossly unjust. 
But they would have said. “ We have a 
majority and we mean to take the school.” 
But to bring this forward as if it had some 
connection with satisfying the conscience 
of schools intended to be benefited by 
Clause 4 was a thing which no man could 
justify, and which the Minister of Educa- 
tion had thrown upon the Committee 
without a word of explanation or justifica~ 
tion. He considered it not only ex- 
tremely petty and unreasonable, but 
he ventured to think it would have con- 
sequences of a very serious character: 
The object of the Government, it was 
said, was to induce the local bodies to 
carry out their admitted functions 
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Why did the Government put into their’ 
Amendment every inducement to the 
local authority to ignore the obligations 
which they said ought to be obeyed ? 
ff his hon. friend’s Amendment were 
carried the local authorities would have 


no alternative between dealing fairly | 
by Clause 4 or breaking the law directly. | 


But the Government had literally bribed 
the local authority by their Amendments 
not to carry out the policy which they 
said the local authority were bound to 
carry out. 
If the local authorities did not come to an 
arrangement with the voluntary schools 
they would be relieved of paying the rent 
and of repairing the schools. They 
would therefore have a direct pecuniary 
motive for quarrelling with the managers 
of voluntary schools and either refusing 
to make an arrangement with them 
or refusing to make an arrangement 
which they could work tolerably, so that 
the voluntary schools would beg the 
Education Department that they might 
be relieved of this unnatural alliance and 
allowed, even at the cost of inefficiency 
and poverty, to be placed in a position 
of something like liberty. But the bribe 
to the local authority was not merely a 
money bribe. Everybody knew that the 
Government had got themselves into a 
great mess over Clause 4, because that 
Clause, whether in its new or in its old 
form, required that the man who had been 
& passive resister since 1902 should go on 
resisting passively to the end of time, 
In every area in which a voluntary 
school was kept going at the expense of 
the rates every conscientious passive 
resister was bound to continue to up- 
hold his principles. There was no loop- 
hole from that embarrassing situation 
under Clause 4 as it originally stood. 
But a loophole would be provided if 
every voluntary school within an area 
in which there was a passive resister 
was driven by the local authority 
to become a State-aided school. Then 


and then only would the conscien- 
tious passive resister be at peace; then 
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and then only would he be justified in 
obeying the laws of his country. He 
would no longer allow his goods to be 
restrained, even if he had no kind friend 
to relieve him from that obligation. 
Everybody would admit that that was a 
strong temptation to the local authority 
to drive or exclude every voluntary 
school out of the educational system of 
the country. As it rested with the local 
authority alone to decide whether or not 
a voluntary school should be paid out of 
the rates or entirely out of the taxes, who 
could doubt that in places where there 
was a _ passive resister—places, for 
instance, like the West Riding of York- 
shire and Wales--the local authority 
would without hesitation choose the 
course which relieved them of this diffi- 
culty of their own conscience and that of 
their friends at the price of the etticiency 
of the school? He confessed he wholly 
agreed with the hon. Member for North 
Camberwellthat the contracting-out clause 
was aretrograde clause. Never had he 
heard such warm eulogies of the Act of 
1902, even from the supporters of the 
Act, as he had heard that night from the 
Ministerial Benches ; and never had he 
so fully realised the truth of the opinion 
he had always been bold enough to en- 
tertain that that Act was a great and 
permanent educational measure as when 
he heard it admitted with such frankness 
that night. The hon. Member for North 
Camberwell had always been consistent in 
that view, but the significant thing 


was that no one on the Ministerial 
Benches had ventured to contra- 
dict the hon. Gentleman. No one 


could deny that to allow any school 
now supported out of the rates and taxes 
to be henceforth aided out of taxes alone 
was a retrograde step, from the point of 
view of secular education, and thoroughly 
and completely reactionary. It not only 
put the schools back into the position 
they occupied before 1902, but it 
emphasized that evil by bringing them 
down from the high position to which the 
Act of 1902 had raised them. The 
Government solution of the great 
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religious difficulty was to turn well- | not to receive 4 single penny out of the 


equipped schools into ill-equipped schools 
by compelling them to give up. the 


advantages of the rates which were con- | 
cheer of the Chancellor of the Exchequer 


ferred upon them by the Act of 1902. 
Surely that was one of the most grotesque 
results of the fortnight’s debates on the 


Bill. It was in the fullest sense in direct | 


contradiction to the: most emphatic 
promises and pledges given by the right 
hon. Gentleman himself. They all had 
fresh in their minds the speech made on 


the introduction of the Bill which had | 


raised so many hopes that had been 
already dashed to the ground. [‘ No.”] 
It raised among other 
hope, indeed the certainty, that wherever 
the owners of denominational schools de- 
sired the system of denominational teach- 
ing to be continued it would be con- 
tinued subject to the restrictions in 
Clause 3. The Government promised 
that on the First Reading, but they now 
attempted to give a difterent interpreta- 
tion to their unmistakable pledge. Might 
he remind the right hon. Gentleman of 
what he said? The right hon. Gentle- 
man said— 

“That after the appointed day no elemen- 
tary school should receive a penny of public 
money, either from the rates or taxes, unless 
it becomes a provided school within the mean- 
ing of the Education Act. Unless electoral 
pledzes were fustian and fudge, unless they 
were mere sound and fury sigrifying nothing, 
no one man could ignore that.” 

Was there a man in the House who could 
interpret the right hon. Gentleman’s 
explicit statement in any other sense than 
this, that henceforth every public 
elementary school was to be, in the first 


place, under public management, and, | 


in the second place, to receive aid out of 
rates as well as out of taxes 1 Could there 
be a clearer renunciation of the idea 
that there were to be what were now 
called Stated-aided schools — schools 
entirely outside the general system of the 
county schools which were to subsist or 
starve, as the case might be, upon taxes, 
and taxes alone, which were to have no 
connection with the local authority either 
by way of control or assistance, which were 
Mr, 4. J. Baltour. 


hopes the | 


rates. That was for ever to be abolished. 


| (Hear, hear,” from the Chancellor of the 


Exchequer.| Did, he understand the 
as indicating that the Government viewed 
that policy with satisfaction? The right 
hon. Gentleman adopted a_ prudent 
reticence. At all events, the reported 
and corrected words of the Members of 
the Government indicated that they 
never contemplated, when they brought 
in the Bill, any such class of school as 
State-aided schools, but that they 


‘deliberately thought they were introduc- 


ing a reform which went further than the 
Act of 1902, not, indeed, in giving more 
rate aid, but in giving public control over 
the schools. One word by way of 
summing up. The Government found 
among those who were going to support 
the Amendment only those who were in 
favour of local option. Those who were 
in favour of local option were, indeed, 
opposed to the Amendment, but they 
were equally opposed to the policy of the 
(Jovernment. They were quite opposed 
to the policy of the Government. They 
relied, therefore, upon the somewhat 
hollow support of those who funda. 
mentally differed from them in the object 
to be attained. In the object to be 
attained there was no difference between 
the Government and his hon. friend. 
His hon. friend proposed a clear and 
straightforward method of dealing with it. 
The Government method was not clear, 
and not straightforward—it involved the 
greatest injustice to voluntary schools, it 
carried with it the most reactionary result 
upon general education, and it was in 
direct and explicit contradiction to the 
promises made by the Minister for 
Education himself. 


Mr. bBIRRELL 


Progress. 


moved to report 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR inquired if the 
Government were going to do anything 
else. 
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Mr. BIRRELL replied that they |it out, but he warned the railway com- 
intended to take nothing except the| panies and their supporters that they 
Worcester Election Petition Motion. meant business and were determined, 
so far as lay in their power, to insist that 
all classes of His Majesty’s subjects 
should be treated alike in both railway 
and other matters. And unless the 

Motion made, and Question, “ That company met them they would do their 
the Chairman do report Progress; and | best to throw out the Bill whatever the 
ask leave to sit again’—( Mr. Birrell)— | consequences might be. The railway 
put, and agreed to. company must remember that all these 
, concessions granted to railway companies 
by Parliament were not granted to them 
for the purpose of making money, but 
—_—— for the convenience of the public. He 
felt that the time had now arrived 
when Parliament ought to say that the 
| people should be considered first and the 
railway shareholders afterwards. He 
moved the Motion standing in his name 
upon the Paper. 





Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said it would 


in that case be unnecessary to divide. 


| 


Committee report Progress; to sit 
again to-morrow. 


GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY BILL 
(By ORDER). 

Order read, for resuming adjourned 

debate on Question [June 19th], “ That 

the Bill, as amended, be now considered.” 


Question again proposed. 


Mr. CLAUDE HAY (Shoreditch, 
*Mr. MORTON (Sutherland) rose to Hoxton) formally seconded the Motion. 


move, That the Bill be considered that 
day three months.” He maintained that| Amendment proposed. 
the railway ought to provide third-classas| “To leave ont the word “now,” and at the 
pa. ; ‘ end of the Question to add the words “upon 
well as first-class sleeping carriages upon | this day three months.”—(Mr. Morton.) 
trains going north and west and travelling 
all night. It was said that this change Question proposed, “That the word 
would not pay, but it was a well-known and | ‘now’ stand part of the Question.” 
admitted fact that the profits of the railway 
company come from third-class passenger} *MR. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) said 
traffic. The third-class passengers were | he was amazed that not a single member 
surely entitled to the same accommo-| of the Treasury Bench had risen to reply 
dation as the first class. They were|to his hon. friend. The right hon. 
not going to ask too much, because they | Gentleman the Member for West Essex 
knew the railway companies only had} whom he saw sitting opposite had 
limited accommodation, but he thought} promised to give some information at 
the railway companies should on notice| the earliest opportunity ; he promised 
supply to the third-class passengers the| to consult the railway companies, but 
same accommodation they supplied to the | neither the right hon. Gentleman nor the 
first class. Nor did they ask that all| representative of the Board of Trade had 
railways should supply this accommoda-| thought fit to reply to his hon. 
tion, but only the five railways travelling | friend the Member for Sutherland. 
north and west, and those other railways} The commercial traveller was greatly 
connected therewith. They were obliged | interested in this question. Resolutions 
to deal with the matter in this way | from all parts of the country had been 
heeause they could not put a clause | passed, and it was only right that the 
in the Bill, and therefore the only | railway companies should redress a grie- 
course to adopt was to move to reject | vance which was felt by so many. If 
the Bill. They did not want to throw | hon. Members wanted anything done they 
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must avail themselves of every opportun- 
ity to place their desires before the House, 
notwithstanding the blandishments and 
fair promises of the Front Bench. He 
waited with anxiety for some statement 
from the hon. Gentleman representing the 
Board of Trade, and unless he had some- 
thing to say of a satisfactory nature he 
should join his hon. friend the Member 
for Sutherland in the stand he was taking 
in regard to this railway and other 
railways, 


THE PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 
TARY To THE BOARD or TRADE (Mr. 
KEARLEY, Devonport) said that when this 
matter was under discussion about a 
month ago he gave an undertaking 
that he would place himself in communi- 
cation with the railway companies 
and represent to them what he _ be- 
lieved to be the growing feeling in 
this House that some facilities should be 
afforded in the direction desired by 
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undertaking he suggested a conference at 
the Board of Trade. The Great Northern 
Railway Company sent its general 
manager, who was accompanied by other 
representative railway men. ‘They gave 
an undertaking that the general managers 
of all the long-distance railway companies 
should meet to consider the question. 
The consultation was now going on, not 
in any spirit of trying to burke the issue, 
but with the firm determination of arriv- 
ing at some decision which would be 
communicated to the House. A matter 
of this kind could not be decided off-hand. 
There were many practical questions to 
be considered, such as the increased 
length of trains, the extension of plat- 
forms, and so on. It was only fair, 
therefore, that the railway companies 
should have the opportunity of fully con- 
sidering the matter. 
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his hon. friends. 


Acland, Francis Dyke 
Acland-Hood, Rt.Hn.SirAlexF. 
Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Allen, A.Acland (Christchurch) 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Armstrong, W. C. Heaton 
Asquith, Rt.Hn.HerbertHenry 
Astbury, John Meir 

Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt.Hn.A.J.(CityLond. 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John 8. Harmood- 
Barker, John 

Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry,N.) 
‘Beach, Hn. Michael HughHicks 
Beale, W. P. 

Beauchamp, E. 


Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) | 


Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bennett, E. N. 
Bowles, G. Stewart 
Boyle, Sir Edward 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Brigg, John 

Bright, J. A. 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 
Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Butcher, Samuel Henry 
‘Cairns, Thomas 


Mr, Weir 


In pursuance of his 
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AYES. 
Carlile, E. Hildred 
Causton,Rt. Hn. Richard Knight 
Cave, George 
Cavendish, Rt.Hn. Victor C.W. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 


' Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone,'E.) 


Channing, Francis Allston 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Clough, W. 

Collins, Stephen (Lam beth) 
Collins,SirWm.J.(S. Pancras, W. 


| Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 


Corbett,CH.(Sussex,E. Grinst’d 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craik, Sir Henry 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Duckworth, James 


| Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness 


Duncan, Robert({ Lanark,Govan 
Dunne, MajorE. Martin(Walsal!) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 


| Ellis, Rt. Hon. John Edward 


Emmott, Alfred 


| Evans, Samuel T. 
| Everett, R. Lacey 


Fell, Arthur 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 


| Findlay, Alexander 

| Forster, Henry William 

| Fullerton, Hugh 

| Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 





The House divided :—A yes, 165; Noes, 
(Division List, No. 150.) 


Gill, A. H. 

Gladstone, Rt. Hn. HerbertJohn 
Glover, Thomas 

Gordon, SirW. Evans-(T’rHam. 
Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Hardy, Laurence( Kent, Ashford 
Hart- Davies, T. 

Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 
Helmsley, Viscount 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Herbert, Col. Ivor (Mon. S.,) 
Hervey, F. W.F.(BuryS. Edm’ds 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hill, Henry,Staveley (Staffs’h.) 
Hobart, Sir Robert 

Holland, Sir}William Henry 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hyde, Clarendon 

Jones, Leif (Appleby) 
Kearley, Hudson E. 

Kelley, George}D. 

Keswick, William 
Kincaid-Smith, Captain 
Kitson, Sir James 

Lamont, Norman 

Lawson, Sir Wilfrid 

Lever, A. Levy(Essex, Harwich) 
Levy, Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lockwood, Rt. Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R. 
Long, Rt. Hn. Walter(Dublin,S. 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
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Lupton, Arnold 

M‘Crae, George 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 

Maddison, Frederick 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Marks, G.Croydon( Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J. 

Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Montagu, E. S 

Murray, James 

Newnes, F. (Notts., Bassetlaw) 
Nicholls, George 

Norman, Henry 

Nuttall, Harry 

Paul, Herbert 

Paulton, James Mellor 

Pease, HerbertPike( Darlington 
Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Priestley, W. E. B. (Bradford, E.) 
Rainy, A. Rolland 

Remnant, James Farquharson 
Renton, Major Leslie 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E. 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barnes, G. N. 

sarry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Billson, Alfred 

Black, ArthurW.(Bedfordshire) 
Boland, John 

Bottomley, Horatio 
Brocklehurst, W. D. 

Bryce, J.A.(Inverness Burghs) 
Byles, William Pollard 

Clancy, John Joseph 

Clarke, C. Goddard 

Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Cooper, G. J 

Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crooks, William 

Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Delany, William 

Devlin, Chas. Ramsay (Galway 
Dillon, John 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 

Duffy, William J. 

Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Farrell, James Patrick 

Ffrench, Peter 

Field, William 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 

Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Ginnell, L. 

trulland, John W. 

Halpin, J. 

Hammond, John 


Main Question put, and agreed to. | 
bill, as amended, considered. 


Amendments made, 
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Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 


~! 
=~ 
to 


Railway Bill. 


Valentia, Viscount 
Verney, F. W. 
Walsh, Stephen 


Robertson, SirG.Scott(Bradf’d. | Walton, Sir John L.(Leeds, 8.) 


Robinson, 8. 
Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Runicman, Walter 


Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) | 


Ward, W.Dudley(Southampton 
Whitbread, Howard 


; White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 


White, Luke (York, E. R.) 


Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) | Whitehead, Rowland 
Saunderson.Rt.Hn.Col.Edw.J. | Whiteley, Geo. (York, W.R.) 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) | Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 


Shackleton, David James 


Williamson, A. 


Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B. | Willoughby De Eresby, Lord 


Simon, John Allsebrook 


Wilson, A. Stanley(York,E.R.) 


Smith, F.E.(Liverpool, Walton) | Wilson, J.W.(Worcestersh.,N.) 


Soames, Arthur Wellesley) 
Soares, Ernest J. 


Stanley, Hn. A. Lyulph(Chesh.) | 


Starkey, John R. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Thompson, J.W.H.(Someérset,E 


Thomson, W.Mitchell-( Lanark) | 


NOES. 


Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Worce’r) 
Hayden, John Patrick 
Hazelton, Richard 

Helme, Norval Watson 

Hogan, Michael 

Hudson, Walter 


Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 


Joyce, Michael 

Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 

Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lambert, George 

Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lundon, W. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 

Mac Neill, John Gordon Swift 
Mac Veagh, Jeremiah (Down,S.) 
MacVeigh, Chas. (Donegal, E.) 
M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 

M‘Killop, W. 


' Meagher, Michael 


Mooney, J. J. 

Murnaghan, George 

Nolan, Joseph 

O’Brien, Kendal(Tipperary Mid 
O’ Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 

O’ Doherty, Philip 

O’ Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 

O’ Dowd, John 

O’Grady, J. 

O’ Hare, Patrick 

O’ Kelly, James(Roscommon,N 
O'Malley, William 

O’ Mara, James 

O’Shee, James Jobn 





Woodhouse,SirJ.T.(Hudderst’d 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B.Staurt- 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Abel Smith and Viscount 
Turnour. 


Parker, James (Halifax) 
Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh,Central) 
Radford, G. H. 

Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Richards, Thos. (W. Monm’ th.) 
Richardson, A. 

Roche, Augustine (Cork) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Russell, T. W. 

Scott, A.H.(Ashton underLyne) 
Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Seely, Major J. B. 

Sileock, Thomas Ball 

Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thos. S. (Leitrim, S.) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Summerbell, T. 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Ward, John (Stoke upon Trent) 
Wardle, George J. 

W.tt, H. Anderson 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarthen 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Young, Samuel 


TELLERS FOR THE NOES—Mr. 
Morton and Mr. Claude Hay. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 


| «That Standing Orders 223 and 243 be 
suspended, and that the Bill be now 


read a third 
and Means.) 


time.”"—(Chairman of Wars 
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Mr. MOONEY (Newry) asked an ex- | assembled, beg leave humbly to represent 
planation why this extraordinary pro-| to Your Majesty that Sir John Compton 
cedure was proposed in favour of this Lawrence, knight, one of the Justices of 
Bill, The Standing Orders laid down | the High Court of Justice, and Sir Joseph 
that no private Bill should get through Walton, knight, one of the Justices of 
two stages at one sitting of the House. — the High Court of Justice, being two of 

‘the Judges appointed for the trial of 

*Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. Gentle- Election Petitions, pursuant to The 
man objects to this Motion being taken Parliamentary Elections Act, 1868, and 
now, it must stand over. The Parliamentary Elections and Cor. 

; _. Tupt Practices Act, 1879, have reported 

Mr. MOONEY: I do not object if ine House of Commons that ou was 

there is any explanation. reason to believe extensive corrupt prac- 


Mr. EMMOTT stated that this Bill tices had taken place at the last Election 


had passed through all its stages in the for the City of Worcester. 


House of Lords. The Bill had been ‘We therefore humbly pray Your 
several times postponed in this House, Majesty that Your Majesty will be 
and it was quite usual for such facilities graciously pleased to cause inquiry to 
as he was now asking to be granted in be made, pursuant to the powers of the 
the case of Bills which had been delayed Act of Parliament passed in the sixteenth 
owing to the action of the House, and year of the reign of Her late Majesty 
through no fault of the promoters. He Queen Victoria, intituled ‘An Act to 
therefore asked the House to pass this provide for more effectual inquiry into 
Motion. the existence of Corrupt Practices at 
‘ tla od Elections for Members to serve in Parlia- 

Mr. MORTON: I object to this being ment,’ by the appointing of Edward 
taken. Ido so on the ground that we Tindal Atkinson, esquire, one of Your 
have had no explanation from the rail- Majesty’s Counsel, Attorney-General for 
way company. |Your Majesty’s County Palatine of 
| Durham, and Recorder of Leeds ; Horace 
'Edmund Avory, esquire, also one of 
Your Majesty’s Counsel and Recorder 
'of Kingston-upon-Thames ; and Charles 


Motion accordingly opposed. 





THE WORCESTER ELECTION. eee. , : 
Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Sir. Willie Matthews, esquire, Barrister at 
Jon WALTON, Leeds, 8.) apologised to Law and Recorder of Salisbury, as Com- 
the House for asking at that late hour | MSS10ners for the purpose of making 
for consideration of the Motion standing aed —— the existence of such corrupt 
in his name. It only invited the House | practices.” —(Mr. Attorney-General.) 

to adopt the course prescribed by Statute. | 
He was not aware that in any previous | 
case had any objection been made to it. | Ordered, That the said Address be 
He begged to move. /communicated to the Lords, and their 
‘concurrence desired thereto. — (Mr. 

Question proposed, “ Worcester Elec- | Attorney-General.) \ 
tion—That an humble Address be pre- | 

sented to His Majesty, as followeth :-— 


Question put, and agreed to. 


And, it being after half-past Eleven 
‘of the clock, Mr. SPEAKER adjourned 





* Most Gracious Sovereign, 


“We, Your Majesty’s most dutiful | 


and loyal subjects, the Commons 
of the United Kingdom 


Britain and Ireland, in 


of Great 
Parliament 


the House-without Question put, pursuant 
to the Standing Order. 


Adjourned at ten minutes before 


Twelve o'clock. 





Member. 


indicates revision by the 


Speech 


a 


ment of 


CONLIMLCILCE 
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WORCESTER ELECTION. 


Message from the Commons that they 
have agreed to the following Address to 
be presented to His Majesty, to which 
they desire 

= House— 


“ Worcester Election. 


Memb 


‘* Most Gracious Sovereign, 


by the 


§ loyal subjects, the Commons of the 
2 United Kingdom of Great Britain and 


zomw 


» leave humbly to represent to Your 
Majesty that Sir John Compton Lawrence, 
knight, one of the Justices of the High 
Court of Justice, and Sir Joseph Walton, 


ale 


nidic 


>: Court of Justice, being two of the Judges 
“appointed for the trial of Election 
: Petitions, pursuant to the Parliamentary 
Elections Act, 


o 


t 


Act, 1879, have reported to the House of 


place at the last election for the city of 
Worcester. 


Comte hCEeilien 


“We therefore humbly pray your 
Majesty that your Majesty will be 


made pursuant to the powers of the Act 
of Parliament passed in the sixteenth year 
of the reign of her late Majesty Queen 
Victoria, intituled “ An Act to provide 
for more effectual inquiry into the 
existence of Corrupt Practices at elections 


wtsterishk (*) at the 


fu 


the appointing of Edward Tindal Atkin- 
son, esquire, one of your Majesty's 
Counsel, Attorney - General for your 
Majesty’s county Palatine of Durham, 
and Recorder of Leeds ; Horace Edmund 
Avory, esquire, also one of your Majesty’s 
Counsel and Recorder of Kingston-upon- 
Thames ; and Charles Willie Matthews, 
esquire, Barrister-at-Law and Recorder of 
Salisbury, as Commissioners for the 
parpose of making inquiry into the 
existence of such corrupt practices, 

VOL. CLIX. [Fourtu Series. ] 
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~ knight, one of the Justices of the High | 


1868, and the Parlia- | 
mentary Elections and Corrupt Practices | 


Commons that there was reason to believe | 
extensive corrupt practices had taken | 


graciously pleased to cause inquiry to be | 


tor Members to serve in Parliament,” by | 


Bill Business. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


746 


| 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted the 
| House that the Clerk of the Parliaments 
i had laid upon the Table the Certificate 
ifrom the Examiners that the further 
| Standing Orders applicable to the follow- 
ing Bill have been complied with: Poole 
Corporation Water. 


the concurrence of this | 


Also the Certificate that no further 
standing Orders are applicable to the 
following Bill: London County Council 
(Money). 

The same were ordered to lie on the 
Table. 


“We, your Majesty’s most dutiful and | 


and Innerleven 
Read 2°. 


' Buekhaven, Methil, 
3urgh Extension Bill [H.1.]. 


: Ireland, in Parliament assembled, beg | 


| Dowlais Gas Bill ; Merthyr Tydfil Gas 
| Bill. Read 3*, with the Amendments, 
| and passed, and returned to the Commons. 


| St. John’s (Westminster) Improvement 
| Bill. Brought from the Commons ; Read 
1*; and referred to the Examiners. 


Crellin’s Patents Bill [#.1.]; Rugby 
| Lower School Bill [H.1.]. Returned from 
'the Commons agreed to. 


Haslingden Corporation Bill [H.1.]. 
Xeturned from the Commons agreed to, 
| with Amendments; The said Amend- 
ments considered, and agreed to, 


Glasgow and South Western Railway 
Order Confirmation Bill [H.u.}. A Bill to 
confirm a Provisional Order relating to 
ithe Glasgow and South Western 

Railway—Was presented by the Lord 
Hamilton of Dalzell (pursuant to the 
Private Legislation Procedure (Scotland) 
Act, 1899, sections 8 and 9); Read 1*; 
_and to be printed. (No. 141.) 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 5) Bill; Electrie Lighting Provi- 
| sional Orders (No. 6) Bill. Moved, That 
| the order made on March 26th last, “ That 
'no Provisional Order Confirmation Bill 
' brought from the House of Commons shall 
| be read a second time after the 19th day 
of June next,” be dispensed with, and that 
‘the Bills be now read 2*; agreed to; 
| Bills read 2* accordingly, and committed 
| to a Committee of the whole House on 
| Thursday next. 


2C 
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Gas and Water Orders Confirmation | JUSTICES OF THE PEACE (No. 2) BILL, 
Bill [H.1.]; Gas Orders Confirmation (No. | Reported from the Standing Committee 
1) Bill bil} ; Gas Orders Confirmation | with further Amendments. The Report 
(No. 2) Bill [u.1.]; Water Orders Con- | of the Amendments made in Committee. 
firmation Bill (H.L.]; Electric Lighting | of the Whole House and by the Standing 
Provisional Orders (No. 3) Bill {H.L.|.| Committee to be received on Thursday 
Amendments reported (according to | next ; and Bill to be printed as amended. 
order) ; and Bills to be read 3* on Thurs- | (No, 143.) 
day next. | 
| MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS BILL. 
| Reported from -~ Standing Com- 
———— on wer | mittee withan Amendment. The Report 

RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. thereof to be received on Thursday ae : 
ao and Bill to be printed as amended. (No. 
MALTA. | 144.) 

Correspondence between the Governor INDIAN RAILWAYS ACT AMENDMENT 
and the Archbishop-Bishop of Malta in| BILL; EDUCATION OF DEFECTIVE 
regard to the holding of Protestant, CHILDREN (SCOTLAND) BILL. 
Mission Services at the Theatre Royal, | Reported from the Standing Cormittee 
Malta. | without Amendment ; and to be read 3° 

/on Thursday next. 
FISHERIES (SCOTLAND). 

Twenty-fourth Annual Report of the 
Fishery Board for Scotland, being for the 
year 1905. Part II. Salmon Fisheries. 


House adjourned at twenty-five 
minutes before Five o'clock, 
to Thursday next, half- past 
Ten o'clock. 


LONDON BUILDING ACTS | 
(AMENDMENT) ACT, 1905. | i 
| HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
| 
| 
| 


Tuesday, 26th June, 1906. 


Précis of the evidence given before 
the Select Committees of both Houses of 
Parliament. 


Presented (by Command), and ordered 


. mm The House met at a quarter before Three 
to lie on the Table. 


of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


Draft Order in Council containing 
certain provisions in the Order in Council 
of March 6th, 1902; Laid before the 
House (pursuant to Act), and ordered to| Cambrian Railways Bill [Lords]. As 
lie on the Table. amended, considered; to be read the 
third time. 

OFFICE OF THE GENTLEMAN USHER 
OF THE BLACK ROD. 

Report from the Select Committee 
with the Proceedings of the Committee ' ; 
nt an appendix) made, and to be| Ordered, That Standing Orders 225 
printed. (No. 140.) and 243 be suspended, and that the Bill 

be now read the third time.—(Zhe Chair- 
JUVENILE SMOKING BILL [1.1.] man of Ways and Means.) 

The evidence taken from time to time| Bill accordingly read the third time, 
before the Select Committee to be printed | and passed. 
for the use of Members of this House ; : 
but no copies thereof to be delivered, PRIVATE BILLS (GROUP DP). 
except to the Members of the Committee,| The CHarrman of Ways and MEANS 
and to such other persons as the Com-| informed the House that the Committee 
mittee think fit until further order. (No.|on Group I of Private Bills not being 
142.) appointed to meet until Thursday next, 


St. John’s (Westminster) Improvement 
Bill. As amended considered. 
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the parties promoting the Local Govern- | Land Clauses Acts.” [Education Poard 
ment Provisional Orders (No. 9) Bill | Provisional Orders Confirmation (Kes- 
[Wanstead and Woodford Order], which | teven, &c.) [Lords]. 

was set down for consideration on the | 

first day of the meeting of the Committee,| Education Board Provisional Orders 
had appeared before him and proved that | Confirmation (Kesteven, &c.) Bill {Lords}. 
the evidence of Dr. John C. Thresh,| Read the first time; referred to the 
medical officer for the county of Essex, | Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills, 
was essential to their case, and that his | and to be printed. [Bill 273.] 

evidence could not be procured without ES 
the intervention of the House. 


PETITIONS. 


Ordered, That the said Dr. John C. 
Thresh do attend the Committee on sinineines ee diniin weet lih 
Group I of Private Bills on Thursday - tae 
next, at half-past Eleven of the clock. eS GE aT, ee ; 

| Petition from Haverfordwest, against ; 
Newtownards Urban District Council | to lie upon the Table. 
Bill | Lords]. Reported from the Police | ,, ae Ba, itt : : ‘ Aa 
and Sanitary Committee, with Amend- | sonia So AND WALES) 
ments; Report to lie upon the Table,| ,, .... : ‘ — 
and to be printed | Petitions against; from Bedlington 
| (two); Caerleon; Farndon; Findern; 

Grocers’ Licences (Scotland) Bill | Flookburgh (two); Himley; Hitchin ; 

aad = “| Leaton; Marbury; Meriden; Radford ; 

Second Reading upon Friday. | Leaton ; et a ae , 

: . 8 uP y | Rickling and Quendon ; and Shrewsbury ; 
-_-—— | to lie upon the Table. 





MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. | EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 
That they have agreed to—Land | BILL, (RELIGIOUS TEACHING). 
Drainage Provisional Order Bill; Local | Petitions against alteration of Law ; 


Government Provisional Orders (No. 1) | from Liscard (two) ; Long Marston ; and 
Bill; Local Government Provisional | Menheniot ; to lie upon the Table. 

Orders (No. 2) Bill; Local Government | renee EA Ss ee 
Provisional Orders (No. 3) Bill; Local | ne ARS LIFE PROTECTION. 
Government Provisional Orders (No. 4) | _ Petitions for alteration of Law ; from 
Bill; Local Government Provisional | Canterbury ; and, Romsey ; to lie upon 
Orders (No. 5) Bill ; Local Government | the Table. 

Provisional Order (No. 6) Bill; Local alae 
Government Provisional Orders (No. 7) LAND SCOTLAND WEL. ETC. 
Bill; Local Government Provisional Sa st ) is : 
Order (Poor Law) Bill; Locai Govern- Petition from Glasgow, against ; to lie 
ment (Ireland) Provisional Orders (No. 2) | UPO" the Table. 

Bill; Local Government (Ireland) Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 3) Bill, without 
Amendment :— 


POISONS AND PHARMACY BILL 
[Lorps]. 

Petitions for alteration; from Barry 
Amendments to—Buenos Ayres Grand | Dock or South Glamorgan; Burnley ; 

National Tramways Bill[ Lords} ; Channel | Devizes (two); Doncaster; Ilkley ; 

Ferry Railway and Quay Bill [Lords];} Maidstone (two); Otley; Seacombe ; 

Hull Joint Dock Bill [Lords]; without | Winchester ; and, Woolwich ; to lie upon 

Amendment. the Table. 


That they have passed a Bill intituled, | POLLING ARRANGEMENTS (PARLIA- 
“An Act to confirm certain Provisiona] | MENTARY BOROUGHS) BILL [Lorps}. 
Orders made by the Board of Education, Petition from Shoreditch, for alteration ; 
under the Education Acts, 1870 to 1903, | to lie upon the Table. 
to enable the Councils of the Administra- 
tive Counties of the Parts of Kesteven, | PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS BILL. 
Surrey, and Warwick, and the Municipal Petition from Sheffield, against ; to lie 
Borough of Faling to put in force the | upon the Table. 


2C2 
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SUMMARY 


Petition from Royal Burghs of Scotland, | 


in favour ; to lie upon the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


SEA FISHERIES REGULATION ACT, 
1888, 

Paper [presented 

printed. [No. 213.] 


LOCAL AUTHORITIES (IRELAND) 
(FEMALE INSPECTORS). 
Return [presented 25th June] to be 

printed. [No. 214.] 


LONDON BUILDING ACTS (AMEND- 
MENT) ACT, 1905. 

Copy presented, of précis of the evi- 
dence given before the Select Com- 
mittees of both Houses of Parliament [by 
Command] ; to lie upon the Table. 


ECCLESIASTICAL DISCIPLINE 
COMMISSION). 
Copy presented, of Report of the Royal 
Commission on Ecclesiastical Discipline 
[by Command] ; to lie upon the Table. 


(ROYAL 


FISHERY BOARD (SCOTLAND). 
Copy presented, of 
Annual Report of the Fishery Board for 
Scotland, being for the year 1905. Part 
II. Salmon Fisheries [by Command] ; to 
lie upon the Table. 


BOROUGHS (RATEABLE VALUE). 


Return presented, relative thereto 
{ordered 4th April ; Mr. John Tennant] ; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. | 
[No. 215.] 


TRADE REPORTS (ANNUAL SERIES). 


Copy presented, of Diplomatic and | 
Consular Report, Annual Series, No. | 
3653 [by Command]; to lie upon the 
Table. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


Copy presented, of Draft Order in 


{COMMONS} 
JURISDICTION (CHILDEN) | 
BILL. 


25th June] to be 


Twenty-fourth | 
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ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES, 


QUESTIONS AND 


Settlement of Isle of Lewis Cottars in 


Ross-shire. 


Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty): To 
ask the Secretary for Scotland if he will 
state in what districts of the mainland of 
Ross-shire it is proposed to settle cottars 
migrated from the Island of Lewis. 


(Answered by Mr. Sinclair.) In 1901 
pie were addressed to the Lewis 
Landward Committee upon this subject, 
who replied in the negative in December, 
(1905. Since then the Landward Com- 
mittee report that there may be a 
prospect of some crofters or cottars 
being willing to migrate te the mainland, 
But the funds now at the disposal of the 
Board for purchase are very limited, and 
it is the opinion of the Board that, 
pending legislation, which the hon. 
Member knows is in course of prepara- 
tion, no immediate steps can be taken in 
connection with the formation of new 
settlements. 


Withholding of Increment due to Senior 
Telegraphists. 


Mr. C. J. ODONNELL (Newington, 
Walworth): To ask the Postmaster- 
General whether he is aware that certain 
increments of salary due to senior tele- 
graphist in the Central Telegraph Office 
on the April Ist, 1906, have been with- 
held; that the officials concerned have 


‘not been informed of the cause of their 
punishment, 
assigned ; 


no reason, in fact, being 
and whether he will now let 
these officials know how they have been 
| in fault, and give them an opportunity of 
| defence before withholding the increments 
of salary they have earned, 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) The 
question whether the increments of 
certain overseers and senior telegraphists 
in the Contrat Telegraph Office can be 


| allowed is under consideration, and I am 


not yet prepared to announce a decision. 
|The officers concerned were informed in 
March last of the grounds on which the 


Council continuing certain provisions in allowance of their increment was in 


the Order in Council of 6th March, 1902 | 
{by Act] ; to lie upon the Table. 


2 doubt, 
| | explanation they might have to give. 


and were invited to offer any 
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Forcible Removal of Fishermen to Facili- 
tate Naval Shooting Practice. 

Mr. MILDMAY (Devonshire, Totnes) : 
To ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
whether the attention of the Admiralty 
has been drawn to the action of H.M.S. 
“Theseus” in sending a launch to re- 
move four fishermen from their fishing 
ground on the Skerries Bank in Start 
Bay on April 27th last, compelling them 
to abandon their crab pots under pro- 
test; whether their claims to compensa- 
tion for loss of the day’s work will be 
considered ; and whether it will be 
possible to conduct the firing practice 
elsewhere along this coast, in view of the 
importance of this particular crab-pot 
ground to the poorer fishermen of the 
district. 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 
My attention has been drawn to the 
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incident, and inquiries are being made, 
the result of which I will communicate 
to the hon. Member ; but as the allega- 
tions of fact are conflicting there may be 
some little delay in clearing up the 
question. 


Irish Land Purchase—Average Prices. 

Mr. P. A. MCHUGH (Sligo, N.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if he will state the 
average price in terms of years purchase 
paid by the Congested Districts Board 
for lands purchased by them in each of 
the years ended on March 31st, 1901, 
1902, 1903, 1904, 1905, and 1906. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The average 
prices paid by the Congested Districts 
Board for lands purchased by them in 
each of the years ended on March 31st 
from 1901 to 1906 were :— 





Number of years’ | 
purchase of 
first-term rents. | 


Year ended 3lst Mareh. 





| 
.| Number of years’ 
purchase of 
second-term 
rents. 


Number of years’| Number of years’ 
purchase of purchase of 
yearly rents, | annual value of 

leaseholds, &e. | untenanted land. 











1901 : : oF 153 | — | 15 28 
1902 —_- - - | 15 | 18} 15 28 
1903 - . - | 17 | 18? 16 254 
1904 - ; . | 19 | 21 194 | 28} 
19905 - - - | 183 204 | 18} 273 
| | | 
1906 . - | 18 21} | 18 | 29 
ee : aes | a eee war 
Average price for | | 
the six years - 17} 20 | 17 | 277 
In this statement the number of years’ (Answered by Mr. Churchill.) Papers 


purchase paid for land on all the estates 
bought in each year have been added 
together and divided by the number of 
estates concerned, without regard to the 
quantity of land bought in each estate. 


Expedited Publication of South African 
Blue-Books. 

Mr. BRODIE (Surrey, Reigate): To 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether he can see his way to 
supply the House with Papers on South 
African questions at shorter intervals. 





on the labour question in the Transvaal 
were published in December and in 
February, and it is proposed to issue 
further Papers of a general character in 
the course of next month. The House 
has been placed in possession of all the 
material information on the various topics 
to which its attention has been directed, 
by Questions addressed to me by hon. 
Members, through the medium of the 
Answers as well as by the statements 
made by me in the course of the Debates 
which have taken place, so that I do not 
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think that the hon. Member can complain 
of lack of information. But the prepara- 
tion of a new Blue-book shall be 
expedited. 


British Policy Holders in “American 
Insurance Companies. 

Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick) : To 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
whether, in the interests of British policy 
holders in American insurances, he will 
communicate with 
Government Insurance Department of 
State, as to the recent investigations in 
New York respecting American insurance 
companies, and give report of the same 
and also of the laws recently passed by 
the New York Insurance Department for 
the protection of policy holders; and 
whether he will consider the advisability 
of amending the Life Insurance Act of 
1870. , 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) As | 


stated in my reply yesterday, a Com- 
mittee of the House of Lords is now 
considering what steps should be taken 
to provide adequate security for British 


policy holders in America, and other | 


assurance companies which have their 
chief office outside the United Kingdom, 
and I propose to bring the hon. Member’s 
(Question to the notice of that Committee. 


Oxfordshire Pupil Teachers’ Centre. 

Mr. YOXALL (Nottingham, W.): To 
ask the President of the Board of 
Education whether the Board have, 
through their inspector, recommended 
that the Oxfordshire pupil teacher centre, | 
which is under the control of the local | 
education authority, shall be closed, that | 
the male pupil teachers attending such | 
centre shall be sent to the Oxford high 
school, and the female pupil teachers to 
the convent school; whether he is aware 
that in neither of these schools is there 
any laboratory ; that excellent results 
have been secured at the centre, under a 
head teacher who has had experience 
as training college tutor and organising 
inspector ; will he say whether this policy 
has received his sanction; and, if not, 
whether he will take steps to retain the 
pupil teachers in an institution under 
public control and free from denomina- 
tional influences. 


(Answered by Mr, Birrell.) The general 
situation in regard to the existing pupil 
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teacher centre, carried on by the Oxford 
City Council, to which, I presume, the 
| hon. Member refers, has been brought 
ito my notice. The facts, as known to the 





t 

| Board of Education, differ somewhat from 
ithe account of the case given in the 
| Question. The centre was stated by the 
| Board to be unsatisfactory more than two 
| years ago, and grants were refused four 
| months ago, in consequence of the con- 
tinued failure of the local authority to 
improve matters. Every effort has been 
made by the Board to secure better 
provision being made by the local educa- 
tion authority, but so far without 
effective results. I understand, however, 
that the higher education committee of 
the city council have now considered the 
/ matter, and concur in the necessity of the 
arrangements suggested by the Board. 


Sale of Lands of the Prynces Charity. 

Sir WALTER FOSTER (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston): To ask the hon. Member for 
the Elland Division of Yorkshire, as 
representing the Charity Commissioners, 
| whether any application has been received 
| from the trustees of the Prynces charity 
‘in the parish of Holme Lacy, in the 
| county of Hereford, for authority to sell 
the charity lands ; whether any memorial 
against such sale has been received, or 
any request for a public inquiry ; and 
whether the Charity Commissioners will 
undertake to postpone the sale, if any, 
until a public inquiry has been held, and 
if such sale is allowed, to order it to be 
| by public auction. 


(Answered hy Mr. Trevelyan.) The 
present administrators of the charity have 
approached the Commissioners with 
reference to a sale of the charity land, 
but they have not yet made any formal 
application for authority to sell, and no 
memorial with respect to such proposed 
sale, or request for a public inquiry, has 
been received by the Commissioners. 


Working of the Teachers’ Register. 

Sik EDWARD SASSOON (Hythe): 
To ask the President of the Board of 
Education whether his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that the working 
of the Teachers’ Register contravenes the 
Act of 1899, by making an invidious 
distinction between teachers in different 
categories of schools, and fails to carry 
out the intentions of Parliament as 
testified to by the memorandum of the 
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Board of Education [Cd. 3017]; and, if | 
so, whether he contemplates rectifying | 
this state of things, in view of the | 
intention of His Majesty’s Government | 
to drop Clause 36 of the Education Bill. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) 1 have 
nothing to add to the reply given to a/| 
Question addressed to me by the hon. | 
Member for Stirlingshire on this subject | 
this afternoon, except to say that I must | 
not be taken as endorsing the accuracy | 
of the description of the position of 
affairs contained in the two paragraphs 
of the Question. 


Exchange Compensation Allowances to 
European Officers of the Indian 
Services. | 


Sin SEYMOUR KING (Hull, Central) : | 
To ask the Secretary of State for India 
whether he will grant a Return containing 
copies of all the Resolutions issued by the 
Government of India, with regard to | 
the grant of exchange compensation | 
allowance to European officers of the 
Indian Services. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Morley.) 1 
have no objection to the publication of a 
Return containing the Resolutions regard- | 
ing exchange compensation allowance 
which have been issued by the Govern- 
ment of India. 
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it was recommended in the first instance 
to the Board by the Irish Government. 


(Answered hy Mr. Bryce.) It would be 
contrary to the established practice to 
disclose any confidential communications 
which may have passed between the 
Trish Government and this or any other 
Board. 


Dismissal of Assistant Land 
Commissioners. 
Mr. WALTER LONG: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
whether four of the five 
Land Commissioners, whose 
employment was recently discontinued, 
notwithstanding several years of approved 


service in each case, were subsequently 


reappointed for brief periods ; and, if so, 
what were the circumstances which led 


| to their reappointments. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Answer 
is in the affirmative. The gentlemen in 
question were, upon the recommendation 
of the Land Commission, reappointed 
for periods ranging from five to twelve 


| weeks in order that the cases in which 


they had been engaged, but which has 
not been completed at the expiration of 
their term of oftice, might be disposed of 


| without the necessity of incurring delay 
| and expense in having the cases re-listed 


/ and re-heard. 


Temporary Assistant Land Commissioner. 

Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, 8.) : | 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether, prior to 
March 31st last, there is any official | 
record of a case in which the services of a 
temporary Assistant Land Commissioner 
were dispensed with on the expiration of 
the period for which he had been 
temporarily employed, except on reduc- 
tion of staff. 

(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) There are | 
official records of three such cases, two of | 
which occurred in the year 1890, and one 
in the year 1897. 


Payment of Fees for Teaching of Irish. 
Mr. WALTER LONG: To ask the | 
Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of | 
Ireland whether the proposed scheme, as | 
recently outlined by him, for the payment | 


of fees in respect of the teaching of Irish | expressing any 


Civil Examination for Assistant Land 
Commissioners. 

Mr. WALTER LONG: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether, in the opinion of the 
Irish Land Commissioners, the arrange- 
ment made with their approval some 
years ago for testing, by independent 
examination, at the hands of the Civil 


| Service Commissioners, persons proposed 
| to be appointed for the first time to the 
position of Assistant Commissioner, has 


worked _ satisfactorily; whether the 
views of the Land Commission were 
ascertained before it was recently deter- 
mined to set aside this arrangement ; 
and whether it has been decided to 
abrogate the arrangement in the cases of 
future similar appointments. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) Without 
disapproval of the 





in national schools originated with the | arrangement by which some years ago, 
Board of National Education ; or whether! certain persons were examined by the 
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Civil Service Commissioners for the 
position of Assistant Land Commissioner, 
the Irish Government considered that an 
examination is not necessary where there 
existed ample evidence, aliunde, not only 


Questions. 


of the fitness but of the special merits of | 
certain of the candidates who offered | 


themselves for these posts. It would be 
improper to state the nature of con- 


fidential communications which passed | 
between the Land Commission and the | 


Government. The Lord-Lieutenant has 
not arrived at any decision as to whether 
the method of examination by the Civil 
Service Commissioners will be used in 
the future or not. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: To ask the | 


Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland what is the date of the Land 
Commission rule prescribing qualifications 
for the position of Assistant Land Com- 
missioner; whether he will enumerate 
these qualifications ; whether contempo- 
raneously with the making of the rule the 
Irish Government arranged, with the 
full approval of the Land Commission, 
that all persons proposed thereafter to be 
appointed for the first time to the office 
of Assistant Commissioner 
required to undergo examination, con- 
ducted by the Civil Service Commis- 
sioners, in order to test their qualifica- 
tions as set forth in the rule; and in 
what manner, without such independent 
examination, were these qualifications 
specifically tested in the case of the five 
new Assistant Commissioners who were 
recently appointed. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) 
the rule March 13th, 1899, 
qualifications are prescribed in the 
following provision of the rules :—The 
fol'owing persons shall be competent to 
he appointed for the first time to the 
office of Assistant Commissioner :— 
Practising barristers and solicitors of not 
less than six years’ standing ; Persons 
possessing the following qualifications :— 
(a) A practical acquaintance with the 
value of land in Ireland, and knowledge 
of the methods of land valuation ; (b) 
Knowledge of the principles of land 
surveying and mapping, including skill in 
computing areas from maps and plans ; 
(c) General educational fitness ; and (d) 
Physical health, and capacity for outdoor 


is 


work in connection with land valuation. | 


There is nothing to show that the 
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| arrangement as to Civil Service examina- 
tion was intended to apply generally to 
all persons proposed thereafter to be 
appointed. No arrangement of the kind, 
even if contemplated, could have been 
binding, because the appointments in 
question are made by the Lord-Lieutenant 
for the time being, who may adopt any 
_method he thinks suitable for satisfying 
himself that the persons to be appointed 
possess the prescribed qualifications. As 
| to the concluding inquiry, I beg to refer 
/to my reply to the Question of the hon. 
|Member for Mid Armagh on May 10th, 
/1906.T 


Irish Evicted Tenants—Case of Jeremiah 
| Murphy. 

| Mr. SHEEHAN (Cork County, Mid.) : 
| To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
' Lieutenant of Ireland whether the Estates 
Commissioners have caused any inquiry 
'to be made into the claim of Jeremiah 
| Murphy, an evicted tenant on the estate 
/ of Bowen Colthurst, at Aharrin, Coach- 
|ford, county Cork, for reinstatement; 
|has the middleman, J. H. Weldon, 
| Kilmallock, beenapproached in the matter, 
and, if so, with what result ; and will he 
further state whether the negotiations 
fora sale of this estate have yet been 
concluded. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that they have 
had the holding in this case inspected, 
and having intimated to the middleman 
| mentioned the price at which they would 
| be prepared to purchase the holding if he 
|should be in a position to sell it. Mr. 
| Weldon has, however, refused to accept 
|this price. The Commissioners are 
making further inquiries into the matter. 


Belfast Harbour Commissioners. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether there is any supervision over the 
Belfast Harbour Commissioners by any 
| governmental department ; whether he is 
|aware that the ex-oflicio representation 
on that Board by the Belfast Corporation 
| is not in force, the present Lord Mayor 
| being an elected representative ; whether 
| there is any intention by the Government 
|to reform the elective franchise of this 
| Board, on which at present the plural 
| votes amount to 6,000 in a total of 
| 14,000, the highest qualified elector 


| ~e — 
i 
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having 46 votes and the lowest rating 
qualification being £20; and whether he 
will consider the advisability of taking 
action in this matter. 


The 


are 


(Answered by 
Belfast Harbour Commissioners 
not under the supervision of any 
department of the Government. The 
Lord Mayor of Belfast is ex-officio 
amember of the Harbour Board ; but it 


Mr. Bryee.) 


is the fact that the present Lord Mayor | 


is also an elected member of the Board. 
The electorate, consisting of shipowners 
and ratepayers, is constituted by The 
Belfast Harbour Act, 1883, the lowest 
rating qualification being £20. Plural 
votes are allowed by the Act, but I have 
no information as to the number of plural 
votes or as to the total number of electors. 
There are many other harbour boards in 


Ireland constituted on similar lines. So 
many suggestions for legislation on 


various subjects are made to the Irish 
Government that prudence dictates ex- 
treme caution before making any promises 
whatever. 


Spread of Consumption in Ireland. 

Mr. FFRENCH (Wexford, 8.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant whether he is aware that 
during the last thirty years the death 
rate from consumption in Ireland, per 
10,000 of the population, has arisen from 
nineteen to twenty-two, whilst in England 
it has fallen from twenty-four to twelve ; 
and whether to prevent the number of 
deaths from this disease in Ireland, about 
13,000 annually, the Government con- 
template providing, as in England, 
sanatoriums for the treatment of mild 
cases and isolation hospitals for incurables. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) I beg to 
refer to the reply which I gave in the 
House today to a similar Question put 
by the hon. Member for West Cavan, 
when I stated the measures which are 
being taken to check the spread of 
consumption in Ireland. I think the 
hon. Member is under a misapprehension 
in thinking that the Government have 
provided in England. institutions of the 
kind mentioned. 


Irish Land Purchese Apelicntion of Hugh 
Heavy of Tullyvilla, County Cavan. 


Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY (Cavan, 
W.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
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Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he will say 
why Hugh Heavy, of Tullyvilla, Curlough, 
county Cavan, a tenant on the estate of 
David Finlay, deceased, in the Land 
Judge’s Court, has had his purchase 
appiication refused by the Land Com. 
mission ; will he say what is the area of 
this tenant’s holding; and whether he 
will be offered an opportunity for pur- 
chasing the holding, which has been in 
his possession for the past fifteen years. 


Questions. 





| (Answered by Mr. Bryce.) IT am in- 
|formed by the Registrar of the Land 
| Judge’s Court that Hugh Heavy has 
| already purchased the holding comprising 
| 10? acres on the Finlay estate, of which 
ihe was tenant. Heavy was also sub- 
| tenant of 2? acres of land, of which, in 
order to facilitate the sale of the estate, 
jhe was made direct tenant. He has, 
however, declined to purchase this portion 
unless there is included in it certain land 
upon which he is stated to have en- 
croached. The suggestion that Heavy’s 
purchase application has been refused by 
the Land Commission appears to be 
founded upon a misapprehension. 





Status of Clerical Staff of the Irish 

Registry of Titles (Central Office). 

Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 
S.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether steps 
will be taken, having regard to the 
interests of the public service, to ascertain 
and establish the status of the clerical 
staff of the Irish Registry of Titles 
Central Office, which is at present un- 
determined; and whether the Law 
Officers of the Crown have been consulted 
as to the best means of placing the 
members of this staff in a well-defined 
and established position. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) 1 beg to 
refer to the Supreme Court of Judicature 
(Ireland) Bill, recently introduced by my 


right hon. and learned friend the 
Attorney-General for Ireland, which 


contains provisions regarding the status 
of both the present and future clerical 
staff of the office in question. 


Scotch Volunteer Regiments attached to 
other than their own Brigade—Camp 
Allowance. 

Mason ANSTRUTHER-GRAY (St. 

Andrew’s Burghs) : To ask the Secretary 

of State for War whether his attention 
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has been directed to the case of Scotch 
Volunteer regiments which, owing to the 
local holiday time not coinciding with the 
period of training of their own brigades, 
are attached to other brigades for camp 
training, and thereby forfeit camp allow- 
ance under Class I, thus losing 25 per 
cent. ; and whether, in consideration of 
the fact that they perform the same work 
and receive the same training, he will 
consider the advisability of granting them 
allowance under Class I. 


(Answered hy Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
My attention has been drawn to the 
matter. Under paragraph 535 of the 
Volunteer Regulations battalions cannot 
draw Class 1 allowances unless they 
attend the camp of their own brigade or 
a camp with the regular forces. It has, 
however, been decided that in the case of 
units allotted, under Army Order 130 of 
1906, to brigades other than those to 
which they formerly belonged, Class 1 
allowances will be granted if they camp 
with either their old or their new 
brigades, subject to the usual conditions 
that a brigade camp must consist of not 
less than three battalions. 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


Nayal Promotions. 

Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis): I beg 
to ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
what were the average and minimum 
ages of the officers promoted from lieu- 
tenant to commander in the last batch of 
promotions ; and on what calculation does 
he base the estimate that the rank of 
commander will be reached at about 
thirty-seven years of age under the new 
system of providing officers for the 
Navy. 


THE SECRETARY To tHe ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr. EpMunD Ropertson, Dun- 
dee): The average and minimum ages 
were thirty-two years four months and 
thirty years respectively. With regard 
to the last part of the Question—which, 
I understand, refers to a statement made 
by me in the course of the debate 
on Navy Vote 5—what I had intended 
to say was that the rank of commander 
would be reached at from thirty-two to 
thirty-seven. The rank of lieutenant 
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will be reached at about twenty-two-and- 
a-half, and it is estimated that from ten to 
fourteen years or thereabouts will elapse 
before a lieutenant becomes commander, 


Ceylon Civil Establishment. 

Sir H. COTTON (Nottingham, E.); | 
beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies whether he is aware 
that the proposal for the provision of 
Rs.250,000 per annum to the Ceylon 
Civil Establishment, in order to provide 
enhanced salaries on a gold standard for 
officials ordinarily recruited in Europe, 
was carried in the Ceylon Legislative 
Council by the votes of the European 
members of the council, many of them 
being officials who would or might 
benefit under the vote, in face of the 
unanimous opposition of the Ceylonese 
unofficial members of the council; and 
whether, seeing that a representative 
public meeting, held at Colombo on 
February 3rd, 1906, unanimously pro- 
tested against this vote and submitted a 
memorial to the Secretary of State pray- 
ing for a consideration of this protest, and 
in view of the feeling on the subject in 
the Colony, His Majesty's Government 
are prepared to give favourable considera- 
tion to the subject of this memorial. 


THe UNDER-SECRETARY or STATE 
FOR THE COLONIES (Mr. CHURCHILL, 
Manchester, N.W.): With regard to the 
first Question, I would refer the hon. 
Member to the Secretary of State’s 
despatch of January 25th, a copy of 
which, as published in Ceylon, has been 
placed in the Library. The memorial 
referred to has been received and con- 
sidered, but the Secretary of State has 
not seen any cause to alter his view of 
the question, and the memorialists have 
been so informed. 


*Sm H. COTTON further asked 
whether it was established by Lord Ripon 
in a despatch of October 9, 1894, and con- 
firmed by the right hon. gentleman the 
Member for West Birmingham in a des- 
patch of February 4, 1896, that all 
officers in the public service of Ceylon, 
whether domiciled or not, and of whatever 
nationality, were to be granted compensa- 
tion for exchange at a common rate, and 
were placed on an equal footing ; and 
whether these orders had not been set 
aside hy the decision of the Legislative 
Council t» which he had already referred. 
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Mr. CHURCHILL: This matter was 
far advanced when the transfer of 
power from the late to the present 
Government took place. I understand 
that the object of the new regulations is 
to secure the salaries of officers who may 
be domiciled in this country being per- 
manently payable on the sterling basis 


and without interfering at all with the | 
salaries of officers not domiciled in the 


United Kingdom. Obviously, it is only 
those ofticers hona fide living in the 
United 


fluctuation in exchange. 


Sin H. COTTON: Is the hon Gen- 
tleman aware that there is grave dis- 
satisfaction in the island ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Yes. Sir, some 
dissatisfaction has been shown. But it is 
largely due, I think, to a misunderstand- 
ing; and, if the hon. Gentleman would 
read the despatch to which I have referred, 
I think he will see there was considerable 
justitication for the late Government in 
embarking on this course, and for the 
present Government in not immediately 
reversing it. 


British Guiana. 

Mr. BYLES (Salford, N.): 1 beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies is he yet able to make any 
statement as to what action the Secretary 
for the Colonies has taken or intends to 
take in respect of the petition forwarded 
by the inhabitants of British Guiana, and 
a further petition from some members of 
the Court of Policy and Combined Court 
of British Guiana, containing grave 
allegations of misgovernment, and pray- 
ing for the appointment of a committee 
of inquiry. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Secretary 
of State’s replies to the petitions in 
question were despatched to the Governor 
of British Guiana on June 7th, and 
will be published in the Colony in due 
course. The correspondence will be 
presented to Parliament. 


Foreign Commercial Agents in British 
Colonies. 
Mr. LAIDLAW (Renfrewshire, E.) : 
1 beg to ask the Under-Secretary of 
State for the Colonies if he will lay upon 
the Table of the House a Return showing 
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|the number of commercial agents, other 

|than consular agents, in the service of 

| the respective Governments of Belgium, 
France, Germany, the United States of 
America, Japan, and Great Britain who 
are resident in the Colonies of Australia, 
and Canada and South Africa. 


Mr. CHURCHILL : I am afraid that 
considerable difficulty would be experi- 
enced in obtaining such a Return as the 
hon. Member desires; but if he can 
furnish me with more full information as 
| to the object he has in view, I shall be in 
a better position to judge of the possi- 
bility of meeting his wishes. 


Religious Processions in Malta. 

Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.): I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies if Protestant bodies in Malta are 
restricted from holding processions and 
other ceremonies in public, and, if so, 
will he explain why Roman Catholics are 
allowed this privilege. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I am consulting 
the Governor of Malta upon the questions 
raised by the hon. Member's Question and 
as soon as I get his reply I will communi- 
cate with the hon. Member. 


Appointments to the Indian Educational 
Service. 

Dr. HAZEL (West Bromwich) : I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for India 
whether the following gentleman have 
lately been appointed to Bengal in the 
Imperial educational service, viz., Mr. E. 
Candler, a newspaper correspondent to 
the principalship of the Hooghly College, 
Mr. J. A. Chapman, recently a clerk in an 
exchange bank, to the principalship of 
the Caleutta Madrassah, and Mr. W. 
Horn, recently a private tutor in the 
family of the Lieutenant-Governor of 
3engal, to an inspectorship of schools ; 
whether, seeing that high university 
distinetion has ordinarily been considered 
an indispensable condition for holding 
such appointments, he can say what are 
the educational qualifications and univer- 
sity distinctions of each of the gentlemen 
named ; and whether their appointments 
have superseded eminent Indian gradu- 
ates of British universities, who are 
employed in the lower paid and subordi- 
nate ranks of the provincial educational 
| service. 
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*THeE UN DER-SECRETARY or 
STATE ror INDIA (Mr. ELLIs, Notting- 
hamshire, Rushcliffe): The gentlemen 


Questions. 


referred to have been appointed to hold | 


charge of the posts mentioned temporarily, 


during the absence on leave of the perma- | 


nent holders, and have not been appointed 
permanently to the Indian Educational 
Service. Mr. Candler was engaged in 
teaching in India from 1896 to 1903, and 
is stated to bave shown exceptional fitness 


for work of that nature; Mr. Horne and | 


Mr. Chapman have also been employed 
in educational work with good practical 
results. Mr. Horne took honours at 
Edinburgh ; Mr. Candler is a graduate of 
Cambridge : as to Mr. Chapman’s univer- 
sity career I have no information. The 
posts in question, which are among those 
allotted to the Indian Educational Service, 
would ordinarily be filled from this 
country, and are not open to the members 
of the Provincial Educational Service, 
who therefore, have not been superseded 
by the selection of the gentlemen above 
mentioned. 


Dr. HAZEL: Is the hon. Gentleman 
aware that Mr. Candler was Daily Mail 
correspondent in Thibet? Is that a suffi- 
cient qualification for the headship of a 
college ! 


*Mr. ELLIS: I have no information 
as to the supposed connection with this 
newspaper and must ask for notice. 


*Sir H. COTTON: Has it not been 
usual to appoint a man of oriental attain- 
ments to the principalship of the Calcutta 
Madrassah, and was it desirable to select a 
clerk in an exchange bank for the office ? 


*Mr. ELLIS: My hon. friend seems to 


lose sight of the fact that these appoint- 
ments are temporary. 


Chicago Meat Packing Trade. 

Mr. H. H. MARKS (Kent, Thanet) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether he has now 
received a report from His Majesty’s 
Consul in Chicago of his inspection of the 
meat-packing establishments in that city ; 
and whether the Report will be pub 
lished. 


Tae SECRETARY or STATE ror 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS(Sir Epwarp Grey, | 


Northumberland, Berwick): A report 
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_ has been received and is being sent to the 
_Local Government Board for their infor- 
mation. It was sent by the Consul for 
the information of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, but I am doubtful as to the desira- 
bility of publishing any report except one 
written by an expert specially qualified 
to do so. 


British Relations with Russia—Massacres 
of Jews in Russia. 

Srr W. EVANS GORDON (Tower 
Hamlets, Stepney): I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether, in view of the fact that owing 
to the murder of the King of Servia 
diplomatic relations were broken off with 
that country, he proposes to adopt a 
similar course in consequence of the 
recent massacre of Jews in Russia. 


Sirk EDWARD GREY: The Answer is 


in the negative. 


Sir W. EVANS GORDON: May I 
ask what distinction is drawn between 
the assassination of two crowned heads 
in Servia and the wholesale slaughter of 
these poor people in Russia ? 


Sm EDWARD GREY: [ will reply 
to that Question in my Answer to the hon. 
Member for the Elland Division. 


Mr. TREVELYAN (Yorkshire, W.R., 
Elland): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs on what date, 
approximately, during the summer 
months it is intended, under the present 
arrangements, that the British fleet should 

| pay its ceremonial visit to a Russian port 
' in the Baltic. 


Sirk EDWARD GREY: According to 
present arrangements, the fleet will in 
the course of its cruise in the Baltic call 
at Swedish, Russian, and German ports. 
It will call at four Russian ports. The 
exact dates have not yet been fixed, but 
they will be at the end of July and 
the beginning of August. 


Mr. TREVELYAN: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether his attention has been called to 
appeals made in Russia to Great Britain 
not to send the British fleet on a 
ceremonial visit, on the ground that it 
/would be interpreted in Russia as a 
demonstration hostile to the const:tutional 
movement; whether he will make 


| 








769 


inquiries as to the prevalence or otherwise | 
of this feeling among the constitutional | 
party in Russia ; and whether, meanwhile, | 
His Majesty’s Government will delay | 
making final and unalterable arrange- | 
ments for a visit of the fleet such as has | 
been proposed. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: I can add) 
nothing to the Answers which I have 
already given. It seems to me quite ont 
of the question that a visit of the fleet 
which was arranged some time ago should | 
be regarded as having any reference | 
whatever to internal affairs in Russia, or 
as having any influence upon them. 
Such visits during the summer cruise of 
the fleet have always been regarded 
hitherto asa simple act of courtesy to the 
country and people to whose neighbour- 
hood the fleet has gone. But if it is 
desired that any fuller statement should 
be made, I would suggest that it should 
be postponed till the Foreign Office Vote, 
which is to be taken on July 5th. 


(Questions. 


Congo Free State. 

Mr. ALDEN (Middlesex, Totten- 
ham): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether in 
view of the fact that the evidence of the 
Commission of Inquiry affecting the 
Congo Free State has been suppressed 
by King Leopold and that the rights of 
the signatory Powers have been re- 
peatedly traversed especially in regard 
to the question of trade monopolies, he 
can see his way to request the other 
Powers concerned to join with His 
Majesty’s Government in making urgent 
representation of King Leopold for a 
redress of the grievances disclosed by the | 
Commission. 


THe SECRETARY to tHe LOCAL) 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Runcr- | 
MAN, Dewsbury, for Sir Eowarp GREY) : | 
The Congo Government do not deny that 
they are bound by the stipulations of 
Article 5 of the Berlin Act. Before 
again approaching the Powers parties | 
to that Act, it is necessary to see how | 
the recently issued decrees are applied, 
and how far they are successful in pro- 
viding a redress of the grievances dis- | 
closed by the Commission of Inquiry. 
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for the Home Department whether his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that 
carpenters brought from Aylesbury are 
being employed by the contractors now 
building an addition to His Majesty’s 
prison on Brixton Hill, and are being 
paid wages substantially lower than those 
paid to London carpenters ; whether the 
contract provides that the wages current 
in London should be paid; and, if so, 
what action he proposes to take in the 
matter. 


Questions. 


*TaeE SECRETARY or STATE For 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. 
GLADSTONE, Leeds, W.): I have made 
inquiry, and find that the contract in 
question, like other contracts made by 
the Prison Commissioners, requires that 
the wages shall not be less than the 
rates current for competent men in the 
district. ‘The carpenters employed are 
actually being paid either the union rate 
or more. One apprentice and three im- 
provers who came from Aylesbury are 
also employed ; but I understand it is 
claimed that the trades union rates do 
not apply to improvers for twelve 
months after they have completed their 
apprenticeship. The Prison Commis- 
sioners report that the terms of the 
contract are being observed, and that no 
complaint has been made to them, and 
on the information at present before me 
I can see no reason for my taking any 
action. 


Mr. FLAVIN (Kerry, N.): Why are 
the additions being made to this prison ? 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: I suppose because 
they are needed. 


Mr. FLAVIN: We can lend you 
some Irish prisons. 


Welsh Mine Inspection. 
Mu. LLEWELLYN WILLIAMS (Car- 
marthen District): I beg to ask the 


Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 


ment whether he is aware that Mr. Hugh 
Johnstone, who has been appointed chief 
inspector of mines for the Swansea dis- 
trict, has no knowledge of the Welsh 
language, and that the majority of the 


| colliers in the Swansea district use Welsh 


' as their ordinary speech ; whether, before 


Brixton Prison. 
Mr. SEAVERNS (Lambeth,  Brix- 
ton) : I beg to ask the Secretary of State | 


'making the appointment, he had_ his 


attention directed to Section 39 (1) of 
the Coal Mines Regulation Act, 1887, 
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which enacted that in such appointments 
in Wales and Monmouthshire preference 
should be given to persons having a 
knowledge of the Welsh language, and, 
if so, why that provision has been ignored 
in the present appointment ; and whether, 
in view of the feeling entertained by all 
Welshmen, irrespective of party, on this 
matter, he can see his way to reconsider 
the appointment 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: My hon. friend 
is under a misapprehension in supposing 
that Mr. Johnstone has been appointed 
to take charge of the Swansea district. 
I have not filled the vacancy in that 
district by promoting an assistant in- 
spector, but by transferring to Swansea 
Mr. W. N. Atkinson, one of the senior 
and most experienced of the existing 
inspectors, who is at present in charge 
of the Staffordshire district. In making 
the appointment I gave full consideration 
to the provision in the Act to which the 
hon. Member refers, which requires 
preference to be given to Welsh-speaking 
persons among candidates “ otherwise 
equally qualified.” In my judgment the 
South Wales coalfield is the most im- 
portant of all, because of its particular 
liability to great disasters. In this 
matter, therefore, a very direct responsi- 
bility rests upon myself, and 1 felt it my 
duty to appoint an inspector whose 
standing and well-known experience 
specially qualify him for this post. 


Mr. LLEWELLYN WILLIAMS: Is 
the right hon. Gentleman aware that 
the three inspectors on the staff at 
present, Mr. Pearson of Scotland, Mr. 
Matthews of Liverpool, and Mr. Lewis, 
have passed their examinations, have 
been for several years on the staff, 
and are perfectly qualified to fill this post ? 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: I quite follow 
my hon. friend, but I cannot add anything 


more to what I have said. In my 
judgment the best qualifications are 


standing experience and ability, and 
without disrespect to the gentlemen 
named, Mr. Attkinson’s qualifications are 
considerably higher than those of any- 
body else. That being so, I felt it my 
duty to the district in question to appoint 
aman qualified by experience and ability 
for the duties of the post. 
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Mr. LLEWELLYN WILLIAMS: 
Does Mr. Attkinson know Welsh ? 


172 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: He does not 
know Welsh, but I am advised that, 
although it is quite desirable that Welsh- 
men should be appointed as far as possible, 
yet so far as the necessary duties are con- 
cerned a knowledge of Welsh is not 
essential. 


Mr. WILLIAM ABRAHAM (Glamor- 
ganshire, Rhondda): Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that the gentleman he 
has appointed to this most dangerous 
district has, according to his own admis- 
sion, no experience whatever of the 
Welsh system of mining, and no 
acquaintance whatever with any Welsh 
colliery at ail 4 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: No, Sir. I am 
not aware of that ; but after the most 
careful inquiry and consultation with 
mining engineers of practical experience 
of the subject I am quite satisfied that 
Mr. Atkinson is the best qualified man. 


Mr. WILLIAM ABRAHAM: Seeing 
that the right hon. Gentleman is_ not 
aware of this important fact, will he 
kindly stay the appointment until he has 
ascertained whether this man knows any- 
thing about the Welsh system of mining ? 


*Mr. LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Slea- 
ford): Will the right hon. Gentleman say 
whether South Wales coalfields are not 
particularly liable to explosions from coal 
dust ; whether Mr. Atkinson has any par- 
ticular knowledge of that subject, and 
whether in that respect he is well qualified 
to deal with mines of the character of the 
Welsh coal mines ? 


Mr. GLADSTONE: Yes, Sir. 


Mr. WILLIAM ABRAHAM: May I 
ask this Gentleman, if he is allowed to 
give an opinion, to explain the difference 
in Welsh between—— 


*Mr. SPEAKER: Order! order! The 
hon. Member is not entitled to ask a 
private Member a Question. 


*Mr. BRACE (Glamorganshire, §.): 
Arising out of this Question or discussion 
may I submit to the Home Secretary 
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that this matter is so important to us— of Maghery, and for the requirements of 

and we speak on behalf of 150,000 Welsh | the local industries in its neighbourhood, 

miners—that if he cannot agree to the | and state what steps are being taken 

reconsideration of it, we should have the | to establish a post office and telegraph 

opportunity of havingthe Houseadjourned | station in Maghery. 

later in the week, in order to debate the | 

question fully. | THe POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Mr. 

|\SYDNEY Buxton, Tower Hamlets, 
Mr. GLADSTONE: I would point | Poplar): I will look into the matter. 

out to my hon. friend that the debate on | 

the Home Office Vote is bound to come | Sea Encroachments. 

on in the next two or three weeks, when| Mr. STANLEY WILSON (Yorkshire, 

there will be ample opportunity for a! E.R., Holderness) : I beg to ask the 

discussion of this very important question. President of the Board of Trade whether 

For my part I make no complaint. |the Government have yet received the 
eee |report of Mr. Matthews, as to the effects 

*Mr. BRACE asked whether the Home | of the recent encroachments by the sea 

Secretary would defer the confirmation | jn the south-east corner of the East 

of the appointment until after the Home Riding of Yorkshire ; and whether the 

Office Vote was taken, so that they might | Government intend to take any steps 


give their reasons to him for accepting 
their opinion on the matter as that of 
men who really did know something of 
the needs and requirements of the miners 
of South Wales. 


CoLtonEL HERBERT (Monmouth- 
shire, S.) also asked the right hon. 
Gentleman to ascertain whether the 
officials of the Home Office were aware 
of the difference between the coal mines 
of Wales and those in the North of 
England and Scotland. 


Mr. GLADSTONE said he had come 
to a decision after careful and _ close 
examination, and he could not delay 
the appointment. 


*Mr. BRACE: Then we will raise the 


question again. 


Maghery (Moy) Post Office. 

Mr. McKILLOP (Armagh, 8.): I beg 
to ask the Postmaster-General if he will 
state the reasons for the removal, in 
October last, of the post office, which has 
been situate at Maghery, Moy, county 
Armagh, for the past sixty years, to 
Derrylee, two miles distant, and in the 
same delivery and only two miles distant 
from Tamnamore ; and whether, seeing 
that Maghery is an important navigation 
station and tourist resort on the shore 
of Lough Neagh, and Derrylee an inland 
hamlet of a few houses only, and in view 
of the public meetings held in the district 
protesting against the change, he will say 





to prevent the recurrence of such 
/encroachments during the approaching 
| autumn and winter. 

| 

| THE PRESIDENT or THE BOARD oF 
| TRADE (Mr. Lioyp-GrorGe, Carnarvon 
| Boroughs): The Board of Trade have 
received the joint report from Captain 
| Frederick, one of their professional 
;advisors and Mr. Matthews, C.M.G., 
'as to the encroachment by the sea at 
| and near Kilnsea. The report is receiving 
careful consideration, and I hope to be 
|able to say shortly what conclusion has 
| been arrived at. 


Mr. STANLEY WILSON : Can I see 
| the report ? 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: Certainly. 


The Wreck of the “Courier.” 

Sir W. J. COLLINS (St. Paneras,. 
W.): I beg to ask the President of the 
Board of Trade whether he has considered 
the Report of the local inquiry into the 
wreck of the “Courier” off Guernsey on 
| April 30th last, whereby seven passengers, 
including five women and children, were 
drowned ; and whether, in view of the 
evidence given, and of the differences 
in regard to regulations for merchant 
shipping obtaining in the Channel Islands 
from those observed in the British Isles, 
he will cause further investigation to be 
made into the circumstances connected 
with this disaster. 











what postal and telegraph facilities are) Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: Ihave seen 
at present provided for the residents | the Report of the inquiry held in Guernsey, 
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into the wreck of the “Courier.” With | 
regard to the differences between the | 
the laws of the United Kingdom and 
the Channel Islands, I understand that 
communications are passing between my | 
right hon. friend the Home Secretary | 
and the Channel Islands authorities on | 
the subject. The Board of Trade will | 
be glad to co-operate in any measures | 
that may be taken to bring the laws of | 
the Channel Islands and the United | 
Kingdom into harmony so far as it may | 


be necessary to do so. | 
| 


Sir W. J. COLLINS asked whether | 
the Government would consider the pro- | 
priety of introducing a new clause into | 
the Merchant Shipping Bill making it 
applicable to the Channel Islands. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: We could 
hardly legislate for the Channel Islands. | 
We do not legislate for the Colonies. We 
approach them, if necessary, to bring 
their legislation into line with our own. 


Railway Working—Precaution against 
ecidents. 

Mr. WARDLE (Stockport): I beg 
to ask the President of the Board of | 
Trade if his attention has been called to_ 
the practice of banking passenger and 
other trains up inclines on the London 
and North Western and Midland Rail- | 
ways, without either the engine in the | 
rear being coupled to the train in front 
or any continuous brake connection being | 
formed ; and whether, in view of the) 
possibility of accident to the front engine | 
or train, and with a view to securing safe | 
working, especially at night, he will say 
what steps he proposes to take, if any, to | 
avoid such risk. 
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institution on 
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by the second officer, that proper medical 
attendance was not afforded, that sufficient 
and proper food was not supplied, that the 
captain neglected to properly supervise 
his under-officers, that the log book is 
defective, and that the master’s reports 
are incorrect; and will he state what 
action he is taking in the matter. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : — Attention 
has been called to the case to which the 
hon. Member refers, and I am_ having 
inquiries made.into the circumstances so 
that I may be in a position to decide what, 
if any, action should be taken by the 
Board of Trade in the matter. 


Mr. H. H. MARKS: Is the right 
hon. Gentleman aware complaint was 
made to the Consul at Los Angelos? 
Will he get his report ? 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: That is one 


of the inquiries we are instituting. 


The Technological College. 

Str W. J. COLLINS : I beg to ask the 
the Board of Education 
whether he can now state what action he 
proposes to take on the Report of the 
Departmental Committee on the Royal 
College of Science, &c. ; and whether any 
reorganisation of the University of Lon- 
don is contemplated, with a view to the 
association with it of the proposed 
Technological College. 


Tae SECRETARY to Taz BOARD 
or EDUCATION (Mr. Love, Islington, 
W., for Mr. Brrrei.): The Board are 
at present engaged in the preparation of 
a scheme for the establishment of a new 
lines corresponding as 


closely as possible to those recommended 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I am_ in 
communication with the railway com- 
panies referred to, and hope to be able to 
give my hon. friend a reply if he will put | 
down his Question again ina few days. | 


by the Departmental Committee. The 
Board agree with that Committee in 
regarding it as of first importance that 
there should be no delay in the organisa- 


‘tion of the institution, and with the 


| recommendation of the Committee that 


Ill-Treatment of Ship’s Apprentices. 

Mr. H. H. MARKS: I beg to ask 
the President of the Board of Trade 
whether complaint has been made to him | 
that four lads who, by apprentice inden- | 
tures, became apprentices to Messrs. Gib- | 
son and Clark, of Glasgow, and in July, | 
1905, joined the ship the “Pass of Killi- | 
crankie,” were !on the voyage from Ant- | 
werp to Los Angelos, treated with cruelty | 


its relation to the University of London 


should, in the first instance, be that of a 
“school of the University ”—-a recommen- 
dation in which the senate of the 
University have informed the Board that 
they concur. In considering the consti- 
tution of the new institution, the Board 
have had under consideration the sugges- 
tion of the Departmental Committee (No. 
94, page 27) that without delaying the 
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commencement of the new institution’s 
work, a Royal Commission should be 
appointed to consider whether changes 
could advisedly be made in the character 
and constitution of the University which 
might make it desirable and possible to 
amalgamate the two institutions. They 
have also had before them the Resolution 
of the senate of the University depreca- 
ting the appointment of such a Royal 
Commission within so short a period after 
the reorganisation of the University, and 
expressing the desire that opportunity 
should be afforded for conference between 
the Board and the senate as to any 
changes of the kind suggested. In the 
course of thesconference, which took place 
on March 9th, between the Board of 
Education and a deputation from the 
University senate upon these matters, 
the suggestions thrown out by the Univer- 
sity deputation seemed to be contingent, 
practically, upon the incorporation of the 
new institution within the University. 
As this would necessitate a prolonged 
delay in the starting of the institution, 
which the Committee specially recom- 
mended should be avoided, the Board 
have found it impracticable to proceed on 
those lines, but are hastening as much as 
possible the preparation of a draft charter 
on the lines of the report of the Depart- 
mental Committee. 


Sir W. J. COLLINS: Will an oppor- 
tunity be afforded for further communica- 
tions on the subject with the University 
of London ? 


Mr. LOUGH: No doubt. 


*Sir PHILIP MAGNUS (London 
University): Will the senate of the 
University of London have an opportunity 
of considering the scheme or draft charter 
before it is finally adopted by the Board 
of Education ? 


Mr. LOUGH: I should like notice of 
that Question. 


Registration of Teachers. 

Mr. SMEATON (Stirlingshire) : I beg 
to ask the President of the Board of 
Education whether, seeing that Clause 4 
of the Board of Education Act, 1899, 
does not make preparation of the 
register of teachers obligatory, but only 
declares its preparation to be lawful, and 
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fees for registration, he will consider the 
advisability of dropping Clause 36 of the 
Education Bill and cancelling the repeal 
of paragraph (a) of Clause 4 of the Board 
of Education Act, 1899, in the second 
schedule to the Bill, or, if such course be 
deemed inexpedient, of amending Clause 
36 of the Bill by authorising the forma- 
tion of a register of all teachers of ap. 
proved training, irrespective of service in 
any particular type or class of school, 
with qualifications not less than those 
required for a university degree, com- 
petent to instruct children of school age. 


Mr. LOUGH: The points referred to 
in the Question will, I hope, receive full 
discussion in this House during the con- 
sideration of Clause 36 by the Committee. 
Ido not think it wise to forestall that 
discussion by dealing with the matter 
beforehand by Answers to Questions such 
as that put to me by the hon. Member. 


Miners’ Association—Registration of 
ules. 


Mr. RICHARDSON (Nottingham, 8.): 
[ beg to ask the President of the Board 
of Trade if he is aware that in the year 
1901 the Registrar of Friendly Societies 
registered the rules of the Derbyshire 
Miners’ Association, containing as one of 
the objects of the association the promo- 
tion of legislation and labour representa- 
tion, and that, on application being made 
by the NottsMiners’ Association to register 
revised rules, he now requires the dele- 
tion of the same object from those rules ; 
and will he explain why this distinction 
is being made. 


Tue FINANCIAL SECRETARY to 
THE TREASURY (Mr. McKenna, Mon- 
mouthshire, N.) : The chief registrar 
informs me that his action with regard to 
the Notts Miners’ Association was based 
upon the interpretation, which he places 
upon the definition of a trade union as 
given in Section 16 of the Trade Union 
Act (1871) Amendment Act. The action 
referred to in 1901 was taken by the 
predecessor of the present chief registrar, 
presumably upon a different interpreta- 
tion of his duties under the Act. 


Pupil Teachers’ Grants in Scotland. 

Mr. GULLAND (Dumfries Burghs) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary for Scotland 
whether he is aware that, in the new 


that the teachers in Column B have paid | regulations for pupil teachers in England, 
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an additional grant of £2 per head is 
given to county councils for the travelling 
and other incidental expenses of pupil 
teachers, making a total grant of £9 tor 
each pupil teacher; and whether, in 
addition to the £8 per head allowed for 
the junior students in the minute for 
training of teachers in Scotland, he will 
endeavour to secure a similar grant for 
Scotland. 


Questions. 


THE SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Mr. Sinccair, Forfarshire) : The cost to 
the Treasury, under the new regulations 
for England, of a pupil teacher who com- 
pletes a three years course is £64+£9+ 
£9=£24—exactly the cost of a junior 
student who completes his course under 
the regulations for Scotland. Buta large 
proportion of the pupil teachers in Eng- 
land take only a two years course, in 
which case their cost to the Treasury is 
only £94+£9=£18—less than in Scot- 
land. 


South Leith Manse Assessment. 

*Mr. McCRAE (Edinburgh, E.) : I beg 
to ask the Secretary for Scotland whether 
he is aware of the dissatisfaction existing 
in Edinburgh and Leith against the pro- 
posal to levy an ecclesiastical assessment 
tor repairs on the manse of South Leith 
parish church ; whether he is aware that 
these repairs cost £589, to which is to be 
added the cost of collection, amounting to 
an additional £400, and that an assess- 
ment of five-eighths of a penny per pound 
is to be levied, which will produce 
£1,250; whether he is aware that meet- 
ings have been held pledging the heritors 
to resist the imposition of the assessment ; 
and if he will consider the advisability of 
introducing legislation to prevent the 
levying of such assessments. 


Mr. MUNRO FERGUSON (Leith) : I 
beg also to ask the Secretary for Scotland 
whether, in view of the facts disclosed in 
the South Leith manse assessment case, 
he will propose legislation to abate such 
impositions in Scotland. 


Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON (Lanark- 
shire, N.W.) asked whether the right hon. 
Gentleman was also aware that at a kirk 
session an intimation was given that relief 
would be given to heritors under £50 
and that those over £50 would be relieved 
to the extent of the assessment. 
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Mr. SINCLAIR: Opinion among the 
heritors appears to be divided, and I am 
informed that the cost of collection did 
not amount to £400. With these excep- 
tions, my hon. friend’s statement of the 
facts, so far as it goes, seems to be correct, 
In reply to his last Question and that of 
my hon. friend the Member for Leith | 
may remind them that in 1900 the late 
Government passed an Ecclesiastical 
Assessments (Scotland) Act. The pro- 
cedure laid down by that Act is ap. 
parently being followed by the heritois 
in this instance, and will be closely 
watched by the Government with the 
view of considering the advisability of 
introducing further legislation. 


*Mr. McCRAE: Is my right hon, 
friend aware that yesterday at a meeting 
of the heritors, amid disorder, a motion 
was said to be carried to impose the 
assessment ? And will he give facilities 
for a Private Member’s Bill dealing with 
the matter ? 


Mr. SINCLAIR: I know nothing 
about the meeting, and cannot give any 
undertaking as toa measure till I have 
seen it. 


Sound of Kilbrennan—Herring Fishing. 


*Mr. LAMONT (Buteshire) : I beg to 
ask the Secretary for Scotland whether 
he is aware that, in the Sound of Kil- 
brennan, herring fishing is being syste- 
matically prosecuted during daylight 
hours, in contravention of the Act 52 
and 53 Vic. ¢. 23, s. 5; and whether, in 
view of the injury thereby done to those 
fishermen who abide by the law, he will 
now direct the Scottish Fishery Board to 
perform their duty in securing the en- 
forcement of the statute. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: I am not aware 
that there has been systematic contra- 
vention of the Act 52 and 5% Vic, ¢ 23, 
s. 6, but on Friday last the Fishery 
Board for Scotland received a complaint 
on the subject, and telegraphed to the 
commander of the fishery cruiser 
“Vigilant” instructing him to proceed 
to the Sound to inquire and report on 
the matter. If the complaints prove to 
be well founded, steps will be taken to 
enforce the law. 
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Cork Magistracy. 

Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.): I beg to ask 
Mr. Attorney-General for Ireland whether 
he is aware that, of the nine magistrates 
appointed in the county of Cork from 
May, 1905, to March, 1906, eight are 
Protestant Gentlemen and only one 
Catholic; and whether, in view of this 
disparity, representations will be made to 
the Lord Chancellor to appoint some 
of the gentlemen who have recently been 
recommended by district councils and 
other popularly elected bodies. 


ATTORNEY-GENERAL For 
IRELAND (Mr. Cuerry, Liverpool, 
Exchange) : 1 am not aware, except from 
what the hon. Member tells me, of the 
religious beliefs of the gentlemen ap- 
pointed to the Commission of the Peace 
in the county of Cork during the period 
mentioned in the Question. The appoint 
ments referred to, I am informed, were 
all made before the present Government 
came into office. Any representations 
which I may receive from district councils 
or other elected bodies recommending the 
appointment of gentlemen to the Com- 
mission of the Peace, I shall with pleasure 
submit to the Lord Chancellor, and I am 
sure that he will give them his most 
favourable consideration. 


THE 


Cooscroum (Kerry) Pier. 

Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 8.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether, in view 
of the fact that the necessity for building 
a slip or pier at Cooscroum, county Kerry, 
was brought to his personal knowledge 
when in that district, and that the local 
district council has passed a Resolution in 
favour of the scheme, that there are no 
facilities for landing afforded to the 
thirty fishing boats which use the cove, 
and that, owing to the presence of massive 
boulders, it is impossible in stormy 
weather for more than one boat at a 
time to be hauled up, he will urge upon 
the Congested Districts Board the 
necessity of providing landing facilities, 
or else avail himself of the powers under 
the Marine Works Act, in conjunction 
with the Congested Districts Board, to 
construct a pier. 


Mr. CHERRY (for Mr. Bryce): On 
the occasion of my recent visit to the 
locality, | received a memorial from the 
fishermen of Cooscroum asking for the 
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construction of a landing place there, and 
was impressed by the facts therein brought 
before me. The memorial will be con- 
sidered by the Congested Districts Board 
at the next meeting. 


Irish Fisheries—Boat Building Return. 

Sir THOMAS ESMONDE (Wexford, 
N.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of freland if he can 
state when the Return as to the building 
of boats for the various Government 
Departments connected with — Irish 
fisheries, ordered by this House earlier in 
the present session, will be laid. 


Mr. CHERRY: The Return is, I 
understand, approaching completion, 
and will be laid on the Table in the 
course ofa few days. 


Marine Works Act. 

Sin THOMAS ESMONDE: I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he will give a 
Return, showing the result of the 
inquiries made by the Board of Public 
Works in Ireland, in connection with the 
investigations conducted by the late 
Government with a view to the extension 
of the operations of the Marine Works 
Act to districts outside the congested 
districts, and referred to in this House 
by the late Chief Secretary in March, 
1905, and by his predecessor in July, 1904, 
and March, 1904. 


Mr. CHERRY: I am informed that 
there is no record of any investigation 
having been conducted by the late Irish 
Government with the view indicated in 
the Question, and that the Board of 
Works have made no inquiries in the 
matter. I cannot find that either of my 
predecessors in office referred to the 
subject in this House at the dates 
mentioned, but if the hon. Baronet will 
give mea more precise reference I will 
have the matter further looked into. 


Artisans’ Dweilings in Irish Urban 

istricts. 

Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 
By: I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether, 
pending legislation for the granting otf 
facilities for the erection of artisans’ 
dwellings in urban districts in Ireland, 
steps will be taken by a departmental 
arrangement to enable urban authorities 
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to borrow on easier and cheaper terms 
money required for the better housing of 
labourers in the towns. 


Questions. 


Mr. CHERRY: I am afraid that what 
the hon. Member asks is not possible 
without legislation. If reference be 
made to Section 1 of the Public Works 
Loans Act, 1897, it will be seen that 
loans to local bodies can only be made at 
rates which will not involve loss to the 
local loans fund, and I am informed that 
the rates now charged are only such as 
are necessary to keep that fund self- 
supporting. I would refer the hon. 
Member to my reply to the Question of 
the hon, Member for West Kerry on 
Thursday last.+ 


Mr. THOMAS O'DONNELL (Kerry, 
W.): Is not money raised at 3 per cent. 
and lent to the local authorities at 4} per 
cent. ! 


Mr. CHERRY: That Question should 
be addressed to the Secretary to the 
Treasury. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND: Will 
the right hon. Gentleman bear in mind 
that there is a strong feeling in Ireland 
that working men living in towns should 
he afforded equal facilities with those in 
the country for buying cottages ? Will he 
bring in a legislation to secure that ? 


Mr. CHERRY: In view of the state 
of business I do not think legislation 
would be possible this year. 


Mr. FLAVIN: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that in urban areas the 
wage of the artisan is little more than 


that of the agricultural labourer ? 


Mr. CHERRY: Yes, and I certainly 
think the labourers in urban districts 
deserve consideration. 


Irish Land Purchase—Average Prices. 

Mr. P. A. MCHUGH (Sligo, N.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he wil! 
state the average price in terms of years’ 
purchase paid by the Congested Districts 
Board tor lands purchased by them in 
each of the vears ended on March 31st, 
1501, 1902, 1903, 1904, 1905, and 1906. 
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THE CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRR. 
LAND (Mr. Bryce, Aberdeen, 8.): 
The Answer to this Question contains 
a tabular statement of figures which 
could not be made very intelligible in an 
oral reply, and with the hon. Member's 
permission I will circulate the Answer 
with the Votes. ¢ 


Price of Congested Estates. 

Mr. P. A. MCHUGH: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he can state, in 
terms of years’ purchase, the average 
price paid by the Estates Commissioners 
for congested estates purchased by them 
in each of the years ended March 3st, 
1904, 1905, and 1906 respectively. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that they have not yet 
completed the purchase of any congested 
estate. They have agreed during the 
year ended March 31st, 1906, to purchase 
one congested estate and the price to be 
paid for tenanted portion of this estate 
is 22-2 years purchase. 


Clare Evicted Tenants. 

Mr. HALPIN (Clare, W.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he will 
state the number of evicted tenants in 
West Clare andin East Clare respectively 
who have applied to the Estates Com- 
missioners to have them reinstated in 
| their holdings ; and whether he is aware 
of the number of evicted tenants in both 
divisions who have not yet applied to be 
reinstated, but who are just doing so, 





| Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
| sioners have received applications from 
| 217 persons seeking reinstatement as 
| evicted tenants in the entire county ot 
| Clare. The Commissioners’ records are 
| not kept by Parliamentary divisions. 
| They have no information as to the 
number of evicted tenants who have not 
| yet applied, but are about to do so. 
| Evicted Farms in County Clare. 

Mr. HALPIN : I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant ot Ire- 
land whether he will make inquiries from 
the Estates Commissioners why their 
inspector, who went to West Clare and 
to East Clare to inspect evicted tenants 
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holdings, has not yet inspected several of 
these holdings ; whether he will give in- 
structions to the Estates Commissioners 
to have their inspectors visit every 
evicted farm in Clare as soon as possible ; 
and whether, in view of the fact that 
some of those people have had to go into 
the towns and villages to earn what will 
support their families, he will request 
the Estates Commissioners to apply to 
honorary secretaries of the local branches 
of the United Irish League to give them 
information in reference to the evictions, 
especially of those who have not yet 
applied to them for reinstatement. 


*Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that their inspector in 
Clare is inquiring into the applications of 
evicted tenants im that county as rapidly 
as possible. Over 200 applications have 
been received, and inquiries into all these 
cases must obviously take time. The 
Commissioners tell me that they will 
duly consider any useful information 
regarding evicted tenants which may 
reach them from any source. I infer 
that they do not propose to make in- 
quiries into the cases of evicted tenants 
from whom no application is received. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND: Is the 
right hon. Gentleman aware that the 
settlement of this question is really 
hound up with the public peace in 
Ireland ? 


*Mr. BRYCE: Yes, and] am sure the 
Estates Commissioners fully appreciate 
the importance of dealing with these 
cases as soon as possible. 


South Cork Fisheries. 

Mr. EDWARD BARRY (Cork County, 
8.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
he has satisfied himself that the fisheries 
in Unionhall and other centres in South 
Cork, as well as mineral resources of 
Benduff and other quarries in the neigh- 
hourhood of Rosscarbery, cannot be 
effectually developed without the con- 
struction of a local railway for the more 
rapid transit of fish, slate, and other pro- 
ducts ; and, if so, will steps be taken to 
carry this project into effect, 


*Mr. BRYCE: I beg to refer to the 
reply given on my behalf by my right 
hon. friend the Attorney-General for 
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Ireland to the hon. Member’s previous 
question on May 17th. It was then 
stated that the subject of railway 
extension to the district in question will 
be duly considered should there be a 
prospect of obtaining funds for the 
purpose. I have since then visited the 
district and should be glad to see its 
resources further developed, but so 
many plans for developing different parts 


of Ireland have come before me, all 
involving large expenditure, that | 


cannot venture at present to give an 
undertaking regarding the particular 
extension desired by the hon. Member. 


Muckross Barytes Mines. 

Mr. EDWARD BARRY: I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether seeing that 
the working of the barytes mines at 
Muckross, Ardfield, Clonakilty, has been 
suspended some time, thereby throwing 
a number of skilled workmen in that 
district out of employment, and seeing 
that those mines yield the best mineral 
of that species in the South of Ireland, 
and in view of the number of miners in 
that district awaiting the resumption of 
work at these mines, steps will be taken 
to induce the Department of Agriculture 
to send down an inspector to report on 
their condition and capabilities. 


*Mr. BRYCE: The Department of 
Agriculture intend to have the locality in 
question visited by their expert, but 
owing to the pressure of prior engage- 
ments it will not be practicable for him to 
make inspections in that locality for some 
time to come. 


Loans for Labourers’ Cottages. 

Mr. SHEEHAN (Cork County, Mid.) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he 
will consider the desirability of represent- 
ing to the Treasury the great convenience 
which would result to several rural 
district councils in Ireland, and to hun- 
dreds of labourers whose applications for 
cottages have passed all the Local Goy- 
ernment Board inquiries, if arrangements 
could be made in the Labourers Bill 
whereby loans could be issued at the 
reduced rate of interest immediately on 
the Royal Assent being given to it in all 
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cases in which schemes are at present 
perfected. 


*Mr. BRYCE: I will convey to the 
Treasury the suggestion made by the hon. 
Member, but he will realise that the 
adoption of any earlier date than that 
mentioned in the Bill might involve 
administrative difficulty. 


Constable Masterson, Royal Irish 
Constabulary. 

Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, Os- 
sory): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
any information is forthcoming of the 
whereabouts of Constable Masterson, 
Royal Irish Constabulary, late of Mount- 
mellick, who was returned for trial to the 
Queen’s County assizes for an assault 
committed on Edward Carroll, Rosenallis, 
on March 17th, 1905; and whether he 
can say why Masterson was permitted to 
abseond pending trial, and the payment 
of damages obtained against him in a 
civil action arising out of the same case. 


I beg also to ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
he is aware that a verdict for £100 
damages and costs was obtained by 
labourer, named Edward Carroll, Lacken, 
Rosenallis, Queen’s County, against 
Constables Masterson and Cryan, Royal 
Irish Constabulary, late of Mountmellick, 
for an assault committed on March 17th, 
1905; can he say if the damages have 
been paid: and, if not, will he see, con- 
sidering Carroll’s health has heen per- 
manently injured, that Constable Cryan, 
who is still in the force, does not evade 
his responsibilities in the matter. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Inspector-General 
informs me that no information is forth- 
coming as to the whereabouts of ex-con- 
stable Masterson. The matters referred 
to occurred before the present Government 
came into office, and I find that my 
predecessor made a full statement upon 
the matters in reply to Questions put by 
the hon. Member. As regards the case 
of Constable Cryan, Iam informed that 
no change has taken place since I 
answered the hon. Member's previous 
Question on March Ist last.+ The 
plaintiff does not appear to have accepted 
the constable’s offer to pay his share of 
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the damages by instalments. The question 
of proceeding for the recovery of the 
damages is one for the plaintiff. 


Cappamore Evicted Tenants. 

Mr. LUNDON (Limerick, E.): I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord. 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that William O’Brien, of Curraghlahan, 
Cappamore, county Limerick, has been 


since August, 1899, evicted from his 
holding ; ‘and will he take steps, through 


the Estates Commissioners, to reinstate 
O’Brien in his farm or in a farm of 
equivalent value elsewhere. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Comnis- 
sioners have received from William 
O’Brien an application for reinstatement 
as an evicted tenant. The Commissioners 
will have the case enquired into, but 
until their inspector’s report has been 
received they are unable to state what 
action they may take in the matter. 


Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY (Limerick, 
W.): Has the inspector gone down to 
this place yet ? 


Mr. BRYCE: I am not aware, but | 
do know the Commission are doing all 
they can to dispose of these cases. 


Lloyd Estate, Cappamore. 

Mr. LUNDON: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he is aware that on 
the Lloyd estate, Portnard, Cappamore, 
county Limerick, negotiations for sale 
and purchase, as between landlord and 
tenants, were opened about six years 
ago, before the Judge of the Land Court, 
under the fortieth “section of the Land 
Act of 1896, but were adjourned until the 
rental could be arranged ; that about a 
year later the mortgagees on the property 
offered to sell at nineteen years purchase, 
the tenants offering eighteen years ; and 
will he take steps, through the Estates 
Commissioners, to open negotiations again 
for the sale. 


Mr. BRYCE 38 I am finformed by the 
Land Commission that the only estate in 
the district referred to in regard to which 
a request under the section quoted was 
lodged with the Commissioners was the 

estate of William Thomas Lloyd. The 
holdings on this estate were with one 
exception sold to the tenants in the year 
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1901. If the hon. Member refers to the 


estate of R. E. Lloyd, no proceedings 
have, | am informed, ever taken place 
under Section 40 in regard to it. 


Irish Intermediate Education 
Commission. 


Mr. THOMAS O’7DONNELL: I beg 
to ask the Chief Seeretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that the Intermediate Education 
Commissioners changed their programme 
last year, two months after the school 
year began, by replacing botany as a 
special subject counting for an exhibition, 
after they had deposed it and hygiene, 
amongst other subjects, in the rules 
issued in 1906; and whether, seeing 
that the Board did make these alterations 
in their programme in the month of 
October, when the House was not sitting, 
he will explain why they refuse now to 
make alterations involving no greater 
difficulty. 


Mr. BRYCE: I am informed by the 
Commissioners of Intermediate Education 
that the facts are as stated in the Question. 
The alteration made in the month of 
October, 1905, in the rules for 1906 
affected a very small number of candi- 
dates and did not in any way influence 
the conditions of passing the examination 
generally. The alterations now in ques- 
tion would concern a very large number 
of candidates and the character of the 
pass examination would be modified. 


Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL: Is it 
not a fact that the alterations which this 
House adopted were not at all as difficult 
as the alterations adopted by the Board 
without the consent of the House ? 


Mr. BRYCE: That is not the case 
according to the information given me by 
the Board, 


Mr. THOMAS O'DONNELL: Is it 
not a fact that members of the Board have 
stated that it is misleading to say that 
there is any difficulty whatever in adopt- 
ing the suggestions of the House ? 


Mr. BRYCE: I do not know. 
Mr. THOMAS O'DONNELL: Can 


we get a day to discuss this matter, be- 
cause it is a very serious one. 
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Mr. BRYCE: The business of the 
House is not under my control, as the hon. 
Member knows. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) : 
Is the right hon. Gentleman now in a 
position to give an Answer to the Ques- 
tion I addressed to him the other day—is 
it true that after this House unanimously 
passed a Resolution altering these rules 
the Board of Intermediate Education 
passed a Resolution refusing to alter them ? 


Mr. BRYCE: I do not think that 
arises out of the Question, but at any rate 
I am not in a position to announce the 
terms of the correspondence. 


Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S): Is it a faet 
that this House has no control over the 
Commissioners ? 


Mr. BRYCE: Hon. Members can look 
at the statute under which the Board was 
established and they will see what the 
legal position is. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND: Has_ not 
the Board control in this respect, that 
if the Board disregard the action of 
this House the right hon. Gentleman or 
the Government can dismiss the Board ? 

Mr. BRYCE: I am not aware that 


that is so. 
Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 


S.): Is not the Board by its very consti- 
tution bound by a Resolution of this 
House ! 


Mr. BRYCE: I venture to think, Mr. 
Speaker, that these questions do not arise 
out of the Question on the Paper. 


Protection of Irish Fisheries. 

Mr. POWER (Waterford, E.): I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether, seeing 
that the Admiralty place at the disposal 
of the Scotch fishery authorities gunboats, 
to assist the gunboats provided by the 
Fishery Board for prohibiting illegal 
fishing, and in view of the injury done to 
the Irish fisheries by steam trawlers, and 
the extent of coast to be patrolled, he 
will make application to the Admiralty 
to supply gunboats to assist those at 
present employed by the Irish fishery 
authorities for the protection of the 
Irish Fisheries. 
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Mr. BRYCE: The question of the 
assistance to be rendered by the Ad- 
miralty in the protection of Irish 
Fisheries has from time to time been the 
subject of correspondence between the 
Irish Government and the Admiralty, 
from which it would appear that the 
function of the Admiralty is confined to 
the protection of Irish territorial waters 
from foreign vessels. Admiralty cruisers 
are employed for this purpose in Irish 
waters as occasion requires, and I under- 
stand that a conviction was recently 
obtained in Ireland against a foreign 
vessel captured by an Admiralty cruiser. 
The areas around the Irish coast in which 
steam trawling is prohibited are effectively 
patrolled by the Department of Agricul- 
ture’s steam cruiser “Helga,” with the 
occasional assistance of the steamship 
“(Granuaille,” which belongs to the 
Congested Districts Board. 


Mr. POWER: But the Admiralty do 
afford assistance to Scottish fisheries. 


Mr. BRYCE: Yes, but only for one 
purpose. There is a difference between 
the law of Scotland and of Ireland, but it 
does not affect the general duty of the 
Admiralty as regards trawlers. 


Mr. JOYCE (Limerick) : And only 


yesterday a Minister of the Crown 
promised protection to the Cornish 
crabbers. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise 
out of the Question on the Paper. 


Kilcloney Evicted Farm. 

Mr. HAMMOND (Carlow): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland is he aware that 
the caretaker, O’Neill, is still in possession 
of the evicted farm known as Kilcloney, 
near Borris, in Carlow County, and that 
within the past two weeks he cut down 
and had carted away some trees planted 
on the holding by the Waters’ family, 
which he had no right to do; will he say 
if the Estates Commissioners have pur- 
chased this Kilcloney farm; and, if so, 
on what date, and will Mr. Waters be 
reinstated. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners understand that O’Neill is still in 
occupation of the farm in question, but 
they inform me that they have decided 
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not to sell the farm to him. The offer 
which the Commissioners are about to 
make for the purchase of the estate, pro- 
vides for the sale to them of this farm as 
untenanted land. Patrick Waters has 
signed an undertaking to purchase jt 
from the Commissioners in the event of 
their acquiring the estate, and he will 
be reinstated if their offer should he 
accepted. The Commissioners have no 
information as to the alleged cutting of 
trees by O'Neill. 


Dunmore Fishery. 

Mr. POWER: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland if he will state how many local 
fishermen are now employed in beam 
trawling and line and trammel fishing at 
Dunmore East, county Waterford ; is he 
aware that more than twenty beam 
trawlers were employed at Dunmore 
before steam trawling was_ introduced, 
and that the supply of trawl fish has de- 
creased, and the price of the same 
increased since the introduction of steam 
trawling. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Department of 
Agriculture are aware that there is one 
local boat using a beam trawl] at Dunmore 
East, and a few small boats that occasion- 
ally fish with lines. About ten years ago, 
before the steam trawling began, a 
number of English and Irish herring boats 
frequented Dunmore East for the purpose 
of trawling. At an inquiry recently held 
at Dunmore East, evidence was given 
that the price for traw] fish in Waterford 
was higher since the advent of steam 
trawling. I have no information as to 
whether the supply of trawl fish has 
decreased, 


Inspection of Bilingual Schools, 
Mr. BOLAND: I beg to ask the Chiet 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant otf 
Ireland can he state whether any, and, if 
so, what steps have been taken to secure 
that the inspection of bilingual schools 
shall be competently conducted ; whether 
he is aware that the teachers of a bilingual 
school at Partry, Ballinrobe, have been 
condemned on the report of an inspector 
who is not qualified to inspect a bilingual 
school; and whether it is proposed to 
act on this report. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Commissioners of 
National Education inform me_ that 
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schools in which the bilingual programme 
has been sanctioned are inspected by 
inspectors who have a competent know- 
ledge of Irish, and the annual inspections 
are in all cases conducted by these 
officers. Incidental visits to such schools 
are also paid by the inspector of the 
district, and in the case referred to the 
district inspector has reported serious 
defects in the teaching. As a result, the 
Commissioners have informed the manager 
that unless a marked improvement in the 
proficiency of the pupils should take 
place, the retention of the bilingual pro- 
gramme in the school will be re-considered. 
The action which the Commissioners may 
take in the matter will depend upon the 
character of the next Report to be 
furnished by one of the inspectors 
specially in charge of the bilingual schools. 


Mr. BOLAND: Did not the inspector 
statevin this case that too much attention 
was given to Irish; what can be his 
definition of a bilingual school ? 


Mr. BRYCE: I am not aware of that 
statement. There is nothing so dangerous 
as to give definitions. 


Fees for Irish Instruction. 

Mr. BOLAND: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
land can he state the number of schools 
in which, according to the latest Returns, 
fees for Irish were paid during the last 
year; the number of pupils paid for 
instruction in Irish in these schools dur- 
ing the past year, the number of pupils 
in standards higher than first, in average 
attendance at these schools during the 
past year ; the amount of special fees for 
Irish paid in these schools during the past 
year; the amount of fees which would 
have been paid in these schools if pay- 
ment under the proposed new regulations 
was made for every pupil in the school 
m average attendance in standards higher 
than the first. 


Mr. BRYCE: [ am informed by the 
Commissioners of National Education 
that the number of schools in which fees 
were paid for Irish during the past year 
was 1,234, and the number of pupils in 
Tespect of whose instruction in Irish fees 
Were paid was 25,265. No Returns are, 
I am informed, available from which it 
can he ascertained how many pupils, in 
standards higher than the first, were in 
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average attendance during the past year. 
The amount of special fees for Irish paid 
in these schools last year was £11,6 3. 
The Commissioners cannot estimate the 
amount of fees which would have been 
paid in the circumstances mentioned in 
the last paragraph. 


Prevention of Consumption in Ireland. 

Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY (Cavan, 
W.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
he has received a pamphlet from the 
Ulster branch of the National Association 
for the Prevention of Consumption in 
Ireland, setting out that in the last thirty 
years the death rate from consumption 
per 10,000 of the population has fallen 
in England from twenty-four to twelve, 
while in Ireland the death-rate from this 
preventible disease has risen from nineteen 
to twenty-two per 10,000 of the popula- 
tion, and that annually nearly 135,000 
people die in Ireland from this disease ; 
will he say if this sacrifice of life is having 
the attention of the Government ; and 
will the whole matter be immediately 
dealt with by legislation or otherwise. 


Mr. BRYCE: I have received the 
pamphlet referred to. The figures are 
substantially, though not precisely, as 
stated. The fall in England during the 
last thirty years was from twenty-one 
(not twenty-four) to twelve per 10,000. 
The rise in Ireland was from eighteen 
(not nineteen) to twenty two. The Local 
Government Board are about to issue 
circulars to local authorities and medical 
officers of health containing recommenda- 
tions and instructions as to the means to 
be adopted to check the spread of con- 
sumption. The subject has been receiv- 
ing, and will continue to receive, the 
careful consideration of the Government. 


Mr. T. W. RUSSELL (Tyrone, 5S.) : 


Has the attention of the right hon. 
Gentleman been directed to an order 


issued by the Scottish Local Government 
Board on this subject ? 


Mr. BRYCE: Yes. 


Fair Rent Appeals. 

Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY: I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he will state 
how many fair rent appeals are pending 
before the Land Commission ; how many 
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of these appeals are from the Sub- 
Commission and the county court 
respectively ; how many of these appeals 
have been lodged by the tenant to 
June Ist, 1906; and how many by the 
landlord, excluding cases of cross appeal. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Land Commission 
inform me that on June Ist, 1906, the 
number of fair rent appeals pending 
before them was 9,264, of which 8,503 
were cases from sub-commissions, and 
761 from county courts. It would not, I 
am informed, be possible to state how 
many of these appeals were lodged by 
the tenant and landlord, respectively, 
without an examination of the notice of 
appeal in each of the 9,264 cases, and this 
would take a very considerable time. 


Mr. T. W. RUSSELL: Can _ the 
right hon. Gentleman hold out any hope 
that the hearing of these appeals will be 
expedited ? 


Mr. BRYCE: I will do my best, but 


the matter is not under my control. 


Mr. FLAVIN: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that some of these 
appeals were entered four or five years 
ago, and are not yet listed for hearing ? 


Mr. BRYCE: 
as to that. 


I have no information 


Mr. FLAVIN: I 


knowledge of it. 


have personal 


Congested Districts Board Clerks—Ex- 
amination Papers. 

Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY: I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether officials of 
the Congested Districts Board for Ireland 
mark the papers set at the examinations 
for temporary clerks in their otlices ; and, 
if so, will he consider the advisability of 
employing capable outsiders independent 
of the Board tor the purpose, in view of 
complaints among candidates as to the 
marking of their papers by possibly 
influenced or prejudiced officials. 


Mr. BRYCE: The examination 
papers of candidates for temporary 
clerkships in the office of the Congested 
Districts Board are marked by the 
secretary, assistant secretary, and chief 
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clerk, who have before them the candi- 
dates’ examination numbers only. The 
employment of outside examiners would 
be a considerable charge on the Board’s 
funds, and is not considered necessary, 
No complaint as to the marking of ex- 
amination papers has ever been made to 
the Board, but it is perhaps hardly to be 
expected that all unsuccessful candidates 
should be satisfied with the results. 


Irish Bankruptcy Law. 

Mr. CHARLES CRAIG (Antrim, S.): 
I beg to ask the President of the Board 
of Trade whether the Committee which 
has been appointed to inquire into the 
Bankruptcy Laws has received instruc- 
tions to investigate the state of the Law 
in Ireland ; and, if not, whether, having 
regard to the desire in Ireland to have 
the Law altered so as to conform with 
the English Bankruptcy Law, he will 
arrange that the question of Irish 
Bankruptcy Law shall be inquired into. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: The terns 
of reference to the Committee appointed 
by the Board of Trade are wide enough 
to include Ireland; but the Committee 
has no representative of Irish opinion 
upon it. It is a purely Departmental 
Committee, and as the powers of the 
3oard of Trade in relation to Bankruptcy 
matters do not extend to Ireland they 
would not be justified in investigating the 
question of the Irish Bankruptcy Laws 
except with the assent of the Lrish Office. 
[ shall be happy to furnish the hon. 
Member with a copy of the statement of 
the Chairman of the Committee as to the 
course which it is intended to pursue on 
that point. 


Irish Finance. 


Mr. THOMAS ESMONDE: I beg 
to ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
if he can state the amount of interest 
to the end of June, 1906, realised by 
the arrangements made last year for 
the utilising of the current balances of 
certain Irish public funds by the late 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ; and if he 
will continue the inquiry initiated by the 
late Chancellor of the Exchequer for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether further 
funds credited to Irish public depart- 
ments, or held by the Treasury for [rish 
purposes, can be similarly utilised with a 
view to increasing the sums now available 
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for the purposes of Irish development ; 
and whether he will arrange to have a 
separate account of the sums _ realised 
under the existing arrangements and 
under any further arrangements shown 
annually in connection with Irish Esti- 
mates or in a Parliamentary Return. 


Mr. McKENNA: As shown in the 
Annual Report under the Ireland De- 
velopment Grant Act (Command Paper 
No. 2937) the amount received by the 
Development Grant Fund during 1905-6 
for interest on monies placed on deposit 
at the Bank was £751 lls. 8d. The 
amount received as interest by the 
Department of Agriculture and the Con- 
gested Districts Board are shown in 


statements appended to the annual 
Appropriation Accounts, and similar 
receipts are shown in the accounts 


rendered to Parliament in respect of 
other funds. I understand that the 
result of inquiries made last year was to 
show that the available balances in the 
hands of Irish Departments were duly 
turned to account. I have no reason to 
doubt that such is still the case. 


sin THOMAS ESMONDE suggested 
that a general statement might be got out 
showing the amount derived annually. 


Mr. McKENNA: These figures are 
already given fully. Ido not think it 
would be worth while to make a special 
return. 


The Unemployed. 

Mr. HAROLD COX (Preston): I beg 
toask the Prime Minister whether in any 
proposals that His Majesty’s Government 
may make for dealing with the problem 
of the unemployed they will take care 
that men and women now in employment 
are not thrown out of employment by the 
diminution, through taxation, of funds 
now spent by private persons in giving 
employment to the wage-earning classes. 


THE PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 
LORD or tHE TREASURY (Sir H. 
CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN, Stirling Burghs) : 
My hon. friend’s Question is rather in 
the nature of a friendly admonition than 
an ordinary interrogation ; but I may tell 
him that we are quite alive to the im- 
portance of the point to which he directs 
our attention. 
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SELECTION (STANDING COMMITTEES). 

Sir BRAMPTON GURDON reported from 
the Committee of Selection, That they 
had discharged the following Members 
from the Standing Committee on Law, 
and Courts of Justice, and Legal Pro- 
cedure, in respect of the Fertilisers and 
Feeding Stuffs Bill: Mr. Secretary Glad- 
stone and Sir Charles Dilke ; and had 
appointed in substitution : Mr. Leif Jones 
and Mr. Wiles. 


(Standing Committees). 


Sir Brampton Gurpon further re: 
ported from the Committee, That they 
had discharged the following Member 
from the Standing Committee on Trade 


(including Agriculture and Fishing), 
Shipping, and Manufactures: Mr. 


Higham ; and had appointed in substitu- 
tion Mr. Charles Hobhouse. 


Sir BRAMPTON GuRDON further re- 
ported from the Committee, That they 
had discharged the following Member 
from the Standing Committee on Law, 
and Courts of Justice, and Legal Pro- 
cedure: Mr. Charles Hobhouse; and had 
appointed in substitution Mr. Higham. 


Reports to lie upon the Table. 


SELECTION (STANDING COMMITTEES). 

Sir BRAMPTON GURDON reported from 
the Committee of Selection, That they 
had discharged the following Members 
from the Standing Committee on Law 
and Courts of Justice, and Legal Pro- 
cedure, in respect of the Charitable Loan 
Societies (Ireland) Bill: Mr. John Red- 
mond, Mr. Clancy, Mr. O’Shee, Captain 
Donelan, and Mr. Halpin; and had 
appointed in substitation : Mr. MacVeagh, 
Mr. Power, Mr. Murnaghan, Mr. Switt 
MaeNeill, and Mr. Hugh Law. 


Report to lie upon the Table. 


SELECTION (STANDING COMMITTEES). 

Sir BRAMPTON GURDON reported from 
the Committee of Selection, That they 
had added to the Standing Committee on 
Law, and Courts of Justice, and Legal 
Procedure, the following fifteen Members, 
in respect of the Bills of Exchange Act 
(1882) Amendment Bill: Mr. Attorney- 
General, Sir Frederick Dixon-Hartland, 
Sir Arthur Bignold, Mr. Holden, Mr. 
Hambro, Mr. Napier, Mr. Pearson, Mr. 
Godfrey Baring, Sir George Kekewich, 
Sir Frederick Banbury, Mr. Walker, Mr. 
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Waldron, Mr. John Philipps, Sir Thomas 
Glen Coats, and Mr. Nicholls. 

Reports to lie upon the Table. 


Monastie and Conventual 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION BILL. 
_ Reported, with Amendments, from the 
Standing Committee on Law, ete. 


Ordered, That the Report do lie upon 
Table, and be printed. [No, 216.] 


Ordered, That the Minutes of the Pro- 
ceedings of the Standing Committee be 
printed. [No. 216.] 


Ordered, That the Bill, as amended (in 
the Standing Committee), be taken into 
consideration upon Monday next, and be 
printed. [Bill 272.] 


NEW BILL. 

INFANT LIFE PROTECTION BILL, 

“To amend The Infant Life Protection 
Act, 1897,” presented by Mr. Staveley 
Hill; supported by Sir John Kennaway, 
Mr. Arthur Lee, Mr. Claude Hay, Mr. 
Walrond, Mr. Ramsay Macdonald, Mr. 
Hills, and Mr. Nicholls; to be read a 
second time upon Tuesday, July 3rd, 
and to be printed. [Bill 274.] 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT (IRELAND) ACT 
(1898) AMENDMENT BILL. 


“To amend The Local Government 


(Ireland) Act, 1898, with respect to 
bridges,” presented by Mr. Patrick 


O’Brien ; supported by Mr. O’Mara and 
Mr. Meagher; to be read a second time 
To-morrow, and to be printed. [Bill 275. ] 


CANALS BILL. 
“ To 


amend 


the Law relating o' 
Canals,” presented by Mr. Barran; 


supported by Mr. Channing, Mr. Parkes, 
Mr. Cross, Mr. Field, Mr. Steadman, 
Mr. Ridsdale, Mr. Clement Edwards, 
Mr. Wiles, Mr. William Lever, Mr. 
Brunner, and Mr. Mond; to be read 
a second time upon Tuesday, July 10th, 
and to be printed. [Bill 276.] 


MONASTIC AND CONVENTUAL 
INSTITUTIONS BILL. 
Mr. T. L. CORBETT (Down, N.) moved 
for leave to introduce a Bill to appoint 
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Commissioners to inquire as to the growth 
in numbers of conventual and monastic 
institutions in Great Britain and Ireland : 
and whether any further regulations of 
such institutions are required. He said 
that these institutions had increased in 
England and Wales from fifty-two in 1850 
to 1,057 in 1905, while in Ireland there 
were 592 such places, and sixty-two in 
Scotland. At present there was no regu- 
lation and no inspection of these institu- 
tions. They were a law unto themselves, 
England was, he believed, the only 
country in which such a condition of 
things existed. The result of the action 
of foreign Governments had been an im- 
mense influx of expelled orders into 
this country during the last twelve or 
eighteen months, and if His Majesty’s 
Government would but grant the inquiry 
the Bill proposed, the figures would be 


found startling. He believed he was 
not overstating the case when he 


said that there were tens of thousands 
of men and women within — the 
walls of these institutions who had no 
appeal to, and no protection from, the 
common law of the State. [An Hon. 
MEMBER: “Bosh!”| He was not sure 
that “Bosh!” was a Parliamentary 
expression, but if the hon. Member 
who used it doubted the truth of the 
statement just made, let him agree to an 
inquiry. The granting of unchecked 
and unbridled power to the heads of 
these institutions meant, at all events, 
the possibility of tyranny and cruelty. 


*THe SPEAKER reminded the hon. 
Member that he had exceeded the limit 
of time usually accorded to Motions of 
this character. 


Mr. T. L. CORBETT: Then, Sir, I 
will only formally move. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That leave be given to bring in a 
Bill, to appoint Commissioners to in- 
quire as to the growth in numbers 
of Conventual and Monastic Institutions 
in Great Britain and Ireland; and 
whether any further regulations of such 
Institutions are required.”—(J/r. 7. L. 
Corbett.) 


Mr. T. P. CONNOR (Liverpool, Scot- 
land) submitted that the conduct of the 
hon. Member was an abuse of the rules 
of the House. 
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Mr. T. L. CORBETT asked whether 
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the hon. Member was in order in charging | 
him with having abused the rules of the 


House. 


*Mr. SPEAKER said the frequent 
repetition of the use of this form would 
have a tendency to become an abuse, but, 
so long as the rule was only put into 
force occasionally, he could not say it was 
an abuse of the forms of the House. 
There had not been an instance of this 
kind for some little time, and therefore 
he could not consider that the action of 
the hon. Member was an abuse. But if 
it were frequently put into practice, he 
should have to say that the hon. Member 
for the Scotland Division was right in 
the terms he had used. 


Mr. T. L. CORBETT: Does the hon. 


Member withdraw the expression ? 


withdraw. 


Mr. PATRICK O'BRIEN (Kilkenny) : 
Except the Bill. 


Mr. O'CONNOR said the Nationalists 
had listened to a speech which was 
in some respects an attack on that which 
they held most dear. Two sets of figures 
sutticiently indicated to the House the 
reason of this proposal. 
26th June, and it had been announced by 
the Government that the Session would 


July. 
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tell the House why the hon. Gentle- 
man brought in this Bill. It was now 
exactly seventeen days from the 12th 
For the benefit of English Mem- 
bers he might say that on the 12th July, 
1690, there was fought the Battle of the 
Boyne. The liberties that were then 
supposed to be assailed had already been 
gained, and the hatred that was then 
established had been removed ; there- 
fore there was no reason why any 
tolerant or fair-minded man should seek 
by such commemorations as the hon. 
Gentleman would take part in to revive 
the sad and unhappy memories of dead 
conflicts and what ought to be dead 
religious controversies. The hon. Gentle- 
man had brought in this Bill in prepara- 
tion for the 12th July. In Ireland there 


| was going on a movement which every 


honest man, Protestant or Catholic, 
ought to help, and which every decent 
Catholic and Protestant in Ireland did 


; eae : ; | help, namely, the closing of the era of 
*Mr. SPEAKER: There is nothing to | 7°.P, MAmerys een, 
religious conflict, religious hatred, and 


| religious passion, through which seas of 
| human blood had been shed in Ireland, 


/and the dawn of a placid epoch. There 


| was, however, still left a gang in Ireland, 


some of them Irish and some of them not, 
some of them sincere with the fanaticism 


| of bigotry, some of them sincere with the 


exploitation of politics, who were deter- 
mined to bring these embers into flame 


| again, and once more to divide Catholic 


This was the} 


come to an end about the 4th August. | 
The hon. Gentleman must therefore be | 


perfectly aware that there was not the 


smallest chance of his Bill becoming law | 


this session. Therefore the hon. Gentle- 
man did not bring in his Bill with any 


and Protestant. The hon. Gentleman was 
one of that gang. He much mistook the 
temper of this House if it did not 
ignominiously reject this ignoble attempt 
to revive the embers of dying bigotry. 


Question put. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 72; Noes, 


.- . ? 
hope of its passing into law. He would | 231. (Division List No. 151.) 
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(In the Committee.) 


support of a great Parliamentary majority, 


|in that respect at all events compact, 
eager, and united, 


Everybody had been 
telling him almost every day during the 


i last three months :—* Why do you not 


stick to Clause 1—plain, intelligible, in 


{Mr. Emmott (Oldham) in the Chair. } 


accordance with the views of the country 


| on your side, what the country expects ¢” 


Clause 4 :— 


Amendment proposed— 
“In page 2, line 39, to leave out the word | 


‘may’ and insert the word ‘shall.’”—(Mr. | 
Evelyn Cecil.) 


Question again proposed, “That the | 
word ‘may’ stand part of the Clause.” 


THe PRESIDENT or THE BOARD or | 
EDUCATION (Mr. Birrete, Bristol, N.) | 
said that the right hon. Gentleman the | 
Leader of the Opposition, in the course of | 
his speech before the adjournment on | 
the previous day, had commented upon | 
what he considered the slender degree of 
support that the Government Amend- 
ments had received. The right hon. 
Gentleman a little under-rated and under- 
estimated the value of the support that 
they did receive and ignored the amount | 
they could have received had their sup- | 
porters thought fit to prolong the discus- 
sion by expressing one after the other | 
their general agreement. He was, how- 
ever, perfectly willing to acknowledge 
that the Parliamentary history — of 
Clause 4, whether in its original form 
or as amended, and also its history in 
the country, afforded slender encourage- 
ment to a Minister to labour to 
secure concessions and to establish excep: | 
tions from the general principle of a Bill 
Which received the united and enthusiastic 


clause is designed 4 


| to receive. 


| What,” they said, “do you expect to 


get from those for whose benefit this 
You are quenching, 


to some extent, our enthusiasm; you 
will get nothing but cold words ; indeed, 


| you will be luckly if you escape a certain 


amount of abuse from the people whose 


| interests you have laboured to the best of 


your ability to serve.” That had been said 


| to him again and again, and he always 


recognised its entire truth, and it was 
not necessary for him to wait for the 
debate of yesterday or to anticipate the 


| discussion of to-day to know the recep- 


tion which this clause was almost bound 
He was very glad, notwith- 
standing the coldness of the reception of 
this clause, that the Government, with 
one accord and without any difference 
of opinion whatsoever, adhered to it, 
stuck toit, and treated it as a just though 
highly exceptional clause. He did not 
complain of hon. Gentlemen opposite be- 


/cause they did not receive this clause 


with gratitude or enthusiasm. 
should they ? 
national line ; 


Why 
They took the denomi- 
they said they would like 


all the schools to be denominational ; 
ithey would put not only Rome 
but Lambeth on the rates, Lord 
Halifax on the rates, and Lady Wim- 
borne and Dr. Clifford on the rates. 


Baptists, Wesleyans, Quakers, everybody 
should be upon the rates, and therefore 
it was not unnatural that they looked 
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askance upon a clause which he agreed 
did not by any means secure them the 
complete enjoyment of rate-aid for all 
their schools. How many it would secure 
nobody could tell, because that depended 
upon the four-fifths calculation which 
still remained to be taken. It did un- 
doubtedly secure the Roman Catholics 
and the Jews—the Jews, he thought, of 
all their schools and the Roman Catholics 
of a very considerable number ; while 
to the Anglicans there could be no doubt 
whatsoever that this clause, as it stood 
originally and as now amended, would 
give a considerable amount of de- 
nominational support and secure them 
rate-aid for denominational — schools. 
About that there could be no doubt 
whatsoever. On the question of ‘may ” 
or “shall,” those who were in charge of 
the Bill had to consider how it would 
work supposing the Amendment were 
carried. ‘ Shall” by itself would, in the 
first instance, put a statutory obligation 
on the local authority to adopt a particu- 
lar course of action, and non-fulfilment 
would bring them before the Court of 
King’s Bench. Now, what would the 
Court of King’s Bench have to do in 
order to consider the question, aye or no, 
whether it should issue its mandamus 
or not? The Court would require to 
have presented to it a clear-cut issue 
of a refusal by a local authority to dis 
charge a plain and simple statutory duty. 
The Court would have to consider, in 
the first place, whether the conditions of 
Clause 4 had been scrupulously and 
properly fulfilled. It would have to 
ascertain whether the wishes of four- 
fifths of the parents had been ascertained 
by ballot. It would have to consider, 
also, what was the state of school accom- 
modation in the area in order to satisfy 
itself whether or not there was 
sufficient and suitable accommodation for 
the children whose parents did not desire 
those facilities. These were not legal 
questions, they were not questions which 
the Court had the means of ascertaining, 
nor had it in any way the machinery to 
enable it to determine such questions. 
And before it could issue its mandamus it 
would have to settle or see settled 
the arrangement between the local 
authority and the owners of the 
school of which the extended facilities 
were one of the terms and conditions. 
It could not take it upon _ itself. 
It would have to say to the local 


Mr. Birrell. 
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authority, ‘“‘ You must come to some agree- 
ment with these people to give them 
extended facilities.” No mandamus would 
issue in the first instance at all, because 
the Court had not the means of making 
the authority and the school come to their 
agreement relating to the circumstances 
of the facilities, how they were to be 
granted, on what terms and conditions, 
aad how the school was to be taken over, 
subject to those conditions. In other 
words, the Court could not grant specific 
performance of an agreement containing 
a great number of arrangements and con- 
ditions unless that agreement had heen 
come to. So far from the Amendment 
facilitating the end in view, it would ren- 
der the grant of a mundamus practically 
impossible, because they never would be 
able to present before the Court a clear- 
cut issue as to the particular statutory 
duty which the local authority had failed 
to perform, On the other hand, under 
the proposals of the Government—and 
they had carefully thought them out — 
they had arrived at the conclusion that in 
order to make the clause workable in as 
many cases as possible the appeal to the 
Board of Education was by far the better 
and more suitable way in the interests of 
all parties concerned. The Board of 
Education was an administrative educa- 
tional body, and it already knew the 
circumstances of the case, so far, at all 
events, as the school accommodation of 
the area was concerned. It was in close 
and constant weekly touch with those 
authorities. It knew the men, their 
temper and character, the dangers that 
had to be avoided, and the difficulties in 
the way. It also had its army of inspee- 
tors, well acquainted with the personnel ot 
the localities. The Government by the 
Amendment enabled the Board of Educa- 
tion, in the event of no agreement being 
come to, in the first instance to determine 
what that agreement should be in all its 
details, and among them the condition for 
extended facilities. They therefore had 
created—what the Amendment did not 
do—a machinery which enabled an 
arrangement to be made between the 
authority and the school, which arrange: 
ment could be in all its terms and details 
forced on the local education authority, 
if need be, by mundumus. Nothing would 
be more likely to make this clause a sham 
than if they were to substitute the lan- 
guage of the Amendment for that of the 
Government. He therefore asked the 
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Committee most carefully to consider 
whether the interposition of the Board of 
Education as the great administrative 
hody already connected by very close ties 
with the local authorities of the country 
was not far more likely to effect a peaceful 
settlement of disputes, and bring about a 
binding, complete and clear-cut arrange- 
ment. He contended that the Government 
plan was afair and reasonable and practical 
plan, and would give effect to the clause 
in the best possible way, whereas the 
Amendment before the Committee would 
entirely fail to carry out the wishes and 
desires of hon. Gentlemen on both sides of 
the Committee, who, he thought, had 
given it somewhat hasty support. It had 
been said by the right hon. Gentleman the 


Member for St. George’s, Hanover 
Square, that the mere fact that 
the Board of Education would have 


an alternative, that it did not allow 
itself in special circumstances, if so 
minded, to substitute for the mandamus 
this standing out of a school, took the 
whole sting out of the mandamus 
altogether. The right hon. Gentleman 
trotted out the saying about the line of 
least resistance which seemed now to be 
the Alpha and the Omega of modern 


statesmanship. He understood that that | 


was applicable to all Parties and to all 
purposes. The right hon. Gentleman 
said that the statesman or the politician, 
if he could pursue the -line of least 
resistance, if he had to find a way out 
of a difficulty, if he could go round any 
dark corner, would do it rather than 
exercise the powers the law had conferred 
upon him. All he could say was that the 
has of the Board of Education—whoever 
was in the position of its President or 
permanent Secretary—would always be 
against resorting to allowing a school to 
stand out in any form or shape if they 
could by any possibility avoid it. The 
Board of Education would always regard 
with intense dislike and _ ill-concealed 
hatred anything which would remove from 
the national system—from the national 
obligation of support, both in the form of 
Parliamentary grants and rates, any 
school in the country where children 
received their education. Therefore, if 
the idea was that the Board of Education 
would be astute or eager to avoid its 
statutory power to resort to a mandamus, 
and instead of that to seek to force a 
school to go out and suffer all the 
evil consequences that flowed from 
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standing out, it was, he was 
sure, an abuse of imagination. It would 
be the exact opposite. The Board of 
Education would strive its utmost and 
see to it that no local authority, even if 
it was so disposed—a thing which he did 
not like even to contemplate —should 
disobey or defy the law as defined by 
Parliament. The one desire of the Board 
of Education would be to force it to obey 
the law, and it would be only in special 
circumstances that they would resort, and 
that with extreme reluctance and un- 
willingness, to this other alternative, 
which was inserted only out of abundant 
caution, in the passionate hope and desire 
that, whatever happened, even in the 
remotest parts of the country, as little 
damage as possible should be done to 
these particular schools under this clause. 
The Amendment he would propose said 
that— 

“if under any special circumstances of the 
case the Board think it expedient they may 
instead of making such an arrangement make 


an order allowing the schvol to continue as 
a State-aided school.” 


In those special circumstances would, of 
course, be included the pecuniary cireum- 
stances of the school, its income, its 
endowments, its capacity for obtaining 
subscriptions enabling it to fill the dis- 
agreeable gap between the money which 
it received from Parliament and the 
money which was necessary in order to 
keep it on a good and sufficient scale. 
These would be among the special cir- 
cumstances which were contemplated, 
which the clause intended should be 
contemplated, by this particular language. 
Therefore, in the case of a school where 
it was obvious that if it was driven to 
stand out it would be in a parlous case 
owing to its poverty, to its locality, or to 
other circumstances, then, indeed, that 
would be additional reason which would 
urge, almost compel, the Board of Educa- 
tion to rely on its statutory powers. He 
did really put it to the Committee quite 
frankly and seriously that they were under 
a mistake if they believed that the simple 
deletion of the word “may” and the 
substitution for it of the word ‘ shall,” 
would get them out of the difficulties 
which they imagined were before these 
schools, The machinery of the Govern- 
ment, elaborate as it was, had been 
devised and carefully thought out for 
no other purpose whatever than that 
of making these facilities as real as they 
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possibly could be and of securing to 
the Board of Education the power of 
giving effect to them. He, therefore, 
did think from that point of view, that 
the Committee ought soon to be in a 
position to make up its mind, and he 
besought hon. Members who sat behind 
the Government to give this matter 
their careful consideration and to come 
to the conclusion that the scheme of the 
Government was more likely to make 
the clause what it was intended to be 
than the alternative of substituting 
one word for another. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) 
said the right hon. Gentleman at the 
commencement of his speech spoke 
more than once of the cold reception 
which Clause 4 had received from those 
in whose interest it was proposed, and 
he spoke not only of cold words being 
addressed to him but of abuse. 


Mr. BIRRELL : Not in this House. 
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Mr. JOHN REDMOND thought he 
could only say on behalf of those for 
whom he spoke that the right hon. 
Gentleman had received no abuse from 
them. They had no complaint to make 
to the right hon. Gentleman except 
that they believed that he was not able 
to carry out in practice the views which 
they believed he held. The right hon. 
Gentleman had more than once declared 
himself as a friend of denominational 
teaching in the schools, and their sole 
complaint was that he had not been 
able in the clause before them to give 
what they believed to be adequate effect 
to the views he held. The course the 
discussion had taken and the develop- 
ment of the new Government proposals 
had caused him and his colleagues most 


acute pain and misgiving. They had | 


arrived at what was for them the kernel 
of the whole situation. Clause 4 was to 
be their charter. It depended on 
Clause 4 whether this Bill was to be toler- 
able for the Catholic schools, and whether 
the religious convictions of the parents 
who sent their children to these schools 
would be safeguarded, or whether, on the 
other hand that clause was to be regarded 
by them as an instrument of injustice 
and of religious tyranny in the hands of 
a dominant majority. Personally he 
had from the first been filled with the 


Mr, Birrell, 
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so altered as to fulfil the object for which 
it had been introduced. Notwithstand- 
ing all that had happened he did not 
yet abandon the hope which he had 
entertained, because of the necessities of 
the case. The right hon. Gentleman 
said this was an undenominational Bill. 
In one sense that might be true. But 
let it never be forgotten that the House, by 
an overwhelming majority, had declared 
against secular education and had decided 
in favour of giving religious education 
in the schools. If religious education 
was to be given, then manifestly and 
necessarily if the Bill was not to become 
an instrument of religious tyranny they 
must take care that the religious educa- 
tion which was given was not such as to 
be abhorrent to the religious convictions 
of the children and their parents. The 
House had decided that the religious 
teaching in normal schools was to be 
what was known as Cowper-Templeism, 
and he desired again to emphasise the 
position he took up on the Second 
Reading of the Bill, that Cowper- 
Temple teaching presented itself to 
Catholics in an entirely different way 
from the way it presented itself to 
Protestants of any section. He would 
not repeat the mistake of saying that 
it was satisfactory to all Protestants, 
but he would say that that system, if 
it was not agreeable and_ satisfactory 
to all sections of Protestants, was 
not offensive to the religious con- 
victions of any section of Protestants. 
Catholics stood in an entirely different 
position. They regarded that kind of 
religious teaching as the teaching of 
Protestantism. They might be quite 
wrong, but it was not a question of 
whether they were right or wrong. 
It was a question of whether they believed 
it or not, and if they believed that this 
system of teaching was in reality Pro- 
testantism, and therefore hostile to their 
religion, then they said, and he said, that 
the House having decided that they 
would not have secular education, that 
they would have religious education, and 
that the normal religious education 
should be Cowper-Templeism, which was 
offensive to Catholics, they were bound, 
if they did not wish to turn the Bill intoan 
engine of religious tyranny to Catholics, 
to provide that in the Catholic schools 
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the religion taught should be such as would 
be consonant with the religious convictions 
and opinions of Catholics. He recognised 
most fully that this clause was intended 
to meet their case. He did not impugn 
the motive of the right hon. Gentleman 
in the least. He believed this clause 
was honestly intended to meet their case, 
and he confessed that he could not 
believe under these circumstances that 
either the Government or the House 
would attempt to palm off upon Catholics 
a clause which manifestly was insufficient 
for the purpose for which it was intended. 
For this belief they had good authority. 
He did not think the debate on this clause 
ought to be allowed to conclude without 
again having quoted to the House the 
words of the Minister for Education 
when addressing the Jews. These 
words had been quoted again and again, 
but now was the time to quote them, for 
this was the clause to which they were 


specially applicable and upon which 
they were entitled to call them in 
evidence. The right hon. Gentleman 


pledged himself in that famous speech 
that he would not allow Clause 4 to be 
illusory or a fraud, and that, he was 
sure, was the intention of the majority 
behind him. His business was to impress 
upon the Government and their sup- 
porters, if he could, the belief which he 
entertained, and which he was sure they 
would admit he honestly entertained, that 
the clause, if it was not changed in certain 
particulars, would be illusory and a fraud. 
The right hon. Gentleman had deprecated 
leaving any foothold for  pig-headed 
obstinacy on the part of any local autho- 
rity. He said it was the intention of the 
framers of the Bill that it should be 


obligatory on the local authority 
to provide facilities if four-fifths of 
the parents desired them. He then 


went on to say jthat the teachers 
should remain the same as they were 
—those who alone were qualified to give 
the particular religious instruction which 
hitherto had been given in the schools. 
The Nationalist Party all the more 
readily believed in the honest intention 
of the right hon. Gentleman and the 
Government to give effect in the Bill to 
these public pledges, because they were 
anxious if they could to support the 
Bill. They recognised fully that grave 
injustice was done, in one particular at 
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any rate, to the Nonconformists of 
England by the Act of 1902, and they 
were anxious, without the destruction of 
the in erests of their own religion and 
of their schools, to join the Non- 
conformists in lifting the injustice off 
their shoulders. They did not desire 
to separate their schools from the general 
system of national education in the 
country. They desired their schools 
to be sanitary, efficient, and well-equipped 
schools, with efficient and _ well-paid 
teachers, and they believed that in the 
interests of the efficiency of their 
schools it would be a mistake to separate 
themselves from the general system of 
education. All that was necessary to 
make the fourth clause acceptable to 
them was that it should be made obliga- 
tory on the local authorities, so that 
there should be no loophole for evasion 
by any pig-headed bodies. They asked 
in addition that the voice of the parents 
should be heard in the selection of the 
teachers, and they asked for a qualifica- 
tion in the limits of 5,000 and four-fifths 
which would enable the bulk of the 
Roman Catholic schools to come in under 
the provisions of the Act. It had been 
said that the bulk of the Roman Catholic 
schools would come in under Clause 4. 
There were 1,040 such schools, and 501 
would be excluded from all benefit 
under that clause by the double operation 
of the 5,000 limit and the four-fifths. 
With regard to the question of making 
the clause mandatory, he said they did not 
distrust the elected public bodies. For 
his part he believed there would be as 
much broadmindedness and _ toleration 
to be found amongst those bodies in this 
country as in any country in Europe. 
But of course there might possibly be a 
few who would refuse to put the 
clause into operation if it were 
left to local option. It would be a 
ridiculous result of all the labours and 
sacrifices of this Parliament in passing 
this great measure if any obscure and 
unimportant body here and there through- 
out the country should have the power 
resting in its hands to defy the decision 
of the House and refuse to carry out 
the intentions of the Act. Par 
liament had decided that there should 
be religious teachers in the schools. 
It had decided that in certain schools 
where the children were nearly all 
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of one creed that creed should be law. His hon. friend who interrupted 
taught. It had laid down these great him wanted to know how the law was 


provisions with fairness and justice ; 
but would it be wise to allow the local 
authorities to trample on these pro- 
visions ? 


Mr. BYLES (Salford, N.) said he did 
not want unduly to interrupt the hon. 
and learned gentleman’s argument, but 
he asked, for his own information, if this 
clause was made mandatory, how did he 
know that the local authorities would not 
be recalcitrant ? 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND said he did 
not know whether they would be re- 
calcitrant or not, but the same diffi- 
culty would arise when the right hon. 
Gentleman the Minister for Education 
came to issue his mandamus. If the 
Bill passed in its present shape it would 
enable the local authorities to trample 
upon the great principle which had been 
laid down by the House. It would fan 
into life the fires of religious strife in 
every part of the country at every elec- 
tion, and at every local election in Great 
Britain. The question of the granting or 
the withholding of these facilities would be 
debated and agitated on every platform. 
And if the Bill was intended to be a 
settlement of the religious difficulty— 
as he believed the Government intended 
it to be—nothing could be more unfortu- 
nately enacted by Parliament than to 
make this a test question at every 
little election throughout the coun- 
try. He took the strongest view on 
this question. He thought the settle- 
ment of the educational problem by the 
present proposals of the Government 
was mad and wicked, and from the point 
of view of this great Parliament cowardly 
—in this sense, that instead of the Govern 
ment deciding for themselves and for 
the House whom they represented what 
was just and then enacting it and 
carrying it out, they were leaving it to be 
carried out by the decision of the local 
authorities, more or less irresponsible— 
at any rate to local authorities who were 
elected from time to time for other 
purposes. He came now to the right 
hon. Gentleman’s alternative. The right 
hon. Gentleman had-pointed out that if 
** shall” was left in the Bill there would 
be very great difficulty in enforcing the 


Mr. John Redmond. 


to be enforced. The right hon. Gentle- 
man proposed as an alternative an appeal 
to the Board of Education, and that the 
Board of Education should step in and 
do what would be done without its 
intervention if “shall” was put in the 
Bill. What he wanted to say was this, 
that if the limits of 5,000 and four-fifths 
were made satisfactory, if there was some 
provision for giving effect to the voices of 
the parents in the selection of the 
teachers, he, for one, would be quite 
content to accept the Bill, and that 
“may” should remain in the Bill 
instead of “shall.” With regard to 
schools contracting themselves out of 
the Act, he entirely disapproved of it. 
The talk about contracting out was a 
mockery in this connection. What was 
the meaning of contracting out? It 
meant that parties voluntarily con- 
tracted themselves out of the Act. That 
was not what was proposed in the Bill. 
It meant that the Education Board 
might, whether the school owners liked 
it or not, kick them out of the Act. 
Contracting out, as the Government pro- 
posed it, meant the semi-starvation of 
these schools. He did not agree with the 
Minister for Education in his view that 
these would be rare cases. He thought 
himself that the temptation to save 
money on the rates would be so great to 
the local authorities—and in this he agreed 
with the hon. Member for North Cam- 
berwell, who would be accepted as an 
authority, if he himself was not, in those: 
matters—that many local authorities who, 
if this proposal were not in the Bill, might 
perhaps grant facilities, would refuse the 
facilities and precipitate an appeal 
to the Board of Education in the hope 
that the appeal would result in the 
contracting out of the school. He 
believed it would after a while become 
the usual course with the Board of 
Education. It would save them infinite 
trouble and unknown risks, and he 
believed in almost every case of appeal 
the result would be that the school would 
be put outside the operation of the Act. 
That would be a fatal thing for the 
schools in whose name he spoke. It was 
true that there might be in some parts 
of England a few rich Catholic schools, 
bodies sufficiently endowed to be able: 
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to carry on their work if they were cut 
off with nothing but the Imperial grant; 
but taking the Catholic schools generally, 
he asserted that contracting out of this 
character—that was, taking away the 
rates and leaving them only the Im- 
perial grant—would mean _ inefficient 
schools, badly paid teachers, and half 
starved schools, and he asked hon. 
Members as educationists if they were 
prepared to advocate such a scheme as 
that. It was the interest of every man 
in the House to take steps for the 
efficient education of all the children of 


England. It was their interest to 
see that the Catholic children were 
as highly educated as the children 


of any other class. It would be a fatal 
thing if the House adopted as a settle- 
ment of this question a scheme whereby 
these schools would be condemned to 
that state of semi-starvation in which 
unfortunately a good many of them were 
before 1902. 


Mr. WALLACE (Perth): Would the 
hon, Member object to the contracting 
out clause if the grants given were 
sufficient for the purpose of carrying on 
the schools ? 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND said that was 
an entirely different proposition from 
any that had been made, and he certainly 
would be very slow indeed to say he 
would reject any such settlement. All 


that he and his friends wanted was this. | 


They wanted on the one hand that there 
should be sufficient provision for these 
schools to enable them to be efficient 
and on the other hand they wanted 
a provision which would enable them to 
have religious teaching in their schools 
as satisfactory to them as the Protestant 
religious teaching was to the children 
in the Protestant schools. If a proposal 


such as the hon. and learned Gentleman | 


had mentioned were put forward he ad- 
mitted it would not be open to many of 
the objections he had been urging to the 
present proposal. They were not afraid 
in the schools of their people being 
induced to ask for facilities when they 
did not want them. On the question of 
rent he would not dwell, because he 
believed when the question came to be 
carefully thought out it would be borne 
jn on the mind of hon. Gent emen opposite 
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that it was a shabby and mean 
proposal, and that its effect would be 
to hit that very class of school to whom 
the money was of most importance—that 
was, the schools of the very poorest 
of the poor. With regard to contracting 
out, one of the great cries of the Non- 
conformists in this controversy, in the 
country at any rate, had been the ob- 
jection, the natural objection, which they 
entertained to pay money for the teaching 
ofa religion with which they did not agree. 
He was informed by those who were in 
authority and knew the facts that if the 
rates and taxes paid for educational 
purposes by the Catholics of Great 
Britain were pooled to-morrow they 
would provide a fund sufficient to main- 
tain all the Catholic schools in the country. 
For how many years did the Catholics go 
on paving for the schools of England 
in which they had no share, while 
providing their own schools—paying 
school taxes for the maintenance of the 
Board schools? And they raised no 
objection. Now the Government were pro- 
posing to revive that system and to say to 
these poor Catholic schools, “ You must 
maintain your own schools, you must 


| pay for your own Catholic teaching, and 


in addition to that you must pay rates 
for the teaching of Protestantism in 
Protestant schools.” He submitted to 
the Committee that that was not a 
fair proposal, that it was not one which 
would commend itself to the judgment 
of hon. Members. To speak of such 
a result as that being in the nature of a 
settlement of the religious question 
seemed to him to be an absurdity. He 
did not believe that such a scheme 
would ever pass into law, and if it 
did pass into law it would be the 
opening of a new chapter of sectarian 
and differences in England. 
If this proposal was carried the inevitable 
result would be that before long they 
would find religion of all kinds driven 
out of all the schools. That solution 
commended itself to many men in the 
House, but he did not believe it com- 
mended itself to the majority in the 
House or in the country. There were 
only two possible solutions. One was 
the secular solution; the other was 
allowing the creeds to have their own 
religion to themselves in the schools. If 
by this Bill they destroyed the second 
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alternative he was convinced they would 
have religion of all kinds driven from 
the schools. Surely there must be some 
way out of the difficulty. There was 
no inherent cause of hostility between 
English Nonconformists and Irish Catho- 
lics, and surely it was not beyond the 
possibility of statesmanship to devise 
some plan whereby the Catholics might 
be able, without interference with the 
great national system of education, 
a system suitable to the 
and conformable to the interests and 


wishes and convictions of a great Pro- | 
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advanced that “may” in this case 
was better than “shall.” For all 


practical purposes they were conceding 
'to the Catholics of England as large and 
(as liberal measure of religious teach- 
‘ing as could possibly be expected at 
/the hands of a Protestant Government. 
If his hon. friend would cast his eye 
‘over to the United States, that great 
country of religious freedom, he would 
| find no concession was given. 


wants | 


| Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.) said there 
/was no religious teaching there. 


testant country, to continue (and that | 


was all they asked) to teach their own | 
religion to their own children in their | 


own schools built by the hard-earned | 


money of their people. 


Mr. ATHERLEY-JONES (Durham, | 
N.W.) said that although he could not 


claim the induleence of the Committee | 
as a new Member, he could do so upon | 
this question, as this was the first time | 


that he had ventured to enter upon this 
ereat theological controversy. Person- 
ally he agreed with what had fallen from 
the front Opposition Bench ard from the 
last speaker. He believed that secular | 
education, or alternatively non-denomina- | 
tionalism, were the only true solutions of | 
the difficulty. He regarded the measure, 
and he was sure his hon. friends on that 
side of the House would agree with him, 
as an honest attempt at compromise 
upon a most difficult subject. What 


had amazed him, therefore, throughout | 


these prolonged debates had been the 
tone of the criticism. 


of the House with regard to it. 
criticism entirely ignored 
mental principle of the Bill, viz., that 
it was brought forward to satisfy | 
the three great faiths existing in this 
country, viz., the Nonconformist, the 
Anglican, and the Catholic. He was 
sure that the Leader of the Nationalist 
Party must recognise that this Bill was 
as liberal a concession to the interests | 
of the Catholic schools in this country | 
as could be expected from a Protestant | 
nation. It said that Roman Catholics 
should have separate teaching of their 


the funda- | 


doctrines by separate teachers. [Cries 
of “May.”] Well, he entirely agreed 
with the argument which had been 


Mr. John Relmond, 


not only on the | 
Opposition but on the Ministerial side | 
That | 


Mr. ATHERLEY-JONES said that 
was hardly correct; there was Bible teach- 
| ing, sometimes combined with definite 
‘religious teaching. It was true that 
‘the 5,000 and the four-fifths were both 
arbitrary figures, but at the same time 
common sense told them that that was the 
only way to deal with the situation. He 
would like to see distinct and definite 
treatment meted out to the Roman 
|Catholics, because he recognised that 
| with the Roman Catholics it was a ques- 
tion not only of the teaching to be given, 
| but of the teacher who was to give it, and 
that being so he regretted the want of 
courage of the right hon. Gentleman the 
President of the Board of Education in 
‘not conceding to the Roman Catholics 
‘distinct and definite treatment. So far 
as his own faith was concerned, he ven- 
| tured to say that apart from ecclesiastical 
laymen ot the Anglican Chuich, and apart 
from an eclectic body of ecclesiastics, 
the great body of the Anglican laity 
were and would be content with asimple 
system of Bible teaching. He had 
spoken to hundreds of laymen on 
the subject, and the almost universal 
ireply to his question was that the great 
body of the Church of England would be 
/content with simple Bible teaching i in the 
ischools. But naturally the Church of 
‘England had a_ grievance. It was 
‘objectionable in many ways that the 
‘rural schools should be left out, that 
100 per cent. of the children in the rural 
schools should not be able to obtain 
definite religious instruction, whilst 80/per 
cent. of the “children in the urban schools 
could obtain it. But the Bill was a compro- 


/mise, and if these facilities were given 
ito the vural schools the Noncon- 
formists would immediately have a 
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grievance. He admitted the grievance 


of the Nonconformists, and he submit- 
ted to the Minister for Education 
that the system which obtained in 
France might very well be adopted 
in this country. In France one day a 
week was given to definite religious 
instruction, and that system had, so far 
as he had been able to ascertain, worked 
most satisfactorily and harmoniously. 
But he ventured to suggest to his 
brethren in the Church that in this matter 
there was no other way of dealing with 
the question. He regretted that 100 per 
cent. of the children in rural schools could 
not get any definite religion, but everyone 
would admit that there must be a modus 
vivendi. The Nonconformists had given 
way in this matter; they also were 
parties to the compromise, and he was 
not sure that they had not given just 
as much as the Roman Catholics. It 
was with them a matter of conscience 
that they should not pay anything to- 
wards a State religion in education or in 
any other way. But they were now 
willing to waive that, and all they 
asked for in return was that in those 
areas Where there was no alternative 
school they might have education un- 
fettered by any religious teaching with 
which they were not in accord, and 
which was contrary to the fundamental 
principles of their faith. 


Mr. STANLEY WILSON (Yorkshire, 
E.R., Holderness): Does Dr. Clifford 
accept Clause 4 ? 


Mr. ATHERLEY-JONES said whether 
Dr. Clifford accepted Clause 4 or not 
had, in his view, very little to do with the 
matter. But those Nonconformists who 
sat in this House were, he believed, quite 
content to accept it. [Laughter.] Hon. 
Members laughed, but surely no one would 
suggest that Clause 4 would be a perman- 
ent or final solution of this great religious 
controversy. No one would suggest that 
this controversy could be settled by 
one Act. The clause was but a step 
in that direction, but he regarded it as a 
very great step. He thought there 
was a great deal of false dialectical force 
imported into the discussion of whether 
“may” or “shall’’ should be incorpor- 
ated in the clause. If they put in the 
word “shall” they exposed the local 
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authorities to the risk of being shot 
at by the Anglicans upon the ground that 


' there was sufficient school accommodation 


for the Nonconformists, and they ex- 
posed them to the same risk at the hands 
of Nonconformists on the ground that 
there was not sufficient accommodation. 


| Whereas if they put in the word “ may” 


they did not expose them to that risk. 
He could not imagine anything worse for 
the discharge of their duty by the local 
authorities than that they should be ex- 
posed to litigation which might not be very 
effective, but which, if it were not, would 
harass and hamper local authorities. 
But with the word “may” that could 
not be. If the word ‘“ may”’ was in- 
serted, it would go a long way to dis- 
courage attempts upon the part of 
small bodies of Anglicans to disturb the 
arrangement which had worked very 
well hitherto. He did not know whether 
he had made it quite clear, but what he 
wished to convey was that if when four- 
fifths of the parents demanded it, the local 
authority was compelled to give special 
facilities, obviously the Anglican section 
would strive their utmost to whip up 
sufficient numbers to compel the local 
authority to give the facilities; butif the 
words were “ may grant’’ and they were 
doubtful whether the local authorities 
would grant the facilities, they would not 
be so anxious to whip up the parents. 
The proposal of the Government was an 
honest attempt to meet the difficulty, 
and if it was worked in the spirit in which 
local authorities usually endeavoured 
to carry out the public duties which 
devolved upon them, he did not think 
those who were so anxious to maintain 
voluntary schools would have any 
reason to complain of this measure. 


*Mr. F. E. SMITH (Liverpool, Walton) 
said he had listened to every speech on 
this Amendment from the Ministerial 
Benches, and from the beginning of the 
discussion to the present moment not a 
single argument had been brought 
forward against it, except the allegation 
of the Minister for Education that there 
was some technical difficulty in applying 
for a mandamus. In the course of his 
professional career he had had consider- 
able experience in regard to the process 
of mandamus against local authorities and 
others, and he would like the Minister 
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for Education or the Under-Secretary to ; mandamus or in making it effective when 
be good enough to explain a little more | granted. 


clearly to those whose professional duty | 


it was to try to understand the rules 


which regulated the granting of a man- | 
damus, how it was that the Government | 
could not adopt this Amendment and | 


which particular difficulty was alleged to 
be so formidable. 


*THeE PARLIAMENTARY SEC. 
RETARY to tHE BOARD or EDUCA-. 
TION (Mr. Love, Islington, W.): His 
right hon. friend desires mandamus to 


| be the last resort. 


He had taken the | 


trouble to cut out the eulogy which | 
the right hon. Gentleman passed last | 


night upon mandamus as a means of 
coercing local authorities. He said— 


“ Assuming that the Board supported the 
appellants and thought it was reasonable that 
the senool should be taken over on the terms 
of extended facilities being given, it was more 
unlikely that any local authority would refuse 
to be guided by the Board of Education. If, 
however, they still held out, there was a 
mandamus. He confessed he would not allow 
himself to contemplate the possibility of a 
joeal education authority anywhere refusing to 
obey an order of the King’s Bench. Was there 
any county in England or Wales where the 
King’s writs did not run? Certainly not. 
Therefore the mandamus was a most powerful 


engine whereby to effect the purpose they had | ae : 
‘ ' in ' when these pitiful evasions and con- 


in view.” 
He challenged any lawyer to explain 
one single respect in which the principles 


that would regulate the granting or |The right hon. Gentleman the Minister 


witholding of a mandamus differed in the 
circumstances contemplated by the 
Minister for Education from those in- 
volved in the Amendment of his hon. 
friend. 


Mr. HERBERT (Buckinghamshire, 
Wycombe): The late Colonial Secretary 
said mandamus would be perfectly useless 
because there were many Nonconformists 
and others who were still ready to go 
to prison. 


*Mr. F. E. SMITH said he was not 
thinking of the infinite discussion as to 
whether there were in this country 
Nonconformists who would not obey a 
mandamus, and Heaven forbid that he 
should embark upon that discussion. 
The point was a purely technical one 


as to whether the right hon. Gentleman | folly, and the clause staggered under the ac- 


was right when he came down to the 


Mr. F. E. SMITH said the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary’s admirers, of whom 


| he was one regretted that he did not do 


|he desired 


|himself more justice in these interven- 


tions. Did the hon. Member imagine 
it asa first resort? If 
education authority would 


the local 


|do what the Government meant it 


to do, there would be no necessity for 
mandamus. If on the other hand the 


local authority would not exercise those 


powers which had been placed in their 
hands either to exercise or refuse, then 
they would take the mandamus as the 
last remedy. Surely the time had come 


tradictions should be abandoned? On 
Clause 4 they could not expect to run 
with the hare and hunt with the hounds. 


for Education on this point had received 


nothing but insults from those outside 
the House and from those hon. Members 


of his own Party who sat below the gang- 


| way. 


He did not know whether hon. 
Gentlemen on the Ministerial side had 
read some of the statements made at a 


'very striking meeting of Radicals which 


| met to consider Clause 4. 


-own friends. 


This was what 
was said by the right hon. Gentleman’s 
Dr. Clifford said that 
Clause 4 was fatal to a final settlement. 
Such was the effect produced by the 
Bill upon those who had most assidu- 
ously laboured upon the platform in the 
interests of the Government. Dr. Leach 


‘said the Amendments made the clause 


House and said he could not accept this | 


Amendment, not because it was not 
just, or because it would not meet a 
grievance which was admitted by the 


hon. Member for North West Durham to | 


be genuine, but because of some sup- 
posed technical difficulty in granting this 


Mr. F. E. Smith. 


worse. The Rev. Hurst Hollowell 
said that— 


“The Amendments touched the depth of 
cumulations of its own absurdity.” 


He went on to say— 


‘Reconsider the whole position. Produce @ 
better Bill. The clause is an outrage.” 


That would appeal to the Parliamentary 
Secretary. Lord Stanley of Alderley was 
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certainly not a biassed or hostile critic; | 
but he said that— 


“the Government Amendments had been 
flung at the Paper without any consideration 
at all, and justice could not be done in the 
limited time to this immense new problem that 
was presented.” 


They sympathised with the Minister for 
Education in being exposed to these 
because 


very injurious observations, 
it involved the pathetic inference 
that there was no reward even for 


drinking the cup of humiliation to its 
dregs. Surely the time had come when 
the right hon. Gentleman should cast 
aside for a moment the rdle of Issa- 
char so far as this Bill was concerned. 
They were all agreed as to the objects 
they wanted to secure. They wanted 
to see that the schools should continue 
in the future as to-day. The Minister 
for Education had told them that it 
was his desire that these schools should 
go on in the future as they had done in 
the past. He supposed they were all 
agreed about that. [Cries of “ No.’’] 
He thought that was the one point upon 
which they agreed with the Minister for 
Education, who told the Jewish deputa- 
tion that he desired to see their schools go 
onin the future as in the past. Therefore, 
it was Immaterial what hon. Members 
below the gangway wanted because 
they were not the Governmen*. They 
did not intend to vote against the 
Government and they were therefore 
negligible. Apparently they could not 
speak for themselves, so that the 
Minister must be assumed to speak for 
them. The right hon. Gentleman desired 
equally with themselves to see denomina- 


tional teaching preserved in the schools. | 


If he was honest, he desired equally 
with themselves to see a denominational 
atmosphere preserved by the agency of 
tests for teachers. The right hon. Gentle- 
man desired to see all these things; 
therefore it was for the Committee to con- 
sider whether they would be best secured 
by the plain simple Amendment of his 
hon. friend, or by the illogical labyrinth 
of Amendments which they did not 


understand, and which had _ been. 
put forward as an alternative pro- 
posal. He wished to make one more 


observation. He knew as far as religious 
subjects were concerned some of them 
who represented Liverpool seats were 
considered to hold remarkable views. | 
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He expressed no opinion on any side of 
the religion question which had convulsed 
Liverpool opinion so long and bitterly, 
but he would say that any proposal 
make it necessary for 
candidates to state at municipal elec- 
tions whether they would vote for 
special facilities to Roman Catholics 
or Protestants was calamitous and 
reactionary. He entreated the Govern- 
ment to accept the Amendment. It 
was one which would improve the 
Bill; but on the other hand, if they 
refused it, while it might not only 
shatter the Bill, but have the more serious 
effect of shattering the Government, still 
they might say of the right hon. 
Gentleman Impavidum ferient ruine. 
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*Mr. ADKINS (Lancashire, Middleton) 
said that they had just heard a speech 
decorated with many irrelevant epithets, 
and he did not intend to follow the hon. 
Member in so grave a controversy by 
such methods—methods which were more 
proper to a debating society than to 
the House of Commons. He would only 
suggest that during his next evening of 
leisure the hon. Gentleman should devote 
himself to a still wider research into 
ecclesiastical rhetoric, and he would find 
gems among the utterances of members 
of his own Party equal to any of 
those he had given to the country. 
There were not a few Members who de- 
sired to approach this great political 
question in a somewhat humbler spirit, 
and with some regard for practical 
difficulties. He wished to take that 
opportunity of thanking the Government 
for the alterations they had made with 
regard to Clause 4. He believed most 
thoroughly that they were improvements, 
and that taken altogether they didadvance 
a very considerable step towards that 
solution which he trusted all Members 
desired, although, of course, it was 
difficult in such a question to approach 
the matter from all points of view. 
There was a certain reason for retaining 
“may” as against “shall,” entirely 
independent of those considerations 
which had taken up most of the time of 
the Committee, The right hon. Gentle- 
man the Member for Dover had arranged 
with great skill the methods of restric- 
tion which were provided in the clause, 
and made the rhetorical point, of why 








827 Education (England 
should there not be one final restriction 
which should turn “ may ” into “ shall.” 
It was obvious that all those restrictions | 
already placed in the clause—restrictions | 
with regard to the number of parents) 
asking, with regard to the ballot—which in | 
passing he might say was absolutely 
essential if this was to be a true ex- 
ponent of real local feeling—all those 
restrictions were of a general kind 
which might properly apply to all 
parts of the country. But besides those 
matters there were in many districts, 
and there might inevery district arise, 
considerations in which the discretion 
of the local authority might be perfectly 
well exercised, without any of those evil 
designs which had been attributed to local 
authorities with such extraordinary free- 
dom during the debate. He would give an 
illustration. They might very well have 
in a town of some size—he could very 
well imagine it happening in many parts 
of Lancashire—four or five voluntary 
schools, which applied for the “ special 
facilities’ under Clause 4. If it were 
made mandatory every one of those schools 
would be obliged to have them, irrespective 
of what was educationally best for the 
district. It might very well happen that it 
was better to give them to three schools— 
those which were susceptible of enlarge- 
ment—than to give them to all five schools, 
and so incidentally perpetuate some small 
and inconvenient schools. And they 
who were supporting the Government in 
retaining the word “may,” were really 
thinking much more of those practical 
definite difficulties than of designs 
against the consciences of their fellow 
citizens, with which they appeared 
to be credited. He desired also to say a 
word on another point. It was proposed 
in the Government’s Amendments not as 
a first resort. nor as a second resort, but 
ultimately to give to the Board of Edu- 
cation a certain power which had been 
caricatured under the name of “ con- 
tracting out.” He would like to point 
out to the Committee that the phrase 
“contracting out” wth all its associa- 
tions was a most improper phrase to 
apply to this particular suggestion. He 
said this with diffidence, remembering 
what the hon. Member for North 
Camberwell said yesterday. He was 
one of those Members who on nearly 
every educational occasion followed 


Mr. Adkins. 


{COMMONS} 





and Wules) Bill. 


828 
his hon. friend with affectionate docility, 


but in this particular he seemed 
to have passed from his usual keen 
criticism of the Bill from an educational 
point of view and had launched his 
transpontine thunders against the Goy- 
ernment, because forsooth they had 
put something in the Bill which recalled 
to him a previous fight on different 
issues. What was the objection to 
contracting out ? The objection to con- 
tracting out, when that phrase was used 
accurately, was an objection to allowing 
considerable parts of the country to 
get outside a national system. But the 
defence for the proposal of the Govern- 
ment was shortly this, that it could not 
conceivably occur in or be applied to 
large parts of the country. It could not 
come about owing to the wanton wishes 
of misguided people in a particular dis- 
trict. It could only come about by 
the deliberate action of the Board of 
Education in a most difficult crisis, 
and if there was any institution in this 
country opposed to contract ng out and 
to the evils of contracting out by its 
traditions and everything regarding it, it 
was the Board of Education. The Board 
of Education, with the natural desire of 
a great department to have proper con- 
trol over national education, was the very 
last body of persons who would be drawn 
towards the evils of contracting out. 
But might he point this out. They had 
heard that day with the greatest candour 
and force from the hon. and learned 
Member or Waterford the statement 
—he would not say of the extreme, but 
of the full position of his co-religionists. 
Where they had a demand made—not 
for facilities, for that could be granted 
under the erms of the Bill, but for 
something far more than facilities, for 
what was practically the choice of the 
teacher, that, whether it was right or 
wrong, was per se inconsistent with a 
uniform national system. And suppos- 
ing hev had—Heaven grant that it 
might not happen often '—a particular 
locality and a par icular denominational 
school, each taking the most vigorous 
and extreme view of what they considered 
their rights, then when all other re- 
sources were exhausted, he believed 
and he thought the Government believed, 
also, that the best and only ultimate 
safety valve was the sugges ion which 
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the clause. It was no more fair to label 
that with the name of “ contracting out ” 


and to attribute to it all the disasters | 


and all the evils which contracting | 
out had led to in the past, than it 
was to describe a safety valve as' 


something which destroyed the motive | 


wer of an engine. The analogy was 
entirely forced and wrong. 


these Amendments of the Government, 
he included not only one but all of them. 
He would vote for “may” rather than 
“shall,” because with the appeal to the 
Board of Kducation he was convinced 
that denominationalists were secured 


against wanton spite, whilst at the same. 
the proper discretion was left to the | 


localities which they must have if they 
were to do their duty. He would 


vote for it all the more readily, because | 
of the care and skill in detail which the | 


Government had devoted to dealing with 


the method of appeal and the action | 
and he | 


of the Board of Education, 
would also vote unhesitatingly—in spite 


of showers of telegrams and irrelevant | 
phrase-making in all directions—for the | 


further clause giving power to the Board 


of Education in the rarest cases to arrange | 
for a State-aided school, because he be- | 


lieved that that safetv valve was the 


only means by which they could extend | 
as far as possible the national svstem | 


to which, for the sake of education, 


far more than for anything else, they | 


were whole-heartedly pledged. 


Mr. DILLON (Mavo, E.) said that 


Clause 4, and in a minor degree. Clauses | 


Sand 6, were really the only clauses with 
which he and his friends were seriously 
concerned, He knew some misunder- 
standing existed on the subject, but he 
wished hon. Members opposite would 
dismiss from their minds the idea that 
Catholic schools which did not get relief 
under Clause 4 could have recourse to 
Clause 3. He did not believe that any 


Catholic schools would avail themselves | 


of Clause 3, or that Clause 3 really covered 
their case, and therefore unless they were 
relieved from the provisions of Clause 1 
under this clause they would be com- 
pletely shut out from all benetit under 
the educational system. All their hope 
of being able to accent this Bill as a 
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| tolerable settlement for the Catholic 
| people had been all along based on the 
| expectation that Clause + would be so 
amended as to bring it into harmony 
with the conscientious convictions and 
difficulties of their people—and also 
into harmony with the declarations 
of the Minister for Education himself 
|and other members of the Government. 
What were those Amendments to which 
they had looked forward ? They looked 
to obtain by those Amendments (1) 
/some security that their schools would 
really be admitted under the clause, (2) 
| for some modification of the restrictions, 
_which as the clause now stood, cut out 
nearly exactly half of their schools from 
all benefit under the clause, and (3) for 
some security that teachers would not 
| be forced upon their schools with the 
deliberate object of turning this clause 
into a mockery. A most remarkable 
speech was delivered in the course of 
yesterday’s debate by the hon. Member 
for the Morley Division of Yorkshire, who 
was, he thought, recognised by Noncon- 
'formists opposite as one of the leaders 
of the extreme Nonconformist Party. 
The hon. Gentleman said— 

| ‘He had always been in favour of leaving 
religious education in the hands of the churches. 
and taking it out of the hands of the State. 
But if it were brought home to Noncenformists 
that Cowper-Temple teaching was opposed to: 
the religion of Catholics and Anglicans he 
believed that the bulk of Nonconformists 
would agree with him that the only possible 
solution of the question was secular education. 
He admitted that some means would have to 
| be taken to secure where denominational 
teaching was given that the teachers were 
friends of the denomination.” 


That was a very generous and remark- 
able statement from the hon. Gentle- 
man. The hon. Member who had 
just spoken said that the hon. and 
learned Member for Waterford claimed 
that Catholics should have the appoint- 
ment of all teachers in Catholic schools 
which obtained special facilities. That 
was not what the hon. Member for 
Waterford said. What his hon. friend 
asked for was that the parents of the 
children attending a denominational 
school, which ex hypothesi under these 
‘restrictions must be a homogeneous 
school composed of children of one 
religion only, should have some assurance 
of the bona-fides of the Government and 
of the House that they were not going to 
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force condit'ons upon the Catholic schools 
with the deliberate object of turning 
the whole of the clause into a mockery. 
He welcomed the fact that the hon. 
Member for the Morley Division agreed 
with that, for he said that some means 
should be taken to secure that where 
denominational teaching was given the 
teachers should belong to the denomina- 
tion. That was all they asked for 
in regard to that provision. That was 
absolutely essential, because if it were 


tion of Clause 4 and to avail themselves 
under this provision of the right to 
appoint the teacher it would have 
the effect of turning the whole thing 
into a mockery, as a teacher might 
be appointed who would be unable 
to give denominational teaching. If 
the right hon. Gentleman was sincere 
in wishing to carry out the clause, he 
ought to make this small concession, not 
to give the appointment of the teachers, 
but something which would carry with it 
an indication that the House meant that 
the local authority should loyally carry 
out the intentions of the section. As 
to the second Amendment with regard 
to facilities, it was beyond all ques- 
tion that under the 5,000 limit 240 of the 
Catholic schools would go, and that under 
subsection (b) with respect to the four- 


fifths, 275 more would go, making 
over 500 schools in all. But there 
was another restriction which came 


into operation even on the remnant, 
and that was the necessity for the pro- 
vision of accommodation in other schools 
for the minority of the children, That 
provision might act exceedingly cruelly 
and unjustly. He thought that in many 
cases it was entirely unnecessary. He 
was amazed when he discovered the 
extent to which Protestant children had 
availed themselves of Catholic schools. 
He was under the impression until about 
two months ago that there was no 
considerable proportion of Protestant 
children in the Catholic schools. It was 
a revelation to him that a minority of 
one-fifth would go out of the 247 Catholic 
schools. How did it come about that 
Protestant children came into these 
schools while in nineteen-twentieths of 
the cases there was ample accommoda- 
tion for them in other 


Mr. Dillon. 
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open to anybody to object to the opera- | 
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many of these cases where children were 
sent to Catholic schools they deliberately 
passed the doors of board schools. In 
other cases they were sent to Catholic 
schools because the distance was a little 
less. One of the reasons was that the 
parents preferred the smaller classes in 
the Catholic schools. In many instances 
the parents of froward children sent 
them to the Catholic schools because the 
nuns produced better results in making 
more obedient. These children 
came into the Catholic schools of 
their own free choice, and they en- 
joyed the hospitality of the schools, 
built with Catholics’ own money, and 
Catholics had never endeavoured to 
make these schools the means of proselytis- 
ing. Was it now to be put in the power 
of the parents of those children to take 
away the schools from Catholics and turn 
them into public elementary schools ? 
That was he thought a very cruel in- 
justice, and he hoped the Government 
would reconsider the question later on. 
In his opinion, after careful inquiry, 
Clause 4 in its present shape would not 
even give Catholics the choice of admis- 
sion to half their schools. What was to 
become of the other half? The Minister 
for Education had spoken without any 
bitterness and in no unfair way, but it was 
one thing to deal with the speeches made 
on behalf of the Government, and another 
thing to deal with the clause. How 
could Catholics receive otherwise than 
coldly a clause which gave them the very 
inefficient protection he had endeavoured 
todescribe? Thehon. and learned Mem- 
ber for South Longford had dealt with 
this question. What did the Govern- 
ment propose to do with these Catholic 
schools? Did they really _ seriously 
propose to take 500 of the Catholic 
schools and offer no manner of relief 
whatever ? Even with the contracting- 
out proposal, or as they described 
it, “the kicking-out proposal,” they 
were to be left on the roadside to 
starve without the aid of rates ot 
taxes, or the children were to be 
ordered to sacrifice their consciences 
and to go into the common schools of the 
country and to submit to the Protestant 
teaching which was to be the normal 
teaching in the schools. People talked 
about resistance! He did not want to 
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indulge in any language of provocation, | 
but could Nonconformists, while seek- | 
ing to maintain and be faithful to) 
the name and traditions of Liberalism, | 
ask Catholics to submit to treatment | 
of this kind, when they had set them | 
an example of resisting the law when | 
endeavouring to get a grievance remedied ? | 
He had received a letter only to-day | 
from Halifax, where the Catholics had a | 
very fine school on which there had been | 
spent an enormous sum of money which | 
had all come out of the pockets of the poor | 
people. They had 625 children on the 
roll. For cheapness this school was 

built outside the borough boundaries of 

Halifax, and it was asad thing that many 

of the children had to walk two miles 

to it, passing on the way the doors of 

the palatial council schools, in the build- 

ing of which Catholic rates had been used. 

Under the proposed restrictions the 

(atholic school in question would be cut | 
offfrom all relief under this Act because it | 
was just outside the borough boundaries. 
What were they going to do with these 
620 children? Would the Liberal Party | 
of England enter into a struggle w ith the | 
parents after all the sacrifices they had 
made, in order to drive their children into | 
the council schools of Halifax? He 

said they could not, and unless they made 

some of the modifications asked of them 

the Government would find they had | 
undertaken something which would | 
necessitate an Amending Bill later on. | 
Catholics had been asked to trust the | 
local authorities, but there could be no | 
question of trusting the local authority | 
here. He thought the local authority | 
of Halifax would treat the Catholic school 

decently if they could, but they could not | 
do it because it was outside the scope | 
of the clause altogether. Let them con- 

sider for a moment this question of | 
trusting the local authorities. Had hon. | 
Members read the speeches delivered | 
yesterday at the meeting of Noncon- | 
formists ? He dared say that most hon. | 
Members had read the speech of Mr. 
Hirst Hollowell. He did not say a word 
against Nonconformists for believing 
what they did, but in the face of that 
speech, and the declarations of other 
Nonconformist leaders — declarations 
of war against Clause 4, declarations 
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| different 


/would give them their support. 





of men representing large bodies of | 
opinion in the country who had shown | 
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that for their convictions they were 
prepared to defy the law—were Catholics 
to be told that they were perfectly safe 
in the hands of the loca authorities ? 
They trusted the local authorities to 
follow their own conv.ctions. This 
question would be made a primary and 
dominant issue in every local election, 
and Mr. Hirst Hollowell and Dr. Clifford 
would be on the stump from end to end 
of England denouncing Clause 4 and in- 
viting the local communities to rise in 
rebellion against it. If that was so, why 
appeal to Catholics to trust the local 
authorities? A Welsh Member had ap- 
pealed tothem by stating that the Welsh 
Members wished to trust Ireland with 
local control. He himself did not vote for 
the Welsh Coercion Act. The Nationalist 
Members were prepared to support the 
proposal to set up a Council for Wales. If 
the Welsh Members wanted a Parlia- 
ment the Nationalist Members would 
support them. But this was a very 
matter. He would ask hon. 
Members opposite whether, when the 
Nationalist Members made a demand for 
Catholic education in Ireland, they 
He 
believed they were willing to give them 
the control of their own affairs, but if 


'they would not support the cla'm for 


Catholic education in Ireland why should 
they expect the Catholic Members in this 
House to vote for measures which in his 
judgment would subject to disability the 
poor people of this country? The right 
hon. Gentleman had said quite truly, 
that what religious education meant to 
Catholics was not a half-hour’s teaching 
of the catechism, but the whole tone and 
spirit in which the teaching in the school 
was conducted. That was their diffi- 
culty; and there was no concession 
unless the tone and spirit of the school 
were to be in conformity with the faith 
of the parents of the children. As to the 
alternatives presented in the Government 
Amendment, it was idle for him to say 
that the occasions would be rare when the 
local authorities would refuse to give 
these facilities, especially when they 
deliberately offered to the public 
bodies in the country a_ substantial 
money bribe to throw the Catholic schools 
out of the National school system. Let 
them imagine an election vote, on the 
issue of some one, say, Dr. Clifford! 
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saying that the voters could not only 
salve their consciences by the way they 
voted, but that they would be able to 
keep the rates in their pockets. That 
would be an admirable inducement 
to the electors. That, he thought, was 
a complete answer to the case for the 
alternative proposed by the right hon. 
Gentleman. So far as the speeches of 
the Nonconformist Members were con- 
cerned, he had very little to find fault 
with them, but it was their votes and their 
action that he found fault with. The hon. 
Member for North West Norfolk, who 
was a leading Nonconformist, said, and 
he agreed with him, that it would be un- 
just to put any penal consequences on 
Catholics who would send their children 
to Catholic schools. That 
whole case. But what were they going 
to do with the children of Catholics who 
were cut off from all benefit under the 
Clause ? 
to Protestant schools! Were they going 
to leave them in the streets ? 
that the system of contracting out were 
to be adopted, on what principles would 
they calculate the grant to the Catholic 
schools which were thrust out of the 
national system. 
on Clause 1, to have a form of religious 
teaching unacceptable and objectionable 
to Catholics, they put themselves under 
an obligation from which they could not 
escape to give them the opportunity 


was their | 
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| children, while the poor children of the 


Catholics were to be left without any 
assistance from the rates? Was that 
their idea of the fair play of Liberalism 2 


| Let Liberals be honest on this matter. If 


Supposing they refused to go | 


Supposing | 


When they decided, | 


they proposed to retain Clause 4 in spite of 
the opposition of the Rev. Dr. Clifford and 
of the leaders of the extreme Noncon- 
formist Party, let them retain it and 
accept all the logical consequences of its 
retention. Let them give to the Catholics 
and to the Anglicans who could not accept 
their simple religious Protestantism, equal 
fair play with themselves; and if the 
Catholics could not consent to pay rates 


‘in order that Cowper-Temple teaching 


should be taught in the schools, then the 
fair thing to do would be to authorise 
the Government to give to their poor 
schools, not a mere grant from the Ex- 
chequer, but a sum which they might cal- 
culate to be equal to the rates which the 
Catholics paid for teaching Protestantism 
in other schools. Religious liberty was 
a great thing; and he sympathised with 
those who fought for religious liberty 
in 1902. But those hon. Gentlemen 
were now on top, and were they going 
to commit the fatal mistake, because 
they now had the power, of not being 
satisfied with freeing their own shoulders 


from the burden of injustice ? Would they 


of retaining in their schools the religious | 


teaching that was acceptable to them. 
What Catholics said was that the religious 
teaching might be of a variable character. 
It might be Bible reading: it might be 
teaching with a good deal of dogma ; but in 
their opinion it was Protestant teaching. 
Dr. Clifford said at a meeting in the 
Caxton Hall the previous day— 
“Cowper-Temple teaching was not Pro- 
testant in any theological or ecclesiastical 
sense, or he would oppose its being given at 
the State’s expense. It was only civic 
Protestantism, which repudiated the Roman 
Catholic idea that the education of children 
should be under the control of the Church.” 
Accepting Dr. Clifford’s definition for 
the sake of argument, that was just 
what Catholics objected to. They 
objected to the teaching probably more 


as civic Protestantism than as mere | 
as | 


Protestantism. Were their rights 
Catholics to be taken from them to teach 


not be satisfied until they had shifted that 
injustice on to those who were now in the 
minority ? If they persisted in that 
course, they might drive this Bill through 


‘the House of Commons, but they would 


not settle the question and they would 
inflict on the Liberal Party a blow from 
which it would take them many long years 
to recover. 


THE PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 
LORD or tHE TREASURY (Sir H#. 
CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN, Stirling Burghs) : 
I always listen to my hon. friend who has 
just sat down, not only with interest and 
admiration, but also with a certain amount 
of sympathy, even when he is enunciating 
opinions the very reverse of my own. 
He has in him something of a Jeremiah 


and something of a Cassandra, but to-day 


I think he has even out-Jeremiah’d and 
out-Cassandra’d himself in the prospect 
that he has disclosed of the future fate of 
the Catholic schools. I do not believe 
myself that one-tenth part of the mischief 


civic Protestantism to other people’s | he has anticipated would ever take place 


Mr. Dillon. 
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under this Act. If I thought so I should 
not be so ardent a supporter of the clause 
as] am. But the hon. Member was not 
quite fair. He reiterated the fears that 
have been expressed of the tyrannical 
bigotry of local authorities in England, 
but he was full of compliments to my hon. 
friends behind me who are the represen- 
tatives and the chosen men of those very 
localities where he anticipates such totally 
different treatment. I would venture to 
offer a word of advice to my hon. friend. 
Let him take care that he does not go 
further and fare worse. My hon. friend 
has pointed out what is very true, and 
what we all know, that, in his communion, 
what is wanted in the schools is something 
more than the teaching. It is the tone 
aud spirit, the atmosphere, pervading the 
whole of the school from one end of the 
day to the other. Where will his 
atmosphere be when the only alternative 
offered from the other side of the House 
comes into force—the alternative of the 
State providing secular instruction and 
the indiscriminate liberty to all the sects 
to teach any religion they like? Where 
is his atmosphere, his spirit, his tone, in 
those circumstances! That solution is 
in very powerful hands; and let him 
make sure that, if this controversy comes 


to an end unfavourable to the present | 
Bill, that will not be the fate of the | 
schools in which he takes so keen and | 


sincere an interest. I may be allowed 
personally to say that I feel almost the 
necessity of an apology for intervening 
in this discussion at all, because I have 
been enforcedly absent from the debates 
from first to last. I have nothing to 
apologise for in regard to that absence 
except that it added, to the other bitter 
feelings that it involved, the knowledge 
all the time that I was neglecting my 
duty as Leader of this House. But that 
bitterness, such as it was, was removed 
by the kind sympathy and consideration 
which I have received from the whole 
House. I do not intend to enter upon 
these detailed controversies, because it 
seems to me that they have been suttici- 
ently discussed and that the Committee 
might very well come to a conclusion 
on this matter of “may” or “shall” 
without more delay. But I do think it 
right to state what appears to me to be 
the true position as viewed from the 
distance to which I have been relegated 
during the past two or three weeks. My 
light hon, friend the President of the 
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| Board of Education said to-day a very true 
and obvious thing, but a thing that is 
sometimes forgotten, when he declared 
that this is an undenominational Bill and 
therefore every advocate of denomina- 
tional education cannot find it to his 
mind. It would be a false Bill if it were 
to his mind. This Bill is an undenomina- 
tional Bill, setting up an undenominational 
system, and we must regard it in that 
light. And what is the genesis of this 
Clause 4? In this country you cannot 
pursue any system, undenominational or 
other, in so complicated and controversial 
a matter as education, to the extreme 
length. The mistake which I think some 
of my hon. friends have been making 
lately is that they have got hold of some 
small idea, or some comparatively small 
point, and they wish to shape everything 
to the carrying out to its ultimate con- 
clusion, to its extreme completion, that 
idea or that line of action. You cannot 
do that in this country. Therefore it 
was necessary in our undenominational 
Bill to recognise exceptions. Our idea 
was that in the ordinary schools there 
should be taught religion in the form of 
the common elements of Christianity. 
In the simplicity of my heart I thought 
that at least in the Church of England 
that would not have been obnoxious. The 
common elements of Christianity with, no 
doubt, a flavour of Protestantism in 
| them—is that really distasteful to the 
| Church of England as by law established ? 
|To my amazement a prelate of that 
'Church says that Bible teaching is 
| dangerous unless it is accompanied by 
| his standards. His standards! Why, 
| his standards are based on the Bible, and 
not the Bible on his standards. Still, we 
provided in our Bill for two days’ teach- 
| ing of special doctrines in order to meet 
| the special desires and requirements of 
'the Church. But the Catholics are in a 
| different position. They have never 
| failed to put forward as their ideal the 
full control of the school from the 
religious point of view. Therefore, it 
seemed to us that an exception must be 





| 
| 
| 
| 


attempted which might include the 
Catholics and also any members or 


ministers or authorities of the Estab- 
lished Church who are more Catholic than 
anything else, for, if that is the conception 
of a school, our general scheme does not 
meet it. Accordingly we introduced 
Clause 4, and what the Committee have 
been discussing for the last two days is 
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not the principle of the clause, but the 
mere machinery by which that principle 
is to be carried out. On the part of the 
Government I have to say that the 
principle and the intention of the clause 
is as I have described it ; and to that we 
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are firmly wedded, and do not intend to. 


depart in any degree from it. And 
when I turn to the machinery of the 
clause, I can only say that it has been the 


subject of the closest and most careful , 


consideration, and that as it stands we 
believe it avoids more difficulties and 
accomplishes more advantages than any 


other machinery which could be invented | 


for the purpose. We have the appeal, 
the mandamus as the ultimate authority, 
the non-payment of rent. We have what 
is called contracting-out, and the ballot 
in order to secure that the opinion ex- 


pressed by the parents of the children is | 


genuine. And here let me refer to the 


difficulty which has been harassing the | 


soul of my hon. friend the Member for 
East Mayo. He referred to the dreadful 


fate of the minority of Protestant children | 


who have been in the habit, with the wish 


and will of their parents, of attending , 


Catholic schools. 1am very glad to hear 
of that practice, because it shows a spirit of 
liberality and a desire to live and act in 
common. But my hon. friend is afraid 
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that when this clause comes into operation | 


these children will be left out in the cold. 


Mr. DILLON: No; but that these 
children might take our schools from us. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
These children will continue to come in as 
they are coming:in now ; and there can be 
no hardship on the Catholic schools, for 


their parents will not want special facili- 


ties. 
the machinery, I say that we regard it 
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they will remain unremedied. I therefore 
appeal to those who have strong prejudices 


and high ideals not to run after 
their ideals and prejudices too far, 


but to give their support to a scheme 
which we think will benefit education and 
remove grievances, and, while giving pre- 
ferences and exceptions which cannot be 
avoided, will do justice to the desires 
and interests of the people at large, 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of Lon- 
don): I hope the right hon. Gentleman 
will allow me, in the first place, to ex- 
press on behalf of my friends our full 
appreciation of the reasons which have 
prevented him from being present during 
these debates, and from taking that part 
which we would otherwise desire him to 
take in the discussion of a measure which 
has excited so much public feeling. The 
right hon. Gentleman began his speech 
by threatening the hon. Member for East 
Mayo with a worse fate than that which 
it is proposed to inflict upon him should 
other hands than those of the Govern- 
ment be engaged in further dealing with 
the question of education. If the right 
hon. Gentleman had been able to be pre- 
sent at our debates he would have known 
that the feeling which this Bill has ex- 
cited in the minds of members of the 
Church of England is not less deep and 
earnest than that to which the hon. Mem- 


ber for East Mayo has given expression. 


But to return to the question of | 


as perfectly sufficient, under the control, | 


as it will be, of the Board of Education, 
for carrying out the main purposes of the 
clause, which is essential to the main pur- 
pose of the bill itself. 
has been throughout, to make the Bill 
fair and equitable, and to do away with 


the grievances that we complain of. The - 


hon. Member for Waterford expressed 
great sympathy with the Nonconformists 
on account of their grievances under the 
Act of 1902. But he did not mention 
any other way of removing those griev- 
ances than the way we propose; and it is 
clear that, unless this Bill is passed, 
Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman. 


No one has suggested that this question 
could be settled without something in the 
nature of Clause 4. No settlement of 
the question could be complete which 
ignored the particular problem which 
Clause 4 is intended but fails to 
solve. You cannot deal with the educa- 
tion question without meeting the wishes. 
of the denominations. I do not mean 
simply meeting the wishes of the 
Jews and the Roman Catholics. In 
speaking of meeting the wishes of those 
who approve of denominational teaching, 


I deliberately include the Church of 


Our object is, and | 


England, and I say that any party who 
fails to recognise the depth of feeling of 
the Church of England upon this subject 
does not read aright the signs of the 
times. The right hon. Gentleman told 
us that the Cowper-Temple Clause was the 
common basis of all Christianity with a 
Protestant flavour. In other words, his 


‘view is that this House, or rather the 


local elected bodies in the country, are the 
people who are qualified to determine 
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that which theologians and philosophers 
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have been searching for in vain through- | 


out the centuries, and yet which every town 
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council is supposed to be able to under- | 


stand by the mere light of natural reason. 
Che 
who speak for them, have repudiated the 
ilea that Cowper-Temple teaching is their 


religion. They think themselves qualified | 


to determine not only for themselves, but 
for all mankind ; or they think the local 
authorities qualified, which is worse. I 
would rather have Dr. Clifford’s opinion 


and Vales) Bill. 


|leave the grievance of persons of that 
class of the community wholly unrelieved. 
That is asserted by those who have a 
right to speak for the passive resisters. 
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| 


| You therefore have with deliberate intent 


extreme Nonconformists or those | 


violated the feelings of those who were 
your most ardent supporters at the last 
election; and yet, having lost their 
support over Clause 4, you donot take 
the most ordinary precautions to make 
the clause satisfy those in whose interests 


/you say, and truly say, you have en- 


upon a purely theological subject than | 


the opinion of persons who have had no 
instruction whatever in such matters. 
thought I was paying a compliment, and 


I | 


1 think a deserved one, to the efficiency | 


with which eminent 
divines have pursued their theological 
studies. 
description of the very varied teaching 
which goes by the name of Cowper- 
Temple teaching, as containing all the 
‘common elements of Christianity with a 
Protestant flavour, is really absurd. 
Cowper-Temple teaching, I am told, is 
sometimes given in a manner which draws 
no distinction between Unitarianism and 
orthodox Christianity. The trath is that 
any attempt on the part of this House 
either to settle for the country or to dele- 
gate it to local authorities to settle what 
are the common elements of Christianity 
is altogether vain and absurd, and _ is 
wholly inconsistent with Liberal traditions 
and views of the relations which ought 
to subsist between the secular and 
the theological. 
always talking of the propriety of 
leaving these questions to the de- 
nominations; yet in a spirit of airy 
confidence they are going to determine 
not merely what is to satisfy the Noncon- 
formists, but what is to satisfy everybody 
else. That is a pretension as arrogant 
as was ever made by any church at 
any time in the world’s _ history. 
The right hon. Gentleman bids us remem- 
her that this is a Bill framed not on 
denominational but on undenominational 
lines. In that effort it is not denied that 
the Government have produced a deep 
feeling of irritation among those who took 
seriously the agitation directed against 
the’1902 Bill, and who, if they were not 
passive resisters themselves, thought that 
the passive resisters were perfectly right. 
Clause 4 in any shape will unquestionably 
VOL. CLIX. [FourtH SERIEs.] 


But the right hon. Gentleman’s | 


Nonconformist | 


They themselves are | 


deavoured to frame it. A concession 
which was genuinely intended is so fenced 
round with precautions and conditions, 
you have left so many loopholes by 
which the Board of Education and the 
local authority may escape their obliga- 
tion by the structure of your clause, and 
by the provisions which you have piled 
up one on top of the other, like Pelion 
upon Ossa and Olympus upon both, that 
nobody knows what is the principle 
crashed under this load of superfluous 
matter. You have so contrived it that 
those in whose interests you have framed 
it say with unanswerable force that their 
grievance, the burden you are putting on 
their conscience by the rest of your Bill, 
the injustice you are making them suffer 
by paying rates for other people’s 
religion—all that remains unrelieved, and 
the only conceivable result of your Bill in 
its present shape is that you will leave 
the Church of England, the Church of 
Rome, the Jews—perhaps the Jews less 
than others—with a grievance they 
most bitterly feel, wholly unredressed, 
and you will leave those who are ranked 
among your best supporters with their 
consciences still offended. It seems to me 


the Government have blundered into 
a position which is open to almost 
every objection that can be urged, 


because their clause satisfies no conscience 
and pleases no party. This, at all 
events, is certain—and I say it with 
a full sense of responsibility—that 
if the Bill passes in its present shape, 
with Clause 4, even with the Government 
Amendments, it is inevitable that the 
Government measure will find ranged 
against it not merely the Roman Catholic 
feeling in the country, but an amount of 
feeling on the part of those belonging to 
the Established Church which no Govern- 
ment ought with a light heart to 
endeavour to arouse. I was amazed at 
one phrase of the right hon, Grentleman’s. 
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He used words which, I think, were 
intended to indicate that the only op- 
ponents in the Anglican Church whom he 
had to fear or who were really anxious to 
see Clause 4 made effective were those 
whom he described as more Catholic than 
anything else. If that is the delusion 
under which the Government is blunder- 
ing, surely no Government ever was 
blinder. I believe the feeling among the 
leaders of the Low Church Party of the 
Church of England, men like the Bishop 
of Liverpool and the Dean of Canterbury, 
men who are the protagonists of the Low 
Church section—these men are vehement 
in their opposition. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
It is worth while correcting the right 
hon. Gentleman in his recollection of 
what I said. I used the phrase with 
regard to opposition and disfavour as 
expressed to what I call elementary 
Christian doctrine. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I do not 
dispute the right hon. Gentleman’s ver- 
sion of what he said; but I would 
respectfully point out that it does not 
substantially differ from the expression I 
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leaders of Protestant thought dislike 
among other things is this substitution 
of universal Cowper-Temple teaching for 
the present teaching given in denomina- 
tional schools. Let the Government 
and every man who takes part in the 
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approaching division understand _ that 
they are not merely dealing with 


Roman Catholics and Jews and a small 
section of the clergy and laity of the 
Established Church, but that they have 
against them, broadly speaking, the whole 
feeling of that Church, Low Church and 
High Church, and that the idea of pro- 
posing to the House and country a settle- 
ment which pleases neither the denomina- 
tionalists nor the undenominationalists, 
and asking us to accept that as a final 
settlement of this tremendous problem is 
really to play with a great cause, idly to 
meddle with subjects which you cannot 
settle, to leave wunredressed ancient 
wrongs, and to create a large body of new 
wrongs which must in their turn breed 
fresh difficulties for this House and the 
country. 


Question put, 


The Committee divided :—Ayes 
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Dr. MACNAMARA (Camberwell, N.) | that such an arrangement was made 
moved an Amendment providing that the | between owners of schools and the local 
local education authority might, “ subject | authority as would cause religious education 
to an appeal to the Board of Education | to be carried out on the lines to which each: 
in the event of refusal,” afford extended | particular school had been accustomed. 
facilities for religious instruction of a | That was the policy of the Government. 
special character. He said the Govern- | He was sure that it was a matter worth 
ment had placed an Amendment on the | considering. If they were fortunate 
Paper which anticipated his proposal. | enough to reach the clause the subject 
The Government Amendment would allow | would be raised, but if not, perhaps the 
an appeal to the Board of Education, and | right hon. Gentleman would consider 
would also permit contracting out. He} the propriety of doing what he had 
asked the President of the Board of Edu- | suggested. 
cation whether he could not divide that | 
Amendment into two parts, one dealing | 
with the appeal to the Board of Education 
which they could all support, and the | 
other relating to contracting out. 





Mr. BIRRELL said he would consider 


the suggestion. 


Lorp R. CECIL said that under the 
| Bill the appeal would lie with tle 
| parents if the local authority declined to 
‘act. Under the Amendment of the right 
‘hon. Gentleman, however, the appeal 
| would lie with the owner. It appeared 
ito him that it ought to be left to the 
: | parents to appeal and not to the owners 

Question proposed, “That those words | of the schoo!. 
be there inserted.” | 
| Mr. BIRRELL thought it would be 
it | take the 


Amendment proposed. 


“In page 2, line 39, after the word ‘may,’ 
to insert the words ‘ subject to an appeal to the 
Board of Edueation in event of 1efusal.’’”°— 
(Dr. Maenamara.) 


Mr. BIRRELL did think 


not very undesirable to away 
possible to divide the Amendment of the | appeal from the owners, who were a 
(rovernment in the form suggested. | responsible set of persons who might be 


He was afraid it would have to remain as 


| trusted to look after the interests of the 
It stood, 


| school, whilst the parents might not be 
jable to act with promptness. Whilst 

Mr. A. J. BALFOUR asked whether | he could not alter the provision that the 
the Government would consider the | owners should be the appellants, this was 
propriety of introducing into their Amend- | the parents’ clause, and he would consider 
ment words which would give a direction | whether words could be inserted to secure 
to the Board of Education to take care | that parents should have power to appeal. 
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Dr. MACNAMARA hoped the right 
hon. Gentleman would consider the sug- 
gestion he had made. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


*Mr. CAVE moved an Amendment to 
leave out the words “in an urban area ” 
in line 1 on page 3. 
that anyone would suggest that the 
religious instruction of the children or 


the wishes of the parents were of less | 


importance in a rural than in an urban 
area. He knew many rural parishes 
which had a population quite as large as 
5,000, which was put down as_ the 
minimum foran urban areaunder Clause 4. 
In many cases the school in a rural parish 
was placed close to the boundary of the 
area, and served for the children of 
another rural area or even for some of the 
children in an adjoining urban area. He 
saw no reason why such a school should 
be treated in a different way from 
an urban school. Just outside Halifax 
there was a Roman Catholic school which 
served the children in the urban as well 
as in the rural area, and yet that school 
was to be entirely shut out from the 
advantages of Clause 4. He did not see 
any logical basis upon which such an 
exemption could be based. All the 
arguments they had heard with regard 
to urban districts were equally applicable 
to rural areas. Perhaps the limitation 
would be defended on the ground that it 
was impossible in many rural areas to find 
sufficient schools to deal with all denomina. 
tions. Ifso, the answer wasthat such a case 
was fully covered by condition (b) of this 
clause. No doubt that condition, if it 
remained as it stood in the Bill, might 
have the effect of excluding from the 
clause (if extended to rural areas) many 


single-school areas; but that difficulty | 


would be met by a subsequent Amend- 
ment, by which it was proposed that it 
should be made a condition of giving 
special facilities that the owners should 
provide for giving to the children of dis- 
senting denominations religious instruc- 
tion of the kind the parents desired either 
in the school itself or in some neighbouring 
school. He felt sure the Committee would 
recognise the importance of this Amend- 
ment, and he hoped the Government 
would accept it. 


Amendment proposed— 


“‘In page 3, line 1, to leave out the words 
“in an urban area.”—(Mr. Cave.) 
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He did not think | 
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| Question proposed, “That the words 
| proposed to be left out stand part of the 
| clause.” 

*Mr. LOUGH agreed that there was 
something to be said in favour of the 
Amendment. He would remind the 
Committee, however, that the Government 
had made a very great concession in the 
clause as it now stood. The object of 
this Bill was to found a system of State 
education and here a broad exception was 
made. The two exceptions laid down in 
Sub-sections (a) and (b) were not sufficient, 
and they required the words of the clause 
as well, The ballot would be an _incon- 
venient procedure to work in country 
villages, where there might be great objec- 
tions to canvassing and pressure that 
might be brought to bear on one side 
or the other. There would be considerable 
difficulty in putting Sub-section (hb) into 
operation in the rural areas. There might 
be a school two or three miles off. Would 
that be conceived to be accommodation ! 
In some country areas there were wide 
notions as to the distance a child ought 
to walk. This clause had been described 
as one which made provision for Jews and 
Roman Catholics, but it should be 
remembered thata great number belonging 
to other religious sects would he able to 
take advantage of it. The Church of 
England would be able to take advan- 
tage of this clause to a larger extent than 
the Roman Catholics or the Jews. The 
Returns showed that in the urban areas 
as defined by the clause there were 4,371 
denominational schools with an average 
attendance of 1,500,000 scholars, or three- 
fifths of all the scholars attending denomi- 
national schools in England and Wales. 
Many of these schools would be able to 
take advantage of this provision. There 
were in the country districts 9,700 other 
denominational schools, but they con- 
tained only 1,000,000 scholars. It 
would be admitted that a case had to be 
made out for the distinction drawn 
between urban and rural schools, and the 
truth was that this was part of the protec- 
tion which Nonconformists received under 
the Bill. This was an attempt to deal 
with the difficulties of which the Noncon- 
formists complained. ‘The Government 
had been protecting Church of England 
interests in Clause 3 and Roman Catholic 
‘interests under Clause 4, but surely 
those of Nonconformists ought not to be 
entirely lost sight of. It was amongst 
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those 9,700 rural schools that the Non- 
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conformists had felt the intolerable 
strain; and surely they ought to have a 
look in somewhere. It would be impos- 
sible to provide the same facilities in the 
rural as in the urban schools, but his 
whole sympathy was on the side of 
dealing with them in the most liberal 
spirit with the various claims which 
would be made for facilities under the 
Bill. He believed that in the small 
schools in the country areas, if a fair 
view was taken of the construction 
of the Bill, they would be able to lead 
with their religious requirements in a 
satisfactory way. It should be remem- 
bered that the schools would be taken 
over for a small number of hours for the 
purposes of public elementary education. 
They would be taken by the public 
authority only for five days a week, and 
if it was desired to give the children 
additional religious instruction it could 
be done after school hours, and also on 
Saturday and Sunday when the schools 
would remain available for that purpose. 
Most fair-minded men would agree that 
in the one-school areas by a reasonable 
use of the facilities that would remain out 
of school hours it would be possible to 
make any provision necessary to meet 
religious requirements so far as Protestant 
children were concerned. As to the 
position of the Roman Catholics, 77 per 
cent. of all the Roman Catholie schools 
were in the urban areas with a popula- 
tion of over 5,000, while 91 per cent. of 
the Roman Catholic children were in those 
uroan schools. The clause was conceived 
in a large and liberal sense, and it granted 
great facilities. He admitted that from 
the extreme denominational point of view 
the clause might not be altogether satis- 
factory, but in making that admission the 
Committee should bear in mind the 
extreme difficulty surrounding the whole 
question, and when they did so he was 
sure that they would feel it to be hard to 
make any improvement in the scheme 
which the Government had laid down. 
He could not see his way to accept the 
Amendment. 


Mr. ABEL SMITH (Hertfordshire, 
Hertford) said the question the Committee 
had to consider now was whether any 
distinction could really be drawn in 
regard to this matter between the urban 
districts and the districts which were not 
technically urban. He maintained that 
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there was no logical distinction whatever 
between the two. The only reason which 
the hon. Gentleman had given as to why 
similar arrangements should not be pro- 
vided for the rural districts as were 
provided by this clause for the urban dis- 
tricts of 5,000 inhabitants was the rustic 
stupidity of the children. Perhaps he had 
by accident, both politically and in other 
capacities, had a closer acquaintance with 
the parents of children in the rural districts 
than had the hon. Gentleman, and he 
held that they were as qualified to take 
a deep interest in the religious edu- 
cation of the children as the parents of 
the children to whom this clause would 
apply, and to form an opinion as to what 
that religious instruction should be. He 
did not altogether agree with the hon. 
Member for Kingston in regard to the 


distinction between the  single-school 
districts and other districts, but as 
that question did not arise on the 


present Amendment he would not pursue 
the subject. In the division which 
he had the honour to represent there 
were very few Roman Catholics. They 
were a very Protestant people ; but there 
was one small Roman Catholic community 
in the division which maintained a school 
in a rural district, and he had no doubt 
that that school was as efficient as the 
other schools in that part of the country. 
What logical reason was there for making 
a distinction between that elementary 
school and an elementary school in an 
urban district with 5,000 population, and 
why should not both receive the same 
treatment? He submitted that the 
Amendment ought to receive more serious 
consideration from the Government. 


*Mr. STARKEY (Nottinghamshire, 
Newark) said that as the representative 
of an agricultural constituency he wished 
to point out how very hard the rural 
districts of England would be hit by this 
particular clause. The only hope of the 
rural schools being able to continue to 
give religious education as at present was 
by having the assistance of the rates. If 
the four-fifths provision would satisfy the 
people and appease all dissensions in 
regard to the religious difficulty in 
urban districts, why should not the same 
principle be extended to rural districts ! 
{f the country schools did not come 
within the four-fifths provision how were 
they to provide teachers for the chil- 
dren? It was quite true that on two 
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days of the week the children were to 
be given religious instruction, but who | 
was to give it 7 Their own teachers were 
forbidden to give it. The Government | 
had given the country to 
stand that they were anxious to get 
the people back to the land, but was it 
likely that they would get the people 
back to the land if they were made to 
suffer the disadvantages to which he had 
referred ? Anyone who had had the 
benefit of having his children brought up 


in the faith he believed in would remain in | 
the urbanareas, and refuse to go back tothe | 
The Report of the Secre- | 


rural districts. 
tary to the Education Committee of the 
Nottingham County Council said that the 
number of children in average attendance 


in the council schools in the rural districts | 


was 24,963, and in the urban areas 
16,888. The net cost per child in the 
urban areas was 12s, 9d., and in the rural 
10s. 7d. The total cost in the urban 
area was £16,865, and the rural area 
£13,527. The general rate raised per 
child in the urban school area was 
10s. 1¢d., and in the rural £1. There 
was this great difference in the rate 
between the council school area chiefly 
urban, and the voluntary school district 
chiefly rural. If this were perpetuated 
and it were only permissible to give 
religious instruction in the voluntary 
schools upon two days of the week at 
their own expense, it would not lessen 
the feeling of injustice that now existed 
or be in any way beneficial, In the rural 
areas their only hope of being able to give 
religious instruction to their children lay 
in their being included in the four-fifths 
division. 


Sir THOMAS ESMONDE (Wexford, 
N.) said that this clause raised a matter 
of very great importance. Catholics did 
not press so strongly the case of their 
schools in single school areas, because they 
recognised that in those areas a very 
ar le Nonconformist grievance 
existed ; but the number of their schools 
which would be injuriously affected by 
the clause as at present drawn was v ery 
large indeed. The hon. Member for 
West Islington 


well treated inasmuch as a compar: tively 
small percentage of Catholic children 
would be excluded by the clause as it 
now stood. 3 


Mr. Starkey, 
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under- | 


asked them to believe | 
that the Catholic schools had been very | 
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| Mr. LOUGH said that what he had 
| stated was that it would not exceed 9 per 
| cent. 
| 

Sir THOMAS ESMONDE said that 
at the present moment in the rural dis- 
tricts the Catholic community would 
under the Bill lose the grants for 188 
Catholic schools. In addition to the 188 
Catholic schools in rural districts which 
would be lost to the Catholics by this Bill 
in urban districts, under the 5,000 limit 
there were fifty-five which also would be 
lost to them. Then came the schools 
which would be affected by the 
four-fifths limit—a very serious thing 
for them—and their loss then would 
number 254. In all, therefore, they 
would lose 497 schools, to say nothing of 
the case of the remaining Catholie schools 
which would not continue to have the re- 
quisite four-fifths and would also be 
ruled out. It might be said that nearly 
half of the Catholic schools in the country 
would be lost to the Catholics by this Bill. 
'The schools might only contain a small 
‘number of pupils, but still, from the 
Catholic point of view, it was a very 
serious matter. They could not consent 
to have fifty per cent. of their schools 
swept away. If the Government would 
agree to eliminate those schools in the 
urban area their grievance would be very 
largely reduced, although it would not be 
taken away altogether. In view of the 
concession which they had made in not 
claiming relief in regard to their schools 
in single school areas, he thought the 
Committee might favourably consider any 
proposal which would lessen their loss. 


Lorp R. CECIL wished to know how 
many schools the Roman Catholics had in 
single school areas. 


Sm THOMAS ESMONDE said he 
could not give the figures exactly, hut it 
was a small number. It was perhaps ten 
or twelve schools, but although the con- 
cession they made might not be a large 
one, still it was as far as they could go to 
meet the Nonconformist case. If the 
Government persisted in carrying out 
their proposals they would certainly create 
in the minds of Catholics a feeling ot 
irritation, and they would not submit to 
this grievance. They did not grudge 
‘the Church of England anything whieh 
she could gain under the Bill, nor did 
they grudge any other denomination 
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anything which they could obtain, but 
their concern was with their own schools, 
and he hoped the Government would re- 
consider the undoubted grievance which 
they had. 


*Mr. TALBOT (Oxford University) 
said the hon. Member for North Wex- 
ford must be under some misapprehension 
as to the meaning of the hon. Member 
for West Islington when he spoke of the 
Church of England being a gainer by this 


Bill. Even the Parliamentary-Secretary 
with his fervid imagination could not 


have heen, he was sure, led into saying 
that. It was because of the deep feeling 
of the great majority of the people 
whom he represented, a large body 
of the clergy and laymen of the Chureh 
of England, that he thought it right to 
rise and express his view in regard to the 
proposals of the Government. Because 
the Government had dealt with the 
ditliculties which had arisen in regard to 
small minorities they claimed to have 
dealt with the whole question of religious 
education, but surely there was a large 
majority whose claims ought no less to be 
dealt with. What religious body was 
most affected by this Bill, and who were 
the people who would be most affected ? 
Surely it was the Church of England—that 
is, the clergy and laity of that Church. 
It was not only the clergy who objected 
tothe Bill; it was not even “the ecclesi- 
astically - minded laymen” who were 
concerned, and who felt this grievance, 
but the laity generally were aroused upon 
the subject. That was shown by the 
public meetings which had been held to 


protest against the Bill. Anybody who 
had attended those meetings or had 
heard of them, was bound to be 


struck by the fact that they were largely 
composed of laymen, and nobody who 


knew the signs of the times could 
deny that the minds of the clergy 
and the laity had been stirred to 


a depth to which he had never seen it 
stirred before. He had attended a large 
number of religious and _ political meet- 
ings, and he had never seen such 
depth of feeling evinced as had been 
aroused by this Bill. Did the Govern- 
ment think it wise to outrage the con- 
science of what everybody must admit 


to be a great religious community, 
Which had done and was still doing 
great service to the country? Was 


it right that the interests of the Church 
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of England, who were principally con- 
cerned, should be neglected? If the 
Government minimised these facilities, 
and confined them to the urban areas, 
they were excluding from the benefits 
of the Bill a vast number of the schools 
in the rural districts which had done, 
and were still doing, great educa- 
tional service to the country. The hon. 
Baronet had spoken of the great sacri- 
fices which members of his communion 
had made for the purpose of maintaining 
their schools. They had made no greater 
sacrifices than the members of the Church 
of England had made assisted by their 
clergy, who out of slender pittances had 
founded and maintained Church schools. 
He respected the views of Roman 
Catholies to whom this clause was in the 
main a concession. Why should it stop 
short of recognising the sacrifices made 
by the clergy and laity of the Church of 
England ? “The answer which would be 
made was, he knew, the grievances of 
Nonconformists in rural parishes, but 
what was the good of substituting one 


grievance for another, and why to 
remedy the grievance of the Non- 
conformist should the Government. in- 
flict an injury upon the Church? The 
grievance of the Nonconformists was 
that they had no schools of their own 


in rural districts, and that they had 
to contribute to the maintenance of 
Church schools. As to the first grievance, 
it had always struck him as curious that 
in the Principality of Wales, which was 
a typical instance, while Nonconformists 
could build places of worship they 
never, or seldom at all events, built 
schools, but contentedly sent their chil- 
dren to Church of England _ schools. 
Now, at the beginning of the twentieth 
century, they had raised the  griev- 
ance of the Nonconformist conscience. 
Was it not time that Church of England 
people should say that they too had a 
conscience? He had, like the passive 
resisters, a grievance in that he had to con- 
tribute to a school board rate although he 
did not agree with the undenominational 
character of the teaching afforded under it. 
What would be the grievance upon his 
conscience hereafter when besides the 
London County Council Education Rate 
he had to contribute to the main- 
tenance of the schools that he had 
supported for so many years, in which 
a form of religious instruction was here- 
after to be given of which he did 
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not approve ! 
that was a mean and paltry way of look- 
ing at it, but his conscience disapproved 
of it and rebelled against it, and was not 
his conscience as well worthy to be con- 


sidered as the conscience of any Noncon- | 


formist? It was that of which he 


complained—that there was no remedying | 


of a grievance, but the substitution of a 
new grievance for an old, and putting a 
new grievance on the consciences of what 
he ventured to believe was the majority 
of this country. He could not say they 
were the majority, because whenever they 
asked for a religious census they were 
refused, and it might be that the Noncon- 
formists were the majority as they stated. 
He hoped he had said enough on this 
subject to show that he felt very strongly 
upon it. He had tried to express him- 
self in a moderate manner, but he warned 
the right hon. Gentleman that unless the 
Government made some concession and 
did not rest content with only remedying 
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should be completely met, and reduced 
in regard to those schools which lay 
between the single school areas and 
the 5,000 suburban areas. He wanted 
to know what was to become of those 
schools which were excluded. He did 
not want to repeat the arguments, but he 


desired to represent to the right hon. 


| 


Gentleman that they were in an entirely 
different position from the Church schools, 
The Church schools could take advantage 
of Clause 3, but these schools would not. 
What, then, was to become of them? The 
right hon. Gentleman must surely have 
come to some conclusion as to what the 
treatment was to be with regard to dis- 
position of these schools. The figures 
read to the Committee were fallacious, 
because they were told that 77 per 


cent. of these schools would be admitted, 
| and that 91 per cent. of the Catholic chil- 


the wrong of one religious minority, so far | 


from settling this great educational ques- 
tion they would raise, in the most peaceable 
and least agitative parts of the country, 


the ordinary quiet country clergy and | 


laity of the Church of England, and leave 
in the breasts of such people a feeling of 
irritation and resentment that it would 
take years to allay. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND thought it 
was to be regretted that this important 
matter was being discussed in so thin 
a House. Clause 4 was put into the Bill 
to meet the Catholic case, but the 
figures they had went to show that 
under its provisions —with regard to the 
5,000 population area and the four-fifths 
—one half of the Catholic schools would 
be excluded altogether. He did not know 
whether those figures had been brought 
forcibly before the right hon. Gentleman 
as yet. He had not heard him refer to 
or deal with them, and he asked him to 
make some statement with reference to 
them now. It was not possible that the 
right hon. Gentleman could be satisfied 
with the state of things in which the 
clause now stood, in so far as it only 
applied to one-half of the Roman Catholic 
schools. If the 5,000 population area was 
taken alone, 246 Roman Catholic schools 
out of 1,012 were excluded. There were 
not many of these single school areas, and 
so far as he was concerned he was very 
anxious that the Nonconformist grievance 

Mr. Talbot. 


dren attending school in England would be 
admitted. 


Mr. LOUGH : 


ment is concerned. 


So far as this Amend- 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND said that 
that was the point: it did not put the 
whole case before the Committee, be- 
cause under the operation of the clause, 
taking all the limitations together, far 
more than nine per cent. would be 
excluded. He wanted to know what was 
to become of these schools, and he rose 
simply to point out the vital importance 
of this matter and to say that notwith- 
standing the way in which their hopes 
had been dashed by the decisions of the 
Committee and of the Government, he 
was convinced that the right hon, Gentle- 
man had something to say with reference to 
these schools. He hoped he would say it 
now. 


Mr. YOXALL (Nottingham, W.) said 
he hoped the Government would not be 
in too conceding a frame of mind. 
After all, for what purpose did the 
schools exist ? They existed for five days 
a week and for five hours a day for the 


_purpose of fitting the children in them 


for this life and enabling them to make a 
living. It had been assumed too often 
in these debates that if the children in 
these schools did not, from the age of five 
to the age of twelve or thirteen, get de- 
nominational instruction, they never did 
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get it. That was not true, but the con- | 


verse of that was practically true. 
they did not get during that period a 
satisfactory elementar y education in 
general knowledge to fit them for this 
life and enable them to get a living, they 
never did get it. The other purpose of 
these schools, was that of denominational 
instruction, and that could be and was 
given out of school hours in churches and 
chapels, and could be and was continued 
after the child’s school life. He pleaded 
that nothing should be done that would 
lessen the efficiency of the schools in 
these areas, and lessen the efficiency and 
the teaching in them for five hours a day 
on the five days of the week. The pro- 
posal before the Committee would tend to 
multiply the number of small schools in 
the country, and where they got small 
schools the tendency was to decrease the 
eficiency, and therefore anything that 
tended to multiply the number of small 
schools and keep down the number of 
the larger schools tended to defeat the 
specific purpose of those schools for five 
hours a day on five days of the week. 
He asked the right hon. Gentleman not 
to be in too conceding a mood in his 
great desire to conciliate opposition 
on an important, but not the most im- 


portant, part of the Bill, which was 
to fit the children for this _ life. 
Another reason way the Amendment 


should not be accepted was that it would 
extend the area of the possible applica- 
tion of that very vicious and retrograde 
peinciple of allowing schools to contract 
taemselves out of the Bill and out of the 
alyantage of local control and supervision. 
He | “did not think the contracting-out 
proposal pleased anybody, and it was bad 
elucationally. He opposed the Amend- 
ment, and supported ,the ‘clause as it 
stood, 


Mr. MIDDLEMORE (Birmingham, N.) 
said he had an Amendment on the Paper 
to the same effect as the one under 
discussion. 
Nottingham, had defined the real abyss 
which separated him from some of them. 


The hon. Gentleman thought that getting | 
on in life was the thing for which schools | 


were established. Churchmen did not 
believe tit, and they rejected it. It 
was therefore impossible for the hon. 
Gentleman and them to get 
touch on this question. The clause 
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The hon. Member for West | 
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denied the rights of conscience to 
country areas. Yet the right and duty 
of worshipping God was the same in the 
/country as in the town. The duties of 
parents to children were the same in Stoke 
Poges as in London or Birmingham. It 
would be just as reasonable to have a 
local limitation to the study of Shake- 
speare or Milton. A certain measure of 
freedom was given to some districts 
because they were big; in other districts 
freedom was curtailed because they were 
little. There was no principle whatever 
in this strange, almost insane, distinction. 
Again and again it had been said, chiefly 
by hon. Gentlemen opposite, that the 
education question could not be properly 
discussed unless as a preliminary to 
discussion logic was thrown to the dogs. 
Here were thrown to the dogs not 
only logic but principle also, and there 
seemed to be nothing left but the 
paper on which the Bill was written, the 
bias, and, in some cases, the downright 
hatred of the Church against which the 
Bill was directed. The clause was an 
instance of the intolerance of the whole 
Bill, and an illustration of the words 
‘“* New Presbyter is old Priest large writ.” 
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Mr. NUSSEY (Pontefract) expressed 
the opinion that the question asked by the 
hon. and learned Member for Waterford 
as to what was to become of the 246 rural 
Catholic schools which would be excluded 
from the operation of Clause 4 ought to 
receive an answer. The Government 
had admitted that those schools had 
a right to exceptional treatment, 
and yet by the adoption of an 
arbitrary limit which could not be 
defended they would be excluded from 
the consideration extended to more 
fortunate schools in urban districts, and 
there would be a perpetuation of the 


condition of passive resistance on the 
part of a different section of the 
community. The real grievance which 


the Bill ought to remedy was the case of 
the single school area. The Nonconform- 
‘ists had a distinct grievance under the 
Act of 1902, and as long as they got 
| clear of that he did not see why Catholic 
schools which complied with the con- 
ditions and safeguards embodied in the 
| clause should not receive the benefit of 
these ,extended facilities whether they 
| were situated in urban or in rural areas. 








863 Education (England 


*CoLoneL WILLIAMS (Dorsetshire, W.) | 
said the speech to which the Committee 
had just listened appeared to assume 
that the Roman Catholic religion was the 
one which wanted protection in this 
country. He should like to ask what, 
was the special reason why the Roman | 
Catholic religion should be protected 
above other forms of Christianity, and 
why the same treatment should not be 
meted out to all sects. The hon. Member 
for West Nottingham had spoken as if 
education were purely secular, and that 
nothing was education unless it were 
secular. He would appeal to hon. Gentle- 
men opposite who differed from him as to 
the form of religious education, whether 
education was complete without religion. 
Unless education included religion it 
would prove a mere snowman, which 
would melt away under the heat of the 
turmoil of daily life and the pressure of 
competition. He was challenged the 
other day as to whether Cowper-Temple 
teaching was not a very good foundation 
for the teaching of religion. It was a 
foundation of a sort, but it was the 
loose bricks without the mortar to hold 
them together. He would much rather a 
child” of his wes brought up in a 
Roman Catholic school than in an un- 
denominational school. The child would 
at least have a better chance of becoming 
a good citizen. No doubt some hon. 


Members would claim that secularism was | 


religion, but where did morality come 
from. 


THe DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order, 
order. The hon. Member is making a 
Second Reading speech. 


*CoLtonEL WILLIAMS asked why the 
children in the country should be debarred 
from’ having what the children in the 
towns might have. He knew an urban 
area with a population of 5,500, and the 
schools in that area could exercise this 
option, but in a school 200 yards outside 
that area they could not have the same 
teaching: why should they not have 
it? If these facilities were granted in 
urban areas why should they not be 
granted in rural areas? If it was right 
for one area, surely it was right for the 
other. If hon. Members thought they 
were giving freedom or justice, or show- 
ing tolerance by refusing to the children 
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in the country what they had given to. 
the children in the towns, they were 
very much mistaken, and the people 
in the country would show very forcibly 
when they got the opportunity that they 
were in favour of real freedom and not a 
sham tolerance. 


Mr. STUART (Sunderland) found a 
difficulty in reconciling the statements, 
on the one hand, that 267 Roman Catho- 
lic schools would be excluded under the 
Bill as it stood, and, on the other hand, 
that 9 per cent. of the children would be 
excluded. He would himself have been 
content to have seen different treatment 
shown to Roman Catholic schools, and 
would have liked to have seen the line 
drawn to include a larger number of them. 
He did not see any reason for stopping 
at urban areas more than any other. 


Mr. LOUGH said the figures were 
correct, and the explanation was that the 
schools were small. With regard to what 
the hon. Member for Sunderland had 
suggested he was quite sure that the 
Committee would not agree to give more 
facilities to Roman Catholics than to 
other denominations, and he did not think 
the House would have looked at the Bill 
had it been drawn on those lines. He 
appealed to the Committee to come toa 
decision upon this Amendinent. 


*Mr. CLAVELL SALTER (Hampshire, 
Basingstoke) agreed that this was an 
Amendment second only in importance 
to that with which the Committee recently 
dealt. They had been engaged for the 
greater part of two days in a debate 
upon the merits of denominational teach- 
ing, and this was an Amendment to 
decide whether or not those rights and 
privileges were to be extended to all the 
country areas. He deplored the manner 
in which the debate was being conducted, 
and could not believe that the Govern- 
ment would leave the question with no 
better defence than the Committee had 
heard. There was a strong suspicion 
that this matter was being “ gerryman- 
dered” by the Government and Noncon- 
formists to give as large a bribe as they 
could to Roman Catholics and as little 
1elief as possible to Church of England 
schools. If the Government did not 
desire that impression to get abroad 
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they would have to make some better 
defence of this exclusion than had 
yet been attempted. This wasan Amend- 
ment which threw the onus of proof 
upon the Government. It was not 
for the Opposition to show cause 
why a right or privilege should be 
extended to the whole country; it was 
for the Government to show cause why 
it should be restricted to urban areas. 


He submitted that any man who had, 


resolved to support Clause 4 ought to 
support this Amendment. What was the 
principle upon which the Government 
had acted in introducing Clause 4? It 
was the principle that where they could 
get it without loss of educational efficiency 
or risk of religious difficulty, denomi- 
national education was a right and 
a good thing. If that was not 
the principle, the Government had no 
right to introduce Clause 4. The onus 
was upon the Government to show why 
the right to denominational teaching 
should not be extended to all. The first 
reason given by the Secretary to the 
Board of Education for restricting this 
right to the towns was that the people in 
the country were so illiterate and so 
stupid that they could not grapple with 
the intricacies of the ballot. If that was 
so, why had they the Parliamentary 
and the municipal franchise? If he 
had not heard those words spoken, 
he would not have believed that any 
Minister of the Crown would stand up and 
address such an argument to the House 
of Commons. The next ground upon 
which the Committee were asked to 
agree to this restriction was that there 
might not be available accommodation 
elsewhere. That begged the whole ques- 
tion, for unless there was available accom- 
modation elsewhere Clause 4 did not 
apply at all. In asking the Committee to 
adopt this proposal the Government 
practically said, “ Where you get the 
necessary majority, where you have 
available school accommodation for the 
minority, and where all the conditions 
are complied with, then if you live in a 
town you shall have certain privileges, 
but if you live in the country you shall 
not.” It was for the Government to 
defend such a position as that. The 
third ground'given by the hon. Gentleman 
in support of the restriction was that 
country schools were smaller than urban 
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schools. He did not see anything in that 
argument. If four-fifths of the people 
in a town were to have a right, he did not 
see why the same proportion of their 
brethren in the country should not 
have the same right. Another reason 
stated was that the privileges under 
Clause 3 would do very nicely for the 
Church of England. It was true that 
if they could not get Clause 4 amended 
they would have to be content with 
Clause 3. But in the urban districts, 
both Clauses 3 and 4 were to apply, and 
he wished to know upon what ground a 
distinction was to be made in regard to 
Clause 4 in the country districts. If 
Clause 3 would do, why did the Govern- 
ment introduce Clause 4 for the towns? 
The view of Church people was that this 
was an illogical and indefensible dis- 
tinction which no man could justify to 
his conscience, and that it had been 
introduced because it was desired to buy 
off the formidable opposition of the 
Roman Catholic Church. It was common 
knowledge that the Roman Catholic 
schools were situated to a large extent 
in urban areas. The intention of this 
distinction could be gathered by the 
effect which it would produce. By 
Clause 4 about 75 per cent. of the Roman 
Catholic schools would be saved, while 
only about 25 per cent. of the Church 
schools would be saved. This was strik- 
ing people in the country as a flagrant 
injustice. It would be a piece of cynicism 
if the Government allowed this matter 
to go to a division without a more ade- 
quate attempt to find some real defence 
for a distinction so palpably unfair, so 
grossly unjust, and so prima facie in- 
defensible. The distinction which was 
drawn between the urban and the rural 
districts would be one of the most power- 
ful factors in bringing about the inevitable 
destruction of the Bill. 


*Mr. R. PEARCE (Staffordshire, Leek) 
said he desired to call attention to two 
Catholic schools in his constituency. 
They were in the villages of Tean 
and Dilhorne which were Catholic 
villages from before the Reformation in 
England. Seeing that they were in 
tural areas he was anxious to know 
what was going to become of them. 
He was aware that in establishing a 


‘ great system it was inevitable that here 
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and there hardships should be created. 
He would not in the least think of op- 
posing the Government, but if some- 
thing could be done in reference to such 
schools as these he would be glad. 


*Mr. BRIDGEMAN (Shropshire, Os- 
westry) said that Clause 4 would abso- 
lutely wreck the Church schools in the 
rural districts. Some hon. Members had 
said that Clause 3 gave the Church schools 
more than they could have expected to 
receive. Ee maintained that Clause 3 
gave nothing to these schools. It said 
that if the local authority condescended 
to make an agreement with them the 
owners of a school could arrange on two 
days of the week for denominational 
teaching out of school hours’ by 
teachers other than those of the school. 
That they could have without the clause 
at all, and there was absolutely nothing 
done for rural Church 
Clause 3. Therefore he said that under 
this clause the Government were doing a 
monstrous and gross injustice. Some 
hon. Members had raised doubts upon 
the question as to whether the Church 
was strongly opposed to the Bill. All 
he could say was that in the division 
which he had the honour represent, 
they were violently opposed to it. It 


was not because they did not recognise 


that there was still a Nonconformist 


grievance in country districts that they | 


were not prepared to welcome this Bill. 


THe DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN said the 
hon. Member must not discuss the Bill, 
but must confine his observations to the 
Amendment. 


*Mr. BRIDGEMAN said that with all 
respect he thought he was discussing the 
effect of this Bill upon rural schools. 


Tue DEPUTY CHAIRMAN said that 
when he interrupted, the hon. Gentleman 
was pointing out the objection of the 
Church of England to the Bill itself, 
whereas he should confine his observations 
to the Amendment which had been pro- 
posed to this particular clause. 


*Mr. BRIDGEMAN said he was sup- 
porting the Amendment on behalf of the 
Church of England, and he supported it 
because although members of that Church 


Mr, R. Pearces 
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felt there was a grievance on the part of 


Nonconformists which might be redressed, 
it was not being redressed by this or 
any other clause of the Eill. Moreover, 
there was being imposed upon Churchmen 
by this clause a grievance which was 
much greater than was generally supe 
posed. Several speakers had referred to 
this matter as if the only question of 
importance was that which had reference 
to Roman Catholic schools. A Minis- 
terialist had suggested that the line 
should be drawn in some other way 
so as to include more Roman Catholic 
schools, and it was said that the Romar 
Catholics had a right to say that they 
objected to Cowper-Temple teaching, but 
that members of the Church of England 
had not. The hon. Member for Waterfor. 
had said that he looked upon Cowper- 
Temple teaching as the religion of Pro- 
testantism, but speaking from the Church 
of England point of view he might say 
that he regarded it as the religion of Non- 
conformity. He objected to it as in- 
sufficient religious education for his 
' children. Moreover, there were different 
kinds of Cowper-Temple teaching, and 
he did not gather that under this Bill the 
best kind would be insisted upon. In 
some cases it meant no religion at all. 
It meant the simple reading of the Bible, 
without note or comment. He did not 
call that sufficient, and the only good 
that could be obtained from Cowper- 
,Templeism must be obtained when the 
teacher believed the instruction he was 
affording and taught it with conviction. 
| But such a system would not satisfy 
| Dr. Clifford, who said that the teaching 
| should consist merely of the ethical, his- 
| torical, and literary study of the Bible asa 
'book of history. As a member of the 
| Church of England he said that members 
_of that Church had just as much right to 
| say that they objected to a religion which 
was forced down their throats, as the 
| Roman Catholics had. If anyone 
| doubted that this religion which was going 
| to be forced upon rural schools was the 
religion of Nonconformity he should like 
to allude to the words which were used 
by the right hon. Gentleman the President 
of the Board of Education earlier in the 
debate. The right hon. Gentleman said 
that those who knew the struggle the 
Nonconformists had had to go through 
for the maintenance of Nonconformity 
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would not wonder that they tejclee? | departsiente-—not schools —in which 
at the opportunity which was being | there was only one teacher and so, perhaps, 
offered to them to acquire in their village | in one-fifteenth of the cases there might 
the freedom which they sought, and at|be some difficulty in arranging the 
the joy and pride which they felt in the | classes in regard to denominational or 
fact that it might be their own. If the| undenominational education, but in 
religion which was to be taught was to | fourteen-fifteenths there would be no 
be their own, he thought he was justified | difficulty at all. Therefore, they were 
in saying that the religion which was to | entitled to some explanation from the 
be taught would satisfy Nonconformists. | Government. If the right hon. Gentle- 
He did not in the least complain that} man had said that this principle was 
they should have that religion or that|to be applied to single-school areas 
they should have anything else, but what | there would be some argument in it, but 
he did complain of was that they should | the Government had not said that. In 
dictate to him as to the religion which | each of two parishes in which he was 
he should impart to his children. He | interested there were two schools an‘ it 
thought he had as much right to lay down | would be possible to make arrangements 
what religion should be given to his | | which would suit everybody, and he 
children as the Nonconformist had to could not understand why this arbitrary 
say what kind of instruction should be | distinction should be made and why 
imparted to his. He quite believed | | people in rural districts should not have 
that the grievance in the rural districts | | the same chance of doing that which 
had been a real one, and that in some | they did in urban districts. The whole 
parishes the Nonconformist felt that | | proposal was absurdly illogical and im- 
owing to the idiosyncrasies of some of the | possible, and he asked the Government 
clergy the children were being taught | to extract themselves from the entangled 
that of which they did not approve. | position in which they now stood and | put 
The parents did not want in those cases themselves in a position which they 
to withdraw their children from religious | could defend as one of principle and in 
teaching altogether, but they considered | which they could not be assailed from 
that: the clergyman taught them religion | every side as they were at present. 
in a way which was objectionable. No | 
reasonable person could object to the} Ture SOLICITOR-GENERAL (Sir W. 
children having, instead of objectionable | Ronson, South Shields) appealed to the 
religious teaching, Cowper-Templeism, | Committee to pass on to other subjects 
but this Bill did not propose that. It | lconnected with th clause, and pointed 
proposed to sweep away the Church | out that in view of the fact that the 
curriculum and to force upon chil- | debate would be compulsorily determined 
dren religious -instruction of which | at a given moment it was not desirable 
the parents might in ninety-nine | that Members should take up too much 
cases’ out of 100 disapprove. He | time in discussing one question. Nor was it 
hoped the Government would show | desirable that members of the Government 
them some logical reason why it was right | should occupy too much of the time which 
and just that the Roman Catholics should | primarily belonged to the Opposition, and 
have their consciences considered, and | after all he could only say what had been 
they of the Church of England should | said before in reply to the contentions of 
not. Why should the parents in urban | hon. Members on the Opposition side of 
schools moreover be given the right to|the House. But he did want to make 
have their consciences considered, while | some observations in reply to the speech 
the same right was denied to the parents | to which they had just listened, and two or 
in rural districts. This question could | three previous speeches. ‘The hon. Mem- 
be very easily solved in rural districts by | ber for the Oswe:try Division had said that 
giving fair play all round. That would | this clause absolutely wrecked Church of 
meet the wishes of Church people as | England schools in rural districts, and the 
well as Nonconformists. There were | hon. Member who preceded him spoke of 
very few. schools in which there | the Bill as saving only 25 per cent. of the 
was only one teacher. As a matter of | Church schools as against 75 per cent. of 


fact he believed there were only 2,000 the Roman Catholic schools. Now he 
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did ask hon. Members, not with any 
expectation that it would have any effect, 
whether in saying this they were just to 
the’ Bill or even just to their own case. 
Was it right to talk of Church of England 
schools as being wrecked or lost in view of 


the special facilities for religious education | 
Members of the | 
Church of England were not entitled to. 


provided by Clause 3 ? 


speak of these special facilities in the same 
way as members of the Roman Catholic 
Church. [Opposition cries of ‘“ Why 
not ?’’] Because, in the Church of Rome, 
the Church was the supreme authority in 
interpreting the Bible, a view which was 
directly contrary to the doctrine of the 
Church of England. There was therefore 
that distinction between members of the 
Church of England and members of the 
Roman Catholic Church. The Roman 
Catholic Church had laid it down for all 
time that their authority was supreme 
in interpreting the Bible, whereas the 
Church of England had also laid it down 
for all time that the Bible was to be the 
sole and supreme test in deciding matters 
of doctrine. If he discussed these matters 
it was only in answer to the challenge of 
hon. Members opposite, and his contention 
was that they were not entitled as Church- 
men to say that their schools would be 
lost and wrecked, because the religious 
elucation in the schools would continue 
to be given as amply and sufficiently as it 
had been given in the past. Such 


religious education as had been given | 


would be continued and maintained, 
even more fully than ever, at the public 
cost. The Church of England would 
continue their schools at the public cost, 
and ‘$would continue to give precisely 
the’same education as had been given 
before, and yet hon. Members used such 
extravagant language about their schools 
being wrecked. 


i 

*Str WILLIAM ANSON (Oxforl Uni- 
versity) said they had reached a most 
interesting development of the argument 
in ‘support of the Bill. They had always 
regarded Clause 4 as giving a modicum 
of religious freedom to all denominations 
equally considered, but the discussion 
had thrown light upon the subject and 
had shown that advantages were to be 
secured by particular denominations 


while others were not so favoured. They | 


had -a different explanation given of 
Sir IW. Robson. 
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/on the Second Reading. The Chancellor 
| of the Exchequer had said that the clause 
| was put in with a special view of meeting 
| the Roman Catholics. That meant that 
_ the clause was put in not with the idea 
of preserving religious liberty but in order 
to secure the Irish vote. The Minister 
for Education, however, in winding up 
the debate, said the clause was intended 
to be a charter of educational freedom 
to the village. Therefore, according to 
the President of the Board of Education, 
the clause was intended not so much to 
let the Roman Catholics in as to keep the 
Church of England out. Now they were 
informed by the Solicitor-General that 
the proposals of the Bill were based in 
some way not explained on the decrees 
of the Council of Trent. 


Sir W. ROBSON denied that the right 
hon. Gentleman correctly interpreted his 
words. He had simply asked why Pro- 
testants should object to Bible teaching. 


*Stir WILLIAM ANSON was glad to 
ascertain that the learned Solicitor- 
General did not see any close connection 
between the Council of Trent and the 
5,000 limit of population, but he had 
gathered that from his words. What 
was the distinction to be drawn in 
this matter? Was it population? If 
so he ventured to say it was a defective 
basis if the statistics of the various 
parishes or urban districts were examined. 
He knew of one single rural parish with 
a population of 11,000, and in_ this 
parish there were three council schools 
and one voluntary school. There could 
be no reason why that voluntary school 
should be excluded from the privileges 
of Clause 4 was the distinction based 
on provision of council school accom- 
modation. If so,it was equally fallacious, 
for there were large towns in which all 
the schools were voluntary schools, and 
these would be excluded from the clause. 
The distinction which it was sought to 
draw was absolutely meaninglessand could 
only be based upon some political con- 
sideration, which had nothing to do with 
religious education, or with anything to 
which one could attach any reasonable 
motive unless it was a political motive 
such as appeared to be suggested by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the 
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President of the Board of Education. 
Many rural parishes had two schools, 
and there was no difficulty in providing 
accommodation for the denominations ; 
and he submitted that where facilities 
were wanted, and could be granted with- 
out injustice or inconvenience, they should | 
be granted. He knew a case of a school 
in a rural parish established for the in- 
struction of the poor in the principles of 
the Church, of England, and for no other 
purpose. There was not, he understood, 
in the parish, one dissenter from the 
Church of England; the fathers and 
mothers of the children in the school, it 
was reported, earnestly desired that their 
children should continue to be taught the 
religion they themselves professed by the 
master and mistress of the school, to whom 
thev were attached, and the ratepayers, it 
was stated, were of the same opinion. 
Nevertheless, his correspondent, a 
gentleman who held a very high official 


as 


{26 JuNE 1906} 





position and who was incapable of ex- 
pressing anything but a sound opinion 
upon the education question, who {drew his 
attention to these facts pointed out, the 
schoolmaster must resign his office or 
give the children no more of that instruc- 
tion which they had been accustomed to 
receive. He thought many other cases 
might be found of a similar character. 
His correspondent informed him that he 
and others had satisfied themselves as to 
the facts of this case. 


f 
t 


What is the | 
ter! 
bee 

*Str WILLIAM ANSON said he really 
could not give them, but he did not see 
what numerical considerations had to do 
with the matter. 





An HON, MEMBER: 


number of the inhabitants ¢ 


An HON. MEMBER: Will the hon. 


Baronet give the name ¢ 


*Sir WILLIAM ANSON said he was 
perfectly prepared to hand the letter he 
had received to the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary. 


An HON. MEMBER wished to know 
whether these parishioners were tenants 
of the hon. Baronet’s correspondent. 











*Str WILLIAM ANSON said he thought 
he might answer that with a most decided 
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negative. What were those interested to 
do in such a case? Were they to take 
refuge in the cold comfort of Clause 3 ? 
What did Clause 5 give them ? They lost 
the teacher; they might have their 
religious teaching out of school hours, 
Religious teaching out of school hours was 
really no concession at all, because the 
children might be summoned by anybody 
at any time out of school hours to receive 
any form of religious teaching which they 
were willing to receive. What was 
desired, however, was religious instruction 
by the teacher te whom they were accus- 
tomed. Ina town no doubt it might be 
possible to replace the teacher, but it was 
not so easy inthe country. He would like 
to ask what would be the effect of this 
change inthe rural areas. Hon. Members 
opposite were anxious to bring the people 
back to the land. What were they doing 
to encourage that idea ? What were they 
doing with regard to the intellectual life 
of the village ?- Was not that to be found in 
the parson and the teacher? They were 
turning the parson out of the school up to 
the moment that they turned the teacher 
out of the school in order that someone 
else should give religious instruction. He 
ventured to think they would find hence- 
forth greater trouble in getting good 
teachers for the schools than they did 
at present. The tendency of the good 
teachers to go to the towns would be 
more markedly developed when the 
clergyman of the parish was turned out 
of the schools and the common interest 
which both parson and teacher had taken 
in the welfare of the school was de- 
stroved: he feared that the teaching 
would suffer in consequence, not only the 
religious teaching, but the teaching all- 
round. These facilities, if they meant 
anything, meant a great deal, and the 
people who asked for them regarded 
them as an important factor in educa- 
tion, in the religious as well as the 
intellectual life of their children. The 
interest of the parent in the religious life 
of his child did not depend on the fact 
that he lived in a rural or an urban 
area or on the fact that he was one of a 
population of 5,000 or that he was one 
of the four-fifths majority. There was no 
religious difficulty in the schools. The only 
religious difficulty that he had heard ot 
recently was the case of a Nonconformist 
child, the only one in the school, whose 
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father complained that he was not taken 
to church with the rest of the children 
on Ascension Day. Hon. Gentlemen op- 
posite were not in the least aware of 
the feeling they were creating in the 
rural areas by this Bill. He had had 
frequent communications, not from large 
urban centres, but from small rural 
areas all over the country which forced 
upon him the conviction that there was a 
deep-seated indignation at the wanton 
change the right hon. Gentleman’s Bill 
would bring about in the educational 
condition of the parishes. He thought 
before long the Government would 
realise that their policy was not 
merely resented by Churchmen in great 
urban centres; that it was not merely 
a question for great political meetings, 
but that it had caused a widespread and 
deep-seated animosity in every quarter 
throughout the land. 


*Mr. JOSEPH WALTON (Yorkshire, 
W.R., Barnsley) said the Amendment 
before the Committee was intended to 
secure that in the voluntarily transferred 
schools there should be the same right 
to religious instruction as was to be given 
under the four-fifths provision. But 
the hon. Gentleman the Member for 
Oxford University had made no reference 
in his speech to the great grievance of the 
Nonconformists, namely, that in 8,000 
parishes throughout the country there 
was only one elementary day school, 
and that a church school; that into 
that school the children of the Non- 
conformists were compelled by law to go 
for their education, and that they had 
had hitherto only the safeguard of the 
conscience clause which was practically 
no safeguard at all. That was a very 
great grievance to the Nonconformists, 
and they were determined that in these 
8,000 schools, carried on entirely at the 
public expense, there should not be 
longer continued instruction in the 
religious doctrines cf one Church only. 
That involved a gross violation of the 
principles of religious liberty and equality 
of the Nonconformists of this country. 
The question of religious equality was 
thus forced upon them by this Amend- 
ment. There could be no question that 
in the areas to which these schools be- 
longed, the giving to the children definite 
Church of England religious training 


Sir William Anson. 
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only on two days a week meant that 
the Nonconformists suffered an injustice 
if they did not under this clause claim 
in these schools to be put on an 
equality with the Church, and to give their 
children also definite religious teaching, It 
was true that in some of the populous 
rural districts some Members of the 
House might desire a change. There was 
a great deal to be said in favour of the 
four-fifths provision in populous rural 
districts where there was a, good choice 
of schools. He had such an area in the 
division he represented, and it was only 
right that he should claim for that district 
the same facilities as were given to the 
urban districts. But in that district 
there were five schools, two county, two 
church, and one Roman Catholic school, 
Personally he would desire that these 
schools should be treated in the same 
way as similar schools in urban districts. 
But there was a very great gulf between 
such school districts and the 8,000 single 
school areas. 


Mr. LAURENCE HARDY (Kent, 
Ashford) thought the hon. Member for 
Barnsley had gone a little wide of the 
argument. It was desirable that they 
should have figures, and the hon. 
Gentleman had mentioned 8,000, but 
he did not think he would find that 
number in any Parliamentary Retur. 
He must also remind the hon. Gentleman 
that with reference to Clause 3, when the 
noble Lord beside him endeavoured to 
give to every Nonconformist denomina- 
tion the privilege of having their doctrines 
taught in the single school districts, the 
Liberal Party voted down the Amend- 
ment to prevent the very facilities for 
which the hon. Gentleman was pleading 
so arduously just now. No argument 
had yet been adduced to show why an 
urban area with a population of 5,000 
should be adopted as a standard of 
conscience with reference to the religious 
tenets of the children. No feature in 
this Bill was more resented than this 
one. The hon. Member for Barnsley 
had repeated that this was a question 
of a great grievance in connection with 
single school districts. It was nothing 
of the sort. It did not apply to single 
school districts at all. The argument 
of those on the Opposition side was that 
the test should not be that of population, 
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but that it should depend on a reasonable 
demand for facilities. The arbitrary 
distinction of population could not 
possibly be allowed to stand. He hoped 
that when the question was put they 
might at all events have the last word 
reserved s) that they would be able to 
insert “‘ urban or rural,” for if they were 
not allowed to go below 5,090 it should 
include the rural areas with a population 
of 5,000 and over. He was sure the wit 
of man, and he was quite sure the wit 
of the Government, could not devise any 
reason why a population of 5,000 in a 
rural area should be in any sense different 
from a population of the same size in an 
urban area. He hoped, therefore, the 
Government would reconsider this point. 


Mr. T. P. O'CONNOR (Liverpool, 
Scotland) svid the hon. Member for 
Barnsley had laid stress upon the fact that 
Nonconformists felt it to be a strong 
grievance that in 8,000 parishes there 
was only a single school for the 
district. So far as the Roman Catholics 
were concerned they had not a word 
to say in favour of one school 
with one religious atmosphere for the 
children of different denominations, and 
they were willing to support any proposal 
which would safeguard the right of 
the Nonconformist child in a single school 
district. But that was not the poirt 
of the Amendment. It was an essential 
condition of getting additional facilities 
for the four-fifths school that there should 
be more than one school. Roman Catho 
lies would not raise any objection what- 
ever to its being made as clear as words 
could make it that, where there was a 
single school district, there could not 
and there should not be, any privilege 
enabling one denomination to have com- 
plete religious control of the school. They 
had been waiting for the answer of the 
Government to their case. The Catholics 
stated on the authority of the Govern- 
ment returns that under this provision 
240 of their schools would be excluded. 
They also contended that under the four- 
fifths limitation another 200 would be 
excluded, and this meant that about 50 
per cent. of the Catholic schoo's would 
be excluded from the national s stem of 
the country. 


Mr. BIRRELL dissented. 
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Mr. T. P. OCONNOR said the calcu- 


lation he had made was based upon the 
right hon. Gentleman’s own figures. The 
official Return put the number of schools 
which would be above the 5,000 limit 
at 77 per cent., therefore about 25 per 
cent. would be excluded. The answer 
given by the Secretary to the Board of 
Education was that although it was true 
that only 77 per cent. of the schools were 
insluded, the percentage of scholars in- 
cluded was 91 per cent. Now what was 
the reason for that disparity? The 
reason was that the schools in the small 
communities excluded by the 5,000 limit 
were small with a small number of 
scholars, whereas the schools in the 
urban districts were large. It was no 
answer to say that because the crildren 
were protected in the urban districts they 
should not be protected in the rural 
districts. They had just heard a remark- 
able speech from the hon. Member for the 
Leek Division of Staffordshire, who had 
pointed out that in his constituency there 
were two Catholic schools which had 
belonged to the Catholics since the 
Reformation. Up and down Lancashire 
there were little spots where they had 
maintained the Catholic Creed all through 
the Reformation down to the present day. 
Was it not too cruel that a little Catholic 
community having a Catholic school 
attended by Catholic children, in which 
the attendance was not four Catholics to 
one Protestant, should be deprived of 
facilities which the Minister for Education 
had declared openly that he desired to 
give, and this in a Catholic school which 
dated from pre-Reformation times ? The 
Minister for Education had said that he 
wanted Clause 4 to be a reality and 
not a fraud or delusion, and that the 
reason he opposed the mandatory Amend- 
ment was because he believed that 
the procedure he proposed would better 
carry out the objects desired. When 
they found that 25 per cent. of the 
Catholic schools were excluded by this 
limitation, what became of the right hon. 
Gentleman’s desire to make the clause a 
reality ¢? His information from the heads 
of the Catholic Church was that the four- 
fifths limitation would exclude 25 per cent. 
of their schools. If 25 per cent. of the 
Catholic schools were excluded by on: 
provision and 50 per cent. by another 
from the benefits of Clause 4, what was t're 
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good of the passionate hopes and desires 
of the right hon. Gentleman ? So far as 
they were concerned, any Amendment 
which would save the single school district 
they were ready to welcome and support. 


Mr. JOSEPH WALTON: There are 
already twenty-nine Amendments down 
to Sub-section (b). 


Mr. T. P. O'CONNOR said that he was 
in favour of any Amendment which 
would secure protection for the children 
in the rural districts. This was a real 
grievance of the Catholics, and he hoped 
the right hon. Gentleman would see that 
the benefits which he meant to give them 
under Clause 4 were not destroyed. 


Mr. BIRRELL said he had listened 


to the speech of the hon. Member for | 


the Scotland Division and of the 
hon. and learned Member for Water- 
ford with perfect sympathy. It was to 
him a matter of great personal regret 
that any school of the character described 
should be excluded from the four-fifths 
clause. Speaking generally, he could 
wish that all the Roman Catholic schools 


were in a position to come within the | 


limit of the clause. It was to him some 
satisfaction, at all events, to find that 
Clause 4, which had not been procured 
without difficulty, did not stand where 
it did without representing a good deal 
of difficulty, and he might even say of 
obstinacy and endurance. He was glad 
to think that this clause of theirs did 
secure very remarkable, though, he 
agreed, not entirely satisfactory, results. 


It had been already ment‘oned by his | 


hon. friend the Parliamentary Secretary 
that 819 Roman Catholic schools were 
in urban areas with a population of 
5,000 and over, representing 77°1 per 
cent. of the total number of Catholic 
schools and 91 per cent. of the children 
in attendance in Catholic schools. 
could not be said to be nothing. 


Mr. T, P. O'CONNOR: I did not say 
so. 


Mr. BIRRELL said it was an achieve- 
ment, although he wished for 
achievement. 


{COMMONS} 


That | 


a larger | 
At all events, it was not 
to be spoken of as if they had not ac- 
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| which hon. Gentlemen opposite had at 
| heart. He could not agree that a large 
number of the four-fifths schools within, 
these areas would be deprived of the 
| benefit of this clause because of the 
/attendance at them of Protestant chil- 
dren. Nothing had surprised him more 
| during his short tenure of office than to 
| know how many Protestant children 
were in the habit of attending Roman 
Catholic schools. He thought the hon. 
| Member for East Mayo gave one of the 
real reasons when he said it was due to 
the anxiety of parents to secure for 
| their children the kindly teaching they 
often received at the hands of nuns, 
|The hon. Member had also suggested that 
these good ladies had faculties for dealing 
| with froward and troublesome children 
| with more care and patience than the 
ordinary teacher was, perhaps, able to 
| bestow. He had made some inquiry 
into the reasons which prompted Pro- 
testant parents to send their children to 
' Roman Catholic schools, and he had not 
| discovered that any religious results 
|in the sense of inducing the children 
'to become members of the Roman 
Catholic Church followed, He was very 
much astonished the other day to see 
inscribed in Roman Catholic books of 
| devotion, signed by a Roman Catholic 
| Bishop as prizes for religious knowledge, 
/the names of children whom he knew 
Ito be Wesleyans and actually attending 
| Wesleyan churches and Sunday schools, 
| but who nevertheless went to Roman 
| Catholic schools and exhibited such 
success and skill in mastering Roman 
Catholic theology that the Bishop in- 
scribed their names in books of Roman 
‘Catholic devotion. That showed him 
'that a large number of children did go 
|to Roman Catholic schools without any 
invention of becoming converts, and for 
‘the sake of the training they received 
‘there. He imagined that those parents 
who sent their children deliberately to 
| Roman Catholic schools because they 
| were satisfied with them would certainly 
support those schools in their applica- 
‘tions for extended facilities under 
this clause. They would desire the 
i schools to go on as they had done in 
order that they might secure the teachers 
|in whom they had confidence, and he 
had no doubt whatever that, although 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





complished something for the object | in no sense Roman Catholics themselves, 


Mr. T. P. O'Connor. 
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they would, for the purpose of securing 
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the four-fifths facilities, vote with the | 


orthodox Roman Catholic. That was 


why he could not suppose for a moment | 


that it was true that only one-half of the 
Roman Catholic schools in the country 
would receive the benefit of the clause. 
That some would be excluded he had 
to admit would be the case, and all 
he could say was that the clause was an 
artificially constructed clause. Nobody 
could deny thit for a moment. It 
sought to secure the largest amount of 


benefit with the smallest amount of 
danger. It was asked why the difference 


was made between an urban and a rural 
area. It did represent a real and broad 
distinction, the distinction between the 
country atmosphere and the town at- 
mosphere, and the Government thought 
they had arrived at the best possible way 
of distinguishing between the two areas. 
If rural areas were included in the bene- 
fits of subsection (b), which made it 
necessary that there should be suitable 
public school accommodation close at 

hand, this would give rise to difficult 
questions. How far off was a country 
school to be? In the country districts 
a child was often expected to walk two 
or two and a half miles. The hardship 
of that clearly depended on the character 
of the country and the nature of the 
roads. He had a case to decide lately 
as to the continuance of a school in 
Bedfordshire, where, a village being angry 
at a proposal to stop their school, an 
appeal was made to him, and he had to 
take into consideration the character 
of the road along which the children 
would have to travel to another school. 
It was a high, exposed, bitter, bleak, 
clay road, which in the months of 
November and December was a terribly 
hard road for children to travel along. 
That was the sort of question arising 
all over the country when one was 
dealing with a rural area. Hard cases 
made bad law, according to the legal 
maxim. They had to mak? rules which 
might be called arbitrary or unreasonable, 
but they must draw a real distinction 


between the conditions of town and 
country life. Without defending the 
distinction drawn as in any sense a 


complete and final answer, the Govern- 
ment were bound to make this distinction 
hetween town and country, and they 
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had not been able to discover any better 
way than by limiting these schools to 
urban areas and defining rural areas as 
areas with a population of 5,000. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said that this 
very important Amendment was being 
discussed under various disadvantages. 
One of the disadvantages of the discussion 
had been that the Minister for Education, 
being human, had to dine like the rest of 
them, and had not had the great advan- 
tage of hearing the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary and some of the speeches made from 
his own side in support of his own pro- 
posals. The hon. Member for Barnsley 
had probably by this time discovered that 
he was really arguing in favour of the 
Amendment and against something which 
was not the Amendment at all. He had 
also probably impressed upon the Govern- 
ment in private what he had forcibly 
impressed upon the Committee that there 
was a district in his constituency excluded 
from all the advantages of Clause 4. It 
was to be feared he was going to be dis- 
appointed; that he was going to be 
thrown over and that the too severe 


' Minister for Education, faithfully followed 


by his cohorts on that side of the House, 
was going to sacrifice Barnsley. He 
sympathised with Barnsley ; but it would 
be unfair not to give a similar word of 
condolence to Leek, for the other Gentle- 
man who got up to speak for the Govern- 
ment—the hon. Member for Leek— 
had explained that there were two small 
Roman Catholicschools in his constitueney 
which under the Bill of the Government 
would be entirely sacrificed ; and, ardent 
as he was in opposing the Amendment, 
anxious as he was te support the Govern- 
ment, he earnestly pleaded for some 
mercy for the schools going to be sacrificed. 
His sympathy with Barnsley he extended 
in the same whole-hearted manner to 
Leek. Really it was peculiarly unfortu- 
nate that the only two Gentlemen who 
had supported the Government should 
have been obliged to explain how much 
the measure of the Government would 
injure their own constituencies. He did 
not know whether they were fair samples 
of the generous support which the Govern- 
ment at present seemed to anticipate. If 
he came to the independent supporters 
of the Government, and to the argument 
they had advanced against his hon. friend, 
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and if he came to the Government them- the speeches made and from the clause 
selves and their own account of the reasons that the sole reason why the Government 
which had induced them to make this had introduced this arbitrary division 
exception in favour of urban areas, there, between areas in both of which were 
were two speeches to be considered—the alternative schools was that only by 
speech of the Parliamentary Secretary and) drawing such a distinction could they do 
the speech just delivered. The speech of) a good deal for the Church of Rome—only 
the Parliamentary Secretary was an) by drawing such a distinction could they do 
interesting one, and gave many statistics) great injury to the Church of England. 
in a form not usually very clear; but he| The right hon. Gentleman had admitted 
really gave them only two arguments | that 25 per cent. of the Roman Catholic 
for the differentiation between urban and | schools would be excluded by this clause, 
rural districts. The first was one held! but he explained that the clause was so 
in common with the Minister for Educa-| ingeniously drawn that only 9 per cent. 
tion, but the other, which for some reason| of their children would be excluded: 
that Minister did not repeat, was that the) Why was that an achievement? The 
ballot was an instrument suited to the| only possible explanation of its being 
intelligence of the urban district but that) an achievement was that the Government 
the stupid rural parent could not be asked | had contrived to find a line which would 
to vote by ballot as to the kind of educa- include most of the Roman Catholic 
tion he desired his child to have. That) children and exclude an _ enormous 
was not very complimentary to the rural) number of Church of England children. 
parent, and it seemed rather like a serious) There were many rural areas where there 
indictment of the Ballot Act, but it was| were alternative schools, where four-fifths 
wholly unfounded. He suggested that| of the children belonged to the Estab- 
there should be no ballot at all if that was| lished Church, where the Church had 
too delicate an instrument for rural dis-| built and had maintained the schools. 
tricts. A more serious argument was ad-/ On what principle were they to be 
vanced by the Minister for Education. He,| excluded ? The only possible answer 
throwing over the Member for Barnsley,| WaS that the Government deliberately 
admitted that the Amendment did not| intended this Bill to be a blow at the 
touch areas where there was no alternative | Church denominational schools, and the 
school, but only where there was such aj Only limitation which they had put on 
school, but he said how difficult it was| themselves, or which had _ been placed 
to determine in the country whether| upon them, in the degree to which they 
there was or was not an alternative| meant to injure the Church schools was 
school, that the macadam in the road|the fact that if they went beyond a 
had to be considered, whether the path- certain point the injury to the Roman 
way was wet, how many stiles had to be| Catholic schools would be intolerable. 
crossed, and all the other difficulties) They had an opportunity of adopting the 
incident to rural locomotion. Without) principle, which even if adopted would 
arguing upon these difficulties, he asked| inflict great hardship on Church schools 
did not similar difficulties arise in regard| in single-school areas, that wherever 
to urban districts ?. Responsible educa-| there was an alternative school and 
tional authorities had made tremendous] Wherever there was a desire on the part 
fuss over the fact that to get to a certain of the majority of those attending the 
school childrei had to cross a big, much-| school to have denominational religion 
frequented thoroughfare, and there were| that desire should be satisfied. That 
other obstacles. So that in town as in| principle was plain, intelligible, and 
country it was not merely a question of | easily acceptable. Why did not the 
distance, and if a distinction was to be| Government accept it? If Members 
founded on the difficulty in finding an| opposite did sincerely desire, and he 
alternative school there were similar| knew many of them did, that there 
difficulties in towns. If then there was} Should not be in the face of the Bill any 
no distinction between town and country, | provisions clearly and obviously aimed 
what arguments were left for the Govern- | at the Established Church, if they really 
ment? There was no distinction, and| did desire that there should be no bitter- 
he thought it was perfectly obvious from! ness inflicted on the Members of that 


Mr. A. J. Balfour. 
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Church, was not this the least they could 
give? They could not pretend that it 
was unjust or that any Nonconformist 
child or parent was injured, and yet, while 
they redressed no grievance of those 
whom they were bound, he admitted, 
to represent in this House, why should 
they gratuitously inflict upon the members 
of one Church an injury which they were 
anxious to avoid with regard to mem- 
bers of the other Church, and which they 
were only prevented from avoiding 
wholly by the fact that they could not 
give everything which the Roman Catho- 
lics asked for without giving a great 
deal to the Church of England? it was 
quite true that only 9 per cent. of the 
(‘atholic children were injured by this 
clause as it stood, and that, therefore, 
by the Amendment they would only 
benefit 9 per cent. of the Catholic chil- 
dren. But it was also true that the 
absolute number of Church of England 
children and parents who would be 
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benefitel was far greater, and was it 
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really to be argued that, while they agreed 
that there was a grievance on the part 
of the Roman Catholics, the Govern- 
ment refused to redress it for fear that 
in doing so they would do a similar act 
of justice to the Church of England ? 
The matter would not bear argument 
for a moment. It was _ persecution, 
and gratuitous persecution. No prin- 
ciple that had ever been proclaimed 
on any Nonconformist platform would 
be violated by the granting of this con- 
cession. No mandate that any human 
being had ever pretended was given 
at the last election would be violated. 
There could only be one motive for re- 
fusing it, and that motive was to injure 
the Church of which so many of the 
opponents of the Government were 
members. 


Question put. 


The Committee divided: Ayes, 344; 
Noes, 186. (Division list, No. 153.) 
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Taylor, Theodore C, (Radcliffe) 
Tennant, Sir Edw. (Salisbury) 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thomas, Abel (Carmarthen, E. 


| Thomas Sir A. (Glamorgan, E.) 


Thomas, David A. (Merthyr) 
Thompson, J.W.H.(Somerset,E 
Thorne, William 

Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Ure, Alexander 

Verney, F. W. 

Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Vivian, Henry 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Wallace, Robert 

Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Sir John L. (Leeds, 8.) 


| Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 


| 


Richards, Thos. (W. Monm’th) | 


Richardson, A. 

Rickett, J. Compton 

Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs. ) 
Robertson, Rt. Hn. E. (Dundee 
Robertson, SirG.Scott( Bradf’rd 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, 8. 


Robson, Sir William. Snowdon | 





Ward, John (Stoke upon Trent 
Ward, W. Dudley(Southomptn 
Wardle, George J. 

Warner, Thos. Courtenay T. 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason, John Cathcart(Orkney 
Waterlow, D.S. 

Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedewood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 
Whitbread, Howard 

White, George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonsh.) 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
Whitehead, Rowland 
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Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarth’n 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) | 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Ambrose, Robert 

Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt. Hon.SirH. 
Balcarres, Lord 

Baldwin, Alfred 

Balfour, Rt. Hn. A..J.(City Lond.) 
Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
sanner, John 8S. Harmood- 
Baring, Hon. Guy (Winchester) 
Barry, E. (Cork, S.) 

Beach, Hn. Michael HughHicks 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 

Belloc, Hilaire Joseph Peter R. 
Benn, W.(T’ w’rHamlets,S. Geo. 
signold, Sir Arthur 

Blake, Edward 

Boland, John 

Boyle, Sir Edward 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 

Bull, Sir William James 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Burke, E. Haviland- 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 

Carlile, E. Hildred 

Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir EdwardH 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) 
Chamberlain, Rt.Hon.J.(Birm. 
Clancy, John Joseph 

Coates, E. Feetham( Lewisham) 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Cogan, Denis J. 

Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Crean, Eugene 

Cross, Alexander 

Dalrymple, Viscount 

Delany, William 

Devlin, Chas. Ramsay (Galway 
Dillon, John 

Dixon, Sir Daniel 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 

Donelan, Captain A. 

Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Duty, William J. 

Duncan, Robert(Lanark,Govan 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Faber, George Denison (York) 
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Williamson, A. | 
Wills, Arthur Walters 
Wilson, HenryJ.( York, W.R.) 

Wilson, John (Durham, Mid.) | 
Wilson, J.W.(Worcestersh. N.) | 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Wintrey, R. 


NOES. 


Fardell, Sir T. George 

Farrell, James Patrick 

Fell, Arthur 

Ffrench, Peter 

Field, William 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Fletcher, J. 8. 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Ginnell, L. 

Glover, Thomas 

Haddock, George R. 

Halpin, J. 

Hammond, John 

Hardy, Laurence(KentAshford 
Harrison- Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Hayden, John Patrick 
Hazelton, Richard 

Helmsley, Viscount 
Hervey, F. W. F.( BuryS. Edm’ds 
Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 
Hill, Henry Staveley (Staff’sh.) 
Hogan, Michael 

Hornby, Sir William. Henry 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Joyce, Michael 

Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt. Hn.Col.W. 
Keswick, William 

Kilbride, Denis 

King,SirHenry Seymour (Hull) 
Lane-Fox, G. R. 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lee, ArthurH.(Hants.( Fareham 
Lockwood, Rt. Hn. Lt.-Col. A. R. 
Long, Col. Chas. W. (Evesham) 
Long, Rt.Hn. Walter(Dublin,s. 
Lundon, W. 

Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
Macpherson, J. T. 

MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down,S 
Mac Veigh, Chas. (Donegal, E.) 
M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 

M’ Kean, John 

M‘Killop, W. 

Magnus, Sir Philip 

Marks, H. H. (Kent) 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Meagher, Michael 

Meehan, Patrick A. 
Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 
- Middlemore,JohnThrogmorton 
Mildmay, Francis Binghun 
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Wodehouse, Lord( Norfolk, Mid. 
Wood, T’. M‘Kinnon 
Woodhouse, SirJ T.( Huddersf’d 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Whiteley and Mr. J. A. 


Pease. 


Mooney, J. J. 
Morpeth, Viscount 
Murnaghan, George 
Murphy, John 
Nicholson, Wm. G. (Peterstield 
Nield, Herbert 
Nolan, Joseph 
O’ Brien, Kendal( Tipperary Mid. 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Brien, William (Cork) 
O’ Connor, James(Wicklow, W.) 
O'Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O'Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 
O’ Doherty, Philip 
O’ Donnell, T. Kerry, W.) 
O’ Dowd, John 
O’ Hare, Patrick 
O’ Kelly, James( Roscommon, N. 
O'Malley, William 
O’ Mara, James 
O'Shaughnessy, P. J. 
O’Shee, James John 
Parker, SirGilbert(Gravesend) 
Pease, HerbertPike( Darlington 
Percy, Earl 
Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Power, Patrick Joseph 
Ratcliff, Major R. F. 
tawlinson, John Frederick P. 
teddy, M. 
edmond, JohnE.( Waterford) 
2edmond, William (Clare) 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Roberts, Chas. H. (Lincoln) 
toberts, S. (Sheffield, Ecclesall) 
toche, Augustine (Cork) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Rothschild, Hon. Lionel Walter 
Russell, T. W. 
tutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, W. W. ( Liverpool) 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 


| Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 


Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Seddon, J. 

Smith, Abel H.( Hertford, Kast) 
Smith, F.E.( Liverpool, Walton) 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Smyth, Thomas F, (Leitrim, 8.) 


| Starkey, John R. 


Sullivan, Donal 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Talbot, Rt. Hn.J.G.(Oxf d Univ. 
Thomson, W. Mitchell-( Lanark) 
Thornton, Perey M. 

Turnour, Viscount 

Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.)4 
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Willoughby, de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson, A. Stanley (York, E.R.) 
Wortley, Rt. Hn. C. B. Stuart- 


And, it being after Eleven of the clock, 
the Chairman left the Chair to make his 
Report to the House. 

Committee report Progress; to sit 
again To-morrow. 


CORK CITY RAILWAYS AND WORKS 
BILL [By ORDER). 
Order for Third Reading read (King’s 
consent signified.) 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be now read the third 
time.” 


Mr. O’SHEE (Waterford, W.), in 
mov.ng the rejection of the Bill, said the 
House of Commons was being asked by 
this railway company to allow them to 
evade the Parliamentary obligations which 
they undertook in 1898. Under the Bill 
the counties concerned were being asked 
to contribute £25,000 out of the public 
funds for the purpose of completing the 
link line which the railway company 
solemnly undertook to build with their 
own money. The county of Waterford, 
a part of which he had the honour of 
representing, had a strong moral claim 
that the fund out of which this money had 
been promised should be devoted to pur- 
poses for the benefit of the county. 
Waterford in the past undertook an enor- 
mously heavy guarantee for the building 
of this railway, and it was afterwards 
found that the line could not be com- 
pleted for the £280,000 which was the full 
extent of the capital raised by the com- 
pany, and consequently an application 
was made for a loan to enable them to 
complete the line, and they obtained a 


loan of £93,000. The county rate- 
payers were not consenting parties 
to the arrangement, but they got, 


in consideration of their guarantee of 
£14,000 a year, a right to the surplus 
profits of the company in excess of the 5 
per cent. interest on the £280,000 share 
capital. Just at the time when it seemed 
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Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
Young, Samuel 
Younger, George 
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TELLERS FOR THE Noks—Sir 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 


found for maintaining the railway an 
arrangement for the purchase of the line 
under an agreement with two other 
railway companies was made. When 
the through route was completed the 
ratepayers expected some recoupment 
of the large advances they had made 
during all those years, but nevertheless 
they consented to forego their claim to 
be recouped the £292,000 they had paid, 
which had been increased to £350,000, in 
consideration of those companies build- 
ing a direct line from Cork to Fermoy, 
and the ratepayers got a remission of 
half the £14,000 a year, but were still 
liable for £7,000 a year. Parliament 
was now being asked to allocate some of 
this money for the benefit of people 
who had never spent a penny upon the 
undertaking. He heartily approved of the 
works that were to be done under the Bill, 
but these railway companies, having come 
under obligations to Parliament, should 
be asked by Parliament to discharge them. 
There was no excuse for them whatever. 
Hon. Members on that side of the House 
who were supporting the Bill were guilty 
of complicity in helping the companies 
to evade their Parliamentary obliga- 
tions. A large proportion of the rate- 
payers of the county of Cork were not in 
favour of the allocation of the money 
which would be made if the scheme in 
the Bill were carried out, for they had 
hoped that it would be devoted to the 
making of the Cork and Fermoy direct 
line. They were not in favour of an 
allocation of the money which would 
relieve these railway companies of their 
obligations. In his own experience of 
Parliament he had never known such 
a flagrant evasion of Parliamentary 
obligations. The Committee who con- 
sidered the Bill were not to blame for 
passing it, because they had not before 
them all the evidence which could be 
brought forward against it. The ques- 
tion which the House had to decide was 
whether the Treasury was to be allowed 
to give £25,000 to enable the railway 
companies to evade their obligations. 
He did not see why the House should 


likely that the county ratepayers might | help them with public funds to get out 
be recouped for the enormous amount they ! of their undertakings. Parliament should 
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treat with scant ceremony any Bill pro- 
moted by these companies until they had 
carried out the obligations they had 
already undertaken in the matter. He 
begged to move. 


Mr. POWER (Waterford, E.), in 
seconding said he had all along 


thought that the case against the 
Bill was unanswerable. The Treasury 
was now going to do what on two 
previous occasions it had _ refused 
to do, namely, to assist two great com- 
panies to evade their statutory obliga- 
tions. In corroboration of the views 
laid before the House, he would read an 
extract from a speech delivered by the 
Chairman of the hybrid Committee who 
considered this matter some years ago. 
Speaking in this House on July 25rd, 
1901, with reference to the construction 
of the Cork and Fermoy Railway, Sir U. 
Kay-Shuttleworth, now Lord Shuttle- 
worth, said : 

“ Before he sat down he would refer to the 
idea mooted by the company, that they would 
offer an alternative to the construction of this | 
railway. But what did they offer? They 
offered as an alternative to carry out a second 
obligation—one of many, but a second obliga- 
tion which they equally solemnly undertook, 
namely, with the co-operation of the City ot 
Cork, to connect this new system with that | 
particular district for the benefit of the fishing 
and agricultural industries. He hoped the 
House of Commons and the Government would 
not for a moment entertain the idea that, be- 
cause the company vffered to carry out one of 
their obligations, they therefore, should be let 
off carrying out the other.” 


That was the view of a Gentleman who | 
had studied the matter well. The Bill | 
would probably get through its various | 
stages, and he wished to know whether | 
it would be competent for the Treasury | 
to put an estimate on the Paper during | 
the autumn session for the money which 
the company was to receive, or whether | 
it must be deferred until next year, 
when they would have further oppor- | 


tunity of discussing the matter and | 
of showing the scandalous way in which | 
the railway companies had acted. 
| 


Amendment proposed— 


“To leave out the word ‘now,’ and to add 
the words ‘upon this day three months’.”— | 


(Mr. O' Shee.) 


Question proposed, ‘‘ That the word | 
now’ stand part of the Question.” | 
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THe FINANCIAL SECRETARY or 
THE TREASURY (Mr. McKenna, Mon- 
mouthshire, N.) said he hoped the hon. 
Member for West Waterford would excuse 
him if he did not answer him in detail. 
He would remind the hon. Gentleman 
that this subject had been fully debated 
at various stages, and that after every 
argument that could be used had been 
heard the House was in favour of the 
Bill by 196 votes to 27 against. After 
such a crushing defeat he should have 
thought that the hon. Member would not 
have had the courage to discuss the case 
again. He would have ample oppor- 
tunity of discussing the whole question 


when the £25,000 was put on the 
Estimates next year. He trusted that 
the Bill would now be read a third 
time. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Main Question put, and agreed to. 
Bill read the third time, and passed. 


— 


RAILWAY (EXTENSION OF 
TIME) BILL [Lorps}. 

Order read, for resuming Adjourned 
Debate on Amendment to Question 
[24th May], “That the Bill be now 


read a second time.” 


WIRRAL 


Which Amendment was— 


“To leave out the word ‘now,’ ant at the 
end of the Question to add the words ‘ upon this 
day three months’.”—(Mr. William Lever.) 


Question again proposed, “ That the 


|word ‘now’ stand part of the Ques- 
| tion.” 


Mr. W. H. LEVER (Cheshire, Wirral) 
said he wished to withdraw the Amend- 
ment which he had previously moved, 


| that the Bill be read a second time this 
| day three months. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Main Question put, and agreed to. 
Bill read a second time, and committed. 


Mr. W. H. LEVER said he wished to 
move the following Resolution: “ That 
it be an instruction to the Committee that 
they shall provide that the Wirral Railway 
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Company shall not run any omnibus in 
any city, borough, or other urban district 
provided with a system of tramways or 
omnibuses except with the consent of the 
local authority cr local authorities, as the 
case may be, working such tramways or 
omnibuses.”’ Te did so in order that this 
House might have an opportunity of 
settling a most important principle. 
Before the ratepayers’ money, amounting 
to £135,000, was allowed to be invested 
in these tramways, a most exhaustive 
inquiry was held, not only as to the 
advantage the expenditure would give to 
the public, but also to see whether the 
ratepayers’ money was invested on sound 
lines. Therefore it seemed a remarkable 
thing that now a railway company should 
come forward with a Bill which would 
enable them to run motor omnibuses in 
direct conflict with this system of muni- 
cipaltramways. It was not that objec- 
tion was taken to any additional means of 
locomotion being provided to the rate- 
payers ; it was the competition from rail- 
wey companies—competition which was 


{COMMONS} 


never intended that the municipalities | 


should have to face at the time when 
they were permitted by the House of 
Commons to invest the money of the rate- 
payers in tramways. If the 


company were allowed to use the 
roads i the municipality to the 
cost and repair of which they paid 


nothing, it would be a most unfair mode of 
competition. ‘The 
in which the 


railway | 


3ill contained a clause | 
railway company declared | 


that they only sought power to take up | 


and set down passengers from their 
railway stations. That, he thought, was a 
fallacious clause, the only object of the pro- 
moters in inserting it being to recognise the 


strength of the opposition and the justice | 


of the claims of the municipality. 
object of the railway company would be 
better served by the insertion of the 
Instruction which stood in his name and 
which he begged to move. 


Mr. SUMMERBELL (Sunderland) Se- 
conded the Motion. He thought that 
to grant this concession to the rail- 


way company would be most unfair 


to the municipal tramways undertaking | 


in the district. The Company had sent a 


The | 


circular to Members of the House in which | 


they stated that the use of these buses | 
would be limited to bona fide passengers | 
on their railway. It was however in his 


Mr. W. H Lever. 
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judgment impossible to ascertain whether 
people were bona fide passengers or not, 
The municipality must pay off within 
thirty-five yearsthe capital advanced to 
them to start their undertaking and he did 
not think a railway company should be 
allowed to set up a system of motor 
omnibuses in competition with the tram- 
way authorities. 


Motion made and Question proposed, 
“That it be an Instruction to the 
Committee that they shall provide 
that the Wirral Railway Company shall 
not run any omnibus in any city, 
borough, or other urban district pro- 
vided with a system of tramways or 
omnibuses except with the consent of the 
local authority or local authorities, as the 
case may be, working such tramways or 
omnibuses.”—(Mr. W. H. Lever.) 


Mr. 


rose to 


TOMKINSON (Cheshire, Crewe) 
move as an Amendment to the 
Instruction proposed— 

“Tn line 6, after the word ‘omnibus,’ to 
insert the words, ‘but that if such consent 
shall be unreasonably withheid the matter 
shall be determined by the Board of rade, 
whose decision shall be final and binding.’ ” 


Mr. SUMMERBELL asked as a point 
of order whether, in face of the provision 
in the Bill, paragraph E, page.6, giving an 
appeal to the Board of Trade, the 
Amendment could be put. 


*Mr. SPEAKER said it was some what 
hard to say on the spur of the moment 
whether the question of unreason- 
ably withholding consent was or was 
not a matter in regard to which the 
Company might consider themselves 
aggrieved within this section. He did 
not think, however, that any harm would 
result if the Amendment of the hon. 
Member for Crewe were accepted. 


It might be incorporated in the Bill 


without any contradiction of its other 


provisions, 


*Mr. TOMKINSON moved his Amend- 
ment, and said he thought it right at the 
outset to say that he was a director of 
the railway in question, and therefore 
might be regarded with suspicion. He 
did not think that prevented him, 
_ however, from stating the case as fairly as 
possible, although he might say that he 
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had no intention of voting if the question , 


went to a division. It would be seen 
that there was only a small point of 
difference between the railway company 
and those whom his hon. friend repre- 
sented. There were, however, certain 


circumstances with which he thought the | 


House ought to be acquainted. The 
Wirral Railway wasa small one consisting 
of only twelve miles of line, although it 
was in a populous district. It connected 
the watering places of West Kirby and 
New Brighton with Wallasey and other 
places, and was also connected with the 
Mersey Railway. About ten years ago, 
at the instance of this very urban council, 
and in order to serve their district, the 
Wirral Railway Company made a_ fresh 
line of two or three miles from Seacombe 
Ferry to the great advantage of the 
district. In the present year this 
authority promoted a Bill, and brought 
it before a very strong Committee of 
the House of Lords, which also dealt 
with this Bill, of which Lord Cawdor 
was Chairman. The Bill of the Wirral 
Company was heard first, and a decision 
postponed until the whole of the cir- 
cumstances with regard to both Bills 
had been thrashed out. After hearing the 
case of the Wallasey Urban Council, who 
wished to take powers to run a tramway 
practically alongside this very ratlway and 
thus deprive them of their passengers, 
the Committee threw out the Bill of 
the Wallasey District Council and passed 
the Wirral Railway Bill. The Wirral 
Railway Company only asked that their 
Bill should be passed, and they were 
quite willing to accept this Instruction 
if there was an appeal to the Board of 
Trade. He thought under the circum- 
stances there was a reason for the 
company asking for such an appeal. 
His hon. friend the Member for Birken- 
head had said—‘* Why do you not go 
into the country instead of coming to 
this 


urban district where there are 
no tramways and get passengers?” 


He remembered, however, that a fort- | 


night ago the hon. Gentleman himself 
denounced motor ’buses running in these 
rural districts and injuring the farmers. 
They all knew, however, that the rural 
authorities objected to the use of their 


roads for this purpose, although their | 


people used the roads in the towns. 
In view of the fact that the railways 
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were rated up to the hilt and that the 
incidence of the rates fell heavily upon 
them, he thought the present opposition 
to the Bill was neither fair nor reasonable. 


898 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD (Liv- 


erpool, West Derby) seconded the 
Amendment. Being intimately ac- 
quainted with Liverpool he would 


endeavour to put the position clearly 
before the House. The hon. Member for 
the Wirrall Division, in proposing his 
Motion, had disclaimed any objection 
to improved locomotion, but said that 
what he objected to was competition. 
It was not the interest of railway 
companies or municipalities which 
ought to be considered in cases of 
this kind, but the interest of the 
public. In this particular case the 
municipality had obtained power to 
compete with the railway; why. 
therefore, should not the railway come 
pete in the interest of the public! The 
Motion was not really honest, because 
it was certain that it would prevent 
the railway company running motor 
“buses to their own stations without the 
consent of the municipality, and that 
consent would never be given. ‘The 
only proposal of the Amendment was 
to leave the question to be decided 
by the Board of Trade. 


Amendment proposed— 


** At the end of the proposed Amendment, to 
add the words ‘ but that if such consent shall 
be unreasonably withheld the matter shall be 
determined by the Board of ‘Trade, whose 
decision shall be final and binding.’”—(J>. 
Tomkinson.) 


ee ul 


Question proposed, ‘‘ That those words 


be there added.” 


CotoneL LOCKWOOD (Essex, Ep- 
ping) said this was a matter of principle 
upon which a representative of the Board 
of Trade ought to be:heard, and as 
there was no representative of that 
Department present he moved the ad- 
journment of the debate. 


Motion mace, and Question, “ That 
the debate be now adjourned” put, 


‘and negatived. 








899 Wirral Railway (Extension [{COMMONS} 


Question put, “That those words be | 


there added.” 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Allen, A. Acland(Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Astbury, John Meir 

Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Beale, W. P. 

Beauhcamp, E. 

Bertram, Julius 

Boyle, Sir Fdward 

Bramsdon, ‘i’. A. 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Brunner,J.F.L.(Lanes., Leigh) 
Bryce, J. A. (Inverness Burghs) 
Carlile, E. Hildred 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) 
Chance, Frederick William 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Clough, W. 

Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craig, Capt. James (Down. E.) 
Cross, Alexander 

Dalrymple, Viscount 


Acland, Francis Dyke 
Armstrong, W. C. Heaton 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Benn, Joba Williams(Devonp’t 
Benn, W.(T’w’rHamlets,S. Geo.) 
Billson, Alfred 

Boland, John 

Brace, William 

Brigg, John 

Brodie, H. C. 

Cleland, J. W. 

Cogan, Denis J. 

Corbett,C. H.(Sussex, EGrinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 
Cotton, Sir H. J. S. 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crosfield, A. H. 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Devlin, Chas. Ramsay (Galway) 
Dolan, Charles Joseph 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Essex, R. W. 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ffrench, Peter 

Gill, A. H. 

Ginnell, L. 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Daniel Ford 
Gulland, John W. 








120. 


AYES. 


Davies, David(MontgomeryCo. | 
Everett, R. Lacey 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Forster, Henry William 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Glendinning, R. G. 

Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Helme, Norval Watson 

Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 
Hill, HenryStaveley(Staff’sh. ) 
Hobart, Sir Robert 

Houston, Robert Paterson 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 
Kilbride, Denis 
Kincaid-Smith, Captain 
Lamont, Norman 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) | | 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid 

Lever, A. Levy( Essex, Harwich) 
Lockwood, Rt. Hn.Col.-Lt.A.R. 
Lough, Thomas 

Lupton, Arnold 

Marks, G.Croydon(Launceston) | 
Marnham, F. J. | 
Morrell, Philip 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 





NOES. 
Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harwood, George 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Hazel, Dr. A. E 
Hazelton, Richard 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Herbert, Col. Ivor (Mon., 8.) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hogan, Michael 
Hooper, A. G. 
Hope, John Deans (Fife, West) 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Hudson, Walter 
Jenkins, J. 
Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Joyee, —— 
Kelle sy, George D. 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 





Law. Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Levy, Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J.M.( Falkirk B’ghs. 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
Macpherson, J. T. 

MacVeagh, Jeremiah(Down, S.) 
M‘Callum, John M. 

M‘Crae, George 

M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 

M‘Killop, W. 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Meagher, Michael 
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900 


(Division List No, 154.) 


Murnaghan, George 

Nolan, Joseph 

Nuttall, Harry 

O'Kelly, James(Roscommon,N 
O'M: uley, William 

Paulton, James Mellor 

Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlinzton 
Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh, Central) 
Rainy, A. Rolland 

Reddy, M. 

Renton, Major Leslie 
Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roche, John (Galway, Eas!) 
Rutherford, John (Lancashir2) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Simon, John Allsebrook 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smith, F.E.( Liverpool, Walton 
Soares, Ernest J. 

Thomson, W. Mitchell-( Lanark) 
Turnour, Viscount 

Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
Whiteley, George (York, W.R.) 
Williamson, A. 

Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B.Stuart- 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr., 
Ashton and Mr. Rose. 


Mond, A. 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 
Mooney, J. J. 

Nicholls, George 

O’ Brien, Kendal(Tipperary Mid) 
O’ Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, 'T’. P. (Liverpool) 
O’ Doherty, Philip 

O’ Dowd, John 

O'Grady, J. 

O’ Hare, Patrick 

O’Shee, James John 

Parker, James (Halifax) 
Paul, Herbert 

Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pollard, Dr. 

Power, Patrick Joseph 


| Priestley, W.E.B.(Bradford,E.) 


| Radford, G. H. 





Raphael, Herbert H. 
Redmond, John E. (Waterford 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Richards, Thomas(W.Monm’th 
Richardson, A. 

Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,SirG.Scott(Bradf'rd 
Robinson, S. 

Rowlands, J. = 
Seddon, J. 





a tte ob te ah bet ot ot 








901 Wirral Railway (Extension {26 June 1906} 


Thom pson,J. W.H(Somerset, E. | 
Thorne, William 


Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Sileock, Thomas Ball 

Snowden, P. 

Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, TheodoreC. (Radcliffe) 


Vivian, Henry 





Main Question again proposed. 


Lorp R. CECIL called attention 
to the position in which the House 
was left upon this question. He thought 
they had a right to demand the 
advice of the responsible advisers of His 
Majesty’s Government in regard to 
railways, and he thought they would do 
well not to proceed to a final decision until 
that advice had been given. In order to 
give the House an opportunity of obtain- 
ing that advice he begged to move the 
adjournment of the debate. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the debate be now adjourned.’— 
(Lord R. Cecil.) 


Mr. HARMOOD-BANNER expressed 
his surprise that nothing had been said 
from the Government Benches upon this 
Bill. He reminded hon. Members that 
similar powers to those which had just 
been refused to this company had been 
given to the London, Brighton, and 
South Coast Railway, and now, at the 
dictation of a particular section of the 
House there had just been a refusal of 
what had already been given to another 
company. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Does this 
question arise on the Motion for the 
adjournment ? 


_*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member 
Is giving reasons why the matter should 
be adjourned. 


Mr. HARMOOD-BANNER thought 
the position taken up by the House on 
this matter was a most improper one. 
He was not opposed to municipal under- 
takings, but in this particular case the 
hon. Member for Wirral had stated that 
the rural districts ought to have these 
facilities. He thought they were now 
carrying the principle of municipalisation 


Walsh, Stephen 

Ward, John (Stoke upon | 

Watt, H. Anderson 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, Luke (York, E.R.) | 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) | 
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Wilkie, Alexander 

| Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarth’n 
| Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
| Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 


TELLERS FOR THE NoES—Mr. 
Lever and Mr. Summerbell. 


| too far, and the House had already given 


municipalities far too much. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member is 
now arguing against the Bill. The 
question is that the debate be adjourned. 


Mr. HARMOOD-BANNER appealed 
to the Board of Trade to give the House 
some reason why they had not given the 
House some direction in this matter. 


Mr. CLEMENT EDWARDS (Denbiga 
District), on a point of order, pointed 
out that it was already laid down 
in the Bill that there was to be no 
appeal to the Board of Trade, and under 
those circumstances he wished to know if 
there was any rule which necessitated the 
presence of the President of the Board of 
Trade or any other representative of that 
Department ? 


*Mr. SPEAKERS: That is not a point of 


order. 


Me. HARMOOD-BANNER thought 
the House ought to be told why a diifer- 
ence was made between one railway com- 
pany and another in the granting of these 
facilities. 


PARLIAMENTARY SECRE.- 
TREASURY (Mr. 
GrORGE WHITELEY, Yorkshire, W.R., 
Pudsey) said it was very desirable 
that the House should come to a 
decision upon this matter now. He 
regretted the absence of any representa- 
tive of the Board of Trade, but there were 
a large number of hon. Members present 
who were quit? as able to deal with these 
matters as the Board of Trade, and it 
would only be penalising the company 
to adjourn the debate. 


THE 
TARY TO THE 


Mr. FORSTER (Kent, Sevenoaks) 
said the question which had been brought 
before the House was whether or not on 
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occasions like this when large questions 


of principle were raised, with which the 
Board of Trade were intimately asso- | 


clated,a representative of the Board of 
Trade ought or ought not to be present 
in order to give to the House the benefit 
of his guidance. In days not long ago 
when some hon. Members opposite were 
in Opposition, whenever they discovered 
the absence of any representative of a 
Government department they never lost 
the opportunity of moving the adjourn- 
ment of the debate, or of taking advan- 
tage of any other opportunity of calling 
attention to what they called a grave 
dereliction of duty on the part of the 
Government. They were now concerned 
with a large question of principle. They 
were entitled to receive the opinion and 
guidance of the Minister 
concerned, and seeing that there was no 
representative of the Board of Trade 
in the House, he thought they might very 


responsible 


well agree to the motion for the ad- 
journment, 

Mr. CLAUDE HAY (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton) said that it was by the 
initiative of His Majesty’s advisers 


that these private Bills had been brought 
up at a time when most hon. Members 
opposite would like to be in bed. He did 
not think that any private Bill ought to 
be dealt with after midnight. and without 
expressing any opinion as to the merits 
of the case he protested against dealing 
with private legislation in the absence of 
the responsible Minister who was paid 
to be present and attend to this business. 


Mr. TOMKINSON said that although 
he deprecated the carrying of this In- 
struction he hoped the House would 
allow the Bill to be proceeded with. 


Lorp TURNOUR (Sussex, Horsham) 
said hon. Members opposite had quite 
misinterpreted their action in moving 
the adjournment of the debate. They 
had not taken this course in regard 
to this particular Bill, but in order to 
call attention to the absence of any 
representative of the Board of Trade 
when an important principle was 
being discussed. He thought the argu- 
ment of the Patronage Secretary that 


the Bill could be discussed as well in the | 
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| Board of Trade was an extraordinary 


of Time) Bill. 


one. He appealed to the House to 
support the Motion for the adjournment, 


*Mr. SHACKLETON said he did jot 
rise for the purpose of obstructing the 
Bill. The question raised was an im- 
portant one, namely, the absence of a 
representative of the Board of Trade. 
He was going to support the Motion on 
that ground alone. In the last Parlia- 
ment when a Unionist Government was 
in office he had = supported — similar 
Resolutions on the ground of the absence 
of the Minister in charge. This was an 
important matter, and they were en- 
titled to the opinion of the Board of 
Trade upon it. He earnestly urged 
those who were responsible for the Bill 
to accept the Motion for the adjournment 
of the debate, in order that an oOppor- 
tunity might be given for ascertaining 
the opinion of the President of the Board 
of Trade upon the matter. If the Bill 
did not go through to-night, the fault 
would lie with the representatives of the 
Board of Trade who were not present to 
answer the reasonable questions which 
had been raised. 


Mr. W. H. LEVER appealed to hon. 
Members opposite to allow the Bill to go 
through to-night. The Bill would go to 
a Committee upstairs, and he thought 
the expression of opinion which had taken 
place as to the absence of the repre- 
sentatives of the Board of Trade would 
be just as effective as if they were to 
penalise the measure. The Bill was of 
importance to the district concerned, and 
if it was not allowed to go through to- 
night the fixing of another date for 
debating the Motion might mean that it 
could not be passed this session. 
he was 
wished 


said 
and 
thought a 

of Trade 


CotoneL LOCKWOOD 
in favour of the Bill 
to see it passed, but he 
representative of the Board 
should be present to answer questions. 
The Patronage Secretary was to blame 
for this. He was paid a handsome 
salary to see that Ministers were in their 
places when they were wanted. It was 
on account of their absence that the 
adjournment of the debate had been 


absence of the representatives of the! moved. 


Mr. Forster. 
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Mr. VIVIAN (Birkenhead) appealed 
to hon. Members opposite to allow the 
Bill to go through ‘to-night. Important 
commercial interests were at stake, and 
the Bill had been discussed on more 
than one occasion. It was not fair 
to the company to hang up its interests 
because of some failure on the part of 
the Board of Trade to have representatives 
prescnt. 


Sir F. BANBURY (City of London) 
said the adjournment of the debate 
would not in any way injure the company, 
or hinder the progress of the Bill. The 
adjournment of the debate would only 
delay the discussion of the Instruction 
for one night. To-morrow night the 
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House would get the opinion of the 
Board of Trade as to whether it was ad- 
visable to give such an Instruction 
to the Committee. 


Mr. W. H. LEVER rose in his place, 
and claimed to move, “That the 
question be now put.” 


Question, “‘ That the Question be now 
put,” put, and agreed to. 


Question put accordingly, “ That the 
debate be now adjourned.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 34; Noes, 
153. (Division List, No. 155.) 


AYES. 


Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
3anner. John 8S. Harmood- 
Beauchamp, E. 

Bertram, Julius 

Boyle, Sir Edward 

Carlile, E. Hildred 

Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, W. 

Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) 
Cross, Alexander 


Finch, Rt. Hon. 
Gill, A. H. 


Hill, Sir Clemen 


Morrell, Philip 





Dalrymple, Viscount 
Davies, David(MontgomeryCo. 


Forster, Henry William 


Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 


Hill, Henry Staveley (Staff’sh.) 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Magnus, Sir Philip 


Renton, Major Leslie 


Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Shackleton, David James 
Sutherland, J. E. 

Thomson, W. Mitchell-( Lanark) 
Watt, H. Anderson 
Williamson, A. 

Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart 


George H. 


t (Shrewsbury) 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Lord 
Robert Cecil and Colonel 
Lockwood. 





NOES. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 

Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) | 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Armstrong, W. C. Heaton 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Astbury, John Meir 

Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Beale, W. P. 

Benn, John Williams(Devonp’rt 
Benn, W.(T’ wrHamlets,S. Geo.) 
Billson, Alfred 

Boland, John 

Brace, William 

Bramsdon, T. A. 

Brigg, John 

Brodie, H. C. 

Brunner, J. F.L.(Lanes., Leigh) 
Bryce, J.A.(InvernessBurghs) 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cogan, Denis J. 

Corbett,C.H. (Sussex, E.Grinstd 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Cotton, Sir H. J. S. 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crosfield, A. H. 


VOL. CLIX, 


Dillon, John 
Dolan, Charles J 


Edwards, Clemer 
Essex, R. W. 


Ferens, T. R. 
Ffrench, T. R. 


Fullerton, Hugh 
Ginnell, L. 
Glover, Thomas 





Harwood, Georg 


Hayden, John P 
Hazel, Dr. A. E. 
Hazleton, Richa 


Hogan, Michael 
Hooper, A. G. 


[FourRTH SERIES. | 


Devlin, Chas. Ramsay (Galway 


Duffy, William J. 
Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 


Everett, R. Lacey 


Flavin, Michael Joseph 


Goddard, Daniel Ford 
Gulland, John W. 
Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Harvey, A. G. C. 


Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 


Herbert, Col. Ivor (Mon., 8S.) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hobart, Sir Robert 


Horniman, Emslie John 
Hudson, Walter 
Jenkins, J. 
Johnson, John (Gateshead 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 
Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Joyce, Michael 
Kelley, George D. 
Kilbride, Denis 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lamont, Norman 
Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid 
Lever, A. Levy (Essex, Harwich 
Levy, Maurice 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Lough, Thomas 
Macdonald, J. M.(FalkirkB’ghs 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
Mac Veagh, Jeremiah (Down, S. 
M‘Crae, George 
M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 
M‘Killop, W. 
Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
| Marks, G.Croydon( Launceston) 
| Marnham, F. J. 
| Meager, Michael 
Mond, A. 


oseph 


at (Denbigh) 


(Rochdale) 


e 
atrick 


rd 


| 


Hope, John Deans (Fife, West) | Money, L. G. Chiozza 


2H 
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Montgomery, H. H. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murnaghan, George 
Nicholls, George 

Nuttall, Harry 

O’ Brien, Kendal( Tipperary Mid) 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O'Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 
O’ Doherty, Philip 

O’ Dowd, Jobn 

O’Grady, J. 

O'Hare, Patrick 

O’ Malley, William 

O’Shee, James John 

Parker, James (Halifax) 
Paul, Herbert 

Paulton, James Mellor 
Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pollard, Dr. 


Mr. VIVIAN claimed, “That the Main | 


Question be now put.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 149 ; Noes, 


Abraham, William (Cork,N.E.) 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 
Anisworth, John Stirling 
Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P, (Stroud) 
Armstrong, W. C. Heaton 
Astbury, John Meir 

Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 
Beauchamp, E. 
Benn,JohnWilliams(Devonp'rt 
Benn, W.(T’ w rHamlets,S.Geo. 
Billson, Alfred 

Boland, John 

Brace, William 

Bramsdon, T. A. 

Brigg. John 

Brodie, H. C. 

Brunner,J.F. L.( Lanes., Leigh) 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cleland, J. W. 

Cogan, Denis J. 

Corbett,C. H.(Sussex, E.Grinstd) 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 
Cotton, Sir H. J. S. 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crosfield, A. H. 

Devlin, Chas. Ramsay(Galway) 
Dillon, John 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, C.( Barrow-in-Furness) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Essex, R. W. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ffrench, Peter 
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Power, Patrick Joseph 
Priestley, W. E. B.( Bradford, E. ) 
Radford, G. H. 

Rainy, A. Rolland 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Richards, Thomas(W.Monm’th 
Richardson, A. 

Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Robertson,SirG.Scott( Bradf’rd 
Robinson, 8. 

Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Rose, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Samuel, Herbert L.(Clevland) 
Seddon, J. 

Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shpiman, Dr. John G. 

Sileock, Thomas Ball 





35. 


AYES. 


Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gill, A. H. 

Ginnell, L. 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Daniel Ford 
Gulland, John W. 

Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harwood, George 

Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Hayden, John Patrick 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hazelton, Richard 

Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Herbert, Col. Ivor (Mon., S.) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hogan, Michael 

Hooper, A. G. 

Hope, John Deans (Fife, West) 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Hudson, Walter 

Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneation) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Joyce. Michael 

Kelley, George D. 

Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid 

Lever, A. Levy( Essex, Harwich) | 
Levy, Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 

Lough, Thomas 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald,J.M.(FalkirkB’ghs) 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down, 8. | 


| M‘Crae, ¢ 
| M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 


| O'Connor, T. 


| Pease, J. A 
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Simon, John Allsebrook 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Soares, Ernest J. 

Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, TheodoreC.( Radcliffe) 
Thompson, J. W.H.(Somerset,E 
Tomkinson, James 

Vivian, Henry 

Walsh, Stephen 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire} ) 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whiteley, George (York, W. R.) 
Wilkie, ‘Alexander 

Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarth’n 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Wood, T. M’Kinnon 
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TSLLERS FOR THE NogEs—Mr. 
Lever and Mr. Summerbell. 


Main Question put accordingly. 


(Division List, No. 156.) 


reorge 


M‘Killop, W. 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Marks, G.Croydon( Launceston 
Marnham, F, J 

Meagher, Michael 

Mond, A. 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 
Montgomery, H. H. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morrell, Philip 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murnaghan, George 

Nicholls, George 

Nuttall, Harry 

O’ Brien, Kendal( Tipperary Mid} 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
P. (Liverpor 1) 

O’ Doherty, Philip 

O’ Dowd, John 

O'Grady, J. 

O’ Hare, Patrick 

O’ Malley, William 

O’Shee, James John 

Parker, James (Halifax) 

Paul, Herbert 

. (Saffron Walden) 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pollard, Dr. 
Priestley, W.E.1] 
Radford, G. H. 
Rainy, A. Rolland 

Raphael, Herbert H. 
Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 


3.( Bradford, E.) 


| Redmond, William (Clare) 
| Richards, Thomas (W.Monm’th 


Richardson, -A. 
Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
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Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Robertson,SirG.Scott( Bradf’rd 
Robinson, 8. 

Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Rose, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Seddon, J. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 


Vivian, Henry 
Walsh, Stephen 
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Sileock, Thomas Ball 
Soares, Ernest J. 

Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Sutherland, J. E. 
Taylor, John W. 
Taylor, TheodoreC.( Radcliffe) 
Thompson,J.W.H.(Somerset, E 


Watt, H. Anderson 
Weir, James Galloway 
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White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whiteley, George (York, W.R.) 
Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarth’n 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 


(Durham) 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Lever and Mr. Summerbell. 





NOES. 


Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John 8S. Harmood- 
Beale, W. P. 

Bertram, Julius 

Bryce, J.A.(Inverness Burghs) 
Carlile, E. Hildred 

Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) 
Clough, W. 

Corbett. A.Cameron(Glasgow) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) 
Cross, Alexander 

Dalrymple, Viscount 


Kilbride, Denis 


Lupton, Arnold 





Reddy, M. 


Ordered, That it be an Instruction to 
the Committee on the Bill, that they shall 
provide that the Wirral Railway Company | 
shall not run any omnibus in any city, | 
borough, or other urban district provided | 
with a system of tramways or omnibuses | 
except with the consent of the local 
authority or local authorities, as the case 
may be, working such tramways or 
omnibuses.—(Ur. William Lever.) 


MUSICAL COPYRIGHT BILL. 
Order for the House to be again put 
into Committee read. 


Mr. T. P. O'CONNOR said that. be- 
fore any hon. Member objected he should 
like to make a statement. The hon. 
Member for Loughboro’ had asked him 
to put in a proviso excluding perfor- 
ated music from the operation of 
the Bill, and he had consented to do 
He had also consented that if the | 
House would give him that stage that | 
night to give further consideration to | 
any suggested Amendments. 


50. 


Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 


Mr. CatpweELt (Lanarkshire, Mid.) 


in the Chair. 


Davies, David(MontgomeryCo. 
Finch, Rt. Hon. 
Forster, Henry William 

Hay, Hon. Claude George 

Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 
Hill, Henry Staveley(Staff’sh. ) 


Lamont, Norman 
Lockwood, Rt. Hn. Lt.-Col. A. R. 


Magnus, Sir Philip 
Paulton, James Mellor 


| word ‘ music’ 
| of any musical work, or has in nis possession 
| any plates for the purpose of printing or repro- 


Renton, Major Leslie 
Ridsdale, E. A. 

Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Simon, John Allsebrook 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Turnour, Viscount 

White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
Williamson, A. 

Wortley, Rt.Hon.C. B. Stuart- 


George H. 





| TELLERS FoR THE NOES—Mr. 
| Watson tutherford and 
Mr. Mitchell-Thomson. 


Toe UNDER-SECRETARY or STATE 


'ror THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. 


HERBERT SAMUEL, Yorkshire, Cleveland) 
moved an Amendment standing in the 
name of the Home Secretary. 


Amendment proposed — 


“Tn 1, line 6, to leave out the 


page 
and insert the words ‘copies 


ducing pirated copies of any musical work ’.”— 
(Mr. Herbert Samuel.) 


(Question proposed, “That the word 


‘music’ stand part of the clause.” 


Mr. T. P. O; CONNOR said he accepted 
the Amendment. 


Question put, and negatived. 


Question proposed, “That the words 
‘copies of any musical work, or has in 
his possession any plates for the purpose 
of printing or reproducing pirated copies 
of any musical work’ be there inserted.” 


*Mr. LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Sleaford) 
thought the Bill ought to be discussed. 
The matter was of considerable import 
ance, and he did not understand why it 
should be passed through without debate. 


j 
Sir FREDERICK BANBURY asked 


whether it was in order for an hon. Member 





Clause 1 :— 


'to make a speech at this period of the 
' evening. 
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Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL appealed to 
the hon. Member to allow the Bill to 
proceed. The Government 
anxious that it should pass with necessary 
Amendments. 


*Mr. LUPTON said he thought the Bill 
was a highly discreditable one for the 
Government to pass. 


Adjournment 


Mr. T. P. O};CONNOR said the Amend- 
ment he had accepted was purely of a 
verbal character and the hon. Gentleman’s 
point could be raised on the next Amend- 
ment when he would endeavour to meet 
him. 


{COMMONS} 


were very | 





of the House. 


| Deputy-Chairman left the Chair to make 
his Report to the House. 


912 


On Mr. SPEAKER taking the Chair— 


Mr. T. P. O°;CONNOR said he wished to 
call attention to a question of order which 
had just arisen. An hon. Member opposite 
was suggesting some reason why the Bill 
under discussion should be more care- 
fully considered, and he (Mr. O’Connor) 
was prepared to answer the hon. Member 
when the hon. Gentleman oceupying the 
Chair for the moment on his own initia- 
tive asked the hon. Member whether he 
objected to the progress of the Bill or not, 
practically putting the suggestion into 
the mouth of the hon. Member. 


*Mr. LUPTON said he was perfectly | 


willing to meet the hon. Gentleman and 
discuss the measure with him, but he had 
already made one or two suggestions 
with which the hon. Gentleman had not 
agreed. He was anxious to defend the 
rights of all, the music publisher, the 
composer, the public, and the agents. 


Mr. SOARES (Devonshire, Barnstaple) 
appealed to the hon. Member to let the Bill 
go through this stage. 


*Mr. LUPTON said if the hon. Gentle- 
man in charge of the Bill wanted him to 


withdraw his opposition he would meet | 


him and discuss the matter and try and 
make the Bill one that would be a credit 
to the House. 


*THe DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN : 
the hon. Member object to its proceeding 
or not ? 


Mr. T. P. O'CONNOR objected most 
strongly to such a Question being put 
from the Chair. 


*THE DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN said it 
was a perfectly proper Question to ask 
and was a question frequently asked by 
Mr. Speaker. If there was any objection, 
discussion must end. 


*Mr. LUPTON stated that he did 
object to proceeding with the Bill, and 
that he had said so at the opening of his 
remarks and all along. 


And, it being after Eleven of the 
clock on Tuesday evening, and objection 
being taken to further proceeding, the 


| 
Does | 


Mr. FLAVIN (Kerry, N.) asked, before 
Mr. Speaker replied, whether it was in 
order for the Chairman to leave the 
Chair without progress being reported. 


*Mr. SPEAKER said he was not a 
Court of Appeal from either the Chairman 
or Deputy-Chairman of Committees. He 
was quite sure the Deputy - Chairman 
acted impartially when ir. the Chair. 
What he understood the proper practice 
to be was that after eleven o’clock opposed 
business could not be taken. The Ques- 
tion was, was the Bill opposed or not. 
If an hon. Member said he opposed, 
the Bll could not proceed. He believed 
he had been guilty himself of putting the 
| Question, “Do you object ?” 


Committee report Progress. To sit 
again this day. 


INCLOSURES (COUNTY OF CUMBER. 
LAND), 

Return ordered, “showing (1) the 
number of Inclosures of common land 
made under the Inclosures Acts from 
1845 to 1899 in the County of Cumber- 
land; (2) list of parishes within which 
such lands are wholly or partly situate ; 
(3) total acreage of such Inclosures ; 
(4) average acreage of such Inclosures.” 
—(Mr. Fullerton.) 


And, it being after half-past Eleven of 
the clock on Tuesday evening, Mr. 
SPEAKER adjourned the House without 
Question put. 


Adjourned at three minutes after 
One o'clock. 
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913 Petitions. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. |! 


{27 June 1906} 


Petitions. d14 
Penllwyn Railway and Koad Bill 
|[Lords]. Reported, with Amendments ; 


Wednesday, 27th June, 1906. 


The House met at a quarter before 


Three of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Bombay, Baroda, and Central India 
Railway Bill [Lords]. As amended, con- 
sidered ; to be read the third time. 





2 
3 
3 
v 
. 
5 


Hampstead Garden Suburb Bill. As 
amended, considered. Ordered, That 
Standing Orders 223 and 243 be sus- 
pended, and that the Bill be now read 
‘the third time.—(7he Chairman of Ways 
° and Means.) 


s 


N 
s 
> 
© 
2 
Ny 
S 
° 
5 
h 


nea Lee. 


> Bill accordingly read the third time, and 
S passed. 


S Hull and Barnsley and Great Central 
: Railway Companies Bill [Lords]. As 
“ amended, considered ; to be read the third 
* time. 

: Hull and Barnsley Railway (Steam 
: Vessels) Bill {[Lords]: As amended, con- 
‘ sidered ; an Amendment made ; Bill to be 


‘read the third time. 












Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Tram- 
; ways Bill [Lords]. As amended, con- 
. sidered ; to be read the third time. 


Sheffield District Railway Bill [Lords]. 
As amended, to be considered upon Friday. | 


Trent Navigation Company Bill | 
‘{Lords|. As amended, considered ; to be 


sread the third time. 

Alexandra (Newport and South Wales) | 
Docks and Railway Bill [Lords] ; Dover | 
Corporation Bill [Lords] ; Folkestone and | 
District Electricity Supply Bill [ Lords] ; 
Portsmouth Water Bill [Lords]. Read a 
second time, and committed. 


South Eastern and London, Chatham, 
and Dover Railways Bill {Lords}. To be 
read a second time to-morrow. 


Truro Gas Bill [Lords]. Read a second 
time, and committed. 
VOL, CLIX. [FourtH SErizs. } 
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Report to lie upon the Table, and to be 
printed. 


PETITIONS. 


ADVERTISEMENTS REGULATION BILL. 
Petition from Wandsworth, for altera- 
tion of Law ; to lie upon the Table. 


EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 
sILL. 

Petitions against; from Cradley ; 
Ferring ; Gonalston ; Kingston (Sussex) ; 
Preston, East ; Tuck Hill, Alveley ; War- 
leggan ; Warnham ; and Wimbledon ; to 
lie upon the Table. 


EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 
BILL (RELIGLOUS TEACHING). 

Petitions against alteration of Law; 
from Aldershot ; Bolton (two); Criftins 
(two) ; Ellesborough (two) ; Facit (two) ; 
Martindale; North Ockendon ; Sander- 
stead ; Shawforth (two); and, Tardebigge; 
to lie upon the Table. 


EDUCATION (PROVISION OF MEALS) 
(SCOTLAND) BILL. 


Petitions from Glasgow, against ; to lie 
upon the Table. 


INFANT LIFE PROTECTION. 
Petitions for alteration of Law; from 


sristol ; and, Leicester; to lie upon the 
Table. 


MUNICIPAL POWERS BILL. 
Petition from Cheltenham, against ; to 


lie upon the Table. 


POISONS AND PHARMACY BILL 
[Lorps]. 

Petitions for alteration; from Bristol, 
srixton (two); Carmarthen and 
Llanelly {two); Glasgow; Harrow ; 
Lancaster; Midlothian (two); Preston 
(two); Walthamstow ; Wanstead ; West 
Sussex ; and, Wimbledon ; to lie upon the 
Table. 


STREET BETTING BILL. 
Petition from Wandsworth, in favour ; 
to lie upon the Table, 
21 
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STREET BETTING BILL [Lorps]. 

Petition from Wandsworth, in favour ; 
to lie upon the Table. 


SUNDAY TRADING (SCOTLAND) BILL. 
Petition from Glasgow, in favour; to 
lie upon the Table. 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION BILL. 
Petition from Glasgow, for alteration ; 


to lie upon the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
BOARD OF EDUCATION. 
Paper [presented 26th June] to be 


printed. [No. 217.] 
MALTA. 
Copy presented, of Correspondence 


between the Governor and the 
bishop-Bishop of Malta in regard to the 
holding of Protestant Mission Services at 
the Theatre Royal, Malta [by Command] ; 
to lie upon the Table. 


PAPER LAID UPON THE TABLE BY 
THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE. 
Clergy Discipline Act. Copy of Addi- 
tional Rules under the Clergy Discipline 
Act, 1892, dated 25th June, 1906 [by Act]. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Poisons and Pharmacy Bill—Suggested 
Reference to a Select Committee. 

Mr. WINFREY (Norfolk, 8.W.): To 
ask the Prime Minister whether, having 
regard to the fact that, in addition to the 
Government Poisons and Pharmacy Bill, 
there is in the House another Bill for 
amending the Pharmacy Acts, and that 
both Bills are objected to in their present 
form, he will arrange for the two Bills to 
be referred to a Select Committee, so that 
a full investigation of the subject matter 
of the Bills may be assured. 


Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) | 
My right hon. friend has asked me to 
answer this Question. I do not think | 
there is any need to refer the two Bills to 
a Select Committee. The points needing 
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| detailed investigation have already been 


| fully considered by a Departmental Com. 
mittee, and the facts relating to the 


questions arising on Clause 4 of the 


Poisons and Pha armacy Bill are already 
fully known and do not require further 
inv estigation by a Committee. 


Publication of Evidence of Committee 
on Accounts of Local Authorities, 
Mr. RADFORD (Islington, E.): To 

ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board if he will cause the Proceed- 
ings and Minutes of Evidence already 
taken by the Departmental Committee on 
the Accounts of Local Authorities to be 
printed and published during the Parlia- 
mentary recess; and if he will subse- 
quently arrange that representatives of 
the Press be admitted to any future 
sittings of the Committee. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) It rests 
with the Committee to determine on their 
procedure, and I understand that they 
decided, at their first meeting, that it 
would be undesirable to publish — the 
evidence taken by them until the conclu- 
sion of their inquiry, or to admit 
representatives of the Press to their 
meetings, 


Transvaal Law Affecting Trustees and 
Estate Duty. 

Mr. GROVE (Northamptonshire, S.): 
To ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies whether he is aware that, on 
the death of a trustee in the Transvaal of 
‘nglish domicile, succession and estate 
duty is levied, although no change in the 
beneficial enjoyment of the property is 
involved ; and whether he will take steps 
to bring about an alteration in the laws 
affecting trusts, and so remove the dis- 
abilities under which English subjects 
holding property in the Transvaal suffer. 


(Answered by Mr, Churchill.) 1 believe 
that it is the practice in the Transvaal to 
levy duty in the circumstances described 
by the hon. Member. _ I will communicate 
with the Governor upon the matter. 


Translation into Chinese of Government 
oclamations. 

Mr. ESSEX (Gloucestershire, Ciren- 
cester) : To ask the Under-Secretary of 
State for the Colonies whether, in view 
‘of the differences in the dialects used at 
| the various ports of the Chinese Empire 
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17 Questions, 
from which coolies have been and are 
being recruited into South Africa, and 
that a proclamation in literary Chinese or 
any one of the various Chinese local 
dialects would probably be unintelligible 
tomany of the labourers, even when such 
are at all able to read, he will have steps 
taken to insure that the intentions of the 
Imperial Government are clearly under- 
stood by the coolies. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) Inquiry 
will be made as to what further steps 
may be necessary to ensure that the 
coolies understand the offer made to them. 


Attacks on Jews in Russia. 

Mr. STRAUS (Tower Hamlets, Mile 
End): To ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether he could see his 
way to instruct the British Ambassador 
at St. Petersburg to report fully as soon 
as possible upon the circumstances of the 
recent attacks on the Jews in Russia ; 
and whether such Report could be pre- 
sented to the House at an early date. 

(Answered by Secretary Sir Edward 
firey.) It would not be desirable that 
such Reports should be published hy His 
Majesty’s Government. 


British Insurance Companies and 
Mortgages on Irish Land. 

Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick) : ‘To 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
whether he will issue instructions and 
call upon all British insurance companies 
holding mortgages on Irish land to submit 
particulars as to these mortgages, the 
conditions, the amounts, and the rate of 
interest charged. 


(Answered by Mr, Lloyd-George.) This 
information is not required to be shown 
by the companies in their statutory 
Returns to the Board of Trade, and the 
Board have no power under the Life 
Assurance Companies Acts to call for it. 


Protection of Life Insurance Policy 
Holders. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the President of 
the Board of Trade whether he can state 
what steps the Government intend to 
take respecting the action of the trustees 
ind the governing bodies of insurance 
companies for the protection of their 
policy holders. 


{27 June 1906} 





(Questions. 918 


(Answered bu Mr. Lloyd-George., The 
Life Assurance Companies Acts do not 
give the Board of Trade any powers with 
regard to the trustees or governing 
bodies of insurance companies, and, as at 
present advised, I have no intention of 
initiating fresh legislation for the purpose. 


Brakes on Electric Cars. 

Mr. T. DAVIES (Fulham): To ask 
the President of the Board of Trade 
whether his attention has been drawn to 
the accident which occurred to an electric 
tram-car near Highgate Archway on 
Saturday last, resulting in the death of 
several persons ; and whether, in view of 
similar accidents of late to cars on steep 
gradients, he will consider the advisa- 
hility of instituting an inquiry in order 
that he may, if he thinks necessary, make 
more stringent regulations as to brakes 
of cars running over very steep gradients 
such as this. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-Ceorge.) An 
inquiry into this sad accident will be 
held on behalf of the Board of Trade by 
the chief inspecting officer of railways, 
and the Question to which my hon. friend 
draws attention will certainly receive very 
careful consideration. 


Damage to Crops by Motor Traffic. 

Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) : 
To ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board what steps he intends taking 
in order to abate the damage to crops and 
nuisance to the publie resulting from 
motor traffic upon through roads, such as 
that leading from Shrewsbury to the 
Welsh coast. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) 1 have 
received complaints as to the damage and 
nuisance caused by the dust raised by 
motor cars, and I have communicated 
them to the Royal Commission on Motor 
Cars for their consideration. 


Water Supply for Cottages at Baily Hill, 
irdbrook, Essex. 

Mr. C. E. SCHWANN (Manchester, 
N.): To ask the President of the Local 
Government Board if he has been able to 
ascertain from the Bumpstead Rural 
District Council whether they have ex- 
hausted their powers under The Public 
Health (Water) Act, 1878, in the unsuc- 
cessful attempt made by them to secure 


oe 
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a proper supply of water for the nine | due to an inadvertent confusion of that 
cottages at Baily Hill, Birdbrook, Essex, | matter with the regulations then being 
whose sole supply at present consists of | drafted in respect of the other new grant 
polluted pond water; and whether, if for necessitous areas, which were issued a 
this be the case, he will consider the few days later. I am unable to-day to 
advisability of introducing some amend- | make any statement in regard to the dis- 
ment of the law affecting rural water tribution of the £1,000,000. It will 
supplies, | necessarily be affected to a certain extent 
| by the decision arrived at only yesterday 
(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) have | in this House, that local authorities may, 
received from the rural district council a|in defined circumstances, be relieved of 
copy of the Report made by the medical | the duty of maintaining a certain limited 
officer of health on this subject. /number of schools, and will also be pre- 
understand that there is a well within | cluded from taking any financial burden 
200 yards of the cottages from which the | (which might have occurred under the 
occupiers might obtain water, but that | Bill as introduced) in respect of certain 
there are certain difficulties in their other schools in the shape of payments 
using the well, and there is the quality of | for rent. 
the water to be considered. [ am still in| 
communication with the rural district | Dismissed Employees Trading in Opposi- 


_ 


council on the matter. | tion to their late Employers— 
| Suggested Legislation. 

Education Bill—Government Amend- $$ Mr. HODGE (Lancashire, Gorton): 

ments to Clause 6. To ask Mr. Attorney-General whether 


| e ° 
his attention has been called to cases 


versity): To ask the President of the | recently decided, enforcing agreements 
Board of Education when he will publish | restraining canvassers and other en- 
his Amendments to Clause 6 of the Edu- | ployees from following after they have 
cation Bill. left their employment by summary 
dismissal or otherwise a similar calling 
(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) My under- within a wide area round large and im- 
taking was that the Committee should be | portant towns in the north of England; 
left perfectly free to decide whether | and whether he will consider the advisa- 
Clause 6 should remain as in the Bill, or | bility of introducing legislation to deal 
should be altered so as to require the at- | with this matter. 
tendance at the schoolhouse of every. 
child during the time allotted to religious | (Answered by Sir Lawson Walton.) My 
instruction. This will be done either | attention has been called to the cases 
upon one of the Amendments already on | referred to. The rule of law provides 
the Paper or upon some other Amendment that the Court shall say whether the re- 
which will effect the purpose. striction upon the further employment of 
a canvasser, or other agent, after the end 
of his service is greater than is reasonably 
necessary for the protection of the em- 
ployer whose service he has left. This is, 
in my opinion, sound, but the application 


Mr. RAWLINSON (Cambridge Uni- 


Education Bill—Financial Proposals. 

Mr. RAWLINSON: To ask the 
President of the Board of Education when | 
he will publish the rules for the distribu- |" : is ie 
tion of the million pounds referred to in ot the rule may vary In different mer 
Clause 12 of the Education Bill, and /and if the decisions of the County Courts 
promised by him on 12th May last. (or other tribunals are unsatisfactory, 
: i there is a remedy by appeal. I do not 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) It was by <0 90 there is necessity for further legis 
~ | dation. 


an oversight in my office, for which I ex- | 

press regret, that the hope was expressed | , 
: ‘ at 

by me (it was not a promise, as the hon. Donegal County Council and Army Me 


; Contracts. 
Member suggests), cn 10th May? that | , / 
ey, Magy G SWIFT MACNEILL oval 
the regulations for the distribution of | g ne gee oe — 
the £1,000,000 under Clause 12 of the .. 1 es ak — conkailie 
Bill would be issued very shortly ; it was | {*" ™ bother NO has received & Feed 
; a from the Donegal County Council pro- 


testing against the change recently made 





iiniaainghiandinesemiataae | 
fT See (4) Debates, elvi., 1479. | 
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in the Army meat tender form, under | stores at Pimlico and at Weedon, though 
which contractors can supply foreign the work carried out.in each locality is 
meat killed at the port of disembarkation practically the same, he can see his way 
instead of native home-bred meat, which to grant an annual increment in each case, 
was guaranteed by the late Government especially in view of the fact that the 
some years ago, and also protesting rents at Weedon, since 1902, have in- 
against the feeding of Army horses on creased more than 20 per cent. 

foreign oats, straw and hay, and calling | 
upon the Secretary of State for War to | 
reconsider his decisions on these subjects 
in the interests of the taxpayers, rate- 
payers and employers of the three king- 
doms ; what reply has he given to this 
resolution ; and what steps, if any, does 
he propose to take to fulfil official QUESTIONS IN FHE HOUSE. 
promises which have been violated by the 
new arrangements. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
An application for increase of pay at 
Weedon has been received and is under 
consideration. 


| Admiralty Plag List. 

(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis): I beg 
The resolution mentioned has been re-| to ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
ceived and acknowledged. It is not! whether he can see his way to publishing 
proposed to depart from the decisions in the Report of the Committee presided 
regard to these matters which have been | oyer by Lord Goschen in 1902. which 
already communicated to the House. | Lord Selborne informed Postlanssad was 
i ; to assist the Admiralty in devising a 
Tidworth Barracks— Scavenging Tenders. remedy for the absence from the Flag 

Mr. MORSE (Wilts, Wilton): Toask| List of a due proportion of younger 
the Secretary of State for War what is] officers. ? ; 
the meaning of Clause 3 of the form of 
tender for scavenging, issued for 26th} Tur SECRETARY to tae ADMIR- 
August, 1903, at Tidworth Barracks; is} ALTY (Mr. EpmunpD RKopertson, Dun- 
the contractor entitled to be paid the} dee): The question of the publication of 
scheduled price on the basis of the num-| the report of Lord Goschen’s Committee 
ber of men for the accommodation of | has been decided on several occasions by 
whom the barracks were constructed, or] previous Boards of Admiralty in the 
must it be calculated on the number of| negative. The present Board do not 
men actually in the barracks. intend to reverse the decision of their 
predecessors. 


(Answered by Mr. Seeretary Haldane.) 
Under the contract referred to, the con- Mr. BELLAIRS: Is the hon. Gentle- 
tractor is entitled to receive payment on} man aware that Lord Selborne twice 
the number of men in barracks, irre-| intimated to Parliament an intention to 
spective of the number the barracks are} reduce the age for promotion, while he 
constructed to hold. Clause 3, which | himself said yesterday it had been raised 
formed part of the contract in force prior | for senior officers 
to 1903, was inadvertently retained in the 
new one. If this clause was considered| Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON : I do 
binding, the first part of it would reduce | not remember anything about Lord 
the rate now payable to one-half, a| Selborne’s statement and I did not mean 
result clearly unacceptable to the con-| to intimate that the age had been raised. 
tractor. I may add that the schedule of 
the contract clearly showed that the Discharges from Woolwich Arsenal. 
tender was for the removal of rubbish, Mr. CROOKS (Woolwich): I beg to 
ste, at so much per 100 men per month. | ask the Secretary of State for War how 
many, if any, men it is proposed to 
Government Writers’ Wages at Weedon. discharge from the Arsenal, Woolwich, 

Mr. GROVE: To ask the Secretary of | and why are notices being served upon 
State for War whether, if it is at present} men of long service who have been 
hecessary to make a distinction between | working three-quarter time for six 
the pay of the writers in the Government | months ; is it possible to say when the 
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men will resume full time again, in view 
of the amount taken in the Estimates for 
the year. 


Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror 
WAR (Mr. HALDANE, Haddingtonshire) : 
It is difficult at the present moment to 
estimate the number of discharges which 
will be necessary but it is hoped that 
they will not exceed 320 men and boys. 
The least efficient men will be discharged 
first. In many cases with long service 
men there is no suitable work on which 
they can be employed, and their discharge 
is consequently unavoidable. It is not 
clear to which shop the latter part of the 
question refers, but in the shell factory 
there is no present prospect of resuming 
full time. 


Questoons. 


Fourth Battalion Worcestershire 
egiment. 

Mr. ASHLEY (Lancashire, Black- 
pool): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for War on what date the 4th 
Battalion Worcestershire Regiment. left 


Egypt. 


Mr. HALDANE: This battalion left 
Egypt on the 9th June. 


British Central Africa—Labour Contracts. 

*Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) : 
I beg to ask the Under-Secretary of 
State for the Colonies whether it is pro- 
posed to introduce any method of enfore- 
ing contraets for labour in British Central 
Africa otherwise than by a civil suit under 
the existing law. 


THE UNDER-SECRETARY or STATE 
FOR THE COLONIES (Mr. CHURCHILL, 
Manchester, N.W.): The question whether 
magistrates shall not be given power to 
inflict penalties on natives for breach of 
contract, similar to those exercised by 
magistrates in some of the South African 
colonies, is under the consideration of the 
Commissioner whose recommendations 
will be submitted for the approval of the 
Secretary of State. 


Canadian Emigration Bounties. 

Mr. HAZLETON (Galway, N.): I 
beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies whether he will inquire 
from the Canadian Government how long 
its system of paying £1 per head to 
shipping agents in Ireland for emigrants 
to Canada has been in force ; what is the 
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total amount of money that has been 
expended in this way in Ireland by the 
Canadian Government ; and whether the 
Canadian Government will supply infor. 
mation as to the names and addresses of 
those shipping agents in Ireland to whom 
it has paid any such money during the 
past five years. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Canadian 
Government will be asked for the infor- 
mation which the hon. Member desires 
to obtain, 


Ceylon Pearl Fisheries. 

Mr. SMEATON (Stirlingshire): I heg 
to ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies whether he can explain the 
under which the late 


1905, on the eve of the general election, 
sent to the Governor of Ceylon a Draft 
Ordinance, prepared by himself, sanction- 
ing the lease of the pearl fisheries for 
twenty years at an annual rental of 
£20,666 to a London Company, and 


| expressing the hope that the Legislative 


| Council 








would pass the Ordinance ; 
whether it is usual to exercise such 
pressure in a matter of purely domestic 
concern to the Colony and in no way of 
an Imperial character ; why the Ordinance 
was not left to be prepared and published 
in the ordinary way by the responsible 
authorities in the Colony; why the 
words with the advice * * * of the 
Legislative Council were inserted in 
the Preamble to the Ordinance, seeing 
that the Legislative Council do not 
appear to have been asked for nor to 
have given advice, and, seeing that only 
the official Executive Council were con- 
sulted, why the lease was antedated 
January Ist, 1906, although the Ordi- 
nance was not passed till February 27th: 
and whether this antedating has resulted 
in the surrender of over £30,000 of 
Colonial revenue to the lessees ; how it 
is that, although tenders for the con- 
cession were not invited and no official 
publicity was given to it, a number of 
persons of various nationalities interested 
in the Transvaal gold mines were enabled 
to learn of the value of the concession 
and to obtain shares in it. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The correspond- 
ence presented to Parliament shows that 
the late Secretary of State forwarded a 
draft. of the lease to the Governor on 
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October 4th last, when he stated that the 
solicitors on both sides would now prepare 
a preliminary agreement and revise the 
draft lease from a legal point of view. 
This was done, and the documents were 
sent out on December Ist. The reasons 
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| Mr. CHURCHILL: I think it is un- 
| necessary to say he took no part in the 
| negotiations leading to this lease during 
ithe time he was Governor. More than 
|a year elapsed between his leaving Ceylon 
| and the granting of the lease. 


(Questions. 


for expressing the hope that the Legis- | 


lative Council would pass the measure 
are given in the despatch itself, and the 
Secretary of State does not consider that 
any undue pressure was put on the 
Council. A condition of the provisional 
agreement was that the lease should be 
confirmed by a special Ordinance to be 
passed in the terms set out in a schedule 
to the agreement. The draft 
Ordinance was, therefore, 
prepared in this country. The words 
are a necessary part of any legislative 
enactment. It was expected that a 
decision would be taken before the 
beginning of this year’s fishery, but it 
was understood throughout the negotia- 


tions that, if this should prove impracti- | 


cable, the fishery of 1906 would be 


conducted by the Government on account | 


of the syndicate. The Ceylon Govern- 
ment intormed the Legislature on the 


| Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, S.) 
'said the question was—Did he utilise 
‘his knowledge obtained as Governor in 
‘arranging the lease, and was that right 
| and proper 1 


[No Answer was returned. | 


of the | 
necessarily | 


Pay of Officers in India. 


Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS (Denbigh- 
shire, W.): I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for India whether he will state 
in how many departments the rates of 
pay of the superior officers in India have 
_ been increased during the last four years ; 
what is the number of officers in each 
department benefiting by the new rates ; 
and what is the additional annual charge 
| imposed upon the revenues of India by 
| these increases. 


Second Reading of the Ordinance that | 


if it was passed, the lease would be 
antedated to January Ist, 1906. 
add that this arrangement enables the 
company to have the advantage of earlier 
possession of the lease, which will termi- 
nate a year earlier. The allotment of 
shares in the company is a matter which 
concerns the directors, and the Secretary 
of State can obviously have no informa- 


tion as to the advantages which enabled | 


or the reasons which induced any par- 
ticular individuals to apply for shares. 


Mr. SMEATON asked why was such 
secrecy observed throughout the negotia- 
tions down to the end of 1905; how was 
it that the people of the colony only 
ascertained that the lease was about to 
be granted through rumours in circula- 
tion; and why at the Third Reading of 
the Bill was discussion of the details of 
the lease not permitted ? 


Mr. SPEAKER said notice should be 
given of Questions on matters of detail. 


Mr. CHARLES HOBHOUSE (Bristol, 
E.) asked whether Sir West Ridgeway 
took any part in the negotiations during 
the term of his Governorship. 


I may | 


THe SECRETARY or STATE For 
INDIA (Mr. Mor ey, Montrose Burghs) : 
I will ask the Government of India to 
prepare a statement giving the informa- 
tion asked for. 


Indian Government Appointments. 

Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS : I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for India 
whether he will lay upon the Table a 
| Return showing all new posts with a 
salary of £400 and upwards a year, 
created by the Government of India 
during the last seven years, together with 
the names of the officers at present holding 
these appointments. 


Mr. MORLEY: The labour involved 
in preparing a Return for seven years 
would be very great, but I have no ob- 
jection to giving lists of appointments 
/and salaries for the last four years, as in 
|the Return asked for in the previous 
| Question. Owing to the changes con- 
| stantly taking place in the personnel list 
| of the names of the officers holding the 
| appointments would be of slight value, 
‘and I do not propose to include them. 
Lists are periodically published from 
' which they may be ascertained. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Indian Excise Administration. 
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| breaches of the peace between Hindoos 


Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS: I beg to | 1d Mahomedans ! 
ask the Secretary of State for. India | 


whether the Report of the Committee | 
appointed to inquire into the Excise Ad- | 


ministration in India has been considered 
by the Government of India; and 
whether this Report, with a summary of 
the evidence, will be circulated to Mem- 
bers of Parliament before the debate upon 
the Indian Budget. 


Mr. MORLEY: I have ascertained 
from the Government of India that the 
Report has not yet reached them, and 


that it is now not expected to be ready | U ) 
province evinced by a_ section of the 


until at earliest the end of July. 


Public Processions in Bengal. 
Dr. RUTHERFORD 
Brentford): I beg to ask the Secretary 


of State for India whether his attention | 


has been drawn to the fact that, acting 


under the recent circular of the Govern- | 


ment of Eastern Bengal and Assam, 


Mr. MORLEY: I do not know the 
origin of the phrase, but I will inquire, 


The Partition of Bengal. 


*Mr. REES: [beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for India whether he will lay 
upon the Table any despatch or papers 
which will illustrate the ditticulties with 
which the Government of the new 
province of Eastern Bengal has had to 
contend in consequence of the different 
attitude towards the creation of that 


Hindus, who are the minority, and by 


| the Mahomedans, who are the majority 


(Middlesex, | 


of the population. 


Mr. MORLEY: As soon as I receive 
full official reports on this subject, for 
which I have telegraphed to the Govern- 


'ment of India, I will at once consider the 


which revokes the orders prohibiting the | 


ery of “ Bande Materam,” but authorises 


the police to require by general and special | 


notice that licences should be taken for 


processions in public places, the district | : : 
superintendent of police of Rungpore has | 2k Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 


| what 


issued a notice that licences are to be 
taken for every procession and every 
mecting to be held in a public place ; 
and whether in view of the pledges given 
to this House restoring to the people 
of the province the right of public pro. 


cessions and public meetings, subject | 


only to interference to stay actual or | 


imminent breaches of the peace, he 
proposes to take any action in the matter. 


question of laying Papers on the Table. 


Estate Duties. 
Mr. SEARS (Cheltenham) : 


I beg to 
other duties than the formal 
business connected with estate duties are 
performed at probate registries; and 
what there is in such duties which collec- 
tors of Inland Revenue and their staff 
would not be competent to undertake. 


I beg further to ask Mr. Chancellor of 


the Exchequer whether his attention has 


Mr. MORLEY : The special restrictions | 


on processions having been withdrawn, 


the instructions of the Local Government | 
are that licences under the ordinary law | 


should not be withheld unless there is 
a serious risk of disturbance of public 
tranquillity. 
to the case described in the Question, 
but I will take whatever steps may 
appear to me necessary to ensure that 


these instructions are not disregarded. | 


*Mr. REES: Was not the cry “ Bande 
Mataram” originally assigned as a war 


cry to the Hindoo Sanyasis who rose | 


against the Government in Bengal, and 
is not its use therefore likely to induce 


been drawn to the annual cost of the 
Government Estate Duty Office at 
Somerset House, which is £97,367, and 
to the fact that under the same roof, and 
subject to private patronage, there is the 
Principal Probate Registry, at an annual 
cost of £34,956, with officials not respon- 


sible to the Government; that in the 


I have no information as 


latter office there is one registrar, at 4 
salary of £1,600 a year, and two others, 
with salaries rising to £1,500 a year; 
that only routine duties are performed, 
which are more highly paid than in the 
Estate Duties Office, where the real work 
is done, the head of which is in receipt 
of £1,200 a year; will he inquire into 
the matter and take steps to end the 
Probate Registry and to effect a saving 
of public money. 
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THE CHANCELLOR or THE EX-! use was made of the local knowledge 
CHEQUER (Mr. AsquirTH, Fifeshire, E.) : | 


I would ask my hon. friend to allow me to 
reply to the two Questions as one. 
duties of the Registrars and other officers 
of the Principal Probate Registry are 


The | 


absolutely distinct from those of the. 


officers of the Estate Duty Office and 
necessitate considerable technical know- 
ledge of the law. 


The duties include | 


dealing with applications for representa- | 
tions to the estates of deceased persons, | 
of the owner; had the purchase been 
, effected sooner, the valuation would have 


which involve questions of validity of 
wills, domicile and foreign law, hear- 
ing summonses in probate actions and 
divorce suits, taxation of costs, passing 


| been 


administrators’ and receivers’ accounts, | 


and dealing with references as to alimony, 


| 


variation of settlements and ownership of | 
property under the Married Women’s | 
Property Acts, and completion of Orders | 


made by the Court. The officers in the 


District Probate Registries have similar | 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 


duties as to application for grants of 
probate in the district registries. 
Mr. 


SEARS: I beg to ask Mr, 


available. The particular item of pro- 
perty alluded to in the Question consisted 
of the interest in an enterprise of a pre- 
carious kind, the value of which lay 
almost entirely in good will. To deter- 
mine the market value of such a property 
must necessarily be speculative, and it 
was of course impossible to foresee that a 
company would be formed to take over 
the business. This, in fact, did not occur 
till more than two years after the death 


corrected. As there appears no 
ground for questioning the correctness of 
the values assigned to the remaining 
items of the estate in question, I see no 
reason for adopting the unusual course of 
disclosing particulars in regard to them. 


Discharges of Criminal Lunatics. 
Mr. MARNHAM (Surrey, Chertsey) : 


the Home Department whether, in view 


|of the recent murder at Camberley, and 


Chancellor of the Exchequer whether he | 


has any official information showing that 
the examination of estate affidavits, at 
headquarters, and the disregard of local 
knowledge possessed by Revenue officers, 


| 


is responsible for leakage of revenue, | 


especially in a case in which duty was 


paid on £132,300 in 1898, in respect of | 
an estate which, in 1900, was floated | 


with a capital of £450,000, when profits 


were sufficient to pay all preference | 
| care in discharging criminal lunatics from 


charges and give & per cent. to ordinary 
shareholders and to provide for a reserve 
fund ; will he say what inquiry was made 
at the time in this case, in which the loss 
to the revenue appears to have been 
something like £20,000; will he 
whether the sum of £450,000 represents 
the whole value of the estate in question ; 


Say | 


the propinquity of His Majesty’s Broad- 
moor Criminal Lunatic Asylum, greater 
care will in future be taken to ascertain 
that prisoners before being discharged 
can, with safety to the general public, be 


| allowed at large. 


*THE SECRETARY or STATE ror 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. 
GLADSTONE, Leeds, W.): I can assure the 
hon. Member that there is no ground for 
the suggestion that there is any want of 
contined 


Broadmoor. If a lwmatic is 


| “during His Majesty’s pleasure ”—so that 
| he can be discharged only by the Secre- 
| tary of State’s order—-the utmost care is 


if not, what was the declared value of | 


the remainder; what inquiry was made 
in respect of it ; how such inquiry came 
about, and what was the result; and will 
he cause inquiries to be made as_ to 
whether there have been any other cases 
of inaccurate Returns to which the 
attention of the department has been 
drawn. 


Mr. ASQUITH : In the case to which 


| There 


my hon, friend refers, extreme care was | 


taken by those responsible to arrive at a 
correct valuation of the estate, and full 


taken (in the few cases where the ques- 
tion of release can be entertained at all) 
to ascertain that the patient’s recovery is 
of a permanent character, and that he can 
he allowed at large without danger to the 
public. An undertaking is obtained 
trom some trustworthy relative or other 
person to look after the patient and to 
report peviodically how he is, and, if any 
sign of relapse is reported, the discharge 
is revoked and the patient brought back. 
are, however, some criminal 
lunaties not detained during His Majesty’s 
pleasure, but under sentence for a definite 
term only. These cannot, generally 
speaking, be detained in Broadmoor after 
the sentence expires: they have to be 
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removed to local asylums and then come 
under the ordinary lunacy law, and I 
have no longer any control over. their 
discharge, which rests with the local 
asylum authorities. 


Tramcar Accidents. 

Mr. MYER (Lambeth, N.): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department whether, in view of the 
recent accident occasioned hy an electric 
tramear, while descending Highgate Hill, 
getting beyond the control of the driver, 
and by which three people lost their 
lives and many were seriously injured, 
and, considering the number of street 
accidents of daily occurrence occasioned 
by the ineffective brake power now 
employed on tramcars, he will institute 
an inquiry with the object of obtaining 
the opinions of the highest authorities 
on the subject, with a view to compelling 
the use on tramears of the most instan- 


taneous and efficient method of arresting | 


the progress of a tramcar, 


Mr. J. HENDERSON (Aberdeenshire, 
W.): [beg at the same time to ask the 


President of the Board of Trade whether | 


he can state with what brake the electric 


car, Which caused the accident at High- | 


gate on Saturday last, was fitted ; and 


whether the cars to which similar accidents | 
happened at Swindon and Huddersfield | 


this year were fitted with the same brake ; 


and, if so, what steps he intends to take | 
to have efficient brakes fitted to all electric | 


cars. 


THe PRESIDENT or THE BOARD oF 
TRADE (Mr. LLtoyp-Grorae, Carnarvon 
Boroughs) : In the case of the Hudders- 
field and Swindon accidents of this year 
and also of the Highgate accident, I am 
informed that the cars were fitted, in 
addition to the ordinary hand-brake, with 
modern power-brakes, in compliance with 
the Board’s regulations. Both the 
Swindon and Highgate accidents are now 
the subject of inquiries by officers of the 
Board of Trade, and until their reports 
are received I cannot say what lessons can 
be learnt from them in regard to brakes ; 
but the question will certainly receive the 
most careful consideration on the part of 
the Board and their technical advisers. 


Mr. MYER asked whether the right 
hon. Gentleman was aware that, accord- 
ing to expert evidence given in April 


{COMMONS} 





Questions. 932 


last in reference to an accident in Gold- 
hawk road, an electric car travelling at 
four miles an hour could not be stopped 
under forty-five feet. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said he was 


not aware of that. 


*Mr. WATERLOW (lIslington, N.) 
asked if the right hon. Gentleman was 
aware that the magnetic brake with 
which this car was fitted became 
inoperative when the wheels of the 
vehicle skidded, as probably they did in 
this case, and caused the accident. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said no doubt 
that point would be inquired into. 


Mr. CAIRNS  (Newcastle-on-Tyne) 
asked whether the question of compulsory 
stopping places on steep gradients would 
| be inquired into. 





Mr. SHACKLETON — (Lancashire, 
| Clitheroe) asked whether any use ona 
steep incline was made of the rail brake 
—-a brake acting on the rail—in which 
the weight of the car was brought to bear 
on the action. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said he would 
call attention to both these points. 


Island of Cumbrae Steamer Service. 

Mr. BARRIE (Londonderry, N.): I 
beg to ask the President of the Board of 
| Trade whether his attention has been 
called to the letter of the railway com- 
|panies conducting the steamer service 
' between the mainland of Scotland and 
_the Island of Cumbrae, threatening the 
| withdrawal of the steamers at the end of 
| this month unless the present dispute as 
| to pier dues is settled on the companies’ 
terms; and whether, in view of the 
inconvenience to the public which is 
threatened by the withdrawal of the 
steamers, he will put himself in communi- 
cation with the parties concerned, and 
'suggest that the service should be con- 
tinued and all matters in dispute be 
referred to an arbitrator to be appointed 
by the President of the Board of Trade. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: Yes, Sir. 
This matter has been brought to my 
| attention, and the Board of Trade are in 
| communication with the companies con- 
| cerned, The companies have not, however, 
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so far consented to accept the suggestion 
mentioned. 


(Questions. 


Vagrancy Committee's Report. 

Mr. MARNHAM: I beg to ask 
the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board whether, in view of the 
recent murder at Camberley, and still 
more recent murderous attacks in the same 
locality, the Government are considering 
the desirability of giving effect to the 
recommendations with regard to tramps, 


contained in the Vagraney Committee | 


Report, issued earlier in the session. 


THE PRESIDENT or tHe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. 
BuRNS, Battersea) : 
Departmental Committee on this subject 
is receiving the consideration of the 
Government ; but it will not be practic- | 
able to propose legislation with regard to| 
it during the present session. 


Education Act--School Efficiency. 

Dr. MACNAMARA (Camberwell, N.): 
I beg to ask the President of the Board 
of Education what securities, if any, it is 
proposed to take to secure that any 
school contracted-out under his Amend- 
ment to Clause 4 of the 
shall not fall below the level of educational 
efficiency demanded of the provided 
schools in the same area. 


Tue PRESIDENT or THE BOARD or | 


EDUCATION (Mr. Birrewt, Bristol, 
N.): It would seem that the provisions of 
the Code, as, for instance, Article 25 (b), 
will effectually secure what the hon. 
Member refers to. 


Contracted-out Schools. 


Dr. MACNAMARA: I beg to ask 
the President of the Board of Eduea- 


tion whether any school, contracted-out 
under his Amendment to Clause 4 of the 
Education Bill, would be permitted to 
fall back to the system of one-man 
management ; and, if not, whether he 
can state wh: at arrangements, if any, it 
is proposed to take in respect to the 
management of such school. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Government are 
most anxious to avoid any possibility of 
these schools falling back into a condi- 
tion of things in which their manage- 
ment is in the hands of one individual. 
It is already laid down, in Article 51 (b) 
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of the Code, as a condition of the pay- 
ment of grants, that every public 
elementary school, riot maintained by a 


Questions. 


local education authority, must have 
a responsible body of managers. This 


Article continues in the Code, and as it 
will apply to the schools referred to by 
the hon. Member, I think adequate 
security is provided against the danger 
to which he refers. 





MACNAMARA: Will the local 
managers be continued in 


Dr. 
authority 
| office ? 


Bi2 RELL: I do not think so. 


Mr. 


JOHN | 
The Report of the | 


| Lorp BALCARRES (Lancashire, 
| Chorley) : Will the Amendments on the 
Paper re-establish something analogous 
| to the old boards of management } 


Mr. BIRRELL: I do not think so. 


Lorp R. CECIL (Marylebone, FE.) : 
| Has the right hon. Gentleman considered 
lw hether a State-aided school will be a 
| public elementary school ? 





Mr. BIRRELL: That is a point which 
I think is in doubt at the present time. 
| If it is a public elementary school, of 
|course the conditions of the Code will 
| apply to it. If it is not, there may he a 
| gap in that respect, and I should have 
to see that it was altered, 


Sin E. CARSON (Dublin University) : 
When will the right hon, Gentleman put 
down his Amendment on that point ? 

Mr. BIRRELL: I do not know; I 


have not made up my mind. 


Sir E. CARSON : Will it be before or 


after the closure ? 
{No Answer was returned. | 


Pupil Teachers’ Travelling Expenses. 

Mr. ARMITAGE (Leeds, a I 
beg to ask the President of the Board of 
Education whether a grant will be made 
to the county borough councils, similar to 
that to be made to the county councils, 
of £2 per year for trav elling and other 
expenses of pupil teachers, seeing that in 
a scattered county borough area ‘the costs 
to the pupil teachers are often in excess 
of those in a county area, 
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Mr. BIRRELL: The Board are unable 
to accede to the suggestion of the hon. 
Member. , 


(uestions. 


Holyrood Park. 


Mr. GULLAND (Dumfries Burghs) : 
I beg to ask the First Commissioner of 
Works if when he goes to Edinburgh to 
inspect the Law Courts he will visit 
Holyrood Park, and consider whether 
some money can be spent in making 
smoother roads and in replanting with 
grass or whin some of the slopes, notably 
that below Salisbury Crags. 


THe FIRST COMMISSIONER oF 
WORKS (Mr. Harcourt, Lancashire, 
Rossendale) : Yes, Sir. 


Meteorological Science Grant. 

Mr. YOUNG (Cavan, E.): I beg to 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
what progress, if any, has been made in 
meteorological science in this country, 
within late years, to justify the Depart- 
ment in the expenditure of £15,000 per 
annum ; and can he say whether in this 
region of occult experiment the nation is 
receiving good value for its money. 


THe FINANCIAL SECRETARY ‘ro 
THE TREASURY (Mr. McKeNNA, Mon- 
mouthshire, N.) : The annual Reports of 
the Meteorological Ofttice which are pre- 
sented to Parliament contain a record of 
the work of the office and of the allocation 
of funds. The hon. Member will find in 
the last Report a brief history of the work 
of the office since it received a Parlia- 
mentary Grant. Only a comparatively 
small proportion of the grant is applied 
to experimental work, the greater part 
being devoted to the normal work of the 
office, viz., the meteorology of the ocean, 
forecasting and storm warning, and land 
meteorology. The answer to the last 
part of the Question is in the athrmative. 


Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. 

Mr. BRANCH (Middlesex, Enfield) : 
I beg to ask the hon. Member for South 
Somerset, as representing the President 
of the Board of Agriculture, if he will 
give a detailed Return of all plants sent 
out from the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew, to botanic and private gardens 
during the past five years, together with 
those received in exchange and otherwise 
during the same period. 


{COMMONS} 
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Sir EDWARD STRACHEY (Somer. 
setshire, S.): I have ascertained that the 
preparation of the proposed Return would 
entail considerable labour and expense, 
and, as at present advised, I scarcely think 
that its issue would be attended with 
any commensurate public utility. Per- 
haps, however, my hon. Friend would 
confer with me personally on the subject. 


Ecclesiastical Commissioners, South 
London Estate. 


Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS : I beg to 
ask the hon. Member for East Bristol, 
as Church Estates Commissioner, whether 
he will say if any of the buildings re- 
cently erected by the Ecclesiastical Com- 
missioners in South London will be used 
for the sale of beer, wine, or spirits; 
and, if so, how many. 


Mr. CHARLES HOBHOUSE (Bris- 
tol, E.): None of the newly-erected 
buildings will be so used. On the other 
hand, one fully licensed public-house and 
three beer houses on the site of the new 
buildings have been suppressed by the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners. 


Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS: I beg to 
ask the hon. Member for East Bristol, as 
Church Estates Commissioner, whether 
he will say if the Ecclesiastical Commis- 
sioners make any condition in connection 
with those places on their estates which 
are, with their assent, licensed for the 
sale of beer, wine, or spirits as to the 
non-employment as barmaids of women 
other than the wife or daughters of the 
person holding the licence ; and, if not, 
whether they will do so in future. 


Mr. CHARLES HOBHOUSE: No 
such stipulation is made by the Eccle- 
siastical Commissioners nor do the Com- 
missoners think it would be well for them 
to make a condition the performance of 
which it would not be in their power 
effectually to control. 


Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS : I beg to 
ask the hon. Member for East Bristol, as 
Church Estates Commissioner, whether 
he will grant a Return of all public- 
houses and beer-houses on the estates of 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners, the Return 
to state the name and _ locality, the 
approximate value to the Commissioners, 
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the date of the lease or of the last exten- 
sion or renewal of it, and the date when 
the lease will expire. 


Mr. CHARLES HOBHOUSE: The 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners are not pre- 
pared to make the suggested Return. 


(Juestions. 


Colonel Malone’s Westmeath Estate. 

Mr. GINNELL (Westmeath, N.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he is aware 
that Colonel Malone’s Baronstown estate, 
Westmeath, was inspected for sale in July, 
1905; that subsequently one memorial 
was lodged with the Estates Commis- 
sioners with reference to trustees, and 
another asking certain untenanted farms 
to be divided among people in need of 
land ; what causes the delay in attending 
to these matters; and, if collusive 
tenancies have been created, what are the 
dates of the agreements creating them. 


Tue CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Bryce, Aberdeen, S.): The 
Estates Commissioners inform me _ that 
the estate in question was inspected in 
May and June, 1905. The memorials 
referred to were received in February last 
and have been made the subject of a 
special report by the inspector, which 
report is at present under consideration. 
There has been no avoidable delay in 
dealing with this matter. The Commis- 
sioners are not aware of any cases of 
collusive tenancies on this estate, and it 
would appear from the documents lodged 
that in none of the cases of the non- 
judicial tenants were any of the tenancies 
created since 1901. 


Irish Land Valuation—John Casey’s 
Holdings. 
Mr. GINNELL: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland if he will state the qualifications 


and experience of Mr. Thompson, land | 


valuer, and the name of the person on 
whose recommendation he has been em- 
ployed ; on what ground has the Land 
Commission, in the case of Battersby, 
landlord, John Casey, tenant, Mullingar 
rural district, Westmeath, record No. 
09, increased the area of the farm and 
Increased the rent, notwithstanding the 
sworn evidence of competent valuers and 
of competent surveyors after a chain 
survey ; does the law or do the rules 
extend to empowering the Land Com- 
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mission to make a tenant pay for land he 
has not got; and, if not, will the true 
area and true rent, as ascertained by the 
county court, be restored. 


Mr. BRYCE: Mr. Thompson, who 
had been assistant Commissioner since 
May 22nd, 1890, was in 1903 appointed 
an assessor under the Land Act of that 
year as being a person of skill and 
experience in agriculture. He had for 
several years before appointment as 
assessor acted as appeal valuer to the 
Land Commission. His qualifications, 
when originally appointed, are stated in 
Parliamentary Paper No. 151 of 1902. I 
have no information as to the name of 
the person, if any, on whose recommenda- 
tion he was appointed an assistant 
Commissioner. [ am informed by the 
Land Commission that the particular case 
referred to in the Question was regularly 
heard on appeal and judicially decided in 
July, 1905, and the Commissioners hold 
that it would be irregular on their part 
to discuss the facts or evidence in such a 
case in answer to a Question. 


Mr. GINNELL: Seeing that the area 
was settled by the County Court Judge, 
will the Land Commissioners consent to 
a survey } 


Mr. BRYCE: Before answering that 
I must communicate with the Land 
Commission. 


The Featherston-Whitney Estate. 

Mr. GINNELL: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland who is the purchase inspector 
on behalf of the Estates Commissioners 


in Westmeath; how soon will the 
Featherston-Whitney estate, Newpass, 
Rathowen, be inspected; and _ will 


labourers and applicants fer enlargement 
of holdings on and adjoining the estate 
be informed of the date, and be seen by 
the inspector, 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that their inspectors 
are not permanently assigned to districts, 
but are frequently changed from one 
district to another. The estate referred 
to will probably be inspected early next 
‘year. It is the practice of the inspectors 

| to give due notice of their intended in- 
| spection to the tenants of the holdings, 
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and also to applicants for untenanted 
land when they consider it necessary. 


Irish Intermediate Education Board. 

Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL (Kerry, 
W..): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether, 
in view of the action of the intermediate 
board in refusing to obey a Resolution of 
the House of Commons on a_ subject 
which the Irish people feel strongly on, 
and also seeing that this Board and the 
national board are unrepresentative and 
independent, he will appoint a Committee 
to inquire into and report on the 
possibility of getting a board appointed 
by the Irish people to manage primary, 
secondary, and technical education. 


Mr. BRYCE: Since the hon. Member 
gave notice of this Question, I have fully 
informed him of the facts in reply to a 
Question put by him on Monday.+ It is 
not the case that the Board of Intermediate 
Edueation refuse to obey the Resolution of 
the House. I have told the hon. Member 
that three or four times already. 


Mr. THOMAS O'DONNELL: The 
right hon. Gentleman has not answered 
the last part of my Question. 


Mr. BRYCE: That deals with a much 


larger Question. 


Value of Tenant’s Interest. 
Mr. GINNELL: I beg to ask the 


Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland if he will get the Department of 
Agriculture to ascertain whether the 
tenant’s occupation, interest, and improve- 
ments, when protected by the Land Act 
of 1881, have been sold at as high a price 
as the landlord’s interest in the holding ; 
and will the Department ascertain, for 
the information of this House and the 
guidance of the Estates Commissioners 
and their inspectors, what has been the 
average price of this tenant’s property, 
in normal cases, in each county each 
year, during the last ten years, or at 
least since the Department was founded. 


Mr. BRYCE: I am not prepared to 
ask the Department of Agriculture to go 
outside its proper sphere, and undertake 
enquiries in connection with the Land 
Act of 1903, the administration of which 





t See Col. 605-6. 
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has ‘been assigned by Parliament to the 
Estates Commissioners. 


Land Purchase Inspectors. 


Mr. GINNELL: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland when does he expect that the 
Return relating to land purchase in- 
spectors will be ready. 


Mr. BRYCE: It is anticipated that 
this Return will be ready in the course 
of a few days. 


Cleaver Estate, County Roscommon. 


Mr. HAYDEN (Roscommon, S.): I 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether the 
tenants of the Cleaver estate, Lisagallon, 
county Roscommon, have purchased their 
holdings under the Act of 1903; whether 
the purchasers include Mr. James JD. 
O’Connor, an extensive landlord in the 
county, for a large grazing farm on this 
estate ; whether the money has been 
actually advanced in respect of this 
holding ; and, if not, whether the Estates 
Commissioners will take into considera- 
tion the advisability of acquiring it for 
distribution amongst the small tenants on 
the estate. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that an originating 
application in respect of the sale of this 
estate was lodged in June, 1905. The 
advances, however, have not yet been 
sanctioned, nor has the estate been in- 
spected. Amongst the purchasing tenants 
is Mr. J. D. O'Connor, who holds a farm 
of 138 acres at a judicial rent fixed in 
1887. When the estate comes before the 
Commissioners for ruling, they will, they 
inform me, consider the suggestion con- 
tained in the latter part of the Question. 


Great Seal of Ireland. 


Sir THOMAS ESMONDE (Wexford, 
N.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he is 
aware that the arms represented on the 
Great Seal of Ireland are those of Eng- 
land, whereas the arms represented on 
the Great Seals of England and Scotland 
are those of those countries; and if he 
will take the necessary steps to have the 
arms of Ireland, and not those of England, 
represented on the Irish Great Seal. 














(Questions. { 


Mr. BRYCE: I-have referred this 
Question to the Lord Chancellor’s De- 
partment, and am informed that prior to 
the Union between Great Britain and 
Ireland the Great Seal of Ireland was 
similar in general character and design to 
that of Great Britain, but differed from 
the latter by bearing the distinguishing 
mark of a harp crowned ; and it would 
appear that, neither on the passing of the 
Act of Union nor since, has any change 
been made in the Great Seal of Ireland, 
so that this distinguishing mark still re- 
mains, although the arms which are 
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represented on the Seal are the same. I | 
understand that the Royal Arms cannot | 


be altered in Ireland without a proclama- 
tion by His Majesty in Council. 


Birth Certificate Fees. 
Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.): I beg to 


ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- | 


Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that a charge of 3s. 7d. is made by the 
clerks of unions for supplying copies of 
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(Juestions. 


| Constabulary Fund. 


Mr. SLOAN: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land if he can say what is the total amount 
standing to the credit of the Constabulary 
Force Fund ; and whether, seeing that 
this fund only applies to members of the 
|foree who joined before 1883, and the 
| fact that the fund is gradually dying out, 
ihe will consider the advisability of 
| winding the fund up. 
| *Mr. BRYCE: On March 31st, 1906, 
the National Debt Commissioners held 
| £228,284, Consolidated Annuities, and 
£154,000, Local Loans Stock, belonging 
to the Benefit Branch of the Constabulary 
Force Fund, and at the same date the 
| Inspector-General held a cash balance of 
| £3,936. The benefit branch is being 
'gradually wound up, and the surplus 
| which may remain after its final liabilities 
have been discharged is to be surrendered 
| to the Exchequer. For the details of the 
subject, I would refer the hon. Member 

to Parliamentary Paper No. 118 of 1891. 


certificates of births to boys who are | 


desirous of competing in intermediate 


examinations, while such certificates can | 


be obtained for the sum of 6d. in the 
ordinary way ; and whether, seeing that 
many boys were debarred from entering 


Mr. SLOAN: Will the right hon. 
|Gentleman consider the desirability of 
| winding the fund up % 


*Mr. BRYCE: It is being wound up. 


the intermediate examinations just held | 


because of their parents’ inability to pay 


the necessary fee, he will consider the | 


advisability of abolishing it altogether in 
these cases, 


Mr. BRYCE: Superintendent regis- 


trars are entitled to charge a fee of | 
3s. Td. for a certificate of birth, except in | 
cases where special statutory provision is | 
made for the payment of a smaller fee. | 
Thus, in cases in which the certificate is | 
required for any purpose connected with | 


the elementary education, or with the 


employment, of a child,a fee of 6d. is | 


payable, but the hon. Member is mis- 
taken in thinking that certificates of birth 
can, in the ordinary way, be obtained 
for that sum. The Commissioners of 
Intermediate Education inform me that 
they would welcome 


the charge tor certificates of birth for the 
purposes of their examinations. The 
question will receive the consideration of 
the Government when a suitable oppor- 
tunity arises, 


any legislation | 
which would have the effect of lowering | 


Ardara (Donegal) Evicted Tenant. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 
S.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
|the Estates Commissioners are taking 
‘any and, if so,* what, steps towards the 
restoration to his holding of Patrick 
Keeney, who was evicted, on June 9th, 
1887, from Castledoherty, near Ardara, 
county Donegal, a farm which is still 
| lying unoccupied and in which the tenant 
is anxious to be reinstated. 


*Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that they will in due 
| course have inquiry made by an inspector 
jinto the application for reinstatement 
| lodged by Patrick Keeney, whose former 
| holding is stated to be unoccupied. 


Irish Local Government Board—Mr. 

Monteith’s Appointment. 

| Mr. MEEHAN (Queen’s County, Leix) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 

| Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
‘aware that a Mr. Monteith has recently 
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been appointed to a position in the Irish 
Local Government Board Office ; can he 
say what are the necessary qualifications 
and salary attached to the office now held 
by Mr. Monteith ; did he pass the Civil 
Service or any other examinations ; what 
was Mr. Monteith’s previous occupation ; 
on whose recommendation was the ap- 


(uestions. 


pointment made ; over how many existing | 


otlicers was Mr. Monteith appointed : and 
if the appointment is permanent and 
carries a pension. 


*Mnr. BRYCE: Lam informed that Mr. 
Monteith was temporarily employed at a 
salary of £4 45. a week, to assist the 
Local Government Board’s inspectors in 
reporting on sites for labourers’ cottages. 
The appointment of assistant to the 
inspectors was made in time of pressure 
to enable the Board to expedite the work 
of the inspectors. No qualifications have 
been prescribed for the office in question, 
which is only a temporary one, and does 
not entitle the holder toa pension. Mr. 
Monteith was not appointed over the head 
of any existing otticers and was not re- 
quired to pass any examination. He was 
previously employed as assistant private 
secretary to the late Chief Secretary both 
at the Irish Office and at the Local 
Government Board for England. Mr. 
Monteith was first employed by the Vice- 
President of the Board upon his personal 
knowledge of Mr. Monteith’s capabilities, 


Mr. MEEHAN : Seeing that there are 
thousands of educated Irishmen con- 
stantly leaving the country through want 
of employment, will the right hon. Gentle- 
man take care that in future these offices 
shal] be filled by Irishmen instead of 
being handed over to strangers ! 


*Mr. BRYCE said it would be dan- 
gerous to lay down any general rule. 
Presumably in these cases preference was 
given to Irishmen, but a hard and fast rule 
might be to the disadvantage of Irishmen 
so far as posts in England and Scotland 
were concerned, 


Mr. MEEHAN: But are there not 
thousands of Irishman qualified for this 
position ? 


*Mr. BRYCE: No doubt. 


Mr. MEEHAN: 
appoint an Irishman 4 


Then not 


why 
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Irish Land Commission Staff. 

Mr. MEEHAN: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he can say if there 
are 207 officers on the clerical staff of the 
Irish Land Commission with minimum 
salaries from £200 to £70, maximum 
from £300 to £100; whether a number 
have over fifteen years service ; whether 
any of theseofticers possessed the necessary 
qualifications to discharge the duties of 
the office to which Mr. Wilkinson, an 
outsider, was lately appointed ; if so, 
and in view of the want of ability on the 
part of the staff, will he take steps to 
raise the standard of qualifying examina- 
tions for admission to the service ; and 
can he say on whose recommendation 
Mr. Wilkinson was appointed, and were 
his qualifications tested ; if so, by whom, 
and the date of the examination. 


*Mr. BRYCE: I am afraid that I can- 
not usefully add much to my replies to 
the hon. Member's (uestions of May 3rd 
anc 23rd.¢ The post to which reference 
is made is one requiring special qualifi- 
cations, which Mr. Wilkinson, who is a 
skilled accountant of many years ex- 
perience, was found to possess. Before 
the appointment was made, the qualifica- 
tions and merits of the existing staff were 
fully considered, and in appointing Mr. 
Wilkinson I am informed that regard 
was had solely to the efficiency of the 
public service. 


Mr. MEEHAN: On whose recon- 
mendation was this appointment made ! 

*Mr. BRYCE: I cannot say. 

Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Whose 
poor relation is he ? 


Dublin Audit Dispute. 

Mr. JOHN ROCHE (Galway, F.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he is aware 
that in the mandamus proceedings _pen- 
ding between the auditor of the Local 
Government Board and the Corporation 
of Dublin, the Local Government Board 
for Ireland are represented before the 
court by the same counsel as invariably 
appeared for that body during the past 
ten years, with, as junior, the son of the 
Attorney General for Ireland in the last 





t See (4) Debates, clvi., 701; clvii., 1278. 








& & weet CO @ 


o 


ee = 





945 Questions. 


Government ; if he will say whether 
there was a case where, a Tory Govern- 
ment being in power, the Irish Local 
Government Board drew even one of 
their counsel from the opposite side ; and 
if he can explain why, in a case of such 
importance as this to local bodies in 
Ireland, the Government passed over 
their own Solicitor-General. 


*Mr. BRYCE: In the proceedings 
referred to in the Question, the auditor 
acts quite independently of the Local 
Government Board, and is represented 
by solicitors and counsel of his own 
selection. ‘The Board are not party to 
those proceedings, and are represented 
only by counsel familiar with the special 
work of the Board with watching briefs. 
There was, therefore, no ozcasion for 
asking a barrister occupying the official 
position of the Solicitor-General to appear 
in the present case. It has, I am in- 
formed, frequently happened that the 
Local Government Board have been 
represented during the past ten years by 
counsel holding Liberal opinions. — I 
understand that their regular junior 
standing counsel holds those opinions. 
When cases of high importance arise, the 
Board secure the presence, in addition to 
their usual standing counsel, of the law 
officers, or one of them, 


Miss Ffrench’s Galway Estate. 

Mr. JOHN ROCHE: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary tothe Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he is aware that the 
tenants on the estate of Miss Kathleen 
Ffrench, of Monivea Castle, county Gal- 
way, agreed onterms of sale in April, 1905; 
that the request for sale was lodged with 
the Land Commission in October, 1905 ; 
will he say whether the estate has yet 
been inspected or when it will be ; and 
what are the terms of the tenants’ present 
liability, either to the landlord or the 
Land Commission. 


*Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners have no information that terms 
of sale have been agreed upon between 
the landlord and tenants in this case. It 
is the case that the landlord, in October 
last, lodged a request that the Estates 
Commissioners should purchase _ the 
estate, and this request is at present 
under consideration. As no sale appears 
to have taken place, it is presumed that 
the tenants’ lability to the landlord, 
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whatever it may have been, remains 
unchanged. 


Lord Clanricarde and his Tenants. 
Mr. JOHN ROCHE: I beg to ask the 


Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether his attention has been 
called to the fact that notices to quit 
have been served by the Marquess of 
Clanricarde on ten tenant farmers in 
Derrygoolan, a congested district of his 
Galway estate; whether the tenants 
served with notice to quit have have 
always paid, and are prepared to pay, 
their rents ; and whether the Government 
will take any steps to protect these 
tenants. 


I beg also to ask the Chief Secretary to 
| the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
he is aware that on the estate of the 
Marquess of Clanricarde, in the county of 
Galway, the tenantry are being harassed 
for old arrears of rent, accumulated 
through bad years long ago, and in 
many other ways; that on this estate 
the tenantry have by various devices 
been deprived of all the benefits intended 
by this House to be conferred on them 
by recent Irish Land Acts; whether 
he is aware that, in consequence of 
those proceedings, a condition of things 
exists on this estate which is a constant 
menace to the public peace ; and whether 
the Government will consider the 
desirability of introducing a_ special 
Bill to deal with the situation at present 
existing on the Clanricarde estate. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that they have no 
knowledge of the facts alleged in these 
two Questions, and I have, therefore, no 
official information at my disposal which 
,would enable me to answer the Questions, 
The Government have no legal power to 
interfere for the protection of the tenants 
mentioned. The hon. Member will, I 
| think, appreciate the difficulty there would 
be in introducing legislation in regard to 
a particular estate. 
Mr. T. W. RUSSELL (Tyrone, 58.) 
asked whether this was not a matter 
affecting the Land Commission rather 
than the Estates Commission, and why, if 
these people paid their rent, “ this man 
should be allowed to upset the whole 
community.” 
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Mr. BRYCE did not suppose that the 
Land Commission could give him any 
further 
Commission. 
more power to interfere. 


Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.) asked 


whether the proper people to apply to for | 


information were not the local police. 
How could a question of this kind come 
to the knowledge of either the Estates or 
the Land Commissson ? 


Mr. BRYCE said that he, of course, 
received reports from the police as to 
what happened, but, as the hon. Gen- 
tleman would understand, there were 
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Certainly they had no 
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| tenants must rely on themselves for their 
| own protection. 


Mr. BRYCE: I am aware of this, that 
any disorder is the worst thing that can 
happen in the interests of the Irish tenants, 


*Mr. KILBRIDE: What can they do! 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Is the 
/ right hon. Gentleman aware that Lord 
'Clanricarde has been called in a court 
_of justice a standing menace to the peace 
of the country 4 


Mr. T. W. RUSSELL: 
he is. 


That is what 


serious difficulties in the way of making | 


the police report on land conditions. 


Mr. T. W. RUSSELL: 
understand that Lord Clanricarde, his 


tenants being perfectly willing to pay | 
their rents, is to be at liberty to evict | 


ten men for no cause whatever 





*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member is | 


making a speech. 


Mr. T. W. RUSSELL : Well, it wants 
a speech. 


*Mr. KILBRIDE (Kildare, 8.) asked 
whether the right hon. Gentleman was 


aware that not many years ago several | 
Unionists in Ireland suggested that a Bill | 


should be brought in for the compulsory 
expropriation of Lord Clanricarde. 


Mr. ROCHE wished to understand | 


whether these tenants had no redress, 
and that the only remedy was their own 
act in the future. He warned the right 
hon. Gentleman 





*\MIr. SPEAKER: This is not the time 


for speeches. 


Mr. ROCHE asked if he was in order 


in saying ——— 


Are we to| 


*Mr. KILBRIDE: Will the right hon. 
| Gentleman lend the forces of the Crown 
to evict the tenants in these cases ? 


*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member 
must give notice of that. 


Mr. JOHN ROCHE: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether his attention has 
| been called to the case of John Madden, 
ia tenant of Lord Clanricarde’s, in the 
parish of Portuma, county of Galway ; 
'whether he is aware that John Madden 
'had been served with an ejectment on 
‘the 28th September, 1905, and decreed 
‘that in accordance with the provisions 
of the Act of 1896, Madden paid two 
years’ rent and costs on the 22nd May, 
1906, and thereby stayed the ejectment, 
;and that on the 2sth May, 1906, a 
writ from the Superior Courts was served 
on Madden, claiming the year’s rent 
iand costs; and whether the Irish 
|Government will take any steps to 


| protect tenants from such treatment. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
|sioners inform me that they have no 
knowledge of the matter referred to, 
_but so far as I can judge from the 
honterungee which the hon. Member has 
sent for my inspection, the facts appear 
to be substantially as stated in the 





| 
| 


*MR. SPEAKER 3 No 3 Iam afraid it is | (Juestion. The Government have no 


not in order to say anything now. 


Mr. ROCHE thought he was in order 


| power to interfere in legal proceedings 
| which may be taken by a landlord for 
the recovery of rent. 





in asking whether the right hon. Gentle- 

man was aware of the consequences that) Mr. DILLON: Is the right hon. Gen- 
might ensue from the Answer he had | tleman aware that this House introduced 
just given, and the inference that these | a special clause into an Act of Parliament 
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to protect tenants on this precise inform- | 
ation from eviction ? Is not this a direct 
evasion of the Act ? 


Mr. BRYCE: I have already said that 
the Government have no legal power 
to interfere. 


Gethin Estate, County Sligo. 


Mr. P. A. MCHUGH (Sligo N.): I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that in the case of the Gethin 
estate, Magherow, county Sligo, a man 
named Michael M’Loughlin has been 
dismissed from a position he had held for 
over twenty years in connection with 
Ballyconnell farm, and another man named 
Carroll had been appointed in his place by 
the inspector of the Congested Districts 
Board ; and whether in view of the 
dissatisfaction aroused in the district by 
the action of the Board’s inspector, he 
will bring this matter under the atten- 
tion of the Board, with a view to the 
redress of the alleged grievance. 


Mr. BRYCE: I have brought this 
question to the notice of the Congested 
Districts Board, who will have enquiries 
made into the matter referred to; and I 
will in due course apprise the hon. Mem- 
ber of the result. 


Irish Herring Industry. 

Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 8.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that the fees collected for branding 
herrings in Scotland during the year 
1905 amounted to £8,070, and that, after 
allowing for the cost of collection, there 
was a surplus of £2,627 ; whether he is 
aware that during the past twenty-four 
years the total proceeds of branding fees 
in Scotland amounted to £176,824, and 
that, after allowing for the cost of 
collection, the surplus amounted to 
£48,588 ; and whether, in view of the 
fact that the use of the brand has been 
of the greatest value for the marketing of 
Scotch herrings, and that through its 
institution a sum of nearly £50,000 has 
been rendered available for the improve- 
ment of the fishing industry in Scotland, 
he will consider the advisability of institut- 
ing a brand for Irish cured mackerel and 
herrings, and of utilising the Irish. 
national trade mark for the purpose. 
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Mr. BRYCE: The figures quoted 
by the hon. Member are for the year 
1904, and appear to be correct. The 
question of establishing a brand for Irish 
fish has been carefully considered. Some 
years ago the chief mackerel curers 
informed the Inspectors of Fisheries that 
they would not adopt a Government 
brand. Since then a very important 
herring-curing trade has been established 
in Ireland, and I am informed, though I 
can hardly credit it, that Irish cured 
herrings fetch more than double the 
price of the best Scotch herrings in 
continental markets. Moveover, I under- 
stand that the best Scotch herrings are not 
branded at all. If a Government brand 
for Irish fish were to be paid for out of 
branding fees, the cost to the curers per 
barrel would be much greater than in 
Scotland, both because curing is carried 
on at a greater number of centres, and 
because herring curing and mackerel 
curing take place at the same season in 
different parts of Ireland. As at present 
advised, I do not think a brand for 
Ireland is practicable. 


(Quests. 


Luggacurran Evicted Tenants. 


Mr. MEEHAN: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he is aware if the Estates 
Commissioners, through their inspector, 
Mr. Cunningham, have appointed Mr. 
Bates, civil engineer, county Down, to 
superintend the completion of seven 
cottages for evicted tenants at Lugga- 
curran ; whether, according to the terms 
of contract, these seven cottages should 
have been completed last December ; 
whether he is aware if there are two 
civil engineers (one a Board of Works 
local inspector), inspectors under the 
Labourers Acts in the union of Carlow 
and Athy, resident in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Luggacurran; were 
either of them offered the  superin- 
tendence of the seven cottages ; on what 
grounds was the expense incurred of 
appointing a special civil engineer for 
this duty ; and what are the terms of 
Mr. Bates’s appointment, salary and 
expenses. 


: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that the superin- 
tendence of the building of the houses 
referred to is being carried out by their 
officials, and no special 


Mr. BRYCE 


2K 2 
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appointments have been made in con- attention will be called to the decision of 


nection therewith. Mr. Bates, who is 
one of their surveyors, is a non-pension- 
able officer at a salary of £120 rising to 
£180 with an allowance of 10s. a day 
when absent from home on duty. This 
gentleman, who is a civil engineer, has 
been superintending under the Commis- 
sioners’ Inspector the erection of the 
houses in question, which will be shortly 
visited and reported on by the senior 
surveyor of the Commissioners. <As to 
the reasons for the non-completion of the 
contract at the specified time, namely, 
March last, I beg to refer to my reply to 
the hon. Member’s Question of 21st May. 


Mr. KILBRIDE: Was not the date 
mentioned inthe contract December and 
not March ? 
BRYCE 
KILBRIDE 


Mr. : [am not aware of that. 


Mr. : Lam. 


Clanricarde ,Evicted Tenants. 


Mr. JOHN ROCHE: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether, upon the passing of 
the Land Bill of 1903, about 200 evicted 
tenants on the Clanricarde estate applied 
to the Estates Commissioners for rein- 
statement ; how many have been, and how 
many have got new holdin 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that they have received 
applications from 131 persons seeking 
reinstatement upon the estate referred to. 
The Commissioners have not reinstated 
any of these evicted tenants in their 
former holdings, but they have provided 
three of them with new holdings ona 
neighbouring estate. 


gs. 


Woodford Dog License Prosecution. 


Mr. JOHN ROCHE: 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether is aware that 
a man named James M‘Mahon was 
charged on the 14th May at the Woodford 
petty sessions with having an unlicensed 
dog in his possession, and that the police- 
man who summoned him admitted in 
court that he did not see any dog in his 


and his son denied having any dog ; and 
whether, seeing that M‘Mahon was fined 
2s. and the costs, the Lord Chancellor’s 


I beg to ask | 


the magistrates who acted on the occasion. 


Mr. BRYCE: I beg to refer the hon. 
Member to my reply to his previous 
Question of 28th May,7 when I informed 
him that the sufficiency of the evidence 
was a matter for the magistrates, and 
that I could not undertake to discuss the 
details of the case. I do not think that 
any good purpose would be served by 
calling the Lord Chancellor’s attention to 
the matter. The judicial decisions of 
magistrates can only be reviewed by 
courts of law. 


Mr. JOHN ROCHE: 
had a dog at all. 


The man never 


Irish Lunacy Grant. 

Mr. COGAN (Wicklow, E.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that the capitation grant to lunatic 
asylums in Ireland is not paid to the 
county councils until the year following 
that in respect of which the expenditure 
is made, and that owing to the change in 
the local financial year the asylum com- 
mittees were obliged to issue demands to 
the county councils for fifteen months 
cost of maintenance of pauper lunatics 
from Ist January, 1899, to 3]lst March, 
1900 ; is he aware that a capitation grant 
was paid in the year 1901 in respect of 
twelve months service only, from Ist 
April, 1899, to 31st March, 1900, and no 
more than a year’s grant has since been 
paid in respect of the subsequent annual 
service ; and in view_of the fact that the 
county councils were obliged to make 
good the difference of three months’ gap, 
will he see that the councils are recouped 
from the local taxation account. 


Mr. BRYCE: The capitation grant to 
lunatic asylums in Ireland is paid to the 
county councils in the year following that 
in respect of which the expenditure is 

made on which the amount of the grant 
is calculated, but the grant is applicable 
in relief of the rates in the year in which 
it is actually paid. It is the fact that 


| owing to the change in the local financial 


year the Asylum Committees were 


: ; vt obliged to issue demanc he county 
possession, and that in addition M‘Mahon | obliged to issue demands to t 


councils for fifteen months cost of main- 
tenance of pauper lunatics from Ist 
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January, 1899, to 31st March, 1900. Itis 
also the fact that the capitation grant 
paid in the year 1901 was in respect of 
of twelve months’ service from Ist April, 
1899, to 3lst March, 1900, and that no 
more than a year’s grant has since been 
paid in respect of the subsequent annual 
service. The year’s grant paid in 1901 
corresponded to the year’s grant paid in 
previous years, the only difference made 
by the change in the financial year in 
1899 being that instead of taking the 
calendar year as the basis of the grant as 
had been done previously, the financial 
year ending 31st March was taken as the 
basis. I have already informed the hon. 
Member that as in each year a full year’s 
payment has been made from the Local 
Taxation Account, no recoupment to 
county councils is possible. 


STANDING COMMITTEE ON LAW. 


Mr. WILLIAM O’BRIEN (Cork) drew 
attention to the fact that the name of the 
hon. Member for Mid Cork had not been 
included among those of the hon, Mem- 
bers added to the Standing Committee on 
Law to consider the Irish Labourers’ 
jill. He remarked that the hon. Member 
was President of the Irish Land 
Labourers’ Association, and was really 
the only Member elected to the House to 
represent that class. Obviously if they 
were to have a voice in discussing the 
proposed Amendments to the Bill, they 
ought to have their spokesman on the 
Committee, and he wished to know how 
the omission could be remedied. 


*Mr. SPEAKER said the duty of 
appointing additional Members rested 
with the Committee of Selection, and it 
would be undesirable for the House, seeing 
that it had entrusted that responsible and 
important duty to the Committee, now 
to take it out of their hands. In making 
additions the Committee's duty was tohave 
regard to the special qualifications and 


capabilities of the Members whom they 


put on. The hon. Member might approach 
the Chairman of the Committee of 
Selection, who in the event of a vacancy 
occurring might fill it in the way desired 
by the hon. Member. 


Mr. WILLIAM O'BRIEN: Thank 


I will act on that suggestion. 
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Dissemination of News in War Time. 

Mr. ARTHUR LEE (Hampshire, 
Fareham): I beg to ask the Prime 
Minister whether his attention has been 
called to the meeting of representative 
journalists and newspaper proprietors, 
held at the Royal United Service Institu- 
tion on the 2ist inst., at which there was 
a unanimous expression of opinion in 
favour of restricting or controlling the 
dissemination of news in time of war, 
and at which a Committee was authorised 
to confer with the Committee of Imperial 
Defence, and to consider any Bill that 
might be drafted with this object in 
view ; and if he can hold out any hopes 
that His Majesty’s Government will be 
in a position to introduce a Bill dealing 
with this subject at an early date. 


THE PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 
LORD or THE TREASURY (Sir H. 
CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN, Stirling Burghs): 
The question of restricting the dissemina- 
tion of news in time of war is being 
considered by the Committee of Imperial 
Defence. His Majesty’s Government 
hope to deal with it early next year. 


Mr. ARTHUR LEE asked if the right 
hon. Gentleman would consider the 
desirability of introducing a Bill—not 
necessarily for passing this session—at as 
early a date as possible, that the Press 
might have the opportunity it desired of 
giving careful consideration to the 
Government proposals. It was obvious 
that such a Bill could not be passed 
without the consent and co-operation of 
the Press. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I think there are means of communicating 
the views of the Government otherwise 
than by introducing a Bill. 


Expiring Laws. 

Mr. O'MARA (Kilkenny, S.): [ beg 
to ask the Prime Minister whether, in 
view of repeated declarations of Ministers, 
he proposes to include the Peace Preserva- 
tion (Ireland) Act, or any other tem- 
porary Irish Coercion Act, in the Expiring 
Laws Continuance Bill this Session. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
The hon. Member asked me a similar 
Question a fortnight ago, and I have 
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nothing to add to the reply that T gave 
to him. 7 


Mr. OMARA: I will put it down this 
day week. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I shall not be in a better position to give 
an Answer then. 


Mr. O'MARA: Then this day fort- 
night. 


The Dogs Bill. 


Mr. MORRELL (Oxfordshire, Hen- 
ley): I beg to ask the Prime Minister 
when the Government propose to take 
the Report stage of the Dogs Bill. 


Sir. H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I am afraid I cannot give my hon. friend 
any definite undertaking at the moment. 
.The Dogs Bill comes within that list of 
Bills as to which neither confident hope 
nor absolute despair would seem to be 
justifiable. 


The Agricultural Vote. 


Mr. MORRELL: I beg to ask the 
Prime Minister whether, in view of the 
fact that the Agricultural Vote was not 
reached as expected last Thursday, and 
of the importance of allowing time for an 
adequate discussion of this subject, the 
Government can see their way to re- 
consider the arrangements announced on 
Monday, so as to place this Vote first on 
one of the allotted days. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
| am sorry that I cannot see my way to 
alter the arrangements already announced 
to the House. We will do our best to 
give an opportunity for discussion. 


Public Rights of Way. 

Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD 
(Leicester): I beg to ask the Prime 
Minister whether, in view of the frequency 
with which public rights of way are being 


closed and access to the open country: 


barred by owners of land, he will take 
immediate steps, by legislation or other- 
wise, to protect the public in their enjoy- 
ment of these ancient rights. 


Sir H.CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
My hon. friend is no doubt aware that 
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under the Local Government Act, 1894, 
it is the duty of every district council 
to protect all public rights of way and to 
prevent as far as possible the stopping 
or obstruction of any such right of way 
where such stoppage or obstruction would, 
in their opinion be prejudicial to the in- 
terests of their district. In a parish ina 
rural district the parish council or the 
parish meeting can put the district 
council in motion, and if the district 
council refuse to take proceedings the 
county council if petitioned by the 
parish may act in their place. Moreover, 
it is laid down in the same Act that no 
public right of way can be stopped in a 
rural parish without the consent of the 


parish council, or parish meeting, and 


of the rural district council. It is diffi. 
cult to see what further legislation in the 
way of giving powers to local authorities 
can be desired, but if my hon. friend has 
any suggestions to make I shall be glad 
to consider them. 


Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Bill. 

Mr. HEATON-ARMSTRONG = (Suf- 
folk, Sudbury) : I beg to ask the Prime 
Minister when he proposes to proceed 
with the Fertilisers. and Feeding Stuffs 
Bill. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I believe that the Standing Committee 
on Law are to proceed with the Bill 
to-morrow. 


The Attack on British Officers in Egypt. 

Mr. DILLON : I beg to ask the Prime 
Minister, in. the absence of the Secretary 
of State for Foreign. Affairs, whether he 
has been made aware that this morning 
four Egyptians were sentenced to death 
by the special Court in connection with 
the unfortunate affair at Denshawi, and 
whether he can undertake to obtain a 
respite of the execution of this sentence 
until the Foreign Minister has had an 
opportunity of looking into the cir- 
cumstances and tle evidence given 
before the Court. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I have not heard anything of the cir- 
cumstance referred to by the hon. 
Member, but I assure him that he can 
trust to the discretion and humanity of 
my right hon. friend the Foreign 
Secretary and of those on whose opinion 
he will rely. 








Sale of Intoxicating 


Progress of the Education Bill. 
Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of London) 


said the Government had put down an 
Amendment to Clause 5 of the Education 
Bill which they might not reach in time 
to discuss. He desired, therefore, to ask 
the Minister for Education whether the 
intention and effect of that Amendment 
was not to deprive those who in the 
future, owing to some movement of 
population or for some other cause, built 
a school for denominational purposes 
from having that appeal to the Education 
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House has agreed to certain Resolutions 
regarding the progress of this Bill in 
Committee, and we cannot depart from 
those now. But within the time afforded 
to us it rests rather with Members of the 
House than with the Government not to 
spend time on comparatively unimportant 
Amendments, but to reserve themselves 
and the time of the House for questions 
that are of real value and interest. 


Lorp R. CECIL: Could the right hon. 


'Gentleman say whether, so far, the dis- 


Board which was given under Clause 4. | 
That was a question of vital importance | 


for all those who looked forward to the 


needs that might arise as population | 


increased or moved from place to place. 


Mr. BIRRELL said the words referred 
to by the right hon. Gentleman were 
added for the purpose of making quite 
plain what might possibly otherwise be 
obseure, though he did not think so, that 
the provisions as to an appeal to the 
Board of Education applied only to 
existing voluntary schools and were not 
intended to apply to future schools com- 
ing into existence. 


Mr. AUSTIN TAYLOR (Liverpool, 
East Toxteth) asked whether, if a trans- 
ferred voluntary school under Clause 3, 
which when transferred was not qualified 
for the four-fifths facilities, subsequently 
hecame qualified, an appeal would lie to 
the Board of Education. 


Mr. BIRRELL replied that that did 
not arise out of the question put to him 
by the right hon. Gentleman, but he 
would consider it. 


Lorp R. CECIL asked the Prime 
Minister whether he was aware that, so 
far, only three lines out of forty-four 
in Clause 4 had been discussed in 
Committee, and that many important 
questions still remained to be discussed, 
including the Amendments of the Govern- 
ment ; and whether, under these circum- 
stances, he would make arrangements to 
secure reasonable discussion of the re- 
mainder of the clause. 


Str H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Such arrangements as are possible under 
what we call the guillotine will, no doubt, 
he made. We cannot alter that. The 


cussion has been devoted to questions of 
smal] importance, and whether he knows 
that at the time the guillotine Resolutions 
were passed the Government had _ not 
given notice of or put down their Amend- 


| ments ? 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
The Amendments put down by the 
Government, so far from making a larger 
call upon the time of the House, have 
made a smaller call. [“Oh.”] Yes: 
because they had the effect of focussing 
and codifying, as it were, certain 
important Amendments and suggestions 
which existed on the Paper at the time in 
the name of different Members. I am 
certain that the course taken by the 
Government in putting down a scheme of 
Amendments, as it did at the end of last 
week, has greatly facilitated the proper 
and regular discussion of this clause. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: May I ask the 
right hon. Gentleman whether among the 
things that have been focussed and codi- 
fied by the Amendments put down by the 
Government he could suggest any 
Amendment which proposed that there 
should be a new class of schools called 
State-aided schools ? 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I am under the impression that every- 
thing included in the Amendments of the 
Government had been before the House 
in one form or another before. 


| SALE OF INTOXICATING LIQUORS (IRE- 


LAND) BILL. 
Reported from the Standing Committee 
on Trade, &c., with Amendments. 


Report to lie upon the Table and to be 
printed. [No. 218.] 
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Minutes of the Proceedings of the | to be given, and the clause then referred 


Standing Committee to be printed. [No. 


218,] 


to that instruction as the religious instrue- 


_tion of the school that was to say, the 


_ whole, not part, of the religious instruction. 


Bill, as amended (in the Standing | 
Committee), to be taken into considera- | 
tion To-morrow, and to be printed. [Bill | 
277. | 


NEW BILLS. 
ISLE OF MAN (CUSTOMS) BILL. 
‘“To amend the law with respect to 
Customs Duties in the Isle of Man,” 
presented by Mr. McKenna; to be read 
a second time upon Monday next, and to 
be printed. [Bull 278.] 


MEAT MARKING (IRELAND) BILL. 

“To provide for Marking of important 
Meat in Ireland,” presented by Mr. Field ; | 
supported by Mr. Condon, Mr. Patrick 
O’Brien, Captain Donelan, and Mr. 
O'Mara; to be read a second time upon 
Tuesday, 17th July, and to be printed. 


[Bill 279.] 


| three 
another half mile, with the only alternative 


EDUCATION (ENGLAND 
WALES) BILL. 


Considered in Committee. 


AND 


(In the Committee.) 
{ Mr. Emmorr (Oldham) in the Chair. ] 
Clause 4 :— 


*Mr. VILLIERS (Brighton) moved an 
Amendment the effect of which would 
be to allow Cowper-Temple instruction to 
be given side by side with denomi- 
national teaching. | He said he wished 
his speech could be as short as 
his Amendment, but he was afraid 
that was impossible, as it was only 
to leave out the word “the” 
second line on page 3. The Amendment 
might appear a very trivial one, but 
the Committee would see that it had far- 
reaching results. There was nothing 
in the whole of the Bill against Cowper- 
Temple instruction until they reached 
this clause. If a school became a trans- 
ferred school ipso facto Cowper-Temple 
teaching was allowed. By this clause | 
facilities were granted, under certain 
conditions, for special religious instruction | 


in the) 


| lieve 


If the hon. Members would read the clause 
they would see it inferred that, when once 
facilities were granted, those facilities 
would cover the whole field of religious 
instruction given in the school. As the 
clausé now stood no provision whatever 
was made for the minority ; when facilities 


-were granted the local authority must 


either turn the children out or allow them 
to remain—he did not say to be converted 
or perverted, but verted to another de- 
nomination than that to which their 
parents belonged. But if the clause were 


| without that little word “the” there was 


nothing whatever to prevent the local 
authorities from giving Cowper-Temple 
instruction alongside of denominational 
teaching if they considered the circum- 
stances warranted it. In the case of a 


| school of 400 children, though it might be 


able to prove its four-fifths, the local 
authority might say “why should the 
minority ” (and one-fifth of 400 meant 
eighty children), “ why should these eighty 
children be compelled to cross perhaps 
more dangerous crossings or go 


of becoming little Anglicans or Roman 
Catholics?” A mother thought more of 
one dangerous crossing than all the 
“isms” in the world. In a case of that 
kind local authorities might easily refuse 
these facilities, but, on the other hand, if 
this small word in the clause were omitted 
they might say, “ Yes, we will grant you 
your facilities, because we find there is 
another room in the school where 
Cowper-Temple instruction can be given, 
and there is nothing in the Bill to prevent 
it. Here, to his mind, was an Amend- 
ment which ought to appeal to all 
those in favour of popular control, be- 
cause it gave the local authority more 
power to deal with exceptional cases. The 
ballot mitigated the coercion of the 
priest, and this Amendment would re- 
the coercion of circumstances. 
He did not believe the local authority 
would use this power in any frivolous or 
partial way. The Amendment in many 
instances would favour the denomina- 
tions by enabling them to receive facilities 
which they otherwise would not 
obtain, and the minority would be pro- 
tected. He thought the Committee would 
see that the Amendment had a good deal 
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By getting rid of the| to come round to that settlement, because 
definite article they could change the) there was no other. He hoped that the 
clause into a different article. If the} Government, after carefully considering 
Government accepted the Amendment the matter more fully, would conclude 
it would go a long way towards convert-| that it was in the interests of that peace 
ing the irritating “claws” into velvet | which they professed so much to desire 
prs. ‘that they should accept the solution 
| Suggested in the Amendment. 

Amendment proposed— | 

‘In page 3, line 2, to leave out the word 
‘the.’ "—(Mr. Villiers.) 


ito be said for it. 


Lorp MORPETH (Birmingham, 5.) 
complained that Clause +4 was so 
restricted as to be almost valueless. 
They were told that it had to be so 
restricted in order to protect the children 

Tue PRESIDENT or THE BOARD or in single school areas. There was practi- 
EDUCATION (Mr. BrrrExt, Bristol,N.) | C@lly no school in England or Wales 
said the Amendment was wholly inconsis- | which had not more than one class 
tent with Clause 4, which, whether people | '°™: and more than one teacher, and 
liked it or not, was to secure teaching of | it would be perfectly easy to take the 
a denominational character. The whole | Minority of the scholars into another 
hject of the clause was to secure that the | room, and have them taught separately, 
schools which fulfilled the very rigorous | without any injustice being done. The 
condition laid down in subsection ()) Amendment would enable the Government 
should be allowed to have the denomina- | to sweep away one of the worst restric- 
tional teaching which was desired and | tions in the Clause, namely, that which 
no other. He did not think they could | limited it to certain areas by taking an 
take into their consideration the question arbitrary fraction of the parents, and 
of the minority children for which no/ saying that only where that fraction 
provision was made under the four-fifths | existed should denominational facilities 
clause. They went to the school because be given. The Amendment made for 
they liked it, and if they did not wish to elasticity and freedom in giving such 
they need not go. To accept the Amend- religious teaching as was desired by the 
ment of his hon. friend would be to destroy parents of the children. 
toa considerable degree the denomina- 
tional basis and the intentionof the clause: Mfr, ASHLEY (Lancashire, Blackpool) 
therefore it was impossible for the considered that the Amendment would 
Crovernment to accept it. enable the children in a minority in a 

four-fifths school to receive religious 
_ Lorp R. CECIL (Marylebone, E.) said | jnstruction if their parents wished it. 
it certainly appeared to him that the 
course indicated in the Amendment was 
a very desirable one to adopt in the in- 
terests of a real and true settlement. He The Committee divided. Ayes, 344 ; 
felt sure that they would have ultimately | Noes, 87. (Division List, No. 157.) 


(Juestion proposed, ‘‘That the word 
‘the’ stand part of the clause.” 








Question put. 


AYES. 
Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) | Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) | Barnes, G. N. 
Acland, Francis Dyke | Barran, Rowland Hirst 
Adkins, W. Rylands Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 
Agnew, George William Beale, W. P. 
Ainsworth, John Stirling Beauchamp, E. 


Black, Arthur W.( Bedfordshire) 
Blake, Edward 

Boland, John 

Brace, William 

Branch, James 

Brigg, John 





Alden, Percy 

Ambrose, Robert 

Armitage, R. 

Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Asquith, Rt.Hn.HerbertHenry 
Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) | 
Barlow, John Emmott(Somerset 


Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) 
Bellairs, Carlyon 

Benn,John Williams (Devonp’rt 
BenntW.(T’ w’rHamlets,S. Geo. 
Bennett, E. N. 

Bertram, Julius 


| Bethell, J. H. (Essex Romford) 


Billson, Alfred 
Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 


Bright, J. A. 

Brocklehurst, W. D. 
Brunner,J.F.L. (Lanes., Leigh) 
Brunner, Sir John T.(Cheshire) 
Bryce,Rt.Hn.James (Aberdeen 
Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 

Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Buxton, Rt. Hon. SydneyChag, 
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Byles, William Pollard 

Cairns, Thomas 

Cameron, Robert 

Cam pbell-Bannerntan, Sir H. 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. 

Causton, Rt. Hn. Richard Knight 
Cawley, Frederick 

Chance, Frederick William 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Clancy, John Joseph 

Clarke, C. Goddard 

Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, W. 

Coats,SirT.Glen (Renfrew, W.) 
Cogan, Denis J. 

Collins, Stephen (Lambeth 
Condon, ThomasJoseph 
Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Corbett,CH. (Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Cory, Clifford John 

Cotton, Sir H. J. 8. 

Cowan, W. H. 

Crombie, John William 
Crossley, William J. 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, David (Montgomery Co. 
Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Delany, William 

Devlin, Chas. Ramsay (Galway 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, S.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh.) 
Dickinson, W.H.(St. Pancras,N. 
Dillon, John 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Donelan, Captain A. 
Duckworth. James 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunne, MajorE. Martin( Walsall) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Ellis, Rt. Hon. John Edward 
Erskine. David C. 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
Everett, R. Lacey 

Farrell, James Patrick 
Fenwick. Charles 

Ffrench. Peter 

Field, William 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 

Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton. Hugh 

Furness, Sir Christopher 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A. H. 

Ginnell, L. 

Gladstone, Rt. Hn. HerbertJohn 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Goddard, Danie! Ford 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Grove, Archibald 

rulland, Hon. W. 
Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 


Halpin, J. 
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Hammond, John 

Harcourt, Rt. Hon. Lewis 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 
Harmsworth, R. L.(Caithness-sh 
Harrington, Timothy 
Hart-Davies, T. 

Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harwood, George 

Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hazelton, Richard 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Herbert, Col. Ivor (Mon., 8.) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart. Sir Robert 

Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hodge, John 

Hogan, Michael 

Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hooper, A. G. 

Hope, John Deans (Fife, West) 
Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset,N.) 
Hudson, Walter 

Illingworth, Percy H. 

Jacoby, James Alfred 

Jardine, Sir J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Jones, David Brynmor(Swans’a) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William(Carnarvonshire) 
Jowett, F. W. 

Kekewich, Sir George 

Kelley, George D. 

Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 
Kincaid-Smith, Captain 
King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Kitson, Sir James 

Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lamont, Norman 

Lawson, Sir Wilfrid 

Layland- Barratt, Francis 
Lea,HughCecil (St. Pancras, E.) 
Leese, SirJosephF.( Accrington) 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, A. Levy( Essex, Harwich) 
Lever, W.H. (Cheshire, Wirral) 
Levy, Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George. Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Lyell, Charles Henry 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J.M. (Falkirk B’ghs 
Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
Macpherson, J. T. 

MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down,S.) 
MaeVeigh, Chas. (Donegal, E.) 
M‘Callum, John M. 

M‘Crae, George 

M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 
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M‘Micking, Major G. 
Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Marnham, F. 8. 

Massie, J. 

Meagher, Michael 

Meehan, Patrick A. 

Menzies, Walter 

Molteno, Percy Alport 

Mond, A. 

Montagu, E. S. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Morley, Rt. Hon. John 
Morrell, Philip 

Morse, L. L. 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Nicholls, George 

Nolan, Joseph 

Norman, Nenry 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 

O’ Brien, Kendal( Tipperary Mid) 
O’ Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’ Brien, William (Cork) 
O’Connor, James( Wicklow, W.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 
O’ Doherty, Philip 

O’ Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 

O’ Dowd, John 

O’ Hare, Patrick 

O’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 

O’ Kelly, James:(Roscommon, N 
O'Malley, William 

O’ Mara, James 

| O'Shaughnessy, P. J. 

O’Shee, James John 

Palmer, Sir Charles Marks 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Rebert (Staffs. Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pearson, W.H.M.(Suffolk, Eye) 
Perks, Robert William 
Philipps.J. Wynford(Pem broke 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C: E: (Edinb’gh,Central) 
Price, Robert John( Norfolk, E.) 
Priestley, W. E. B.( Bradford, E.) 
| Radford, G. H. 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Rees, J. D. 

Rendall, Athelstan 

Richards, Thos. (W.Monm’th) 
Richards, T. F. (Wolverh’mptn 
; Richardson, A. 

| Rickett, J. Compton 

| Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 

| 
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Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 
| Robertson, Rt. Hn. E. (Dundee 
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Robertson,SirG.Scott( Bradf'rd 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, S. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roche, Augustine (Cork) 

Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Rose, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Walter 

Russell, T. W. 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) | 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) | 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 
Sears, J. E. 

Shackleton, David James 

Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B.) 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Sileock, Thomas Ball 

Sinclair. Rt. Hon. John 

Sloan, Thomas Henry 

Smeaton. Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thomas F. (Leitrim,S.) 
Snowden, P. 

Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Soares, Ernest .J. 

Spicer, Albert 

Stanger, H. Y. 

Stanley, Hn. A. Lyulph(Chesh. ) 


Acland-Hood, Rt. Hn.SirAlex. F | 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 

Ashley, W. W. 

Balearres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt.Hn. A.J.(City Lond.) | 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George | 
Janner, John S. Harmood- 
Baring, Hon. Guy (Winchester) | 
Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry, N. | 
Beach,Hn. Michael Hugh Hicks | 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 

Bowles, G. Stewart 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 
fampbell- Bannerman, Sir H. 
Varlile, E. Hildred 

larson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
lastlereagh, Viscount 

ecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
cil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
‘ecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) | 
Jhamberlain, Rt. Hon.J.(Birm.) 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Coates, E. Feetham( Lewisham) 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. | 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craik, Sir Henry 

(ross, Alexander 


_ Mr. BIRRELL moved to insert words 
in Section 1 (a) requiring that the wishes 
of the parents in regard to extended 
licilities for special religious instruction 
should he ascertained as the result of a 
ballot taken in accordance with regula- 
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Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Summerbell, T. 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 


| Taylor,Theodore C, (Radcliffe) 


Tennant,SirEdward(Salisb’ry) 


| Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
| Thomas,SirA. (Glamorgan,E. ) 


Thomasson, Franklin 


| Thorne, William 


Tomkinson, James 
Toulmin, George 
Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Verney, F. W. 


| Vivian, Henry 


Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Wallace, Robert 
Walters, John Tudor 


| Walton, Sir John L. (Leeds, S.) 


Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Ward, W. Dudley(Southam pton 


| Wardle, George J. 


Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason,John Cathcart (Orkney) 


NOES. 
Dalrymple, Viscount 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dixon, Sir Daniel 
Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Duncan, Robert (Lanark Govan 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fardell, Sir T. George 


| Fell, Arthur 


Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 


| Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
| Hardy, Laurence(Kent, Ashford 
| Heaton, John Hennikee 


Hervey,F. W.F.( Bury 8. Ed’mds 


| Hill, HenryStavele y(Staff’sh. ) 
| Houston, Pobert Paterson 


Hutton, Alfred Eddison 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt.Hn.Col. W. 


| Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm. 


Lane-Fox, G. R. 


| Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 


Lee, ArthurH.(Hants., Fareham 
Lockwood, Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col. A.R. 
Long, Col. Chas. W. (Evesham) 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Magnus, Sir Philip 


| Marks, H. H. (Kent) 


Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 
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Waterlow, D. S. 

Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whitehead, Rowland 

Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams. J (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarth’n 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Williamson, A. 

Wilson, John Durham, Mid) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, S.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 
Woodhouse, SirJ.T.(Huddersf'd 
Young, Samuel 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Whiteley, and Mr. J. A. 
Pease. 


Middlemore,JohnThrogmorton 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Nicholson, Wm. G. (Petersfield 
Parker, Sir Gilbert (Gravesend) 
Parkes, Ebenezer 
Pease. HerbertPike( Darlington) 
Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Rawlinson, John Frederick P. 
Ropner, Col. Sir Robert 
Rothschild, Hon. Lionel Walter 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Starkey, John R. 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 
Talbot, Rt. Hn.J.G.(Oxf'dUniv. 
Thomson, W. Mitchell-(Lanark) 
Thornton, Percy M. 
Turnour, Viscount 
Valentia, Viscount 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 
Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 
Willoughby, de Eresby, Lord §, 
Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm _ 
Younger, George ; 
TELLERS FOR THE NoES—Mr. 
Villiers and Viscount Mor- 
peth. 


tions made for the purpose by the Board 
of Education. 
there had been no great opposition in 
regard to this proposal. 
only point they had to consider was 
whether the Board of Education should 


So far as he understood 


He thought the 
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not be left free to make the rules neces- 
‘sary for taking the ballot. He moved 
this Amendment because he believed this 
‘to be the best way of removing all 
suspicion as to the result they wished to 
make plain—namely, that the wishes of 
the parents had been consulted genuinely 
and properly, and without extraneous 
pressure. That was a suspicion which 
was easily raised in people’s breasts, 
whether it was justified or not. This 
would be a valuable safeguard of sub- 
section (a). He believed the ballot was 
generally recognised as the best means 
now known of getting the unbiassed 
opinion of alocality. He begged to move. 


Education (Englund 


Amendment proposed-- 


“In page 3, line 7, after the word ‘that, ’ 
to insert the words ‘as the result of a ballot 
taken as to the wishes of the parents in accord- 
ance with regulations made for the purpose by 
the Board ot Education it appears that.’ ”— 
(Mr. Birrell.) 


Question proposed, “ That those words 
be there inserted.” 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of London) 
‘did not raise any abstract objection to the 
ballot, but he thought the Government left 
the matter far too vague. The object of 
‘the right hon. Gentleman was to ascertain 
the wishes of the parents, uninfluenced by 
any extraneous persuasion or any ques- 
tion of pressure from any extraneous 
authority. His complaint was that this 
‘was a very unfair and unsatisfactory way 
of getting at the truth in the matter. 
He thought that, if the Government were 
reluctant to introduce into the Bill the 
regulations which they proposed to issue, 
‘they ought, at all events, to lay on the 
Table of the House before the Bill got 
much further, andcertainiy before it passed 
theReport stage, the kind of instructions 
which would be sent round to the various 
schools. There were two points in par- 
ticular to which he attached importance 
and which he asked the right hon. Gentle- 
man to consider. In the first place, the 
ballot ought to be taken by a thoroughly 
independent and impartial body. They 
should not be a body which had a distinct 
motive toarrive at one result rather than 
another. The right hon. Gentleman had 
truly said that it was very easy to raise 
suspicion that pressure had been put on 
individuals in regard to their votes. It was 
also very easy to raise suspicion that the 


decision had noc been taken fairly, and | 


Mr. Birrell, 
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/was prepared. 


‘that the ballot would not be taken by 
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therefore it was very important that the 
method of taking the ballot should 
be independent of all parties, includ. 
ing the local authority. There was 
another and far more important point, 
and that was as to the kind of question 
to be put to the parents. The right hon, 
Gentleman had probably interested him- 
self with the problem of the referendum 
as applied to political matters in some 
States. This was the referendum, and as 
the only answer to the question asked 
would be “Aye,” or “No,” everything 
turned on the form in which the question 
It was absolutely neces- 
sary that the question put should be one 
which really elicited the point whether 
the parents desired the teaching in a 
particular school to go on in the future 
as in the past. The Government ought 
to tell the Committee in what form they 
thought the referendum should be put to 
the parents ; it should be in one simple, 
clear form. 


Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.) said he had 
no objection to the ballot; on the con- 
trary, he favoured it; but he thought 
the points put by the Leader of the Op- 
position were of vital importance. Really 
they could not come to any decision on 
the matter until they knew what kind 
of question was going to be put. It was 
perfectly possible, without any deep 
design, that the parents might not know 
what was meant by the question they 
would have to ballot upon ; for example, 
if they were simply asked whether 
they desired special facilities under Clause 
4. The point put by the right hon. 
Gentleman was a reasonable and most 
important one, and they should have, 
before the Bill passed out of Committee, a 
draft of the regulations that were t 
obtain with regard to the taking of the 
ballot. The question put should be 
simple and should not be framed with any 
desire to carry out one particular view. 
He was sure that the Minister for Educa- 
tion would be able to give an assuranee 


people who were thoroughly hostile to the 
granting of the facilities. There was 
one other point. In order to take this 
ballot it would be necessary to keep 
every school a complete register of parents. 
He did not say that that was a vely 
difficult task ; but it was absolutely esse” 
tial to the carrying out of Clause jf, 
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whether they had a ballot or not. When 
he advocated a committee of parents one 
difficulty that was raised against him was 
the impossibility of keeping a register of 
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the Public Libraries Act, if a ballot was. 
taken, another ballot could not be taken 
until a certain number of years had 
elapsed. Under this subsection, was 
parents. But Clause 4 could not be put | the judgment of the parents of a par- 
into operation at all unless a register of ticular locality to be final ? 

arents was kept very carefully. He) & 

confessed that if a plan “could be devised | *Mrl PERKS (Lincolnshire, Louth) 
by which a committee of parents could be| said that each child would be 
fairly elected to represent the schools it | | supplied with a little voting paper to 
would be a very much simpler scheme | take home for the purpose of “the ballot. 
than that proposed by the Minister for| The ballot would be acc ording to the 








Education. 


Mr. STUART (Sunderland) said that 
certain alterations would be necessary in | 
this subsection if the words proposed by | 
the Minister for Education were adopted. | 
So long as Subsection (a) stood as origin- | 
ally framed it would be quite easy to carry | 
it out; 
introduced it would be impossible to say 
whether it was four-fifths of the parents 
or four-fifths of the children. 
ballot of which he approved was _intro- 
duced, the remainder of the clause must be | 
altered so as to make it possible to deter- 
mine what was meant by the ballot. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said that the | 


but the moment the ballot was 


If the | 


[number of children and not the num- 
| ber of parents. From the beginning he 
im been opposed to the clause. He 
| believed it was a bad clause. The more 
|it was examined the more impossible it 
| w ould be found. He did not agree with 
the Leader of the Opposition that the 
_ number of children should govern this 
question at all. It should be four- 
| fifths of the parents of the children. The 
| clause would enable a parent if he had 
six children to give three ballot papers 
/in one direction and three in another. 
[An Hon. MemBer: Why not?] It 
| would balance one-half of a family 
against the other. He mentioned these 
| points to show how hopelessly unsatis- 
factory the clause was. 


point raised by the hon. Gentleman was | 


important, and he took shame to him- 
self that he had not seen it before. | 
He was not anxious to find a case against | 
the ballot; but, after all, it was the) 
children they had to consider. The | 
Bill was originally framed on the right | 
lines according to the number of children | 
that would be affected, and not the | 
number of parents. The new proposal | 
entirely destroyed the old form of the | 
clause. 


Mr. STUART said that the difficulty | 


could be met by issuing ballot forms | 
according to the number of children. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he did not | 
know what the rural voter was going | 
to do if he had to deal not only with the | 
ballot but with plural voting. But he) 
thought the suggestion of the hon. | 


Gentleman was well worth considering. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) | 
said that the Committee were at a dis- 
advantage in not having before them | 
the regulations for taking the ballot. In 


| | parted company with the Bill. 


Mr. BIRRELL said that the animus 
|of his hon. friend the Member for Louth, 
which was no doubt genuine, was to be 
| judged by his objection to every line and 
| word in the clause. The discussion 
showed that the Government were wise 
|to leave the matter to be decided by 
‘regulations, though he admitted that 
the regulations should be within the 
| know ledge of the Committee before they 
He did 
| not agree with what had been said about 
the local authorities. He could not 
imagine that the ballot was to be taken 
| away from the local authorities because 
| someone attributed to them a desire that 
the result should be of a particular kind 
which would not require them to give the 
four-fifths facilities. He did not think 
that that was a fair way of putting it. 
The ballot-box, once put into operation, 
| provided that the question put was a 
| proper one, was above all suspicion. 
That had always been the method of 
how ballot-box. It did not matter who 
provided it, the ballot-box was not open 
|to the charge of animus. The question 
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of importance was that in every part of | 
the country the form of the question | 
should be the same, and that in that sense 
it should be statutory. The noble Lord 
the Member for Eas‘ Marylebone had an 
Amendment in which he gave his own 
view as to the form of the question which 
should be put—a very natural, proper 
and sensible question, viz. :— 

“Do you wish the religious instruction in 


the school where your children attend to 
remain of the same character as it is now ?” 
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But the feeling of the Government was 


{COMMONS} 





that, if it were possible, the form in 
which the question was put should be | 
very closely identified with the form of 
the Statute itself. He did not say that 
that was absolutely essential, but it 
was the view of experts. The subject, 
‘however, would be most carefully con- 
sidered, and an opportunity would be 
given to discuss the form of the question 
‘before they parted with the Bill in this 
House. In regard to the point raised by 
his hon friend behind him they had 
always intended that the parent should 
have as many ballot balls or forms as he | 
had children, so that the parent of six | 
children should have six times the voting | 
power of the parent of one child. Let | 
them hope that six would be the maxi- | 
mum. He was not putting any limit | 
to the fecundity of the population | 
of the country; he only said that 
the school age was limited from five to | 
thirteen years, and, therefore, that of | 
itself would limit the number of children | 
of any one parent in average attendance | 
at school at one and the same time. | 
Therefore, there was no difficulty in 
that way. He insisted that this was a 
question of the children, and not of the 
parents. It was the number of children 
in the schools that determined its de- 
nominational character. It was not the 
parents sitting at home: it was not a 
question of stocks and roots which were 
more or less prolific ; but a question of 
the number of children in the schools. 
If he might use language with which he 
was formerly more familiar than now, | 
they should decide this question per | 
capita and not per stirpes. He fully | 
recognised the absolute necessity that the | 
question to be put should appear in the | 


regulations, and that it should be one 





| 
| 








and the same question for all parts od 
the country ; and he would see that the ' 
Mr, Birrell. 
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regulations were placed on the Table 
of the House as soon as possible. 


*Mr. VERNEY (Buckinghamshire, N.) 
said that the real difficulty underlying 
this particular part of the subject was the 
making of regulations on an unstable basis, 
There could hardly be a more fluctuating 
and uncertain basis for calculation of the 
four-fifths than the numbers of children 
going to a school or leaving it. The 
parents of four-fifths of the children at a 
school in August would probably have a 
very different proportion of the children 
in September after the summer holidays, 
What was really wanted to be known was 
the opinions of a large majority of the 
parents, not those of their children. The 
strength of a parent’s religious convictions 
did not depend upon the number of his 
children at school. The gratuitous intro- 
duction of such an extremely unstable 
basis of calculation of the four-fifths was 
unfortunate and would lead to unneces- 
sary confusion in a case where the element 
of stability was very important to prevent 


the constant recurrence of religious 
squabbling, 


THe CHAIRMAN said that they were 
now discussing the question of the ballot. 
The point raised by the hon. Member 
would come later on. 


*Mr. VERNEY said that in that case 
he would reserve his remarks till a later 
period. 


Sir E. CARSON (Dublin University) 
inquired whether when the word 
“parents” was used it meant both 
parents or only one parent; that was 
to say, was the mother as well as the 
father included. 


Mr. BIRRELL said the word meant 
the responsible parent under the Act of 
1870. 


Sir E. CARSON pointed out that the 
Act of 1870 did not give any definition 
of the word “parents.” If the Bill 
were left as it stood, the matter would 
be quite open, and this would lead to 
utter absurdity. Supposing there were six 


children in the family, would there be six 
votes ; and, if so, who was to exercise them: 
the father or the mother / 
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Mr. BIRRELL: One or the other. 


Sir E. CARSON insisted that some 
provision dealing with this matter ought 
to be inserted in the Bill. 


“ Mr. BLAKE (Longford, 8.) quite agreed 
that the Committee should take a strong 
line upon this matter and see that the | 
questions put to parents in regard to voting 
were intelligible and such as the rural 
population could understand. 





Lorp R. CECIL hoped that the right | 
hon. Gentleman would, in dealing with | 
this matter, be guided by his own common | 
sense and would not take the advice | 
of experts. He could not but regret 
that the right hon. Gentleman had | 
introduced the ballot in this matter, as 
he thought the scheme was more work- | 
able before than since its introduction. | 
Let him put a difficulty which the | 
right hon. Gentleman would see was a | 
real one which would arise under para- 
graphs (a) and (b). Under paragraph (a) 
it had to be ascertained that the parents 
of at least four-fifths of the children | 
attending the schools desired the facilities, 
and under parargaph (5) it had to be 
ascertained that there was public school | 
accommodation in schools not affected by | 
a permission given under the section for | 
the children attending the schools whose | 
parents did not desire those facilities. | 
That meant that in taking the vote they 
had to take into account the number of 
parents of children who were in favour of 
the continuance of the facilities in the 
schools, and then the facilities would be 
afforded if there was school accommoda- 
tion for the remainder of the children. 
Let them take the case of a school in 
which there was no definite accommoda- 
tion for any of the children in the 
matter of religious instruction except 
with regard to those children whose 
parents were satisfied with the religious 
instruction already afforded in the school. 
Because one parent was lazy and 
failed to record his vote, were the 
whole of the other children to be deprived 
of these facilities? The sub-sections 
assumed that there must be a un- 
immous vote. He also wished to ask 
1 question as to an Amendment which 
appeared on the Paper in the name of 
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/seemed to be contemplated. 


| with what he found existing. 
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the President of the Board of Education. 
It ran— 


*¢ Where the local education authority refuse 
to agree to an arrangement offered to them by 
the owners of the schoolhouse of an existing 
voluntary school as respects the use of the 
schoolhouse, and the school is one in respect 
of which extended facilities could be granted 
under this section, and are desired, the owners 
of the schoolhouse may appeal to the Board 
of Education, and that Board may, if they 
think fit, after considering the circumstances 
of the case, and the wishes of the parents of 
children attending the school as to the continu- 
ance of the school with extended facilities, by 
order, make an arrangement under this Act 
with respect to the use of the schoolhouse on 
such terms and conditions as may be contained 
in the order, including, if thought fit, a condi- 
tion requiring extended facilities to be afforded, 
but if under any special circumstances of the 
case the Board think it expedient, they may, 
instead of making such an arrangement, make 


| an order allowing the school to continue as a 


State-aided school. Provided that—— ” 


There was little there about the parents, 
but the main reference was to the local 
education authority. How were they 
going to discover the will of the parent 
under that proposal? No machinery 
The pro- 
vision seemed to have been inserted to 
meet the unreasoning fear of the Non- 
conformists that the parson of the parish 


was a sort of dragon going about seeking 


whom he might devour. 


Mr. BIRRELL said he could not 
distinguish between reasonable and un- 
reasonable parsons. He could only deal 


He had 


| had experience of the class of parson— 


whom he hoped formed the majority of 
the clergy of the country—who were the 
noblest of their species ; who were loved 
by everybody in their parishes, and coulc 
do almost anything they liked with 
everybody in them. He had had ex- 
perience of that class of parson, but there 
were other members of the clergy with 
whom it was almost impossible to get on, 
as he knew very well as a Nonconformist. 
As to the noble Lord, what was his first 
point? It went on the supposition 
that there would not be public school 
accommodation for one child. 


Lorp R. CECIL said that, as he took it, 
there must be unanimity where there wa. 
no other school accommodation. 
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Mr. BIRRELL did not think the noble 
Lord’s fears would be realised having 
regard to the limits which they had fixed 
by this clause, namely, that it only 
applied in urban areas. The argument 
of the noble Lord as to the injustice was 
very far fetched. The parents could 
come in upon the local inquiry, and the 
conditions of the local inquiry were that 
at least four-fifths of the parents of the 
children should desire these facilities. 
Whether the parents desired them would 
form part of the inquiry. He had 
indicated to the noble Lord the other 
day that he was quite willing to insert 
words to secure the rights of parents 
and of the owners of schools to raise the 
matter when it came to a question of a 
local inquiry, but the local inquiry 
necessitated a ballot. 


Education (England 


Sir E. CARSON wished to know how 
they were to ascertain under sub-section 
(6) if the parents did not desire it. 


Mr. BIRRELL said the matter was 
easy enough. They knew the children 
in the schools and their parents, and the 
inquiry would show whether four-fifths 
of the parents desired the facilities or 
not. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR did not think 
the right hon. Gentleman appreciated 
his noble friend’s point. It might 
be arguable whether it was fair to 
destroy the denominational organisation 
of a school because one child .could 
not find accommodation for religious 
instruction in the neighbourhood. The 
ballot would tell them whether four-fifths 
of the parents desired denominational 
teaching, but there was nothing to show 
that those who abstained from the 
ballot did not also desire denominational 
teaching. It was essential, if the Govern- 
ment were to carry out their own plan, to 
discover not only whether the parents 
desired accommodation, but whether 
any of the parents desired accommoda- 
tion elsewhere. Then abstention might 
and probably would be a matter to be 
taken into account. As he understood, 
what his noble friend desired was that 
mere abstention from the ballot should 
not be taken as an indication of a 
preference for another kind of school. 


{COMMONS} 
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Mr. BIRRELL said he did not agree 
with the right hon. Gentleman in this 
matter. Let them suppose that in 
a school of 100 children they took 
a ballot. The ballot showed that the 
parents of eighty of the children had 
an active desire for denominational 
facilities and the parents of twenty did not 
vote. In that case accommodation must 
be provided for those twenty children in 
some other school. They did not desire 
the facilities. It was the active desire 
indicated by the vote that showed who 
desired facilities, and if the parents of the 
twenty did not care to take the trouble to 
go to the poll he knew of no other way 
to deal with the point. The Bill said 
they could get the facilities and advan- 
tages if they showed an _ active 
desire, by vote, for them. If they 
did not vote it must be taken that 
they did not desire them. Then 
sub-section (5) said that the eighty could 
not have their four-fifths facilities unless 
there was another school in the neighbour- 
hood to which the twenty children who did 
not desire these facilities might go. 


Mr. WYNDHAM (Dover) asked 
whether it was suggested that a man 
who was on a bed of sickness and 
who was in favour of facilities being 
given was to go and vote, or were 
they to assume there was unanimity. 
The fair way to vote would be to 
put the ‘ ayes” into one box and the 
“noes” into another. 


Mr. DILLON said that the President 
of the Board had laid down the 
most astounding doctrine he had ever 
heard of. The right hon. Gentleman had 
lately been before a constituency. Suppos- 
ing the doctrine he had laid down was 
applied in that constituency would he be 
willing to count every voter who did not 
vote as a man who did not want him as a 
Member ? It was precisely the same thing. 
There were always a certain proportion of 
men who did not vote in a Parliamentary 
election, and what the right hon. Gentle- 
man wanted to do in this case was to take 
all those who did not vote and count them 
on one side of the issue. A more unfair and 
astonishing doctrine he had never heard of. 
Anyone who had had any experience of 
elections knew perfectly well that a perfect 
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Vote was never obtained ; that for some 
Teason or other people would neglect to 
vote. ‘To take everybody who for some 
reason or other could not vote, the sick, 
the dying, the absent ona journey, sailors, 
soldiers, commercial travellers and people 
of all kinds whose business took them 
away at the time of voting, and say 
that they were all to be counted as being 
against the facilities would turn the whole 
thing into an absolute mockery, and do 
a double injustice, because not only 
would they count those who did not 
vote as being against the facilities, but 
their children would be counted as children 
who would not remain in the schools. 
A great number would not vote because 
they belonged to a different religion, 
and although they had no objection 
to the facilities would rather see the 
facilities given without their active co- 
operation. Yet these people were to be 
counted as being against the facilities. 


Mr. SAMUEL EVANS (Glamorgin- 
shire, Mid.) said he thought the hon. 
Member had entirely misplaced the 
analogy of the constituency and the 
election. ‘The issue was not the same. 
Let them take a school of 100 children. 
If they had only ten persons going to 
vote for these facilities, and there were 
less than two on the other side, that would 
decide the issue, whereas the clause 
said “the parents of four-fifths of the 
children” had expressed a desire for 
these facilities. It was not a question to be 
decided by a majority of those who went 
to the poll, so to speak. That was not 
the clause. The clause said that they 
should not have facilities unless theparents 
of four-fifths of the children desired 
them. It wasa perfectly simple clause. It 
allowed people with strong views to claim 
these facilities, and the least those 
people could do if they desired the 
facilities was to express their desire by 
ballot. In a schoot of 100 children if 
the parents of eighty of them voted for 
the facilities they could have them if 
they showed there was sufficient school 
accommodation in the district for the 
twenty children the parents of whom 
did not desire the facilities. That was 
as he understood the clause. 


Sir E. CARSON said the hon. and 
learned Member had apparently mis- 
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taken the point of his hon. friend. 
This point was one of real substance. 
Let the Committee consider the case 
put by the hon. Gentleman wher: 
they had the votes of four-fifths of the 
parents of the 100 children in the school, 
ant there remained twenty children who 
might be the children of four parents. 
Were they going to deprive the children 
of that school of special facilities because 
there was no other school in the neigh- 
bourhood to which the twenty children 
could go? Could anything be more mon- 
strous? Supposing they communicated 
with those who were sick and could not 
vote and they were found to be unani- 
mously in favour of the facilities, were 
they going to say that that was a school 
that should not have facilities ? Supposing 
they had a unanimous school, of which 
there were many, the second school would 
not be availed of. Were they going to 
leave the whole question of facilities to the 
mere accident of health or absence? That 
would be not only a wanton absurdity 
but a monstrous injustice. The clause did 
not say the parents who did not vote or 
who happened to be ill or away, but the 
parents who did not desire these facilities. 
What they objected to was the right hon. 
Gentleman s2tting up new machinery 
specially for ascertaining whether there 
were any parents who did not desire 
these facilities. One ballot at all events 
would not do for ascertaining two abso- 
lutely different questions. Personally 
he considered the whole question of 
the ballot in this matte’ absolutely 
foolish and inapplicable. But if they 
adhered to the principle of the ballot 
they had as much right t> obtain 
accurately the views of those who did 
not desire the facilities as of those 
who did, and he suggested it would be 
much better to have the ballot under (6) 
than (a). It was much more proper to 
assume that a man did not vote because 
he was satisfied with existing arrang:- 
ments than that he wanted somethiag 
diferent. No answer had yet been given 
to this point. If they left the proposal as 
it was under the right hon. Gentleman’s 
Amendment they would leave it ia a 
state, not only of absolute confusion, but 
of absolute injustice. The right hon. 
Gentleman really must tell them how 
he was gving to ascertain the parents of 
those who did not desire the facilities, 


21 
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sumption that the sick and absent did not 


desire the facilities. That was not an 
argument which the right hon. Gentle- 


man would use in any other assembly | 


than the House of Commons. Unless 
machinery was set up, or the machinery 
was made applicable only to (6), he 
hoped his hon. friends on the Opposition 
side of the House at all events would 
persist until they got some logical 
method of determiaing questions which 
the right hon. Gentleman had himself 
raised. 


THE SOLICITOR-GENERAL (Sir W. 
Rosson, South Shields) said hon. Gentle- 
men opposite were making great diffi- 
culties about what was inherent in every 
election. They all knew that persons 
who did not go to the ballot were ignored 
in the result of the election ; they were not 
counted either on the one side or on the 
other. But the Government here had 
done better than in the case of the 
ordinary elections. Hon. Gentlemen op- 
posite could have scarcely considered the 
fact of the public inquiry. The local 
authority had to settle two problems 
which he dared say were accompanied 
in the mode of settlement by some dis- 
advantages. They had first to ascertain 
whether four-fifths of the parents desired 
the special facilities. They found that out 
by means of the ballot. The Government 
were not making any unreasonable as- 
sumption when they said that people 
who did not take advantage of the oppor- 
tunity of expressing their desire did not 
possess that desire. There were no means 
by which to ascertain the feelings and 
opinions of people who would not go to 
vote. The local authority would have 
fulfilled its duty if it had found out how 
many persons desired facilities. It had 
next to consider the case of the persons 
who had not expressed their desire. For 
that purpose it had to look round and see 
whether there was school accommodation 
for the children of parents who did not 
desire the facilities. Let them take a case 
in which eighty parents out of 100 had 
declared themselves in favour of facilities. 
The question would then arise whether 
there was public school accommodation for 
the children of the twenty non-desiring 
parents. That was for the local authority 
to consider. The non-desiring parents 


Sir E. Carson, 


{COMMONS} 
He could not be satisfied with the as- | 
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might appear at the public inquiry and 
say that the local authoritty need not 


trouble very much about the public 
| school accommodation for their children. 


The Government had gone far beyond the 
ordinary electoral system in attempting 
to ascertain the wish of every parent— 
of those who desired facilities, and then of 
those who did not. To hear hon. Gentle- 
men speak about absent and sick parents, 
one would imagine that a general elec- 
tion must be invalid because a large 
number of persons entitled to vote were 
not at the polls. It was absolutely 
impossible to devise better means to as- 
certain the public will than the electoral 
machine, but the Bill supplemented 
those methods by a public inquiry which 
would ensure that every substantial body 
of parents in the area had their wishes 
expressed. 


*Mr. CAVE (Surrey, Kingston) said he 
would give a concrete case. Let them 
take a school three miles or more from 
any other school, so that it was im- 
possible to find alternate accommodation, 
and suppose that the parents of ninety- 
nine children out of 100 voted for Church 
of England teaching, but the parent of 
the remaining child, although a member 
of the Church of England, was absent, 
or ill, or for some reason would not vote. 
In such a case the whole thing would 
fall to the ground, because it was im- 
possible in the instance he had put 
to fulfil the condition in sub-section (0). 
The point which the Solicitor-General 
put did not meet the difficulty at all. 
The hon. and learned Gentleman had 
said there would be a public inquiry at 
which the dissenting parents or any 
parent who did not vote could state their 
views. But this was a case of balloting. 
Nobody knew, and nobody would be 
entitled to know, who were the parents 
who had not voted or what were their 
opinions. Even supposing that a man 
did come forward and say that he 
waived condition (b), there was no pro- 
vision in the Bill for giving effect to 
that waiver. The whole thing was un- 
reasonable and unworkable. If there was 
to be a vote it should be held in such 
a way as to ascertain not only. those 
who desired the facilities, but those 
who objected to them, and desired to 
have other forms of religious instruction. 





ha 
cri 
cla 
Tet 
ste 


we 
qu 
tal 
wh 
to 


SS le oh Lv 


~~ Pent = a wy 





981 


He hoped the right hon. Gentleman 
would re-consider the whole matter. 


Edueation (England 


*TaHe CHAIRMAN pointed out that 
the Committee were getting a little away 
from the Amendment regarding the 
ballot on sub-section (a), and drifting 
into a discussion on questions which could 
only be met by Amendments to sub- 
section (b). 





Mr. STUART said a great deal of what 
had been said by hon. Gentlemen was | 
criticism of what did not exist in the | 
clause, although it was intended to be | 
tread or introduced into it. As the clause 
stood the ballot only applied to (a). 
It had been stated that the position | 
would be ascertained at a public in- 
quiry. If it was intended to be ascer- 
tained by ballot it should read “ parents 
who have not expressed their desire 
to have those facilities.” 


| 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said the hon. 
Member for Sunderland was mistaken as | 
to the position in which the Committee | 
found itself. The position had been 
illustrated by two speeches which were 
wholly inconsistent. The principle laid 
down by the Minister for Education was 
that every parent who did not vote in 
favour of facilities was supposed to 
be hostile. But that was not the version 
given by the Solicitor-General, who put 
forward a new theory, viz., that the 
proper method was the ballot, and in 
that way they would discover whether 
80 per cent. of the parents did or did 
not require the facilities. The ballot 
was good enough for them, but there 
was another method of discovering those 
who did not want the facilities. Why 
was the ballot to be used to investigate 
the number who did want facilities and 
the public inquiry to find out the num- 
ber who did not? Was there ever such 
an absurd scheme put forward ? 


Sm W. ROBSON said that was not 
his statement. He referred to sub- 
section () which laid upon the local 
authority the duty of ascertaining 
whether there was public school accom- 
modation in schools not affected by a 
permission given under the section for 
the children attending the school whose 
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Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he thought 
that point was not in order. It was the 
business of the local authority by an in- 
vestigation to discover the number of 
parents who really wanted their children 
to go elsewhere. Two methods were 
deliberately adopted by the Government. 
There was the ballot for those who desiret 
denominational education and the public 
inquiry for those who did _ not. 
He thought that was ridiculous. The 
Government must feel that something 
would have to be done to meet this case, 
Were 90 per cent. of the children in a 
school to be deprived of denominational 
education because 10 per cent. were in- 
different ? Was that the policy of the 
Government ? If so, could it stand 
criticism in any assembly which was nct 
bound by the peculiar difficulties under 
which the Committee were now labouring ? 
Could the Government hold that position 
for a moment but for the closure ? 
Would they not be driven from it 
in hopeless rout? They could not sup- 
port their case by any argument that 
would hold water before an impartial 


assembly. Was it, therefore, not ad- 
visable that the Government should 
devise some Amendment in the next 


few lines which would meet the justice 
and the equities of the case ? 

Tue CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr. Asquitu, Fife, FE.) 
said he wished t» point out what 
the intention of the Government was 
in introducing the Bill. Most of 
the criticism of the Leader of the 
Opposition had been aldressed t» the 
Clause. For what purpose was the 
pirent introduced? Because it was the 
first condition preceding the granting 
of these facilities that the parents of at 
least four-fifths of the children should 
desire them. The original Bill provided no 
machinery for this purpose but the 
local inquiry, and so the Government 
thought, in the interests of accuracy and 
t» avoid misconceptions, it would be 
better to determine that question by the 
machinery now provided. That was 
the Amendment which was now before 
the Committee. Then there arose the 
second of the two conditions on the ful- 
filment of which the enjoyment of the 
facilities depended. The right hon. Gen- 
tleman had said they were going to ignore 
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the ballot or misuse it in determining 
that question, but he contradicted that. 
Prima facie persons who had not ex- 
pressed their desire by voting in the 
ballot were persons who might be as- 
sumed not to desire it. [““No”] That 
was only common sense. He did not 
think it would be right to assume from 
the fact that a man had not voted that 
that was conclusive on this point. A man 
might be away or ill, and there might 
be a number of reasons which would 
prevent him from exercising his vote, and 
for that reason it was very desirable that 
a public inquiry should be held in 
order that persons of this kind could 
come forward. 


Sir WILLIAM ANSON: 
ballot follows the local inquiry. 


FiMr. ASQUITH: Not at all. But if 
there was any difficulty in that respect 
it could be put right. It was the inten- 
tion of the Government that the ballot 
should be not conclusive proof that there 
was a four-fifths majority, but prima facie 
evidence that persons who did not vote 
“Aye”? were persons who were not 
desirous of extended facilities. The local 
inquiry was supplementary, and might 
very well enable the local authority 
to determine whether or not in such 
cases as the right hon. Gentleman had 
now put extended facilities were wanted 
and could be given. 


j- Mr. BLAKE (Longford, 8.) said this 
was not an ordinary ballot. It was a 
case in which four-fifths of the whole 
body of the electors were required to vote 
in order that the local authority might be 
induced to take a certain course in regard 
to the providing of facilities. It was 
clear, therefore, that the ballot would not 
represent the whole number of those who 
desired facilities. By taking a ballot they 
did not get the opinion of those parents who 
did not vote onaccount of sickness, absence 
on duty, or otherwise, and who always 
formed a considerable proportion of the 
whole body of electors. A local in- 
quiry was a more elastic method of as- 
certaining the views of the parents, be- 
cause the decision arrived at did not 
necessarily depend on the presence of 


every parent who desired to express an | 
Mi, Asquith 
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opinion as in the case of a ballot. As a 
rule, almost invariably, there would be a 
larger number really and _ genuinely 
desiring facilities than those whose votes 
were recorded at the polls. The dis- 
cussion in its present form was due to the 
statement which the Minister for Educa- 
tion had made as to the construction to be 
put onthe result of the ballot. What had 
aroused feeling in the Commi: tee was the 
statement of the right hon. Gentleman 
that all the parents who did not. from 
whatever cause, say “ Yes” were to be 
taken as saying “‘ No.” There must bea 
distinct assurance given that no such 
view would be taken, otherwise great in- 
justice would be inflicted, and this clause 
would become less operative for the 


But the | | purpose for which it was said to be 


/intended than anybody could have 
| expected. 

Mr. LAURENCE HARDY (Kent, 
Ashford) said he should like to 


bring before the Committee a concrete 
case which took place within four miles of 
where he lived in an urban district. In 
connection with a school attended by 
300 children there was an _ inquiry 
to ascertain the desire of the parents 
with respect to religious instruction. 
The question put to them was in the very 
words contained in the Amendment 
proposed by the noble Lord, namely— 

“Do you wish the religious instruction in 


the school which your ‘children attend te 
remain of the same character as it is now.’ 


The answers were not given under the 
ballot. All but seven of the parents 
answered the question in the affirmative, 
and further inquiry showed that of these 
seven parents four were Roman Catholics 
who, though in favour of religious in- 
struction being given in the school, 
stated that they could not be expected 
to give their assent to the form of in- 
struction which was given. The other 
three parents gave no answer, but there 
was no dissent on their part. This con- 
crete case showed that instances of great 
difficulty would arise under the ballot. 
Were they to understand that the 
accommodation under sub-section (8) 
which was to be found in schools un- 
connected with extended facilities would 
only apply to the children of those who 
appeared at the public inquiry. 
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Tue CHAIRMAN : Clearly that ques- 


tion does not arise on this Amendment. 
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Mr. LAURENCE HARDY said the 
Committee should have a clear statement 
from the Government as to what was 
really meant by ballot under the clause. 
The opinions of parents should not be 
judged by the fact of their voting or not 
voting. 


Mr. BIRRELL said that the point 
before him earlier in the afternoon, when 
he got a little beyond the rules of order, 
was sub-section (a). He certainly said, 
and it was a view which was perfectly 
clear on the reading of the clause itself, 
that the parents of the children attending 
the school would have actively to make 
known their wishes. The fact to be deter- 
mined under the very wording of the 
clause was that the parents of at least 
four-fifths of the children attending the 
school desired facilities, and if parents 
did not exercise their vote they could not 
be said by any possible rule of law, or 
equity, or common sense, to desire 
facilities. That was the whole concession 
of the clause, which was based upon the 
denominational anxiety of the parents. 
They were to express actively by vote in 
the ballot what their wishes were in the 
matter. Under sub-section (b) a public 
inquiry was to be held to ascertain 
whether or not there was sufficient ac- 
commodation in the schools for the 
number of children whose parents did not 
express a desire for facilities. In that 
inquiry nothing would be easier than to 
have evidence afforded that would go 
to show that parents who had not voted 
were not desirous of accommodation 
elsewhere. Parents who had not voted 
on account of ill-health, or for other 
reasons, could be represented at the 
public inquiry held to ascertain whether 
or not there was public school accom- 
modation for the children who would be 
excluded by the denominational feelings 
of their parents from attending the 
four-fifths schools. 
would be a very foolish inquiry 
if it did not deal with the actual 
facts of the case. So far as sub-section 


(2) was concerned, he could not with- | 
draw in any way from what he had | 
said—that the only way of indicating 
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a desire to obtain the facilities was by 
recording a vote. 


Mr. WYNDHAM said that the 
proposal of the President of the 
Board of Education was a totally im- 
practicable one. If it were adopted, 
an inquiry would in every case destroy 
any advantage supposed to be gained 
from the ballot. Unless there were as 
many votes given as there were children 
attending the school, there was a prima 
facie assumption, according to the argu- 
ment of right hon. Gentleman opposite, 
that the remainder did not actually 
desire those facilities and the local autho- 
rity was to consider whether there was 
the accommodation needed for the chil- 
dren represented by the absent voters: 
A 100 per cent. poll was unknown, so 
that in every case there would be this 
investigation or inquiry, which would 
embrace the consideration of why certain 
parents did not put in their votes. But 
how were they going to discover who 
did not vote? They could not have a 
scrutiny of a ballot of this character. 
At the local inquiry every man must 
be asked whether he had voted, and 
whether he had exhausted the whole 
of his voting power. 


*Sir HENRY FOWLER (Wolverhamp- 
ton, E.) said he had rarely heard a more 
extraordinary statement than that t») 
which the Committee had just listened. 
It was based on a misunderstanding of the 
whole situation both before and after the 
ballot. Let him recall to the Committee 
where they stood, and what promises were 
made by his right hon. friend at the 
commencement of the debate. His right 
hon. friend had distinctly stated that the 
regulations for the ballot—the whole 
machinery to be adopted—would be 
placed on the Table of the House before 
the Bill left the House of Commons. He 
had pledged himself to that, and yet a 
couple of hourshad beenspent in discussing 
'what the regulations ought to be and in 
putting into his right hon. friend’s mouth 
remarks which he did not make. This 
‘hurried on the guillotine more rapidly, 
‘and excluded consideration of other 
| matters. es 8 





a 
Mr. WYNDHAM said that if the right 


‘hon, Gentleman wished to charge him 
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with having spoken in order to waste time, 
he was under a complete misapprehension. 
He had listened carefully to all that had 
fallen from the Minister for Education, 
and he did not think that he had mis- 
represented him by a single word. 
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*SiIRJHENRY FOWLER repudiated 
having made any charge against the 
right hon. Gentleman. What he had said 
wasthattheeffect of this protracted debate 
on a detail not before the Committee, and 
which would come up at a subsequent 
stage, was a waste of time having regard 
to the serious questions which remained 
undiscussed. The whole of these pro- 
ceedings depended upon the proving of 
a fact. It was 
the parents of the children attending the 
school desired the school to go on as 
before. That was the fact to be as- 
certained ; there was no contest. Let 
them take a concrete illustration. Sup- 
pose 100 children attended a school, be- 
fore the owners of that school could claim 


that denominational education should be | 


continued as before he must prove that 
the parents of eighty of the children were 
in favour of that course. If the fact 
were not proved there was an end of it. 
The matter was a very simple one. His 
right hon. friend would tell the Committee 
the machinery by which the ballot was 
to be worked. If the initial fact was 
proved, then the next stage was the 
submission of this demand by statutory 
right to the local authority to consider 
whether the claim should be granted. 
One of the terms of the inquiry then 
to be made was whether there was 
proper accommodation for the children 
who would not attend a four-fifths school. 


Sir WILLIAM ANSON said that the 
Bill provided that there must be a public 
inquiry before the ballot took place. 
(MINIsTERIAL cries of “‘ No, no.’’] 


*Sirn HENRY FOWLER maintained 
that the initial procedure was to ascertain 
whether there were four-fifths in favour 
of the denominational education. It was 


easy to make paradoxical points regarding 
cases which did not happen in real life. 
No local authority having the knowledge 
that there was accommodation for the 
children remaining would split hairs in a 
manner totally contrary to common sense 


Mr. Wyndham. 
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and common judgment. There would be 
no occasion to argue whether the non- 
voters were for or against. As to the 
machinery cf the ballot, the local authori- 
ties were quits capable, from long ex- 
perience, cf taking a ballot so as to securs 
absolute impartiality. If the eighty out 
of 100 were in favour of these facilities 
being extended they would have to b» 
granted. 


Sir THOMAS ESMONDE suggested 
that it would be simpler to add an Amend- 
ment which would make it perfectly clear 
that the question should be decided by 
the parents who voted. 





that four-fifths of | 





Mr. HAROLD COX (Preston) appealed 
to the Government to ask themselves 
what their object was in inserting this 
clause in the Bill. Who was it that they 
wished to protect ? Surely they wished 
to protect the minority who were not 
content with the denominational teach- 
ing given in the schools. There was no 
necessity to protect the majority who 
were content with the existing denomina- 
tional teaching. They were. satisfied 
with the status quo. The only injustice 
arose in regard to those who were dis- 
satisfied with the status quo, and there- 
fore they ought to ascertain the feelings 
of the minority and not of the majority. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) 
wished to know if he was correct in 
understanding the right hon. Gentleman 
to say that his interpretation of the 
dlause was that if four-fifths of the 
parents of the children attending the 
school desired them, the facilities 
would be granted. Hon. Members 
on the Opposition side of the House 
had always understood that if accom- 
modation was not found for the other 
fifth, that was to say, for the twenty out 
of the 100, the four-fifths could not 
enjoy the facilities, 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 
E.) complained that he had not received 
a sufficient answer to his question 
whether the word “ parents” included 
the mothers. He would like to have an 
answer to that question, because it 
was the most important that could 
be asked in regard to tke Bill. 
The parents of many of the children 
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were working people and the fathers 
might be obliged to be absent at the 
time a ballot was taken. What he 
wanted to know was whether in such 
cases the mother of the children would 
be allowed to give the vote in regard 
to the facilities. 


Sir W. ROBSON said that perhaps 
he might be allowed to answer the ques- 
tion, which he was sure he did not wish 
to evade. The ballot would be taken 
in accordance with regulations to be 
made by the Board, which would pre- 
scribe the method. Prima facie, the 
word “parent ” would mean the father, 
who was, of course, the guardian of the 
child, but it would be quite open to 
the Board to prescribe a means by which 
the wish of the father could be ascer- 
tained by the vote of the mother. All 
these points would be carefully con- 
sidered. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR rose to a point of 
order, and to clear up the situation wished 
to know whether it was possible at this 
stage to raise an Amendment by which 
the particular matters which the Opposi- 
tion cared about could be brought to 
issue. They could not be brought to 
issue by merely voting for the actual 
Amendment before the Committee, and 
if it was not possible to amend that 
Amendment so as to make the issue a 
precise one, he would suggest that they 
should not rely upon this Amendment, 
but should wait until they arrived at 
Sub-section (b) to see whether the matter 
could not be raised in a precise and 
specific form. 


*THe CHAIRMAN said it was not 
possible to reply to a question regarding 
an Amendment not before him. Until 
he saw the Amendment he could not 
possibly decide upon it. He had no 
Amendment before him, but undoubtedly 
many of the objections and criticisms 
which had been raised would be dealt 
with by Amendments to sub-section (b). 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said that that 
being so, he thought they would do better 
not to divide at this point, but that they 
should raise the question on sub-section 
(6). Then they could take a division in a 
more decisive form; 
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Question put, and agreed to. 


*Mr. EVELYN CECIL (Aston Manor) 
moved to substitute ‘“‘a reasonable 
number of parents” for “the parents of 
at least four-fifths.” He said that the dis- 
cussion which they had had showed that 
circumstances might arise which would 
make it undesirable to have a hard and 
fast line. There was no virtue in the 
particular fraction of four-fifths, and a 
more elastic proposal would remove 
many difficulties. He did not himself 
understand upon what ground _ this 
particular fraction had been fixed upon, 
and he thought they were entitled 
to ask for some explanation. The 
other day he suggested some considera- 
tions which he thought showed that 
facilities should be granted to a much 
smaller number than four-fifths of the 
parents. In Prussia there was a specific 
provision to the effect that specia! 
religious instruction should be given if it 
was desired for pupils to the number of 
twelve, which was usually a far smaller 
number than four-fifths of the whole 
school. The effect of that provision was 
that special religious instruction should be 
afforded if there was a minority of 
twelve pupils. In our industrial schools 
special denominational teaching was given 
in cases where the proportion was much 
less. At Osborne Naval College, with 420 
cadets, special teaching was allowed for 
eighteen Roman Catholics among them, 
and he was assured by the authorities that 
there would be no difficulty in giving 
special denominational teaching to any 
cadets of the Free Churches all together. 
If the right hon. Gentleman’s Regula- 
tions under the Act were applied 
to this college, however, these eighteen 
cadets would not have the instruc- 
tion they desired. The authorities at 
Osborne College had told him that no 
hitch of any kind had occurred, and that 
there would be no difficulty or inter- 
ference with discipline in providing special 
religious instruction for all the three 
Churches. 


Dr. MACNAMARA (Camberwell, N.): 
Who said that ? 


*Mr. EVELYN CECIL: The authorities 








991 Education (England 


Dr. MACNAMARA: Who are the 
authorities ? 

*Mr. EVELYN CECIL: The com- 
mander and the chaplain. 


Dr. MACNAMARA: Oh! 
lain. 

*Mr. EVELYN CECIL said the chaplain 
and those engaged in the work had actual 
knowledge, and although it might be easy 
to jeer at the working of the school, with- 
out having any knowledge of the actual 
facts, he put this case forward, not as a 
conclusive instance, but as one instance 
where an infinitely smaller figure than 
four-fifths obtained. But he should like 
to appeal to the specific statements 
made by the President of the Board of 
Education himself. The right hon. 
Gentleman had given some study to 
this question in an article in the /nde- 
pendent Review of October, 1903. Fe 
there wrote— 


The chap- 


“ The parents really must, whether they like 
it or not, conquer their shyness, and, making 
their first appearance in this ancient and herrid 
controversy, tell us, when they send Tom and 
Jane to school, whether they wish them to 
receive any, and, if any, what, religious 
instruction. There is no chance of the multi- 
plication of strange parental religions. We 
are not an imaginative people. Jews, Roman 
Catholics, Anglicans, and Dissenters (in a 
lump) will usually exhaust the list.” 
® He knew that he seemed to be always 
engaged in bringing up the ghosts of the 
right hon. Gentleman’s former utterances 
when he had not the honour of sitting in 
this House or upon the Treasury Bench, 
and they were the very arguments which 
were now brought forward hy the Oppos- 
tion. There was no merit in four-fifths, no 
virtue init. What if a fluctuating local 
population made four-fifths possible in 
one month and not in the next? He 
ventured to submit to the Committee 
that it would be much better to accept 
his Amendment that ‘“‘a_ reesonable 
number” should be substituted for 
“four-fifths.” He suggested that the 
right hon. Gentleman should make the 
experiment. If it failed, then another 
methcd might be adopted. But there 
was no reason why it should fail. It 
had been tried in many cases with 
success, and in his opinion there was 
no reason why the Government should 
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not accept the Amendment he now 
moved. 


Amendment proposed— 


“Tn page 3, line 7, to leave out the words ‘ the 
parents of at least four-fifths, and insert 
the words ‘a reasonable number of parents,’ ” 
—(Mr. Evelyn Cecil.) 


Question proposed, “That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 
clause.” 


Mr. BIRRELL observed that the 
hon. Member had quoted from some- 
thing he wrote years ago. If the hon. 
Member would take steps that he should 
occupy in this country an autocratic 
position with power of issuing a man- 
damus every one was bound to obey, 
then he would undertake to deal with 
this religious question without any 
assistance or interference from the hon, 
Member or anybody else in the House. 
But the measure he was now supporting 
was a Government measure in which he 
had a part, but it was a joint operation, 
and he was not to be debarred by any 
individual expressions made some years 
ago, to the general purport and good 
sense of which, however, he still adhered, 
The hon. Member did not like “ four- 
fifths.” But would the hon. Member 
be good enough to say what was “a 
reasonable number ?” 


*Mr. EVELYN CECIL: To be ascer- 
tained in the locality. 


Mr. BIRRELL did not call that a 
reasonable suggestion—that what was a 
reasonable number was to be ascertained 
by the local authority or by a jury. In 
his opinion, Parliament must assume 
some responsibility in this matter. Par- 
liament must determine the conditions 
under which these facilities were to be 
granted. The Government, therefore, 
had chosen a number which would secure 
that the school, in order to have extended 
facilities, must be a school of an over- 
whelmingly denominational character. 
Hon. Gentlemen opposite, however, 
thought that wherever there was a child 
needing denominational instruction, that 
child ought to ke able to get it under a 
national system of education. That 
would be a perfectly rational system, 
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but it was not the scheme of this Bill, 
and it was not the scheme for which the 
great majority of the people of this 
country had voted: The hon. Member 
must recognise that the Government 
could not bring in a Bill of that de- 
scription. What they had done at great 
pains and labour—ill-requited pains and 
unrecognised labour—was to introduce 
this Clause 4. That it was not a perfect 
denominational clause, he quite agreed. 
But still, as Dr. Johnson said about 
the dancing dogs—“‘ It is not a wonder 
that the dog dances well—the wonder is 
that it dances at all!’’ And so with 
regard to this clause—the wonder was 
that it should be where it was at all. It 
was a highly exceptional clause dealing 
with a highly exceptional circumstance. 
The main circumstance was that the school 
to have these exceptional facilities must 
be beyond all question a clear denomina- 
tional school. They could not have 
nice inquiries or fine discriminations ; 
they had to deal coarsely by putting a 
large number which should prove beyond 
any doubt that the school was a deno- 
minational one. He was there to defend 
“four-fifths ’’ simply on those grounds. 
There must be an overwhelming majo- 
rity if the school was to continue on its 
way as a denominational school. The 
Government had constructed the clause 
for the benefit of schools whose character 
was overwhelming and not likely to 
change ; and they must adhere to it. 


*Mr. BUTCHER (Cambridge Univer- 
sity) said whatever might be said of 
this fraction, one thing was clear, and that 
was that the privileges acquired under it 
were of a most precarious character. 
The migration of a few families to another 
quarter of the town would destroy the 
proportion, all the more because four- 
fifths of the children were a more un- 
stable quantity than four-fifths of the 
parents. Again, an influx of undenomi- 
national children into a denominational 
school would have a similar etfect. Even 
a single hostile individual who desired 
to upset the arrangement could easily 
disturb the balance by bringing in a 
batch of children from outside. Then 
there was the fact that under the Bill 
the permission could be withdrawn at 
six months’ notice. So that the system 
was set up upon the shifting basis of a 


{27 June 1906} 





and Wules) Bill, 994 


constantly varying fraction, which might 
be four-fifths to-day and two-thirds to- 
morrow. He did not believe that the 
desired end could be attained by any 
rigid fraction. This four-fifths fraction 
opened up a new chapter in the his- 
tory of religious toleration and liberty. 
It marked the arithmetical point at 
which parental wishes might assert 
themselves, and rights of conscience 
might have a voice. Why should the 
Government express the principle of 
toleration in the form of this unheard of 
fraction? The reason was only too 
apparent. The arithmetical expression 
was an evasive expression ; it put in the 
language of arithmetic with seeming 
mathematical coldness and impartiality 
what the Government dared not say 
in plain English, What they meant 
was that the Church of England was not 
to participate in the religious liberty 
that was extended to other denomina- 
tions; that whereas 75 per cent. of the 
Church of England schools were to be 
excluded, the Roman Catholic schools, 
to the extent of 75 per cent. and more, 
were to be included. He did not wish to 
rob the Roman Catholics of a single 
school which was now in their possession. 
Those schools had been built by them 
out of hard-won earnings and from a 
devoted piety, and they ought every 
one of them to remain without question. 
All he said was, let the Church of 
England have the equality and similar 
privilege to that which was given to 
other denominations. He did not think 
that Irish Members asked for exclusive 
privileges. He heard the hon. Member 
for the Scotland Division of Liverpool 
recently insist on the cl.im of all creeds 
for religious equality. The quarrel of 
English Churchmen was not with the 
Members on the Irish Benches, with 
whom they were in hearty sympathy; 
their quarrel was with the Government, 
who resorted to a fraction which was not 
only evasive, but cowardly, and designed 
to strike a blow at the Church of 
England. From another point of view, 
this fraction inflicted peculiar hardship 
on the Established Church. The Church 
had set herself a great national task, 
before any other denomination had taken 
up the work of education. She hed 
sought to educate not only her own 
children, but all others who wished to 
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receive her instruction. If she had not 
attempted to discharge this national 
duty, and had not thrown wide her doors 
to thousands of children of other deno- 
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‘bound people to the religious organisa- 
tions to which they belonged, and the 
| words now under discussion did tend to 
loosen and to dissolve that vital bond. 


minations who wished to partake of that | 


education; if, on the contrary, she had 
taken a sectarian view of her position, 
and given an instruction rigidly and 
exclusively denominational, then she 
would have come within the privi- 
leges of the four-fifths clause. The 
fact that the Church required a 
smaller fraction was proof that she had 
been ministering to the needs of different 
denominations. The magnitude of her 
work was the measure of her offence. 
She was penalised for her comprehensive- 
ness, and put under disabilities because, 
being the Church of the nation, she hac 
attempted to do a national work. 


One more point. The limit of “four- 
fifths” in this clause taken in connection 
with the limit of the “ urban area ” meant 
the break up of one great portion of the 
organised religious life of England. He 
knew that hon. Gentleman opposite were 
not inclined to look upon the voluntary 
schools in this light. They thought 
of them, absurd as was the idea, as 
turning out little seminaries for expert 
theologians. But there was another side 
of these voluntary schools which ought 
not to be ignored. The children there 
learnt that they belonged to a religious 
community, that they were members of a 
body ; and in later years surely it was no 
small thing when one thought of their 
lonely and unsheltered lives in the great 
industrial centres, of their isolation and 
temptations, that they should be able to 
feel that they were members of a spiritual 
family, and that they had behind them a 
great background of fellowship and 
organic life, and all those mutual aids 
which to young people were the greatest 
possible help towards right _ living. 
Hon. Gentlemen opposite said, ‘ Children 


cooped up in denominational pens—how | 


can they become good citizens”? To 
him the argument was quite the oppo- 
site. To train the sense of corporate 


Mr. LANE-FOX (Yorkshire, W.R., 
Barkston Ash) said he could tell the 
| Minister for Education what a reasonable 
‘number was. It seemed to him that 
/one-half was distinctly a reasonable 
‘number. The limit in the Bill allowed 
considerable advantages to Roman Catho- 
lics, but it also inflicted considerable 
| disadvantages on the Church of England. 
Grievances which were peculiar to the 
Church of England were not receiving 
the same attention from the Government 
that other grievances were, and he as- 
| serted that their grievances would not be 
attended to unless they pointed out that 
Roman Catholics had serious grievances 
in this matter too. He thought the 
limitation distinctly excluded from the 
| operation of the clause a great majority 
of the schools of the Church of England. 
Many Members had hoped that under this 
clause they would see the redemption 
of the pledges made by Ministers up 
and down the country, but every 
Amendment was being rejected and 
'every shred of hope taken from them. 
| They were left in the position, if this 
limitation were passed, that a large 
/number of their schools had only ob- 
tained the so-called miserable advan- 
‘tages under Clause 3. They were placed 
‘under a serious disadvantage. They 
'could not in view of the great majority 
| against them protest effectively in this 
‘House. They must leave it to another 
‘place, if they thought fit, to remodel 
'this clause until the elements of justice 
‘appeared in it. The arbitrary limitation 
| was absolutely unjustified, and he hoped 
‘it would suffer the fate it deserved, 
'at the hands either of this or of some 
other Parliament. 


} 
| 


Mr. POWER (Waterford, E.) could 


| not under stand why the Government was 





life was in itself a great education in | 80 wedded to this clause. According to 
citizenship, and on the whole those who | the hon. and learned Member for South 
were most loyal to their own denomina- | Longford, it would ruin no less than 235 
tion proved also most true in their | of the Catholic schools as they at present 
allegiance to the community. From the | existed. Heat first thought that that was 
point of view of the State and of its | rather an exaggeration, and he had taken 
moral welfare, he maintained that they | the trouble to visit three schools in the 
could not afford to loosen the ties that’ neighbourhood in which he lodged. 


Mr. Butcher, 





18 
the 


SIX 


rul 
the 
Ca 
gi 


wa 


th 
all 
Ste 
reg 
fur 





997 Education (England {27 JuNE 1906} and Wales) Bill. 998 


Those three visits more than confirmed |theirown countrymen. Hence they would 
the accuracy of his hon. and learned oppose this four-fifths clause. 

friend’s. statement. The first school| 

was in Kensington Square, kept by) Lorp MORPETH said they had 
Catholic nuns. It was a small school| been told that this was an honest Bill. 
with only 114 children on the roll,) Although many hon. Members on the 
and out of that number there were) Ministerial side had declared that they 
twenty - eight Protestants. Therefore,|were anxious to give genuine facilities 
although the school had been built with|to those who desired definite religious 
(Catholic money for the education of} teaching, nevertheless many barriers 
Catholic children, it would cease to be a were interposed between that promise 
Catholic school, because if it came to a and its realisation. So many difficulties 
question of voting, a number of the; |had been placed in the way that in many 
parents of the children would decline| cases it would be impossible to obtain 
to vote. Consequently there would not such teaching. Four-fifths was an ex- 
be the majority necessary to enable the |ceedingly high proportion. The Minister 
school to be continued as at present.|for Education had asked what was a 
The second case he inquired into was ‘reasonable proportion, At any rate he 
at Fulham. He had also visited the should say that it ought to be less than 
schools connected with the Oratory four-fifths, but he was in favour of leaving 
Church. He took those schools because the matter to the local authority to 
they were the nearest to him. They determine. He was aware that some hon. 
were very large schools built at a cost Members regarded local authorities with 
of £20,000. In the girls’ school there|a certain amount of suspicion, but his 
were 165 girls, and twenty-two of them | experience of them was that they were 
were not Catholics; whilst there were far more tolerant than the majority on 
180 in the infants’ school, forty-five of! the Ministeria] side of the House. There 
them not being Catholics. That gave was hardly a local authority in the 
sixty-seven of these children as non-|country that would refuse to give the 
Catholic, and applying the four-fifths facilities permitted by this Bill, and 
rule these big schools, built largely by} even more than was proposed by the 
the pence of the poor, would cease to be'Government. The local authority upon 
Catholic schools, and they would be! which he had the honour of serving had 
giving a kind of education there which through the County Council Committee 
was never intended by the founders. asked that the limitations in Clause 4 
The first duty of the State was to see should be struck out. He felt sure that 
that a proper education was given to if the question was left to the local 
all classes of the community, and if the authorities they would give a far more 
State failed in that respect it failed in liberal-minded interpretation than the 
regard to one of its most important Government had done. Why not leave 
functions. They believed in a Catholic it to the local authority to deter- 
atmosphere in the schools because they mine whether there was a genuine 
believed that it had a good influence on the demand to continue the denominational 
minds of the young. He maintainedthat nature of the school? According to 
unless the proposed fraction was altered, the law as it .stood it had not in 
they would be doing a great injury to the the past been ir the power of 
poorest of the poor. The people of this denominational schools to refuse to admit 
country never did understand Catholic the children of other denominations, and 
tenets and principles, but Catholics were for that reason there were in the Catholic 
proud of the sacrifices made in the past and Anglican schools of Great Britain a 
by the poor people who had gone be-|good many children who did not belong 
fore them. They hoped to be able to to those particular churches. Would 
keep the schools created by those! ‘it not be a great hardship upon those 
who had been expelled from their churches, which had been doing the work 
own country, and every effort would of the State and educating the children 
be used to secure the perpetuation of ‘of all classes who were sent to them, if 
schools founded by the self-sacrifice of they were penalised and told under 





999 Edweation (England 


this Bill that they were not to give defi- 
nite religious teaching in these schools ? 
All those who had had any experience 
of administering education before the 
year 1902 knew that although the 
children might be sent to any school in 
which places were vacant, yet in Roman 
Catholic schools those places were not 
always considered available, and school 
boards were allowed to build extra 
schools, although at the time there were 
places available in the Catholic schools. 
With regard to the Church of England 
schools no such considerations held 
good, and they had a large number 
of children who did not belong to that 
church at all. He thought that fact 
alone ought to induce the Government 
to give a generous recognition of these 
services, and not to insist upon placing 
the proportion so high as four-fifths. 
Accordingly, he was in favour of leaving 
to the local authorities the definition of 
“a reasonable number,” feeling assured 
that it would be fixed by them at less 
than four-fifths. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND hoped the | 
(rovernment would yield so far at least | 
for | 


as to substitute “ three-fourths ” 
“* four-fifths.” He had the fullest con- 
fidence in the desire of the Minister for 
Education to do what was reasonable 
and fair, but surely it was not fair or 
reasonable to say that unless four-fifths 
of the children attending a denomina- 
tional school were of its particular de- 
nomination the religious character of the 
school should be entirely changed? He 
thought the President of the Board of 
Education ought to make some Amend- 


ment which would safeguard these schools | 
He | 


did not see anything particularly magical | 


against an undoubted injustice. 


If the vote 
would the 


in the fraction four-fifths. 

did not show four-fifths, 
Solicitor-General say that it was a 
fair and reasonable thing that the 
whole character of the school should be 
altered, and that the opinion of the great 
majority of parents should be ignored ? 
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would be a monstrous thing in regard 
to a Catholic school, where there 
were nearly four-fifths who desired that 
extended facilities should be given, that 
the facilities should be refused simply be- 
cause there were five or six votes less than 
therequired number. The words “a reason- 
able number of parents” in the Amend- 
ment might not be the proper words to use. 
They were very vague, and might give 
rise to a great deal of troubie, but he 
appealed to the right hon. Gentleman to 
take some step in order that Catholic 
schools which were very nearly up to the 
four-fifths should not be penalised because 
of the absence of a voter here and there, 
and because the schools had so recom- 
mended themselves that the children of 
parents belonging to other denominations 
weresentto them. There were many such 
schools, conducted by nuns and under the 
supervision of priests, where there were 
‘numbers of Protestant children, on the 
clear and honourable understanding that 
nothing should be done to change their 
religion—an understanding always most 
scrupulously carried out. He asked the 
Minister for Education to see whether it 
was not possible to insert some Amend- 
ment which would prevent this hard-and- 
fast provision from excluding from ex- 
tended facilities schools which were 
| serving their purpose properly, not only 
| in the eyes of Catholics, but in the eyes of 
|a considerable number of Protestants as 
well. Reference had been made to what 
_mysterious people in ‘another place” 
| were going to do to this Bill. He dis- 
| sociated himself entirely from hon. Gentle- 
| men above the gangway on the Opposition 
side who were always threatening the 
xovernment in that way. It was an 
intolerable thing that the representatives 
of the people should be threatened and 
badgered as to what was going to 
be done in another place. He did not like 
it at all, but if a reasonable thing was not 
| done here, undoubtedly it would be done 
‘in another place. He appealed to the 
right hon. Gentleman to safeguard these 


_ schools against an undoubted injustice, 








He firmly believed that it was the inten- and do nothing to bolster up another 
tion of the President of the Board of place. 

Education to deal perfectly frankly and | 

fairly by the denominational schools in| Mr. BIRRELL assured the hon. 
this matter, and to keep them denomina- | Gentleman that he most firmly believed 
tional if the great majority of the parents | that the Protestant parents who sent their 
wished it. His point was that it’ children for well-defined comprehensible 


Lord Morpeth. 
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reasons to Roman Catholic schools because 
of their praiseworthy excellence would be 
found among those who would vote for 
those schools continuing to be conducted 
as before. A child of his own attended for 
many years a Roman Catholic school; he 
received the utmost kindness there ; and 
he looked back upon the time he spent 
there, and always would do, as among the 
happiest periods of his life. He was now 
in New Zealand, and, as far as he could 
discover, he was to-day the strongest of 
Protestants. If while his child was there 
he himself could have been called upon 
to exercise the referendum, he should 
certainly have expressed his opinion at 
the ballot box that the school should 
continue as it was, unaltered in any 
respect. Therefore, he could not agree 
that Protestant parents would abstain 
from expressing their opinion in the like 
sense as opportunity should arise. He 
agreed that it would be a great miscarriage 
of justice if a school was deprived of 
facilities under this clause by reason of 
the fact that a number of children who 
belonged to another denomination went to 
it. As to the four-fifths, he could not in 
any way go back upon what he had said. 
The greatest possible pressure had been 
put upon him by persons whose views he 
did not share, who had pointed out 
that the number of Anglican schools 
that would be benefited under this pro- 
vision was very large. He did not 
mind how large it was. ‘The number 
of actual schools that would fall within 
the purview of this clause was much 
more numerous in the case of the 
Church of England than in that of the 
Church of Rome. It was with that object 
they wanted Clause 4 to operate as widely 
as possible within the limits which ap- 
peared on the Bill as drafted. He could 
not hold out any hope that the proportion 
would be reduced. 


Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN (Birmingham, 
W.) said he doubted very much whether 
the hon. Gentleman the Member for 
Waterford would derive much comfort 
from the interesting personal experience 
which had just been related by the right 
hon. Gentleman the President of the 
Board of Education, and which led 
him to believe that Protestants attend- 
ing Catholic schools would after this 
Act was {passed go out of their 
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way to ask that exceptional treatment 
should be given to those schools. All 
he could say was that that seemed to 
indicate to him a great amount of 
religious liberality and toleration, but 
not any very strenuous Protestantism. 


Mr. BIRRELL: Why not? If any 
person for whom I am responsible is sent 
to a Catholic school, I do not know that 
that interferes with my position. 


Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN said he 
dared say not. He always understood 
that the object of establishing a de- 
nominational and especially a Church 
school was to promote in the minds of the 
children an attachment to the denomina- 
tional religion for which the school had 
been created. When the right hon. Gentle- 
man spoke as to his readiness to accept 
for his own children Roman Catholic 
teaching, would he in the event of this 
Bill being passed petition that the 
Roman Catholic teaching should be con- 
tinued in the school? He confessed he 
did not know on what authority the 
right hon. Gentleman could imagine that 
there would be no tampering with the 
Protestant faith of his son in a Catholic 
school. On the contrary he should have 
thought that the mere atmosphere of the 
school would have tended to sap the 
Protestant faith of his son. 

Mr. BIRRELL: It did not have that 


result on my son, 


Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN said he should 
doubt whether that son was, as they 
were told, a very strong Protestant. 


Mr. BIRRELL: A good Protestant: 


Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN said he doubted 
very much whether the son would sup- 
port the policy which was now si>ported 
by his father. But this scemed t» him 
to be rather humorous than serious. 


Mr. BIRRELL: 


humorous about it. 


There is nothing 


Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN said it did not 
afford to his mind an assurance that the 
people who attended these denominational 
schools and did not agree with the 
denominational teaching in them would 
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go out of their way to ask that the 
denominational teaching should be con- 
tinued. He did not think that any 
such argument as that could ‘be sus- 
tained even if supported by the personal 
experience of the right hon. Gentleman. 
At the same time let him say to the 
hon. Gentleman the Member for Water- 
ford that they on the Opposition benches 
entirely understood his position. He 
had made it perfectly clear that the 
Irish Party did not care for the Angli- 
can case, but for their own case, which 
they were specially called upon to defend. 


Education (Englund 


*Mr. BYLES: Are you an Anglican ? 


Mr.J. CHAMBERLAIN asked whathad 
that got to do with it? He was puzzled 
to know in what possible way the hon. 
Gentleman made that observation rele- 
vant to the argument. 


*Mr. BYLES: I asked for informa- 
tion as to in what way you differentiate 
what you call “our case’’ from the case 
of the Roman Catholics. 


Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN said he 
perfectly understood that the hon. 
Gentleman and the Irish Nationalist 
Party differentiated the cases, and that 
while they argued for their own position 
they did not carry the argument so 
far as to include the case of those 
who desired Protestant denominational 
teaching. They on that side of the 
House were more liberal, because all! 
they asked for themselves they were 
ready to concede to Roman Catholics 
and other denominations. 


Mr. DILLON: Clause 3 is of no use 
to us. [Cries of “ Oh.” ] 


Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN said that 
what he was arguing for now was the 
inclusion in Clause 4 of all schools which 
were proved to be denominational, 
whether Catholic or Anglican. What the 
Opposition asked for was justice and 
full reciprocity on the part of the Irish 
Members. The great importance of this 
discussion was the light it showed on the 
genesis of the Bill. For himself, speaking 
as a Unitarian, he said that he was not 
one of those who had ever attached 
the great importance so many of his 


Mr. J. Chamberlain. 
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friends did to, denOminational teaching, 
He had said in public and in this House 
that he had never taken exception to 
the ordinary teaching given under the 
Cowper-Temple clause. He must say 
that with such experience as he had had 
of the working classes of the country 
he thought the great bulk of them were 
not so greatly interested as many people 
imagined in what was called sectarian 
teaching. That was not a new state- 
ment on his part. But if that ex. 
perience of his was accepted to that 
extent perhaps his experience would 
be accepted a little further. There 
was one thing on which they might 
always appeal to the demo>racy of 
this country, and that was the eternal 
principles of common justice. He 
opposed this Bill because he thought 
that it was unjust, and there was no 
clause of it which was more distinctively 
unjust than Clause 4; and no part 
of the clause was more unjust than 
the particular limitation of the four- 
fifths provision which had been in- 
geniously introduced in order to include 
the Catholic and exclude the Anglican 
schools. Did hon. Members think 
that when, sooner or later, this matter 
was again carried to the country— 
as it would be—they could persuade 
those who cared nothing whatever about 
denominations that it was a just arrange- 
ment which allowed to Catholic schools 
in the proportion of three-fourths cer- 
tain privileges which were withheld 
from Anglican Protestant schools? If 
they did, they would find themselves 
very much mistaken. But there was 
another injustice. The reason the Gov- 
ernment were making for the exceptions 
to Clause 4 was that there were a number 
of parents who desired denominational 
teaching—Catholic or Anglican. How 
could they justly say that because a 
man sent his children to a school where 
80 per cent. were of one denomination 
the children should have the religious 
instruction the parents desired, but 
that it should be denied if only 
79 per cent. were of that one de- 
nomination? He was sure that the 
men in the street, who, after all, dictated 
the policy of the country, would not 
support such an injustice. They would 
say that there must be some intention 
quite different from that which was 
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avowedly on the face of those proceed- 
ings. The hon. Member for Cambridge 
University had put with great force the 
peculiar hardship of some denomina- 
tional schools that were to be punished 
because of their liberalism and generosity 
to others outside those for whose 
special benefit the schools had been 
built. He would give an illustration of 
which he personally knew the facts. A 
large denominational school had recently 
been built at great expense entirely for 
denominational purposes— Church of 
England—and in that school one-third 
of the pupils were Nonconformists. 
Therefore that school would not come 
within the four-fifths provision, although 
there were board schools, Wesleyan 
schools, and Roman Catholic schools all 
round. The Nonconformist pupils only 
went to the Church of England school 
because the secular education was better 
there than in the others. He was not 
blaming them in the least, but under 
this clause the fact that those pupils 
chose to go to this denominational 
school woulda deprive it of the benefits 
of Clause 4. That was unjust. Supposing 
the managers of the school, knowing what 
would happen, were to say before the 
Bill passed that they would no longer 
accept the Nonconformist children in 
the Church school? What would be the 
result? Some of the parents would 
recognise the justice of that decision 
and would send their children to the 
public elementary or the Nonconfor- 
mist school. Others might appeal to 
the Board of Education and claim that 
their children should be received in 
schools in which religious instruction was 
given of which they disapproved. Could 
the Board of Education in justice force 
these children back into the Church 
schools, and six months afterwards allow 
the parents of these children to vote 
against the continuance of the instruction 
for which the school was established 2 
The proposition in the Bill was absolutely 
indefensible. No suc policy could 
possibly afford a permanent settlement. 
He did not threaten hon. Members 
with what might happen elsewhere, but 
sooner or later the Government would 
have to go to the people who, they said, 
had given them their mandate. He 
should like very much to have that 
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opportunity. Dr. Clifford, whose per 
sonal acquaintance he did not enjoy, 
but who appeared to speak of him 
generally by his Christian name, said at 
a public meeting the other day, “ They 
all knew what Joey wanted.” He was 
not certain that Dr. Clifford knew all 
that he wanted, but he was quite right 
if he thought he wanted a general election 
on this point as soon as possible. He 
almost challenged hon. Members to agree 
with him that the result of such an elec- 
tion would not constitute anything like 
unanimous approval of a policy which 
on the face of it was unjust, unreasonable, 
unfair, and could not be defended. 


Mr. GIBBS (Bristol, W.) said the 
provisions of the Bill were very drastic, 
and it seemed to him that under them 
these schools would be diverted from the 
main object for which they were built. 
Those’ who were responsible for them 
would be denied the just right to give 
that religious teaching to which those 
attending the schools had always been 
accustomed. A great deal had been said 
about the safeguards which were going 
to be given to the voluntary schools 
under this clause, but when they came 
to be considered they appeared to him 
to be absolutely illusory. It seemed to 
him that the proportion of four-fifths 
could apply only to schools where the 
children in attendance were all of one 
denomination. In other cases the minor- 
ity would be able to prevent any denomi- 
national teaching at all being given. He 
could very well imagine how, if this Bill 
became law, there would be no more 
denominational teaching. The right hon. 
Gentleman and his supporters denied 
that the Bill was an attack upon the 
Church of England. He could only say 
that he wished that they on the Opposi- 
tion side of the House could avoid 
believing that it was sich an attack. 
But what other conclusion could they 
come to if this proportion of four- 
fifths was persistel in? The Church 
of England had many schools, and in 
numbers of them there were children 
of all denominations, but unless four-fifths 
of the parents of the children desired 
it denominational teaching could not be 
given. He felt sure that this provision 
would exclude denominational teaching 
from hundreds if not thousands of Church 
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schools. Surely where the parents of 
half the scholars desired to have 


denominational religious instruction it 
should be given as before. Eighty per 
cent. was too large a percentage, and if 
it was persisted in in one school the 
children there would get denominational 
teaching, while in another of a precisely 
similar character they would not obtain 
it, although the children of the Anglican 
denomination constituted the great 
majority of the children attending it. 
He thought the clause was built upon 
a very shifting foundation. There 
were cases, moreover, in which, although 
the schools might obtain the privilege 
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at first, shortly afterwards the four-fifths 
might be reduced to three-fourths, and 
they would lose the right of giving 
denominational religious teaching. The 
percentage was so great that it appeared 
to him to be altogether unreasonable, and 
he appealed to the right hon. Gentleman 
to insert the fraction « of one-half, or if he 
could not do that, something more reason- 
able than four-fifths. 


Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 312; 
Noes, 142, (Division List No, 158.) 


AYES. 


Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Adkins, W. Ryland 

Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Alden, Percy 

Allen, A. Acland(Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Armstrong, W. C. Heaton 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Asquith, Rt. Hn. Herbert Henry 
Astbury, John Meir 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker, Joseph A. (Finsbury, E.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barlow,John Emmott(Somerset 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Barnes, G. N. 

Beale, W. P. 

Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) 
Bellairs, Carlyon 
Benn, John Williams(Devonp’rt 
Benn, W.('1’ w rHamlets,S. Geo. ) 
Berridge, T. H. D. 


Cleland, J. W. 
Clough, W. 


Cowan, W. H. 


{ Cameron, Robert 

Carr-Gomm, H. W. 
Causton, Rt. Hn. Richard Knight 
Cawley Frederick 

Chance, Frederick William 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Clarke, C. Goddard 


Coats, SirT.Glen( Renfrew, W. ) 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Corbett, A. Cameron(Glasgow) 
Corbett,CH. (Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Cory, Clifford John 

Cotton, Sir H. J. S. 


Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 
Crosfield, A. H. 
Crossley, William J. 


Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A. H. 

Gladstone, Rt Hn. Herbert.John 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Glover, Thomas 

roddard, Daniel Ford 

Grant, Corrie 

Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Grey, Rt. Hor. Sir Edward 
Gulland, John W. 

Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Harcourt, Rt. Hon. Lewis 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Worc’r) 
Hart- Davies, T. 

Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harwood, George 

Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmeuth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 





Bertram, Julius 

Bethell, J. H. (Essex, Romford) 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Billson, Alfred 

Birrell, Rt.Hon Augustine 
Black, ArthurW.( Bedfordshire) 
Bolton, T. D. (Derbyshire,N. E. 
Boulton, A. C. F. (Ramsey) 
Brace, William 

Bramsdon, T. A. 

Branch, James 

Brigg, John 

Brocklehurst, W. D. 

Brooke, Stoptord 

Brunner, J.¥.L.(Lancs., Leigh) 
Bryce,Rt.Hn.James (Aberdeen 
Bryce, J.A.(Inverness Burghs) 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Buckmaster, Stanley O. 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 

Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Buxton, Rt. Hn. Sydney Chas. 
Byles, William Pollard 

Cairns, Thomas 


Mr, Gibbs, 


Davies, David(Montgomery Co. 
Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, S.) 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, S.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh. 
Dickinson,.W.H.(St. Pancras, N 
Dobson, Thomas W. 

Dodd. W. H. 

Duckworth, James 

Duncan, C. ( Barrow-in- Furness 
Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Dunne, MajorE. Martin( Walsall 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Ellis, Rt. Hon. John Edward 
Evans, Samuel T. 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Everett, R. Lacey 

Faber, G. H. (Boston) 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 

















Hedges, A. Paget 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson,J.M.(Aberdeen, W.) 
Henry, Charles S. 

Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hodge, John 

Holden, E. Reshinien 
Hooper, A. G. 

Hope, John Deans (Fife, West) 
Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset,N. 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hudson, Walter 

Hutton, Alfred Eddison 
Hyde, Clarendon 

Illingworth, Perey H. 
Jackson, R. S. 

Jacoby, James Alfred 


| Jardine, Sir J. 


Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
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Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones, DavidBrynmor(Swansea | 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William(Carnarvonshire | 
Jowett, F. W. 

Kekewich, Sir George 

Kelley, George D. 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Kitson, Sir James 

Laidlaw. Robert 

Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Lawson, Sir Wilfrid 

Lavland- Barratt, Francis 

Lea, HughCecil(St. Pancras, E.) 
Leese, SirJosephF( Accrington) 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, A. Levv( Essex, Harwich) 
Lever, W.H.(Cheshire, Wirral) 
Levy, Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David | 
Lough, ‘Thomas 

Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J. M.( Falkirk B’ghs) 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 

M Arthur, William 

MCallum, John M. 

MCrae, George 

M Kenna, Reginald 

M’ Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M’Micking, Major G. 

Mantield, Harry (Northants) 
Manstield, H.Rendall( Linc ‘oln) | 
Marks, G.Croydon( Launceston) | 
Marnham, F. J. 

Mason, A. E. W. (Coventry) 
Massie, J. 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Molteno, Percy Alport 

Mond, A. 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 
Montagu, E. 8. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Morley, Rt. Hon. John 
Morrell, Philip 

Morse, L. L. 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 


Abraham, William (Cork,N.E.) 
Ambrose, Robert 

Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 
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Question proposed “ That those words 





N.) in moving to insert after the word 
* schools,” in line 8, the words ‘‘ whose 
parents voted in the ballot,” said that 
his object was to remove the difficulty 
which arose previously when the right 
hon. Gentleman explained the principle 
of the ballot and the method by 
which the decision should be arrived at. 
The right hon. Gentleman’s suggestion 
was that they should reverse the usual 
practice in all matters of election and 


allow the question to be decided by those | 


who did not vote. When a question was 
to be decided by ballot it seemed to 
him a contradiction in terms to say that 
the decision should be arrived at by those 
who took no part init. The proposals of 
the clause meant that the status of the 
schools would be altered. That being so, 
he thought that those who desired to alter 
their status should have the courage of 
their convictions and vote for the change. 
He begged to move. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 3, line 8, after the word ‘ schools,’ | 


to insert the words ‘ whose parents voted in thie 
ballot ’.”—(Sir Thomas Esmonde.) 


be inserted.” 


Mr. DILLON said the Solicitor-General 
had just now stated that if a voter 
did not go to an election he was ignored. 
That was just the point. Ifa man did not 
vote he should not be regarded, and that 
was the exact purport of the Amendment. 
When an election took place for this pur- 
pose those who did not vote ought to be 
treated as non-existent, and the only 
parents they had a right to consider when 
they adopted the method of the ballot were 
those who voted. The Amendment was 
the logical consequence of the ballot. As 
the clause originally stood there was pro- 
vided a perfectly elastic method of 
inquiry which might be presumed to be 
an exhaustive inquiry as to the views of 
the parents. There was nothing in the 
clause to prevent the local authority 
taking a week or a fortnight to discover 
the views of the parents or to give time to 
those who were absent or sick to have 
their views ascertained. But when they 
introduced a ballot which must take place 
| between certain specified hours and in a 
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certain specified place they altered the 
whole condition of the problem and 
increased against those who demanded 
facilities the necessary proportion, be- 
cause in order to produce at the ballot 
a proportion of four-fifths it would be 
necessary to have five-sixths or seven- 
eighths of the voters to secure the four- 
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Members opposite took another view. 
The essence of the matter was that these 
additional facilities should be obtained 
by an active expression of a desire on the 
part of the parents, and, therefore, it was 
not possible for the Government to accede 
tothe Amendment. He agreed that every 
precaution must be taken to see that the 


desire that these special facilities should of men to record their votes 





fifths if the whole of the parents were to| wishes of the parents were expressed and 
be taken into account. He gathered|that it would be a monstrous thing that, 
from the statement of the right hon.|because a man was absent from home, 
Gentleman that it was the intention of|the mother, who was looking after the 
the Government to count as against the |children, should not have the right of 
granting of facilities everybody who| representing him in the ballot. It was 
did not vote. He himself thought the|intended that the mother should have 
proportion of those who would “be un- ithis right, and he hoped that there would 
able to vote at a given time would be) ‘be no difficulty about that point. The 
exceedingly large. Workmen were not/only other point of hardship was that a 
masters of their own time. A man|certain number of parents might have 
engaged in the building trade might be| been prevented from expressing their 
at the other end of the country on a/opinions, and that it would be wrong to 
job. He could not see that the right| assume that such parents insisted upon 
hon. Gentleman had advanced a single| having accommodation for their children 
argument in favour of his project “of| elsewhere. Until he saw the Amend- 
counting all those who did not vote as| ‘ment that was to be moved he would con- 
against these facilities. Would it not|tent himself by saying that words could 
be more just and more generous to| be inserted to make it plain that at the 
count them as in favour of the facili-| |public inquiry any parent who did not 
ties. That would, he thought, be far| vote i in the ballot would have an oppor- 
more reasonable, because ‘those who|tunity to be represented and to indicate 
objected to them would be sure to come | th: at he had no desire for accommodation 
up and record their objection. There-|for his child. The authority in charge 
fore, if those who did not vote were to|of the public inquiry would be able to deal 
be counted at all, they should be counted|with the actual facts of the case, and 
as being in favour of the clause. That, | would be able to ascertain what public 
however, was not the Amendment be-|accommodation was needed. But he 
fore the Committee. The Amendmentjadhered to the view he had always ex- 
of his hon. friend imported common| pressed, that there was an obligation im- 
sense into this question and only said} posed on the parents to make known 
that if resort was made to the ballot) their desires, and they could not assume 
the question should be governed by) in that respect that silence gave consent. 
the ordinary laws of the ballot. | 
| Mr. T. P. O'CONNOR (Liverpool, 
Mr. BIRRELL said that the effect of Scotland) said the President of the 
this Amendment had been discussed|Board of Education expected from 
some time ago, and another Amend-}human nature what had never occurred 
ment was to be moved on sub-section ()). ‘in the whole history of mankind. Where- 
He was sorry that there was this differ-|ever voting took place and under what- 
ence of opinion. He had never assumed jever circumstances it took place there 
that it would arise, because he thought| would always be a large percentage of 
that the point was perfectly plain. The | voters who would not trouble to record 
Committee was not dealing with an ordin- their opinions. He took the case of 
ary election, but with a clause which im-|the electoral contests in the north of 
posed on certain persons, if they were Ireland. He doubted whether there 
anxious to obtain spacial facilities, the|was any place in the world where there 
duty of accurately expressing their) was such a fanatical desire on the part 
Let them 
\take West Belfast, forinstance, which wae 
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one of the great electoral battle grounds 
on the north of Ireland. Had 100 per 
cent. of the electors ever recorded their 
votes there? He believed the record 
on one occasion was 96 per cent. and 
everybody thought that a perfect mar- 
vel. Now the right hon Gentleman 
proposed that not 90 or 95 per cent. 
but 100 per cent. of the people must 
record their votes on this question on 
one side. The minority was more likely 
to be indifferent than active. The 
Minister for Education was aware that 
the number of Protestant children in 
the Catholic schools was large. When 
in Wales the other day, in the very heart 
of the Nonconformist country, he was 
told there was a Catholic school which 
had many Protestant children attending 
it. Therefore they were face to face 
with this extraordinary situation, that 
because a Catholic school rightly or 
wrongly attracted a large number oi 
Protestant children the Catholic parents 
must vote 100 per cent. while the Protes- 
tant parents were not called upon to 
vote. He thought the proposition had 
only to be stated in order to show its 
absurdity. It was perfectly reasonable 
that the desire for additional facilities 
should be genuine and active, but 
between that and the statement that 
every single one in favour of these addi- 
tional facilities must vote and would 
vote was the gap between human nature 
according to the dreams of the romancer 
and human nature in reality. A French 
statesman once said that the majority 
of men were either sluggards, cowards, 
or rogues. He would not accept the 
proposition, but he thought inactivity 
and apathy were very strong attributes 
of human nature. The Protestant 
parents were more likely not to vote 
than to vote. The Minister for Educa- 
tion seemed rather to admire the Pro- 
testant parent who sent his child to a 
Roman Catholic school, but there were 
two points of view in regard to that. 
He should certainly not advise the 
Catholic parent who had the opportunity 
of sending his child to a Catholic school 
to send it to a Protestant school. 
would show an ignoble view of the 
highest considerations of religion. There- 
fore, so far as this Protestant mino- 
rity was concerned, they began with a 
number of people who were indifferent 
Mr. T, P, O'Connor. 
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‘favour of their not voting and the more 
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the probability was in 


difficult it would make the case for the 


‘Catholics. No man felt more strongly 


than he did the extraordinary spirit of 
sacrifice Catholics in this country had 
made for the erection of their schools, 
and they would make every effort to 
retain them. But to say that 100 per 
cent. would vote was too much. The 
proposal of his hon. friend was a fair 
compromise. Let the test be the num- 
ber of parents who actually voted. ' 


Lorp BALCARRES (Lancashire, 
Chorley) said the Opposition were 
ready to support the Amendment 


which had just been placed before the 
Committee. He really thought that the 
position taken up by the President of 
the Board of Education was quite un- 
tenable. They were not dealing with an 
ordinary election. In this case if any 
person failed to vote, for whatever 
reason, whether apathy, illness, or 
absence, that fact would militate against 
facilities being granted. They could not 
but remember that in the old days of the 
School Board elections the average poll 
was 25 per cent. In 1902, when it was 
proposed to substitute another authority 
for the school boards, it was said thatthe 
reason why the large balance of the 
electors did not record their votes was 
that they were satisfied, and that they 
did not think it necessary to record their 
votes. He did not think the parents of 
other denominations who sent their 
children to Catholic or Church of England 
schools would care to state in writing 
whether they approved of the Roman 


Catholic or the Church of England creeds 


or vice versa. He felt sure that those 
parents would not desire to state on 


paper whether they approved of those 
| doctrines or not. 


That | 


Mr. BIRRELL: There is no question 
of dogma in it at all. The questions put 
to the parents will not involve in any 
form religious beliefs. 


Lorp BALCARRES said he was glad 
to have that assurance. This provision 
required not merely an 80 per cent. 
majority of those actually voting, but 
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substantially a unanimous vote of every- | 
body concerned before the facilities could 
be obtained, and that was really a very 
great hardship on those who wished to 
maintain denominational teaching. The 
President of the Board of Education had 
stated, ‘“* We all desire that these facilities, 
if they are facilities at all, shall be real 
and not a sham.” He felt that the 
limitations were so serious and onerous 
that the facilities offered under such 
conditions really would be of very 
small avail, if not entirely useless. 


*Mr. PERKS (Lincolnshire, 
suid he did not think that the 
Catholic Church need feel any grave 
anxiety on account of this particular 
provision in rural districts. 
which he represented had in it five 
Catholic schools and four of them were 
small village schools which would not be 
aifected. The only urban district which 
would be affected had a Catholic school 
with only thirty - four children. The 
singular thing was that the four Catholic 
schools in the four villages which 
would be affected by Clause 3 had 
each a larger number of Catholic 
children than the school in the urban 
district which would come under the 
purview of this clause. So that in regard 
to this clause which was intended to 
benefit the Catholic Church the practical 
effe‘t would be that four of the 
sch ols would get no benefit at all, and 
the urban district school with thirty-four 
chi! lren in attendance would alone bene- 
fit. He did not, however, think it would be 
any use giving the protection of the ballot, 
and then encouraging a lot of people 
to make an inquiry to discover how they 
had voted, or even to discover whether 
they had voted or not. It would not be 
in accordance with the principle of the 
ballot if 
discover whether they had voted or 
not in order that their views might be 
submitted to some local inquiry. The 
clause was extremely unpopular and 
would cause no end of trouble. 


Louth) 


Mr. SHACKLETON said his only fear | 
was that they were going to have far too | 
much for and against upon this question. 
It would be a very dangerous thing to | 
have a state of things under which the | 
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electors would have to decide for or against 
a Church or a Catholic school. All this 
appeared to him to be absolutely unneces- 
sary. The groundwork of the Bill, as he 
understood it, was to have ordinary 
schools under the Cowper-Temple prin- 
ciple. Clause 4 granted an exception in 
regard to schools which could prove 
that they had four-fifths of the parents 
in favour of facilities. If such a ques- 
tion was put in his district he should 
not vote at all, because he did not 


| want the exception, and that appeared to 


him to be a reasonable position to take up. 
If only those voted under this clause who 
were required to express an opinion then a 
majority of 80 per cent. would settle the 
question. That to him was a common- 
sense reading of the proposal. The 
Minister for Education had never said 
that the other 20 per cent. should be 
deducted, although he did say that the 
number who did not vote would be an 
indication that they did not want those 
facilities. At the public inquiry, if any 
parent could show that he was absent for 
any just reason which prevented him 
voting, and that he was in favour of this 
clause being made operative, no public 
authority would refuse to take his vote. 
The position would be that he would have 
to prove that he was unable to register 
his vote on the occasion when the ballot 
wastaken. Certainly a register should be 
kept of those who had voted. 


*Mr. BURDETT-COUTTS (Westmin- 
ster) said this was reallv the right place 
for an Amendment of this kind to come 
in. The Minister for Education had sug- 
gested postponing it to another part of 
the clause ; but it was necessary to define 
what was meant by the words “the 
parents of four-fifths of the children,” and 


the Amendment did that. The hon. 
Member for the Clitheroe Division 
seemed to think that it was a 


very simple matter, but he would put 
this question to him: Supposing there 
was a law or regulation which said that 2 


‘grant of money by a local authority 


fdr certain purposes must be sanctioned 
by a two-thirds majority, would that mean 
two-thirds of those voting or two-thirds 
of the whole body ? 


Me. SHACKLETON: That is for and 


against—a different thing altogether. 
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The question is: Does it mean two- 
thirds of the whole local authority, or two- 
thirds of the members who vote ? 


Mr. SHACKLETON: Two-thirds of 


the people who vote, certainly. 


*Mr. BURDETT-COUTTS said the hon. 
Member had answered that it meant 
two-thirds of the people who voted. That 
was exactly what the supporters of the 
Amendment wished to have. Four-fifths 
of the parents—he used the shortest 
phrase—should be defined as meaning 
four-fifths of the parents who voted on 
the question. That appeared to him to 
be the only fair way of getting at an ac- 
curate estimate which would enable a de- 
cision to be come to. He would venture to 
give the Committee an illustration, drawn 
from his own experiences. Some years 
ago before the extinction of the Metro- 
politan Board of Works, he was engaged 
in a project of public benefit, which 
required a large sum of money. This 
had to be obtained from various public 
sources, and all the contributions were 
made dependent on a contribution from a 
vestry. They carried the proposal by a 
two-thirds majority of those present, and 
voting at a meeting of the vestry. Then 
it was objected that a two-thirds majority, 
not of those voting, but of the whole 


o> 
vestry, was required to sanction the 
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expenditure. The law left the matter 
in doubt, and for want of a clear 
definition of the words “a two-thirds 
majority” the whole project was hung 
up for some time. He submitted that 
no such doubt ought to attach to this | 
clause, and therefore he supported the | 
Amendment. He could not find any | 
logical reason put forward by the Govern- | 
ment for treating the ballot in this | 

matter on different lines from the ballot | 
in every other matter in which - was | 
resorted to in this country. 


the remarks of the Solicitor- a 


they only led to the 


‘in this position. 
from registering his vote at a stated 
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That was the principle applied in this 
Bill, and it seemed to him altogether un- 
reasonable, illogical, confusing and likely 
to leave a legal doubt about the meaning 
of the words. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND said he 
was certain that, so far as Catholics were 
concerned, the matter was of such im- 
portance that the vote would be ex- 
haustive; but he thought the Amend- 
ment of his hon. friend should be sup- 
ported, not because it was required, but 
to safeguard cases of what would be un- 
doubted hardship and injustice if a man 
who was unable to register his vote was 
to be regarded as opposed to what in 
reality everyone knew he desired. When 
he was in Australia last year one of the 
things most largely commented upon to 
the detriment of the Labour Party there 
was that a small percentage of the electors 
went to the poll, and it was assumed that 
those who did not take the trouble to 
vote were against the Labour Party, 
Nothing could be more untrue. The 
vast majority of those who did not vote 
were in sympathy with the Labour Party, 
and they did not go to the poll because of 
the distance, or because it was unneces- 
sary to swell the majority, or because 
they were prevented from voting by 
the conditions of their ordinary everyday 
life. The proposition here laid down, that 
a man who did not vote for a proposition 
must necessarily be against it, was 
a new and dangerous doctrine, and 
he did not subscribe to it. The Govern- 
ment wanted to put the Catholic elector 
If he was prevented 


time and place, he was to be regarded 


as against the suggestion that the re- 
ligion in which he believed should be 
taught to his children in the school. It 
was an unfair suggestion, and one which 
|would work with great injustice in 
\the case of many people. ‘The 
|Government ought to reconsider the 
matter. What could be fairer than 
'the Amendment which said that 


conclusion | the votes which were cast should count, 
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that we ought to amend our electoral | and that the votes which were not cast 
system so that in future a candidate ‘should not count? He did not know 
should be elected to this House by | why the Government should lay, down 
the majority of the constituency and | the astounding proposition that every 
not by the majority of those who voted. | man who did not register his vote must 
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be taken to be against the proposition 
voted on. 


Mr. GARDNER (Berkshire, Woking- 
ham) said there had been some confusion 
in the discussion. They were not to 
have a ballot at all. They were to have 
a mixture of open voting and _ ballot 
voting. Moreover, the parents were not 
counted, but the children. The vote 
in the ballot was to be valued according 
to the number of children a parent had 
in the school. 
curious. 
if ten parents, each with four children, 


did not vote, it would vitiate the whole | 


election, and the rest of the parents 


could not have what they wanted. The | 


only way out of the difficulty was that 
those who wished to express their opinion 
as to what should be done should give 
their votes personally, and only 
votes should be counted. 


Mr. J. WARD (Stoke-on-Trent) said he | 


understood that the whole tendency and 
meaning of the clause was 
to the parents representing four-fifths 


of the children attending the school 
an opportunity of secretly registering 


their request for special facilities. He 
did not understand that there was to be a 
canvass of all the parents to ask them to 
give a vote for or against, because that 
would breed bad feeling. It was a 
subject which ought not to be under 
discussion in any shape or form, 

Amendment was absolutely absurd. 


Mr. H. R. MANSFIELD (Lincolnshire, 
Spalding) said he could not see what 
good the ballot was to be if it was only to 
register ‘‘for,” and not “against.” 
He himself had seen letters which had 
been sent to parents by their children 


from school, saying that it was the desire | 
ofthe Government to get rid of the Bible | 


out of the schools and : asking the parents 
to vote against any such decision. 


against. That was pernicious, and that 


was why they wanted the ballot to | 


enable the people, under the secrecy of | 
seemed to be shared by the hon. Member 


the ballot, to vote for or against the 
proposal. If all those who did not vote | 
were jto be brought up to a public in- | 
quiry to give their reason as to why | 
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The result would be very | 
In a school of 200 children, | 


their | 


to give | 


'coul no: 


He | 
believed any amount of influence would | 
be brought to bear on parents not to vote | 
'man said that he had no sympathy with 
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they did not vote, then indeed there was 
an end of the ballot. He hoped the 
Government would continue the policy 
of the ballot right through to the end, and 
that they would not weaken. Some 
Members of the Ministerial Party viewed 
with alarm the concessions already made : 
they had all gone one way, and he hoped 
‘that the right of the parents to speak by 
| the ballot, without the eye of the clergy- 
/man or the trustees being upon them, 
| would be preserved. 





Str W. ROBSON said he wanted to say 
'a word on the functions of the inquiry 
which was to be held after the ballot 
had taken place. There were two element: 
to be ascertained—not only the wishes of 
the parents in regard to facilities, but 
also the number of parents who desired 
other accommodation. The number of 
absentees from the ballot would be 
smaller than the number usual in an ordin- 
ary election, the regulations being drawn 
up for the purpose of giving every oppor- 
'tunity for the wishes of parents to be 
ascertained. So much did the noble 
Lord the Member for Chorley fear that 
his co-religionists would not come up to 
the ballot, that he said that if this Amend- 
/ment were not passed the facilities given 
to the Church of England schools would 
be worthless. According, then, to the 
opinion of the noble Lord, the parents 
in the Church of England did not care for 


| the facilities. 
The | 


Lorp BALCARRES said he gave most 


emphatic repudiation to that remark. 


SirW. ROBSON said that the noble Lord 
deny that that was the effect of 
his words. ke had got the words down. 
Let the Committee consider what the effect 
of them was. The right hon.Gentleman the 
Member for West Birmingham in speaking 
of denominational schools made a state- 
ment with which they were all familiar, 
but he doubted very much whether the 
country and the Committee had weighed 
its importance. The right hon. Gentle- 


who laid stress upon ordinary 
That was an attitude which 


those 
facilities. 


for East Mayo, who said that the ordinary 
facilities were of no advantage to them, 
‘but they must have distinct facilities. 
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The right hon. Gentleman the Member 
for West Birmingham, therefore, sym- 
pathised with those who said that the 
ordinary facilities were of no use, because 
he said that what the denominationalists 
desired was not merely the teaching of 
their special creeds, but that there should 
be something mysterious, unstable and 
intangible, which formed the atmosphere 
of the school and which they wished to 
preserve, 


Lorp R. CECIL rose to order and 
asked if this argument had anything to 
do with the Amendment. 


Sir W. ROBSON said he would not 
pursue the matter further if the noble 
Lord objected, especially as he felt that 
he was taking up time which might be 
used by Members of the Opposition. 
All that he would say was that they had 
also to consider this “ atmosphere” in 
regard to the minority. They had to 
consider it not only in regard to the four- 
fifths, but also in regard to the one-fifth, 
who, it seemed, were ex hypothest to be 
kept in an atmosphere which was 
langerous to their creed. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND said that 
those children could go to places where 
their own creed was taught. 


Sir W. ROBSON said the hon. Member 
was not quite right, because they were 
dealing with schools which were part of a 
national system of education, and many 
of the children were there under com- 
pulsion. Therefore they ought not only 
to consider the four-fifths, but the one 
fifth. 


Mr. RAWLINSON (Cambridge Uni- 
versity) appealed to the Government to 
reconsider their attitude to this Amend- 
ment and thus avoid doing the injustice to 
the scheme of the Bill in its original form, 
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and also to the managers of voluntary 
schools. This scheme of the ballot was 
introduced at the last moment and it 
seemed to him that it was indifferently 
understood by hon. Members and by the 
Government. His view was that a 
ballot based on a special register such 
as that provided by the Government's 
Amendments on the Paper was abso- 
lutely inapplicable in a case of this kind: 
Unless they could obtain the votes, 
not of 80 per cent of the parents 
who were interested, many of whom 
might have removed from the district 
during the six months before the ballot 
was taken, but of 80 per cent of the 
people on this special register, the 
clause would become inoperative. Great 
injustice would be done to the denomi- 
national schools if the Amendment was 
not adopted. 


*Mr. NIELD (Middlesex, Ealing) said 
they were still left in a state of consider- 
able doubt and obscurity as to the 
meaning of the word “ parents,” in 
relation to this ballot which was sug- 
gested and by this clause intended to be 
set up. We had had a variety of electoral 
systems, but we had never had such a 
machinery as was now suggested by the 
Government for ascertaining the views 
of the majority of the parents of the 
children. It seemed to him that the 
Government had set up an artificially con- 
structed ballot in order to make the 
position of the parents who desired the 
continuance of denominational teaching 
as difficult as possible. He ventured 
to zay that a system in which the num- 
ber of persons who had not recorded 
their votes was to be taken into account 
had never been known in the electoral 
system of this country. 


Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 158; 
Noes, 295. (Division List No. 159.) 


AYES. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) | Baldwin, Alfred 

Balfour, Rt HnA.J.(City Lond.) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John 8S. Harmood- 
Baring, Hon. Guy (Winchester) | 


Acland-Hood,Rt.Hn.SirAlexF. | 
Ambrose, Robert 

Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Ashley, W. W. 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt.Hon.SirH. 
Balcarres, Lord 


Mr. Robson. 


Barnes, G. N. 


Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry,N.) 
Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 


3eckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 
Blake, Edward 
Boland, John 

Bowles, G. Stewart 
Boyle, Sir Edward 
3ridgeman, W. Clive 
3urdett-Coutts, W. 
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Burke, E. Haviland- 

sutcher, Samuel Henry 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, E. Hildred 
Cavendish, Rt. Hon. Victor C.W. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, LordR.(Marylebone, E. ) 
Chamberlain, Rt.Hn.J.(Birm. 
Clancy, John Joseph 

Coates, E.Feetham( Lewisham) 
Cochrane, Hn. Thos. H. A. E. 
Cogan, Denis J. 

Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Cox, Harold 

Craig,Captain James (Down,E.) 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Crean, Eugene 

Crosfield, A. H. 

Cross, Alexander 

Delany, William 
Devlin,CharlesRamsay(Galway 
Dillon, John 

Dixon. Sir Daniel 
Dixon-Hartland, SirFredDixon 
Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Doughty, Sir George 
Douglas, Rt. Hon. A 
Du Cros, Harvey 
Duffy, William J. 
Duncan, Robert( Lanark Govan 
Fardell, se T. George 
Farrell, James Patrick 

Fell, Arthur 

Ffrench, Peter 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Ginnell, L. 

Glover, Thomas 

Haddock, George R. 

Halpin, J 

Hammond, John 

Hardy, Laurence(Kent Ashford 
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Abraham, William (Rhondda) 

Acland, Francis Dyke 

Adkins, W. Ryland 

Agnew, George William 

Ainsworth, John Stirling 

Alden, Percy 

Allen, A. Acland(Christchurch) 

Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 

Armstrong, W. C. Heaton 

Astbury, John Meir 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 

Baker, JosephA.(Finsbury, E. ) 

Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 

Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 

Barlow John Emmott(Some rset 

Barlow, Perey (Bedford) 

Barnard, E. B. 

Beale, W. P. 

Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) 
sellairs, Carlyon 

Benn,John Williams (Dev onp'rt | 

Benn, W.(T’w’rHamlets,S. Geo. 

Berridge, T. H. D. 


| Middlemore, 
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Harrington, Timothy 
Harrison- Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Hayden, John Patrick 
Hazleton, Richard 

Hogan, Michael 

Houston, Robert Paterson 
Jowett, F. W. 

Joyce, Michael 

Kelley, George D. 

Kennaway, Rt.Hn.SirJohnH. 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt.Hn.Col.W. 
Keswick, William 

Kilbride, Denis 

King, Sir Henry Seymour(Hull) 
Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm. 
Lane-Fox, G. R. 

Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lockwood, RtHn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Lundon, W. 

Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah(Down,S.) 
MacVeigh, Charles(Donegal,E. ) 
M Hugh, Patrick A. 

M Kean, John 

M’Killop, W. 

Magnus, Sir Philip 

Masterman, C. F. G. 

Meagher, Michael 

Meehan, Patrick A. 
JohnThrogmorton 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Mooney, J. J. 

Morpeth, Viscount 
Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Nield, Herbert 

Nolan, Joseph 

O’ Brien, Kendal(TipperaryMid 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Brien, William (Cork) 
O'Connor, James(Wicklow, W. 
O'Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 

O’ Doherty, Philip 





NOES 


Bertram, Julius 
Bethell, J. H. (Essex, Romford) 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Billson, Alfred 
Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Black, Arthur W.( Bedfordshire) 
Bolton, T.D.(Derbyshire, N.E.) 
Boulton, A. C. F. (Ramsey) 
3race, William 
Bramsdon, T. A. 
Branch, James 
Brigg, John 
Brocklehurst, W. D. 
Brooke, Stopford 
Brunner, J. F. L.(Lanes., Leigh) | 
Bryce, RtHn.James(Aberdeen) | 
Bryce, J.A.(Inverness Burghs) | 
Buckmaster, Stanley O. 
Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Burnyeat, J. D. W. 
Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Buxton, Rt.Hn.SydneyCharles | 
Byles, William Pollard | 


| Clarke, 
| Cleland, J. W. 
| Clough, W. 
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O'Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 
O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
O'Dowd, John 

O'Hare, Patrick 

O’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 

O’ Kelly, James(Roscommon,N. 
O'Malley, William 

O'Mara, James 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

O’Shee, James John 

Paul, Herbert 

Pease, Herbert Pike(Darlington 
Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Power, Patrick Joseph 
Rawlinson, John Fredrick P. 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, JohnE.(Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Roche, Augustine (Cork) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 
Rothschild, Hon. LionelWalter 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 

Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Seddon, J. 

| Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 


Smyth, Thomas F. (Leitrim, 8.) 


Snowden, P. 

Starkey, John R. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Sullivan, Donal 

Thomson, W. Mitchell-(Lanark) 
Valentia, Viscount 

White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
Young, Samuel 

Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Sir 
Thomas Esmonde and Cap- 
tain Donelan. 


Cairns, Thomas 

Cameron, Robert 

Carr-Gomm, H. W. 
Causton, Rt. Hn. Richard Knight 
Cawley, Frederick 

Chance, Frederick William 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 

C. Goddard 


Coats, SirT.Glen( Renfrew, W.) 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins,SirWm.J.(S. Pancras, W. 
Cooper, G. J. 

| Corbett, A.Cameron(Glasgow) 
Corbett, Cc are x, E.Grinst’d 
Corbett. T. L. (Down, North) 
Cornw “A Sir Edwin A. 

Cory, Clifford John 

Cotton, Sir H. J. 8. 
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Cowan, W. H. 

Cremer, William kandal 
Crombie, John William “} 
Crooks, William f 
Crossley, William J. 

Davies, David(MontgomeryCo. 
Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
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| Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) | Richards, T.F.(Wolverh’mpton 
» | Jones, David Brynmor(Swansea) | Richardson, A.i 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) | Rickett, J. Compton 
| Jones, William(Carnarvonshire) | Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) ' 
| Kekewich, Sir George | Robertson, Rt. Hn. E.(Dundee) 
King, Alfred John (Knutsford) | Robertson, SirG.Scott(Bradf'rd 
| Kitson, Sir James Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 





Davies, M. Vaughan-(Cardigan | Laidlaw, Robert 


Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, 8.) 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, S$.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh. 
Dickinson, W.H.(St.Pancras,N. 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dobson, Thomas W. 

Dodd, W. H. 

Duckworth, James 

Duncan, C.(Barrow-in-Furness 
Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Dunne, MajorE. Martin(Walsall 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Ellis, Rt. Hon. John Edward 
Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Everett, R. Lacey 

Faber, G. H. (Boston) 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 

Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fowler, Rt.Hon. Sir Henry 
Fuller, John} Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A. H. 

Glendinning, R. G. 

@oddard, Daniel Ford 
Greenwcod, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood. Hamar (York) 
Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Gulland, Jchn W. 

Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Harcourt, Rt. Hon. Lewis 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B.(Worc’r) 
Hart-Davies, T. 

Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson, J.M.(Aberdeen,W. ) 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp _ 
Hobart, Sir Robert ~~ 
Hodge, John 

Holden, E. Hopkinson 
Hooper, A. G. 

Hope, John Deans (Fife, West) 
Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset,N 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hutton, Alfred Eddison 
Hyde, Clarendon 

Illingworth, Percy H. 
Jackson, R. 8. 

Jacoby, James Alfred 
Jardine, Sir J. 

Johnson, Jchn (Gateslead) 


| Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
| Lambert, George 


Lament, Norman 
Layland-Barratt, Francis 

Lea, Hugh Cecil(St. Pancras, E.) 
Leese, SirJosephF.(Accrington. 
Lehmann, R. C. 


| Lever, A.Levy (Essex, Harwich 


Lever, W. H. (Cheshire, Wirral) 
Levy, Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 

Lough, Thomas 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald,J. M.(FalkirkB’ghs) 
Maclean, Donald 

Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
M‘Arthur, William 

M‘Callum, John M. 

M‘Crae, George 

M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major G. 

Mantfield, Harry (Northants) 
Mansfield, H. Rendall(Lincoln) 
Marks, G.Croydon( Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J. 

Mason, A. E. W. (Coventry) 
Massie, J. 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Molteno, Percy Alport 

Mond, A. 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 
Montagu, E. 8. 

Montgomery, H. H. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morrell, Philip 

Morse, L. L. 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. Bb. 

Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) 
Newnes, Sir G. (Swansea) 
Nicholls, George 

Nussey, Thomas Willans 
Nuttall, Harry 

Parker, James (Halifax) 
Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pearson, W. H. M. (Suffolk, Eye 
Perks, Robert William 
Philipps, Col.Ivor(S’thampton) 
Philipps, J.Wynford(Pembroke 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pollard, Dr. 

Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh,Central) 
Priestley, Arthur (Grantham) 
Priestley, W.E.B. (Bradford, E. 
Radford, G. H. 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 


| Richards, Thos. (W. Monm’th) 


Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
| Rose, Charles Day 
| Rowlands, J. 
| Russell, T. W. 
| Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland: 
Samuel, 8. M. (Whitechapel) 
| Schwann, Chas. E. (Mancheste: 
Sears, J. E. 
Seaverns, J. H. 
Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Chas. Edw. (Stafford) 
| Shipman, Dr. John G. 
| Sileock, Thomas Ball 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Soames, Arthur Wellesley , 
| Soares, Ernest J. 
| Spicer, Albert 
Stanger, H. Y. 
Stanley, Hn. A.Lyulph (Chesh. } 
Steadman, W. C. 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Summerbell, T. 
Sutherland, J. E. 
Taylor, Austin (East Toxteih) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C (Radclific) 
Tennant, Sir Edward(Salisbury 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Thompson,J.W.H.(Somerset.E 
Tillett, Louis John 
Tomkinson, James 
Torrance, A. M. 
Toulmin, George 
Verney, F. W. 
Vivian, Henry 
| Walker, H. De R. (Leicester} 
Wallace, Robert 
Walsh, Stephen 
Walters, John Tudor 
Ward, John (Stoke upon Trent 
Ward, W. Dudley(Southampton 
Wardle, George J. 
Wason,John Cathcart (Orkney) 
Waterlow, D. 8. 
Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 
Weir, James Galloway 
White, George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
| White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
| Whitehead, Rowland 
Whitley, J.H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wiles, Thomas 
Wilkie, Alexander 
| Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
| Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarthen 
Williamson, A. 
Wills, Arthur Walters 
Wilson, H..J. (York, W.RB.) 
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Wilson, John (Durham, Mid.) 
Wilson, J.W.(Worcestersh. N.) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras,S. ) 
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Winfrey, R. 
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Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 
Woodhouse, SirJ.T.(Huddersf’d 
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TELLERS FOR THE NoES—Mr 
Whiteley andj Mr. J. A. 
Pease. 


Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) | Yoxall, James Henry 


Lorp R. CECIL said he desired to 
move the Amendment standing in the 
name of the right hon. Gentleman 
the Member for South Dublin—to leave 
out the words “ public schools” f om 
the first line of paragraph (6). The 
object was that it should not be necessary 
to find for the children of the minority 
another school altogether, provided that 
sufficient accommodation was afforded 
either in the four-fifths school itself or 
somewhere else, for giving them the 
religious instruction they required. The 
object of paragraph (b) was quite plain. 
The theory of the paragraph was that 
in single school areas it was not 
fair that the school should be a 
four-fifths school, or, in other words 
that there must be provision for the 
teaching of a Nonconformist child other 
than in a Church school. Something 
would have to be done to alter the clause 
as it stood. What did it amount to ? 
That where three-fourths of the children 
were members of the Church of England 
and one-quarter members of the Non- 
conformist body then they could take 
from the three-fourths the religious 
instruction they desired and force upon 
them the religious instruction which only 
one-fourth of the children attending the 
school desired. That did not appear to 
him to be justice. It was the duty of 
the Government as far as possible to pro- 
vide that no child attending a public 
elementary school should suffer in any 
way by this Bill in the matter of religious 
instruction, and to see that every child 
should receive the religious instruction 
that its parents desired. If the Amend- 
ment were carried no doubt that idea 
would be nearly secured. The only 
solution which hon. Members would be 
compelled to adopt sooner or later, unless 
they accepted what was proposed in this 
Amendment, would be one involving 
purely secular teaching. In that way 
they would as nearly as _ possible 
secure all children against the injustice 
of receiving religious instruction which 
they did not require. It was of the 
utmost importance to p ovide in every 
Way for meeting the religious objec- 
tions of the parents. Although the 





clause was by no means a perfect one, it 
contained the germ of a settlement, anc 
it was a matter of satisfaction to hin 
that its principle had been upheld by the 
Party opposite, believing, as he did, that 
sooner or later they would be compellec 
to make that principle a reality in the 
education of the country. 


Amendment proposed— 


‘<In page 3, line 9, to leave out the words 
‘public school.’ ”—(ZLord R. Cecil.) 


Question proposed, “ That the words 
proposed tobe left out stand part of the 
clause.” 


Mr. DILLON said the Amendment 
raised an exceedingly important ques- 
tion—the question why it should be 
made a condition of giving these extended 
facilities that the children whose parents 
did not desire the facilities should have 
to be accommodated in other schools. 
It was made a complaint by Non- 
conformists against Clause 4 that these 
children were to be turned out of the 
schools. He did not see why this re- 
quirement should apply in the case of 
schools into which the minority had 
entered willingly. The parents, unasked, 
had sent their children to those schools 
with the present religious instruction in 
full swing, and therefore, it was perfectly 
clear that there was no conscientious diffi- 
culty. By the very structure of the clause 
it only applied to schools into which these 
children went, not from compulsion but 
from choice. He would ask hon. Gentle- 
men opposite to apply the principle of 
fair play and equal treatment in this 
matter. Let them take the ordinary proe 
vided schools. There they had a system 
which had been described by Dr. Clifford 
as civic Protestantism. Did they in- 
sist before they allowed this civic Protes- 
tantism to be taught in this country 
that there should be other school accom- 
modation ? If they did not, where was 
the equality and fair play? Where was 
the justice of compelling the minority 
in a provided school, where civic Protes- 
tantism was taught to remain there, 
through want of other accommodation. 
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and of saying that denominational schools | 
should not have the right to teach the | 
religion of the Church of England or | 


Catholic religion to four-fifths, until the 
other children found accommodation in 
other schools? That was not justice. 
In the vast majority of schools that 
same under Clause 4, where children of 
another religion went into the schools of 


their own free will, accepting the religious | 
instruction given, there was no justice or | 
reason in insisting as a condition of the | 


continuation of the instruction that 
accommodation should be 


other schools for those children. 


Mr. ALFRED HUTTON (Yorkshire, | 


W.R., Morley) understood there might 


be some difficulty in dealing with the | 
parents did | 
not fall in with the religious educa- | 


one-fifth children whose 
tion given in the denominational 
school. The alternative school was sup- 
posed to be an adequate provision for 


them, but he thought hon. Members | 
were now pretty well aware that the 


law was not the only compulsory force 


which drove the children into a_par- | 


ticular school. Distance, convenience, 


and safety were strong forces which | 


sometimes compelled their entrance into 
schools their parents might not other- 
wise choose. If it was intended by this 
Amendment that Church of England 
teaching or Cowper-Temple 
might be given inside a Roman Catholic 


school, in some other class-room, at the | 


same time as the extended facilities 
teaching was given by the authorised 
person, he saw no reason for opposing the 
suggestion. 


that as Clause 4 gave very large facilities 
for those who preferred denominational 


education he could not see why the | 
Government should not accept the offer | 


now made by the hon. Member for East 
Mayo. If the matter were pressed to a 
division he would go into the lobby with 
the hon. Member. 


Mr.J. CHAMBERLAIN said he gathered 
from the nature of the cheers on the other 
side of the House that they anticipated 
the welcome which he desired to give to 
the speech that had just been delivered. 
He*only desired to point out to the hon. 
Member for the Morley Division that the 


Mr. Dillon. 
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found in| 


teaching | 


He preferred undenomina- | 
tional education, but he was bound to say | 
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suggestion had been made by other 
speakers besides the Member for East 
Mayo, and by no one more earnestly than 
by himself. The proposal was for univer- 
sal facilities, and he joined in pressing 
jon the Government the solution which 
|he had already suggested. Whether or 
/not there should be entire separation 
between religious and secular instruction, 
so far as payment either out of taxes or 
rates was concerned, there should be 
universal facilities for those who dis- 
'sented from the teaching in any given 
school to secure for their children the kind 
of religious education which they desired. 
| Where children, owing to reasons of 
distance, convenience, and the like, were 
' sent for secular education to a school at 
which religious instruction was given of 
which their parents did not approve, it 
would be very unsafe to rely upon those 
parents to support the managers in secur- 
ing the continuance of the religious 
instruction now given. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. BIRRELL said the construction 
which the right hon. Gentleman put upon 
the Amendment was that it would make 
| facilities universal. That was a course 
which the Government could not adopt. 
They had made the course they had 
'taken perfectly plain. It was part and 
parcel of the proposals of Clause 4 that 
the facilities should not be extended 
unless there was in the area where the 
four-fifths school was set up, unde- 
nominational accommodation in a public 
'school for the children who did not 
desire the facilities. This was a very 
difficult Amendment to deal with. It 
started off by leaving out the words 
“public school.” Those words had a 
technical meaning. Parliament, by Sec- 
tion 5 of the Act of 1870, had required 
the provision of a sufficient amount of 
public school accommodation without 
payment of a fee. It was essential that 
there should be in an area where a four- 
fifths school was set up sufficient public 
school accommodation—accommodation 
in a school where no fee was charged— 
for the children whose parents did not 
desire these facilities. That was one 
technical reason why it was impossible 
to accept the Amendment. The Bill 
| proceeded on the assumption that the 
‘children were not required to go to the 
‘four-fifths school, and, if their parents 
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refused, that there should be public 
school accommodation elsewhere. It was 
not proposed, as the hon. Member for 
East Mayo suggested, that the one-fifth 
should be turned out, but only that there 
should be another school to which they 
could go if they wanted to. 


Mr. DILLON: Supposing they all 
declared they did not want to go, must 
they still have the other accommodation 
provided for them ? 


Mr. BIRRELL said no, and that was 
not the point. The objection to the noble 
Lord’s proposal was that the one-fifth 
might be kept in the school against their 
will. If they were satisfied with the school 
they could vote for it, and that school 
would then get the facilities. But it was 
perfectly plain that if they were dis- 
satisfied, and did not want their children 
educated in the school with these ex- 
tended facilities, it was part and parcel, 
a sine qua non of the proposal of the 
Government that there should be a 
public school within the area in which 
they could receive their secular instruc- 
tion. The Government view was that 
in the four-fifths school there might be 
denominational teaching every day in 
the week, and they did not wish to intro- 
duce into these four-fifths schools what 
was called the ‘“ Cowper-Temple _ re- 
ligion.” Neither did they wish to com- 
pel any child to receive this denomina- 
tional teaching if its parents objected 
to it. Therefore, anyone who had made 
a study of Clause 4 would see that it was 
impossible for the Government to accept 
this Amendment. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said the right 
hon. Gentleman had spoken of those 
who had made a special study of Clause 
4, A great many of them had made a 
special study of the clause, but they had 
seldom had a more difficult subject for 
investigation, and since the Government 
had set to work to amend it, the clause 
had become perfectly unintelligible. The 
right hon. Gentleman, with a confidence 
which really surprised him, had spoken as 
if the Committee were seised of the 
method by which the Education Depart- 
ment and the local authority were to 
make themselves acquainted with the 
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wishes of the one-fifth minority. They 
had not the least notion how the opinion 
of the one-fifth was to be ascertained. 
Would the Government destroy the 
denominational character of a school 
where there was one-fifth of a different 
denomination, but who did not want to 
go anywhere else? The Bill required 
other accommodation to be found for 
the minority. Why go to that expense 
if the existing accommodation were 
satisfactory ? Why, if there were no 
other accommodation, destroy the denom- 
inational character of the school? The 
right hon. Gentleman was ingenious in 
his defence of Clause 4. Whenever it 
was criticised, he said with engaging 
frankness that it was a wretched, in- 
defensible, and inconsistent clause, but 
that its critics ought to be thankful for 
having any clause at all. By rejecting 
an Amendment evidently calculated to 
carry out the wishes of the parents, 
the right hon. Gentleman had excited 
the disgust of the hon. Member for Morley, 
who spoke for the Nonconformists. 
[Cries of “No.’] The hon. Member 
used to speak for the Nonconformists, 
and his fate was a sad example of the 
mutability of human fortunes. The hon. 
Member had lapsed into a generous and 
tolerant attitude towards those who did 
not agree with him in their religious and 
educational views. What was the result ? 
Faithful service extending over many 
years, laborious efforts made all through 
the protracted debates of 1902 against 
the iniquitous provisions of a flagitiou: 
measure—all these were vain, one lapse 
into generosity had wiped out the services 
of years. The hon. Member would be 
driven in the long run to take his place 
among the small but faithful band of 
Liberal Churchmen, or even to cross the 
floor of the House and utter his criti- 
cisms of the Government in a less chilling 
atmosphere and amid less hostile sur- 
roundings. But though the right hon. 
Gentleman was obdurate to persuasion. 
the case submitted was difficult to resist. 
There was the case of the school men- 
tioned by the right hon. Member for 
West Birmingham—a school built, re- 
cently, entirely out of Church funds, 
in the neighbourhood of board schools 
and yet containing a considerable number 
of Nonconformist children. The Govern- 
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‘children would, if they preferred a de- 
nominational to a Board School for their 
children, vote for the continuance of the 
denominational system. Surely, that 
was the last course which knowledge 
of human nature suggested as probable. 
By the provisions of the Bil] the Govern- 
ment, while surely doing all they could 
for the one-third of Nonconformist 
children who voluntarily went to that 
school, might have some consideration 
for the two-thirds whose money had been 
spent in providing the school, seeing 
that it remained in the possession of the 
denomination as a denominational school, 
with the power of having special facilities 
for the two-thirds of the school children 
adhering to the denomination. The right 
hon. Gentleman had said that the Amend- 
ment was contrary to the plan of the 
Government. This procedure had been 
adopted by the Government throughout 
these debates. He believed that the clause 
was genuinely intended as some relief 
to the denominationalists, and as such 
he had intended to welcome it. But 
when he found that everything which 
prevented the clause from being a delusion 
was rejected, that everything which 
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turned a sham into a reality was cast 
aside with scorn, he did not know whether 
he would not express his own feelings 
worse by supporting the clause than by 
voting against it. The right hon. Gentle- 
man had shown no attempt to meet the 
Opposition, neither had he attempted 


to make the clause a reality. [‘ Oh, | 
oh.”] The right hon. Gentleman’s 
excuse was that this was an unde- 


nominational Bill, and a denominational 
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clause stuck into it was an anomaly, 
and, being an anomaly, they could not 
expect the work to be artistically perfect. 
Was, then, the clause worthy the support 
of the Committee in its present 
shape? [“No.”] In view of the line 
which the right hon. Gentleman had 
taken, it was a very difficult question to 
answer; but it was clear that no de- 
nomination would really gain by the 
clause unless it was profoundly amended 
at some later stage of the Bill. Un- 
fortunately, the Opposition were not in a 
position to compel the production of 
these Amendments on the Committee 
stage, as might have been the case had 
there been greater opportunities of dis- 
cussion. There were cases in which no 
Government could stand the reiter- 
ated expression of unanswerable argu- 
ments. The arguments were unanswer- 
able, but they could not be reiterated, 
and in Committee the Clause would pass 
with all its imperfections upon it. But if 
it remained permanently in the shape in 
which the Government desired to pass it 
at present, the idea that it was a valuable 
concession to certain great interests in the 
country was a complete delusion. Changes 
would have to be introduced in it at future 
stages, and they must be real and sub- 
stantial if they were to carry out the policy 
which the Government themselves pio- 
fessed. 


Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 367; 
Noes, 197. (Division list No. 160.) 


AYES, 


Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Adkins, W. Ryland 

Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Alden, Percy 

Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Armitage, R. 

Armstrong, W. C. Heaton 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Asquith, Rt. Hon. Herbert H. 
Astbury, John Meir 
Atherley-Jones, L. 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker, J. A. (Finsbury, E.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barlow, John E. (Somerset) 


Mr, A. J. Balfour. 


Barnard, E. B. 
Barnes, G. N. 


Beauchamp, E. 


Bennett, E. N. 


Bertram, Julius 


Billson, Alfred 


Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 


Barran, Rowland Hirst 


Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) | 
Bellairs, Carlyon | 
Benn, JohnWilliams(Devonp’rt | 
Benn, W. (T’wr HamletsS.Geo. } 


Berridge, T. H. D. 


Bethell, J. H. (Essex, Romford) | 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) | Burnyeat, J. D. W. 


Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Black, Arthur W. 
Bolton, T. D.(Derbyshire,N. E.) | Gameron, Robert 
3oulton, A. C. F. (Ramsey) 


Brace, William 

Bramsdon, T. A. 

Branch, James 

Brigg, John 
| Brocklehurst, W. D. 
3rodie, H. C. 
| Brooke, Stopford 
Brunner, J. F.L.(Lancs., Leigh) 
Bryce, Rt. Hn. Jas. (Aberdeen) 
Bryce, J. A. (Inverness Burghs) 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Buckmaster, Stanley O. 
Burns, Rt. Hon. John 


Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
| Buxton, Rt. Hn. Sydney Chas. 
(Bedfordshire) | Cairns, Thomas 


} Carr-Gomm, H. W. 
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Causton, Rt. Hn. Richard K. 
Cawley, Frederick 
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Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Clarke, C. Goddard 

Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, W. 

Coats, Sir T.Glen (Renfrew, W.) 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins, Sir W.J.(S. Pancras, W.) 
Cooper, G. J. 

Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Corbett,C. H.(Sussex, E Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Cory, Clifford John 

Cotton, Sir H. J. 8. 

Cowan, W. H. 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 
Crooks, William 

Cross, Alexander 

Crossley, William J. 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, D. (Montgomery Co.) 
Davies, Ellis William (Kifion) 
Davies,M. Vaughan-(Cardigan) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, 8.) 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, 8S.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh. ) 
Dickinson, W.H.(St. Pancras,N. 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dobson, Thomas W. 

Dodd, W. H. 

Duckworth, James 

Duncan, C.(Barrow-inFurness) 
Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Dunne, Maj. E.Martin( Walsall) | 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Fllis. Rt. Hon. John Edward 
Erskine, David C. 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Everett, R. Lacey 

Faber, G. H. (Boston) 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Furness, Sir Christopher 
Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A. H. 

Gladstune, Rt.Hon. Herb.John 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Daniel Ford 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Grove, Archibald 

Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Gulland, John W. 
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Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Harcourt, Rt. Hon. Lewis 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 
Harmsworth, R.L.(Caith’ss-sh) 
Hart- Davies, T. 

Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson, J. M. (Aberdeen, W. 
Herbert, Col. Ivor (Mon. S.) 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hodge, John 


| Holden, E. Hopkinson 


Hooper, A. G. 


| Hope, John Deans (Fife, West) 


Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset,N. 


| Horniman, Emslie John 
| Horridge, Thomas Gardiner 


Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hyde, Clarendon 
Illingworth, Percy H. 
Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 
Jackson, R. 8. 

Jacoby, James Alfred 
Jardine, Sir J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 


| Jones, David B. (Swansea) 
| Jones, Leif (Appleby) 


Jones, William (Carnarvonsh. ) 
Jowett, F. W. 

Kearley, Hudson E. 
Kekewich, Sir George 


| Kelley, George D. 


Kincaid-Smith, Captain 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Kitson, Sir James 

Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamb, Edmund G. (Leominster 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Lawson, Sir Wilfrid 

Layland- Barratt, Francis 

Lea, Hugh Cecil (St. Pancras, E. 
Leese, Sir J. A. (Accrington) 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, A. Levy (Essex, Harwich) 
Lever, W. H.(Cheshire, Wirral) 
Levy, Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Thomas 

Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J.M.(Falkirk B’ghs) 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Maclean, Donald 

Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
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M‘Arthur, William 

M‘Cullum, John M. 

M‘Crae, George 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 

M‘Laren, Sir C. B. (Leicester) 
M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major G. 

Mallet, Charles E. 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Mansfield, H. Rendall (Lincoln) 
Markham, Arthur Basil 
Marks,G. Croydon (Launcest’n) 
Maraoham, F. J. 

Mason, A. E. W. (Coventry) 
Massie, J, 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Molteno, Percy Alport 

Mond, A. 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 
Montagu, E. S. 

Montgomery, H. H. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Morley, Rt. Hon. John 
Morrell, Philip 

Morse, L. L. 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. B. 

Newnes, F. (Notts. Bassetlaw) 
Newnes, Sir George (Swansea) 
Nicholls, George 

Nicholson, Chas. N.(Doncast’r) 
Norman, Henry 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nuttall, Harry 

O'Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pearson, W.H.M.(Suffolk, Eye) 
Perks, Robert William 
Philipps,Col.Ivor (S’thampton) 
Philipps,J. Wynford(Pembroke) 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pollard, Dr. 

Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh, Central) 
Price, Robert John (Norfolk, E. 
Priestley, Arthur (Grantham) 
Priestley, W.E.B.( Bradford, E. 
Radford, G. H. 

Rainy, A. Rolland 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Rees, J. D. 

Rendall, Athelstan 

Renton, Major Leslie 

Richards, Thos. (W. Monm’th) 
Richards,T. F. (Wolverh’mp’n) 
Richardson, A. 

Rickett, J. Compton 

Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, Chas. H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs) 
Robertson, Rt. Hn. E.(Dundee} 
Robertson, SirG.Scott(Bradf’rd 
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Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, 8. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Rose, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Walter 

Russell, T. W. 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel, Herb. L. (Cleveland) 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 

Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann,Chas. E. (Manchester) 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Seely, Major J. B. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B.) 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Silcock, Thomas Ball 

Simon, John Allsebrook 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 

Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Snowden, P. 

Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Soares, Ernest J 

Spicer, Albert 

Stanger, H. Y. 

Stanley, Hn. A.Lyulph (Chesh.) 
Steadman, W. C. 


Abraham, Wm. (Cork, N.E.) 
Ambrose, 20bert 

Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt.Hon.Sir H. 
Balcarres, Lord 

Baldwin, Alfred 

Balfour, Rt. HnAJ(City Lond.) 
Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John 8. Harmood 
Baring, Hn. Guy (Winchester) 
Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry, N.) 
Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Beach, Hn. Michael HughHicks 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 

Blake, Edward 

Boland, John 

Bowles, G. Stewart 

Boyle, Sir Edward 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Burke, E. Haviland- 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, E. Hildred 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cavendish, Rt.Hon. Victor C.W. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) 
Chamberlain, Rt.Hn. J. (Birm.) 


Education (England 











{COMMONS} 


Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Strauss, B. 8S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Summerbell, T. 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C.(Radcliffe) 
Tennant, Sir Edw. (Salisbury) 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thomas, Abel (Carmarthen, E.) 
Thomas, Sir A. (Glamorgan, E.) 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Thompson,J.W.H.(Somerset, E. 
Tillett, Louis John 

Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Verney, F. W. 

Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Wallace, Robert 

Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Sir J. L. (Leeds, S.) 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Ward, John (Stoke upon Trent) 
Ward,W.Dudley(Southampt’n) 
Wardle, George J. 


NOES. 


Chamberlain, Rt.Hn.J.A(Worc. 
Chance, Frederick William 
Clancy, John Joseph 

Coates, E.Feetham (Lewisham) 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Cogan, Denis J. 

Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Cox, Harold 

Craig,Captain James (Down, E. 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Crean, Eugene 

Dalrymple, Viscount 

Delany, William 

Devlin, Chas. Ramsay (Galway) 
Dillon, John 

Dixon, Sir Daniel 
Dixon-Hartland, Sir Fred D. 
Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Donelan, Captain A. 

Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, Robert (Lanark,Govan 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fardell, Sir T. George 

Farrell, James Patrick 

Fell, Arthur 

Ffrench, Peter 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Fletcher, J. 8. 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Forster, Henry William 
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Warner, Thos. Courtenay T. 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason, John Cathcart(Orkney) 
Waterlow, D. S. : 
Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire} 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
Whitehead, Rowland 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, L. (Carmarthen) 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Williamson, A. 

Wills, Arthur Walters 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid.) 
Wilson, J. W. (Worcestersh. N 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, §.) 
Wilson, W. 'T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 
Woodhouse, SirJ.T.(Huddersf'¢ 
Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—M: 
Whiteley and Mr. J. A 
Pease. 


Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Ginnell, L. 

Haddock, George R. 

Halpin, J. 

Hammond, John 

Hardy, L. (Kent, Ashford) 
Harrington, Timothy 
Harrison-Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Harwood, George 

Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Hayden, John Patrick 
Hazleton, Richard 

Heaton, John Henniker 
Helmsley, Viscount 

Hervey, F.W.F.(BurySEdm’ds) 
Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 
Hill, Henry Staveley (Staff’sh.) 
Hogan, Michael 

Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Hutton, Alfred Eddison 
Joyce, Michael 

Kennaway, Rt.Hn. Sir John H. 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kenyon-Slaney,Rt.Hon.Col.W. 
Keswick, William 

Kilbride, Denis 

King, Sir HenrySeymour(Hull) 
Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm. 
Lane-Fox, G. R. 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lee, ArthurH(Hants, Fareham 





Lockwood, Rt.Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R 
Long, Col. Chas. W. (Evesham) 
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Long, Rt.Hn. Walter (Dublin S) 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lundon, W. 

Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down,S. 
MacVeigh, Chas. (Donegal, E.) 
M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 

M‘Iver, Sir Lewis( Edinburgh W 
M‘Kean, John 

M‘Killop, W. 

Magnus, Sir Philip 

Marks, H. H. (Kent) 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Masterman, C. F. G. 

Meagher, Michael 

Meehan, Patrick A. 
Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 
Middlemore, JohnThrogmorton 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Mooney, J. J. 

Morpeth, Viscount 

Muntz, Sir Philip A. 
Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Nicholson, Wm. G. (Petersfield) 
Nield, Herbert 

Nolan, Joseph 

Nussey, Thomas Willans 
O'Brien, K. (Tipperary Mid) 


Education (England 
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O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Brien, Wm. (Cork) 
O’Connor, James (Wicklow, W. ) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 
O'Doherty, Philip 

O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 

O’ Dowd, John 

O’ Hare, Patrick 

O’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 

O’ Kelly, James (Roscommon,N 
O'Malley, William 

O’Mara, James 

O’Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

O’Shee, James John 
Pease, Herbert Pike(Darlington 
Percy, Earl 

Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Power, Patrick Joseph 
Rawlinson, John Frederick P. 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Roche, Augustine (Cork) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 
Rothschild,Hon. Lionel Walter 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpeol) 
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| Salter, Arthur Clavell 
| Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 


Saunderson, RtHn.Col. Edw.J. 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 

Smith, FE.(Liverpool, Walton) 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 


| Smyth, Thomas F.( Leitrim, S.) 
| Starkey, John R. 
| Stone, Sir Benjamin 


Sullivan, Donal 

Talbot, RtHn.J.G.(Oxf'dUniv. } 
Thomson, W. Mitchell-( Lanark) 
Thornton, Percy M. 


| Turnour, Viscount 


Vincent, Col. Sir C. E. Howard 
Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 

Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 


| White, Patrick (Meath, North) 


Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson, A.Stanley( York, E.R.) 
Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart 


| Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
| Young, Samuel 
| Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE NoEsS—Sir 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 


And, it being after half-past Ten of the 
clock, the Chairman proceeded to put the 
(Question on the Amendments proposed by 
the Government of which notice had been 
given, pursuant to the Order of the House 
of the 18th June. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 3, line 22, at the end, to insert the 
words ‘ extended facilities shall not be afforded 
under this section except where the use of the 
schoolhouse is given, or the schoolhouse is 
transferred, to the local education authority 
free of any rent or other payment.’ ”—(Mr. 





Amendment made— 


“In page 3, line 20, by inserting, after the 
word ‘inquiry,’ the words ‘and cause a_ ballot 


to be taken.’ ”"—(Mr. Birrell.) 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 360 ; Noes 200, 


Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Adkins, W. Ryland 

Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Alden, Percy 

Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Armitage, R. 

Armstrong, W. C. Heaton 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Asquith, RtHn. Herbert Henry 
Astbury, John Meir 
Atherley-Jones, L. 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker, JosephA.(Finsbury, E.) 
dalfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barlow, John Emmott(Somerset 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 


VOL. CLIX, 


| Bramsdon, T. A. 
[FouRTH SERIES. | 


Birrell.) 





be made.” 


AYES. 


3arnard, E. B. 

Barnes, G. N. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 

3eale, W. P. 

3eauchamp, E. 

3eaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) 
Bellairs, Carlyon 

Benn JohnWilliams(Devonp’rt 
Bennett, E. N. 

Berridge, T. H. D. 

Bertram, Julius 

Bethell, J.H.(Essex, Romford) 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Billson, Alfred 
Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Black, ArthurW.(Bedfordshire 
Bolton, 'T..D.(Derbyshire,N.E. ) 
Boulton, A. C. F. (Ramsey) 
Brace, William 





2N 


(Division List No. 161.) 


Question put, “ That the Amendment 


4 


Branch, James 
Brigg, John 
Brocklehurst, W. D. 
Brodie, H. C. 
Brooke, Stopford 
runner, J.F.L.(Lancs., Leigh) 
Brunner, SirJohnT. (Cheshire) 
Bryce, Rt.Hn.JamesAberdeen) 
3ryce, J.A.(Inverness Burghs) 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Buckmaster, Stanley O. 
Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Burnyeat, J. D. W. 
3urt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Buxton, Rt.Hn.SydneyCharles 
3yles, William Pollard 
Cairns, Thomas 
Cameron, Robert 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. 
Causton, Rt.Hn.RichardKnight 
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Cawley, Frederick 

Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Coerry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 

€ yurchill, Winston’Spencer 
Ciarke, C. Goddard 

Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, W. 

( Sn git ilen( Renfrew, W.) 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins, SirWm.J.(S. Pancras, W 
Cooper, G. J. 

Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Corbett, CH(Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Cory, Clifford John 

Cotton, Sir H. J. 8. 

Cromer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 
Crooks, William 

Cross, Alexander 

Crossley, William J. 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, David(MontgomeryCo. 
Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, M. Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, 8.) 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, S.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh. ) 
Dickinson, W.H.(S.Pancrs,N.) 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dilke Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dobson, Thomas W. 

Dodd, W. H. 

Duckworth, James 


Education (England 


{COMMONS} 


| Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 

| Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 

Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Helme, Norval Watson 

Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 

Henderson, J.M.(Aberdeen, W. ) 

Herbert, Colonel Ivor(Mon.,S.) 

Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 

Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 

Hodge, John 

Holden, E. Hopkinson 

Holland, Sir William Henry 

Hooper, A. G. 

Hope, John Deans (Fife, West) 

Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset, N) 

Horniman, Emslie John 

Horridge, Thomas Gardner 

Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 

Hutton, Alfred Eddison 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Illingworth, Percy H. 

Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 

Jackson, R. S. 

Jacoby, James Alfred 

Jardine, Sir J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 

Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 

Jones, David Brynmor(Swansea 

Jones, Leif (Appleby) 


| Jones, William(Carnarvonshire) 


Duncan, C.(Barrow-in-Furness | 


Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Dunne, MajorE. Martin(Walsall 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Ellis, Rt. Hon. John Edward 
Erskine, David C. 
Evans, Samuel T. 
Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Everett, R. Lacey 
Faber, G. H. (Boston) 
Fenwick, Charles 
Ferens, T. R. 
Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Furness, Sir Christopher 
Gibb, James (Harrow) 
Gladstone, Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 
Glendinning, R. G. 
Goddard, Daniel Ford 
Gooch, George Peabody 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Griffith, Ellis J. 
Grove, Archibald 
Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Gulland, John W. 
Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Harcourt, Right Hon. Lewis 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B.(Worc’r) 
Harmsworth, RL.(Caithn’ss-sh 
Hart-Davies, T. 


Jowett, F. W. 

Kearley, Hudson E. 
Kekewich, Sir George 

Kelley, George D. 
Kincaid-Smith, Captain 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 


| Kitson, Sir James 


Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamb, Edmund G.(Leominster 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Lawson, Sir Wilfrid 


| Layland-Barratt, Francis 


Lea, HughCecil(St. Pancras, E. ) 
Leese, SirJosephF. (Accrington) 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, A. Levy( Essex, Harwich) 


| Lever, W.H.(Cheshire, Wirral) 


| Levy, Maurice 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
| Lough, Thomas 
| Lupton, Arnold 
Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 
Lyell, Charles Henry 
Lynch, H. B. 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J. M.(FalkirkB’ghs 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Maclean, Donald 
Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
M‘Arthur, William 
M‘Callum, John M. 
M‘Crae, George 
M‘Kenna, Reginald 
M‘Laren, Sir C. B. (Leicester) 
M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
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M‘Micking, Major G. 

Mallet, Charles E. 

Mantfield, Harry (Northants) 
Mansfield, H. Rendall (Lincoln) 
Markham, Arthur Basil 
Marks, G.Croydon( Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J. 

Mason, A. E. W. (Coventry) 
Massie, J. 

Menzies, Walter 


. Micklem, Nathaniel 


Molteno, Perey Alport 
Mond, A. 

Money, L. G. Chiezza 
Montagu, E. 8. 
Montgomery, H. H. 
Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan, J.Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Morley, Rt. Hon. John 
Morrell, Philip 

Morse, L. L. 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 
Napier, T. B. 

Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) 
Newnes, Sir George (Swansea) 
Nicholls, George 

Nicholson, Chas.N.(Doncaster 
Norman, Henry 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
Nuttall, Harry 

Parker, James (Halifax) 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pearson, W.H.M.(Suffolk, Eye) 
Philipps, Col.Ivor(S’thampton) 
Philipps, J. Wynford(Pembroke 
Philpps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pollard, Dr. 

Price, C.E.(Edinburgh,Central) 
Price, RobertJohn(Norfolk,E.) 
Priestley, Arthur (Grantham) 
Priestley, W.E. B.( Bradford,E.) 
Radford, G. H. 

Rainy, A. Holland 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Rees, J. D. 

Rendall, Athelstan 

Xenton, Major Leslie 
Richards, Thomas(W.Monm’th 
Richards, T.F.(Wolverh’mpt’n) 
Richardson, A. 

Rickett, J. Compton 
Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 
Robertson, Rt. Hn. E. (Dundee 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, 8. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Rose, Charles Day 
Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Walter 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 
Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
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Schwann, Chas. E.(Manchester) | 
Sears, J. E. | 
Seaverns, J. H. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B.) 
Shipman, Dr. John G. | 
Silcock, Thomas Ball 

Simon, John Allsebrook 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Snowdon, P. 

Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Soares, Ernest J. 

Spicer, Albert 

Stanger, H. Y. 

Stanley, Hn. A.Lyulph(Chesh. ) 
Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Summerbell, T. 
Sutherland, J. E. 
Taylor, John W.(Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 


nl 


Abraham, William (Cork,N.E.) 
Ambrose, Robert a 
Anson, Sir William Reyne!! 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt. Hon.SirH 
Balcarres, Lord 

Baldwin, Alfred 

Balfour, RtHnA..J.(City Lond.) 
Balfour, Capt. C. B.( Hornsey) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Baring, Hon. Guy(Winchester) 
Barrie, H.T'.(Londonderry,N.) 
Barry, E. (Cork, 8S.) 

Beach, Hon. Michae l1Hugh Hicks 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 

Blake, Edward 

Boland, John 

Bowles, G. Stewart 

Boyle, Sir Edward 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Burke, E. Haviland- 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, E. Hildred 

Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cavendish, Rt. Hon. VictorC. W. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) 
Chamberlain, Rt. Hon.J.(Birm.) 
Chamberlain, Rt. Hn.J.A.(Wore 
Clancy, John Joseph 
Coates, E.Feetham (Lewisham) 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. ! 
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Tennant, SirEdward(Salisbury | 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thomas, Abel (Carmarthen, E.) | 
Thomas, Sir A. (Glamorgan, E. 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Thompson,J. W.H.(S’mers’tE, 
Tillett, Louis John 
Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Verney, F. W. 

Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Vivian, Henry 
Walker, H. De 
Wallace, oe 
Walsh, Stephen 
Walters, John Tudor 


R.( Leicester) 


| Walton, SirJohn L. (Leeds, S.) 
| Walton,Joseph (Barnsley) 


Ward, John(Stoke-upon-Trent) | 
Ward, W.Dudley(Southampton | 
Wardle, George J. 

Warner, Thomas C ourtenay T. 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) | 
Wason, John Cathcart(Orkney) 
Waterlow, D.S. 

Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 


NOES, 


Cogan, Denis J. 

Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Cowan, W. H. 

Craig, CaptainJames( Down, E.) 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Crean, Eugene 

Crosfield, A. H. 

Dalrymple, Viscount 

Delany, William 
Devlin,CharlesRamsay(Galway 
Dillon, John 

Dixon, Sir Daniel 


Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Donelan, Captain A. 
Doughty, Sir George 
Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Du Cros, Harvey 
Duffy, William J. 
Duncan, Robert( LanarkGovan) 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
Faber, George Denison ( York) 
Fardell, Sir T. George 
Farrell, James Patrick 
Fell, Arthur 
Ffrench, Peter 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Fletcher, J. 8. 
Flynn, James Christopher 
Forster, Henry William 
Fullerton, Hugh 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Ginnell, L. 
Glover, Thomas 

Haddock, George R. 
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| Weir, James Galloway 

White, George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. “(Dumbartonshire) 

| White, Luke (York, E. R.) 

| Whitehead, Rowland 

| | Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 

| Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 

| Wiles, Thomas 

| Wilkie, Alexander 

| Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 

WilliamsLlewelyn (Carmarth’n 

| Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 

| Williamson, A. 

| Wills, Arthur Walters 

| Wilson, Hon.C.H.W.(Hull, W.) 

Wilson,John (Durham, Mid) 

| 
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Wilson, J.W.(Worcestersh.N.) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, S.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
| Winfrey, R. 

Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 

| Woodhoi ise, SirJ T(Hudd’rsfi’! d 


| Yoxall, James Henry 


| TELLERS For THE Ayes—Mr. 
| Whiteley and Mr. J. A. 
| Pease. 


| 


Hammond, John 

Hardy, Laurence( Kent, Ashf'rd) 
Harrington, Timothy 
Harrison- Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Harwood, George 

Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Hayden, John Patrick 
Hazleton, Richard 

Heaton, John Henniker 
Helmsley, Viscount 

Hervey, F.W.F.( BuryS.Edm/’ds 
Hill, SirClement(Shrewsbury) 
Hill, HenryStaveley(Staff’sh. ) 
Hogan, Michael 

Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Joyce, Michael 

Kennaway, Rt. Hn.SirJohnH. 
Kennedy. Vincent Paul 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt. Hn.Col. W. 
Keswick, William 

Kilbride, Denis 

King, Sir HenrySeymour( Hull) 
Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm. 
Lane- Fox, G. R. 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lee, ArthurH.(Hants., Farehan 
Lockwood, Rt. Hn. Lt.-Col. A. R. 
Long, Col.Charles W.( Evesham 
Long, Rt. Hn. Walter(Dublin,S. 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lundon, W. 

Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 

Mac Neil!, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah(Down.S.) 
MacVeigh, Charles( Donegal, E.) 
M‘Calmont, Colonel Jame 3 
M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 





Halpin, J. 
gN 2 


M‘Iver, SirLewis( EdinburghW. 
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M‘Kean, John 

M‘Killop, W. 

Magnus, Sir Philip 

Marks, H. H. (Kent) 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Masterman, C. F. G. 

Meagher, Michael 

M>ehan, Patrick A. 
Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 
Middlemore, JohnThrogmorton 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Mooney, J. J. 

Morpeth, Viscount 

Muntz, Sir Philip A. 
Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Nicholson, Wm. G. (Petersfield) 
Nield, Herbert 

Nolan, Joseph 

O’Brien, K. (Ti; perary Mid. 
O’Prien, Patricxs (Kilhen.ay) 
O’Brien, William (Cork) 
O’Connor, Jas. (Wicklow, W.) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
0’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 
O'Doherty, Philip 

O'Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 
O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 


Education (England 





{COMMONS} 


O’ Dowd, John 

O'Hare, Patrick 

O’Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 
O’Kelly, Jas. (Roscommon, N.) 
O Maliey, William 

O Mara, James 

O’ Neill, Hon. Robert 'Torrens 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

O’Shee, James John 

Pease, Herbert P. (Darlington) 
Percy, Earl 

Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Power, Patrick Joseph 
Rawlinson, John FrederickPeel 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Roche, Augustine (Cork) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 
Rothschild, Hon.Lionel Walter 
Russell, T. W. 

Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 

Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
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Seddon, J. 

Seely, Major J. B. 

Smith, F.E.(Liverpool, Walton) 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Smyth, Thos. F. (Leitrim, 8.) 
Starkey, John R. 

Sullivan, Donal 

Talbot, Rt. HnJ.G.(Oxf’dUniy 
Thomson, W.Mitchell-( Lanark) 
Thornton, Percy M. 

Turnour, Viscount 

Vincent, Col. Sir C. E. Howard 
Walker, Col. W. H. (Lancash. ) 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 
Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson, A. Stanley (York, E.R.} 
Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart- 
Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
Young, Samuel 

Younger, George 
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TELLERS FOR THE NOEs :—Sir 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 





Amendment made-—— 


“In page 3, line 25, by inserting, after the 
word ‘ inquiry,’ the words ‘and causing a ballot 
to be taken.’ ”—(Mr. Birrell.) 


Amendment proposed— 


‘In page 4, line 2, at the end, to add the 
words ‘ where the local education authority re- 
fuse to agree toan arrangement offered to them 
by the owners of the schoolhouse of an existing 
voluntary school as respects the use of the 
schoolhouse, and the school is one in respect of 
which extended facilities could be granted 
under this section, and are desired, the owners 
of the schoolhouse may appeal to the Board of 
Edueation, and that Board may, if they think 
fit, after considering the circumstances of the 
case, and the wishes of the parents of children 
attending the school as to the continuance of 
the school with extended facilities, by order, 
make an arrangement under this Act with 
respect to the use of the schoolhouse on such 
terms and conditions as may be contained in 
the order, including, if thought fit,a condition 
requiring extended facilities to be afforded, but 
if under any special circumstances of the case 
the Board think it expedient, they may, instead 
of making such an arrangement, make an order 
allowing the school to continue as a State- 


aided school. Provided that— 





‘***(a) An order shall not be made under this 
provision unless the schoolhouse is, in the 
opinion of the Board of Education, structurally 
suitable; and (b) An arrangement made by 
order for the use of a schoolhouse under this 
provision shall not have effect for more than 
five years. 


“¢Tt shall be the duty of the local education 
authority to comply with any condition con- 
tained in any arrangement mae by an order 
under this section. ’’—(Mr. Birrell.) 


Question proposed, “That the Amend- 
ment be made.” 


Mr. STANLEY WILSON (Yorkshire, 
K.R., Holderness), on a point of order, 
said that at the commencement of the 
debate on Clause 4 the Chairman ruled 


an Amendment, which stood in the name 


of the noble Lord the Member for 
Chichester, out of order because the 


Committee had already settled by Clause 
1 that every public elementary school 
should become a provided school. He 
therefore submitted that according to 
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that ruling this Amendment also was | order, because he was not at all sure that 
out of order. | the State-aided schools would be recog- 
| nised as public elementary schools. 

“Tue CHAIRMAN said the ruling | That alone would prevent him from ruling 
which he gave on the Amendment of the | it out of order; but even if that con- 
noble Lord the Member for Chichester | sideration were out of the way any con- 


was because the words he proposed | ¢lysion to which they had come would not 
would have left a very large class of | prevent an Amendment permitting stand- 
schools in a condition which would have | ing out in exceptional cases. The effect 
been a contravention of a decision to of the Government Amendment was 
which the Committee had already come. | merely to add one other small exception 
In this case the matter was different. of a very limited character to those 
The ruling on which questions of this kind | already contained in Clause 38. 

should be treated was that Amendments | 
should not be allowed to introduce a , 
system inconsistent with the principle | tac i 

already laid down. He must say in| 

regard to this particular Amendment that The Committee divided :—Ayes, 5318 ; 
he could not in any case rule it out of | Noes, 161. (Division List No. 162.) 





AYES. 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) | Branch, James Cory, Clifford John 
Acland, Francis Dyke | Brigg, John Cotton, Sir H. J.S. 
Adkins, W. Ryland | Bright, J. A. Cowan, W. H. 
Agnew, George William | Brocklehurst, W. D. Cremer, William Randal 
Ainsworth, John Stirling | Brodie, H. C. Crombie, John William 
Armitage, R. | Brooke, Stopford Cross, Alexander 
Armstrong, W. C. Heaton | Brunner, J.F. L. (Lanes. Leigh) | Crossley, William J. 
Ashton, Thomas Gair Brunner, Sir J. T. (Cheshire) Dalziel, James Henry 
Asquith, Rt. Hn. Herbert H. | Bryce, Rt. Hn. Jas. (Aberdeen) | Davies, David(MoatgomeryCo. 
Astbury, John Meir | Bryce, J. A. (Inverness Burghs) | Davies, Ellis William (ition) 
Atherley-Jones, L. Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn Davies, M. Vaughan- (Cardigan 
Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) Buckmaster, Stanley O. Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Baker, J. A. (Finsbury, E.) Burns, Rt. Hon. John Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, 5.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) Burnyeat, J. D. W. Dewar, Arthur (Ediaburgh, 8.) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) | Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas Dickinson, W.H.(St.Panras, N. 
Barlow, John E. (Somerset) Buxton, Rt. Hn.SydneyChas. Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) Byles, William Pollard Dobson, Thomas W. 
Barnard, E. B. Cairns, Thomas Dodd, W. H. 
Barran, Rowland Hirst Cameron, Robert Duckworth, James 
Beale, W. P.| Garr-Gomm, H. W. Dunean, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Beauchamp, E. Causton, Rt. Hn. Richard K. Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) | Cawley, Frederick Dunne, Maj. E. Martin (Walsall 
Bellairs, Carlyon Chance, Frederick William Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Benn, John Williams(Devonp’t | Cheetham, John Frederick Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Benn, W. (T’w’r Hamlets S.Geo | Cherry, Rt. Hoa. R. R. Ellis, Rt. Hn. John Edward 
Berridge, T. H. D. Churchi!], Winston Spencer Erskine, David C. 
Bertram, Julius Clarke, C. Goddard : Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Bethell, J. H. (Essex,Romford) | Clough, W. Everett, R. Lacey 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) | Coats, Sir T. Glen (Renfrew,W. | Faber, G. H. (Boston) 
Billson, Alfred Cobbold, Felix Thornley Fenwick, Charles 
Birrell, Rt. Hon, Augustine Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 
Black, Arthur W. (Bedfordsh. | Cooper, G. J. Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Bolton, T. D. (Derbyshire,N.E. | Corhett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) | Fowler, Rt. Hon, Sir Henry 
Boulton, A. C. F. (Ramsey) Corbett,C.H.(Sussex, EGrinst’d } Fuller, John Michael F. 
Bramsdon, T. A. Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. Fullerton, Hugh 
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Gibb, James (Harrow) 
Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herb. John 
Glendinning, R. G. 
Goddard, Daniel Ford 
Gooch, George Peabody 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) | 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Griffith, Ellis J. 
Grove, Archibald 
Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Gulland, John W. 
Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton- 
Harcourt, Right Hon. Lewis 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) | 
Harmsworth,R.L.(Caithn’s-ssh 
Hart-Davies, T. 
Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) | 
Haworth, Arthur A. 
Hedges, A. Paget | 
Helme, Norval Watson 
Henderson, J.M(Aberdeen,W.) 
Herbert, Colonel Ivor (Mon. 8. 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hobart, Sir Robert 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hodge, John 
Holden, E. Hopkinson 
Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hooper, A. G. 
Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset,N. 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Horridge, Thomas Gardner 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hyde, Clarendon 
Illingworth, Percy H. 
Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 
Jackson, R.S. 
Jacoby, James Alfred 
Jardine, Sir J. 
Johnson, John (Gat shead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones, David B. (Swansea) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 
Jones, Wm. (Carnarvonshire) 
Kearley, Hudson FE. 
Kekewich, Sir George 
Kincaid-Smith, Captain 
King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Kitson, Sir James 
Laidlaw, Robert 
Lamb, Edmund G.(Leominster) 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lambert, George 
Lamont, Norman 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid 
Layland-Barratt, Francis 
Leese, Sir J. F. (Accrington) 
Lehmann, R. C. 
Lever, A. Levy (Essex, Harwich | 
Lever, W. H. (Cheshire, Wirral) 
Levy, Maurice 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Thomas | 
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Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, JM (Falkirk, B’ghs. ) 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
M‘Arthur, William 

MW Callum, John M. 

MCrae, George 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 


| M‘Laren, Sir C. B. (Leicester) 
| M’Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
| M’Micking, Major G. 


Mallet, Charles E. 


| Manfield, Harry (Northants) 


Markham, Arthur Basil 

Marks, G. Croydon(Launceston 
Marnham, F. J. 

Mason, A. E. W. (Coventry) 
Massie, J. 


| Menzies, Walter 
| Micklem, Nathaniel 


Molteno, Perey Alport 

Mond, A. 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 
Montagu, E. 8. 

Montgomery, H. H. 

Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Morley, Rt. Hon. John 

Morrell, Philip 

Morse, L. L. 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. B. 

Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) 
Newnes, Sir George (Swansea) 
Nicholls, George 

Nicholson, Chas. N. (Doncaste 
Norman, Henry 

Norton, Capt. Cecil Williams 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
Nuttall, Harry 

O'Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pearson, Sir W.D. (Colchester) 
Pearson, W.HM(Suffolk, Eye) 
Philipps, Col Ivor(S’thampton) 
Philipps, J. Wynford( Pembroke 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pollard, Dr. 

Price, Robert John(Norfolk, FE. 
Rainy, A. Holland 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 

Rees, J. D. 

Rendall, Athelstan 

Renton, Major Leslie 

Richards, Thomas(W.Monm’ th 


| Rickett, J. Compton 


Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, Chas. H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs) 
Robertson, Rt. Hn. E.(Dundee) 
Robertson, SirG Scott(Bradf’rd 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, S. 
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Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Rose, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Walter 

Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Samuel, 8. M. (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 

Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann, Chas. E (Manchester) 
Sears, J.E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seely, Major J. B. 

Shaw, Charles Edw (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T.(Hawick, B.) 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Sileock, Thomas Ball 

Simon, John Allsebrook 
Sinclair, Rt, Hon. John 

Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Soares, Ernest J. 

Spicer, Albert 

Stanger, H. Y. 

Stanley, Hn. A. Lyulph (Chesh) 
Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Stewart, James (Sunderland) 
Sutherland, J. F. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffee 
Tennant, Sir Edw. (Salisbury) 
Tennant, H_ J. ( Berwickshir-) 
Thomas, Abel (Carmarthen, E) 
Thomas, Sir A. (Glamorgan, E) 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Thompson,J.W.H.(Somerset,E 
Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Verney, F. W. 

Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Vivian, Henry 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Wallace, Robert 

Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Sir J. L. (Leeds, 8.) 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Ward, W. D. (Southampton) 
Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason, John Catchart(Orkney 
Waterlow, D. 8S. 

Watt, H. Anderson 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire 
White, Luke (York, E. BR.) 
Whitehead, Rowland 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarthen 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Williamson, A. 

Wills, Arthur Walters 





we 
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Wilson, Hon. Ch. W.(Hull, W.) 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid.) 


Wilson, J.W(Worcestersh. N.) | Woodhouse, Sir JT(Huddersf’d | 


Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt. Hn.Sir H. 
Balearres, Lord 
Balfour, Rt.HnA.J.(City Lond. 
Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Janbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Baring, Hon. Guy (Winchester) 
Barnes, G. N. 
Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry, N) 
Beach, Hn. Michael HughHicks 
3eckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 
Bowles, G. Stewart 
Boyle, Sir Edward 
Brace, William 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 
Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, E. Hildred 
Castlereagh, Viscount 
Cave, George 
Cavendish, Rt. Hn. Victor C.W 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) 
Chamberlain, Rt. Hn. J. (Birm. 
Chamberlain, Rt.Hn.J.A.(Wor. 
Cleland, J. W. 
Coates, E Feetham(Lewisham) 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 
Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) 
Craik, Sir Henry 
Crooks, William 
Crostield, A. H. 
Dalrymple, Viscount 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dixon, Sir Daniel 
Dixon-Hartland, Sir Fred D. 
Doughty, Sir George 
Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Du Cros, Harvey 
Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness 
Duncan, Robt. (Lanark, Govan 
Evans, Samuel T. 
Faber George Denison (York) 
Fardell, Sir T. George 
Fell, Arthur 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
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Winfrey, R. 
Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 


NOES. 


Fletcher, J. 8. 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, —— (Berks, East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Gill, A. H. 

Glover, Thomas 

Haddock, George R. 

Hardy, L. (Kent, Ashford) 
Harrison- Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Harwood, George 

Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Heaton, John Henniker 
Helmsley, Viscount 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Hervey, F.W.F.(BurySEdm’ds 
Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 
Hill, Henry Staveley (Staff’sh. 
Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Hutton, Alfred Eddison 
Jowett, F. W. 

Kelley, George D. 

Kennaway, Rt. Hn. Sir John H. 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt.Hn.Col. W. 
Keswick, William 

King, Sir HenrySeymour(Hull) 
Lane-Fox, G. R 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Lea, Hugh Cecil (St. Pancras, E 
Lee, A. H. (Hants., Fareham) 
Lockwood, Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Long, Col. Chas. W. (Evesham) 
Long, Rt.Hn. Walter (Dublin,S. 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
M‘Iver, Sir L. (Edinburgh, W.) 
Magnus, Sir Philip 

Mansfield, H. Rendall (Lincoln) 
Marks, H. H. (Kent) 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Masterman, C. F. G. 
Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 

M ddlemore, JohnThrogmorton 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Morpeth, Viscount 

Muntz, Sir Philip A. 

Nicholson, Wm. G.(Petersfield) 
Nield, Herbert 

O’Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
Pease, Herbert P. (Darlington) 
Percy, Earl 
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Whiteley and Mr. J. A. 
Pease. 


Perks, Robert William 

Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Radford, G. H. 

Rawlinson, John Frederick P. 
Remnant, Jas. Farquharson 
Richards, T. F. (Wolverh’m’t’n 
Richardson, A. 

Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 
Rothschild, Hon. Lionel Walter 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 
Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 
Saunderson, Rt.Hn. Col. Edw. J 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Seddon, J. : 
Shackleton, David James 
Smith, F.E.(Liverpool, Walton) 
Smith, Hn. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Snowden, P. ij 

Starkey, John R. 
Summerbell, T. 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J G.(Oxf’d Univ. 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Thomson, W. Mitchell (Lanark) 
Thornton, Percy M. .» , 
Turnour, Viscount 

Vincent, Col. Sir C. E. Howard 
Walker, Col.W. H.(Lancashire) 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel | 
Walsh, Stephen'=*: 

Ward, John (Stoke upon Trent 
Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 
W ardle, ( teorge J. iy, 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Wiles, T homas | 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson, A. Stanley (York, E.R.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Wortley, Rt. Hn. C. B. Stuart 
W. yndham, Rt. Hn. George 
Younger, Geor ge a 

Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE NOES— 
Sir Alexander Acland-Hood 
and Viscount Valentia. 


children attending a transferred voluntary 
Fi.“ After the words last addel, to add the! school, if aggrieved by the mode n which 
words ‘(5) The parents of at least twenty | extended facilities are aficrded by a local 
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education authority, may appeal to the Board | other matter for which provision is required in 
of Education, and that Board, if satisfied, after | connection with the order.’ ”—(Mr. Birrell.) 


considering the circumstances of the case, that | 
there are reasonable grounds for the appeal, 
may make an order allowing the school to 


| 


be made.”’ 


continue as a State-aided school, and provid- 
ing so far as necessary for the cancelling of 


any arrangement made with respect to the | 
transfer or use of the schoolhouse and for any | Noes, 156. 


Abraham, William (Cork,N. E.) 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 
Adkins, W. Ryland 
Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Ambrose, Robert 

Armitage, R. 

Armstrong, W. C. Heaton 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 
Asquith, Rt. Hn. HerbertHenry 
Astbury, John Meir 
Atherley-Jones, L. 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker, Joseph A. (Finsbury, E. 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barlow,John Emmott(Somerset 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

3eale, W. P. 

Beauchamp, E. 

Jeaumont, Hubert( Eastbourne 
3eaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) 
Bellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, John Williams( Devonport 
Benn, W.(T’wr Hamlets,S.Geo. 
Bennett, E. N. 

Berridge, T. H. D. 

Rertram, Julius 

Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Billson, Alfred 

Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Black, Arthur W. (Bedfordshire 
Boland, John 

Bolton, T. D.(Derbyshire, N.E.) 
Boulton, A. C. F. (Ramsey) 
Bramsdon, T. A. 

Branch, James 

Brigg, John 

Bright, J. A. 

Brocklehurst, W. D. 

Brodie, H. C. 

Brooke, Stopford 

Brunner,J. F. L.(Lanes., Leigh) 
Brunner,Sir John T.(Cheshire) 
Bryce, Rt.Hn.James (Aberdeen 
Bryce, J. A. (Inverness Burghs) 





AYES. 


Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Buckmaster, Stanley O. 

Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Jurnyeat, J. D. W. 

Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Buxton, Rt.Hn. Sydney Charles 
Byles, William Pollard 

Cairns, Thomas 

Cameron, Robert 

Carr-Gomm, H. W. 
Causton, Rt. Hn. Richard Knight 
Cawley, Frederick 

Chance, Frederick William 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Clancy, John Joseph 

Clarke, C. Goddard 

Clough, W. 

Coats, Sir T.Glen(Renfrew, W.) 
Cogan, Denis J. 

Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Cooper, G. J. 

Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Corbett,CH(Sussex, E. Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 
Cotton, Sir H. J. S. 

Cowan, W. H. 

Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 

Cross, Alexander 

Crossley, William J. 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, M. Vaughan- (Cardigan 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, S.) 
Delany, William 
Devlin,CharlesRamsay(Galway 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, 8.) 
Dickinson, W.H.(St. Pancras N. 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dillon, John 

Dobson, Thomas W. 

Dodd, W. H. 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Donelan, Captain A. 





Question put, “ That the Amendment 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 392; 
(Division List No. 163.) 


Duckworth, James 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Dunne, MajorE. Martin( Walsall 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Ellis, Rt. Hon. John Edward 
Erskine, David C. 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Everett, R. Lacey 

Faber, G. H. (Boston) 
Farrell, James Patrick 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ffrench, Peter 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hn. Sir Walter 
Fowler, Rt. Hn. Sir Henry 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Furness, Sir Christopher 
Gibb, James (Harrow) 
Gilhooly, James 

Ginnell, L. 

Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herbert J. 
Glendinning, R. G. 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Grove, Archibald 

Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Gulland, John W. 

Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Halpin, J. 

Hammond, John 

Harcourt, Rt. Hon. Lewis 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 
Harmsworth, R.L.(Caithn’ss-sh 
Harrington, Timothy 
Hart-Davies, T. 

Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 
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Hayden, John Patrick 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hazleton, Richard 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Henderson, J.M.(Aberdeen, W.) 
Herbert, Colonel Ivor (Mon..,S.) 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hodge, John 

Hogan, Michael 

Holden, E. Hopkinson 

Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hooper, A. G. 

Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset, N. 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Horridge, Thomas Gardner 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 

Hyde, Clarendon 

{llingworth, Percy H. 

Tsaacs, Rufus Daniel 

Jackson, R. 8. 

Jacoby, James Alfred 

Jardine, Sir J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 

Jones, David Brynmor(Swansea 
Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Joyce, Michael 

Kearley, Hudson E. 
Kekewich, Sir George 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 

Kincaid-Smith, Captain 
King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Kitson, Sir James 

Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamb, Edmund G. (Leominster) 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid 
Layland-Barratt, Francis 
Leese,Sir Joseph F.( Accrington 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, A. Levy( Essex, Harwich) 
Lever, W.H. (Cheshire, Wirral) 
Levy, Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 
Macdonald,J.M.(Falkirk B’ghs 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down, S 
MacVeigh,Charles(Donegal, E.) 
M‘Arthur, William 

M‘Callum, John M. 

M‘Crae, George 

M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 

M‘Kean, John 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 

MKillop, W. 
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M‘Laren, Sir C. B. (Leicester) 
M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major G. 
Mallet, Charles E. 

Manfield, Harry (Northants. ) 
Markham, Arthur Basil 
Marks,G.Groydon(Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J. 

Mason, A. E. W. (Cov entry) 
Massie, J. 

Meagher, Michael 

Meehan, Patrick A. 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Molteno, Percy Alport 

Mond, A 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 
Montagu, E. 8. 

Montgomery, H. H. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Morley, Rt. Hon. John 
Morrell, Philip 

Morse, L. L. 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. B. 

Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) 
Newnes, Sir George (Swansea) 
Nicholls, George 
Nicholson,CharlesN( Doncaster 
Nolan, Joseph 

Norman, Henry 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
Nuttall, Harry 

O’Brien, Kendal(Tipperary Mid 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor, James (Wicklow, W. 
O'Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 
O'Doherty, Philip 

O'Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 
O’Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 

O’ Dowd, John 

O'Hare, Patrick 

O’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 


O'Kelly, James(Roscommon,N | 


O'Malley, William 

O'Mara, James 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 
O’Shee, James John 
Partington, Oswald 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 


Pearson, Sir W. D. (Colchester) 


| Pearson, W. H. M. (Suffolk, Eye 
| Philipps, Col. Ivor (S’thampt’n 
| Phillips,J Wynford(Pembroke 
| Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
| Pickersgill, Edward Hare 

| Pollard, Dr. 

| Power, Patrick Joseph 

| Price,C.E.(Edinburgh, Central) 
| Price, Robert John(Norfolk, E.) 
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| Priestley, Arthur (Grantham) 


Rainy, A. Holland 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Rees, J. D. 

Rendall, Athlestan 

Renton, Major Leslie 
Richards, Thomas(W.Monm th 
Richardson, A. 

Rickett, J. Compton 

Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, John H. (Denbighs. ) 
Robertson, Rt. Hn. E.(Dundee) 
Robertson,SirG.Scott(Bradf rd 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, S. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roche, Augustine (Cork) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Rose, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Walter 

Samuel, Herbert L. (Clevela::!) 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 
Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann, Chas. E. (Manchester) 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seely, Major J. B. 

Shaw, Chas. Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick, B. 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Sileock, Thomas Ball 

Simon, John Allsebrook 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thomas F. (Leitrim, S. 
Snowden, P. 

Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Spicer, Albert 

Stanger, H. Y. 

Stanley,Hn.A. Lyulph (Chesh.) 
Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B. 8. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,Sir Edward(Salis bury 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thomas, Abel (Carmarthen, E.) 
Thomas,Sir A. (Glamorgan, E.) 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Thompson,J.W.H.(Somerset, E 
Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Verney, F. W. 

Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Vivian, Henry 
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Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Wallace, Robert 

Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Sir John L. (Leeds, S.) 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Ward, W. Dudley (South’mpt’n 
Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan 
Wason,John Cathcart(Orkney) 
Waterlow, D. S. 

Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 


Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt. Hn. Sir H. 
Balcarres, Lord 
Balfour, RtHn. A.J. (CityLond.) 
Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Baring Hn. Guy (Winchester) 
Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry,N.) 
Beach,Hn. Michael HughHicks 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
3ignold, Sir Arthur 
Bowles, G. Stewart 
Boyle, Sir Edward 
Brace, William 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 
Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, E. Hildred 
Castlereagh, Viscount 
Cave, George 
Cavendish, Rt. Hn. Victor C.W. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E. 
Chamberlain, Rt. Hn. J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain, Rt. Hn.J.A.(Wore 
Cleland, J. W. 
Coates, E. Feetham (Lewisham) 
Cochrane, Hn. Thos. H. A. E. 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 
Craig,Captain James (Down, E. 
Craik, Sir Henry 
Crooks, William 
Dalrymple, Viscount 
Davies, David( Montgomery Co. 
Dilke, Rt. Hn. Sir Charles 
Dixon, Sir Daniel 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFred Dixon 
Doughty, Sir George 
Douglas, Rt. Hn. A. Akers- 
Du Cros, Harvey 
Duncan,C. (Barrow-in-Furness) 
Duncan, Robert(Lanark,Govan 
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Weir, James Galloway 

White, George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whitehead, Rowland 

Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wiles, Thomas 

Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarthen 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Williamson, A. 


NOES. 


Evans, Samuel T. 

Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fardell, Sir T. George 

Fell, Arthur 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George} H. 
Fletcher, J. 8. 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Gill, A. H. 

Glover, Thomas 

Haddock, George R. 

Hardy, Laurence( Kent, Ashford 
Harrison Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Harwood, George 

Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Heaton, John Henniker 
Helmsley, Viscount 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Hervey, F. W.F.( BuryS. Edm’ds 
Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 
Hill, Henry Staveley (Staff’sh. ) 
Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Hutton, Alfred Eddison 

Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jowett, F. W 

Kelley, George D. 
Kennaway,Rt.Hon.Sir John H. 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt. Hn. Col. W. 
Keswick, William 

King, Sir Henry Seymour(Hull) 
Lane-Fox, G. R. 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Lea, Hugh Cecil (St. Pancras, E. 
Lee, ArthurH.(Hants., Fareham 
Lockwood, Rt. Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R. 
Long, Col. Charles W.( Evesham 
Long,Rt HnWalter( Dublin, 8.) 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
M‘Iver,Sir Lewis( Edinburgh, W 
Magnus, Sir Philip 

Mansfield, H. Rendall (Lincoln 
Marks, H. H. (Kent) 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Masterman, C. F. G. 
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Wills, Arthur Walters 
Wilson, Hon.C. H. W.(Hull,W.) 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid. ). 
Wilson, J. W. (Worcestersh. N, 
Winfrey, R. 

Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 
Woodhouse, SirJ.T.(Hudd’rsfi’@, 
Young, Samuel 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES— 
Mr. Whiteley and Mr. J. 
A. Pease. 


Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 
Middlemore, J. Throgmorton 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Morpeth, Viscount 
Muntz, Sir Philip A. 
Nicholson, Wm. G. (Petersfield) 
Nield, Herbert 
O’ Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlington) 
Perey, Earl vax 
Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Radford, G. H. 
Rawlinson, J. Frederick Peel 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Richards, T.F. (Wolverh’mpt’n 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 
Rothschild, Hon. Lionel Walter 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 4 
Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 
Saunderson, Rt. Hn.Col. Edw.J, 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Seddon, J. 
Shackleton, David James 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smith, F. E.(Liverpool, Walton) 
Smith, Hon. W.F.D. (Strand) 
Soares, Ernest J. 
Starkey, John R. 
Summerbell, T. 
Talbot, Rt.Hn.J.G(Oxf'd. Univ. 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Thomson, W. Mitchell-(Lanark 
Thornton, Perey M. 
Turnour, Viscount 
Vincent, Col. Sir C. E. Howard 
Walker,Col. W. H. (Lancashire) 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 
Walsh, Stephen 
Ward, J. (Stoke-upon Trent) 
Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 
Wardle, George J. 
Wilkie, Alexander 
Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Col R. (Dorset, W.) 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson, A. Stanley( York, E.R.) 
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Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart 


Amendment made— 


“ By adding, after the words last added, the 
words ‘(6) Where an order is made under this 
section allowing a school to continue as a 
State-aided school, the Board of Education 


may, notwithstanding anything in this Act. 


pay to that school, although it is not a school 
provided by the local education authority, the 
Parliamentary grants which would be payable 
in respect of the school or the scholars in the 
school if it was a school so provided, so long as 
all other statutory conditions affecting the pay- 
ment of grants, so far as applicable to the 
school, are complied with in the case of the 
school.’ ”—(Mr. Birrell.) 


The Committee divided :—Aves, 444 ; 


{27 JuNE 1906} 


Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) | Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
Younger, George 
Yoxall, James Henry 
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TELLERS FOR THE NoEs—Sir 
Alexander Acland-Hood 
and Viscount Valentia. 


Amendment proposed— 

“After the words last added, to add the 
words (7) No child shall be reckoned, for the 
purposes of this section, as a child attending 
aschool unless the child has attended the school 
with due regularity for at least six months in 
accordance with the code of minutes of the 
Board of Education for the time being in force 
in respect to public elementary schools, and if 
any question arises whether a child is a child 
attending a school for the purposes of this 
section that question shall be decided by the 
Board of Education.’ ”—(Mr. Birrell.) 


Question put, “ That the Amendment 
be made.” 


Noes, 118. (Division List No. 164.) 


AYES. 


Abraham, William (Cork,N.E.) 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Adkins, W. Ryland 

Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Alden, Percy 

Allen, A. Acland(Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 


Ambrose, Robert Boland, John 


Benn,W. (T’w’rHamlets,S.Geo. | 
Bennett, E. N. 

Berridge, T. H. D. 

Bertram, Julius 

Bethell, J. H. (Essex,Romford 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Billson, Alfred 

Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Black, ArthurW.( Bedfordshire) | Churchill, Winston Spencer 


Cairns, Thomas 

| Carr-Gomm, H. VW. 

| Causton, Rt.Hn. Richard Knight 
Cawley, Frederick 

| Chance, Frederick William 
Channing, Francis Allston 

| Cheetham, John Frederick 

| Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 


Clancy, John Joseph 








Armitage, R. 

Armstrong, W. C. Heaton 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Asquith, Rt.Hn.HerbertHenry 
Astbury, John Meir 
Atherley-Jones, L. 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker, Joseph A.(Finsbury, E. 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barlow, JohnEmmott (Somers’t 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Barnes, G. N. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Barry, E. (Cork, S. ) 

Beale, W. P. 

Beauchamp, E. 

Beaumont, Hubert(Eastbourne 
Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) 
Bellairs, Carlyon 
Benn,JohnWilliams(Devonp rt 





30lton,T.D.(Derbyshire, N. E.) 
Boulton, A. C. F. (Ramsey) 
Brace, William 

3ramsdon, T. A. 

3ranch, James 

Brigg, John 

Bright, J. A. 

srogklehurst, W. D. 

Brodie, H. C. 

Brooke, Stopford 
Brunner,J.F.L.(Lanes., Leigh) 
Brunner, Sir JohnT.(Cheshire) 
Bryce, Rt.Hn.James( Aberdeen) 
Bryce, J.A. (Inverness Burghs) 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Buckmaster, Stanley O. 
Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Burnyeat, J. D. W. 

Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Buxton, Rt. Hon.Sydney Chas. 
Byles, William Pollard 





Clarke, C. Goddard 

Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, W. 

Coats, SirT.Glen(Renfrew, \.)} 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Cogan, Denis J. 

Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins,SirWm.J.(S. Pancras, W. 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Cooper, G. J. 

Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Corbett,C.H. (Sussex, E.Grinstd 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 
Cotton, Sir H. J. S. 

Cowan, W. H. 

Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 
Crooks, William 

Crosfield, A. H. 

Cross, Alexander 

Crossley, William J. 
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Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, David(Montgomery Co. 
Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, M. Vaughan-(Cardigan) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, 8.) 
Delany, William 

Devlin, Chas. Ramsay (Galway 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, 8.) 
Dickinson, W.H. (St. Pancras, N. 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dillon, John 

Dobson, Thomas W. 

Dodd, W. H. 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Donelan, Captain A. 
Duckworth, James 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness 
Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Dunne, MajorE. Martin(Walsall 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Ellis, Rt. Hon. John Edward 
Erskine, David C. 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Everett, R. Lacey 

Faber, G. H. (Boston) 

Farrell, James Patrick 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ffrench, Peter 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 

Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Furness, Sir Christopher 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 
Gilhooly, James 

Gill, A. H. 

Ginnell, L. 

Gladstone, Rt. Hn. HerbertJohn 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Daniel Ford 

Gooch, George Peabody 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar ( York) 
Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Grove, Archibald 

Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Gulland, John W. 

Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Halpin, J. 

Hammond, John 

Harcourt, Rt. Hon. Lewis 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 
Harmsworth,R.L. (Caithn’ss-sh 
Harrington, Timothy 
Hart-Davies, T. 
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Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harwood, George 

Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hazleton, Richard 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson, J.M.( Aberdeen, W.) 
Herbert, Colonel Ivor (Mon. 8.) 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hodge, John 

Hogan, Michael 

Holden, E. Hopkinson 
Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hooper, A. G. 

Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset, N. 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Horridge, Thomas Gardner 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hutton, Alfred Eddison 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Illingworth, Percy H. 

Issaacs, Rufus Daniel 
Jackson, R.S. 

Jacoby, James Alfred 

Jardine, Sir J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones, David Brynmor (Swansea 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett, F. W. 

Joyce, Michael 

Kearley, Hudson E. 
Kekewich, Sir George 

Kelley, George D. 

Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 
Kineaid-Smith, Captain 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Kitson, Sir James 

Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamb, Edmund G.(Leominster) 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid 
Layland-Barratt, Francis 

Lea, Hugh Cecil (St.Pancras, E.) 
Leese, SirJoseph F. (Accrington 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, A. Levy (Essex, Harwich 
Lever, W. H (Cheshire, Wirral) 
Levy, Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Thomas 
Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 





and Wales) Bill. 


Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald,J.M. (Falkirk B’ghs 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Maclean, Donald 

Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down, S. 
MacVeigh, Chas. (Donegal, E.) 
M‘Arthur, William 

M‘Callum, John M. 

M‘Crae, George 

M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 

M‘Kean, John 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 

M‘Killop, W. 

M‘Laren, Sir C. B. (Leicester) 
M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major G. 

Mallett, Charles E. 

Mantield, Harry (Northants) 
Mansfield, H. Rendall (Lincoln) 
Markham, Arthur Basil 
Marks,G. Croydon(Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J. 

Mason, A. E. W. (Coventry) 
Massie, J. 

Masterman, C. F. G. 

Meagher, Michael 

Meehan, Patrick A. 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 


1064 





Molteno, Perey Alport 

Mond, A. 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 
Montagu, E. 8. 

Montgomery, H. H. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Morrell, Philip 

Morse, L. L. 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. B. 

Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) 
Newnes, Sir George (Swansea) 
Nicholls, George 

Nicholson, Chas. N. (Doncast’r 
Nolan, Joseph 

Norman, Henry 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
Nuttall, Harry 

O’ Brien, Kendal (Tipperary Mid 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor, James (Wicklow,W. 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 

O’ Doherty, Philip 

O'Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 
O’ Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
O’Dowd, John 

O'Hare, Patrick 

O’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 

O’ Kelly, James (Roscommon, N 





O'Malley, William 
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0’Mara, James 
O'Shaughnessy, P. J. 
0’Shee, James John 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pearson, Sir W. D. (Colchester) 
Pearson, W.H.M. (Suffolk, Eye) 
Perks, Robert William 
Philipps,Col.I[vor (S’thampton 
Philipps, J. Wynford( Pembroke 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pollard, Dr. 

Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C. E.(Edinb’gh,Central) 
Price, Robert John( Norfolk, E. 
Priestley, Arthur (Grantham) 
Priestley, W.E.B.( Bradford, E) 
tainy, A. Rolland 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E.(Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Rees, J. D. 

Rendall, Athelstan 

Renton, Major Leslie 

Richards, Thomas(W.Monm’th 
Richards,T. F. (Wolverh’mpt’n 
Richardson, A. 

Rickett, J. Compton 

Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 
Robertson, Rt.Hn. E. (Dundee) 
Robertson,SirG. Scott (Bradf’d 
Aobertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, 8. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roche, Augustine (Cork) 

Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Rose, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Aunciman, Walter 


Education (England 





Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt. Hn.Sir H. 
Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt. Hn.A.J.(City Lond 
3alfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Baring, Hon. Guy (Winchester 
Sarrie, H. T. (Londonderry, N. 
Beach, Hn.Michael HughHicks 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 

Bignold, Sir Arthur 
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Russell, T. W. 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 

Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann,Chas.E. (Manchester) 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Seely, Major J. B. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T.(Hawick B.) 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Sileock, Thomas Ball 

Simon, John Allsebrook 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thomas F. (Leitrim,S.) 
Snowden, P. 

Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Soares, Ernest J. 

Spicer, Albert 

Stanger, H. Y. 

Stanley, Hn. A Lyulph (Chesh. 
Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Summerbell, T. 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,SirEdward (Salisbury) 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thomas, Abel (Carmarthen, E. 
Thomas,SirA.(Glamorgan, E.) 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Thompson,J.W.H.(Somerset, E 
Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, A. M. 


NOES. 


Bowles, G. Stewart 

Boyle, Sir Edward 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, E. Hildred 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cavendish, Rt Hn. Victor C.W. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) 
Chamberlain, Rt. Hn, J. (Birm. 
Chamberlain, Rt.Hn. J.A. (Wor 
Coates, E.Feetham (Lewisham) 





and Wales) Bill. 


Toulmin, George 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Verney, F. W. 

Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Vivian, Henry 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Wallace, Robert 

Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Sir John L. (Leeds, S.) 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Ward, John (Stoke upon Trent 
Ward, W. Dudley (Southampton 
Wardle, George J. 

Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason, J. Cathcart (Orkney) 
Waterlow, D. 8S. 

Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) | 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whitehead, Rowland 

Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarthen 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Williamson, A. 

Wills, Arthur Walters 
Wilson,Hon.C.H.W. (Hull, W.) 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid) 
Wilson, J. W. (Worcestersh. N.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 
Woodhouse,SirJ.T.(Huddersf’d 
Young, Samuel 

Yoxall, James Henry 
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TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Whiteley and Mr. J. A. 
Pease. 


Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H.A.E. 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) '3 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Dalrymple, Viscount 

Dixon, Sir Daniel 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir Fred Dixon 
Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas, Rt.Hon. A. Akers- 
Du Cros, Harvey 

Duncan, Robert (Lanark,Govan 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fardell, Sir T. George 

Fell, Arthur 
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Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Fletcher, J. S. 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Haddock, George R. 

Hardy, Laurence(Kent4 shford 
Harrison-Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Heaton, John Henniker 
Helmsley, Viscount 

Hervey, F.W.F.(BuryS. Edm’ds 
Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 
Hill, Henry Staveley (Staff’sh. 
Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Kennaway, Rt.Hn.Sir John H. 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt.Hon.Col.W. 
Keswick, William 

King, Sir HenrySeymour( Hull) 
Lane-Fox, G. R. 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Lee, ArthurH.(Hants., Fareham 
Lockwood, Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Long, Col.CharlesW.(Evesham 


uestion put, “That the clause, as 
Pp 


amended, stand part of the 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E) 

Abraham, William (Rhondda) 

Acland, Francis Dyke 

Adkins, W. Ryland 

Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 

Alden, Percy 

Ambrose, Robert 

Armitage, R. 

Armstrong, W. C. Heaton 

Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Asquith, Rt-Hn. Herbert Henry 

Astbury, John Meir 

Atherley-Jones, L. 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker, Joseph A. (Finsbury, E. 

Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 

Barlow,JohnEmmott(Somerset 

Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 

Barnes, G. N. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Beauchamp, FE. 

Beaumont, Hubert(Eastbourne 
Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) 
Bellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, JohnWilliams(Devonp’rt 
3enn, W (T’w’rHamlets,S.Geo. 
Bennett, E. N. 

Berridge, T. H. D. 

Bertram, Julius 

Bethell, J. H.(Essex, Romford) 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 


Education (England 
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Long, Rt. Hn.Walter(Dublin,S) 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
M‘Culmont, Colonel James 

M ‘Tver, SirLewis( Edinburgh W. 
Magnus, Sir Philip 

Marks, H. H .(Kent) 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 
Middlemore, JohnThrogmorton 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Morpeth, Viscount 

Muntz, Sir Philip A. 

Nicholson, Wm.G.( Petersfield) 
Nield, Herbert 

QO’ Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlington) 
Percy, Earl 

Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
%.uwlinson, John Frederick P. 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 
Rothschild, Hon.Lionel Walter 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
{utherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 


Bill.” Noes, 138. 


AYES. 


Billson, Alfred 

Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
3oland, John 

Bolton, T.D.(Derybshire, N.E.) 
Boulton, A. C. F. (Ramsey) 
Brace, William 

Bramsdon, T. A. 

Branch, James 

Brigg, John 

Brocklehurst, W. D. 

Brodie, H. C. 

Brooke, Stopford 

Brunner, J.F.L.(Lancs., Leigh) 
Brunner, SirJohnT. (Cheshire) 
Bryce, Rt.Hn.James(Aberdeen 
Bryce, J. A.(Inverness Burghs) 
3uchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Buckmaster, Stanley O. 

Burke, E. Haviland 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
3urnyeat, J. D. W. 

3urt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Buxton, Rt.Hn.SyndeyCharles 
Byles, William Pollard 

Cairns, Thomas 

Carr-Gomm, H. W. 

Causton, Rt.Hn.Richard Knight 

Cawley, Frederick 

Chance, Frederick William 
Cheetham, John Frederick 

Cherry, Rt Hon. R. R. 

Churchill, Winston Spencer 

Clancy, John Joseph 

Clarke, C. Goddard 

Cleland, J. W. 





anl Wales) Bill. 


Salter, Arthur Clavell 
Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 
Svunderson, Rt.Hn.Col. Edw.J. 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Smith, F.E.(uiverpool, Walton 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Starkey, John R. 

Talbot, Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxf’dUniv. 
Thomson, W. Mitchell-(Lanark) 
Thornton, Perey M. 

Turnour, Viscount 

Vincent, Col. Sir C. E. Howard 
Walker, Col.W.H.(Lancashire 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 

Warde, Col. C. E. (Ke it, Mid.) 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson,A. Stanley(York, E.R.) 
Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B.Stuart- 
Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
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TELLERS FOR THE NogES.—Sir 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 





The Committee divided :—Aves, 415. 


(Division List No. 165.) 


Coats, SirT.Glen(Renfrew, W. 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Cogan, Denis J. 

Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Cooper, G. J 

Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Corbett,C.H.(Sussex, EGrinst’d 
Cornwall], Sir Edwin A. 
Cotton, Sir H. J. S. 

Cowan, W. H. 

Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 
Crooks, William 

Crosfield, A. H. 

Cross, Alexander 

Crossley, William J. 

Davies, David (MontgomeryCo 
Davies, Ellis William (Hifion) 
Davies, M. Vaughan (Cardigan) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, 8. 
Delany, William 

Devlin, CharlesRamsay(Galwy 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, 8.) 
Dickinson, W.H.(St.Pancras,N 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dillon, John 

Dobson, Thomas W. 

Dodd, W. H. 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Donelan, Captain A. 
Duckworth, James 

Duffy, William J. 
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Dvnean, C.(Barrow-in-Furness 
Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Dunne, MajorEMartin(Walsali 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Ellis, Rt. Hon. John Edward 
Erskine, David C. 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Farrell, James Patrick 
Fenwick, Charles 

Fereas, 1. R. 

Ffrench, Peter 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 

Flavin, Michae! Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Furness, Sir Christopher 
Gilhooly, James 

Gill, A. H. 

Ginnell, L. 

Gladstone, Rt. Hn HerbertJohn 


. Glover, Thomas 


Gooch, George Peabody 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Grove, Archibald 

Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Gulland, John W. 

Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Halpin, J. 

Hammond, John 

Harcourt, Rt. Hon. Lewis 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Worcs’r 
Harmsworth, R.L(Caithn’ssh 
Harrington, Timothy 

Hart- Davies, 'T. 

Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harwood, George 

Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 
Hazleton, Richard 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson,J.M.( Aberdeen, W.) 
Herbert, Colonel Ivor (Mon. 8.) 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hodge, John 

Hogan, Michael 

Holden, EK. Hopkinson 

Hooper, A. G. 

Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset, N 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Horridge, Thomas Gardner 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Illingworth, Percy H. 

Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 


Education (England 
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Jackson, R. 8. 

Jacoby, James Alfred 

Jardine, Sir J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones, David Brynmor(Swansea 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William(Carnarvonshire) 
Jowett, F. W. 

Joyce, Michael 

Kearley, Hudson E. 
Kekewich, Sir George 

Kelley, George D. 

Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 
iXincaid-Smith, Captain 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Kitson, Sir James 

Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamb, Edmund G. (Leominster 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Layland-Barratt, Francis 
Leese, Sir JosephF( Accrington) 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, A.Levy (Essex, Harwich 
Lever, W.H. (Cheshire, Wirral) 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J.M (FalkirkB’ghs 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Maclean, Donald 

MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down, S 
MacVeigh, Charles(Donegal, E. 
M‘Arthur, William 

M‘Callum, John M. 

M‘Crae, George 

M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 

M‘Kean, John 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 

M‘Killop, W. 

M‘Laren, Sir C. B. (Leicester) 
M‘Laren, H. . (Stafford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major G. 

Mallet, Charles E. 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Markham, Arthur Basil 
Marks,G.Croydon (Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J. 

Mason, A. E. W. (Coventry) 
Massie, J. 

Masterman, C. F. G. 

Meagher, Michael 

Meehan, Patrick A. 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Molteno, Percy Alport 

Mond, A. 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 
Montagu, E. S. 

Montgomery, H. H. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Morrell, Philip 
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Morse, L. L. 
Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. B. 

Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw 
Newnes, Sir George (Swansea) 
Nicholls, George 

Nicholson, Charles N(Doncast’r 
Nolan, Joseph 

Norman, Henry 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
Nuttall, Harry 
O’ Brien, Kendal(TipperaryMid 
O’ Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor, James(Wicklow, W 
O'Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 
O'Doherty, Philip 
O'Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 
O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
O'Dowd, John 
O’ Hare, Patrick 
O’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 
O'Kelly, James(Roscommon,N 
O'Malley, William 

O’ Mara, James 

O Shaughnessy, P. J. 

O’Shee, James John 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 
Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pearson, Sir W. .(Colchester) 
Pearson, W. H. M.(Suitfolk, Eye) 
Philipps, Col.Ivor(S’thampton 
Philipps, J.Wynford( Pembroke 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pollard, Dr. 

Power, Patrick Joseph 
Price, C. E.(Edinburgh, Central) 
Price, RobertJohn(Norfolk, E. 
Priestley, Arthur (Granthan ) 
Priestley, W.E.B(Braaford, E. 
Rainy, A. Rolland 

taphael, Herbert H. 

2ea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford 
2edn ond, William (Clare) 
Rees, J. D. 

Rendall, Athelstan 

Renton, Major Leslie 

tichards, Thomas(W. Monm’th 
Richards, T.F.(Wolverhampt’n 
Richardson, A. 

Rickett, J. Compton 

Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, Charles H.(Lincoln) 
toberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 
Robertson, Rt. Ha. E. (Dundee 
Robertson, SirGScott (Bradford 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, S. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roche, Augustine (Cork) 
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Roche, John (Galway, East) 
tose, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

tunciman, Walter 

Russell, T. W. 

Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Samuel, 8. M. (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 

Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann, Chas. E.(Manchester 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Seely, Major J. B. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B.) 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Silcock, Thomas Ball 

Simon, John Allsebrook 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thomas F. (Leitrim,S. 
Snowden, 

Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Soares, Ernest J. 

Spicer, Albert 

Stanger, H. Y. 
Stanley, Hn. A Lyulph (Chesh) 
Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 


Allen, Charles P.(Stroud) 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt.Hn.Sir H. 
Balearres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt.Hn.A.J(CityLond. 
3alfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John 8. Harmood- 
Baring, Hon. Guy (Winchester) 
Barnard, E. B. 

3arrie, H. T. (Londonderry, N. 
Beach, Hn. Michael Hugh Hicks 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 

signold, Sir Arthur 

Black, Arthur W. (Bedfordshire 
Bowles, G. Stewart 

Boyle, Sir Edward 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, E. Hildred 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cavendish, Rt.Hn. Victor C. W. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) 
Chamberlain, Rt.Hn.J. (Birm. 
Chamberlain, RtHn.J.A(Wore. 
Channing, Francis Allston 
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Straus, B. S. (Mile End.) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Summerbell, T. 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C.( Radcliffe) 
Tennant,Sir Edward (Salisbury 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thomas, Abel (Carmarthen, E.) 
Thomas, SirA.(Glamorgan, E.) 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Thompson, J.W.H(Somerset, E. 
Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Verney, F. W. 

Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Vivian, Henry 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Wallace, Robert 

Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Sir John L.(Leeds, S.) 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Ward, John (Stoke-upon-Trent 
Ward, W. Dudley (S’thampton 
Wardle, George J. 

Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan 


NOES. 


Clough, W. 

Coates, E.Feetham (Lewisham 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Cory, Clifford John 

Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Dalrymple, Viscount 

Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dixon, Sir Daniel 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFred Dixon 
Doughty, Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers 
Du Cros, Harvey 

Duncan, Robert(Lanark,Govan 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fardell, Sir T. George 

Fell, Arthur 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Fletcher, J. 8. 

Forster, Henry William 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Haddock, George R. 

Hardy, Laurence(Kent,Ashf’rd 
Harrison-Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Heaton, John Henniker 
Helmsley, Viscount 

Hervey, F.W.F(BuryS.Edm’ds 
Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 
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Wason, John Cathcart (Orkney 
Waterlow, D. S. 

Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whitehead, Rowland 
Whitley, J.H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Llewellyn(Carm’rth’n 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth} 
Williamson, A. 

Wills, Arthur Walters 

Wilson, Hn. C.H. W. (Hull,W.) 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid) 
Wilson, J.W(Worcestersh. N.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Wood, T. M‘ Kinnon 
Woodhouse, SirJ. T. (Huddersf'd 
Young, Samuel 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Whiteley and Mr. J. A 
Pease. 


Hill, Henry Staveley (Staff’sh.} 
Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Hutton, Alfred Eddison 
Kennaway, Rt.Hn.Sir John H. 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt.Hn. Col.W 
Keswick, William 

King, Sir Henry Seymour (Hull 
Lane-Fox, G. R. 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid 

Lea, HughCecil(St.Pancras, E, 
Lee, ArthurH.(Hants.Fareham 
Levy, Maurice 

Lockwood,Rt. Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R. 
Long, Col.CharlesW(Evesham 
Long, Rt.Hn. Walter(Dublin,S) 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
M‘Iver, SirLewis( EdinburghW. 
Magnus, Sir Philip 

Mansfield, H. Rendal]l(Lincoln) 
Marks, H. H. (Kent) 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 
Middlemore,J ohnThrogmorton 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Morpeth, Viscount 

Muntz, Sir Philip A. 
Nicholson, Wm. G. (Petersfield) 
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Nield, Herbert 

O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Pease, Herbert Pike (Darlington 
Percy, Earl “ 

Perks, Robert William 

Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Radford, G. H. 

Rawlinson, John Frederick P. 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 


Rothschild, Hon. Lionel Walter | | Vincent, Col. Sir C. E. Howard | 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) | Walker,Col. W. H. (Lancashire) | 


Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) | 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 


Clause 5— 


Amendment made— 


“In page 4, line 3, by leaving out the words 
and inserting the words 


‘take over’ 


Education (England 
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Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 





Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 


| Smith, F.E.(Liverpool, Walton) | 


| Starkey, John R. 





Thornton, Percy M. 
Turnour, Viscount 


Walrond, Hon. Lionel 
| Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 


Talbot, Rt.Hn. J. G(Oxf’d Univ. | 
Thomson, W. Mitchell-(Lanark) | Yoxall, James Henry 


and Wales) Bill, 1074 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 


Saunderson,Rt. Hn.Col.Edw.J. | W 7illoughby de Eresby, Lord 
W.) 7 AL c 


Wilson, A. Stanley({ York, E.R.) 

| Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C.B. Stuart 
| Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE NoEs—Sir 
Alexander Acland - Hood 
and Viscount Valentia. 


| construed so as to apply the provisions of this 
| Act allowing an appeal to the Board of Educa- 


| tion in cases where a local education authority 


| refuse to make an arrangement as respects the 


‘make 


an arrangement for the transfer to them, or 


the use by them, of the schoolhouse of.’ ”— 


(Mr. Birrell.) 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 4, line 8, at the end, to add the 


words ‘but nothing in this s 


Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Adkins, W. Ryland 

Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Alden, Perey 

Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Armitage, R. 

Armstrong, WV. C. Heaton 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Asquith, Rt.Hn. Herbert Henry 
Astbury, John Meir 
Atherley-Jones, L. 

Jaker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker, Joseph A. (Finsbury, E.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barlow, JohnEmmott(Somerset 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Jarnard, E. B. 

Barnes, G. N. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Beale, W. P. 

Beauchamp, E. 

Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) 
Bellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, John Williams(Devonp'rt 
Bennett, E. N. 

Berridge, 'T. H. D. 


Bertram, Julius 


be made.” 


ection shall be | Noes, 182. 
AYES. 


Billson, Alfred 

Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
ae, W.( Bedfordshire 

3olton,T. 1 Coy hire, N.E. 
Boulton, A. C. F. (Ramsey) 
Brace, aly 

Bramsdon, T. A. 

= anch, James 

Brigg, John 

Brocklehurst, W. D. 

Brodie, H. C. 

Brooke, Stopford 

Brunner, J. F. L. (Lanes., Leigh) 
Bryce, Rt.Hn. James( Aberdeen 
Bryce, J. A.(Inverness Burghs) 
3uchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Buckmaster, Stanley O. 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Burnyeat, v. D. W. 

Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Buxton, Rt.Hn.Sydney Charles 
Byles, William Pollard 
Cairns, Thomas 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. 
Causton, Rt. Hn. Richard Knight 
Cawley, Frederick 
Chance, Frederick William 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, Winston Spencer 





Bethell, J. H. (Essex, Romford) 
VOL. CLIX. 


[FouRTH SERIES. | 


Clarke, C. Goddard 
20 





) 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 


use of the schoolhouse of an existing voluntary 
school.’ ”—(Mr. 


Birrell.) 


Question put, “ That the Amendment 


352 ; 


(Division List, No. 166.) 


{ 
| 








Cleland, J. W. 
Clough, W. 
Coats,Sir T.Glen( Renfrew, W.) 


Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins, Sirvm.J.(S. Pancras, W 
Cooper, @ 

Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Corbett,C.H. (Sussex, EGriast’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Cory, Cliiford John 

Cowan, W. H. 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 
Crooks, William 

Cross, Alexander 


Crossley, William J. 

Davies, David( Montgomery Co. 
Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, 8.) 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, 8S.) 
Dickinson, W.H.(St. Pancras,N. 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dobson, Thomas W. 

Dodd, W. H. 

Duckworth, James 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan.C.( Barrow-in-Farness ) 
Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
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Dunne, Major. E.Martin( Walsall ' 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Ellis, Rt. Hon. John Edward 
Erskine, David C. 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Everett, R. Lacey 

Faber, G. H. (Boston) 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 

Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Furness, Sir Christopher 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A. H. 

Gladstone, Rt. Hn.HerbertJohn 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Daniel Ford 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar ( York) 
Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Grove, Archibald 

Gulland, John W. 

Gurdon, Sir VV. Brampton 
Harcourt, Right Hon. Lewis 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r.) 
Harmsworth.R L(Caithn’ss-sh 
Hart-Davies, T. 

Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harwood, George 

Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson, J. M. (Aberdeen, W. 
Herbert, Colonel! Ivor (Mon.. 8. 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Holden, E. Hopkinson 

Hooper, A. G. 

Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset,N 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Horridge, Thomas Gardner 
Howard, Hon. Geoifrey 
Hutton, Alfred Eddison 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Illingworth, Percy H. 

Tsaacs, Rufus Daniel 

Jackson, R. S. 

Jacoby, James Alfred 

Jardine, Sir J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones, David Brynmor(Swanse 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett, F. W. 

Kearley, Hudson E. 

Kelley, George D. 
Kincaid-Smith, Captain 
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King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Kitson, Sir James | 
Laidlaw, Robert 
Lamb, Edmund G. (Leominster | 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) | 
Lambert, George 
Lamont, Norman 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid 
Layland- Barratt, Francis 
Leese,Sir JosephF.(Accrington | 
Lehmann, R. C. 
Lever,A Levy(Essex,Harwich) | 
Lever, W. H. (Cheshire, Wirral 
Levy. Maurice 
Lewis, John Herbert | 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David | 
Lough, Thomas 
Lupton, Arnold 
Luttrelll, Hugh Fownes 
Lyell, Charles Henry 
Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 

Macdonald, J.M. (Falkirk B’ghs | 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Maclean, Donald 
M‘Arthur, William 
MCallum, John M. 

M‘Crae, George 

M‘Kenna. Reginald 

M'Laren, Sir C. B. (Leicester 
M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major G. 

Mallet. Charles E. 

Mantield, Harry (Northants) 

Mansfield, H. Rendall (Lincoln) 
Markham. Arthur Basil 
Marks.G.Croydon (Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J. 

Mason, A. E. W. (Coventry) 
Massie. J. 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 
Molteno, Percy Alport 
Mond, A. 

Money. L, G. Chiozza 
Montagu. FE. 8. 
Montgomery, H. H. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan,J. Lloyd(Carmarthen 

Morrell, Philip 
Morse, L. L. 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murray, James 
Myer, Horatio 
Newnes. F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) 
Newnes, Sir George (Swansea) 
Nicholls, George 
Nicholson,Charles N.(Doncast’r 
Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nussey, Thomas William 
Nuttall, Harry 
O'Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 
Paul, Herbert 
Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pearson, Sir W. D. (Colchester) 
Pearson. W. H. M. (Suffolk,Eye) 

Perks, Robert William 

Philipps,Col. Ivor(S’thampton) 

Philipps,J.Wynford(Pembroke | 


and Wales) Bill, 
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Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke ) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 


| Pollard, Dr. 


Price, C.E.(Edinburgh, Central) 
Price, Robert John( Norfolk, E.) 
Priestley, Arthur (Grantham) 
Priestley, W.E. B.( Bradford, E. 
Rainy, A. Holland 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Rees, J. D. 

Rendall, Athelstan 

Renton, Major Leslie 
Richards, Thomas W.Monm’th 
Richards, T. F.(Wolverh’mpt’n 
Richardson, A. 

Rickett, J. Compton 

Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, Charles H.(Lincoln) 


| Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 


toberts, John H. (Denbighs) 
tobertson, Rt. Hn. E. (Dundee) 
2obertson,Sir G. Scott(Bradf’rd 
{obertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, S. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
tose, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Walter 
Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 


| Samuel, Herbert L.(Cleveland) 


Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann, Chas. E. (Manchester) 


| Sears, J. E 


Seaverns, J. H. 

Seely. Major J. B. 
Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. (Hawick, B.) 


Shipman, Dr. John G. 


| Silcock, Thomas Ball 
| Simon, John Allsebrook 


Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Snowden, P. 


| Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
| Soares, Ernest J. 

| Spicer, Albert 

| Stanger, H. Y. 


Stanley,Hn.A. Lyulph (Chesh.) 
Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 


| Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 


Strachey, Sir Edward 


| Straus, B. 8. (Mile End) 
| Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 


Stuart, James (Sutherland) 
Summerbell, T. 


| Sutherland, J. E. 
| Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
' Taylor, John W. (Durham) 


Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 


| Tennant,Sir Edward(Salisbury 


Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 


| Thomas, Abel (Carmarthen, E.) 


Thomas,Sir A.(Glamorgan, E.) 
Thomasson, Franklin Sa 
Thompson, J.W.H.(Somerset,E 
Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
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Verney, F. W. 

Villiers, Ernest Amherst 

Vivian, Henry 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 

Wallace, Robert 

Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Sir John L. (Leeds, 8.) 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Ward,John (Stoke upon Trent) | 
Ward, W. Dudley(Southampton | 
Vardle, George J. 
Varner, Thomas Courtenay T. | 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) | 
Wason,John Cathcart (Orkney) | 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 








Ambrose, Robert 

Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt Hon.SirH. 
Balearres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt.Hn,A.J.(City Lond.) 
Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Baring, Hon. Guy( Winchester) 
Barrie, H. T.(Londonderry,N.) 
Barry. E. (Cork, 8.) 

seach, Hn. Michael fFHugh Hicks 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 

Benn. W.(T’ wr Hamlets.S.Geo 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 

Boland, John 

Bowles, G. Stewart 

Boyle, Nir Edward 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Burke. E. Haviland- 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, Ek. Hildred 

Castlereagh, Viscount 
Cave, George Ss 
Cavendish, Rt.Hon. Victor C.W. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone,F.) 
Chamberlain, Rt.Hon.J.( Birm. 
Chamberlain, Rt.Hn.J.A( Wore. 
Clancy, John Joseph 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Cogan, Denis J. 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Courthope, G. Loyd 
Craig,Captain James(Down, E.) 
Craik, Sir Henry 
Crean, Eugene 
Dalrymple, Viscount 
Delany, William 
Devlin,CharlesRamsay(Galway 
Dillon, John 
Dixon, Sir Daniel 
Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Donelan, Captain A. 
Doughty, Sir George 


{27 JUNE 1906} 


| Waterlow, D. S. 
| Watt, H. Anderson 


Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 


| White, Luke (York, E.R.) 


Whitehead, Rowland 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Thomas Palmer 
Wiles, Thomas 


| Wilkie, Alexander 


Villiams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarth’n 
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Williamson, A. 


| Wills, Arthur Walters 


Wilson,Hon. (.H.W. (Hull, W.) 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid) 


| Wilson, J.W.(Worcestersh. N.) 


Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 


| Winfrey, R. 


Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) | 


NOES. 


Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Du Cros, Harvey 

Duncan, Robert(Lanark, Govan 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fardell, Sir T. George 

Farrell, James Patrick 

Fell, Arthur 

Ffrench, Peter 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Fletcher, J. 8. 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Forster, Henry William 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Gilhooly, James 

Ginnell, L. 

Haddock, George R. 

Halpin, J. 

Hammond, John 

Hardy, Laurence( Kent, Ashford 
Harrington, Timothy 
Harrison- Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Hay. Hon. Claude George 
Havden, John Patrick 
Hazleton, Richard 

Heaton, John Henniker 
Helmsley, Viscount 

Hervey, F.W.F(Bury 8.Edm‘ds 
Hill, Sir Clement(Shrewsbury) 
Hill, Henry Staveley (Staff’sh. ) 
Hogan, Michael 

Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Joyce, Michael 

Kennaway, Rt.Hon.Sir JohnH 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt.Hon.ColW. 
Keswick, William 

Kilbride, Denis 

King, Sir HenrySeymour(Hull) 
Lane- Fox, G. R. 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lee, ArthurH.(Hants., Fareham 
Lockwood, Rt.Hn. Lt.-Col. A. R. 
Long, Col. CharlesW.(Evesham 
Long, Rt.Hn. Walter(Dublin,S 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lundon, W. 

Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 


Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 
W oodhouse,SirJ. T(Hudd’rsfi'd 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Whiteley and Mr. J. A. 
Pease. 


MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down, 8. 
Mac Veigh,Charles (Donegal, E. 
M’Calmont, Colonel James 
M*Hugh, Patrick A. 

M‘Iver,Sir Lewis(EdinburghW. 
M ‘Kean, John 

M'Killop, W. 

Magnus, Sir Philip 

Marks, H. H. (Kent) 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Masterman, C. F. G. 

Meagher, Michael 

Meehan, Patrick A. 
Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Mooney, J. J. 

Morpeth, Viscount 

Muntz, Sir Philip A. 
Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Nicholson, Wm.G. (Peterstield) 
Nield, Herbert 

Nolan, Joseph 

O’ Brien, Kendal(Tipperary Mid 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor,James( Wicklow, W.) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare,N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 

0” Doherty, Philip 
Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 

QO’ Dowd, John 

O'Hare, Patrick 

0’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 
O'Kelly, James( Roscommon,N, 
O'Malley, William 

O’ Mara, James 
O'Shaughnessy, P. J. 

(Shee, James John 
Pease,Herbert Pike( Darlington 
Percy, Earl 

Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Power, Patrick Joseph 
Rawlinson,John FrederickPeel 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond JohnE.( Waterford) 
Redmend, William (Clare) 
Remnant, James Farquh arson 
Roche, Augustine (Cork) 

Roche, John (Galway, East) 
topner, Colonel Sir Robert 
Rothschild, Hon. Lionel Walter 
Russell, T. W. 
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. Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Seddon, J. 

Smith, F.E. (Liverpool, Walton 
Smyth, Thomas F. (Leitrim, S. 
Starkey, John R. 

Sullivan, Donal 


Adjournment 


Warde, Col. C. 





Williams, Col. 


Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
S 


Whereupon the Chairman left the 


Chair to make his Report to the House. | 


Committee report Progress; to sit 


again upon Monday next. 


EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 
[EXPENSES]. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 


{Mr. Emmorr (Oldham) in the Chair. | 


{COMMONS} 


Talbot,Rt. Hn.J.G.(Oxf’'dUniv , Wilson, A.Stanle 
Thomson,W Mitchell-(Lanark) 
Thornton, Percy M. 

Turnour, Viscount 

Vincent, Col. Sir C. E.Howard | Young, Samuel 
Walrond, Hon. 


Willoughby de Eresby, Lord | 


of the House. 


| Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 


| Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 


Lionel | Younger, George 
E. (Kent, Mid) | 


White, Patrick (Meath, North) | TELLERS FOR THE NorEs—Sir 


R. (Dorset, W.) Alexander Acland - Hood 


and Viscount Valentia. 


| MUSICAL COPYRIGHT BILL, 


Order for Committee read. 


| Mr. T. P. O'CONNOR said the hon. 
| Member for Bolton and he had had a 
consultation, and the hon. Gentleman 
had which he, 
unfortunately, was unable to agree. But 





an Amendment with 


the hon. Gentleman and he dared say 





other hon, Gentlemen were prepared to 


allow the really formal Amendment which 
| was under discussion last night to pass, 


Objection being taken, Committee was 
deferred till To-morrow. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, | 


“That it is expedient to authorise the | 


payment, out of moneys to be provided | 


by Parliament, of an additional Annual 


Grant, not exceeding one million pounds, | 


to be distributed among Local Education 
Authorities in pursuance of any Act of 
the present session to make further pro- 


vision with respect to Education in 


England and Wales, and of the re- 


muneration and Expenses of the Com- 


missioners appointed under such Act.” | 


—(Mr, Lough.) 


Question put forthwith, pursuant to 
the Order of the House of the 18th June. 
The Committee proceeded to a Division. 


: ; | 
The Chairman named Mr. Whiteley | 


and Mr. Joseph Pease as Tellers for the 
Ayes; but, there being no Members 
willing to act as Tellers for the Noes, 
he declared the Ayes had it. 

Resolution to be reported upon Mon- 
day next. 


RIGHTS OF WAY BILL. 
Order for Committee read, and dis- 


charged. Bill withdrawn. 


EAST INDIA (OFFICERS) (EXCHANGE 
COMPENSATION). 

Address for “ Return containing copies 

of all the 

|Government of India with regard to the 


Resolutions issued by the 


grant of Exchange Compensation allow- 


ance to European Officers of the Indian 


Service.”—(Sir Seymour King.) 


And it being after half-past Eleven 
of the Clock on Wednesday Evening, 
| Mr. Speaker adjourned the House with- 
out Question put, pursuant to the Stand- 


ing Order. 





after Twelve o'clock. 





1080: 
v (York, E.R.) 


| Wortley, Rt. Hon. ©.B. Stuart 






Adjourned at twenty-one minutes. 
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Lord Graves (Claim to Vote). Several 
witnesses ordered to attend the Committee 
for Privileges on Monday next, and pro- 
duce documents. 


ordered to attend the Committee for | 
Privileges on Monday next, and produce 
documents. 

3 
F Worcester Election, Message to the | 
F Commons for copies of minutes of the 
, evidence taken at the trial of the 
'F Worcester election petition. 





The Lord Petre took the Oath. 


‘ geese RRS rN 
ch t*mdtcates reviston OF 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted the | 
* House that the Clerk of the Parliaments | 
shad laid upon the Table the Certificate | 
from the Examiners that the further | 
‘Standing Orders applicable to the | 
‘following Bill have been complied with : 

: Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Electric | 
‘Power. 





‘Standing Orders applicable to the follow- 
ing Bills have been complied with: Pier 


| Pier and Harbour 
L (No. 2). 
r =6The 
‘Table. 


Water Provisional Order. 
same were ordered to lie on the | 


Great Yarmouth Waterworks and 
:Lowestoft Water and Gas Bill [H.1.]; 
‘The King’s consent signified ; and Bill 
reported trom the Select Committee with 
Amendments. 


pT Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. Bill {u.t.|; Tramways Orders 
Confir oe Bill [H. L.] ; The order made 


the Select Committee to consider 
Bills, discharged. 


to the Commons. 


VOL. CLIX. 


[FOURTH SERIES. } 
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Earldom of Norfolk, Several witnesses | 


ithe Committee of Selection, 





| visional Orders (No. 6) Bill. 
| Committee (according to order); Bills 


And also the Certificates that the | : 
| Committee 


-and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 1). | 
Provisional Orders | 





on Friday last, appointing certain Lords | 
the | 


Lord Tredegar’s Supplemental Estate 
Bill [H.1.] ; Read 34, and passed, and sent 
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North and South Shields Electric Rail- 


way Bill, Brixham Gas (Electric Lighting) 
dill ; Read 3*, and passed. 


Kettering Water Bill. Read 34, with 
the Amendments, and passed, and re- 
turned to the Commons. 


Cork 
Brought 


Hampstead Garden Suburb Bill ; 
| City Railways and Works Bill. 


| from the Commons, read 1*; and referred 
| | % the Examiners. 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 4) Bill [u.u.]; Tramways Orders 
ae Se Bill [u.L.] Report from 
That the 
Five Lords appointed a Select Committee 
on the Uxbridge Gas Bill and another 
3ill do form the Select Committee for 
the consideration of the Electric Lighting 
Provisional Orders (No. 4) Bill [H.1.], and 
the ype gs Orders Confirmation Bill 
[H.L.]; read, and agreed to: All petitions 
referred to the Committee, with leave to 
| the petitioners praying to be heard by 
counsel against the Bills to be heard as 


| desired, as also counsel for the Bills. 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 5) Bill; Electric Lighting Pro- 
House in 


reported without Amendment : Standing 
negatived ; and Bills to be 
read 3* To-morrow. 


Gas and Water Orders Confirmation 
| Bill [H.L.], Gas Orders Confirmation 
| (No. 1) Bill [u.L.], Gas Orders Confirma- 
|tion (No. 2) Bill [H.1.], Water Orders 


| Confirmation Bill [H.L.], Electric Lighting 


Provisional Orders (No. 3) Bill Loree 
Read 3* (according to order), and passed, 
and sent to the Commons. 


PETITIONS, 


EDUCATION. 


Petition in favour of maintenance of 
existing religious education in Church of 
England Se hools ; of parents and guar- 
dians of children attending school at 
Colne ; read, and ordered to lie on the 
Table. 

2 
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RETURNS, REPORTS, EFC. 


WORCESTER ELECTION. 
Minutes of evidence taken at’ the trial 
of the Worcester election petition com- 
municated (pursuant to Message of this 
day). 


BOARD OF EDUCATION (1906). 


Code of Regulations for Public Elemen- 
tary Schools, with schedules. 


COLONIES : ANNUAL. 
No. 486. St. Helena (Report for 1905) : 


TRADE REPORTS: ANNUAL SERIES— 
No. 3653. Russia (Odessa) ; 
No. 3654. France (Nice) ; 
No. 3655. Turkey (Salonica) ; 
No. 3656, Germany (Trade of Germany 
for 1905) ; 


No. 3657. Venezuela (Carcas) ; 


ECCLESIASTICAL DISCIPLINE. 
Report of the Royal Commission. 


PENAL SERVITUDE ACTS, 1853-1891, 
(CONDITIONAL LICENCE). 

Licence granted by His Majesty to 
Constance Farrilley, a convict under 
detention in Aylesbury Prison, permitting 
her to be at large on condition that she 
enter the London Female Preventive 
and Reformatory Institution, Milton 
House, Chelsea. 


ELECTRIC LIGHTING ACTS, 1882 TO 
1902 (PROCEEDINGS). 

Report by the Board of Trade respect- 
ing the applications to and proceedings 
of the Board of Trade under the Electric 
Lighting Acts, 1882 to 1902, during the 
past year. 

PILOTAGE, 

Abstract of returns relating to pilots 
and pilotage in the United Kingdom (in 
continuation of Parliamentary Paper 
No. 300 of session 1905), as furnished by 
the various pilotage authorities, 


HARWICH HARBOUR. 


Abstract of the Accounts of the receipts 
and expenditure of the Harwich Harbour 
Conservancy Board from the time of 
their incorporation down to and inclusive 
of March 31st, 1906. 

Laid before the House (pursuant to 
Act), and ordered to lie on the Table. 


LORDS} 
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EXPLOSIVES ACT, 1875, 

Thirtieth Annual Report of His 
Majesty’s Inspectors of Explosives, for 

05 

TONNAGE. 

Report of the Committee appointed by 
the Board of Trade to inquire into the 
operations of section 78 and 87 of the 
Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, in regard 
to the measurement of the tonnage of 
steamships; with minutes of evidence, 
appendices, and index. I. Report. II, 
Minutes of evidence, appendices, and 
index, 

NAVY. 

(New Construction) — Memorandum 
explanatory of the programme of new 
construction for 1905-1906 : with details 


not included in the Navy Estimates for 
1906-1907. 


(Wireless 
between the Admiralty and the Marconi 
Wireless Telegraph Company, dated July 
24th, 1903. 

Presented (by command), and ordered 
to lie on the Table. 


CLERGY DISCIPLINE ACT, 1892, 
Additional Rules, dated the 25th day 
of June 1906, under the Act. 


JUSTICES OF THE PEACE (No. 2) BILL. 
Amendments reported (according to 
order), and Bill to be read 3* to-morrow, 


INDIAN RAILWAYS ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL. 


EDUCATION OF DEFECTIVE CHILDREN 
(SCOTLAND) BILL. 
Read 3* (according to order), and 
passed. 


MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS BILL. 
Amendment reported (according to 
order), and Bill to be read 3* to-morrow. 


THE FLAG AT WESTMINSTER. 
THe Eart or MEATH rose to ask His 
Majesty’s Government whether _ the 
National Flag on the Palace of West- 
minster was lowered to half-mast on the 
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announcement of the death of the late 
Right Hon. Richard Seddon, P.C., Premier 
of New Zealand, or at the time of his 
funeral, or of the memorial service lately 
held in St. Paul’s Cathedral, and if not, 
whether His Majesty’s Government do 
not consider that the time has arrived in 
the history of the Empire when such a 
national tribute of respect and of 
sympathy should, on the death of a 
Premier of a British self - governing 
colony, be paid to his memory by the 
Parliament of the Mother Country. 





The noble Earl] said: My Lords, since I 
put my Question on the notice Paper of 
your Lordships’ House I have been 
advised that the raising and lowering of 
the National Flag on the Houses of Parlia- 
ment is within the prerogative of His 
Majesty the King, inasmuch as_ this 
building is a Royal palace. This infor- 
' mation has come to me from a private 
‘sources. In consequence of this fact I have 
given notice that [ propose to add to the 
Question as it has already been printed 
the words— 





“ And will advise His Majesty the King, in 
the exercise of his. prerogative, to give the 
recessary instructions in regard thereto.” 

By the death of the Right Hon. Richard 
Seddon, P.C., Premier of New Zealand, 
he British Empire has sustained a very 
erious, and in some particulars an irre- 
arable, loss. This successful statesman 
nd devoted son of the Empire was a very 
emarkable man. The son of a Lanca- 
hire schoolmaster and schoolmistress, he 
aid no claim to classical culture ; in fact, 
itis known that as a boy he resisted the 
eforts of his father to teach him Latin. 
But, on the other hand, his sound 
common-sense, his great knowledge of the 
work -a-day world and of all things 
wnnected with it, his strength of 
daracter and belief in himself, his 
ourage, endurance, independence, and 
adifference to criticism, his power of 
pressing his will on others, his energy, 
ad his evident earnestness in all that he 
vok up, made his personality irresistible. 





For fourteen years, until his recent 
eath, Mr. Seddon held the reins of 
jpwer in New Zealand, and during four 
eneral elections he was re-elected with 
arge and ever increasing majorities, 
proving that he had obtained the love 
ind affection of the people of New 
/ealand. None of his predecessors had 


ever remained in office longer than four 
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years. Such was his hold on the affec- 
tions of the people of New Zealand that, 
if he had not died at the comparatively 
early age of sixty-one, in all probability 
he would have remained at the head of 
affairs in that country so long as his 
working powers lasted. He told inter- 
viewers that he was neither a Radical, a 
Liberal, a Conservative, nor a Socialist. 
He said— 

“T desire to improve the condition of the 
people socially, morally, and politically, to in- 
spire them with hope and to ase them every 
opportunity of securing comfort in old age 
without sacrificing their independence.” 


at Westminster. 


Whatever we may think of the political 
and social measures for which he was re- 
sponsible, there can be no doubt whatever 
that the vast majority of the people of 
New Zealand warmly supported them ; 
and not only that, his popularity 
increased year by year so that he 
reversed the usual experience of Govern- 
ments, who find that their popularity is 
in inverse ratio to the length of their 
tenure of office. 


In New Zealand he will probably be 
remembered as the author of two impor- 
tant measures—tbe Female Suffrage Act 
and the Old Age Pension Law. But for 
us at home he will ever remain the great 
Imperialist statesman who, when the 
military resources of this country were at 
their very lowest ebb,sent to our assistance 
in South Africa a gallant band of trained 
marksmen and skilled horsemen who 
rendered yeoman service in defence of the 
Empire. Since the war in South Africa 
the relation towards the mother country 
of the Colonies has been altered in a 
great degree. By associating themselves 
actively with the mother country and 
with each other in mutual defence they 
have identified themselves with imperial 
interests and acquired a distinct right to 
be consulted in all matters of an imperial 
character. To my mind, my Lords, the 
British Empire owes a deep debt of 
gratitude to the late President Kruger for 
having been the means of uniting and 
solidifying the British Empire. New 
Zealand took a full share in this memor- 
able struggle, sparing neither blood nor 
treasure. 


The spirit which animated those 
men who fought for us was their 
own, but it was Richard Seddon 
who gave them the opportunity of 
showing what they were made of. He 


2P 2 
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it was who set an example of patriotism 
to New Zealand by sending his own son 
to the war before asking others to follow 
his example. Does not the Empire, and 
especially the mother country, owe some 
gratitude to this sturdy imperialist of the 
Antipodes? Surely we do, and New 
Zealand may rest assured that his action 
in the hour of the Empire’s need, and the 
gallant deeds of her sons, will never be 
forgotten as long as the sun in the course 
of its revolution sets on the folds of the 
Union Jack in New Zealand and rises in 
Great Britain to salute the well-known 
emblem of British sovereignty. 


Army 


I do not know what Answer may be 
given to my Question with regard to the 
lowering of the National Flag to half- 
mast on the occasion of Mr. Seddon’s 
decease. I fear it may possibly prove to 
be in the negative, but, if so, I am con- 
fident that such regrettable inaction will 
not have been due to any want of respect 
or sympathy but from lack of precedent 
and initiative in the perception by His 
Majesty's Government of the entirely 


altered position occupied by New Zealand | 


and the other self-governing Colonies since 
the date of the Boer War. 


*THe LORD STEWARD or THE 
HOUSEHOLD (The Earl of LiverPoot) : 
My Lords, the Answer to the first para- 
graph of the noble Earl’s Question is in 
the negative. The flag on the Victoria 
Tower of the Palace of Westminster is 
only lowered to half-mast on the death 
of the Sovereign or of a member of the 
Royal Family, and the First Commis- 
sioner of Works does not see any reason 
for departing from the decision of the 
late Government in this matter. As to 
the supplementary Question,His Majesty’s 
Government do not see their way to take 
the course suggested ; but in saying that, 
I wish to associate myself entirely with 
the noble Karl’s eulogium of the late Mr. 
Seddon, whom everyone must look upon 


as a great statesman, and whose loss to 
I have 
always kept in touch with New Zealand 


the Empire all must deplore. 


politics, through an old and valued friend, 


who was leader of the Opposition there 
during Mr. Seddon’s earlier terms of 
office, and who has now passed away, 
and I know from him that all parties 
i Seddon | merit. 
Perhaps I | country, the blow falls most heavily. To 
ought to point out that though the! show your Lordships that this is not a 


in New Zealand held Mr. 
in the highest respect. 


The Eurl of Meath, 


{LORDS} 
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the Union Jack is a national flag, it is no 
more the national flag of this country 
than the American Jack or the Jack of 
Russia are national flags. A Royal palace 
moreover, is not in the same category as 
other buildings from which flags are 
flown. 





Lorp STANMORE: My Lords, may 
I be allowed to point out to the noble 
Karl who has brought this matter to the 
attention of your Lordships this afternoon, 
that if his suggestion had been adopted by 
His Majesty’s Government there would 
be the greatest possible difficulty in dis. 
criminating between one Colonial Premier 
and another. You must either show this 
mark of respect in the case of the death 
of every Premier of an important Colony, 
which would reduce it to a mere matter 
of form, or you must discriminate between | 


Majesty’s Government to do. 





ARMY MEAT CONTRACTS. 

THE Eart or MAYO: My Lords, I | 
rise to ask His Majesty's Government 
why the contracts for beef for the Army 
have been changed so as to substitute 
home-killed beef for home-bred beef. 
The Question is a very short one, but it 
embraces many people and many interests. 
Some years ago imported dead meat was 
served out to our troops, but in conse- 
quence of the great outcry against it 
an arrangement was made that the 
troops should have on tive days home- 
bred beef and on two days Australian 
or New Zealand mutton. That went on 
for some time, and gave every satisfac- 
tion. The arrangement remains in force, 
| I believe, where the contract is accepted 
| for live cattle, but in all dead meat con- 
| tracts home-killed is allowed ; that is to 
/say, home-bred is entirely done away 
| with. All cattle imported alive have, as 
| we know, to be killed at the port of entry, 
| and therefore all cattle imported into this 
country, whether from Canada, America, 
‘or the Argentine, comes under the 


| category of home-killed. 





This is a great blow to the farmer and 
‘to all agriculturists in England, Ireland 
| and Scotland, and it is one they hardly 
On Ireland, a purely agricultural 
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mall matter, I may mention that the 
iumnual consumption of meat by the Army 
ind Navy represents 164,250 head of 
cattle, the money value being about 





£2,792,000. By one stroke of the pen, by | 


the alteration of one word in a contract, 
this trade is almost swept away. The 
cattle and dead meat imported into this 
country govern the price of cattle in the 
United Kingdom. If there is an enormous 
import of dead meat and live cattle the 
price of stores naturally falls at once, and 
this is felt throughout England, Ireland 
and Scotland. I cannot see, therefore, 
what the advantage is in altering the 
contract in this way, because if the price 
of cattle is governed by the importation, 
surely it is just the same if you allow 
home-bred cattle to be killed for the 











purpose of the troops Surely among 


the millions that inhabit these Islands 
_ there are more than enough to consume 


the imported beef. Jam sure the troops 
would he more than pleased if our farmers 
were allowed to supply them with the 
roast beef of Old England and of Ireland 
and Scotland. 


I should like to read to your Lordships 
the curt and decisive letter which was 
received from the Army Council by the 
Secretary of the Irish Cattle Traders and 
Stockowners’ Association. Here it is—— 

Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 
12th inst., transmitting a copy of a resolution 
passed hy your committee on the subject of 
War Department contracts for meat, I am 
commanded by the Army Council to inform 
you that troops in the United Kingdom get 
iresh beef five days a week, and the main 
reason for the alteration in the tender form 
was to widen the source of supply, and to 
obtain the best quality at the most reasonable 
price. 

The words in the tender form are general, 
and include beef from imported cattle killed 
it port of entry. There is no intention of 
again substituting “home-bred” for ‘ home- 
killed” in the tender forms.—I am, Sir, your 
obedient servant, 

(Signed), R. M. BRUDE. 

The Secretary Irish Cattle Traders and 
Stockowners’ Association. 


I suppose that may be considered as the 
law of the Medes and Persians, and that 
in future English, Irish and Scottish 
farmers are to be precluded from providing 
the troops with home-bred beef. 


sideration might be shown to them. 


THe UNDER-SECRETARY oF 
STATE ror WAR (The Earl of Ports- 
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all pay taxes, and I think some con-| 
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| MOUTH): My Lords, this question has 
' been raised on several occasions recently 
|in another place, and I would refer the 
‘noble Earl to the replies given on 
those occasions by the Secretary of 
State. The only object in altering the 
Army contract forms so as to substitute 
home-killed for home-bred beef was to 
widen the source of supply of meat 
for the Army with a view to obtaining 
the best meat at the lowest price. As 
the Secretary of State has said, the 
policy of the Government in this matter 
is one of free trade—i.e., to buy meat 
where we can get it best and cheapest ; 
and I am afraid that I can hold out no 
hope of a return to the old arrangements. 
These arrangements, of course, did give 
a decided preference to the home 
agriculturist, but it must be remembered 
that this preference was given at the 
expense of the public Exchequer. We 
expect by the new arrangements to 
effect a considerable saving in the annual 
Estimates under the Supply Vote. The 
present demand in this country for 
foreign home-killed beef points to its 
satisfactory quality. By opening the 
Army contracts to it we are both saving 
public money and keeping down pro 
tanto the price of meat for the consuming 
public. 


Elections. 


THe Earn or MAYO: When the 
time comes I hope the noble Earl will 
be able to point out to me the saving to 
the consuming public as a result of this 
arrangement. 


WORCESTER ELECTION. 

Tue LORD CHANCELLOR (Lord 
LorEBtrRN): My Lords, your Lordships 
will have observed that a message has 
come from the Commons that they have 
agreed to an Address to be presented to 
His Majesty, in which they desire the 
concurrence of this House, viz. :— 


** Worcester Election,— 


“ Most Gracious Sovereign, 


“We, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and 
| loyal subjects, the 

‘‘Commons of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, in Parliament 
assembled, beg leave humbly to represent 
|to Your Majesty that Sir John Compton 
| Lawrence, knight, one of the Justices of 
| the High Court of Justice, and Sir Joseph 
Walton, knight, one of the Justices of the High 
Court of Justice, being two of the Judges 
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appointed for the trial of Election Petitions, 
pursuant to The Parliamentary Elections Acts, 
1868, and The Parliamentary Elections and 
Corrupt Practices Act, 1879, have reported to 
the House of Commons that there was reason 
to believe extensive corrupt practices had 
taken place at the last Election for the City 
of Worcester. 


‘*We therefore humbly pray Your Majesty | 


that Your Majesty will be graciously pleased 
to cause inquiry to be made, pursuant to the 
powers of the Act of Parliament passed in the 
sixteenth year of the reign of Her late Majesty 
Queen Victoria, intituled ‘An Act to provide 
for more effectual inquiry into the existence of 
Corrupt Practices at Elections for Members to 
serve in Parliament,’ by the appointing of 
Edward Tindal Atkinson, esquire, one of Your 
Majesty’s Counsel, Attorney-General for Your 


Majesty’s Palatine of Durham, and Recorder | 


of Leeds; Horace Edmund Avory, esquire, 
also one of Your Majesty’s Counsel and 
Recorder of Kingston-upon-Thames; and 
Charles Willie Matthews, esquire, Barrister-at- 
law and Recorder of Salisbury, as Commis- 
sioners for the ——_ of making inquiry into 
the existence of such corrupt practices.” 

I have therefore to move that this 
House agree with the Commons in the 
proposed Address. 


Moved, “ To agree with the Commons 
in the Address to His Majesty, and to fill 
up the blank with ‘ Lords Spiritual and | 
Temporal and’”—(The Lord Chancellor.) 


On Question, Motion agreed to. 


The Lord Steward and the Lord Cham- 
berlain to present the Address on the 
part of this House: The Lord Chamber- 
lain to learn His Majesty's pleasure 
concerning the presentation of the said 
Address. 


House adjourned at Five o’clock 
till To-morrow half-past Ten 
o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, 28th June, 1906. 


The House met at a quarter before 
Three of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE BILLS [Lorps] (STANDING | 
ORDERS NOT PREVIOUSLY _IN- | 
QUIRED INTO COMPLIED WITH.) | 
Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table) 

Report from one of the Examiners of | 
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Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the 
case of the following Bill, originating in 
ithe Lords, and referred on the First 
| Reading thereof, the Standing Orders not 
| previously inquired into, and which are 
| applicable thereto, have been complied 
| with, viz.: Kent Electric Power Bill 
[Lords]. 

Ordered, that the Bill be read a second 
time. 


DUBLIN POLICE BILL (NO STANDING 
ORDERS APPLICABLE). 

Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table 
Report from one of the Examiners of 
Petitions for Private Bills, pursuant to 
the Order of the House of the 20th day 
| of June, That, in the case of the following 
| Bill, no Standing Orders are applicable, 
| viz. :—Dublin Police Bill. 





Sutton, Southcoates, and Drypool Gas 
| Bill. Lords Amendment considered, and 
| agreed to. 


Barry Railway Bill — Read the 
third time, and passed, without Amend- 
ment. 


Great Northern Railway Bill. To be 
read the third time upon Monday next. 


Rutherglen Burgh Order Confirmation 
Bill. “To confirm a Provisional Order 
under the Private Legislation Procedure 
(Scotland) Act, 1899, relating to 
Rutherglen Burgh,” presented by Mr. 
Sinclair ; read the first time ; and ordered 
(under section ¢ of the Act) to be read a 
second time upon Monday, July 9th, and 
to be printed. [Bill 280.} 


Local Government Provisional Orders. 
| (No. 8) Bill. Reported with Amendments 
| Provisional Orders confirmed]. Report 
to lie upon the Table. 


Bill as amended to be considered To- 
| morrow. 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 11) Bill. Reported, without Amend- 
ment [Provisional Orders confirmed]. 


_ Report to lie upon the Table. 


Bill to be read the third time To- 
morrow. 


Local Government Provisional Order 
(Housing of Working Classes) Bill. 
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| London County Council (Electric 
Supply) Bill. Reported from the Select 
Committee [Preamble not proved]. 

_ Report to lie upon the Table. 
London County Council (Electric 
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Reported without Amendment ([Pro- 
visional Order confirmed]. Report to lie 
upon the Table. 


Bill to be read the third time To- 
morrow. 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Order 
(No. 3) Bill. Reported, without Amend- 
ment [Provisional Order confirmed]. 
Report to lie upon the Table. 


Bill to be read the third time To- 
morrow. 


Manchester Churches Bill 
Reported, with Amendments. 
lie upon the Table. 


| Lords]. 
Report to 


Supply) Bill. Special Report from the 
Select Committee brought up, and read. 
Report to lie upon the Table, and to be 
printed. [No. 219.] 


Minutes of Proceedings to be printed. 
[No. 219.] 


London and North Western Railway 
Bill [Lords]. Reported, with Amend- 
ments, Report to lie upon the Table, and 
to be printed. 
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RAILWAY BILLS (GROUP 7). 


Mr. OSMOND WILLIAMS reported from | 
the Committee on Group 7 of Railway | 


Bills ; That, for the convenience of parties, | 
the Committee had adjourned till Tuesday | 


next, at a quarter before Eleven of the 
clock. 


Report to lie upon the Table. 


PRIVATE BILLS (GROUP I), 

Mr. TOULMIN reported from the Com- 
mittee on Group I of Private Bills ; That, 
at the meeting of the Committee this 
day, a letter was received from Mr. 
Henry, one of the Members of the said 
Committee, stating that he was unable, 
on account of domestic affliction, to attend 
the Committee this day. 





Report to lie upon the Table. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 


That they have agreed to, Dowlais Gas 
Bill, Merthyr Tydfil Gas Bill, with 
Amendments. 


Amendments to, Haslingden Corpora- 
tion Bill | Lords], without Amendment. 





PETITIONS. 


AGRICULTURAL HOLDINGS (SCOT- 
LAND) (CONSOLIDATION) BILL. 
Petition from Dundee, against ; to lie 
upon the Table. 


EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 
BILL. 


Petitions against; from Basford ; 
Bristol ; Dingley ; Dovercourt ; Dunwich ; 
Holdenby (two); Lampeter; Pilton ; 
Plaistow ; Sale ; Spratton ; and, Waden- 
hoe ; to lie upon the Table. 


EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 
BILL (RELIGIOUS TEACHING). 

Petitions against alteration of Law ; 

from Fulham; Leek; London; and 
Sunderland ; to lie upon the Table. 


FATAL ACCIDENTS AND SUDDEN 
DEATHS INQUIRY (SCOTLAND) BILL. 
Petitions from Dundee, against; to lie 
upon the Table. 


LAND VALUES TAXATION, ETC. (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL. 
Petitions from Condorrat ; Dundee ; 
and Glasgow ; to lie upon the Table. 


AND PHARMACY BILL 

[LORDS]. 

Petitions for alteration ; from Bucking- 
ham; Federation of Pharmaceutical 
Associations; Hallam; Leominster ; 
Morley (two) ; Newport Pagnell; North 
Hertfordshire ; North West Kent ; Prest- 
wich ; Sheffield ; Sunderland ; Watford 
(two); and, West Toxteth ; to lie upon 
the Table. 


POISONS 





RcEPORTS, ETC. 


RETURNS, 


TRADE REPORTS (ANNUAL SERIES). 

Copies presented, of Diplomatic and 
Consular Reports, Annual Series, Nos. 
3654 to 3657 [by Command]; to lie upon 
the Table. 
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Questions. 


EXPLOSIVES, 

Copy presented, of Thirtieth Annual 
Report of His Majesty’s Inspectors of 
Explosives, being for the year 1905 [by 
Command] ; to lie upon the Table. 


PENAL SERVITUDE ACTS (CON- 
DITIONAL LICENCE). 

Copy presented, of Licence granted to 
Constance Farrilley, a convict under 
detention in Aylesbury Prison, permitting 
her to be at large on condition that she 
enter the London Female Preventive and 
Reformatory Institution, Milton House, 
Chelsea, S.W. {by Act]; to le upon the 
Table. 


TONNAGE. 


Copy presented, of Report of the Com- 
mittee appointed by the Board of Trade 
to inquire into the operation of Sections 
78 and 87 of The Merchant Shipping Act, 
1894, in regard to the measurement of 
the tonnage of Steamships, with Minutes 
of Evidence, Appendices, and Index. I. 
Report; II. Minutes of Evidence, Ap- 
pendices, and Index [by Command]; to 
lie upon the Table. 


ELECTRIC LIGHTING ACTS, 1882 TO 
1902 (PROCEEDINGS). 

Copy presented, of Report by the Board 
of Trade respecting the Applications to 
and Proceedings of the Board of Trade 
under the Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 to 
1902, during the past year [by Act] ; to 
lie upon the Table and to be printed. 
[No, 220.] 


PILOTAGE. 

Copy presented, of Abstract of Returns 
relating to Pilots and Pilotage in the 
United Kingdom (in continuation of 
Parliamentary Paper, No. 300, of Session 
1905) as furnished by the various Pilot- 
age Authorities [by Act]; to lie upon the 
Table, and to be printed. [No. 221.] 


HARWICH HARBOUR. 


Copy presented, of Abstract of the 
Accounts of the Receipts and Expenditure 
of the Harwich Harbour Conservancy 
Board from the time of their incorporation 
down to and inclusive of March 31st. 1906 
[by Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed. [No, 222. 


MAGISTRATES (SCOTLAND). 


Return Presented, relative thereto 
{ordered March 15th ; Mr. Eugene Wason); 


{COMMONS} 





Questions. 


2096 


to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 223.] 


COLONIAL REPORTS (ANNUAL), 
Copy presented, of Colonial Report No, 
486 (St. Helena, Report for 1905) [by 
Command] ; to lie upon the Table. 


NAVY (WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY), 

Copy presented, of the Agreement be- 
tween the Admiralty and the Marconi 
Wireless Telegraph Company, dated July 
24th, 1903 [by Command]; to lie upon 
the Table. 


NAVY (NEW CONSTRUCTION). 
Copy presented, of Memorandum ex- 
planatory of the programme of New 
Construction for 1905-6, with details not 
included in the Navy Estimates for 
1906-7 [by Command]; to lie upon the 
Table. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION (CODE 1906). 

Copy presented, of Code of Regulations 
for Public Elementary Schools, with 
Schedules, by the Board of Education [by 
Command] ; to lie upon the Table. 


PAPER LAID UPON THE TABLE BY 
THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE. 
LUNACY. 

Copy of Sixtieth Report of the Com- 
missioners in Lunacy to the Lord Chan- 
cellor [by Act] ; to be printed. [No. 224.] 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Technical Education in India. 

Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS (Denbigh- 
shire, W.): To ask the Secretary of 
State for India whether he will state 
what is the total amount spent out of 
State funds on technical education in 
India. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Morley.) 
The total amount spent out of public 
funds in India on technical education 
during 1904-5 was Ks.  6,78,000 
(£45,200). 


Date of Indian Budget Debate. 
Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS: To ask 
the Secretary of State for India whether 
a decision has been arrived at as to the 
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date for the discussion of the cea 
Budget. | 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Morley.) | 
We hope to take the Indian Budget on | 
July 20th. 


Irish Postal Service Promotions. 
| 


Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.): To ask the 
Postmaster-General on what principle of | 
merit or seniority is promotion regulated | 
in the postal service in Ireland ; whether | 
he can say why a Mr. Gibson was pro- | 
moted to the surveyors’ office in Dublin | 
over the heads of other members of the | 
Portadown staff of longer service and | 
higher qualifications, and why were not 
applications for the position invited from 
other members of the staff ; and whether 
he can also say why a substitute, named 
Magennis, was transferred from Porta- 
down to Letterkenny, whilst a substitute 
of inferior qualification who was drawing | 
sustenance money has been retained, 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) The | 
case of Mr. Gibson, to which the hon. 
Member refers, is not one of promotion 
but of temporary employment in the 
Surveying Department. For such em- 
ployment it is not the practice to invite | 
applications, as it is necessary to select 
officers who are known to possess special 
qualifications for that class of work. 
Mr. Gibson was considered to possess the 
best qualifications for this work. The 
substitute, named Magennis, has been 
selected for temporary duty in the 
Letterkenny post office because, in the 
event of the post which he is filling 
temporarily becoming vacant, he has the 
first claim to consideration for the 
appointment. 


Telegraphic Facilities at Southampton. 


LIEUTENANT - CoLoNnEL PHILIPPS 
(Southampton): To ask the Postmaster- 
General whether his attention has been 
called to the inconvenience and delay to 
firms at the Southampton Docks owing 
to the present position of the telegraph 
office there ; and whether he will consider 
if arrangements cannot be made for an 
additional telegraph office near the main | 
dock gates, where it can be more easily, | 
quickly, and safely reached by ee 
sending telegrams, such an office to be | 
connected, if possible, by a pneumatic | 
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tube with the present main office at the 
platform. 


Questions, 


(Answered hy Mr. Sydney Buxton.) Re- 
presentations on the subject have reached 
me. I understand that a telegraph office 
is desired at the post office in Canute 
Road, but as that office is not a quarter 
of a mile from the head telegraph office 
another telegraph office seems scarcely 
justified. I understand, moreover, that a 
new entrance to the docks is being pro- 
vided close to the head telegraph office, 
so that the latter should meet all 
requirements. 


Female Medical Officers for Glasgow 
Postal Staff. 


Mr. WATT (Glasgow College): ‘To 
ask the Postmaster-General if he has 
taken into consideration the advisability 


of appointing one or more female doctors 


to the position of medical officers to the 
post office at Glasgow ; and if he will now 


| say into how many districts he proposes 


to divide the appointment. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buszton.) 1 
do not think it would be advisable to 
appoint female medical officers to any of 
the six districts into which Glasgow will 
be divided, 


Claims of Irish Evicted Tenants. 

Mr. O'MARA (Kilkenny, 8.) : To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that particulars of the claims of the 
following evicted tenants in Thomastown 
Union, namely, Michael Walsh, Oldtown, 
Thomastown, on Colonel Hanford’s Flood 
Hall estate ; James Walsh, Plebourstown, 
Thomastown, and Michael Farrell, Ple- 
bourstown, on Colonel Butler's Kearney’s 
estate; and Thomas Kelly, Thomastown, 
on Rey. R. P. Clifford’s estate, were 
lodged with the Estates Commissioners a 
long time ago; and will he say whether 
these claims have been examined and 
with what result ; and what, if any, action 
has been taken in regard to them by the 
Estates Commissioners ; and if no action 
has yet been taken, whether he will state 
when an inspector will be sent down, and 
when a settlement may be expected. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that they have 
received applications for reinstatement 
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from the persons indicated, and will have | 
these applications inquired into by their | 
inspector, who has been directed to in- | 
vestigate the claims of evicted tenants in | 
county Kilkenny. 


Questions. 


Irish School Managers and Dr. Starkie. 
Mr. P. A. MCHUGH (Sligo, N.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- | 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that, at a meeting of the Catholic 
Clerical School Managers’ Association for 
Ireland, held in the Gresham Hotel, | 
Dublin, on the 5th June, 1906, a resolu- | 
tion was unanimously adopted expressing 
dissatisfaction at the continuance in office 
of the present Resident Commissioner of 
National Education, Dr. Starkie; and 
whether he has investigated the reasons 
assigned for their dissatisfaction, and 


what steps does he propose to take to | 


secure the re-establishment of cordial 
relations between the managers and those _ 
charged with the control of primary 
education in Ireland. 


(Answered hy Mr. Bryce.) I was not 
aware that the resolution referred to had 
heen passed. The entire subject of 
primary education in Ireland deserves to 
to be carefully considered ; but I may say 
that the Irish Government entertain the | 
very highest opinion of Dr. Starkie’s zeal | 
and ability. 


Summonses for Disturbance at Eviction of 
Mr. Ward at Loughrea. 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG (Antrim, 8.) : 


To ask tne Chief Secretary to the Lord-— 


Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that some thirty or forty persons 
were served with summonses by the 
police for participation in the disturbances 
in connection with the eviction of Mr. 
Ward, at Loughrea; that a meeting of 
those summonsed was held, at which it 
was decided that, if fines were imposed 
by a packed jury, they would go to 
gaol in a body rather than pay the 
fines; whether in view of this threat 
the summonses were withdrawn; and 
will he say by whose authority the 
summonses were issued in the first in- 
stance, and by whose authority they 
were withdrawn. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) No persons 
were summoned for participation in any 
disturbance in connection with the evic- 
tion of Mr. Ward, at Loughrea, but 
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| tenant 
completion of the new central railway 


aware that the townlands comprising the 
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summonses were issued against some 
persons for being drunk and disorderly, 
[am not aware that any such meeting 
as is mentioned in the Question was held. 
The summonses were not withdrawn in 
view of the alleged threat, or of any 


threat. They were issued in the ordinary 


way, under the authority of the Inspector- 
General, and were withdrawn by his 
order and with the approval of the Irish 
Government. 


Waterford Toll Bridge. 
Mr. POWER (Waterford, EF.) : To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
of Ireland whether, on the 


station by the Fishguard and Rossclare 
Company and the Great Southern and 
Western Company, north of the River 
Suir, at Waterford, the former company 
will be empowered to cease to use the 
station at the south side of the river for 


_ passenger and other traffic, and thereby 
/to compel passengers and goods, which 


have hitherto entered Waterford by the 
south station, to pay tolls on the toll 
bridge for crossing to and from the city 
to the station on the north side ; and 
whether a rebate of such tolls can be 
claimed by such passengers and traffic 
from the Fishguard Company. 


(Answered hy Mr. Lloyd-George.) My 
right hon. friend has asked me to reply 
to this Question. I have communicated 
with both the railway companies con- 
cerned in the matter, and I am informed 
that it is not proposed to take any steps 
to close the existing station on the south 
side of the River Suir pending the decision 
of the question of the provision of a free 
bridge in lieu of the existing toll bridge. 
As the hon. Member is no doubt aware, 
the Fishguard and Rosslare Company are 
under a statutory obligation to contribute 
towards the cost of the suggested new 
bridge. 


Sale of Sir H. Burke’s Estate at the 
Marble Hill. 


Mr. DUFFY (Galway, §.): To ask 


the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 


tenant of Ireland whether the attention 
of the Estates Commissioners has been 
directed to the negotiations going on for 
the sale of the widely-spread estate of 
Sir Henry Burke, Marble Hill, Woodford, 
to the tenants; are the Commissioners 
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really rich sections of the estate are being 
sold first, for the purpose of raising the 
market value of the poor mountainous 
parts of the property ; and, in view of the 
possibility of the poor people living in 
these arid mountain districts being forced 
or induced to sign agreements neither 
fair to themselves or the ratepayers, will 
he call the attention of the Estates Com- 
missioners to the proposed sale of this 
estate, with a view, amonyst other 
matters, of having Mr L. F. Egan and 
other evicted tenants reinstated in their 
evicted homes. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that they have 
no reason to believe that sales of portions 
of this estate are being arranged with the 
object mentioned in the Question. The 
Commission have referred the applications 
ot the evicted tenants to one of their 
inspectors for inquiry in connection with 
the sale of the property. 


Royal Irish Constabulary Inspectors— 
Mr. H. Moriarty. 


Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N.): 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he will state on 
whose recommendation Mr. H. Moriarty 
has been appointed sub-inspector of police 
in Ballymahon ; where this officer served 
before ; how many police stations he had 
then under his charge; whether he is 
aware that whilst in other police districts 
officers have to inspect twenty stations 
this otticer will only have to inspect five ; 
and on what ground he has been trans- 
ferred from a harder to an easier district. 


Mr. J. P. FARRELL: 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland if he is aware that in couuty 
Longford there is a county inspector and 
three district inspectors of constabulary 
to inspect sixteen police stations, while in 
many places in Ireland one district in- 
spector hascharge of a much larger number 
of stations than these four officers to- 
gether ; and whether, seeing that the 
Government policy of reducing the number 
of these officials is in many cases blocked by 
the efforts of the constabulary authorities 
to favour the influential owners of the 
houses of which these inspectors are 


tenants, he proposes to take any and, if 
any, what action in the matter. 
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(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Inspec- 
tor-General informs me that he, of his 
own motion, transfered this officer from 
Belmullet to Ballymahon. At Belmullet 
the district inspector had charge of eight 
stations, and at Ballymahon he has charge 
of six. There is no district in Ireland in 
which a district inspector would have to 
inspect as many as twenty stations. Mr. 
Moriarty was transferred from county 
Mayo because he was marrying a lady 
connected with that county, and under 
the regulations he could no longer serve 
there. There is, in Longford, as in every 
other county of Ireland, a county in- 
spector of constabulary ; and there are in 
the county three police districts, each in 
charge of a district inspector. - In two of 
these districts there are six, and in the 
third five, police stations. This is about 
the usual number as compared with other 
counties. The Inspector-General informs 
me that he is not aware of any case to 
which the circumstances mentioned in the 


Questions. 


concluding part of the second Question 


applies. 


Irish National Schools—Rebuilding Plans 


Mr. JOHN ROCHE (Galway, E.): 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that injury is caused to education 
in Ireland by the delay in issuing the 
new arrangements for the building of 
national schools in Ireland ; and whether 
steps will be taken to have these new 
regulations issued as soon as possible. 


(Answered by Mr, Bryce.) I am well 
aware that there is great need for the 
erection of new national school buildings 


i /and the improvement of existing school 
To ask the 


buildings in Ireland; and the Irish 
Government is doing its best to accelerate 
the settlement of a scheme for that 
purpose. 


Report of Consultative Committee of 
Education. 

Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, S.) : 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is now 
in a position to lay upon the Table the 
Report of the Consultative Committee of 
Education. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) 1 fear that 


|I cannot add anything to the reply 
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which I gave to the mght hon. Gentle- 
man’s similar Question on the 20th 
instant. 


Questions. 


Teaching of Irish in Schools. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: To ask the | 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant | 
of Ireland whether he would lay upon | 
the Table copies of the resolution and | 
correspondence which have passed be- 
tween the Government and the Board | 
of Intermediate Education with reference 
to the teaching of Irish in the schools. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The right 
hon. Gentleman’s long official experience 
will have made him aware that it would 
not be in accordance with practice to 
lay upon the Table copies of the corres- | 
pondence which has passed between the 
Government and any Department or | 
Board, and quite irregular to do so while | 
the correspondence is still incomplete. 


Improvements of Kinara Harbour. 


Mr. DUFFY: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland how much money was allowed 
and placed at the disposal of the Board 
Works to carry out the improvements 
to Kinvara Harbour; when the works | 
were brought to an abrupt conclusion, on 
the 30th April, 1906, how much of the 
the money remained unexpended ; and 
will the balance, if any, be handed over 
to the county council for the extension 
of the pier. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The certi-| 
fied works at Kinvara, under the Marine 
Works Act, were estimated to cost 
£1,900, of which the sum of £1,100 was | 
allocated from the Marine Works Fund | 
and £800 was to be contributed by the 
county council. These works have been 
completed ; and as they were executed | 
by the Board of Works themselves, | 
instead of by a contractor, and as it was 
found that portions of the old work were 
still quite sound, the Board were enabled 
to complete the work at a cost of £1,369. | 
The county council have not yet paid | 
their contribution. The balance cannot | 
be handed over to the council for the | 
proposed extension to the pier. It is| 
in regard to that proposed extension | 


that the legal difficulty mentioned in my | 





+See Col. 150. 
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reply to the hon. Member's Question of 
Tuesday last has arisen. + 


Sale of the St. George’s Estate, Tyrone— 
Case of Mary Greally. 

Mr. DUFFY: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether the Estates Commis- 
sioners have received agreement forms 
from the tenants on the St. George's 
Estate, Tyrone, Clarenbridge, Galway ; 


_and, before sanctioning the same, will 


inquiries be made into the case of widow 


_Mary Greally, of Kilcolgan, who was 


evicted out of her holding some years 


| ago, with a view of having her reinstated. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The 
Estates Commissioners inform me _ that 
no agreements for purchase have yet 
been lodged with them in this case. 
They will, however, have inquiries made 


| into the case of Mrs. Greally. 


Spread of Consumption in Ireland. 

Mr. DUFFY: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he is aware that the 
death rate from consumption has risen 
from 19 to 25 per 10,000 of the popula- 
tion in Ireland within the course of the 


| past few years, while in England it has 


fallen from 24 to 12 per 10,000 of the 


| population ; and whether in view of the 


fact that 14,000 of our people are 
doomed to die of this disease in 1907, he 
will advise the Government to take such 
steps as may be deemed necessary to 
stop the ravages of this insidious but 
preventable disease. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) 1 deg to 
refer tomy reply to a similar Question 
put by the hon. Member for West Cavan 
on Tuesday last,t which has probably 
The 
Question is engaging the close attention 
of the Irish Government, who will do all 


| they can to check the evil. 


Congestion in County Galway. 


Mr. DUFFY: Toask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Licutenant of Ireland 
whether he received a copy of a resolu- 
tion, passed by the Galway County 
Council at their meeting on the 18th 





+ See Col. 608. 
+ See Col. 794. 
































1105 


instant, calling the attention of the 
Government to the fact that very little 


Questions. 


{28 JUNE 1906} 


has been done, in the county of Galway 
and other areas affected, to relieve the | 


state of congestion which exists, and 
impressing on them the necessity of 


forming a Royal Commission at once to_ 


inquire into the matter ; and what steps 


the Government propose to take in the | 


matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) 
received the resolution referred to. The 
subject is, I understand, to be discussed 
this afternoon, and anything I have to 
say can be better said then. 


Application for Untenanted Land at 
Ardrahan, County Galway. 


Mr. DUFFY: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether the Estates Commis- 
sioners have received a memorial from a 
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would cost too much to do so; if he is 
aware that the Commissioners pay the 
salaries of the resident Commissioner, 
the inspectors, and the staff of the office 
monthly ; if so, will he explain why the 
same plan cannot be adopted in the case 
of the teachers; will he say if any 
members of the Commisioners’ staff is 
more than sixty-five years of age, and, 
if so, why is he retained; if he will 


(Questions. 


/ recommend the Commissioners to ask any 


I have: 


of the other public boards who pay 
monthly salaries to assist and advise how 
to do so without incurring much addi- 
tional expense ; and if there is any other 
instance in the public service where 


| persons in receipt of one pound a week 
| are paid only four times yearly. 


body of very small tenants in the parish | 


of Ardrahan, county Galway, as well as 
from a body of suitable applicants who 


are anxious to secure holdings, request- | 
ing them to consider their claims to the | 


untenanted lands recently purchased by 
the Estates Commissioners from Mr. 


3urton Persse in the parish of Ardrahan ; | ) t 
| monitors is about 17,000, and the same 


and whether any decision has been 
arrived at in reference to the allocation 
of these lands. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) 


The Estates | 


Commissioners inform me that they are. 
unable to identify, from the information | 


furnished in the Question, the particular 
memorial referred to. 


Proceedings for | 


the sale of a portion of the Burton Persse | 


Estate have been instituted before the 
Commissioners, and all applications for 
land received from the tenants 
others have been referred to their 
inspector for inquiry in connection with 
his inspection. These applications will 
be considered by the Commissioners in 
due course. 


Monthly Payment of Salaries of Irish 
School Teachers. 


Mr. J. P. FARRELL: 


have refused to pay the salaries of 
teachers monthly instead of quarterly, 


and | 


To ask the | 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant | 
of Ireland if he is aware that the Commis- | 
sioners of National Education in Ireland | 


as they do at present, solely because it | lawful heir of the former tenant. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) 1 am ine 
formed that the fact is as stated in the 
first paragraph. The salaries of the 
central and inspection staffs are paid 


monthly. These combined staffs number 
|less than 200 individuals, and the 
/payment of their salaries is not 


contingent on average attendance and 
other conditions which have to be 
considered in connection with payments 
of teachers’ salaries. The number of 
national teachers, pupil teachers, and 


plan of payment could not be adopted in 
their case. No member of the permanent 
staff is over sixty-five years of age. The 
question of paying the teachers’ salaries 
is one entirely for the Commissioners 
themselves, and they hold that it would 
be quite impossible to make monthly 
payments without a very large increase 
of staff. 


Irish Evicted Tenants—Case of James 


Smythe. 
Mr. J. P. FARRELL: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 


tenant of Ireland to state whether 
| the Estates Commissioners have received 
|any application from James Smythe, of 
| Larkfield, county Longford, for restora- 
| tion to his mother’s evicted farm on the 
| Dopping Estate ; and whether, in view of 
the fact that this estate is now being sold 
to the tenants, care will be taken that no 
new tenancy of this holding will be 
sanctioned by the Commissioners as 
| forming part of the estates for sale, unless 
| thesame is made to James Smythe, the 
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(Answered by Mr, Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that they have 
received an application for reinstatement 
from James Smythe, and will have the 
same duly inquired into before they 
sanction the sale of the estate referred 
to. Proceedings for the sale of this 
estate have not yet, however, been 
commenced before the Commissioners. 


Questions. 





Irish Evicted Tenants—Case of Peter 
ictory. 
Mr. J. P. FARRELL: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether any application has 


been received by the Estates Commis- | 


sioners from Peter Victory for restoration 
to him of the farm on the Dopping Estate 
to which he is entitled ; and whether, as 
arrangements are now about being made 


for the sale of this estate to the tenants, | 
the Estates | 


care will be taken by 
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Questions. 


| notice stating that the final list would 
/comprise as many of the cases as the 
| Judicial Commissioners considered it 
| possible to hear in the time at their 
‘disposal, and requesting that appellants 
'would notify the Commissioners of any 
appeals which they did not intend to 
prosecute, or in which settlements had 
been arrived at or sales were pending, 
or which for any other reason would not 
go to a hearing. This notice explains 
the exclusion of any cases which do not 
appear in the final list. 


Supply of Answers to Irish Questions. 
Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, 8.): To ask the 
| Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland if he will consider the 
advisability of supplying Members with 
copies of the Questions that are answered 
orally, as is the custom in other Govern- 
ment Departments. 


Commissioners that the evicted tenants on | 


the property, including Peter Victory, | 


are readmitted to their holdings. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissioners have received Peter 
Victory’s application for reinstatement, 
not on the Dopping Estate, but on the 
estate of Captain White. The applicant 
states that his former holding is occupied 
by Patrick McGimey, and the Commis- 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The hon. 
| Member does not seem to be aware that 
| it is my practice to send to the lobby at 
| the back of Mr. Speaker’s Chair copies of 
my oral Answers for the use of hon. 
Members, and marked “For Irish 
Members.” I am not aware what the 
practice of other Ministers may he, but I 
do not think there is any invariable 
| custom in the matter. 


sioners’ records show that McGirney has | 


already purchased under the Land Act 


what is presumably the holding in 
question. Victory’s application — will, 


however, be inquired into by the local 
inspectors in due course. 


Fair Rent Appeals at Killarney. 

Mr. MURPHY (Kerry, E.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, whether he is aware 
that in the preliminary list for the sitting 
of the Chief Land Commissioners at 
Killarney, on the 3rd July next there 
were sixteen cases listed on the estate 
of the Earl of Kenmare, whereas, on the 
final list, now published, only two of 
these cases appear ; and whether he can 
state the cause of the omission of the 
other cases, some of which have been 
before the Commissioners since 1898. 


I am in- 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) 
Commission 


formed by the Land 


that the preliminary list of fair rent 
appeals to be heard at Killarney on 3rd | 
July was sent to each appellant with a 


Irish Land Purchase—Improper Sales. 

Mr. GINNELL (Westmeath, N.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
| Lieutenant of Ireland if he is aware that 
|some landlords are, for the purpose of 
| obtaining public money under the Land 
| Act of 1903, by means of agreements 
| called judicial, but never approved by any 
| court, eluding inspection and_ selling 
| within the zones of that Act holdings to 
| which the Land Acts, used legitimately, 
| do not apply; and, seeing that em- 
barrassed tenants will not voluntarily 
expose this practice, will the Estates 
Commissioners ascertain the date of such 
an agreement in every case, disallow all 
| signed since 1902, and have the holdings 
| inspected as non-judicial. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that, in any 
case in which it appears that a judicial 
rent for a first statutory term has been 
fixed by agreement made since Ist 
January, 1903, it is their practice, before 
| sanctioning an advance, to make full 
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inquiries into all the circumstances of the 
case with the object of ascertaining 
whether an inspection is necessary or 
not. 


Northumberland Artillery Militia 
Training Ground. 

Sik ROBERT HOBART: To ask the 
Secretary of State for War whether, as 
the Northumberland Artillery Militia 
are mainly recruited at Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, the headquarters could be moved 
to Newcastle-on-Tyne Royal Artillery 
Barracks from Berwick-on-Tweed, by 
which means the expense of conveying 
men backwards and forwards, both on 


joining and dismissal, between Newcastle | 


and Berwick, en route for Portsmouth, | 
where the regiment is trained, would be | 
saved. 


(Answered by Mr, Seeretary Haldane.) 
To move the headquarters of the regiment 
to Newcastle would necessitate the build- 
ing of quarters and accessories similar to | 
those available at Berwick, and _ the 
acquisition of a site for this purpose. No 
funds are, however, available. 


Barrack Accommodation at the British 
Legation at Pekin. 

CAPTAIN CRAIG (Down, E.): To ask 

the Secretary of State for War whether 

his attention has been called to the 


inadequacy of the accommodation pro- | 


vided for the officers and men of the 
British Legation guard at Pekin ; whether, 
in view of the fact that the Legation’s 
civil quarters are excellent, and the 
German and Dutch military are properly 
accommodated, he will take steps to 
provide suitable quarters for the British 
guard ; and whether he is aware that 
there is no hospital for the British 
military garrison. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) | 


The provision of suitable accommodation | 
for the British Legation guard at Pekin | 
and of a hospital is at the present moment | 


being carefully considered, and it is hoped 
that a decision will be reached at an early 
date. 


Additional Squadron of Lovat Scouts. 
Mr. JOHN DEWAR (Inverness) : 
To ask the Secretary of State for 
War if he has received a petition from 
over 300 men in South Uist, asking that 
an additional squadron may be added to 
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the Lovat Scouts, as a large number of 
men in that district are anxious to join 
the regiment ; and whether having regari 
to the high character of this regiment and 
the excellent material to be obtained in 
recruits from that district, he is able to 
grant the request. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The petition has been received, and 
has been referred to the General Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief, Scottish Command, 
for report. 





Disposal of Sites and Buildings connected 
with the Defence of London. 

Mr. GIBBS (Bristol, W.): To ask 
| the Secretary of State for War when 
'he will be in a position to state his 
| proposals with regard to disposing of 
the sites and buildings connected with 
| the defences of London. 


(4 Answered by Mr. Seeret tary Haldane.) 
These buildings are at present full of 
| ammunition and tools, for which no 
| accommodation is immediately available 
|elsewhere. Consequently, I cannot at 
| present say when I can make the state- 
| ment required by the hon. Member. 


Suggested Government Grant to Riffe 
Clubs. 


Mr. HICKS BEACH (Gloucestershire, 
Tewkesbury): To ask the Secretary of 
| State for War if he proposes to stimulate 
| the growth of rifle clubs throughout the 
|country by making them a grant from the 
| funds at his disposal. 


(Answered by Mr. Seeretary Haldane.) 
I have at present no funds at my dis- 
| posal to further the growth of rifle clubs. 
| It would be premature to discuss, at this 
| moment, the possible provision of such 
| funds in the future. 


British Commercial Representation 
Abroad. 

Mr. LAIDLAW (Renfrewshire, E.) 
To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs if he will inform the House as to 
the number of commercial agents, other 
{than consular agents, in the service of 
|the respective Governments of France, 
Belgium, Germany, the United States of 
America, and Japan, who are resident in 
this country ; and as to the number of 
commercial agents, other than consular 
}agents, in the service of the British 
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Government, who are resident in France, 
Belgium, Germany, the United States of 
America, Japan, and China. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Secretary Sir Edward 
Grey.) There is a commercial attaché on 
the staff of the French Embassy, and a 
technical attaché on that of the German 
Embassy. No appointments of com- 
mercial agents have been notified to the 
Foreign Office by either the United 
States, Belgium, or Japan. There are 
British commercial attachés for France 
and Belgium, Germany, China and 
Japan ; and there is also a British com- 
mercial agent in the United States. 


The Egyptian Shooting Affair. 

Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.): To ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
in reference to the recent affray between 
British ofticers and Egyptians at Tantah, 
whether he has yet received any detailed 
information as to the circumstances which 
led to the affray; whether any of the 
natives were killed or injured, will the 
British officers who took part in the 
affray be tried; whether the pigeons 
shot on these occasions are tame or wild 
pigeons ; whether pigeon shooting in the 
neighbourhood of villages is a legal occupa- 
tion in Egypt; whether in this instance 
the permission of the head man of the 
village had been obtained by the ofticers 


before they commenced to shoot; what | 


were the special grounds on which the 
Agent and Consul of Great Britain 
demanded that the accused Egyptians 
in this case should be sent for trial before 
the Special Tribunal ; and whether there 
is any appeal from the Special Tribunal 
before which the Egyptians are to be 
tried. 


(Answered by Secretary Sir Edward 
Grey.) When a report appeared in the 
Press yesterday, I telegraphed to know 
what the sentences were and what were 
the facts established at the trial, saying 
that it was desirable we should know 
them before any death sentences were 
executed. The information I have re- 
ceived is as follows, the sentences were 
as stated in the Press. With regard to 
the trial, the prisoners were defended by 
three of the best known native advocates, 
who had a full hearing. The Court was 
unanimous as regards the prisoners found 
guilty, and the evidence clearly established 
premeditation and concerted action. 
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Questions. 


Thirty-one of the prisoners were 
acquitted, and twenty-one were found 
guilty. The Court expressed its opinion 
that the British officers had behaved with 
extreme forbearance and _ self-restraint, 
The chief attack took place after they 
had given up their guns, and was _per- 
sisted in with great brutality. I am also 
informed that, in the opinion of Judge 
Bond and Mr. Hayter, the acting judicial 
adviser, both members of the Court, the 
first six prisoners would undoubtedly 
have been found guilty of murder by a 
British jury. The Special Court was 
composed of the Egyptian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, who has had several 
years experience in the ministry of 
justice, and is Acting Minister of Justice 
in the absence of the latter; Mr. Bond, 
Vice-President of the Native Court of 
Appeal, whose position is practically that 
of Lord Chief Justice; Fathig Bey, 
President of the Cairo Native Court; 
Mr. Hayter, Acting Judicial Adviser, 
formerly a judge in the Soudan; and 
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Colonel Ludlow, officiating Judge- 
Advocate. There is no legal power of 


interference on the part either of the 
Egyptian Government or of the British 
Agency with the execution of the decision 
of the Court, and I am confident that the 
character of the tribunal is the greatest 
safeguard possible against a miscarriage 
of justice. 





Case of Mr. Cecil Bisset. 

Mr. THOMASSON (Leicester): To 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies whether he is aware that 
Mr. Cecil Bisset, son of the late General 
J. J. Bisset, was in 1901 commissioned 
by Lord Roberts to raise a force of thirty 
Boers: that Mr. Cecil Bisset, having 
done this, was, on October 17th, 1901, 
ordered summarily to leave Kroonstad ; 
that, on his reporting himself at Bloem- 
fontein, he was told by Colonel Benson, 
military secretary to General Kelly- 
Kenny, that there were no charges 
against him, but that he could not be 
allowed to be in the same district with 
Captain de Bertodana; that a claim by 
Mr. Cecil Bisset for losses subsequent 
on his being thus obliged to leave was 
investigated at Kroonstad on May Ist, 
1903 ; that Lord Milner, on May 13th, 
1905, informed Mr. Cecil Bisset that 
his claim had been disallowed ; that Mr. 
Cecil Bisset appealed to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, alleging in 
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substance that he had been made the 
victim of misrepresentations by Captain 
de Bertodana; that the late Secretary 
of State for the Colonies replied that 
he could not interfere in the matter ; 


(Juestions. 


whether he can say if, since this decision, | 
it has been ascertained that there was | 


another Mr. C. Bisset, engaged at the 
time in question in procuring cattle for 
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| for paying any compensation on account 
| of accident that may be awarded to 
| postal employees while engaged on the- 
| travelling post office; whether, in the 
| event of damages being given to a postal 
servant ina court of law on account of 
such accidents, the post office pay a pro- 
portion of such damages; and, if so, 
what is the proportion. 


(uestions, 


the same firm that employed Mr. Cecil | 


Bisset for the sume purpose; that some 
confusion has arisen from these two 
similarly occupied persons both bearing 
the name of C. Bisset ; and whether the 


now give his attention to this matter, 


with the view of finding out whether | 
wrong has been done to Mr. Cecil Bisset. | 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) The state- 
ments made in the first half 


ton saw no reason for interfering with 
the decision to disallow the claims, 
having been informed by the Governor, 
Sir Arthur 
claim was investigated and rejected by 
the resident magistrate ; that this finding 
was confirmed by the Central Judicial 
Commission, that the Commission subse- 
quently, upon representations made by 
Mr. Bisset, again reviewed the claim but 
was satisfied that the original decision 
was proper, and that he, the Governor, 
approved the decision. It appears that 
Mr. Bisset received a commission in one 
of the local corps for which he drew pay 
in the ordinary manuer. He was at the 
same time in the pay of Weil as an agent 
for the aquisition of cattle, and he also 


was himself dealing in cattle, his own | 
evidence on the matter being clear. I. 


have no knowledge that it has been 
ascertained, since the late Secretary of 
State arrived at his decision, that there 
were two Mr. Bisset’s employed by Weil, 
and, as at present advised, the Secretary 
of State does not see how it would affect 
the decision, but he will ask the 


Governor to report upon the statement | 


that there were two persons of the name 
in Weil’s employ. 


Compensation for Accidents to Postal 
Employees on Travelling Post Offices. 


Mr. STEADMAN (Finsbury, Cen- 
tral): To ask the Postmaster-General 
what are the arrangements between the 
Post Office and the railway companies 
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of the | 
Question were made in the appeal to the | 
late Secretary of State, and Mr. Lyttel- | 


Lawley, that Mr. Bisset’s | 


(Answered hy Mr. Sydney Buaton.) The 
arrangements are not always the same, 
but in most cases any compensation 


/awarded is paid by the railway com- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies will | 


panies. 


Reduction of Mr. F. Gates, South- 
Western District Post Office. 


Mr. STEADMAN: To ask the Post- 
'master-General what are the grounds 
upon which the overseer, Mr. I. Gates, 
of the South-Western District Office has 
been reduced to the sorter’s ranks ; 
| whether he is aware that this officer has 
'over thirty-three years service, during 
| eighteen of which he has been an over- 
i seer ; will he say whether Mr. Gates has 
| been called upon to explain any unsatis- 
| factory conduct during his service as a 
| supervisor ; and will he inquire into the 
|'whole circumstances of this  ofticer’s 
career, with a view to his reinstatement 
| as an oversecr. 


| (Answered by Mr. Sydney Bucton.) 1 
| have twice given careful consideration to 
| the case of Mr. Gates and inquired into 
| all the circumstances of his career, and I 
‘regret that I do not see my way to 
| reinstate him. 


Telegraphic Delays at Bristol. 


Mr. W. T. WILSON (Lancashire, 
| Westhoughton) : To ask the Postmaster- 
|General whether his attention has been 
‘called to the telegraphic delays which 
‘are taking place at the Bristol office : 
| whether it is on official record that on a 
‘recent occasion 120 pages of Press tele- 
vrams Were waiting transcription owing 
to shortage of staff; whether messages 
| which should be transmitted to sub offices 
are delivered by messengers from the 
head office and delay incurred, owing to 
the insufficiency of telegraphists to man 
the circuits; and whether, in the 
interests of the public service, he will 
| personally investigate the administration 
| of this oftice. 


2Q ' 


| 
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(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) My 
attention was called to the matter, and I 
am having a special investigation made 
into the matters referred to by the hon. 
Member, and I will communicate the 
result to him. 


(Juestions. 


Poor Law Children in Workhouses. 

Sirk JOHN KENNAWAY (Devon- 
shire, Honiton) : To ask the Pr.-sident of 
the Local Government Board if he will 
state the number of Poor Law children 
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Questions. 


now in the workhouses and workhouse 
infirmaries of tho Metropolis and the 
provinces, respectively, differentiating 
between those under and those above the 
age of three years. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) On 
January Ist, 1906, the latest date for 
which information is available, the 
numbers of pauper children relieved in 
workhouses and workhouse infirmaries in 
England and Wales were as follows :— 





Number of 
children 
chargeable to 


Number of | 
children 


chargeable to Total. 


| Poor Law Unions , Poor Law Unions | 


in | ondon. 


(a) Not including insane and | 


outside London. | 





| 








idiots :— 

1. In workhouses, otherwise 
than in infirm wards 1,023 13,543 14,566 

2. In infirm wards or in- 
firmaries” - - - 2,061 4,899 6,960 

(b) Insane and idiots in work- 
housest - - 5 288 293 
3,089 18,730 21,819 





+ There were also 156 children chargeable to London Unions in district sick asylums and 756 
children in the imbecile asylums belonging to the managers of the Metropolitan Asylum Di-tricts. 


The number of children under three 
years of age chargeable to Poor Law 
unions in London in the workhouses, on 
January 6th, was 737, and in in- 
firmaries 916. The numbers above the 
age of three years were on the same date 
371 and 1,015 respectively. Similar 
information with regard to the rest of 
England and Wales is not available. 


National Vaccine Establishments stock of 
Lymph. 

Sir W. J. COLLINS (St. Pancras, W.) : 
To ask the President of the Local 
Government Board if he will grant a 
Return showing, as far as is known, the 
original sources of the various stocks of 
lymph which have been, or are being, 
employed by the National Vaccine 
Establishment, indicating those strains 
which are no longer in current use. 





(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) As I 
have stated in reply to previous Questions, 
the usual method of renewing lymph, 
supplied from the National Vaccine 
Establishment, is by vaccinating calves 
with vaccine lymph obtained from 
children, but in some instances the lymph 
has been obtained from abroad, and in 
such cases it would usually not be 
practicable to give its original sources. 
In these circumstances I do not think 
that a Parliamentary Return of any value 
could be given. I may, however, state 
that in no case is lymph used at the 
establishment unless it has been passed 
through a series of calves. 


Report of Ecclesiastical Disorders 
Commission 
Mr. AUSTIN TAYLOR (Liverpool, 
East Toxteth): To ask the Secretary of 
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State for the Home Department when the 
Report of the Royal Commission on 
Ecclesiastical Disorders will be in the 
hands of Members. 


(Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
The Report is in the hands of the printers, 
and will, I hope, be ready for distribution 
at the beginning of next week. 


Education Bill—State-aided Schools. 


Lorp BALCARRES (Lancashire, 
Chorley): To ask the President of the 
Board of Education if the State-aided 
schools founded hy Clause 4 of the 
Education Bill are public elementary 
schoo's. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) As 1 stated 
yesterday, the point referred to in the 
Question is under consideration and I am 
not yet prepared to give an answer. The 
main general conditions of Parliamentary 
grants will certainly be applied to them, 
and the point is, therefore, not much more 
than one of terminology. 


Rebuilding of Cules National Schools. 


Mr. FETHERSTONHAUGH  (Fer- 
managh, N.): Toask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
he is aware that the Cules, county 
Fermanagh, national school has been for 
several years in a dilapidated state ; that 
the local education authority, on the 
ground of its condition, refuse to enforce 
attendance of children at it ; that a grant 
for rebuilding has been applied for, the 
necessary local contribution having been 
raised, and that a very small grant was 
offered by the Commissioners, and was 
withdrawn on the ground that a new 
scheme for plans and grants was under 
consideration, and can he say when this 
new scheme will be published, and if any 
arrangement can be made to enable the 
Cules school to be carried on, as it is a 
large one attended by children of all 
religious denominations in the district. 


(Answered hy Mr. Bryce.) The Commis- 
sioners of National Education inform me 
that their inspector has reported the 
schoolhouse in question to be unsuitable 
for educational purposes. The Commis- 
sioners have no information as to the 
effect mentioned in the second inquiry. 
The Commissioners, on the manager's 
application, sanctioned in the first instance 
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a grant of £201 for a new schoolhouse 
according to Plan No. I. to accommodate 
sixty pupils, but on the manager 
representing that he desired to have a 
schoolhouse for eighty pupils according to 
Plan II. the Commissioners agreed, on 
condition that the extra expense would be 
borne from local sources. The Commis- 
sioners have not withdrawn the grant, 
but they informed the manager that they 
could not sanction the supplemental grant 
for which he applied until the revised 
scheme of building plans and estimates 
should be settled. The Government are 
doing everything they can to hasten the 
settlement of this matter. 


Questions. 


Irish Land Act—Section 23 (11)— 
Percentage Scale. 


Mr. P. A. MCHUGH: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether the Estates Commis- 
sioners have yet framed a percentage scale 
of fees, under Section 23 (11) of the Land 
Act of 1903 ; and whether it is proposed 
to publish particulars of the negotiation 
fees sanctioned under the provisions of 
that Act. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The seale of 
fees in question has not yet been settled, 
but each case which arises is dealt with on 
its merits by the Estates Commissioners. 
The forthcoming Report of the Com- 
missioners will contain information on 
the subject. 


Catholic Catechist at Armagh Union 
Schools. 

Mr. MACVEAGH (Down, S.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he can explain 
why the Local Government Board sane- 
tioned the grant of a pension of £15 
to the Protestant teacher and catechist to 
the Armagh union, but refused to sanction 
the pension of £9 voted to the Catholic 
ass stant teacher and catechist ; whether 
the Local Government Board refused to 
sanction the appointment of Miss O’Reilly 
as Catholic catechist, and, if so, on what 
grounds ; whether the Catholic children 
are in charge of a non-Catholic matron, 
that night and morning prayers have to 
be recited by a pauper, and that the 
children have to be educated in the town 
schools : whether the Local Government 
Board have power to insist upon the 


appointment of a Catholic catechist ; and 


2Q2 
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whether they intend to make any attempt 
to relieve the present deadlock. 


Cu vst jon s. 


(Answered by Mir, Bryce.) The Local 


Government Board did not refuse to | 
sanction a pension to Miss Mckee, the | 


assistant teacher, who acted as Catholic 
catechist. The guardians proposed, on 


July 29th, 1902, to abolish the office of | 


schoolmistress, which was held by a 


Protestant, and that of assistant teacher, | 
and to grant the holders superannuation | 


allowances of £15 and £9 respectively, as 
compensation for loss of office, the work- 
house children being sent to extern 
schools. The Board did not consent to 
these proposals, as they considered the 
arrangement objectionable, unless it were 
shown that the children were to be 
properly superintended before and after 
schooi hours. Despite the Board’s pro- 
test, the guardians subsequently dis- 
pensed with the services of Miss McKee, 
and the Board had no power to prevent 
them from doing so. In September, 1903, 
the schoolmistress resigned on the 
grounds of permanent infirmity, and, with 
the Board’s approval, was awarded a 
pension of £20 a year in respect of her 
service of twenty-four years. The Local 
Government Board did not refuse to 
sanction the appointment of Miss O'Reilly 
as Roman Catholic catechist. The 
guardians appointed her as Roman 
Catholic attendant, and while the Board 
were in correspondence with 
guardians and the chaplain as to her 
duties she resigned, having accepted 
another situation. The matron is a 
Protestant. It is the duty of the master 
to make arrangements for the recital of 
morning and evening prayers. The 
workhouse children attend outside schools, 
where they presumably receive religious 
instruction. The Local Government 
Board have no power, under the existing 
regulations, to compel the guardians to 
appoint a Roman Catholic catechist 


Irish Land Purchase~ Case of John Duffy. 

Mr. DUFFY: To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether he is aware that John Duffy 
Attymon, county Galway, a tenant on the 
Dunsandle Estate, signed an agreement 
to purchase his holding at the time the 
sale of the property took place ; that the 
agreement specified that the annual rent 
for the purpose of purchase would he £14 


{COMMONS} 


the | 





1120 


per year; and that the Commissioners 
now threaten to nullify the agreement and 
increase the rent from £14 to £16 a year 
within fourteen days unless the tenant 
surrenders to them a portion of his land ; 
and whether, seeing that the disputed 
land was before the County Court and 
the Court of Assizes, presided over by 
Lord Justice Holmes, who gave a verdiet 
and costs in favour of Mr. Duffy, he will 
explain why the Estates Commissioners 
threaten this tenant with a depriva- 
tion of his rights; and by what right or 
authority do they threaten to increase 
his rent from £14, the sum mentioned in 
the agreement, to £16. 


Questions, 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that John Duffy 
signed an undertaking to purchase his 
holding, comprising 434 acres held at a 
rent of £16, for the sum of £336. The 
price at which the Commissioners were 
prepared to sell to Duffy was fixed at this 
low sum on condition that a passage 
through the holding for other purchasers 
should be reserved. Duffy has refused 
to allow this passage to be used, and on 
April 24th last the Commissioners. in- 
formed him that if he should persist in 
this refusal they might decline to sell the 
holding to him, in which case he would 
remain tenant at the rent of £16. 


Wireless Telegraphy in the Army 
and Navy. 


Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis): To 
ask the Secretary of State for War what 
system of wireless telegraphy is being 
adopted for the Army ; and whether the 
Navy using the Marconi apparatus are 
free from any agreements or impediments 
as regards intercommunication between 
the two systems. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The War Department are experimenting 
with the Lodge Muirhead and another 
system, but are not committed to the 
exclusive adoption of either. The Ad- 
miralty may not communicate from 
Admiralty shore stations in the United 
Kingdom by Marconi’s system with any 
other system used by the War Depart- 
ment, except during war time or case of 
emergency ; but there would be no 
technical difficulty in such communica- 
tion. 
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1121 Questions. 


Pay of Government Employees attending 
Volunteer Camps. 

CotonEL LOCKWOOD (Essex, Epp- 
ing): To ask the Secretary of State for 
War, whether the men in the Govern- 
ment employ at the Royal Gunpowder 
Factory at Waltham Abbey and the 
Royal Small Arms Factory at Enfield, 
who recently attended the volunteer 
camp of the Bedfordshire Brigade, were 
stopped their week’s pay in consequence 
of their so doing ; and, if so, whether he 
will give an undertaking that, in future, 
these men shall have made good to them 
the deficiency between their week’s pay 
and their camp allowance, 10s. 2d. 


(Answered by Mr, Seerctary* Haldane.) 
The pay of men employed in the Ord- 
nance factories attending Volunteer 
camps is stopped during the period of 


their absence from work, unless they are | ‘ : ; i 
|in connection with the “ Dreadnought 


entitled to leave with pay and can 
arrange to take such leave while at the 
camps. It must be remembered that on 
an emergency the services of these men 
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would be far more urgently required in | 


the factories than as Volunteers. 


Sunday Performances of Military Bands. 

Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.): To ask the 
Secretary of State for War if he can 
explain under what circumstances the 
band of the 1st Royal Irish Fusiliers per- 


county Wicklow, on Sunday afternoon, 
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Questions. 


Secretary’s department, from 314 to 360 
in the department of the Controller of the 
Navy, and 261 to 290 in the Accountant- 
General’s department ; whether the 
Admiralty Vote for salaries and allowances 
has gone up from £306,217 in 1904-5 to 
£329,809 in 1906-7, seeing that there 
has been a reduction both in the numbers 
of ships and personnel administered during 
the period. 


THe SECRETARY to tHE ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr. Epmunp Rosertson, Dun- 
dee): The increase in the Secretary’s 
department amounts to three only, the 
provision in 1906-7 including ten extra 
clerks provided for in 1904-5 under Sub- 
head B. Of the increase of forty-six in the 
Controller's department, thirty-one are 
under the Constructive Branches—being 
principally drawing staff bornetemporarily 
additional to March 31st, 1907, for work 





and new cruiser designs. The develop- 
ment of the Electrical Engineer’s depart- 
ment, and the increase of professional 
work generally account for the remainder. 


| The increase in the Accountant-General’s 


'department is almost entirely in the 


subordinate staff. The reduetion in the 
number of ships and personnel affects only 
a section of the Department, and even 
that is more than counterbalanced by 
increase in the complexity of the work 


/and the shortening of the period of com- 
formed a programme at Bray Head, | 


the 23rd ultimo; and whether military | 


bands are fulfilling part of the Army 
Regulations in giving Sunday perform- 
ances. 


(Answered by Mr. Seeretary Haldane.) 
Military bands are permitted to play on 
Sundays between the hours of 2 p.m. and 
9.30 p.m. subject to certain special 
conditions, 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


Admiralty Clerks. 
Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis) : I beg 
to ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 


whether he can state the reasons for the | 


increase in the staff employed in Admiralty 


work under Vote 12 since the Navy Esti- | 


mates of 1904-5, being an increase from 
sixty-eight to eighty-one officials in the 


missions. The increase in the total 
Estimate is not wholly due to additional 
numbers. No small part of it is due to 
progressive increases within the various 
scales of salary. These are somewhat 
heavy owing to the staff being compara- 
tively junior. 


| The Admiralty and the Marconi Company. 


Mr. CLAUDE HAY (Shoreditch, 


| Hoxton): I beg to ask the Secretary to 





the Admiralty whether he will take steps 
to lay before Parliament the agreement 
dated July 24th, 1903, between the 
| Admiralty and Marconi’s Wireless Tele- 
/graph Company, which agreement is 
‘referred to in the agreement between the 
Postmaster-General and the Marconi’s 
Wireless Telegraph Company, Limited, 
and the Marconi International Marine 
Communication Company, Limited, dated 
August 11th, 1904, and ordered by the 
| House of Commons to he printed on 
April 11th, 1906. 








1123 
Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON: The 
Answer is in the affirmative. I hope that 


the agreement will be in the hands of 
Members early next week. 


(Juestions. 


Sleeping Sickness at Entebbe. 

Mr. CATHCART WASON (Orkney 
and Shetland): I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether, in view of the continued pre- 
valence and fatal character of sleeping 
sickness about Entebbe, he will consider 
the advisability of removing the seat of 
Government from there to Kampala, the 
ancient and more convenient capital, and 
less exposed to the disease. 


THe UNDER-SECRETARY — oF 
STATE ror THE COLONIES § (Mr. 
CHURCHILL, Manchester, N.W.): We 


have not been led to form the opinion 
that Kampala would be a more convenient 
capital or less exposed to the disease of 
sleeping sickness. 


Uganda—Sleeping Sickness. 

Mr. CATHCART WASON : I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies if any steps are being 
taken in Uganda to prevent the spread 
of sleeping sickness by drawing cordons 
round infected districts, by destroying 
the breeding places of the particular fly 
that carries the disease, or especially by 
discouraging settlement round the lake 
or by stagnant water. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The very full and 
careful investigations which, as_ the 
hon. Member is no doubt aware, are 
being conducted under the supervision of 
the Royal Society do not indicate that it 
will be practicable to prevent the spread 
of sleeping sickness by the methods 
referred to in the Question. The Secre- 
tary of State is advised that the only 
means of arresting the spread of the 
disease which would be practicable 
would be by the discovery of some treat- 
ment, curative or preventive, capable of 
being applied to man. This matter is 
now engaging the attention of the 
Tropical Diseases Committee of the Royal 
Society. 


Lake Victoria—Sleeping Sickness. 

Mr. CATHCART WASON : I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary for the Colonies 
if he is aware of the fact that sleeping 
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sickness has almost depopulated the 
islands in Lake Victoria ; that recently 
a forest concession has been granted of a 
large island there ; and if, in order to 
save natives from risk of death from 
employment on tle concession, and to 
prevent the spreading still further of the 
disease, stringent instructions will be 
transmitted to the Commissioner. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: It is lamentably 
true that sleeping sickness is rife on 
Lake Victoria, though I cannot say 
whether any islands have been actually 
depopulated. No report of the con- 
cession referred to by my hon. friend has 
yet been received. 


Mr. CATHCART WASON: Will 
this fact be borne in mind before further 
concessions are granted, seeing that such 
grants only mean sending the natives to 
their death ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Yes, Sir, that 


will be most carefully considered. 


Chinese Coolies in South Africa—The 
Repatriation Proclamation. 

Mr. BOTTOMLEY (Hackney, S$.) : I 
beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies whether he has yet 
obtained a translation of the original 
proclamation to the Chinese labourers in 
the Transvaal; and, if so, whether, and 
in what respects, it differs from the 
notice read to the House on 3rd May 
last.7 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I have cbtained 
a translation which shows that the pro- 
clamation as posted in Chinese in the 
mines was a fair and accurate translation 
of the text read by me to the House, and 
differed from it only in the formal 
addition at the end, which it is usual to 
omit in translations from the Chinese. 


Mr. BOTTOMLEY asked who hed 
made the translation, and whether steps 
had been taken to ascertain whether any 
considerable number of Chinese coolies 
could read even their own language. 


Mr. CHURCHILL said the transla- 
tion would shortly be presented to Par- 
liament in a Blue-book, and hon. Members 
could then compare the two versions for 


t See (4) Debates, elvi., 706. 
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themselves. The translator was the 
official translator at the Foreign Office. 
Chinese illiterates, he understood, had 
the document read to them by their 
comrades. 


Mr. T. W. RUSSELL (Tyrone, 8.) : 
Has the hon. Gentleman any idea of the 
number of Chinese illiterates at the 
mines ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: No, Sir. 


Mr. BOTTOMLEY : Had the Chinese 
translator at the Foreign Office before 
him the version read to the House last 
May by the hon, Gentleman ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Yes, and the 
Blue-book will give the details line by 
line of the two versions, 


Mr. MYER (Lambeth, N.): Will the 
hon. Gentleman have the proclamation | 
delivered to the Chinese orally ? 


*Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise 
out of the Question. 


Major SEELY (Liverpool,  Aber- 
cromby): I beg to ask the Under- 


Secretary of State for the Colonies | 
whether an amended proclamation as to 
the repatriation of Chinese coolies is to 
be issued, and, if so, what are to be the 
terms. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The question of | 
an amended proclamation is under con- | 
sideration, but Iam not yet able to make | 
any more definite statement on the | 
subject. Perhaps my hon. and gallant | 
friend will repeat his Question in the | 
early days of next week. 


Mr. LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Sleaford) : 
May I ask the hon. Gentleman if in 
preparing the new proclamation he will 
bear in mind that it is impossible to keep 
men at this kind of work without some 
form of torture ? 


*Mr. SPEAKER: That is not con- 
nected with the Question on the Paper. 


The Johannesburg “‘Standard and Diggers’ 
News.” 

Mr. SCOTT (Ashton-under-Lyne) : I 

beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State | 

for the Colonies whether he is aware that | 
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the independent expert employed by 
Lord Selborne to ascertain what would 
| be a fair and reasonable payment in 
| respect of the use of Messrs. Mendelssohn 
and Bruce’s premises and plant by the 
| military authorities was Mr. Fairbridge, 
|the manager of the Argus Printing 
|Company of Johannesburg, a company 
/opposed to Messrs. Mendelssohn and 
Bruce, proprietors of the late Johannes- 
| burg Standard and Diggers’ News in the 
| pre-war days ; whether he is aware that 
'the most recent and previous annual 
balance sheets of the Argus Company, 
his own company, show that 10 per 
cent. and 15 per cent. per annum are the 
amounts allowed for depreciation of 
plant and machinery ; and whether, upon 
that basis, the depreciation in the value 
of the Harrison Street plant and 
machinery belonging to Messrs. Men- 
delssohn and Bruce, and valued at 
£18,000 in 1900, should stand at £2,400 
to £3,600, and not at £800 as valued by 


Questions. 


the independent expert, Mr. Fairbridge. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Mr. Fairbridge 
was employed by Lord Selborne, and his 
valuation of £800 as compensation for 
the occupation of the Harrison Street 
premises was confirmed by another ex- 
pert, a property valuator of Johannesburg, 


| who was recommended to the Transvaal 


Government as a valuator of wide 
experience. I have not seen the balance 
sheets of the Argus Company, but I 
understand that, whilst some time ago 
1 per cent. per month was written off 
on machinery, this rate was discovered 
to be far too high, and that the present 
rate of 6 per cent. per annum will have 
to be lowered. 


Mr. SCOTT: I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies if he 
will lay upon the Table a Return of the 
Transvaal Auditor - General’s balanze 
sheet and profit and loss account dealing 
with Messrs. Mendelssohn and Bruce’s 
properties, plant, and printing offices, 
showing a profit of £19,855 15s. 4d., 
after crediting Mendelssohn and Bruce 
with £4,895 as an amount due to them 
as assessed by the Auditor-General. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: 
ments of this character cannot be 
published with advantage. The corres- 
pondence on this question under the late 
Government has been protracted and is in 


Isolated docu- 
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part confidential. Messrs. Mendelssohn 
and Bruce appear to have stated from the 
outret that they themselves had not 


Questions. 


declared a dividend since the formation | 


of the firm. The case of the Government 
of the Transvaal rests partly upon the 
fact that no profits at all could have 
been earned by the machinery of Messrs. 
Mendelssohn and Bruce during a_ period 
of war and censorship, except through its 
employment for official purposes. Mr. 
Mendelssohn's last letter containing his 
reasoned protest against the award of 
£2,500 is being referred to the Governor 
of the Transvaal, with whcse Government 
the obligation of meeting the claim rests ; 
and that protest will receive fair consi- 
deration. 


Crime among the Chinese Coolies. 


MAJor SEELY: I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether, in view of the continued danger 
to life and property caused by the 
Chinese coolies on the Witwatersrand 
and adjacent areas in the Transvaal, His 
Majesty’s Government will consider the 
propriety of stopping any further im- 
portation under the 8,000 permits still 
outstanding, or of imposing a time limit 
in the near future, after which all 
importation shall cease. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: His Majesty’s 
Government are led to believe that the 
improvements which are being carried out 
in the management and control of the 
Chinese labourers will not prove ineffec- 
tive in preventing the dangers mentioned, 
The question of fixing a time limit after 
which all importation under existing 
permits shall cease will be considered. 


Mayor SEELY: What are the im- 
provements referred to in the Answer ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: If the hon. 
Member had been constant in his 
attendance at Question time he would 
have heard me read out a list, one day 
last week, I think it was.t+ 


MAJOR SEELY: [have been constantly 
here. 


Mr. BYLES (Salford, N.): When will 
these changes be considered! It is long 
since they were promised. Does the Secre- 





tT See (4) Dehates, elviii., 1361. 
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tary of State fully appreciate the 
| profound dissatisfaction at the delay —— 


*Mr. SPEAKER : 


| given of that Question. 


Notice must be 


MaAJsor SEELY: May I say neither [ 
nor my friends around me understand 
what the Under-Secretary is proposing 
in the form of improvements ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL : I will refer hon, 
Members to the Answer I gave to a Ques- 
tion on the subject last week.7 


Mr. J. WARD (Stoke-on-Trent) asked 
whether, in view of the fact that these 
licences were issued last November, it 
was not nearly time the importations fell 
short. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I 


nearly time, 


think it is 


Mr. PAUL (Northampton) : Who is to 
pay the cost of the improvements ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL : The cost of the 
improvements which involve expenditure 
of money will fall on the- mine-owners 
themselves. 


The Cason Mining Company. 

Mr. FELL (Great Yarmouth): I beg 
to ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies if he can state the name of 
the individual who forwarded to the 
authorities the evidence on which the 
charge was framed against the manager 
of the Cason Mining Company, and who 
demanded his prosecution. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I have at present 
no official information, but a report upon 
the case has been called for by telegraph 
and will reach us by mail. 


Mr. FELL: I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether the prosecution of the manager 
of the Cason Mining Company for cruelty 
toa Chinese coolie took place with the 
authority, orat the instance of,the Colonial 
Office ; if so, on what evidence was such 
prosecution ordered ; and what steps the 
propose to take to re- 
compense the manager for the mistake 
made, 
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Mr. CHURCHILL: The prosecution 
ook place without the cognisance of the 
Jolonial Office. 





) 





Coolie Riot in the Nourse Mine. 

Mr. MOND (Chester): I beg to ask 
the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether he has made inquiries 
concerning the riot caused by 400 Chinese 
coolies in the Nourse Mine, and what is 
the result of such inquiries, 





made by mail, but if the hon. Member 
is anxious for early information, the 
Secretary of State will telegraph. 


Coolie Outrages in South Africa. 


Mr. MOND: I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether he can state what steps the 
Government intend to take to stop the 
continuance of almost daily outrages 
on the white population by Chinese 
coolies; and whether the Government 
will cause legislation to be introduced 


vaal, rendering the employers responsible 
in damages for outrages committed by 
soolies in their employ. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: It is the hope of 
His Majesty’s Government that the mea- 
sures recently recommended by the Com- 
nittee which considered the question,+ 
i copy of whose Report will be laid before 
Parliament with other Papers, will check 
the outrages, which are the work of a 
small section of the Chinese. The question 
of amending the laws of the Transvaal in 
such a way as to make the importers of 
indentured labourers responsible — in 
damages for the good behaviour of such 
labourers during their period of service is 
one which evidently calls for the attention 
of Ministers responsible to a Transvaal 
Parliament. In view of the advent of 
such an assembly His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment do not propose to initiate such 
legislation themselves. 


“Tremble and Obey.” 

Mr. CLEMENT EDWARDS (Denbigh 
District) : I beg to ask the Under-Seere- 
tary of State for the Colonies if, when 
the terms of the Transvaal Labour 
Ordinance were first posted at the re- 
cruiting stations in China, the Chinese 








| See (4) Debates, elviii, 1361. 





into the Legislative Council of the Trans- | 
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(Juest IONS, 


equivalent for tremble and obey consti- 
tuted part of such posters. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The posting of 
the Labour Ordinance in China did not 
constitute a proclamation under the local 
authority ; and, in the circumstances, it 
seems not unlikely, though the Secretary 
of State has no certain information, that 
the admonitions which usually conclude 
official proclamations did not form a part 


| of the notice. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Inquiry has been | 





| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


Mr. J. WARD: Have any further 
requests been made for repatriation 
beyond the jury of twelve already 
announced 4 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Yes ; forty-three 
labourers in all have applied according 
to the latest report, and we are expecting 
a further report very shortly. 


Mr. CLEMENT EDWARDS: What 
is the distinction between an ordinary 
proclamation and one issued under the 
Labour Ordinance ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I suppose there 
is a difference between notices issued hy 
mine-owners inviting labour and those 
issued under the authority of the Govern- 
ment. 


Mr. CLEMENT EDWARDS: Was 
not the Lahour Ordinance a Government 
document ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Those published 


in China certainly were not. 


Mr. FLAVIN (Kerry, N.): What is 
the use of sending forty-three labourers 
back to China if you admit 8,000 more 
into South Africa ? 


[No Answer was returned. | 


British Guiana. 
Mr. J. WARD: I beg to ask the 


Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 


| whether Lord Elgin has replied to the 


public petition of the inhabitants of 
British Guiana ; and whether he intends 
to grant a commission of inquiry into 
the grievances contained in such petition, 
or otherwise take action to remove the 
complaints-of the inhabitants. 
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Mr. CHURCHILL: Pending the, Question, the hon. Gentleman said the 
publication of Papers on this subject, | matter would be further considered after 
which will include the text of the petition | the International Liquor Conference. 
together with a despatch from the Secre- 
tary of State comprising a full and , 
categorical reply to the complaints of the Russia and the Aland Islands. 
petitioners, | am unable to add anything Mr. ASHLEY (Lancashire, Blackpool) ; 
to the Answer which I gave toa similar | [ beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Question by the hon. Member for North | Foreign Affairs whether Russian troops 


Salford on 26th instant. t have occupied the Aland Islands, in the 
Gulf of Botnia; and, if so, whether it is 
West Africa— Alcoholic Imports. intended to take any steps to maintain 


Mr. CATHCART WASON : I beg to the provisions of the Treaty of Paris, 
ask the Under-Secretary for the Colonies 
if his attention has been directed to the| THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
proportion of revenue derived from the | FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Sir Epwarp 
importation of rum and gin to West | GREY, Northumberland, Berwick): We 
Africa, and the sale of the same to the | have no information to show that the 
natives, and to the legislation of New | Russian Government contemplate any 
Zealand, and other countries, on the sub- | breach of the provisions of the Treaty of 
ject ; and if he will take advantage of the | Paris by fortifying the Aland Islands, or 
presence of the Governors of North and | maintaining or creating military or naval 
South Nigeria to consult and consider | establishments there. 
how the traffic can, if not put an end to, 
at least be minimised. ici Miata 

Mr. CHURCHILL: The Secretary of | Mr. THORNE (West Ham, 8.): I beg 

State is watching with close attention the | to ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
trattic which is the subject of the hon. | Affairs whether he is aware that 70,000 
Member's Questions. There is no need | unarmed people are estimated to have 
to discuss restrictive measures with the | been slaughtered by the Russian Govern- 
High Commissioner of Northern Nigeria ;| ment in the Baltic Provinces since the 
for the sale and importation of spirits in | beginning of this year; whether he is 
that Protectorate is already absolutely | cognisant of the fact that the massacres 
prohibited. The state of the law in| of Jews in Biolostoe were organised by 
Southern Nigeria and in Lagos, where | the Russian officials ; and if, in view of 
existing conditions are more complex, will | these facts, the Government will cancel 
fall within the discussions of the Interna-| the sending of the British Fleet to 
tional Liquor Conference to be held at | Cronstadt. 
Brussels in the autumn of this year; and 
the Secretary of State prefers to await 
the result of that Conference before 
taking new decisions, 





Sm EDWARD GREY: The Answer 
to all these Questions is in the negative. 





Mr. CATHCART WASON: Is the} MR. FLYNN (Cork, N.): Is not the 
hon. Gentleman aware a large proportion only way this country has of marking its 
of the revenues of Northern Nigeria is | sense of the nature of these occurrences 

. 7 ain . y 
derived from the charges on these drinks ? | © decline to send the Fleet to Russian 
‘ | ports ? 

Mr. CHURCHILL'S Answer was itf- | pm 

audible. | Sm EDWARD GREY: I must refer 

| the hon. Member to the Answer I gave 
Mr. CATHCART WASON : Does the | the other day.+ I have nothing to add 
| 





prohibition apply to both black and | with regard to the movements of the 

whites 4 | Fleet ; but, as I have said, if it is desired 

| that I should make a fuller statement or 

Mr. CHURCHILL asked for notice of | that I should argue the question, I will 
that Question. In answer to a further | do so next Thursday. 





+ See Col. 765. | + See Col. 768, 
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The Servian Regicides. 

Mr. BOTTOMLEY: I beg to ask 
the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether, at the time of resuming 
diplomatic relations with Servia, he 
was aware that several of the regicides 
had just been pensioned, with an increase 
of pay, for very special services 
rendered to the State, and that 
others were still occupying important 
posts at the Servian Court ; and whether 
it was by accident or design that the 
date chosen for the announcement of the 
resumption of diplomatic relations was | 
the anniversary of the murder of the late 
King and Queen. 


Sin EDWARDGREY: His Majesty’s 
Giovernment made the resumption of 
diplowatic relations conditional upon 
the retirement of the principal regicides 
from posts held by them under the 
Servian Government, so that their future 
positions would not bring them into | 

| 
| 





relations with British representatives in | 
Servia. This condition has been complied | 
with, and His Majesty’s Government are | 
not concerned with other matters. [| 
was not aware of the fact stated at the 
end of the Question. | 


The Attack on British Officers in Egypt. | 

Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, in reference to the recent affray 
between British officers and Egyptians at 
Tantah, whether he has yet received any 
detailed information as to the circum- 
stances which led to the affray ; whether 
any of the natives were killed or injured ; | 
if any natives were killed or injured ; | 
will the British ofticers who took part in 
the affray be tried ; whether the pigeons 
shot on these occasions are tame or wild 
pigeons ; whether pigeon shooting in the 
neighbourhood of villages is a legal 
occupation in Egypt; whether in this 
instance the permission of the head man 
of the village had been obtained by the 
officers before they commenced to shoot ; 
what were the special grounds on which 
the Agent and Consul of Great Britain 
demanded that the accused Egyptians in 
this case should be sent for trial before 
the Special Tribunal ; and whether there 
is any appeal from the Special Tribunal 
before which the Egyptians are to be tried. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: I cannot 
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| concerted 


| were found guilty. 





answer all the details of the hon, Member’s 
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Question. I do not know whether any 
native was killed or injured, but our infor- 
mation is that the British officers, when 
they were attacked by the natives, gave 
up their guns and refused to fire in self- 
defence, and if any natives were killed, it 
was clearly not by the action of the British 
officers. When a report appeared in the 
Press yesterday, I telegraphed to know 
what the sentences were, and what were 
the facts established at the trial, saying 
that it was desirable we should know them 
before any death sentences were executed. 
The information I received is as follows :— 
The sentences were as stated in the Press. 
With regard to the trial, the prisoners 
were defended by three of the best known 
native advocates, who had a full hearing. 
The Court was unanimous as regards the 
prisoners found guilty, and the evidence 
clearly established premeditation and 
action. Thirty-one of the 
prisoners were acquitted, and twenty-one 
The Court expressed 
its opinion that the British officers had 
behaved with extreme forbearance and 
self-restraint. The chief attack took 
place after they had given up their guns, 
and was persisted in with great brutality. 
I am also informed that, in the opinion 
of Judge Bond and Mr. Hayter, the 
Acting Judicial Adviser, both members of 
the Court, the first six prisoners would 
undoubtedly have been found guilty of 
murder by a British jury. The Special 
Court was composed of the Egyptian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, who has 
had several years experience in the 
Ministry of Justice, and is acting Minister 
of Justice in the absence of the latter ; 
Mr. Bond, Vice-President of the Native 
Court of Appeal, whose position is practi- 
cally that of Lord Chief Justice; Fathig 
Bey, President of the Cairo Native Court ; 
Mr. Hayter, Acting Judicial Adviser, 
formerly a Judge in the Soudan; and 
Colonel Ludlow, officiating Judge Advo- 
cate. There is no legal power of 
interference on the part either of the 
Egyptian Government or of the British 
agency with the execution of the decision 
of the Court, and I am confident that the 
character of the tribunal is the greatest 
safeguard possible against a miscarriage 
of justice. 


Questions. 


Mr. DILLON pointed out that the 
right hon. Gentleman had not said whether 
it was legal or illegal to shoot these 
pigeons in native villages, whether they 
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were the property of the villagers, and 
whether a native woman was wounded 
or killedhefore the officers were attacked. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: I understand 
that no one was wounded or killed before 
the officers were attacked, but that, after 
the guns had been given up by the 
officers, one of the guns was let off and 
caused injury to, I think, four people, 
including one woman. But that was not 
by the officers. With regard to pigeon 
shooting, I understand that pigeons are 
never to be shot except with the consent 
of the headman of the village. In this 
case the officers arrived in the carriage 
of the local magnate and assumed that 
a complete understanding had taken 
place. As to the future, it is quite clear 
that, after such a serious accident as this, 
there should be no more pigeon shooting, 
and I understand that instructions were 
given some time ago that it should cease, 


Mr. PAUL asked the right hon. 
Gentleman whether he would consider 
the possibility of procuring through Lord 
Cromer the remission of the floggings that 
formed part of the sentences in this case. 


Mr. BYLES asked the right hon. 
Gentleman whether he had any in- 
formation as to whether the persons 
sentenced to deith had been executed, 
and, if not, whether, in all the cireum- 
stances of the case, it was impossible yet 
to save their lives [Cries of “Oh,”] 
inasmuch as the nature of the fracas did 
not indicate murder in the sense in which 
we in England understood it. 


Sik EDWARD GREY: I have not 
actually heard whether the death sen- 
tences have been carried out, but they 
were to be executed at two o'clock this 
afternoon according to Egyptian time. I 
assume, therefore, that that has already 
taken place. With regard to the character 
of the crime, two of the Judges were 
men with English knowledge as well as 
experience in Egyptian law, and they 
stated that, in their opinion, not only 
four but six of the natives would have 
been convicted of murder by a British 
jury. TI understand that the sentences 
of flogging were to be executed imme- 
diately ; but, with regard to the general 
question, I quite sympathise with my 
hon. friend’s feeling, which is shared by 
a large number of people, as to the 
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desirability of watching sentences of the 


kind very closely. I do not know the 
extent to which flogging is possible under 
Egyptian law, but I propose to take 
the opportunity of discussing that when 
Lord Cromer is in England, with a view 
to knowing to what extent it is possible, 
and whether any change is desirable. 


Whisky. 

Mr. SAMUEL YOUNG (Cavan, E): 
I beg to ask Mr. Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer whether his attention has been 
called to the inconvenience caused to the 
trade by the failure, owing to the absence 
of a full bench of magistrates, to arrive at 
a definite decision in the recent appeal at 
the Newington County Sessions Court 
with regard to the nature of whisky ; and 
whether he proposes to take any steps 
to secure a determination of the point at 
issue in this action. 


THe CHANCELLOR oF tHE EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr. AsquirTH, Fifeshire, I.) : 
Whisky as such is not known to the 
Revenue Laws. The Excise duties upon 
the different kinds of spirit sold as whisky 
are the same. I am not interested, as 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, in the 
definition of the word, nor is there any 
way in which as Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer I could raise the question for 
legal decision. 


Income-Tax. 

Lorp R. CECIL (Marylebone, E.): I 
beg to ask Mr. Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer whether his attention has been 
called to the fact that many large traders 
at the Earl’s Court Exhibition and other 
places have no permanent premises in 
this country, and consequently, in many 
cases, escape the payment of income-tax ; 
and whether he proposes to take any 
action for the protection of the revenue 
in such cases. 


Mr. ASQUITH: The question of the 
liability of the traders referred to has 
not been lost sight of by the local income: 
tax officials, but, having regard to the 
heavy expenses which exhibitors are at, 
and the difficulty there would be in 
collecting any duty assessed—the Ex- 
hibition being open only from May Ist 
to October 1st—no assessments have been 
raised other than on persons who have 
occupied stalls from year to year. A 
proportion of the principal exhibitors 
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have London branches or agencies, and 
in those cases the profits fall for assess- 
ment in the usual way. 


Prosecutions for Pood Adulteration 
at Leicester. 


Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD 
(Leicester): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
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State for the Home Department whether | 


his attention has been drawn to two cases 
of prosecution for adulteration which came 
before the Leicester magistrates, who 
fined a woman just started in business 
in a small shop £10 for adulterating 
butter, and who imposed upon a grocer 
long established in business £5 also for 
adulterating butter, and for, at the same 
time, obstructing the inspector; and 
whether he will state what action the 
Home Office proposes to take in the 
matter. 


*THeE SECRETARY or STATE For 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. Grap- 
STONE, Leeds, W.): Yes, Sir; and I 
have been in communication with the 
justices on the subject. On the facts 
submitted, I am unable to see how the 
£5 can be justified if the £10 fine was 
just. But I have no power to raise the 
amount of a fine. As regards the £10 
fine, which was paid at once, while 1 
think, under the circumstances, it was 
severe, the severity did not appear to 
me quite to justify interference, having 
regard to the necessity which exists in 
the public interest to deal effectively 
with offences against the Food and Drugs 
Act. 


Vivisection. 

Mr. G GREENWOOD (Peter- 
borough): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department if his 
attention has been called to the fact that 
the recently issued Return of Experi- 
ments on Living Animals for the year 
1905 shows an increase of no less than 
5,373 of such experiments as compared 
with the Return for 1904; whether he 
knows any reason to account for this 
increase ; and whether he can now say 
when the Commission to inquire into the 
matter of vivisection will be appointed, 
and what the terms of reference to such 
Commission will be. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: My hon. friend 
will see from the Return that nearly the 
Whole of the increase in the number of 
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experiments—5,083 out of the total of 
5,373—is accounted for by the additional 
inoculations, hypodermic injections, and 
feeding experiments which have been 
made. The increase is due to the 
greater importance attached to biological 
tests in practical medicine, and to the 
greater number of these experiments 
which are performed on behalf of local 
and other public authorities. With 
regard to the composition and terms of 
reference of the proposed Royal Commis- 
sion, I hope to be able to make an 
announcement very shortly. 


Mr. G. GREENWOOD: I beg to ask 
the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department if he can state why a change 
has been made in the form of the Return 
of Experiments on Living Animals, viz., 
that the recently issued Return for the 
year 1905 does not purport to distinguish, 
as did former Returns, between painless 
and painful experiments. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: The change was 
made because it is found impracticable to 
make a separation between painful and 
painless experiments. In some cases it 
is impossible for anyone, even the operator 
or observer, tosay whether pain is caused 
or not. It is, of course, Important to 
ascertain and to indicate the extent to 
which pain is caused to animals by ex- 
periment, and the inspector’s report, 
which precedes the Return, gives this 
information as far as possible with regard 
to particular classes of experiments. 


Metropolitan Police at Ascot. 

Dr. COOPER (Southwark,  Ber- 
mondsey): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department whether 
any of the Metropolitan Police were em- 
ployed in maintaining order at Ascot 
during the race meeting, and, if any, how 
many ; and whether any of the cost of 
such duty will be defrayed out of the 
Metropolitan Police rate. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: ‘The Metropolitan 
Police were engaged in maintaining order 
at Ascot during the race meeting, the 
numbers employed on this duty being, on 
the 19th, 563; 20th, 506; 21st, 628 ; 
and on the 22nd, 456. ‘The cost will not 
fall on the Metropolitan Police rate. 


Dr. COOPER asked on whose authority 
the Metropolitan Police were called upon 








1139 


to do duty at the expense of the rate- 
payers nine miles beyond the boundary 
of the Metropolitan Police area. 


Questions. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: I have already 
said the cost does not fall on the metro- 
politan rate. As regards the practice, I 
can only say it has been carried on for a 
great number of years, and this is the first | 
time my attention has been called to it. 
I cannot say exac’ly on whose authority 
the police are sent. 
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Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment whether his attention has been 
called to the increase in the number of 
cases of lead poisoning in the coach- 
making industry for the five months 
ending May, 1906, the -number being 
thirty-five as compared with nineteen 
for the corresponding period of 1905; 
whether he can apportion the number of 
cases in factories and workshops respec- 
tively; and whether he proposes to 
establish any additional precautions by 


| way of special rules or otherwise. 


Mr. MORTON (Sutherland) asked who 
paid the cost. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: I understand that 
the principal cost is borne by the Master 
of the Buckhounds and the railway 
company. 


Mr. THORNE asked if the police 


received extra pay for their extra duty. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: I am not aware 
that it is extra duty. 


Mr. MORTON asked if the Master of 
the Buckhounds received payment from 
the public funds. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: I am not aware. 


Mr. PAUL: Has not the office of 
Master of the Buckhounds been abolished 2 | 


[No Answer was returned | 


Defaulting Solicitors. 

Mr. BOTTOMLEY: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment whether he can state why, in the | 
recent Return under the Prosecution 
of Offences Acts, 1879 to 1884, under) 
the heading of Defaulting Solicitors, one 
case is referred to as Rex 7, ————, 
acquitted, whilst in all other cases the 
names of acquitted persons are published. | 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: The name of the 
solicitor in question is given in its proper 
piace on page 15 of Return. The Director 
of Public Prosecutions very properly 
avoided giving it speci:l prominence in 
the introductory note from which the 
hon. Member quotes. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: Yes, Sir; the 
number of cases in the first five months 
of 1905 was, however, exceptionally 
small, the average for the corresponding 
periods of the six years 1901-6 inclusive, 
being twenty-six. Of thirty-five cases 
which took place in the first five months 
of 1906, twenty-seven occurred in fac- 
tories and eight in workshops. The ques- 


‘tion of framing regulations is under my 


consideration. 


Cement Factories—Workmen’s Shelters. 
Mr. J. WARD: I beg to ask the 


Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 


ment whether his attention has been 
called to the generally low standard of 
sanitation prevailing and the complete 
want of proper shelters for workmen in 
cement factories throughout the country ; 


/and whether he has power under the 
' Factory Acts to cause such factories to be 


properly inspected ; and, if not, whether 
he proposes to introduce _ legislation 
dealing with the subject. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: Iam not aware 
that the standard of sanitation in cement 
works generally is low. Cement works 
are, of course, dusty, and the maintenance 
of cleanliness is not easy. I will call 


|for special reports on the subject. As 
'regards inspection, the inspectors have 


the same powers under the Factory Act 
in regard to cement works as they have 
in regard to other classes of factories and 
workshops. I have no reason to suppose 
that these are insufficient in the case of 
cement works. 


| Census of Production -—-Proposed Inclu- 
sion of Agricultural Products. 


Mr. BECK (Cambridgeshire, Wis- 
bech) : I beg to ask the President of the 
I beg to ask the | Board of Trade whether he will consider 


Lead Poisoning in the Coach-Making 
Trade. 


Mr. ARTHUR HENDERSON (Dur- 
ham, Barnard Castle) : 
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the advisability of including agricultural 
produce in the Census of Production Bill. 


Tue PRESIDENT or THE BOARD 
or TRADE (Mr. Lioyp-GrorGe, Car- 
narvon Boroughs): I am in communica- 
tion with the President of the Board of 
Agriculture on the subject. My impres- 
sion is that much of the information with 
regard to agricultural production which 
would be required for the Census is 
already collected by the Board of Agri- 
culture. 


Island of Cumbrae Steamer Service. 

*Mr. LAMONT (Buteshire) : I beg to 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
whether his attention has been called to 
notices published on June 23rd by the 
Glasgow and South Western Railway 


Company and by the Caledonian Steam | 
Packet Company to the effect that on | 


and after July 2nd next, their steamers 
will cease to call at Millport and Keppel 


Piers, in the Island of Cumbrae ; whether | 


he has received any protest from the 
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in this matter addressed to me by the 
hon. Member for North Londonderry. 


Questions. 


Mr. CLYNES (Manchester, N.E.) : 
Does not this show the necessity for the 
nationalisation of our railways, so that 
they may be carried on for the advantage 
of the public ? 





| *Mr. SPEAKER: That hardly arises 
| out of the Question. 


| 
| 


| London Tramway Service. 

| Dr. COOPER: I beg to ask the 
| President of the Board of Trade whether 
| his attention has been directed to the 
[isolation of certain districts of the 
county of London from the tramway 
| service of the London County Council 
| owing to the use by some of the metro- 
| politan borough councils of the right of 
vetoing projected tramway schemes ; 
and whether he has or will consider the 
advisability of abolishing at an early 
date this power, and also the power to 
decide what form of traction shall be 
used. 


local authority of Millport against the | 


withdrawal of these steamer services, | 


whereby alone communication with the 
mainland is maintained, as disastrous to 
the interests of the inhabitants ; whether 
he has made any representation to the 
companies on the snbject, and, if so, 
what answer they have made; whether 
he is aware that the local authority has 
offered to refer to arbitration any point 
in dispute, and that the companies have 
refused and insist that unless the local 
authority unconditionally accepts their 
terms the services will be discontinued ; 
and whether he will take action to avert 
the withdrawal of the steamer service. 


Mr. RAINY (Kilmarnock Burghs) : 
I beg also to ask the President of the 
Board of Trade whether he is aware that 
the threatened cessation of the steamer 
service to Millport on Saturday next will 
prevent dwellers in other towns from 
obtaining access to houses they have 
acquired in Millport as summer resi- 
dences; and what action he proposes 
to take in the matter. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: In reply to 
my hon, friends I regret that I am at 
present unable to add to the Answer 
which I gave yesterday to the Question 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I am fully 
aware of the disadvantages to the tram- 
way service of London arising from the 
rights of veto possessed by the metro- 
politan borough councils both under 
Standing Orders and under the Tram- 
ways Act, but I am not at present ina 
position to make any further statement 
in the matter. With regard to the 
method of traction to be employed on 
the London County Council Tramways, 
the decision already rests with the 
Board of Trade under the London County 
Council Electrical Power Act, 1900. 


Joint Stock Companies. 

Mr. BARRAN (Leeds, N.): I beg to 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
if he is aware of the condition of the 
registers of joint stock companies at 
Somerset House, dirt and wear having 
made it impossible to trace the names of 
many companies, and whether he will 
have the necessary repairs done or new 
registers provided, 


I beg also to ask the President of the 
Board of Trade whether, in consideration 
of the increased number of persons re- 
quiring to visit the search room to see 








+ See Col. 932, 
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the registers of joint stock companies 
at Somerset House, he can see his way 
to having more accommodation provided. 


Questions. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: New regis- 
ters or indexes with improved desks to 
facilitate reference to them have been in 
preparation for some time, and it is 
expected that the arrangements will be 
complete in the course of the next three 
months. The cost of printing the indexes 
is considerable. They are calculated to 
last five years, but from their increased 
bulk and the ever-increasing numbers 
of persons using them, those at present 
in use have not lasted so long as usual. 
The question of increased space for the 
accommodation and comfort of the large 
number of persons attending daily to 
inspect companies’ files has been under 
serious consideration for some time. 
The Board of Inland Revenue experience 
a difficulty in the matter as the space 
at their disposal is limited, but I hope 
at an early date that such arrangements 
will be made as will result in obviating, 
for some years to come, complaints in 
that direction. 


The “ Vaderland ’— Refusal to Send Infor- 
mation by Wireless Telegraphy. 
Mr. BELLAIRS: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Trade whether 
his attention has been drawn to the 
alleged refusal of the steamer “ Vader- 
land” to communicate by wireless 


telegraphy information concerning a 
derelict which the American vessel 


“ Lebanon” had been sent out by the 
American Government to destroy ; 
whether steamers fitted with Marconi 
apparatus are under any agreement not 
to communicate with other systems ; and, 
if so, whether the Board of Trade intend 
to take any action in the matter. 


THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Mr. 
SypNEy Buxron, Tower Hamlets, 
Poplar) : The bon, Member will perhaps 
allow ime to answer this Question. I 
have no information regarding the alleged 
refusal of the steamer “ Vaderland ” 
(which I understand is not a British ship) 
to communicate with a ship equipped with 
another system ; but such action would 
in ordinary circumstances be inaccordance 
with the Marconi Company’s practice. 
Proposals for ensuring intercommunica- 
tion without regard to the system 
employed will be submitted to the 
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International Conference on Wireless 
Telegraphy which will meet at Berlin 
next October. 


Cape Mails. 

Mr. H. D. McLAREN (Staffordshire, 
W.): I beg to ask the Postmaster- 
General whether he is aware that 
inconvenience arises to the mercantile 
community in Stafford, Birmingham, and 
other manufacturing centres, owing to 
the arrival and departure of the Cape 
mails on the same day, namely, Saturday, 
causing always a delay of a week in 
answering letters from South Africa; 
and whether he will endeavour to arrange 
with the shipping companies concerned 
that the incoming mails shall be landed in 
this country not later than Thursday, 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON : I amaware 
of the inconvenience to which the hon. 
Member refers, but unfortunately I fear 
that there is no remedy. Any alteration 
in the direction indicated would result in 
serious inconvenience in South Africa. 


Sunday Postal Deliveries in Scotland. 

Mr. CATHCART WASON : I beg to 
ask the Postmaster-General if he will 
state on what grounds of moral or 


economic necessity postmen are com- 
pelled to deliver letters, newspapers, 
commercial matter in rural districts 


in Scotland at certain places and houses, 
and at certain houses only, on the 
Sabbath ; and if, having regard to the 
money which would be saved to the 
country, without any detriment to the 
public service, he will consider the advisa- 
bility of discontinuing this Sabbath break- 
ing on the part of the State. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON : This subject 
has engaged the attention of several 
Parliamentary Committees—the last ot 
which sat in 1887. The present practice 
under which Sunday deliveries are insti- 
tuted or discontinued at the request of 
the representatives of the persons affected 
is founded upon the recommendations of 
those Committees, and has worked 
satisfactorily. There are comparatively 


very few Sunday posts in rural districts 
in Scotland, and they are laid out with 
the view of minimising Sunday labour. 
The wishes of those postmen who desire 
exemption from Sunday work are com- 
plied with as far as practicable. As I 
stated in the Post Ottice debate, 1 desire 
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Members of the burden of correspondence 


Sunday labour in the Post Office service. | placed on them by the applications of 
/medical men from all parts of the coun- 


Wireless Telegraphy Bill. 

Mr. CLAUDE HAY: I beg to ask 
she Postmaster-General which day he 
proposes to take into consideration the 
Lords’ Amendments to the Wireless 
Telegraphy Bill. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON said he did 
not know when they would be taken, 
but he believed the Amendments were 
the outcome of an agreement, and under 
the circumstances there was a desire to 
get the Bill through with as little delay 
as possible. 


Lorp BALCARRES — (Lancashire, 
Chorley): Will notice be given when it 
is intended to bring the Bill in % 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: 
what can be done. 


I will see 


Mr. CLAUDE HAY : Is not the right 
hon. Gentleman incorrectly assuming that 
this is not a highly controversial Bill ? 


Mr. SYDNEY 
assuming nothing. 


BUXTON : 


I am 


Glasgow Post Office Medical Officers. 

Mr. CLELAND (Glasgow, Bridgeton) : 
| beg to ask the Postmaster-General if he 
is now in a position to state the number 
of medical officers he proposes to appoint 
to carry out the duties formerly performed 
by the post office medical officer for 
Glasgow, and the respective districts he 
proposes to allocate to each ; and whether, 
having regard to the present position of 
affairs, he can see his way to expedite the 
appointments proposed to be made. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON : I propose 
to appoint six medical officers for Glas- 
gow. Full particulars of the respective 
districts can be obtained by candidates 
from the postmaster of Glasgow. In 
tegard to the latter part of the Question, 
I have already answered it in reply to 
the Question of my hon. friend the 
Member for Buteshire. 


*Mr. LAMONT (Buteshire) : I beg to 
ask the Postmaster-General whether he 





can now see his way to fill the vacant 
posts of medical officers to the Glasgow 
Post Oftice, in order to relieve Scottish 
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| try. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: As soon as 
it was possible to decide into how many 
districts Glasgow should be divided for 
medical purposes, instructions were at 
once given that the six vacancies should 
be advertised in the usual way, and that 
applications be invited within seven days. 
These applications are to be sent to the 
postmaster at Glasgow ; and applications 
already received either locally or at 
headquarters will be considered, unless, 
in view of the altered circumstances, 
they are withdrawn. The appointments 
will be made as soon as possible, but the 
number of applicants is enormous, and 
the selections will necessarily take time. 
I am anxious to relieve hon. Members of 
the burden of correspondence thrown 
upon them in connection with these 
medical and other appointments for their 
own sake, and, I may add, for my own 
also. I ventured to suggest to the House 
in the debate on the Post Office Esti- 
mates that the present system of 
approaching Members in order that they 
should bring pressure to bear in regard 
to those and other appointments was very 
much to be deprecated, and I hope that 
I shall have the general support of the 
House in discouraging the system as far as 
possible. 


Mr. WATT (Glasgow, College): I beg 
to ask the Postmaster General if he has 
taken into consideration the advisability 
of appointing one or more female doctors 
to the position of medical officers to the 
post office at Glasgow ; and if he will now 
say into how many districts he proposes 
to divide the appointment. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: I do not 
think it would be advisable to appoint 
female medical officers to any of the six 
districts into which Glasgow will be 


| divided. 


Island of Cumbrae Steamers. 


*Mr. LAMONT : I beg toask the Post- 
master-General whether his attention has 
been called to notices published on June 
23rd by the Glasgow and South Western 
Railway Company and by the Caledonian 
Steam Packet Company, that their 
steamers will cease, on and from July 2nd 
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next, to call at Millport Pier or Keppel 
Pier, in the Island of Cumbrae; whether 
these steamers carry His Majesty’s mails ; 
if so, whether the Post Office has given 
any sanction to the withdrawal of the 
service ; and what steps he proposes to 
take to obtain the delivery of the mails 
to Millport in the event of the threatened 
withdrawal of the steamers being carried 
out. 


(Juestions. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: The 
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steamers referred to are not under my | 


control and no formal intimation of the 
alterations was sent to me. I understand 
that the steamers will call at a new 
landing place on the island from and to 
which the mails will be taken by horse 
conveyance. The alterations will have 
little effect on the postal service. 


Education Bill. 
Mr. STAVELEY HILL (Staffordshire, 
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schools being transferred without rent, 
to which Clause 4 of the Education Bill 
applies, the local education authority or 
the owners will be liable for mortgages 
or other charges upon such schools, 


Mr. LOUGH: In the cases referred to 


in the Question, the liability in question 
will not be upon the local authority. 


Mr. HICKS BEACH (Gloucestershire, 


| Tewkesbury) : I beg to ask the President 


of the Board of Education if he can state 
the number of children that are with- 
drawn from religious instruction in 
denominational schools, and the percent- 


/age that number bears to the children 
| that are taught in those schools. 


Mr. LOUGH: I have no information 


on the subject. 


Kingswinford): I beg to ask the Presi- | 
dent of the Board of Education if he will | 


shortly lay upon the Table the Memo- 
randum of enactments to be repealed in 
the schedule of the Education Bill. 


Mr. HICKS BEACH: Do not the 
county councils issue such a Return 4 


Mr. LOUGH: We have no information 


'on the point at the Board of Education. 


THE SECRETARY To THE BOARD oF | 
EDUCATION (Mr. LouGu, Islington, | 


W.): I hope the Explanatory Memo- 
randum of the reasons for the repeals will 


The repeals themselves are fully set out in 
the second schedule. 


President of the Board of Education 
when he will place upon the Paper his 
suggested Amendments to Clause 6 of 
the Education Bill. 


‘+Mr. LOUGH: I must refer the noble 
Lord to the reply given to an identical 
(Juestion from the Member for Cambridge 
University, which was circulated with 
the Votes this morning.+ Ihave nothing 
to add to that Answer. 


Fe Lorp R. CECIL : 


Amendments to Clause 2 be available ? 


Mr. LOUGH: I cannot say. 


BisSrr E.:;CARSON (Dublin University) : | 
I beg to ask the President of the Board | 
of Education whether, in the event of | 





+ See Col. 919, 


The Department of Public Trustee. 


Mr. J. HENDERSON (Aberdeenshire, 
W.): I beg to ask Mr. Attorney-General 


_ whether he has made any estimate of the 


z . | number of official appointments through- 
be available in the course of next week. | ppt > 


out the country of assistants, deputies, 


-and clerks, which will be necessary to 
establish the department of the public 


Lorp BALCARRES: I beg to ask the | 


trustee ; the total amount of the salaries 
of such officials ; the cost of office accom- 
modation and general expenses of the 


_ proposed department ; and if he will lay 


_ such estimate upon the Table of the House. 


| premature to make one. 


| utilised 
When will the | 


THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Sir 
JoHN Watton, Leeds, S.): No such 
estimate has been made, and it would be 
I would remind 
the hon. Member that the services of 
officials already holding office will be 
as far as possible for the 
machinery of the Bill. 


Illiterate Petitioners. 

Mr. A. ‘L. STANLEY (Cheshire, 
Eddisbury) : I beg to ask the Chairman 
of the Public Petitions Committee if he 
can state the proportion of _ illiterate 
signatures in petitions presented against 
the Education Bill. 
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*Mr. H. J. WILSON (Yorkshire, 
W. R., Holmfirth): I cannot give the in- 
formation, which could only be obtained 
after an exhaustive search. 


Shrewsbury Municipal Charities. 


Mr. BILLSON (Staffordshire, N.W.) : 
I beg to ask the hon. Member for East 
Bristol, as representing the Charity Com- 
missioners, why the proposed scheme for 
administering the municipal charities of 
the borough of Shrewsbury has not yet 
been carried into effect. 


Mr. TREVELYAN (Yorkshire, W.R., 
Elland): Numerous objections and 
suggestions received by the Commis- 
sioners up to the 12th May last upon the 
publication of the draft scheme have now 
been considered and the Order establish- 
ing the scheme will be made almost 
immediately. 


Irish Convicts—Petitions for Release. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N.) : 
I beg to ask Mr. Attorney-General for 
Ireland whether petitions for the release 
of a prisoner are filed or reconsidered at 
stated intervals; and, if so, whether a 
petition recently dealt with in the case of 
James M‘Cann, of county Longford, will 
be again taken into consideration by the 
law officers of the Crown. 


THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL Por 
IRELAND (Mr. Cuerry, Liverpool, 
Exchange): All memorials for the release 
of a prisoner are filed. The cases of all 
convicts undergoing long sentences are 
periodically submitted for consideration 
im accordance with the regulations. James 
M‘Cann’s sentence being one of three 
years penal servitude only there is no 
rule under which his case would be re- 
considered. It is, of course, optional 
with the convict or any one on his behalf 
to forward a memorial at any time, and 
such memorial will be laid before the 
Lord-Lieutenant for his decision. It is 
uot a matter with which the law officers 
of the Crown can properly interfere. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 
8.): By whom are the memorials con- 
sidered —by the law o‘ticers of the Crown ? 


Mr. CHERRY: No. They are con- 
sidered by the Lord-Lieutenant himself. 
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Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Does not 
the Lord-Lieutenant act on legal advice ! 


Mr. SPEAKER: Notice should be’ 
given of that Question. 


Mr. J. P. FARRELL: Was it not the 
Lords Justices who refused the prayer 
of the petition in this case 4 


Questions. 


Mr. CHERRY was understood to say 
that in the absence of the Lord-Lieutenant 
for Ireland the Lords Justices might 
consider such matters, but the law 
officers of the Crown never intervened 
in such cases. He knew nothing of the 
case, 


Mr. J. P. FARRELL: It was by your 


direction the man was prosecuted. 


Mr. CHERRY: After a conviction a 
case passes entirely out of the domain of 
the law officers. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Does the 
Lord-Lieutenant personally consider these 
cases ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Notice had better be 


given of that. 


Irish Magistrates. 
Mr. DUFFY (Galway, 8.): I beg to 
ask Mr, Attorney-General for Ireland 
whether his attention has been called to 


‘the practice at present prevailing of 


magistrates adjudicating in cases in 
which they have a personal interest, and 
also in sanctioning as advocates their 
friends and relations to appear before 
them ; and, in view of the tendency to 
corruption under these circumstances, 
will he deal with the matter by legislation 
or otherwise. 


Mr. CHERRY: I am not aware of the 
practice prevailing in Ireland of magis- 
trates adjudicating in cases in which they 
have a personal interest. It is quite 
contrary to law that they should do so; 
and if the hon. Member is aware of any 
particular case in which a magistrate has 
so acted, he ought to bring the matter 
under the notice of the Lord Chancellor. 
As regards the second part of the Ques- 
tion, magistrates have no power to refuse 
to hear advocates, whether solicitors or 
barristers, who appear before them on 
the ground merely that they are either 
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friends or relations of their own, and I 
fear it would be a very dangerous power 
to put into their hands. If in any case 
a magistrate uses undue means to procure 
the employment of a relative in a case 
pending before him, or shows partiality 
towards the litigant who so employs a 
friend or relation, the conduct of such 
magistrate should be brought to the 
attention of the Lord Chancellor, who 
will, I feel sure, if the charge is clearly 
established, deal with it with the utmost 
severity. 


Questions. 


Sir Antony MacDonnell. 

Mr. GINNELL (Westmeath, N.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland does the 
position which Sir Antony MacDonnell 
occupied under the late Government still 
subsist, and will he state what precisely 
that gentleman’s position is as regards 
salary, emoluments, duties, powers, and 
tenure of oftice. 


Tue CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Bryce, Aberdeen, 8.): Sir 
Antony MacDonnell is still Under-Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland. 
His salary and emoluments are stated in 
the Estimates for the Civil Service, Class 
II., page 200, for the present financial 
year. His duties and powers are in part 
prescribed by statute, and in part not so 
prescribed ; and his tenure of office is the 
same as that of other permanent Civil 
servants. 


Mr. KILBRIDE (Kildare, 8.): Is it 
part of his duty to appoint Land Sub- 
Commissioners ? 

Mr. BRYCE: 
of the Question. 


That does not arise out 


The Royal Canal. 

Mr. GINNELL: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland have the Board of Control of the 
Royal Canal yet succeeded in ascertaining 
what their powers and duties are; do 
the powers enable them to oblige the 
Midland Railway Company to compensate 
boatmen at present out of employment in 
consequence of that company’s neglect ; 
will the company be allowed to prolong 
this period of enforced idleness beyond 
the present month ; and what explanation 
do the Board of Control give of the fact 
that although the canal is overgrown with 
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weeds and bushes, the season most suit- 
able for clearing it, and no traffic to inter- 
fere with that work, no such work is 
being done. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Irish Government 
have been in communication with the 
Board of Control of the Royal Canal, and 
it has been decided to be necessary to 
raise the number of the Board to its 
statutory complement of five. Steps to: 
this end are under the consideration of 
the Lord-Lieutenent. The reply to the: 
second inquiry of the Question is in the 
negative. It will not, I am informed, be: 
necessary to keep the Spencer Dock 
closed to traffic after the end of the 
present month, as the work of repair will 
be completed by that time. Iam informed 
by the Board of Control that the canal is 
not overgrown with weeds and bushes. 
Traffic is now proceeding on the canal, 
and the work of removing such weeds 
and bushes as exist in it is being carried 
out, 


Mr. GINNELL: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware there are four gates 
across the towing path? His Answer is 
not correct. 


Mr. BRYCE: I believe my informa- 
tion is perfectly correct. We wish to 
make the canal available for traffic as soon 
as possible, 


Judicial Land Commissioner. 

Mr. GINNELL: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland if he is in a position to give 
the name of the gentleman whom it 1s 
now proposed to appoint as Judicial Land 
Commissioner ; if not, will he give an 
assurance that it shall not be any one of 
the judges of the High Court or any 
other man who has been a political or 
class partisan ; and will the appointment 
be made before the summer adjournment 
of Parliament. 


Mr. BRYCE: I am not aware of 2 
vacancy, present or impending, in the 
oftice of Judicial Land Commissioner. 


Mr. GINNELL: Is not the right hon. 
Gentleman ashamed of the dishonest 
Answers he has read to-day ? 


*THe SPEAKER: That is a most im- 
proper Question. [Cries of “ Withdraw. | 
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(Questions. 
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Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.) : I ean | 


issure the right hon. Gentleman that 
some of the Irish Members at any rate 
do not sympathise with this attack upon 
him. 


Mr. WILLIAM O'BRIEN (Cork) : 
| can assure the right hon. Gentleman 
that three-fourths of the Irish Members 
do not sympathise with it. 


American Bacon Imports. 


Mr. FETHERSTONHAUGH  (Fer- 





Questions. 1154 
estate by Lord Morley in 1898 to a 
syndicate ; that the syndicate now claim 
reut at the rate of £46, and have 
compelled Nixon to pay up arrears at 
that rate, and are at present proceeding 
against him for rent at £46 ; that negotia- 
tions for the sale of the estate to the 
Estates Commissioners are pending ; will 
the Estates Commissioners decline to 


| purchase unless Nixon and other tenants 
|are fairly dealt with ; and has Nixon's 


managh, N.): I beg to ask the Chief | 


Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he has received any 
reports on the increased and increasing 
quantity of American bacon imported 


into Ireland, and its quality ; is there | 


any inspection of this bacon on its im- 


portation ; has any report been received | 


by the Irish Government connecting the 
increase of tuberculosis with the consump- 
tion of American bacon; and has he any 
official information showing that numbers 
of pigs affected with tubercular disease 
are slaughtered in America, and the flesh 
sent to the United Kingdom as bacon. 


Mr. BRYCE: The information at the 


disposal of the Department of Agriculture | estate. 


shows that there was a_ considerable 
increase in the quantity of bacon imported 


ever, enquire 


into Ireland in 1905 as compared with | 


1904. 
and is cheaper than, and inferior in quality 
to, the bacon exported from Ireland. 


Most of this bacon is American, | 


There is no inspection, as far as the | 


Department are aware, of American 
bacon on importation. Under the Publie 
Health Acts any sanitary officer has 


power to inspect any meat for sale, in- | 


tended for the food of man, and to seize 


the same if it appears to him to be unfit | 


for human food. The Department have 
receive no report connecting the increase 


of tuberculosis with the consumption of | 
American bacon ; nor have they any infor- | 
mation in regard to the statement con- | 
received information that reinstatement 


tained in the last part of the Question. 


Morley Estate, County Cavan. 
Mr. FETHERSTONHAUGH : I beg 


to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- | 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he is aware that 
atenant on the Morley Estate, county 
Cavan, named John Nixon, had his rent 
reduced by Lord Morley in 1882 from | 
£46 a year to £34 10s., and paid at the 
reduced rent down to the sale of the 


| 
| 


rent been returned as a £46 rent in the 
rental furnished to the Commissioners, 
and are they aware that £34 10s. was the 
rent in fact paid for many years. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that the townland in 
which John Nixon’s holding is situate is 
not included in the Crookenden and 
Casey (late Morley) Estate, in respect of 
which proceedings for sale have been 
instituted before them. The Commis- 
sioners are not aware of the facts stated in 
the Question, and have no power to 
intervene in disputes between landlord 
and tenant as to rent. They will, how- 
into the circumstances 
under which the townland in question 
has been excluded from the sale of the 


Sligo and Leitrim Evicted Tenants. 

Mr. P. A. MCHUGH (Sligo, N.): I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland how many applica- 
tions have been received by the Estates 
Commissioners from evicted tenants in the 
counties of Sligo and Leitrim from the 
lst November, 1903, to the present time ; 
and how many of these cases have been 
dealt with by the Commissioners. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that they have received 
154 applications for reinstatement in 
county Leitrim, and ninety-two for rein 
statement in county Sligo, and they have 


has been effected in twenty-four of thecases 
in county Leitrim and in one case in county 
Sligo. The Commissioners are having 
inquiries made into the cases of applicants 
from these counties as rapidly as possible. 


Phibbs’ Estate, Tubbercurry. 
Mr. O’DOWD (Sligo, 8.): I beg to 


‘ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 


Lietenant of Ireland, whether the Phibbs’ 
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estate, situated at Tubberecurry, county | 
Sligo, and at pre-ent admin‘stered in the | 


Land Judge’s Court, has recently been | 
offered for sale to the Trish Land Com- | 
mission ; and, if so, whether that portion | 
of the estate situate in the town of 


Tubbereurry is included in such offer. 


Questions. 


I beg also to ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, 
whether he is aware that an attempt was" 
made some time ago to sell that portion | 
of the Phibbs’ Estate, situate in the town | 
of Tubbercurry, county Sligo, and at. 
present in the Land Judge’s Court, toa 
middleman named Dr. Brennan, of 
Charlestown, county Mayo, without any 
notice having been given to the tenants, | 
who were and are willing to pay a liberal | 
price for their houses ; and whether, in 
case this purchase by Dr. Brennan has 
not taken place, he will communicate 
with the Land Judge and the Estates 
Commissioners with the view of ensuring | 
that the tenants shall have due notice of | 
any sale of the estate to be proposed 
hereafter, in order that they may have an | 
opportunity of purchasing their town | 
holdings. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners have, with a view to purchase, | 
issued a request under Section 7 in regard 
to part of the estate of R. H. Phibbs in 
the neighbourhood of Tubbercurry ; but 
the town is not included in their proposed 
purchase, which relates to agricultural 
property only. The estate generally is | 
for sale in the Land Judge’s Court, and 
the Registrar of that Court informs me 
that Dr. Brennan, one of the tenants, has 
made a proposal to purchase for cash 
certain town plots in Tubbereurry, and 
this proposal will be brought before the 
learned Judge for his consideration when 
the necessary documents have been pre- | 
pared. If the immediate tenants desire 
to have notice of the proceedings, they 
should enter an appearance in the case, 
when they would have an opportunity of | 
submitting their views to the Court. 
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Belfast Police Inquiry. 
Mr. CHARLES CRAIG (Antrim, S.) 


I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the. 


Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland what were 


the facts and circumstances which, in-his. 
‘opinion, rendered the recent inquiry into 
_the Belfast police system necessary ; what 
has been the cost of that inquiry up to 


date; and did the Lord Mayor or 


| High Sheriff of Belfast, the Commissioner 


of Police in Belfast, or any leading or 
representative person in or connected 
with that city ask for this inquiry. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Irish Government 
were led by several considerations, 
which could not be adequately set forth 
within the limits of an Answer, to the 
conclusion that a Commission of Inquiry 


‘into the organisation, discipline, and 
working of the Constabulary in Belfast 


was desirable. The circumstances which 
gave rise to the appointment of the 
Commission will best be shown by the 
report of the Commission when it appears. 
The cost of the inquiry has not yet been 
ascertained. Neither the Lord Mayor 
nor High Sheriff of Belfast asked for the 


| inquiry. 


Irish Labourers’ Act Returns. 

Mr. FLAVIN : I beg to ask the Chiei 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland when the Returns as to the work- 
ing of the Labourers’ Act.will be circulated, 
as hon. Members. from Ireland are anxious 
to have them as soon as possible. 


Mr. BRYCE: The distribution of these 
Returns is not a matter for which I am 
responsible. I have, however, conveyed 
the hon. Member’s wishes to the proper 
quarter, and am informed that the 
Returns will be ready for distribution on 


| Monday next. 


Bi-lingual Teaching. 
Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 8.): In view 
of the adoption of the new system for the 
remuneration of teachers can the Chief 


Secretary say what is proposed with 


Mr. O}DOWD: Do I understand that | 
if the tenants put forward a scheme it 
will be favourably considered ? 


regard to bi-lingual schools ? 


Mr. BRYCE: A special grant of 4s 


_per scholar in average attendance will be 


'made to schools taking the bi-lingual 


Mr. BRYCE: I said they should have | 
notice if they desired to do so. 


programme. The bi-lingual programme 


may be adopted in those cases only where 
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the home language of the majority of the 
scholars is [rish. 


Questions. 


Loans for Workmen’s Houses in Ireland 


Mr. BARRIE (Londonderry, N.): I 
beg to ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether, in view of the importance of 
encouraging urban councils in Ireland to 
proceed with the building of workmen’s 
houses, he will immediately authorise the 
granting of Irish loans for this purpose, at 
the lowest possible rate consistent with 
involving no loss to the Treasury ; 
whether, on this basis, thc present state 
of the market would permit him to grant 
loans at 3 per cent. interest per annum ; 
and whether he will also agree to extend 
the period for repayment to sixty-eight 
years, being the terms granted in the 
Irish Land Act, 1903. 


THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY ov 
THE TREASURY (Mr. McKenna, 
Monmouthshire, N.) : The Commissioners 
of Public Works are empowered to make 
loans to urban. district councils in 
Ireland under the Housing of the Work 
ing Classes Acts. The rates of interest 


chargeable on such loans are the same as | 


apply to all loans to local authorities out 
of the Local Loans Fund. 
are fixed by the Treasury under statutory 


direction, so as to secure the solvency | 
It would not | 
be possible, in the present state of 


of the Loeal Loans Fund. 


the market, to reduce the rate of interest 


to 3 per cent. without loss to the Fund. | 


The statutory maximum period for 
repayment of the loans is fifty years. 


Agricultural _e Consolidation 
Mr. BECK (Cambridgeshire, Wis- 


hech): I beg to ask the Prime Minister 
when he proposes to give opportunities 


for the further progress of the Agricul- | 


tural Holdings Consolidation Bill. 


THE PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 
LORD or tHe TREASURY (Sir H. 
CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN, Stirling Burghs): 


I am afraid that I cannot say at the | 


moment what opportunities will be given. 


The Agricultural Holdings Consolidation | 


Bill and the Land Tenure Bill are to 
some extent bound up together, but I 
um not without hopes that a satisfactory 
arrangement may be made for the 
passage of both measures. 


{28 June 1906} 


These rates | 
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| Sea Erosion. 

| *Mr. BECKETT (Yorkshire, N.R., 
Whitby): I beg to ask the Prime 
Minister when he will announce the 
names of the Royal Commission which 
will inquire into the reclamation of fore- 
shores and sea erosion. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
The announcement will be made in a 
very few days. 


| Captatn DONELAN (Cork, E.): Will 
Ireland be represented on the Commis- 
sion ? 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 


I am not sure ; I will inquire. 


Central Unemployed Committee. 


Mr. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal Green, 
S.W.): I beg to ask the Prime Minister 
whether his attention has been called to 
the statement of the chairman of the 
Central Unemployed Committee for 
London that at the present moment they 
| are living from hand to mouth, and some 
of their best attempts are only financially 
secure till September, and to his appeal 
to Parliament to take such action that 
| before the adjournment in August they 
'may be able to lay the foundation of 
their next winter’s work ; and whether, 
in view of these facts, he will reconsider 
his decision that it would be impracti- 
cable to legislate on the subject before 
the summer adjournment of the House, 
or, in the alternative, will take such 
other steps as may be necessary to carry 
‘the Committee over the period which 
/must intervene before legislation can 
take effect. 





Str H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
Yes, Sir, I am aware of the statement of 
the Chairman of the Central Unemployed 
Committee for London to which my hon. 
friend calls my attention. My right hon. 
friend the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board will make a full statement of 
the intentions of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment on July 19th, when the Vote for 

the Local Government Board is taken. 


Education Bill—Personnel of 
Commission. 
Mr. HICKS-BEACH (Gloucestershire, 
Tewkesbury): I beg to ask the Prime 
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Minister when the personnel of the Com- 
mission to be appointed under the Edu- 
cation Bill will be announced. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I hope to make the announcement in the 
course of a few days. 
names to-day. 


Mr. HICKS-BEACH: Will it be 
before Clauses 8 and 9 are reached ? 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Oh, yes. 


THE CLOSURING eo EDUCATION 

Mr. COX (Preston) asked the Prime 
Minister whether his attention has been 
called to the fact that the greater part of 
Clause 4 of the Education Bill, containing 
matter of immense public importance, 
was last night passed through Committee, 
under the operation of the guillotine, 
without any opportunity for discussion, 
and whether he would consider the 
desirability of dropping a large number 
of the remaining clauses of the Bill, so as 
to abbreviate the proceedings in Com- 
mittee in order to allow time for the 
adequate discussion of Clause 4 on Report. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I am afraid we cannot adopt that course. 
It does not commend itself to me as being 
practicable, 


SELECTION (STANDING COMMITTEES). 

Str WILLIAM Brampton GURDON re- 
ported from the Committee of Selection ; 
That they had discharged the following 
Member from the Standing Committee 
on Law, and Courts of Justice, and Legal 
Procedure, in respect of the Bills of Ex- 
change Act (1882) Amendment Bill: Mr. 


John Philipps; and had appointed in| 
Re- | 


substitution Mr. Wedgwood Benn. 
port to lie upon the Table. 


OPEN SPACES BILL. 


Reported from the Standing Committee | 


on Law, ete., with Amendments. Report 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 225.] Minutes of the Proceedings 
of the Standing Committee to be printed. 
[No. 225,] 


e 


{COMMONS} 
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Bills. 


Bill, as amended (in the Standing Com- 
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_mittee), to be taken into consideration 


upon Monday next, and to be printed. 
[Bill 281.] 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 
Worcester Election, That they request 
that this House will be pleased to com- 
municate to their Lordships copies of 
the minutes of the evidence taken at the 
trial of the Worcester Election Petition. 
Printed copy to be communicated. 


WORCESTER ELECTION. 

That they acquaint this House that 
they agree to the Address of this House 
to be presented to His Majesty respect- 
ting the Election and Return for the City 
of Worcester, and that they have filled 
up the blank with “ Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal and.” 


POST OFFICE SITES BILL. 

Reported from the Select Committee. 
Report to lie upon the Table, and to be 
printed. [No. 226.] 

Bill, as amended, re-committed to a 
Committee of the whole House for 
Monday next, and to be printed. [Bill 
284. | 


NEW BILLS. 


INTESTATES ESTATES (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 


“To amend the Law relating to the 
share of Intestate Husband’s Estate fall- 
ing to the widow,” presented by Mr. 
Crombie ; supported by Sir Henry Craik, 


'Mr. Dundas White, Mr. Younger, and 


Mr. Eugene Wason ; to be read a second 
time upon Thursday next, and to be 
printed. | Bill 282.] 


INTESTATES (MOTHERS) MOVEABLE 

SUCCESSION (SCOTLAND) BILL. 

“To amend the Law relating to the 
share of an Intestate’s Estate falling to 
the Mother,” presented by Mr. Crombie ; 
supported by Sir Henry Craik, Mr. 
Dundas White, Mr. Younger, and Mr. 
Eugene Wason; to be read a second 
time upon Thursday next, and to be 
printed. {Bill 283.] 
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SUPPLY [l4rH ALLOTTED Day]. 
Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 
(Mr. Emmort (Oldham) in the Chair. } 


SERVICES AND REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 1906-7. 
CiAss II. 

Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That a sum, not exceeding £110,146, 
be granted to His Majesty, to complete 
the sum necessary to defray the Charge 
which will come in course of payment 
during the year ending on the 3lst day 
of March, 1907, for the Salaries and Ex- 
penses of the Department of Agriculture 
and other Industries and Technical In- 
struction for Ireland, and of the services 
administered by the Department, includ- 

ing sundry Grands in Aid.” 


Mr. CONOR O’ KELLY (Mayo, N.) said 
that the Vote which was now before the 
Committee raised what he thought he 
could safely describe as one of the most im- 
portant and urgent questions with which 
Parliament, in its Irish relations, could 
deal. This question had been before the 
House for many vears and in many forms. 
It had been discussed in the Speeches 
from the Throne, on the Estimates, on 
Resolutions, and by way of Bills, whilst 
the attention of many Governments had 
been forced to it as the fountain and 
origin of most of their embarrassments and 
difficulties in the worst of Irish admin- 
istration. ‘And he ventured to think that 
the present Irish Secretary would admit 
that he would be saved many anxious 
hours at the Irish Office, that his task 
in Ireland would be shorn of most of its 
difficulty, if there were no Connaught 
problem with which to deal. This 
problem of the West was the Irish land 
question in its most tense and aggra- 
vated form, and until a really serious and 
courageous attempt was made to find 
a solution no Irish Secretary could answer 
for peace and tranquility in Ireland. 


Connaught had been in the past the storm | 


centre of many Irish agitations; it was 
to that province that almost all measures 
of reform for Ireland, notably the Land 
Act of 1903, traced their origin. It was 
the people of the West, by their sacrifices 


and labours, that won that measure, that | 
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compelled the late Government to open 
anew the whole question of Irish land 
with a view to a settlement that would 
be lasting, and that would relieve the 
country of all those evils in which agrarian 
unrest was so abundantly prolific. It 


'was the urgent need of putting an end 


to the unhappy conditions of life in 
Connaught that was urged as the chief 
reason why the Bill of 1903 should pass, 
and it was the most valuable recom- 
mendation of that measure to the support 
of all Parties at the time. Indeed, it was 
very questionable if that Bill would not 
have had a different fate if it had been then 
known that it would do but little to miti- 
gate, let alone to remove, the burdens 
that pressed upon the people of the West. 
It was the cry of the people of the West 
that evoked the response of the Act of 
1903, but in truth it must be now said 
that a great advance upon that measure 
must be made if one of the darkest blots 
on the social life of 1,000,000 of the 
population was to be removed, and if the 
people of this country were to put an 
end to conditions which remained an 
abiding reproach to their administration 
in Ireland. Connaught was responsible 
for the Act of 1903, but Connuaght, that 
deserved most, had derived least from it. 
As a remedy for congestion the Act of 
1903 was a failure. When it passed 
this House the people were led to believe 
that it covered all the difficulties of the 
question, and that, through its operations, 
the evils of congestion would speedily 
disappear. Not unnaturally the hopes 
of the people ran high. The Act had been 
in operation for a considerable time, and 
those hopes had not been fulfilled, nor 
could they see any evidence of any im- 
mediate prospect of their being so; the 
expectations which the Act aroused had 
not been realised, and to-day in every 
county in Ireland where this question 
was acute there was profound and wide- 
spread disappointment, and the people 
asked Parliament again to intervene. 
Who or what was responsible for the 
breakdown of the Act in the congested 
counties ? The shortcomings of the Act, 
its imperfections, made it all too easy 
for the Irish landlords, where they 
chose, to obstruct and to wreck its 
working. Some of them had refused 
to sell at all either tenanted or un- 
tenanted land; some of them had 
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agreed to sell only the occupied land, 
that was those areas of sterile soil in 
which were included what the Member 
for Dover, perhaps not in the most 
felicitous language, described as the 
“agricultural slums” of Connaught, 
reserving the untenanted portions with- 
out which sales in the congested areas 
would be worse than useless ; and some 
of them were demanding terms so 
ridiculously extravagant as to make 
purchase impossible. Others had been 
at pains to discover means by which 
when they did decide to sell the 
result would not have the most 
infinitesimal eifect on the problem of 
congestion, and he should like par- 
ticularly to direct the special attention 
of the Chief Secretary to this latest 
development of landlord policy in 
Connaught. It would give the Com- 
mittee some idea of the kind of co- 
operation that was to be expected from 
some Irish landlords in making the Act 
a measure of relief to the small cottiers 
in the congested counties. These land- 
lords, instead of selling their property 
as a whole to the Congested Districts 
Board—the occupied portions, the con- 
gested holdings, and the grass ranches 
—for improvement purposes, for en- 
larging and amalgamating old holdings 
and making them economic, and for 
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creating new ones, as Parliament 
intended, proposed to proceed quite 
differently. They proposed to divide 


the grass lands into so many separate 
new holdings, and then to sell them 
by auction to the highest bidders. 
In this way ten or twelve years pur- 
chase, in the shape of fines, would be 
secured, tenancies would be created, and 
then the landlord would sell under the 
Act of 1903 at twenty-three or twenty- 
four years purchase, an additional three 
or four years purchase being added 
from the bonuses available when the 
transaction was completed. In all, this 
brilliant device would result to the 
landlord in thirty-five or forty years 
purchase for his property. But one 
might ask where would the small tenants 
on the congested parts of the property 
come in under this arrangement ¢ They 
could not afford to pay fines—it was 
their poverty that led Parliament to pass 
the Act of 1903, they were the men 
it was intended to reach—and the conse- 


Mr. Conor O Kelly. 


{COMMONS} 
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quence would be that the land would 
pass into the hands of men who could 
afford to pay fines; but it was not for 
those men that the Act of 1903 was 
passed through this House. This 
specious device of still further landlord 
exaction was attempted in Mayo, but 
it did not succeed. Public opinion 
would not stand it, and for a time, at 
any rate, the project had been aban- 
doned. But, of course, no one could 
tell when it might be revived. It was 
bad enough that ten or twelve years 
purchase should be added to prices 
already extravagantly high—time would 
show whether these prices would not 
have ruinous results—but had this new 
plan of disposing of the grass lands 
succeeded, then congestion in the West 
would have remained with them for al 
time. For what would have inevitably 
happened was this. The landlords whose 
method of sale brought thirty-five or 
forty years purchase would soon find 
hosts of imitators, and auction would 
speedily follow auction on every estate in 
Connaught. The land needed to rescue 


the submerged thousands of the con- 


gested areas would pass into the hands of 
men for whom it was not intended, over 
1,000,000 acres in the province would be 
filched from the people, and the Congested 
Districts Board, unable to stir a hand or 
move a foot whilst this process of defeat- 
ing the intentions of Parliament was 
going on, might as well pull down its 
blinds and put up its shutters, forthe days 
of its usefulness would be at anend. When 
the Act of 1903 was in Committee an 
Amendment was moved from the National- 
ist benches that would have met this par- 
ticular kind of case, but, like all other 
Amendments dealing with congestion, the 
Pre-emption Amendment had to be with- 
drawn after they had gone through the 
solemn farce of a discussion that no one 
took seriously and nobody _ believed 
to be real. There was only one 
remedy for this state of things. That 
remedy had been urged over and over 


again by the Irish Party, and by everyone 


who knew anything about the requirements 
of the West. The Congested Districts Board 
must be given compulsory powers. Had 
Parliament not sufficient justification for 
that step in the attitude of the Irish land 
lords during the past few years; anil he 
asked, was it worthy of Parliament to give 
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its adhesion toa great policy and to shrink 
from adopting the means by which alone 
it could be carried out ? 
were moving a reduction of the Vote for 
the Congested Districts Board it must not 
be inferred that the Irish representatives 
were attaching all the blame for the present 
situation to that body. Nothing of the 
kind. Whilst many things were done by 
the Board to which they took the strong- 
est possible exception, it would be unjust 
to hold them accountable for what might 
be described as the deadlock that had over- 
taken the work of putting the people on 
the land. They held that defects in 
legislation rather than in administration 
were accountable for the failure of the 
Land Act in the West. Thev recognised 
as much as anyone in this House the 
sympathy and zeal which the Board 
brought to their labours, and they were 
not less sensible of the splendid work done 
by some of their leading officials. But 
they held that, despite the best intentions, 
which they freely acknowledged, fargreater 
power than was now possessed by the 
Board must be given to them if they were 
toaccomplish the task for which they were 
appointed. The members of the Board 
had for many years shared this view, and 
he was sure it was unnecessary to remind 


the Chief Secretarv of the resolution passed | 


by the Board on thissubjecta few yearsago. 
HeSwas aware that the Board demanded 
compulsion, although the great majority 
of the members of that body were, he 
believed, strongly opposed to compulsion, 
except in the congested counties, where 
they were convinced it was the only 
solution of the existing difficulty. 
he might remind the Chief Secretary 
that the right hon. Gentleman the present 
Leader of the Opposition, when the Act 
establishing the Board was before this 
House many years ago, made it clear 
that if the neccessity for compulsion was 
proved he would not be unwilling to 
grant it. According to the Board, 
the necessity for compulsion had been 
conclusively proved by the facts of their 
own experience, and what better authority 
on the subject could there be’ If the 


Leader of the Opposition, in certain cir- 
cumstances in the special case of the 
West, would approve this principle, he 
could not, for the life of him. see what 
great objection the Chief Secretary could 
have to it, 


especially when they 
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' remembered that the Party to which he 


belonged voted not long ago in favour 
of applying compulsion not merely in the 
exceptional case of Connaught, but to 
the four provinces in Ireland. The 
voluntary principle had had a fair chance. 
and ithad failed. As the landlords could 
not be relied upon to facilitate the work 
of the Board—they did not appear to be 
greatly moved by the daily thinning of 
the population of Ireland that was going 
on—and as this House had decided that 
congesticn, with all its evil consequences. 
must be removed, there was only one 
course open to the Government which 
offered any hope of success, and that was 
the adoption of the compulsory principle. 
That was their first demand. He now 
passed from that question to another of 
very great importance. They asked that 
all the Connaught counties should be 
scheduled as congested. The Irish Party 
had always insisted, and they now 
insisted, that the counties should be 
scheduled as a whole, and he did not 
think there would be very much difficulty 
in convincing the Committee of the 
soundness and the reasonableness of their 
view. It seemed an extraordinary thing 


‘that the system of scheduling districts 


as congested, which everyone admitted 
to be absurd and misleading as a test of 
congestion, should have survived the 
many Acts passed in this House since the 
Congested Districts Board was _ first 
established. He was, of course, aware 
of a slight modification of one of the 
Clauses of the Act of 1901, but that really 
did not touch the question. In the 
early days of the Board, when its work 
was largely tentative and experimental, 
when it was necessary to proceed with 
caution, and when the Board was not 
the really important body it had since 
become, it really did not much matter 
what plan of scheduling was adopted— 
any rough and ready classification of 
areas sufficed ; but that stage had long 
since passed, and to-day, when the 
Board, with its increased income and its 
large credit, was able and was expected 
to carry out transactions on a really large 
scale, it ought not to be hampered by 
the operation of a rule that confined its 
work within narrow and _ arbitrarily 
selected areas. It should be free to 


apply itself to congestion wherever it 
existed, but this it could do until the 
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present definition was abolished. A‘ he wou'd have done with them when he 
district electoral division did not answer said that in the county of Mayo alone 
to the prescribed definition of a congested nearly half of the electoral divisions of the 
area unless the valuation per head of the’ county, with 9,000 small occupiers repre- 
population was under 30s. In the county, senting roughly 45,000 people, were 
of Mayo almost every single electoral excluded by a provision for which no one 
division would come under the 30s. could advance a serious excuse. There 
limit if the valuation was determined was no use in saying that because re- 
on the actual holdings of the people, a scheduling would involve a recasting of 
course that would seem fair and reason- the financial basis of former measures 
able, but the Board must add the valua- the work should not be done. Why 
tion -of the great grazing ranches of should this unjust discrimination between 
thousands of acres with a population the same class of small occupiers con- 
of half a dozen herds, with the result' tinue? Let him point out to the Com- 
that the per head valuation was arti-' mittee the injustice that resulted from it. 
ficially raised far above the 30s. standard. Under the Act of 1901 the Board could 
The system excluded fifty electoral dis-' purchase land in unscheduled districts, 
tricts, nearly half of the total'number, in but only for the benefit of the people in 
the county of Mayo, and to hisown know-: the scheduled districts. He had in his 
ledge they were all as deplorably con- mind the case of a large grazing tract 
‘gested as—many of them more congested purchased by the Board in a_non- 
than—the areas that were scheduled. scheduled district. Although not sche- 
Let him give one instance to show how duled for a similar cause to that which 
the system worked. In the Claremorris he had just stated, it contained many 
Union there were nineteen electoral small and uneconomic _ holdings. 
divisions, of which eight were un- The local people not unnaturally 
scheduled. In one of these electoral thought that this land, which was practi- 
divisions, Crossboyne, there were 3,437 cally at their doors, would be used to in- 
acres, of which 2,000 acres were grazing crease their small holdings. But the 
land with a population of, say, a dozen land was to be used by the Board for 
herds. The balance, 1,400 acres, repre- migration schemes and they would be 
sented small holdings with a population shut out. When the land was thus dis- 
of 675 people. The grazing valuation posed of they would find their congestion 
was £1,189, and the occupying valuation stereotyped, and all hope of improvement 
£884. The per head valuation including cut off. In this way the Board, while 
the grazing land worked out at £3 17s.; curing congestion on one property, were 
excluding the grazing land it dropped to making it chronic on another. While 
£1 6s., well under the figure at which it this method of procedure was not busi- 
would be entitled to be scheduled. He nesslike or just it had also its serious 
should like if some one would explain side. Could it be expected that the old 
why it was not on the valuation of tenants would welcome the newcomers 
the actual holdings of the people that with open arms? No; smarting under 
the calculation was made. But to a sense of wrong, they keenly resented 
show how utterly fallacious this system their presence, and good relations be- 
was as a test of the conditions of the tween them were scarcely possible ; 
people in ‘the electoral division of Cross- indeed, if public opinion were stirred 
boyne, where the £3 17s. per head valua- upon the subject these migration schemes 
tion would suggest some degree of pros- would not be possible, the Board would 
perity, out of 137 holdings no fewer than not be able tocarry them out. But, after 
110 were congested and uneconomic, and all, these difficulties could be got over. 
in the eight unscheduled divisions of the Let the counties be scheduled as a whole, 
‘Claremorris Union, no less than 1,114 leaving the Board free to deal with ¢on- 
holdings were uneconomic. In Ballina gestion whenever it found it; let the 
42 per cent. of all the occupiers were Board get power to acquire all the land 
excluded, in Castleb:r 53 per cent., in it needed and these troubles would be 
Killala 70 per cent., and in Ballinrobe avoided, for there would be ample 
77 per cent. As he did not desire to to meet the requirements of all. There 
‘weary the Committee with these figures were many other matters he would like 


Mr. Conor Kelly, 
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to deal with, but as he had already rather 
heavily taxed the patience of the Com- 
mittee he would let them pass. When 
they reflected on the obstacles that ob- 
structed the work of curing congestion, 
the attitude of the landlords, their ex- 
travagant demands, their objection to 
parting with untenanted land in some 
cases, and in other cases their selling it by 
public auction or private treaty; when 
they considered the defective character 
of the legislation under which the Board 
was working, its limited powers, its 
general inequipment for the great task 
imposed upon it, the heartbreaking delays 
that attended its operations, the wrong 
lines upon which many of its schemes 
were proceeding, thus daily adding to the 
difficulties of an ultimate solution ; when 
they remembered the thousands of occu- 
piers excluded from any share in the results 
of it labours—he thought the time had 
come for a serious and exhaustive survey 
of the whole Western problem and a 
careful review of the Acts that related 
to it. In order that this might be done, 
they had a proposal to make to the 
Government; but let him say most 
emphatically that if they thought that 
this proposal would mean delaying legis- 
lation they would not dream for one 
moment of making it. When this pro- 
posal was first made, a few months ago, 
they knew then that there would be no 
legislation on the question this year, and 
it appeared to them that the interval 
between now and next session could 
not be better occupied than in a thorough 
inquiry into every phase and difficulty 
of this problem. So that when fresh 
legislation was attempted, as no doubt 
it would be next year, it would repre- 
sent a clear understanding of what was 
required for a settlement that, unlike 
former ‘‘ settlements,” would be final. 
No doubt it might not be a popular thing 
to suggest a Royal Commission to 
inquire into an Irish question. Royal 
Commissions had a bad reputation in 
Ireland; they were regarded as an 
expedient to which all Governments had 
recourse for escaping difficulties and 
shelving questions. If they thought that 
that would be the result in this case, it 
was not likely that they would demand 
an inquiry. But this inquiry could not 
postpone any legislation this year, for, as 
they all knew before this proposal for a 
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|Commission was made, there was to be 


none. This inquiry could not prevent 
legislation next session because a Com- 
mission, if appointed, ought to have: 
finished its task and issued its Report 
before Parliament met next year. There- 
fore, whatever else might be said of the 
proposal, it did not lie in the mouth of 
anyone to say that it could be used as an 
excuse for postponing legislation. The 
inquiry they asked for, proceeding on the 
lines of the Scottish Royal Commission on 
the Highlands and Islands, should not 
take more than four or five months. The 


Scottish Commissioners completed their 


task in five months, although the country 
in which they conducted their local in- 
quiries had far less facilities for travelling 
than the province of Connaught and the 
congested counties outside that province. 
If such a Commission as they suggested 
got to work at once he saw no reason why 
its inquiries should not be concluded and 
its Report issued by the end of the year. 
This inquiry had been asked for by 
the representative bodies of the West; 
the Galway and Mayo County Councils 
had asked for it; so had all the district 
councils of the county of Mayo, and, he 
believed, of the county of Sligo; it had 
been asked for by executives and branches 
of the League throughout the province. 
and resolutions in its favour had been 
passed at many public demonstrations 
in Connaught during the last few months. 
They wanted this inquiry as a prelimi- 
nary to serious legislation; they wanted 
it so that they might have a chance 
of proving that past Acts of Parlia- 
ment really trifled with this great ques- 
tion; and that the case for a courageous 
and comprehensive measure might be 
made. When new legislation came they 
wanted it to err rather on the side of 
boldness of treatment than on the side of 
timidity of treatment, which had been the 
main defect of all Irish land legislation in 
the past. They wanted legislation that 
would oppose migration to emigration, 
that would at last impose some check on 
the frightful exodus of their people— 
the flower of the youth of their country 
—that was going on under their eyes. 
by throwing open the boundless plains 
of Connaught to re-settlement. They 


wanted it as a measure of social recon 
struction in a ravaged province, a pro- 
vince that, after all, was not poor, that 
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was capable of great things if only it got | 
achance. And in order that such legisla- 
tion might be passed they asked the 
Committee by full and serious inquiry to 
familiarise themselves with every aspect 
of social life comprehended in the problem 
of the West. The right hon. Gentleman 
could not be unmoved by the sad spec- 
tacle of a land that might easily be 
prosperous becoming a derelict among 
the nations, abandoned by its own; and 
no higher and worthier task could 
engage his labours than that of stopping 
this tragic wasting of an already exhausted 
nation whilst there was yet time. He 
begged to move the reduction of the Vote 
by £100. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That a sum, not exceeding £110,046, 
be granted for the said Service.—(J/r. 
Conor O Ke ly.) 


Mr. O’DOWD (Sligo, 8.) said that, 
in supporting the Motion of his hon. 
friend, he would not detain the Com- 
mittee for more than a few minutes. 
Indeed, it was unnecessary that he should 
do so, for no words of his could add to 
the force of the case which had been pre- 
sented to the Committee. But represent- 
ing as he did a Western constituency, he 
felt that perhaps he might be deemed 
wanting in his duty if he did not inter- 
vene with a few remarks. The ques- 
tion of congestion in the West and 
elsewhere concerned every Irish Member. 
More especially, however, did it concern 
the Members representing constituencies 
in Connaught, for in that province the evil 
effects of congestion were felt more keenly 
than elsewhere. There it constituted 
the kernel of what was known as the 
Western problem, on the speedy solution 
of which depended the peace, the pros- 
perity, and the contentment of a whole 
province. It was impossible to deal 
with this question fully unless they dealt 
with the working of recent Land Purchase 
Acts, and on the effects which these 
Acts might have on the economic con- 
ditions prevailing in Connaught. This 


he did not propose to do at any length. 

But he would like to say, in passing, 

what he thought nobody who knew 

anything of this problem would deny, 

that it was this question of congestion 

which was mainly responsible for the 
Mr, Conor O'Kelly, 
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passing of the Land Act of 1903—an 
Act which, no matter how it might have 
worked elsewhere, had been a dead 
failure in the West of Ireland. It could 
never be too often insisted that the land 
question in Connaught was entirely 
different from the land question outside 
it, and must have a special remedy. It 
could hardly be denied that the clauses 
of the Act of 1903 dealing with conges- 
tion had become inoperative and that 
new methods must be found. The de- 
fects of these clauses had been made 
abundantly plain, and until they were 
remedied all hope of serious dealing 
with the West disappeared. What was 
the remedy that would put beyond all 
doubt and conjecture the ending of con- 
gestion? It was, and it must be, com- 
pulsion. The landlord who let vast 
grazing tracts on the eleven months 
system could not be induced to give them 
up, and if they did not devise some scheme 
by which he would be compelled to give 
them up on being paid a liberal compen- 
sation, how could land be secured for 
the landless people? Let him draw a 
picture of what congestion really was and 
what the circumstances obtaining in 
Connaught were. In that province there 
were nearly a million of acres of grass- 
land mostly held by non-residential 
graziers—some of the finest land to 
be found anywhere—whilst the masses 
of the people were grouped together on 
uneconomic patches of bogland reclaimed 
from its original state by the labours 
of their fathers. What was the effect of 
this state of things on the commercial, 
industrial, and agricultural interests of 
the West ? Their towns were decaying 
because bullocks and sheep required 
no clothing. Neither did they require 
groceries. One herd with his dog was 
sufficient to take care of a ranche of 
1,090 acres, which, divided into moder- 
ately-sized farms, would furnish em- 
ployment for forty labourers and their 
families. They in the West had been 
taunted with not having built more 
labourers cottages. Their critics seemed 
to forget that they had no labourers. 
The farmer who would go in for culti- 
vation was seriously handicapped be- 
cause in most of the districts of Con- 
naught there was no set agricultural 
labouring community such as there was 
to be found in the other provinces. The 
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men on whom the farmers must rely for | 
labour were the small farmers and cottars, | 
and these as a rule went as migrating | 
labourers to England and Scotland, | 
whilst their sons and daughters, the | 
bone and sinew of the land, emigrated, | 
to the loss of Ireland, and if he were | 
an Imperialist he would say to the loss | 
of the British Empire as well. Gold- 
smith, the great Irish poet, a century and | 

a half ago, wrote these lines— 

“TIl fares the land, to hastening ills a prey 
Where wealth accumulates and men decay. 
Princes and lords may flourish and may fade, | 
A breath can make them as a breath has 

made ; 
But a bold peasantry, their country’s pride, 
When once destroyed, can never be supplied.” | 

Well might he wail over the havoc 

wrought to his country by heartless 

landlordism, ruthless eviction, and British | 
misgovernment. In Connaught they had 

18,193 farms valued at £5 and under, 

whilst they had 12,000 migratory 

labourers who owned no land. Even in 
his own county of Sligo—and it was by 
no means the most congested county in 

Connaught—over 25 per cent. of the 

tenanted holdings were valued at £4 or 

under. In his own constituency of South 

Sligo he would be safe in saying that at 

least 40 per cent. of these holdings were 

valued at £4 or under. In two un- 
scheduled divisions in the Union of 

Boyle, he found the gross poor law 

valuation to be £7,414, whilst the 

value of grass lands in these divisions 
amounted to £2,523 more than one- 
third of the whole. This was typical 
of the state of affairs in a county by no 
means the most congested. Connaught | 
had been brought to this position by the | 
confiscations, persecutions, and evictions 
of the past. Their population had gone 
down by one-half during the past half. 


century. They wanted to save the 
rennint of their population. They | 
wanted the land for the people. In the 


beginning of this, the twentieth céntury, 
they came once more to this House, the | 
majority of whose Members represented, 

he was glad to say, the enlightened | 
democratic thought of Great Britain, to | 
plead the cause of fair play for ‘the | 
congested districts in Ireland. The right | 
hon. Gentleman the Chief Secretary 


had introduced a Bill which would, he | 
felt convinced, settle the question of the 
Treland. 


He | 1 


agricultural labourers in 
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‘of creating 
| proprietors to replace the herds who 
| now roamed over the fertile hills and 


| these farmers. 
been established for that purpose, but at 
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| congratulated him most heartily on the 
| courage he had displayed in introducing 


that Bill, which it was to be hoped would 
settle the question once and for all. 
Might he be permitted to hope that the 
right hon. Gentleman would go forward 


in the path of reform, and push onward a 


measure which would settle for ever 
the agrarian problem in the West—a 
measure which would be the means 
a new set of peasant 


valleys of Connaught—a measure which 
would be the means of creating an 
agricultural labouring community for 
Connaught, and a measure which would 
be the means of handing down to 
posterity, amid the prayers of the Irish 
people, the name of the right hon. 
Gentleman. 


Dr. AMBROSE (Mayo, W.) said it was 
due to the condition of things in the 
congested districts of Ireland that the 
land agitation was started which 
had paved the way to the abolition of 
landlordism. The so-called farmer in a 
congested district was in a far worse con- 
dition than any other person in Treland, 
because his holding, a mere patch of 
land, was generally of the worst char- 
acter, and could not possibly support 


| the burdens which were placed upon him. 


He therefore generally became a migatory 
labourer in England and in Scotland, and 
in the intervals between his migration 
devoted his time to reclaiming his hold- 
ing. Yet up to the present little had 
been done to remedy the conditions of 
A Board, it was true, had 


the rate at which the Congested Districts 
Board was dividing up the grazing lands 
among the farmers of the congested dis- 
tricts he was afraid nobody would be 
left to take the land when it came to 
hand. Leaving out of consideration the 
question of compulsory purchase, the 
only remedy he could see for this state of 
things was to put upon the Board men 
— were conversant with the conditions 

the congested districts. Many 
serious allegations had been made 


|in his constituency that instead of trying 


to relieve congestion the Congested Dis- 
tricts Board were acting the part of a 
arge emigration agent. He had asked 
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for and obtained a Return of the land 


purchased and sold by the Congested | 
Districts Board in the county of Mayo | 
during the ten years ended March 31st, | 
He found that nearly 2,000 acres | 
had been in the hands of the Congested | 


1906. 


Districts Board for six, seven, and eight 
years for grazing purposes. It was said 


that the tenants had refused to buy land, | 
practice of the Board to interview in- 


but if business men had been on the 
Board they would have themselves made 
inquiries into the reason of this refusal 
instead of leaving it to officials. When 
he was in Ireland at Easter he saw lots of 
young fellows at the railway station 


{COMMONS} 


starting for America, and if the Congested | 


Districts Board put agents at the railway 


stations they would find any number of | 
young men who would willingly take up | 


this land. Out of over 270,000 acres 
purchased by the Board only about a 
half had been sold to tenants, and of 
the half that had not been sold over 
60,000 acres had not been vested in the 


Board. He wanted to know the meaning | 


of the words ‘‘ not vested.” 
the want of proving title ? 
there should be some limit. 


If so, surely 


If the 


Was it for | 


| 


landlord did not prove his title within | 
three or six months the law should step | 
in and take the right out of the landlord’s | 


hands. He found that amongst the 
holdings that had been kept in the hands 


of the Board for seven years were three | 
estates in the parish of Newport in the | 
Westport Union—he referred to portions | 
of the O’ Donel, the Stoney, and the Jones | 
Estates, and the reply that he received | 
to a Question the other day was that | 
their lands were being held over until | 
the Board could buy the fee simple of the | 


O’Donel Estate at Newport. 
case of three townlands with fifty families 


In the! 


in all, the average rent per family was | 


£2 2s., 
fact, there were over 600 agricultural 


some being as low as 10s. In | 
1 that had been 
tenants in the parish of Newport the | 


valuation of which did not average £3 | 
a tenant, and yet there were 30,000) 


acres of grass lands in the same parish 
owned by about fifteen persons. 
had been trying as long as he had beena 


He | 


Member of this House to get the Con- | 
gested Districts Board to buy this land, | 


but owing to the fact that they had no 
compulsory purchase powers the land- 
lords would not sell. 


the members of the Board themselves to 
Dr. Ambrose. 
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inspect estates, and also to see the young 
men who were to be put upon the holdings, 
Ou May 3rd he asked a Question as to 
whether any members of the Board 
ever inspected estates that were about to 
be purchased, and whether they ever 
saw the intending occupiers with a view 


to their fitness for those holdings. The. 


reply he got was that it was not the 


tending occupiers of new hcldings. + That 
reminded him of the story about Jay 
Gould, the famous New York millionaire, 
who, it was said, by touching a button 
could control the whole of the American 
railways. It seemed that the Congested 
Districts Board thought they could, by 
a similar method, tell who was fit and 
who was unfit for a new holding, and 
whether an estate was worth purchasing 
or not, and so forth. One of the chief 
causes, excluding the lack of compulsory 
purchase powers, of the non-successful 
working of the Congested Districts Board 
was that of inefficiency. He appealed to. 
the Chief Secretary to insist that Judge 
Ross should sell out the O’Donel Estate. 
It was said in the Newport parish that 
the Congested Districts Board had bought 
out a lot of {small tenants at such 
exorbitant prices that they had been 
tempted to go to America. He had a 
list of at least twenty families who had 
been bought out since the Board came 
into possession of the land. As this was 
a serious statement to make against 
the Board’s officials, he hoped the right 
hon. Gentleman would grant a sworn 
inquiry into the charge that the Board, 
instead of endeavouring to keep the 
people at home by dividing the land 
amongst them, induced them to go to 
America by giving extravagant prices 
for their holdings. He wanted to know 
what had become of these little holdings 
bought out. Would 
the right hon. Gentleman make a serious 
and honest attempt to find out the cause 
of the delay in the sale by Judge Ross 
of the O’Donel Estate, and having found 
out the cause, would he apply a speedy 
and effective remedy? Would the 
right hon. Gentleman also appoint prac- 
tical men on the Board, men who under- 
stood the problem of congestion, namely, 


| those from congested district committees. 
It was the duty of | “ 





+ See (4) Debates, clvi., 702-3. 
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Mr. HAYDEN (Roscommon, S.) sup- 
ported the suggestion of appointing a 
Royal Commission to inquire into the 
failure of the Congested Districts Board 
to deal with the question as it affected 
the West of Ireland. When the Land 
Act of 1903 was passing through Parlia- 
ment it was admitted by all Parties 
that a settlement of the Irish land ques- 
tion was not possible unless the problem 
of Western Ireland was settled. The 
real difficulty of the whole question 
lay in that portion of the country, and, 
as far as a settlement there was con- 
cerned, the Act had proved a failure. 
Their wish now was to put on record 
the reason of that failure. When the 
Act was passing through the House 
of Commons there were two Amend- 
ments proposed from the Irish Benches ; 
one was that compulsion should be 
applied in respect of all the untenanted 
land and congested properties; failing 
that, it was proposed that pre- 
emption should be given in_ respect 
of any untenanted land coming into 
the market. The Chief Secretary said 
that neither Amendment was necessary, 
as the inducements contained in the 
Bill were more than sufficient to bring 
all the land that was necessary into the 
market. But those inducements had not 
proved suflicient,and there existed through- 
out Connaught a regular conspiracy 
amongst the landlords and graziers either 
to prevent the land from coming into the 
market or to raise the price to such an 
extent as to make a settlement at the 
price almost as bad as the present state of 
affairs. They did not find fault with the 
Congested Districts Board, which so far as 
it was doing any work at all was doing it 
well. What he complained of was that 
the Board did not do sufficient work. 
It bought and sold estates exactly as 
he liked to see it done, but he wished 
the Board to be placed in a position to 
purchase all the untenanted land through- 
out the province. They wanted this work 
expedited, or else there was no hope for 
the people. He had heard the Chief Secre- 
tary declare how greatly affected he was in 
passing through a railway station in 
County Roscommon where he witnessed 
one of those scenes where friend was part- 
ing from friend for ever upon departing 
for America. That kind of thing was 


going on as much as and probably 
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more to-day than it was in those days: 
In the county which he represented: 
the population had been reduced from 
300,000 to 100,000, and yet in that 
county there were 100,000 acres of 
untenanted land, enough to provide 
a good living for more than halt 
the whole population that existed there 
sixty years ago. Instead of having 
100,000 acres with nothing but beasts 
roaming over it,there ought to be cutlivat- 
ing that land the people who were now 
ekeing out a most miserable existence 
in the bogs. It was from some of 
these estates that the agrarian trouble in 
Ireland arose. Hon. Members had heard 
of the De Freyne Estate. That estate had 
now been purchased by the Congested 
Districts Board, but owing to the slow 
operation of the law the tenants had 
received very little benefit from it. He 
believed the desire of the Board was to 
hurry on the work, but all these delays 
about title and other things could easily 
be remedied by an alteration in the law. 
The Board were now the representatives 
of Lord De Freyne, and they were acting in 
his name until he was able to clear the 
title of the estate, which often meant going 
back for centuries tracing family history. 
When purchasing these estates the Con- 
gested Districts Board bought all the 
arrears. Some of the people found it very 
hard to pay those arrears, but the Board 
claimed a year’s rent every year, which 
would be quite reasonable if only the 
rent was reasonable. Some of the 
tenants were quite unable to pay this 
rent, and then proceedings were taken 
against them. The Board was satisfied 
to get a year’s rent within twelve months, 
but when it took proceedings it pressed 
for the whole rent due, which in many 


cases amounted to three, four, five 
or six years rent, and frequently 
decrees were granted against the 


tenants with costs. But, after all, the 
Board was still satisfied to take a year’s 
rent together with the cost of the whole 
proceedings. He would suggest that the 
Chief Secretary should have these cases 
examined and reported upon before pro- 
ceedings were taken, and then they would 
discover what was the condition of the 
particular individuals before they were 
sued. Some of them were not able to 
pay at all, and seeing that the Board were 
sometimes satisfied with one year’s rent, 
28 
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surely an arrangement might be made 
by which they would only proceed for one 


| 
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scribed a certain portion of the land as held 
by a grazing tenant under a grazing lease 


year’s rent, because the effect of pro-| which could be terminated any year on 
ceeding for the whole amount greatly| three months notice. So far as the Con- 


increased the costs. He had heard of 
cases in which the costs amounted almost 
to the year’s rent, owing to the fact that 
the whole amount of the arrears were 
sued for. He had no doubt that when 


the right hon. Gentleman brought these 


facts before the 
Board the matter would be 
with in a satisfactory and sympathetic 
manner. 


Congested Districts | 
dealt | 


There ought to be some altera-| 


tion in connection with the administra- | 


tion of the Board itself, because nothing 


could be done without its authority, and) 
it met very seldom. He asked a Ques- | 
tion a short time ago about a large grazing | 


farm in his own constituency from which | 


a few years ago some tenants were evicted. | 
Since then it had been in the hands of a. 


grazier, but recently it came into the 
market. The small tenants round about 
were anxious that it should be pur- 
chased by a public authority, and they 


wrote to the Congested Districts Board, | 


but the parish priest, Father O’Hara, 
received a reply to the effect that the Board 


could not buy the land because it was. 


outside the scheduled district, and that 


the matter could not be further considered | 


until July, when the Board met. He 
(Mr. Hayden) then wrote and was told 
that the land was suitable. The 
land had since been sold to a butcher 
living twenty miles away. Yesterday 
another large farm was put up for sale in 
Dublin, a farm in Roscommon which it 
was understood two years ago was being 
acquired. But they were told that a 
grazier in the neighbourhood had a 
tenancy of three-quarters of the farm, 
which would be confirmed to him. 
The tenants then said it was not worth 
troubling about. Questions were asked 


in this House on the subject, but all the! 


information they got was that this grazier 
had a tenancy. The negotiations fell 
through between the Estates Com- 
missioners or whatever the body was and 
the landlord. His information was that 
the Commissioners desired to make the 
grazier owner for ever of three-quarters 
of this large farm. The landlord, who 
wanted to realise the land for ready cash, 
put it up for auction yesterday in Dublin. 
The announcement of the auction de- 


Mr, Hayden, 


gested Districts Board or the Estates 
Commissioners were concerned no real 
effort was made, as far as he had been 
able to ascertain, to obtain this land for 
the people, and it was left to Mr. Fitz- 
gibbon, the chairman of the county 
council of Roscommon, and to the parish 
priest of the district, to go to Dublin at 
their own expense, and at great in- 
convenience, to do the work which some 
public body or paid official should have 
done. It was questionable as a matter 
of policy whether the Congested Districts 
Board ought to be represented at auctions 
at all, but still when land was for sale 
some effort ought to be made privately 
or publicly by one of these public bodies 
to get it for the people. In this case the 
land was purchased yesterday on behalf 
of the tenants by Mr. Fitzgibbon for 
£1,000 less than the amount at which it 
had formerly been offered by the land- 
lord. He could not explain why the 
landlord let it go for £1,000 less than the 
public body might have given, unless it 
was that the negotiations fell through 
owing to the presence of this grazing 
tenant, or, as had been suggested, that he 
required ready cash down, and that neither 
the Congested Districts Board nor the 
Estates Commissioners were in a position 
to pay him cash for at least twelve 
months. Ifthe Congested Districts Board 
had no ready money to deal with such 
urgent cases he thought the Chief Secre- 
tary should make some regulation by 
which it would have money on credit 
to enable it at once to plank down the 
money to any grazier or landlord who was 
willing to dispose of his land. Even with 
the present powers the work of the 
Congested Districts Board could be 
greatly expedited. The purpose was to 
unite the people with the land and to do 
it as quickly as possible, and that could 
not be done with the small staff now 
available. Nor could it be done until 
compulsory powers were conferred on the 
Congested Districts Board. There would 
be huge disappointment in the West of 
Ireland, and in the Irish Party, if in 
the earlier days of next session the 
right hon. Gentleman was not pre- 
pared to produce a Bill which would at 
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once settle this question for ever on the 
right lines. If the inquiry suggested by 
the hon. Member for North Mayo were 
carried out, it would enable the right 
hon. Gentleman to lay his hands at once 
on the spot, and to see the real cause of 


the past failure to effect the needed 


reforms. It was not necessary to in- 
quire into the condition of the west of 
Ireland, or whether a remedy was re- 
quired for the state of things prevailing 
there. The condition was known, and 
that there was a grievance all parties 
admitted. The existing state of things 
was a standing menace to the peace of 
the country. The remedy was to capture 
the large untenanted grazing ranches as 
quickly as possible, divide them up, and 
plant the people there. If the people 
once got a chance on the land from 
which their fathers and grandfathers 
had been driven there was not the 
slightest doubt that they would be 
amongst the most hard working and 
prosperous in the country. It was 
sometimes said that the Irish were idle 
and thriftless. Let the people who said 
so follow the poor fellows to the harvest 
fields of England and Scotland and watch 
how hard they worked, sometimes for 
eighteen or nineteen hours a day, in 
order that they might bring home the 
few pounds which were necessary to 
pay the rent of their little holdings and 
keep their families until harvest work 
came round again in this country. It 
was a slander to say that these most 
industrious people were idle and thrift- 
less, 

*Mr. DOLAN (Leitrim, N.) called 
attention to the small attendance 
Unionist Members during this debate, 
and asked whether that was to be taken as 
evidence of the amount of interest taken 
by English Members in Irish affairs. 
Throughout the debate they had been 
represented by a single ex-Cabinet Minis- 
ter and about four lesser luminaries. 
When the Congested Districts Board was 
‘stablished, hopes were entertained in 
Ireland that in the course of a few years 
nost of the grazing lands would be 
bought up in order to provide the means 
of subsistence for the occupiers of the 
miserable holdings on the bogs and 
moorlands, but those hopes had been 
disappointed. Like every board that had 


Civil Services and Revenue {28 JUNE 1906} Depts. Estimates, 1906-7. 


of | 


1182 


‘its root in Dublin Castle the Congested 
Districts Board had been a miserable 
failure. There were hundreds of people 
| in his own constituency living on miserable 
| bog holdings in houses of two rooms, and 
/sometimes only one room. Side by side 
with these bog holdings there were vast 
tracts of grazing lands, but during the 
past fifteen years not a penny had been 
spent by the Congested Districts Board 
to purchase these lands and distribute 
them among the poor farmers. It was true 
|that in his constituency the Congested 
Districts Board had advanced a sum of 
| money to finance the parish committees 
and for the making of roads. Of course, 
these things were laudable in themselves, 
but the Board was making no effort to 
strike at the root of the evilthere. Hedid 
not blame the members of the Board who 
were respensible for its administration. 
He blamed the constitution of the Board, 
and he blamed the British Treasury. 
Most of all he blamed the British nation 
which controlled the Treasury. It was a 
disgrace to the British nation, which 
received every year from Ireland in taxes 
£3,500,000 in excess of what was due from 
her, that they would not give a larger sum 
than £240,000 to solve the most acute 
and grievous social problem in the 
country. The people of England could 
spend £250,000,000 on an unnecessary 
war, but he supposed the representatives 
of the people thought it was better to 
spend that money in slaughtering Boers 
than in undoing, in so far as they could 
the wrongs which the nation had inflicted 
on Ireland. The Congested Districts 
Board had not adequate powers for 
dealing with the question of congestion. 
Until the Board had compulsory powers to 
purchase land at a fair price and to resell 
it to the tenants it could not possibly deal 
with the question. There was nothing 
harsh in asking people to part with land at 
a fair price when they were left with more 
than enough for their own purposes. 
Surely land was as necessary to the sub- 
sistence of the people as air and sunshine. 
It was quite as criminal and sinful to de- 
prive people of the land which was neces- 
sary for their subsistence as it would be 
to deprive them of air and sunshine. To 
his mind the gravest defect in the Con- 
gested Districts Board was its constitu- 
tion ; it was not selected from the repre- 
sentatives of the Irish people. Until the 
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whole country was represented on the | 


Board no advantage would be gained, 
because the need of each particular district 
would not be brought before the Congested 
Districts Board, which was an organic 
part of the system of administration in Ire- 
land, known as Castle Government. His 
trust was in the spirit of the people of 
Ireland. The Irish nation was still a 
young nation, but as it grew older it 
would grow stronger, and its power of 
helping itself would grow. He main- 
tained that they would never have a 
satisfactory settlement of this question 
until they had a complete system of home 
administration. 


Mr. DUFFY (Galway, 8S.) wished 
to direct the attention of the Chief 
Secretary to a few matters affecting 
particularly the parts of the West of 
Ireland for which the Congested Dis- 
tricts Board was responsible—matters 
which affected the peace, happiness, and 
comfort of the people whose interests 
he represented. His experience was that 
the working of the Board after purchas- 
ing some properties in Loughrea district 
had been so slow and dilatory in alloca- 
ting land to the poor cottiers for whom 
it was intended that the impression had 
got onthe minds of the people that it was 
intentional to keep the country in a state 
of disquiet and disturbance. He instanced 
the case of the Benmore Estate. Quite 
recently more of it had been disposed of 
to the tenants, but for a length of time 
the delay had been the cause of great 
commotion and disturbance in the West 
of Ireland. It was only within the past 
few weeks that the matter had been 
satisfactorily arranged, and he did not 
wish to rake up old sores. But the 


lesson to be drawn from the purchase | 


of Benmore Estate by the Congested Dis- 
tricts Board was that the Board should not 
enter into negotiations for the purchase of 
any estate in future without first con- 
sulting the tenants and finding out from 
them what price they were willing to 
give. 
were actually in negotiation with 
the landlord for the purchase of their 
holdings when the estate, including the 
untenanted lands as well as the holdings 
of the agricultural tenants, was purchased 
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wisdom which he hoped would not be 
repeated. However, “‘all’s well that 
ends well”; and he was glad to say 
that perfect peace now reigned all over 
the district. There was a small pro- 
perty, Ballyfindon, on the De Freyne 
Estate, on which for the purchase of their 
agricultural holdings the tenants were 
in negotiation with Mr. Flannagan, the 
agent of Lord De Freyne, three years ago. 
Negotiations went on and everything 
in connection with the sale was_prac- 
tically settled. All that was needed was 
to sign the agreement and send it on 
to Dublin. But the first intimation 
that the tenants had in reference to 
other negotiations with Mr. Flannagan 
was an application from the Congested 
Districts Board for a year’s rent. Part 
of the tenants’ negotiations with Mr. 
Flannagan was that ali the arrears of 
rent were to be wiped out with the 
exception of a small portion which was 
to be added to the purchase money. The 
tenants consulted him on the matter 
but did not take his advice; and he 
understood that they were now in the 
same or worse position than they were 
three years ago, when the Congested Dis- 
tricts Board bought the estate over 
their heads. Then there was the case 
of the Goodbody Estate, which was sold 
in the first instance to the Congested 
Districts Board. That estate consisted 
of 1,100 acres of land, but instead of 
devoting it to the relief of the congestion 
in the neighbourhood, the Board sold 500 
acres of the fattest of the land to the 
Agricultural Board for the purposes of 
the Department ; and the Estates Com- 
missioners, having acquired possession 
of the balance of the land, including 
20 acres of woodlands, sold 300 acres of it 
to the landlady of the neighbouring town 
of Athenry at a time when the unfortunate 
cottiers round about were asking for land 
for small holdings. Was that business ? 
Then, in a congested parish at one end of 
South Galway—Mount Shannon— were 
to be found fifty families whose average 
valuation did not exceed £5. He had 
furnished the particulars to the pains- 
taking secretary of the Board. Lying 
along side of these poor people:were large 
ranches of beautiful land with virgin soil 


over their heads by the Board. That belonging to a Mr. Wakely, and! this 
was an act of great imprudence and un. | gentleman, evidently in a desire to 


Dolan. 


Mr. 











Te 
oe 


ad 


ng 
a 
oil 


his 








1185 


destroy and evade the beneficent inten- 
tions of the Act as far as it related to 
congested districts, was selling out whole 
blocks of this grazing land to men, 
graziers and others, who already had an 
abundance of land. He asked the Chief 
Secretary to take a _ special note of 
this case and to make a strong 
vepresentation to the Estates Commis- 
sioners to investigate closely the 
circumstances attending these sales, and 
on no account to leave these unfortunate 
holders of small patches of land to 
face the future with dejected and 
broken hearts. He thought that steps 
ought to be take to secure the grazing 
land around Mount Shannon for the 
inhabitants of the place who were living 
upon small holdings. If the right hon. 
(rentleman did not see his way to do that 
he would go down there and make it very 
warm for those people who were trying 
to oust from these lands the poor people 
who lived in the district. Nobody could 
say that in doing that he would be 
committing any crime,and he was prepared 
to take the consequences of his action. 
He apologised for having taken up so 
much of the time of the Committee, having 
regard to the very natural and laudable 
desire felt by so many of his colleagues 
to deal with matters local to them- 
selves. He would conclude by impress- 
ing upon the right hon. Gentleman 
the Chief Secretary the necessity of not 
modelling his action upon that of his 
predecessors in office, namely, listening to 
their complaints and letting them in at 
one ear and out of the other. 


Mr. THOMAS O'DONNELL (Kerry, 
W.) thought that the case which had been 
made showed very clearly that after 
several years there still remained a 
condition of things in regard to the 
land question, especially in these con- 
gested districts, which did not re- 
dound to the credit of the English 
Government and which claimed the 
attention of the Chief Secretary and 
the Administration. He wished to 


deal with the congestion in the part of 


the county of Kerry which he repre- 
sented. The poverty in Kerry was 


intense among the people living in 
the hogs and on the mountains, and the 
problem was complicated by the fact 
that, unlike Connaught where there were 
miles of rich and fruitful soil, there was 
very 


little untenanted land available 
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for distribution among the people 
in order to relieve the congestion. The 
land which had been sold to the Congested 
Districts Board had not been very large 
in amount, but still in the limited sphere 
of their operations the Board had given 
satisfaction. He did not think the Com- 
mittee realised the condition of poverty 
which prevailed among the people, and 
which must continue unless the Irish 
Government intervened on their behalf. 
The poverty, squalor, and misery which 
prevailed was quite under-rated. The 
population of the south and west of 
Ireland, especially in the congested 
districts, was largely decreasing. Emi- 
gration was going on to a great ex- 
tent because there was nothing in the 
country to induce the people to stay at 
home. In the whole of the congested 
districts of Ireland the population was 
490,000, and of these Kerry had 80,000 
or about one-sixth of the total. Kerry 
and county Cork, moreover, had about a 
fourth of the whole of the congested 
population in Ireland within _ their 
borders. He earnestly suggested to the 
Irish Government that the condition of 
the people in the congested districts 
south of the Shannon required attention. 
In Kerry the 80,000 people had to exist 
upon holdings the average value of which 
was £1 3s. per head, while in Killarney 
7,600 people lived upon holdings the 
average value of which was 6s. 10d. per 
head. In his own parish there were 600 
people living upon land the average 
valuation of which was 2s. 9d. per head. 
The condition of things which existed 
was a disgrace to the civilisation of our 
times. What were the people to do? 
If they were thrown entirely upon their 
own resources, their only chance was to 
send their sons and daughters away to 
the labour markets of the world. 
When, therefore, the children became 
of a suitable age they went away to 
endeavour to earn money to keep up 
the home. He thought it would be 
admitted that the housing of the 
people was one very important con- 
dition which had to be considered. 
Any person who had studied the social 
condition of any country must admit that 
where the conditions of housing were 
bad the nation as a whole suffered. 
In Donegal, Kerry, and Mayo in many 
cases from five to eleven persons lived in 
one room. Necessarily the most insanitary 
conditions prevailed. The young men in 
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the districts, therefore, realising that 
they could do no good in Ireland, 
and the young women also feeling the 
same thing, emigrated to America. 
The proper housing of the labourers was 
essential; if they wished to make for the 
future happiness and prosperity of these 
people they must make their houses sani- 
tary, healthy, bright, and cheerful. The 
next test he would take was the sad condi- 
tion of the peasant at the present time, and 
the number of the people in the congested 
districts who were supported out of the 
rates. Donegal supported one in fifty 
of its population; Leitrim one in fifty- 
seven ; Galway, one in fifty-two ; Mayo, 
one in fifty-eight ; Sligo, one in fifty-six ; 
and Kerry, one in forty-five. Those 
figures showed that the condition of 
poverty was worse in Kerry than any- 
where else, whilst they made abundantly 
clear that there existed a condition of very 
severe poverty throughout the country. 
Another test was that there were in the 
county of Kerry 6,400 holdings the 
total valuation of which was _ only 
£12,000, or an average valuation of 
£2.aholding. And upon those holdings 
32,000 people were striving to live. 
These figures taken with the others 
proved conclusively that there existed a 
condition of things in Irelai:d which 
called for the immediate and urgent 
attention of the Chief Secretary, and 
he hoped when the right hon. Gentle- 
man considered the urgency of the 
question he would include Kerry in the | 
scope of his operations. He regretted that | 
so little land in Kerry had been dealt with | 
by the Congested Districts Board, because 
regard to whatever land had been sold in 


{COMMONS} 








the Congested Districts Board and its 
officers had given the fullest and | 
most ample satisfaction. He was sorry | 
to say very little of the land in 
Kerry had been made available. 
The Irish Church body had a consider- 
able estate in Kerry, and for three years 
he had endeavoured to get the land 
purchased by the Congested Districts 
Board, but the Irish Church body had 
done everything in its power to prevent 
the purchase. The chief agent of the Board 
had made a valuation of the estate, and, 
upon that, made his offer, but the offer 
had been spurned. What was to be done 
with a body of that kind? Were the 





people to wait for years before something 
Mr, Thomas O’ Donnell. 
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was done for them? He trusted that 
before long such bodies, if they would 
not sell their estates voluntarily, would 
be compelled to part with them for the 
benefit of the people. With regard to 
other estates in his consitituency he had 
advised his constituents to make an offer 
to their landlords to purchase at a price 
to be fixed by the Congested Districts 
Boards. He could not understand why 
that should be considered unfair and 
unreasonable. The tenants did not ex- 
pect to be more favourably treated than 
the landlords. The tenants had no more 
votes on the Board than the landlords, 
and ought only to pay the price which 
this impartial body said was the fair 
price. Up to now the landlords had been 
disposed to sell and he hoped they would 
continue to be so disposed. But he hoped 
that one of the results from the 
Committee which was about to be ap- 
pointed would be that if a landiord 
unreasonably refused to sell to a tenant 
the Congested Districts Board should have 
power to acquire the land for the benefit of 
the tenant. With regard to the suggested 
Commission he hoped the Chief Secretary 
would understand from the cases he had 
endeavoured to submit that Kerry and the 
adjoining counties required special con- 
sideration. The conditions of Con- 
naught and Cork and Kerry were 
entirely different, because, while there 
was plenty of land in Connaught 
to relieve the congestion, in Cork 
and Kerry there was not. But there were 
other ways in which the congestion could 
be relieved, and therefore he urged the 
right hon. Gentleman, in order that this 
question might be thoroughly discussed, 
ventilated and understood, to appoint men 
on the Commission who knew the South 
of Ireland well. The conditions were 
pitiable, and those who lived among 
the people there felt that something should 
be done before the Irish race was drained 
of its best blood. 


*Mr. T. W. RUSSELL (Tyrone, 5.) 
said during the whole afternoon they had 
had asuccession of Irish representatives 
rising to tell the Committee of the state 
of despair in which the people were. 
He confessed that after he had listened to 
the case of hon. Members opposite and 
heard their reports he was almost reduced 
to a state of despair himself. But he 
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ventured to point out with regard to the 
Commission that there was already a 
Royal Commission sitting in Ireland and 
affording unbounded amusement to the 
people. No one knew why it had been 
appointed, but it was travelling through 


Ireland very pleasantly and was collecting | 


the most amazing evidence that had ever 
been collected by a Royal Commission in 
the United Kingdom. Hon. Members 
opposite had asked for a Commission and 
he was prepared to support their request, 


but he should have thought that this | 


House of Commons fresh from the con- 
stituencies, with a great Liberal majozity, 
and knowing this question as they did, 
ought to be prepared to act and not to 
inquire. They would not see the end of 
that Commission in two years. Had they 
any guarantee that this Commission would 
move quicker than its predecessors ? 
None whatever. He said, with all respect 
to hon. Members opposite, knowing as 
he did the terrible state of their con- 
stituencies and the urgent need for 
immediate and drastic remedies, it was a 
perilous enterprise upon which they 
were entering. Something had been. said 
about the difficulties. The whole ques- 
tion was full of difficulties. This was not 
the first time the matter had been 
inquired into. They had had a dozen 


Commissions within the last few years. | 


They knew the disease perfectly well. 
They knew the remedy, but they were 
thwarted in its application. The Land 
Conference recommended in 1903— 


“that counties wholly or partially under the 
operation of the Congested Districts Board or 
under districts of a similar character will 
require separate and exceptional treatment 
with a view to the better distribution of the 
population, and of the land, as well as for the 
acceleration and extension of these projects for 
migration and enlargement of holdings which 
the Congested Districts Board as at present 
constituted, and with its limited powers, has 
hitherto found it impossible to carry out on 
an adequate scale.” 


The Land Conference had the whole case 
before it. The landlords agreed with the 
tenants’ representatives that that would 
have to be done. The remedy lay there. 
Let them see how the thing was faced 
in the Land Act. Let him be just to 
the right hon. Member for Dover: he 
did make an effort to deal with it. Here 
was the clause in the Land Act which was 
to deal with this question. It would 
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show English Members how this House 
was thwarted and beaten in all its efforts 
to deal with the problem. A sub-section 
of Section 6 of the Land Act, 1903, said— 

“In the case of a congested estate as detined 

by this section, if the Land Commi-sion certify 
to the Lord-Lieutenant that the purchase and 
re-sale of the estate are desirable in view of 
the wants and circumstances of the tenants 
thereon then the Land Commission may pur- 
chase the estate for a price to be agreed upon, 
and in such case the condition in this section 
as to the re-sale without prospect of loss may 
be relaxed to such an extent as the Lord- 
Lieutenant may determine.” 
That was rather involved to English 
Members. What did it mean? It 
meant that the Land Commissioners 
were authorised by that section to 
negotiate with these landlords to pur- 
chase their estates and even to give a 
price that would involve a loss. The 
clause left the House of Commons in 
that condition. But the Bill had to go 
to the House of Lords. When it came 
back the clause read in this way— 

“In the case of a congested estate as detined 
by this section if the Land Commission with 
the consent of the owner. . . .” 

Those last were the magic words intro- 
duced in the House of Lords, and under 
that section not a congested estate had 
been bought. Why? It was perfectly 
plain. The Connaught landlords did not 
want to sell their estates to the Land 
Commission when they would only get 
the value of them. The estates would 
be inspected, their value would be 
tested, and they would only get a fair 
price. They preferred to haggle with 
these poor people, squatted on a few 
acres of bog with arrears hanging over 
their heads. They preferred to deal with 
them directly—a free bargain they called 
it. The words introduced into the 
section. by the House of Lords absolutely 
destroyed the intention of the House 
of Commons. They did not want a 
Royal Commission to tell them that. 
They knew it. If the Estates Commis- 
sioners had been given the power which 
the House of Commons intended they 
should have, many a poor cottar tenant 
would be in a fair way to earning a com- 
fortable living to-day. That was an 
example of how legislation had been 
thwarted. He had walked and driven 
over these districts. He commenced 
it twenty years ago, and he had visited 
, them every year since If any English 
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Member wanted his pulse to beat a little 
more quickly he strongly advised him 
to take a holiday during the recess in 
county Mayo or county Galway. Let him 
go to Lord Clanricarde’s estate, whose only 
amusement now was to evict his tenants. 
If Members wanted to realise what the 
west of Ireland was let them go to 
county Galway or county Mayo, and it 
would not take a Royal Commission to 
convince them. He hoped hon. Gentle- 
men below the gangway opposite would 
get some guarantees about this Com- 
mission. These poor people could not 
afford to wait. Sir Horace Plunkett’s 
Department could wait till the crack of 
doom for all that the Irish people cared. 
These people could not afford to wait ; 
they were in imminent peril every day. 
Ee hoped his hon. friends would have a 
guarantee of a two-fold kind in regard to 
the Commission for which they were 
asking. He hoped they would have a 
time limit on the proceedings. What 
about the personnel of that Commis- 
sion? They had one lesson already 
in the Commission which was now 
sitting. So far as this question was con- 
cerned the men in Ireland with know- 


ledge of the subject long ago made up | 


their minds, and they had not an open 
mind to give to any Commission. There 
was not a man in the whole of Ireland 
who had given his attention to this 
terrible problem whose mind was not 
closed, and who did not know that the 
remedy was quite clear. There must be 
a re-settlement of Connaught. That was 
what was wanted. If these men were 
shut out they must take men with no 
knowledge. Did they think those men 
coming fresh to the question would be 
able to report in six months so as_ to 
deal effectively with the problem ? 
Those were the dangers and the diffi- 
culties he saw. After the famine 
tens of thousands of people were cleared 
off the land. Fifty years ago around 
Ballinasloe there were crowds of 
people where there was now absolute 
silence. Those who did not die or emi- 
grate were driven on to the bogs—on to 
those miserable patches, which were called 
uneconomic holdings, or they were 
driven‘up the mountains where it was 
almost impossible to cultivate the land. 


It was very easy to do that because the | 


Mr. T. W. Russell. 
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Government of the day stood behind 
the evictors 
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Mr. KILBRIDE (Kildare, §.) : They 
stand behind Lord Clanricarde to-day. 


*Mr. T. W. RUSSELL said the people 
could be cleared off in thousands then, but 
it is not so easy to put them back. If 
the Act of 1903 had been allowed fair play 
the Estates Commissioners would have 
done their best, and would have succeeded 
in doing a great deal to settle the pro- 
blem. He confessed the Chief Secretary 
had almost driven him to despair upon 
this land question. He had no doubt 
the right hon. Gentleman had as kindly 
a heart and as kindly feelings towards 
these people as he himself had, but he 
was bound to say that the right hon. 
Gentleman’s Answers to Questions rather 
sent him into a_ despairing mood. 
Yesterday he told them that nothing 
could be done on Lord Clanricarde’s 
estate for the tenants where they were 
being sued for half a year’s rent, and 
what happened? This was the cruel 
irony of the situation. Those who knew 
that estate were thankful for the era of 
peace it had enjoyed recently, but look- 
ing back ten or fifteen years they would 
recollect the state of things that existed 
at that time. The landlord held the 
whole peace of that province practically 
in his own hands. This landlord did 
not live in Ireland, and boasted that 
he had not been there for a number 
of years except on one occasion, and 
that was to attend his father’s funeral. 
The case was so bad and_ hopeless 
that he was sure the proposal to 
grant a Royal Commission was only 
a counsel of despair. Unless they 
could guarantee that the Commission 
would act promptly and in time for 
legislation next session, and also that 
it should be composed of impartial 
persons and not Irish landlords, the 
latter end of these poor people on the 
mountain side would be worse than it 
was now. All the facts were known and 
everything was clear, and there was no 
difficulty about the matter which this 
House would not be glad to surmount. 
He believed if the Chief Secretary cour- 
ageously introduced a Bill next session 
giving the Congested Districts Board 
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the power of compulsory purchase and | 
telling the other House of Parliament) 


that they considered the comfort of the 
people was far more important than 
their land was to them—if the right hon. 
Gentleman would only take his courage 
in both hands, and face this problem, 
he thought the Liberal Party and a 
good deal of what was best in the Land- 
lord Party would be found ready to 
support him. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 
E.) said they had had bitter experience 
in the past of Royal Commissions, 
and the delay which had ensued in 
consequence of them. They had an 
example in the Royal Commission 
established to inquire into the financial 
relations of Ireland and Great Britain, 
which, after a great number of years 
of exhaustive inquiry, reported, and 
absolutely nothing had been done in 
regard to its Report. The whole history 
of Ireland was strewn with Royal Com- 
missions, and he thought the hon. Mem- 
ber for South Tyrone knew this suffi- 
ciently well clearly to understand that 
no Nationalist Member would be in 
favour of a Roval Commission on the 
lines of former Commissions to be used 
simply as a means and an excuse for post- 
ponement and delay. No such Commis- 
sion could possibly be demanded by hon. 
Gentlemen sitting on the Irish Ben- 
ches. The Nationalist Party had just as 
bitter an experience of Royal Commis- 
sions as the hon. Member for South 
Tyrone, and they had just as lively a 
sense of the uses to which they had been 
put by successive British Governments. 
But that was not what the hon. Mem- 


ber for North Mayo and others desired. | 


The situation in Connaught was perfectly 
well understood by the Irish people, 
and byAthe hon. Member for South 
Tyrone, and in fact by every Irish repre- 
sentative. They had not the slightest 
doubt as to what the remedy ought to 
be, and if they had a Government of 
their own in Ireland there would not be 


the slightest hesitation in dealing im- 


mediately with the grievance and apply- 
ing the proper remedy. Unfortunately 


they had to deal with the Members of , 
| tenant farmers, and nobody recognised 


this House who were the sole authority 
and their last resort, and under those) 
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proposition that for the information of 
the new Members of this House—who, 
with all their sympathy towards Ire- 
land could have but a limited amount 
of information in regard to Irish ques- 
tions—there should be collected for 
their use and information within the next 
few months, in a correct and convincing 
and convenient form, all the facts and 
figures in reference to the state of affairs 
in the west of Ireland. The hon. Mem- 
ber for South Tyrone had invited hon. 
Members who wished to obtain infor- 
mation to visit Connaught during the 
recess. He only wished that they would 
do so, because he was sure the result 
would be highly beneficial to Ireland, 
and highly satisfactory to hon. Mem- 
bers themselves. But it was im- 
possible for any such invitation to 
be accepted, and they could not ex- 
pect hon. Gentlemen who had come 
fresh to Irish questions and _poli- 
tices in this House to be acquainted 
with those terrible things of which 
every Irish Member was _ convinced. 
They could, however, ask the right 
hon. Gentleman and the Irish Gov- 
ernment, whilst giving an undertaking 
that there should be nothing in the shape 
of unnecessary delay, to appoint certainly 
not Irish landlords or men who were 
prejudiced, but a body of independent, 
competent,upright gentlemen in whom the 
public at large would have every con- 
fidence, and request them without delay, 
and with all the advice and assistance 
which the Irish people would give them, to 
go to thosedistricts which were particularly 
affected, get the information, put it into 
convenient form, and by the time Parlia- 
ment met next session have it ready, so 
that they might go to the Government 
and say, ‘“‘ Here is a statement about 
which there is no doubt, because it is 
reported on by this Commission, com- 
posed of gentlemen in whom you have 
confidence, and it is a condition of affairs 
which we believe you will lose no time 
That was 
the position which they took up with 
reference to the Royal Commission, and 
it was a reasonable one. The hon. 
Member for South Tyrone had worked 
hard and long and brilliantly for the Irish 


that more than the Irish Members. 


circumstances he thought it was a fair | But he would not deny that before he 
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gave the Irish cause that assistance the | parts of Ireland, should be given for the 
hon. Member for East Mayo fought! relief of the people in the congested 
strenuously for the Irish tenants and | districts. If that was done, there would 
suffered in their cause. Therefore they | be a satisfactory settlement of the ques- 
were the last men to be blind to the | tion. English Members could have no 
danger of a long-delayed Report, but | possible idea of the state of affairs in Ire- 
they were asking for something intensely |!and unless they carefully inquired. It 
practical that would be of the utmost | had no parallel in the world. The soil 
assistance to the Chief Secretary and the | as fertile in the last degree, it was well 


Government in dealing with this question, | Watered, and the country was favoured by 





That was the view which he took, and he 
thought it was the view taken by Irish 
Members generally. He would be some- 
what disappointed if it was not also the 
view which would be expressed by the 


hon. Member for East Mayo, and others | 
who were regarded as the leaders of the | 


Irish Party. Probably some hon. Mem- 
bers might think he had no claim to 
interfere in this debate in view of the 
fact that he himself did not represent 
one of the congested districts. 
mistake to imagine that this question of 
congestion in Ireland was confined to 
the scheduled districts. The Member 
for Kerry, and other hon. Gentlemen 
representing districts outside Connaught, 
could speak with equal certainty of the 
necessity for the relief of congestion in 
their own constituencies. He repre- 
sented the county of Clare which was 
not, but in many districts it ought 
to be, scheduled as congested, At any 
rate, he knew that there were hundreds 
and thousands of holdings in that 
county, as well as in Kerry and elsewhere, 


which were uneconomic and where the | 
people were living in a state of con- | 
gestion under which there was absolute | 


necessity for the enlargement of their 
holdings by the breaking up of grass 
lands. He appealed with great respect 
and confidence to the Chief Secretary, 
because he felt convinced that he intended 
if he could to solve those problems which 
he went to Ireland to investigate; and 
if he did not solve them he was 


sure that it would not be due to any) 


fault on his part. He hoped that 
nothing would occur to alter 
feeling towards the right hon. Gentle- 
man. He appealed to him to give in- 
structions to the Commission to inquire 
not only in what were called the congested 
districts, but wherever there might be 
congestion throughout the land. He 


asked that the large tracts of untenanted 


land, whether in Connaught or other | 


Mr. William Redmond. 


It was a | 


that | 


| nature in every way ; and, yet, what did 
they find? They found districts where 
_ there was more misery and squalor, more 
want, privation, and hunger, than in any 
| other part of the world. The people were 
living in houses worse than pig styes, and 
side by side with those wretched, over- 
| crowded, insanitary districts, they found 
large tracts of the most fertile land, where 
/one might travel hour after hour, and 
mile after mile, without seeing the slight- 
est vestige of humanity. These tracts 
were as devoid of human beings as the 
wildest prairie in America, or the most 
lonely stretch of bush in Australia, while 
here and there were marks of where 
human beings had lived not so many 
years ago—the broken gables and the 
ruined walls of the little homesteads of 
the people in days gone by, showing that, 
if allowed, people could live there again. 
Were Irishmen unreasonable if they came 
to this House and asked that the men 
whose ancestors had been driven from 
these most fertile tracts should be given 
an opportunity by fair and reasonable 
government to cultivate the land? Was 
not the state of affairs in Ireland the 
most heartbreaking and miserable thing 
that could confront any public man? 
| Week after week, and month after month, 
the flower of the Irish race, the bone and 
sinew of the people, the youngest and 
brightest, physically and_ intellectually, 
were going to America. Why! To 
look for land to live upon. They were 
going across the broad Pacific to New 
Zealand and to the backwoods of 
Australia for the same reason; and all 
the time their native country, with a 
soil far richer than that of any other 
country in the world, was in some parts 
as destitute of human beings as any 
part of Canada, the United States, 
'or Australia. In God’s name he ap- 
'pealed to the Chief Secretary not 
‘to allow any influence to dally with 
this question. He appealed to him to 
recognise that what was wanted in Ire- 
land was a readjustment which would 
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enable the people to go back to the 
land and live upon the soil. That would 
bea relief to Ireland ; and would it not be 
an untold relief to England? What con- 
solation could English Members draw from 
the fact that last month and the month 
before something like 12,000 or 15,000 
young Irishmen “and women went away 
from their country? The continuance 
of the present state of affairs in Ireland 
was a constant danger 
England. The representatives of Ireland 
sympathised with the British people when 
in this House reforms were sought for the 
amelioration of their condition ; : but every 


and menace to | 
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| 
| 





week, every month, every year, they | 
| but indignant in appealing that in justice 
and in reason there should be no delay in 


were found pleading in the same way 
that something should be done for Ireland. 
If the Commission to be appointed was 
properly worked, and if it reported 
promptly, evidence would be given that 
the Irish people had a real grievance : 


and necessary for their country, “and 
something which, when accomplished, 
would be a welcome relief and benefit to 
the British people as well. 
of Ireland said that nothing 
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compulsorily acquired for the benefit of 
the public at large anything had been 
done contrary to justice or repugnant to 
the British constitution. Those things 
had been done, and splendid results had 
followed. There was nothing to be 
frightened at in compulsion. There were 
in the county of Clare fifty years ago 
260,000 people, no doubt, in many cases, 
poor, but fairly happy. Now there were 
barely 100,000 people. Every year a 
proportion of the young men and women 
of Clare emigrated, and how could he be 
otherwise than indignant at the conditions 


| which caused this horrible and unprece- 


dented depopulation ? How could he be 


removing one of the greatest grievances 
that existed in any of the regions pre- 
sided over by the King at the present 


| moment ? 
that in asking that they should be given | 
an opportunity of living on the land | they | 
were asking something which was good | 


The people | 
effective | 


would be done unless compulsory powers | 


to acquire land were granted. He did 
not deny that there were landlords 
who were willing to come forward and 
assist in the settlement of the land 
question under the Act of 1903, but 
there were others, like Lord Clanri- 
carde, who could not be moved. He did 
not know their motive. Goodness knew 
how it was that they stood out from 
their fellows and insisted on getting their 
full pound of flesh under the letter of the 
law. It did no good to England, and it 
was a cause of misery, and sometimes 
bloodshed, in Ireland. For those men 
who would not act fairly there must be 
compulsion, and sooner or later it would 
come. Why should it be 
Last year he spent several months in 
Australia and New Zealand inquiring 
into the condition of affairs there. They 
had in many places there a system of 
compulsion under which lands were 
broken up and the people were put on the 
soil, reasonably-sized farms were es- 
tablished, and there was more progress, 
prosperity, and contentment in those 
portions of the Empire than in any 
other part of the world. No man out 
there would say that when land was 


delayed ? | 


_ longer, 


| 


THe CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Bryce, Aberdeen, 8.) said 
that no one who knew the state of 
Ireland would consider that Irish 
Members had done unwisely in de- 
voting the better part of that Parliamen- 
tary day to the discussion of this question. 
There was no subject which was more 
acute, none with which legislation and 
administration had _ been _ struggling 
and none which it was more 
important should be approached in a 
practical spirit. He would not occupy 
time by explaining either the political or 
the economic forces which had produced 
what was called congestion in many parts 
of Ireland. This state of things had 
continued so long that it was a painful 
fact that the physical and intellectual 
character of the people had been affected 
by it. To him that was the saddest part 
of the whole matter. It was the part 
which was the hardest to cure, and it was 
the most ditticult part of the problem for 
this reason also, that even when, they 
brought about better economic condi- 


| tions they could not at once have a genera- 





tion of people who were fit to profit from 


the better economic condition created. 
Therefore, though much had been done 
within the last twenty-five or thirty 


years, they must not be surprised if 
the results had not altogether answered 
their hopes. But, above all, they 
must hope that that apathy, that 
want of hopefulness and vigour which 
had been the result of living under those 
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deplorable conditions, would by degrees 
pass away in the new condition. What, 
substantially, was the problem with which 
they had to deal in the congested dis- 
tricts 7 
were living upon land which lay in most 
cases along the seaboard—and in most 
cases it was very poor land, consisting 
almost entirely of bog and stone, land 
which the poor people tried to render 
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valuable by carrying little patches of | 


earth to improve it. It was artificial 
land which had actually been created on 
the western coast of Ireland. They 
might see along parts of the coast of 
Connemara and the west of Galway, 


places made up of holdings not exceeding | 


two or three or four acres. But it was 
also by some tragic fatality in the very 
places where the holdings were smallest 
that the land was worst, and therefore 
to describe the size of the holdings was 
not to convey any adequate impression of 
the capacity of the holdings. Life could 
not have been supported at all in many 
of those places upon what the land gave 
—not even with all that patient industry 
which the people had given to en- 
deavouring to improve their property. 
They had improved it. The people 
lived mainly —not on the barren land, 
but on the produce of the wages 
which their sons and their daughters 
earned when they went to work in Scot- 
Jand. He had seen whole country sides in 
Ireland which lived almost entirely on 
what was brought home from three or 
four months work in Scotland. And 
there were other parts in the south where 
the people in the same way went to work 
in South Wales and brought home money 
from the mining districts there. But 
for that assistance the rent could not 
be paid. Rent in a great many parts 
of Ireland bore no analogy to those 
doctrines of economics of which they 
read- at college. He would like to 
echo’ the request made by 
frish Members, that English 
bers should spend part of their 
Po ge in visiting some of these places 
anc 


famous in legend and history. On the 
coast of Galway people were living 


entirely off fishing, and obtained practi- 
cally no living off the land. Fortunately 
a sort of terrestrial providence had ap- 
peared off those islands in the shape of 
the Congested Districts Board, and as 
criticisms had been passed on the 


Mr. Br ‘yce. 
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A very large part of the people | 


several | 


Mem- | 


islands in the West of Ireland, | 
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{action of the Board, he would like to 
|ask hon. Members if they found them- 
selves in one of the most beautiful parts 
of that kingdom—Clew Bay—to make a 
voyage out to Clare Island and see what 
had heen done by the Congested Districts 
Board there. There were three ways 
in which the problem of congestion 
could be dealt with. The first was by 
enlarging the holdings. The only way 
they could do that was by taking a 
large number of people to inhabit some 
of them. Secondly, to do that they 
must have migration, and to migrate 
people from the congested areas to 
other areas they must acquire other land, 
That had been the purpose of the Con- 
gested Districts Board. The third was 
to start other industries, and to give 
the people other ways of living than 
that which the soil alone afforded. 
That had been done with considerable 
success in some districts. Nothing was 
more hopeful in the state of Ireland 
than the improvement in the fisheries 
of late. He had seen in proof part 
of the Report for the present year, 
and hon. Members would find when they 
obtained it—as he trusted they would 
before the end of July—a good many 
interesting and even encouraging facts. 
They had done a great deal to diminish 
congestion. In many cases they had re- 
arranged the holdings. That was a 
much more difficult matter than it might 
appear, because it would constantly 
happen that a tenant who had a hold: 
ing of perhaps only six or seven 
acres, would have it scattered over 
fifteen or twenty different pieces of 
ground, and the first thing that had to 
be done was to take the whole tract of 
perhaps thirty or forty or fifty or sixty 
acres, which was covered with those petty 
hits of ground into which the holding had 
been divided, and to bring them together, 
to induce the tenants to have the land 
—scattered as it was in that form — 
and then to have some little attempt 
at draining and making paths and 
access between the patches. That was 
a slow process, and one of considerable 
difficulty. It was a process which 
wanted a good deal of tact, in order to 
| persuade tenants to accept the re-arrange- 
/ment which the Congested Districts 
Board made for them, and that was one 
of the causes of the delay which 
had inevitably arisen in the operations 
of the Board. Now that had been 
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done, cottages had been improved, 
and in some cases new _ cottages 
had been built. Plans had been sup- 
plied for those cottages, and the 


tenants had been encouraged to build 
them themselves. Material had been 
supplied to them in many cases by the 
Board. The Board had a steamboat 
which brought cargoes of what was needed | 
by the people, especially i in the islands— 
cargoes of wood to make certain of their 
imple ments connected with fishing ; and 
which took their cattle ashore at the 
time of the fairs, in order that they might 
be sold, and which also in many ways 
was able to do for the people—especially 
of the islands—things which they could 
never have done for themselves. Of course | 
it was essential in order to relieve con- | 
gestion that they should be able to} 
migrate tenants. That was attended | 
with considerable difficulty because a good | 
many were not willing to migrate. It | 
was a serious thing to ask a man to go | 
thirty miles away from his own place. He | 
might be told that they went to America. 
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| for the mackerel, 
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duce of the herring fishing, and that was 
an industry which had been almost en- 
tirely developed by the exertions of the 
Board. In some parts of Cork and Kerry 
the fisheries, chiefly mackerel, had been 
very much aided, partly by the Board 
and partly by the Department of Agri- 


‘culture, Fisheries and Technical Instruc- 


tion. Instructors had been sent down 
and efforts had been made to find markets 
which efforts in some 
extremely successful. 
He had been along the coasts during the 
last two vacations and had found every- 
where a more hopeful feeling among fisher- 
men, and the prospect that this industry 
would continue to yield excellent results. 
Then they might take lace. There were 
places in Ireland where the value of the 
lace and crochet work sold was greater 
than all the rents paid in the district. 
The total value of lace made last year 
exceeded £21,600, and that was besides 
that which was disposed of by private 
agents, not known to the Board. He 


quarters had been 


wished to pay a tribute to what had 


That was true, but they were taken there | been done not only by the Congested 
by their friends ; and besides, America had | Districts Board, but also by the Estates 


| 
been re presented 


wages were to be got, and a great many | 
rents in Ireland could never have been | 
paid, and a great many people could never | 
have subsisted if it had not been} 
for what they got from friends in America. 
Therefore, migration from one part of | 
Ireland to another was less attractive 
than going from Ireland to America. 
Then, again, what was the use of taking a 
and down 


tenant planting him in 
another part of the country, forty 
or fifty miles from his old home, 
if they could not give him a_ house, 


a little stock, some tools, and little 
capital? All these things the Board had 
to consider, and for that they required 
money. Then they must endeavour to 
secure the most promising people. They 
could not take the first man who offered 
himself. They must endeavour to search 
about. All these things, however, the 
Board had been trying to do, and they 
had done it, he thought—if with less 
success than was desired or expected, still 
ithad conferred a great benefit on large 
classes of the people. A great deal also 
had been done in the development of the 
fishing and other industries. Within the 
last few years an immense fishing industry 
had sprung up in Donegal. Last year he 
thought more than £61,000 was the pro- 


as a place where high | Commissioners. 





The Estates Commis- 
sioners had powers different from 
those of the Congested Districts Board 
in settling tenants upon estates, and in 
many cases they had succeeded in buy- 


| ing untenanted grazing lands and settling 


tenants on them. He gathered from 
what he heard, that in cases in which 
they had done this the results had been 
excellent. He believed that there were 
places where a whole countryside had 
now been settled by a_ population. 
Formerly that land was used for grazing, 
and industry, peace and harmony had been 
introduced where formerly there were 
solitude, destitution and disorder. The 
Estates Commissioners had done a great 
deal of excellent work in that way, and if 
he had time he would like to read papers he 
had on the subject, showing the admirable 
work that had been done. It was most 
encouraging to go among these tenants 
and see the new spirit of hope and help- 
fulness which prevailed. The Estates 
Commissioners had purchased ?5,500 acres 
of these untenanted lands in Galway and 
Mayo, they had created 220 new holdings, 
and enlarged 1,300 holdings. He might 
be told that this was paternal government. 
Well, it was in a way, but when people 
had been subjected to adverse and un- 
wholesome conditions for almost two 
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centuries, how could they be expected to 
stand alone at once, any more than they 
could expect people who had been kept 
in a dark dungeon and chained to the 
floor to stand erect under the sun when 
they were suddenly brought out. All 


{COMMONS} 
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| would find themselves comparative stran- 
| gers in Connaught or other counties, and 
| that was one of the reasons why so much 
could not be done for these people as 
might at first sight appear possible. The 
| Board had, however, done what they could 


the paternal work of the Estates Commis- for the friends of the hon. Members in 


sioners and the Congested Districts Board 
was being amply justified, and he hoped 
it would be continued. He must deal very 
shortly with some of the complaints 
which had been made against the action 
of the Board. He gladly admitted that 


the general tone of the discussion had _ 


been in no way unfair or unkind, Every 


| Kerry and Cork. The best thing they 
‘could do for them was to help them to 
improve their land and to get more out 


‘of it and to develop their industry. 


/could be done. 


speaker had recognised—it was impossible | 


not to recognise—the public spirit, the 


zeal, and the sympathy present in the | 


minds of the Board ; and those who knew 
something of the men who composed the 
Congested Districts Board would know 


that there were no better men to be had | 


in Ireland for the work than some of 
those men, and none with more desire 
to help their fellow-countrymen. There 
had been comparatively slow progress in 
the purchase and re-sale of estates, but 
that was partly due to the fact that 
the Board had had to make a great many 
experiments. It had been a great dea! 
hampered by some provisions of the Act 
which called it into being. The Board 
had power to buy land, but it had no 
power to settle upon the land any tenants 
except those who came from congested 
areas, and the definition of a congested 
area was somewhat artificial. Speaking 


rapid rate. 


broadly, the definition of a congested | 
area was by no means one that met | 


the whole problem of congestion. 
There were a good many districts where 
real congestion existed, which did not 
come within the operation of the Board, 
and thus they were either left untouched, 
or to such assistance as the Board of 
Agriculture could give them. 
Member for West Kerry had complained 
with regard to the small services that the 
Board had rendered to Kerry and Cork as 
compared with certain other districts. He 
was not surprised to hear that from him, 
nor was he surprised to hear it from 
Members from Cork. It was true that the 
Soard had done comparatively little for 
those counties. The fact was that there was 
practically no untenanted land available in 
Cork or Kerry. That applied also to Done- 


He that in this case that 

Sut the hon. Member 
must not suppose for a moment that the 
Board were not aware of what they owed 
to Cork and Kerry ; they were anxious to 
do all they could in both those districts, 
but it was not quite so easy to apply the 
same remedy as that which they had begun 
to apply in Mayo and Galway. The 
hon. Member for West Mayo had raised 
a question about the purchase of land. 
He was satisfied that the Board had 


believed 


'done the best they could for the district 


which the hon. Member represented, and 


that they had made most judicious pur- 


chases and arrangements. The hon. 
Member had also raised a question with 


|regard to demesne lands in the county. 
| There were a great many difficult cases 
with regard to title, and the staff in the 


| the work. 


office of the Estates Commissioners had 
not been large enough to grapple with 
He hoped, however, that 
as the result of steps which had been 
taken, the work would proceed at a more 
The hon. Member had also 
asked him to give instructions to Judge 
Ross to sell certain land forthwith. He 
(Mr. Bryce) thought the hon. Member 


‘for West Mayo did not understand the 


‘something quite beyond his power. 


conditions which prevailed. If he did, he 
would see that he was asking him to do 
As to 


'the De Freyne estate, the Congested 


The hon. | 


Districts Board were not in the position of 
owners but of trustees, and they might be 
called upon to account for everything they 
did. They were therefore obliged to take 
proceedings for the recovery of more than 
they intended to exact from the tenant, 
but they did not intend to exact more 
than the rent admittedly due. The hon. 
Member must not therefore suppose that 


|the Board intended to act unfairly in 


gal, If the Board removed people from | 


these districts to other parts of Ireland, 


further difficulties would arise. The people | 


Mr. Bryce. 


any way. 


Mr. HAYDEN said the people were 
very poor, and a few shillings was a 
consideration to them. 
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Mr. BRYCE said he was informed by | they would injure the cause of Ireland by 


his right hon. friend who was a high 
authority upon this subject, that it would 
not be legal for them to receive rent only 
for the last year. As to the question of 
costs he hoped the Board would consider 
the subject, and that some relief might be 
given. The hon. Member had also men- 
tioned the case of a sale in the county of 
Roscommon, where property was bought in 
because the Board would not buy it. 
The owner there afterwards sold to a 
private buyer at a lower price than he 
would take from the Board. The owner 
thought because he had the Board to 
deal with that he could make them pay 
what he liked, but the Board rightly 
resisted the attempt, considering that it 
was not right for them to give the land- 
lord more than his land was worth. The 
hon. Member for South Galway had men- 
tioned the case of some property in Galway 
where he said there had been a sale made 
to the Board of Agriculture, and after- 
wards to the Estates Commissioners, He 
(Mr. Bryce) was informed that there was 
no sale to the Estates Commissioners. 
Part of the property was sold to the 
Department of Agriculture, and that was 
required for the purposes of experiments 
with model farms, and the Department 
had also to provide a place to keep bulls, 


and other stock for the benefit 
of neighbouring tenants. He thought 
the sale was perfectly justified. As re- 


garded Mount Shannon he would direct 
the attention of the Board and the Estates 
Commissioners to the question of acquiring 
grazing ground in that direction. The 
Commissioners were always anxious to use 
their powers when they could to acquire 
land with a view to settling tenants. He 
was sorry tohear thehon. Membersay that 
he would go down and endeavour to make 
it hot forthem. That was not the way in 
which these cases ought to be dealt with, 
when they had the machinery to deal with 
them in a legal way. 


Mr. DUFFY asked what was to be done 
when they had notice that in the West 
of Ireland the Estates Commissioners 
sanctioned sales to men already in 
possession of large grass farms of hundreds 
of acres and the Government did not 
interfere. 


Mr. BRYCE said that whatever they 
did they were not to use violence, because 


| doing so. 

Mr. DUFFY said he never used 
violence. 

Mr. BRYCE was glad to hear that. 


The hon. Member knew that the Estates 
Commissioners were extremely anxious to 
get all the land they could for division 
among tenants. That brought him to 
another question of great importance, 
to which several Members had referred. 
There was a suggestion that a sort of plan 
of campaign was in operation by 
certain landlords in the West of Ireland 
to take advantage of the advantageous 
terms offered -by the Land Purchase Act 
to sell their estates by auction, to create 
tenants, and then to get these tenants to 
buy through the medium of the land 
purchase machinery, and in that way get a 
bonus for themselves. That had been 
attempted in a few cases, but he was glad 
to say that the attention of the Commis- 
sioners was very soon called to the matter, 
which was what he should call an 
improper attempt to use the Land Act for 
purposes for which it was never intended, 
and which it would’ have _ been 
necessary to stop by legislation if the Com- 
missioners had not found themselves in a 
position to stop it by administrative 


action. The Commissioners were doing 
their best in the matter and they 
had the means to prevent the Land Act 
being used in this way. Speaking 


generally, he would say that when they 
considered how many ditticulties the Board 
had had to confront, how little experience 
there was when the Board started out, they 
had done a great deal of excellent work, and 
he did not think they deserved anything 
but recognition on the part of those whom 
they tried to serve. At the same time 
he admitted that there were features 
about the Act which established the 
Board, and administrative features of the 
Board’s action, which deserved to be 
carefully studied, and before any request 
was made to him for consideration of the 
whole action of the Board, he was coming 
to the conclusion that the time was 
approaching when it would be necessary 
to see whether something could not be 
done to arm the Board with further 
powers, to strengthen the Acts under 
which it proceeded, and to enable it 
to be more useful to the country. 
He had done what little he could 
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to see tke districts in which it oper- 
ated and to endeavour to understand 
the difficulties in its way. Those diffi- 
culties were great. The funds -at the 
disposal of the Board did not seem to be 
sufficient for the discharge of the functions 
which Parliament had imposed on it. 
The other ditticulties related to migration 
and the acquisition of land. He agreed 
with the hon. Member for East Clare 
that the country possessed nothing like 
complete statistics, figures, or data with 
regard to congestion. They ought to 
know the area and the population, and 
whether there were districts not now 
scheduled which ought to be scheduled. 
They wanted to know also how much 
more population there was in the con- 
gested areas than those areas could 
support; where the untenanted land 
existed; and on all these points he 
thought the information they possessed 


{COMMONS} 


was very far from satisfactory, and he | 


could not in the least degree agree with the 


hon. Member for South Tyrone that they | 


had all the information they needed upon 
these points. Probably he knew all he 


wanted to know, and probably a large | 


number of Irish Members knew all they 
had need to know, but English 
Members and the general public did 
not know, and when they came to 
legislation he wanted to have the support 
of British public opinion in order to deal 
with these problems. They wanted 
therefore more complete information, 
statistically and economically, with refer- 
ence to the exact state of the country. 
They also wanted to know the result in a 
summarised tabulated form of all the 
experiments which had been so far made, 
and especially of the migration and the 
subsidising of industries. If they were 
to have a Board with greater powers 
in the future, and if they were to 
have the work the Board was doing 
in these districts done in others by 
another Board, much more complete 
information than they possessed would be 
required with regard to what had already 
been done and with regard to the lines that 
should be followed in the future. There- 
fore, he entirely concurred in the views 
put forward by the hon. Member who 
opened this discussion that there was a 
complete case made out for an inquiry, 
But he was disposed to go further. 
did not think it worth while endeavouring 
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it asa whole. No doubt by far the largest 
portion of the areas congested were those 
which came under the present management 
of the Board, but there were other areas 
and areas which they might not call in the 
strictest sense congested where limits 
similar to those of the congested districts 
should be applied. They had at present 
three authorities dealing with this matter 
—the Congested Districts Board, the 
Board of Agriculture, and in a certain 
sense the Estates Commissioners. They 
felt it was a sort of patchwork to a 
large extent, where at one point the 
Kstates Commissioners slipped in and 
the Congested Districts Board slipped out, 
Taking all these things together he had 
come to the conclusion that it was ex- 
tremely important that they should have 
an inquiry into the whole subject. The 
importance was even greater when they 
considered what was being done under 
the present Act. They were creating 
tenants who would become owners, and 
who were paying annuities for their land. 
It was suggested in some quarters that 
they were paying too much and that the 
investment they were making was not 
perfectly secure. If that were the 
vase it was all the more important 
that they should throw any light they 
could upon the question by investigation, 
He might therefore say that His Majesty's 
Government had come to the conclusion 
that an inquiry into the problem of con- 
gestion in Ireland would be a very proper 
and seasonable inquiry, that it should 
be directed to the problem of con- 
gestion as a whole and be conducted 
by a Royal Commission, He heartily 
echoed the opinion expressed by hon. 


'Members that the Commission ought 


He | 


not to be in any sense partisan, but should 
be one which would inspire confidence. 
It was not altogether easy, however, 
in a country so much divided by political 
Parties as Great Britain, to find people 
with absolutely open and dispassionate 
minds, and all he could say was that he 
would to do his best to find people 
who would inspire confidence. He 
thought the Committee would feel that it 
was necessary to have confidence all round. 
They must have a Commission which 
would inspire the confidence, not only of 
those for whom hon. Members had spoken, 
but also of those whose interests might 
be supposed to be adverse, and also of 


to grapple with the problem of congestion | the large body of opinion both in 
here and there ; they should grapple with ' Great Britain and Ireland and of the two 


Mr. Br yce. 
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Houses of Parliament whose concurrence 
was necessary for the passing of legisla- 
tion. The composition of the Commission 
was therefore of the utmost importance, 
and the Government would give to it the 
most careful consideration. He might tell 
the Committee that he thought the refer- 
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ence ought to be wide and comprehensive, 


and he hoped the matter would not be 
one of political or economic controversy. 
He cherished the hope that there was 


; Mee 
°TO ) ) eiand a fee ¥Y amones 
growing up in Ireland a feeling amongst 


landlords and tenants that this question 
had got to be settled, and that the sooner 
it was settled the better. He thought 
they might rely upon that sentiment, and 
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now favoured with these conditions. He 
hoped they would last, and he ventured 
to say to hon. Members that they could 
do nothing more to help a Government 
which earnestly desired to help them 
than hy endeavouring to help to preserve 
in Ireland that peace and tranquility which 
would make it far easier to pass and to 
carry the legislation which they 
hoped to introduce, 
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ori 


Mr. WILLIAM O’BRIEN (Cork) said 
the Chief Secretarv had made an impor- 
tant and interesting statement, and he for 


| one would be very slow indeed to throw 


that it might be possible to find | 
men from both sides who, on the one 


hand, would not endeavour to press for 
measures which would excite strong 
opposition on either side, and, on the 
other, would admit that the so-called 
sacred rights of property must give 
way to the general public convenience 
and necessity. That was their hope. 
In any legislation that might follow 
and of course it was the hope and 
wish of the Government that legisla- 
tion should follow—their desire would be 
to find a settlement. He did not know 
how long the inquiry would take, but the 
Committee might take it that when they 
appointed a Commission they meant 
business. He would fain express the hope 
that they would have support from all 
classes, and that those who would have 
to administer any legislation passed 
would have support, in the first place, 
from the people themselves by their 
endeavour to facilitate the Commission 
that was appointed, and, as he thought 
the tenants generally did, to put 
a little trust in the Board and to believe 
that they were acting for the benefit of 
the tenants themselves. In the second 
place, he hoped they would have support 
from the public spirit of the landlords, and 
there were many landlords who felt 
that they must recognise that the social 
order and peace of Ireland were involved 
in the settlement of this question, and 
that they must endeavour to facilitate 
legislation. Lastly, be boped they would 
have the support of the leaders of the 
people whether they were lay or ecclesi 
astical—that they would feel that, if 


this question was to be settled soon | 


and finally, it was of the utmost 

Importance it should be settled in times 

of peace and tranquility. ‘They were 
VOL. CLIX. [Fourrn Serizs.] 


cold water upon any proposal that might 
come from the right hon. Gentleman in the 
difticult, position in which he was some- 
times placed. He quite agreed with the 
hon. Member for South Tyrone as to the 
history of Royal Commissions in general 
in [reland. But whatever might be the 
upshot of the Royal Commission that was 
now announced nothing could be worse 
than the stagnation in which this great 
question of the redistribution of the land 


to the population of Connaught had 
lain for the past two years. On the 
whole his belief in Royal Commis- 
sions was as little as that of the hon. 


Member for South Tyrone. Neverthe- 
less, under all the circumstances, he for 
one was quite willing to believe that 
this Commission, inspired as it was by 
the present Chief Secretary, might by 
some possibility prove to be the 
exception. The whole thing would 
depend absolutely upon its personnel, 
He had some hope, and — even 
a certain amount of confidence, that 
the Commission would be so composed 
as to give to their recommendations a 
weight which would ensure their being 
respected. In his opinion the remedy 
for the heart-breaking state of things in 
the West of Ireland was to be found in 
quite a different direction from anything 
that had been said; but he did not 
wish to press his own views too much at 
this moment. He entirely understood 
the able defence that the Chief Secretary 
had made of the Congested Districts 
Board. He entirely agreed with the 
high eulogium of the character of the 
persons who composed that Board, but, 
whatever servicesthey might haverendered 
and undoubtedly did render upon a 
half dozen or so estates, and giving 
them every credit for their splendid 
intentions and publ spirit, he for one 
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was absolutely convinced from his experi- 


ence of the West of Ireland that their | 


function, so far as the land was con- 
cerned, was a completely obsolete one and 
that the money might as well have been 


thrown into the bog so far as a great | 


and far-reaching settlement was con- 
cerned. He was convinced that the 
Congested Districts Board ought to 
be abolished, as it would be under its 
own Act in five or six years, and its 
revenue ought to be handed over to the 
Estates Commissioners for stocking and 
equipping small colonies of farmers’ sons 
migrated from certain districts. If that 
transfer were made, if there were these 
additional powers, a repeal of the mutila- 
tion of the Act of 1903 by the House of 
Lords, and compulsory powers, then 
within two or three years, if they went 
the right way about it, there would be 
nothing to prevent the Congested Districts 
Board from buying up a million acres of 
untenanted land in the West of Ireland 
and setting the tenants to work instead of 
wasting another generation, as the Con- 
gested Districts Board had done, in buy- 
ing up ten or fifteen estates and throwing 
away £100,000 a year. Under the 
circumstances, and knowing that the right 
hon. Gentleman was not making his pro- 
posal with any desire of procrastination, 
he for one wished him godspeed. He 
was delighted that the right hon. Gentle- 
man proposed to extend the scope of the 
Commission to all states of congestion in 
Ireland, and he could only say that he 
hoped above all that he would pick out 
men for the Commission whose names 
would give weight to their decisions, 
and who would stand no nonsense, but 
go thoroughly into the subject. 

And, it being a quarter-past Hight 
of the clock, and there being Private 
Business set down by direction of the 
Chairman of Ways and Means under 
Standing Order No. 8, further Proceed- 
ing was postponed without Question 
put. 


GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY 
(IRELAND) BILL [Lorvs] (BY ORDER). 


Second Reading deferred till Monday, 


July 9th, at a quarter-past Eight of the 


clock. — 
SUPPLY. 
Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 


{COMMONS} 
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Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That a sum, not exceeding £110,146, 
be granted to His Majesty, to complete 
the sum necessary to defray the Charge 
which will come in course of payment 
during the year ending on the 3lst day 
/of March, 1907, for the Salaries and 
Expenses of the Department of Agri- 
culture and other Industries and Tech- 
nical Instruction for Ireland, and of the 
services administered by that Depart- 
ment, including sundry Grants in Aid.” 


Whereupon Motion made, and Ques- 
|tion proposed, “ That a sum, not ex- 
ceeding £110,046 be granted for the said 
| Service.’—(Mr. Conor O’ Kelly.) 


Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 8.) said that 
after the speech of the Chief Secretary, 
it was not necessary to labour the sub- 
ject they had been discussing any 
further: but he wished to take this 
opportunity of calling attention to some 
matters connected with the work of the 
|Congested Districts Board in South 
Kerry in the hope that it might be to 
the advantage of Ireland. Owing to 
|the rise in the price of copper, there 
‘had been a good many inquiries te 
cently into the possibilities of copper 
|mining in Ireland. There was_ one 
‘large estate upon which a_ prospector 
‘had been inquiring, and he _ believed 
\from all accounts that there were very 
| hopeful prospects, if the mines could 
| be worked. Unfortunately, owing to 
| the state of the law, there was no possi- 
bility of giving leases for the working 
of these mineral rights; and he urged 
upon the Attorney-General for Ireland 
the advisability of finding some means 
by which the Congested Districts Board 
might be able to grant such leases. 
|The development of the copper mining 
industry in Ireland would provide not 
only eonsiderable employment, but open 
'up a great industrial future in certain 
| districts. When the legal differences had 
been surmounted he believed that the 
| profits to be derived should to some 
| extent accrue to the benefit of the tenants 
‘there. He did not say that those 
tenants were to be actual participa 





[Mr. CALDWELL (Lanarkshire, Mid.) in | tors in the mining rights; but whatever 


the Chair.] 
Mr. William OBrien. 


‘ system was evolved something ought to be 
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set aside out of the profits for the benefit 
of the whole district, so that when the 
tenants had become the possessors of 
their holdings, the mineral rights would 
accrue to their advantage; and when 
the mines were being worked, a portion 
of the profits might go to assist in build- 
ing up other industries in the district. 
One great difficulty in the constitution 
of the Congested Districts Board was 
that they had no direct representative 
from either Kerry or Cork; and, al- 
though there was no vacancy at the 
present time, he trusted that when one 
occurred they would appoint someone 
who possessed a direct knowledge of the 
local needs of both those counties. 
They wanted a man appointed from their 
own district possessing local knowledge. 
Some time ago Lord Shaftesbury was 
appointed, but he could never have that 
local knowledge of the fishing industry 
that was so necessary. It was of the 
greatest importance that some direct 
representative of those counties should 
be on the Board. He thought that 
most people would recognise, as regarded 
the industrial side of its operations 
the Board had done a great deal of 
useful work. Lace classes 
started in his district, and he knew of three 
girls who had their passage money sent 
them to go to America ; but their prospects 
in the lace industry were such that they 
refused the money and preferred to remain 
in the lace trade. He thought the 
Congested Districts Board should en- 
deavour to establish suitable industries in 
the rural districts. There was very great 
competition, and they felt this more par- 
ticularly because of the great amount of 
imitation Irish lace that was put upon both 
the English and the American markets. 
It was certainly necessary for them to 
keep up the standard of Irish lace by good 
designs and of the utmost importance 
that they should protect Irish lace 
from being imitated and sold. The 
Chief Secretary knew the value of a 
trade mark and they were going to 
register a national trade mark for all 
Irish manufactures. He suggested that 
the Congested Districts Board would 
be of real value in this matter if it would 
instruct all its lace classes to take ad- 
vantage of the Irish national trade mark 
and use it on every article of lace 
they turned out, because, by that 


had been ' 
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means they would protect a really im- 
portant and growing Irish industry. He 
believed that purchasers both in this 
country and in America would then begin 
to demand as a proof of the genuineness 
of the article those goods upon which 
the Irish national trade mark was to be 
found. Thesame precautions also applied 
to the homespun industry. Once a cottage 
industry spring up and was successful, 
imitations were produced in other coun- 
tries, and he thought it would startle 
many people if they how much imitation 
homespun goods were made in York- 
shire and Lancashire mills and sold on 
the English market. If in some way 
through the Congested Districts Board 
this industry could be protected by the 
national trade mark he hoped it would 
be done. He also wished to urge upon 
the Chief Secretary that they required 
for the development of Irish herring and 
mackerel industry what they had already 
got inScotland, namely, a national brand 
which enabled Scottish herrings to be 
knownall overthe world. During the last 
twenty-four years by means of branding 
fees £50,000 had become available for the 
Scottish fishing industry, and if a similar 
system of branding was instituted in the 
districts where the Congested Districts 
Board had charge of the matter it 
would be of the greatest possible value 
to the fishing industry in Ireland. The 
big curers were able to obtain a sale for 
their fish because they were well known, 
but the claim for the national brand for 
cured herrings and mackerel was on 
behalf of the small curers and buyers who 
could not compete with the big men, and 
it would enable the Irish cured fish trade 
to be put.in a better position than at the 
present moment. With regard to the 
land question there was an estate in his 
district in process of being sold to which 
he thought it would be well if the 
Congested Districts Board turned its 
attention immediately; he referred to 
the Glenbeigh Estate. He understood 
that there was some little difficulty as to 
the actual terms, and he urged that 
the chief inspector who had charge of the 
negotiations should be sent down to the 
district to try and arrange an amicable 
settlement. He thought the misunder- 
standing was in regard to the arrears. 


Sir THOMAS ESMONDE (Wex- 


ford, N.) said he agreed with his hon. 
2E 2 
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friends in all that had been said 
as to the Congested Districts Board. 
It was one of the best institutions of 
its kind in Ireland, and if it had not 
succeeded it had not been from want of 
will, but from want of the proper facilities 
which he hoped would shortly be given to 
it, or to some similar institution. The 
speech of the Chief Secretary would 
revive hope in the hearts of the Irish 
people, and give those in the congested 
districts some prospect of a satisfactory 
settlement of their unfortunate con- 
dition. Although he was not a great 
believer in Royal Commissions, he hoped 
that the one now to be appointed, under 
more favourable and happier auspices 
than some of those which had formerly 
inquired into Irish questions, would be 
followed by good results. It was to be 
appointed by an Administration which 
they believed meant business in the 
matter. It would be appointed to carry 
out a definite work of urgent importance, 
and he thought a stimulus towards the 
fruition of the work would be found this 
time in Ireland which had been absent, 
perhaps, in the case af other Commissions. 
The whole thing wou} depend, in the first 
place, on the personnel of the Commission. 
If proper people were appointed, deter- 
mined that the work entrusted to them 
should be carried to a practical conclusion, 
it might be hoped that the inquiry would 
be attended with good results. A good 
deal would depend also on the terms of 
reference. If they were sufficiently wide 
to embrace the various matters germane 
to the question of the distribution of the 
land, and the question of the encourage- 
ment of industries in districts where 
new operations could be carried 
on, they might expect good results. 
He impressed on the Government the 
desirability of appointing a really good 
and practical Commission, consisting of 
men in whom everybody would have 
confidence and with terms of reference so 
wide as to give hopes of a satisfactory 
result. He tendered his congratulations 
to the Government on the appointment of 
the Commission. 
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Mr. FARRELL (Longford, N.) ex- 
pressed the hope that the terms of refer- 
ence of the Commission would be suffici- 
ently wide to embrace aninquiry into the 
conditions in areas which were not at pre- 
Sir Thomas Esmonde. 


{COMMONS} 
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sent within the definition of “ congested 
districts.” In his own constituency there 
were three parishes, not one of which would 
be regarded as a “ congested district,” 
but in which there were 500 holdings, 
the average valuation of which did not 
exceed £4, and from these places quite 
a considerable number of labourers went 
to England and Scotland to take part in 
harvest operations, thereby fulfilling the 
conditions which were applied in Kerry 
and Donegal. He hoped the terms of 
reference would enable the Commission 
to deal with such cases. He wished to 
point out to the Attorney-General that 
during the past few months the tenants 
had been trying to purchase their hold- 
ings on a number of estates, but owing 
to the excessive terms asked by the land- 
lords it had been impossible to buy ex- 
cept in one case. He was _ perfectly 
certain that if this inquiry was fair and 
far reaching enough there would be dis- 
covered to be here and there throughout 
Ireland a considerable number of dis- 
tricts which were congested very seriously 
and where the people were living quite 
as badly as in the parts of the West so 
eloquently described by his hon. friends. 
There was hardly any county in the whole 
of Ireland which had suffered more from 
the drain of population than Longford. 
The population had fallen in sixty years 
from 112,000 to 41,000. There were 
large tracts of grazing land in the county 
which should be made available for en- 
larging the non-economic holdings. He 
hoped ample powers would be conferred 
either on a newly-created Congested 
Districts Board or on some other new 
body which would enable them com- 
pulsorily to acquire these grass lands or 
the benefit of the poor people who were 
now in bogs or on the mountain side. 


Mr. BRIGG (Yorkshire, W.R., Keigh- 
ley) said he was an old friend of Ireland. 
He had been to the country for the purpose 
ofseeing the state of things which pre- 
vailed. As he was only a short time 
there his experience might not be of 
much value, but still some value might 
attach to the opinion of one who saw 
a country for the first time, and who had 
lived in other countries where the natural 
conditions were very similar. The part 
of England where he resided would be 
very like some parts of Ireland were it 
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not for the advantages enjoyed from the 
manufactures carried on in the district. 
He went to Ireland as a Home 
Ruler, and when he came back he 
was more convinced in favour of Home 
Rule than before. Although a great deal 
might be done for Ireland by means of 
legislation, he was convinced that if the 
present laws were administered either by 
Irishmen or by those who were in sym- 
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in which he had spoken of Ireland. He 
sympathised fully with the demands 
which had been put forward in con- 
nection with the condition of the West 
of Ireland at the present time, but he 
hoped that the Government would not 
forget that the condition of the South 
also required to be considered. He 
agreed with what his colleagues had 
said as to the personnel of the Congested 


pathy with the people, the country! Districts Board, but thought that the 


would be in a much better and happier 
state than it was at present. 
was a large amount of water power in 
Ireland at present unused which might 
be employed in the development of new 
industries. He knew a gentleman of 
substantial means who was quite pre- 
pared to start a new business with the aid 
of water power and give employment to 
a large number of people. That gen- 
tleman promoted a Bill in Parliament to 
acquire water rights, but when the Bill 
went to the House of Lords he was 
ashamed to say that one of the Peers 
suggested that it was a very improper 
thing to allow any interference with the 
landlords, a sentiment which was echoed 
by another noble Lord. The Bill was 
thrown out and the whole enterprise 
squashed. He thought also something 
could be done in the promotion of the 
manufacture of home-made woollen 
stuffs in Ireland. He had seen a good 
deal of this home-made stuff and he could 
say that it was very excellent. He 
agreed with his hon. friend opposite as 
to the inefficiency of Royal Commis- 
sions. Their common result was to shunt 
things indefinitely. He himself had gone 
through the congested districts, and had 
seen what the Board had done, and what 
they had not done. It did not require 
a Royal Commission to inquire into all 
these matters. He hoped that his hon. 
friends from Ireland would miss no op- 
portunity of bringing the wretched con- 
dition of the people in the congested 
districts before the Government and the 
country so that everything should be 
done for their improvement, as a matter 
of common sense, and for the welfare, 
not only of Ireland, but of Great Britain 
at large. 


Mr. MURPHY (Kerry, E.) said he spoke 
on behalf of the Irish Members when he 
thanked the hon. Gentleman who had just 
sat down for the sympathetic manner 


There | 





Board could do more than it had done 
to promote small industries in the con- 
gested districts of Kerry. For instance, 
in Killarney, beautiful lace was pro- 
duced, which had won the first prize 
at the horse show in Dublin, and also 
in America. In fact that lace was re- 
garded as superior to any which could 
be produced in other districts. Here 
again was an opportunity for the Board 
to encourage the carrying on of this 
industry amongst the poor people of 
the crowded districts. As to the land 
question, two farms had been purchased 
by the Board near the Lake of Killarney 
under very peculiar circumstances. 
During the administration of the Con- 
gested Districts Board by the right hon. 
Member for Dover, these farms were 
acquired for £150, but the tenants 
claimed that their interest was £2,000. 
An opportunity was afforded the Board 
of migrating people from the congested 
districts to these farms, but nothing 
had been done in the matter, and the 
farms remained practically derelict. 
That was a waste of public money, and 
he thought that the Board should nego- 
tiate for the re-instatement of the former 
tenants. He had put this case before 
the Members of the Board, from some of 
whom he had received the greatest 
sympathy and attention. He hoped 
that the new conditions of things would 
give new opportunities, and that this 
question, which if neglected, was bound 
to lead to unfortunate conditions for 
many people, would be dealt with by the 
Board in the same spirit that they had 
evinced in other cases. He also wanted 
to call attention to the fact that there 
was a considerable congested district 
in the county of Kerry, viz., that in 
which the moving bog disaster took 
place a few years ago. That disaster 
swept away a whole family of ten persons 
and caused much damage and suffering: 
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He believed that it originated in the| *Mr. BARRIE (Londonderry, N.) sa‘d 
fact that the outlet from the bog had | the present Government would go down 
not been kept in proper condition. | to history as the Government of Roya! 
What happened on that occasion might | Commissions, and he regretted that yet 
happen very shortly again. Ifthe Board | another Royal Commission was to be 
would send an inspector to examine the | appointed to investigate the labours of 
bog at the outlet it would be found that | the Irish Congested Districts Board, 
the statement which he had made was} They had had some discussion a3 to 
quite true. A considerable amount of | the proceedings of that Board, and some 
employment might be given to the poor | of the criticisms had been adverse and 
people in the district in making the repairs some complimentary. The hon. Mem- 
at the outlet so as to prevent any future | ber who spoke last said he hoped the 
disaster. In that particular locality there | Board might in the future add to their 
were a large number of small cottiers. | successes, and it was cheering to know 
He could offer no opinion at the present | that some of their Nationalist friends 
moment as to how those people could | thought that the Board had ach evel 
be best dealt with, but he knew that | any successes at all, because heretofore, 
physically and intellectually they were nobody listening to the speeches of 
equal, if not superior, to the people of |Members of that Party would have 
other districts of Ireland. He thought | thought that it had dene anything 
the Congested Districts Board ought to| but squander a great deal of money 
have found employment for the young men | without achieving any result. He was 
and young women in the district before | pleased that the Chief Secretary felt it 
now instead of, through their neglect, | right to pay his tribute to the work 
causing them to migrate or emigrate. Hej|which the Board had done. The 
had called the attention of the Congested | right hon. Gentleman had said that 
Districts Board to the condition of things, | much good work had been done by it, 
but nothing had been done. The only} and he hoped he might be permitted, 
large farm in the district was in the|as one who did not represent a district 
autumn put up for sale by auction, but|in which the Board conducted opera- 
the Board, although their attention | tions, but as one who knew Ireland 
was called to the matter, failed to | well, to add his tribute in regard to 
negotiate for the purchase of the farm,|the work. The Board, although its 
and outsiders, shopkeepers and others, | work might be slow, had done much 
stepped in and purchased it and one | for the betterment of the people of 
certain form of relieving the congestion | Ireland. He only criticised the appoint- 
was stopped for ever. He believed that | ment of a Royal Commission from the 
that was due not to the carelessness or the | point of view that outside it might convey 
neglect of the members of the existing | the idea that the Board had not done its 
Board, but entirely to the absence of | work properly; but he did not object tothe 
local knowledge of the necessities of the | inquiry, because he ventured to predict 
district. He believed that the members of | that its report would be to justify the 
the Board were sympathetic and that they | existence of the Board and to give in- 
wished to do their best, but it was im-|creased confidence in regard to the 
possible for them to take proper action | discharge of the functions with which 
without some local representation in the | it was charged. Various direct and 
district. Therefore he put it to the right | indirect attacks had been made upon the 
hon. Gentleman that means should be | Agricultural and Technical Department of 
taken to give the South of Ireland some | Ireland. He himself had probably criti- 
more effective representation on the | cised the Department as strongly as any- 
Board than they had at present. He/| body, but he believed that, considering the 
hoped the promised Commission would | short time it had been in existence, it had 
report speedily, and that its labours would | done very real and solid work of a high 
be attended with good results. The suc-|standard of excellence. He did not, 
cess attained by the Congested Districts | therefore, desire to associate himself with 
Board in the small undertakings in which | the attacks which had been made upon 
it had been engaged would,he hoped,be the | the Department that afternoon, especially 
forerunner of larger successes in the future. | as a Royal Commission was going to sit 


Mr, Murphy. 
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in judgment upon it. In an important | 
town in his own constituency, very shortly 
after the Department came into exist- 
ence, and after repeated interviews with 
the officials of that Department, they 
embarked on an important enterprise of 
technical education. They started a 
school and it had been a great success. A 
Department yet so young was bound 
to make mistakes in carrying forward | 
such matters as technical and agricultural | 
education. It had been admitted that 
Ireland was exceedingly far behind in 
these important branches of education. 
In this connection he paid a tribute 
to Sir Horace Plunkett. For many years 
that gentleman had seemed to be casting 
his bread upon the waters, but finally the 
Government gave him a sympathetic ear. | 


Mr. FLAVIN : Your friends helped to | 


shove him out of the House of Commons. 


*Mr. BARRIE said that such interrup- 
tions only showed that sometimes a man | 
who deserved the best at the hands of his | 
country was the last to receive it. Ire- 
land had no more unselfish worker than 
Sir Horace Plunkett. In the early days | 
of the movement they knew that he 
refused to accept the salary that his office 
carried with it, and he feared their. 
Nationalist friends were unable to 
produce another public officer who had 
acted in a similarly unselfish manner; 
if they were he would be happy to 
add this tribute of respect to him also. 
When our honoured King visited Ireland 
some years ago he had testimony given | 
from the day of landing until he left | 
Ireland from all public bodies—no matter 
what their political complexion was—em- 
phasising the greatness of the work which 
Sir Horace was doing for Ireland. He (Mr. 
Barrie) had only met Sir Horace once, and | 
even thenonly inanofficial capacity, but he | 
had been impressed by the unselfishness of | 
his labours and the sincerity of his desire to | 
raise the educational standard of Ireland. 
He hoped the result of the inquiry | 
that was going on would be to place on a | 
more permanent and enlarged basis this | 
important work of technical and agricul- 
tural education. The Member for South 
Tyrone had been very sarcastic about the 
value of this Royal Commission. He 
differed from the hon. Member in that 
respect. He did not think the Chief 


‘caused not by 
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Secretary would endeavour to mislead 


'the House by the promise of a Royal 


Commission unless he desired to give 
some efiect to the recommendations of 
such a Commission, and he desired to say, 
as representing an Ulster constituency, 
that if the Commission recommended 
that further facilities should be given 
to relieve congested districts the Ulster 
Members would not be the last to fall in 
with any reasonable recommendations. 
They had listened to the dismal tale, told 
in eloquent language, of the condition of 
the people of Ireland. but he did not think 
they had heard quite sufficient of the 
other side of the picture. Englishmen 
were too prone to forget that three- 
fourths of Ireland was more prosperous 
and happier than it was a quarter of a 
century ago. Whatever side they looked 
at it would be seen that the averag> 
condition of the people of Ireland was 
far better to-day than it was twenty- 
five years ago. Even in Ulster they 
deplored the gradual decrease of popu- 
lation, but he believed that that was 
the reasons stated by 
hon. Gentlemen below the gangway, but 
by the long-continued unprofitable 
character of the agricultural industry. 
He hoped and believed with all the 
remedial measures now being taken, the 
growing improvement in the condition of 
the people would continue and increase. 
In conclusion he wished to refer to the 
remark of an English Member that 
he returned from a visit to Ireland 
a more confirmed Home Ruler than 
he went. He ventured to say that had 
he extended his visit a little further 
further south — of 
the congested districts, to Belfast, Cork 


_or Dublin, he would have found the people 
| there just as prosperous and just as keen 


to take advantage of business opportuni- 
ties as the people in any of the im- 
portant towns in this country. The 
hon. Member for South Tyrone was 
from his speech to-n ght rapid!y trave i ng 
‘towards hon. Gentlemen s tt ng be ow 
the gangway. He wished them joy of 
their new recruit. The Ulster Party had 
valued h’s association wth them in the 
past, but they had now come to the 
conclusion that they would rather know 
for certain where he was than see him 
any longer suspended between heaven 
and earth like Mahomet’s coffin. 
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*Mr. VERNEY (Buckinghamshire, N.) | 


said that twenty-five years ago he went to | 
Ireland to look into this question for | 
himself. He had then the great oppor- | 
tunity of going among the people them- 
selves and of hearing their story told in 
their own way with a sincerity, truth, and 
eloquence born of experience which he 
could not forget. He went on to one of | 
the largest estates in Ireland and heard 
from tenant after tenant how one by one | 
the privileges enjoyed by their ancestors 
had been gradually taken away by land- 
lords or their agents who hardly seemed 
to know what they were doing, until 
it became practically impossible for 
the tenants to live. He heard how 
in other days they had free turf, free 
seaweed, free kelp, free cattle 
and how one after another these privileges | 
had been taken away, privileges which | 
taken each by itself meant so little 
in money,but which taken together meant 


all the diiference between a happy and | 


prosperous tenantry and the servile | 
condition into which they had been, 
driven inch by inch. He went to. 


Ireland with an open mind and came 
back a confirmed Home 


once,but patiently and gradually acquired. 
The striping of farms had been referred to, | 


and whilst he believed striping, if con- | 


ducted under the supervision of some | 
public authority, would be a perfectly | 


harmless operation, he was bound to say | 
he had seen farms striped by agents in| 


cases where the rights of the tenants had 
not been considered in any way and 
he came back indignant 
was made to understand what he had 
seen. Whenever the tenants rights’ 
were taken in hand by the Government, 
he hoped these adjustments would be 
made with honesty, fairness, and with 
sympathy for the people. When on 
this visit, he had an opportunity of 
visiting an Irish landlord of the old 
type, and he could not fail to see that 
this Gentleman, Mr. Mahony, of Dromore, 
was really the keystone of the social 
fabric of the community in which he lived. 
The government of his estate was a 
paterna government of the best character, 
because the character of the man was 
good; he was a born Irshman and 
understood the needs of the people 


amongst whom he lived, It seemed to 


{COMMONS} 


runs, | 


Ruler—a | 
believer in Home Rule not given all at | 


when he | 
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him that there was no country in which 
personality was so important as in 
Ireland; when the _ people trusted 
those who were their natural leaders 
they gave such loyalty as would not be 
found in any other part of the world. 
He was glad to hear that a Royal 
Commission was to be appointed. The 
efficacy of a Royal Commiss:on de- 
pended upon the men who composed 
it, the subjects which were submitted 
to its examination, and upon the men 
_who comprised the Government of the 
country the Royal Commission repre- 
;sented. He earnestly hoped that all 
Parties in Ireland had sufficient belief 
in the present Government to be quite 
certain that the men appointed on this 
Commission would be chosen, not be- 
cause they belonged to a particular 
creed or Party, but because they were 
men who would do justice as between 
Eng'and and Ireland, and that their 
labours would result in permanent bene- 
fit to the country. One other matter he 
wished to refer to. As an Englishman 
he had no particular bias towards any 
| particular one of the sections into which 
Ireland was from time to time divided, 
but he could not but admire the 
wonderful power of combination wh'ch 
had made the agriculture of Ireland 
at once the envy and admiration of 
many of our English farmers. ‘The 
power of combination which during 
recent years had been aroused among 
the farmers of Ireland was an object 
lesson to the farmers of England. 
He need only mention the name of Sir 
Horace Plunkett in connection with 
that work of combination which had 
raised many thousands of Irish tenant 
farmers from the verge of starvation to 
a position of comfort and even prosperity 
which they had never before enjoyed. 


Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.) said he would 
be expressing the feelings of his colleagues 
when he said they were exceedingly glad 
when an Englishman took part in these 
discussions, particularly one who showed 
such a great power of sympathy with 
the Irish people as the hon. Gentleman 
who had just sat down. He believed 
that if any Englishman went over to 
Ireland in the spirit in which the hon. 
Member had gone, he would return a 
strong Home Ruler. The debate that 
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day had been a very important and satis- | ciency of legislation under which they 
factory one. They wanted to have|came into being, and the whole history 
an inquiry into the whole problem | of the last sixteen years had been.a history 
of congestion. All over the country | of new Acts smuggled through this House 
the people had been turned off the| after midnight—somewhat in the way 
rich lands and on to the poor lands, | that the Musical Copyright Bill was now 
in some counties on a larger scale| being tried to be passed through—by 
and in others on a smaller scale. It | stripping off everything that was con- 
was not only a Connaught problem. | tentious, in order to aid the C-ngested 
What about Meath, King’s County, | Districts Board. With all these Acts 
Tipperary, and a long list of counties| the powers of the Board were quite 
where there was to be found desolation | inadequate for the work they had to 
and loneliness over tens of thousands of | perform, and therefore he had never lent 
acres of the richest land in the world ? | himself to an ungenerous or a carping 
Leaving this kind of land, one would | criticism of the Board, who had done 
suddenly pass on to a bog or stony | their best. They had made mistakes, but 
mountain, and there find a crowd of| they had had to travel an untrodden 
people. Those people had been driven| road. They were the first body that 
off the rich land by the operation of long | ever brought any practical sympathy or 
centuries of evil laws, which were more |help whatever to this poor deserving 
ghastly and complete in their irresistible | population, and they had done a good 
power than any war. He had heard with | deal, considering their resources. There- 
amazement the statement of the hon.| fore it would be the most unjust, 
_ Member for North Londonderry, that | foolish, and fatuous course to attack or 

the condition of things in Ireland was | criticise in a hostile spirit the action of 
not so bad as they said, and that it was| these gentlemen. What they wanted 
due to the unprofitable condition of} was more power, more money, and re- 
Irish agriculture. Was there ever a| organisation. They were asking the 
more monstrous statement and one which | Government in point of fact to undo the 
indicated a greater ignorance of the| work of two centuries, and it was im- 
subject? The clearances in Ireland | possible to resettle Ireland unless they 
were carried out during a time when/| were ‘prepared to svend a million or two 
agriculture had reached its utmost| uponit. But was it not worth that, ora 
point of prosperity; therefore such! good deal more? It would be quite 
observations only showed that the} easy with proper machinery and a very 
hon. Member was not fit to dis-| moderate sum of money to turn this poor 
cuss the matter at all. A good deal) starving population, which had been the 
had been said about the Congested | despair of British statesmen and the 
Districts Board. It had been often | reproach of the Empire, into a prosperous 
criticised by himself as well as by other | and happy people. The Congested Dis- 
Members, but never in an unfair or an|tricts Board was a Board of unpaid 
unfriendly spirit. The Board was set} men, and they met only once a month. 
up in 189] by the present Leader of the | They had acted as pioneers and had 
Opposition to deal with the dreadful | shown what could be done. He did not 
state of things to be found in the/ share the somewhat pessimistic views put 
West of Ireland. If hon. Members would | forward by the Chief Secretary as to the 
look at the original clauses of the Act | extent of the work, for in his opinion only 
setting up the Board, they would see the fringe of the task had been touched. 
that a more preposterous set of clauses | In the spots where they had operated the 
was never passed. The right hon. | Board had done admirably, but they had 
Gentleman felt that something had to | only touched the fringe of the subject. In 
be done, and the Board was given some | the constituency which he represented 
money but no powers, and told to go to| they had done marvellously. If hon. 
the West of Ireland and do something. | Members came over to Ireland he advised 
The Board was faced with an enormous | them to pay a visit to East Mayo. The 
difficulty, and the result was they were | Congested Districts Board had bought an 
able to do exceedingly little. It was not | estate in Mayo, owned by an absentee 
the fault of the Board, but the insuffi- | landlord, who for about forty years had 
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rever spentYone farthing on the estate, | problem. The administrators of this 
although he had been drawing from it| policy must be furnished with sufficient 
about £20,000 a year in rents. - On that | powers to carry it out. On the Cfanri- 
estate there were 4,000 little tenants | carde estate tenants had been waiting in 
paying £4 a year which they earned by | wisery for three years to get the benetit 
coming over to this country to work in the | Of the Act of 1903, which, they were 
harvest field. The Board had spent | told, was to restore every evicted tenant 
£60,C00 on improvements where £500 had | in Ireland within a few months. Within 
not been spent during the previous cen- | # stone’s throw of the Clanricarde estate 
tury, and that money went largely into the there were tens of thousands of acres of the 
pockets of the people for making roads and finest land in Ireland. He did not see why 
fences, and draining the land. By a proper the Government should not deal with 
system of drainage the Board had re- Lord ——c. see * bo i 
claimed and created some 1,500 acres of | terests of law and order in Ireland, 
land for these people. It was hard to get He agreed with his hon. friend in thinking 
an Irish farmer to admit that he had — sone re gens —_ wales She ie 
received any benefit, but one farmer had ee 


: ; : ~ | the Estates Commission. They were 
admittea to him that by this new drain-| jonest men most anxious to carry out the 


age he had got thirteen acres of land for policy of Parliament, but powers had not 
nothing. That result only proved what | heen given tothemtodoit. Their hands 
an enormous benefit it was to spend | were tied. The Chief Secretary had made 
money in that way in Ireland. An ad-) 9 strong appeal, almost given a warning, 
ditional difficulty in the solution of | t> the hon. Member for South Galway in 
this question was that it was more regard to the preservation of order. He 
difficult to get an Irish tenant to migrate | could quite understand the feeling which 
a distance of twenty-five miles in his own | prompted the right hon. Gentleman to 
country, than it was to get him to go to! make the observation. But was it not 
Boston or Massachusetts or Philadelphia. | hard to ask his hon. friend to be patient 
In going to America they knew they were | in yiew of the condition of the people! 
going to their friends, but they had the | Ho wasas a rule entirely averse to Royal 
greatest reluctance to migrate from one | Commissions in regard to Irish matters. 
county to another, because they felt they | Ho approved this one because it might 
were going among strangers. Was that | conduce to keeping the people quiet 





not an additional argument in favour of during the summer. If there were no | 


instant action to solve this problem?) such sign of coming relief how could they 
Would it be believed that after fifteen say Pa gg people “have patience nt 
years the law was in this chaotic and pre-| For half a century the Irish people had 
posterous condition ? Where the grazing | jeen taught that if they were patient 
Jand was close by the congested districts they got nothing, but that when there 
the Board could do nothing. They bought | was plenty of disturbance and violence 
a farm in one instance, but on account of | this House hastened to legislate. For 
the state of the law the wretched little | heaven’s sake let them not be taught that 
holders of land close by could not have | jesson again. He and his friends desired 
any addition to their holdings, and the | to keep the country peaceable, and their 
Board had tobring tenantsfrom a distance, | jnfiyence would be exercised in that 
with the result that there was an) dipection. One of their strongest motives 
igitation about the introduction of | fo, supporting the appointment of the 
strangers in the district. The same thing | Royal Commission was that they could 
was going on all over Ireland. All they | go back to the people and say that there 
had to do was to buy the grass lands, | was to be an inquiry. He beli ved that 
and without expense or difficulty of | would help them to induce the px ple to 
moving they could solve the problem by | have more patience, and to give the Chiet 
increasing the small holdings of adjacent | Secretary achance. The appointment of 
tenants. That was one of the reasons | the Commission would give the people 
why it was impossible for the Congested | some hope that, in spite of their bitter 
Districts Board to give satisfaction. It | experience in the past, there was really 
was no use for the Chief Secretary to say | an intention to get at the facts of the case 
that they had now got machinery at work | and to do something. He believed that 
which was doing its best to solve the’ this Royal Commission under the present 


Mr. Dillon. 
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Government would not be a mere post- 
poning machinery, but that something 
would be done quickly. The Cowper 
Commission was appointed in the month 
of October on the motion of Lord Ran- 
dolph Churchill, and it reported in 
January or February, and legislation took 
place that session. 


Mr. T. W. RUSSELL: What was 


behind it ? 


Mr. DILLON said the Plan of Cam- 
paign was behind it. But did the hon. 
Gentleman wish him to start another 
Plan of Campaign? The very ob- | 
servation of the hon. Gentleman showed | 
how strong his case was. They would | 
do their best to keep the country 
quiet. The House of Lords, by the 
introduction of unfortunate words 
into the Act of 1903, destroyed that 
measure practically, but even without 
those words the Act would have been 
inoperative. Within his own observation 
estates which under the old Act sold at 
ten years’ purchase had had twenty-four 
years’ purchase offered for them. The 
Act of 1903 had enabled the landlords to 
raise prices between 50 and 100 per 
cent. 





Mr. T. W. RUSSELL reminded the 
hon. Member of the powers conferred by 
Clause 9 of the Act. Mr. Dillon said 
that that was the way in which the 
Act of 1903 had operated on these 
western lands. It had raised the 
price at least 50 or 100 per cent. In all 
those western states there was a deadlock 
at this moment, because the landlord was 
actually asking —and getting, too, he was 
sorry to say—twenty-four years purchase 
for his land. That was one of the chief 
obstacles, and until it was overcome by 
compulsory powers and a fair valuation 
it would be impossible to settle the 
question of the land. It was __ per- 
fectly true that some of these little farms 
was not good security at twenty-four 
years purchase, and it would be dishonest 
of him not to tell the truth in regard to 
these matters. The British public had 
never lent money on better security than 
on Irish land, but it must be at a fair 
price. There was also the question of 
arrears of rent. For years the western 
landlords had let the land at a_pre- 





posterous rent, which they did not expect 
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to get and could not get. But they let 
the rent run on and took what they could 
and carried on the arrears. And there 
were estates inthe west where there were 
seven or eight or nine years arrears of 
rent carried on for a period of twenty-five 
years. Were they going to shut their 
eyes and buy over for dishonest landlords 
at a fictitious price what was more or less 
a bad debt, and then undertake the 
invidious task of collecting those arrears ? 
The first thing they ought to do with 
those landlords was to make them show 
their books and thus see what rent they 
really got. These were all matters to be 
inquired into. There was another point. 
The whole curse of Ireland had arisen 
from the practice of competitive rents and 
of trading on the fact that they had in 
Ireland an agricultural people with no 
other means of living. Seeing the time 
coming for the effort to settle the people, 
the landlords divided up their land into 
small sections so as to get the hunger for 
the land into operation. The result was 
that the land so split up was sold, it was 
taken by shopkeepers and others, and was 
gone for ever for the purposes of that Act. 
Thus they were setting up landlordism 
again all over the country and losing the 
possibility of settling this congested ques- 
tion. And by and by, when they had got 
the machinery for solving the congested 
problem, they would find that there was 
no land left. That was another reason 
why he wished to see this Commission 
constituted. He believed it would be a 
fresh declaration to Ireland of the policy 
of the Government, and that when people 
saw the Commissioners of this Parliament 
going round Ireland and mapping these 
lands for the use of the people, public 
opinion would be entirely too strong for 
any man to come in and take those lands. 
He believed that if the Commission was 
honestly and properly carried into 
effect, as he had no doubt the Chief 
Secretary intended that it should be, it 
would serve a double purpose. It would 
satisfy Ireland and aid them in preaching 
patience to their people, and it would 
place in a reliable form the facts of the 
[rish situation, and thus enable Parliament 
to bring to an end the present deplorable 
condition of affairs. 


Mr. HUGH LAW (Donegal, W.) 
thought that they should be exceedingly 


glad that the Government had 
assented :to the appointment of a 
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Royal Commission, because they all be- 
lieved that it was a forward and not a 
backward step as his hon. friend the 
Member for South Tyrone seemed to 
think, 
sion would work rapidly and accumulate 
materials for the working out of the real 
remedy for a state of things 
finding of a remedy for. which had 
for many and many a year taxed the 
ingenuity of statesmen of both countries. 
It was an unfortunate fact that in 
spite of all the legislation of the 
past quarter of a century the very 
people whose sufferings perhaps more 
than anything else contributed towards 
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the starting of the land agitation had | 


profited less by that legislation than 
any other class. He knew many es- 
tates in which the conditions which had 
been described had existed for generation 
after generation, and the people had been 
condemned to the same state of misery 
which they now knew. Unless something 
revolutionary occurred no change in their 
state for the better was possible. In the 
fifteen years that had elapsed since the 
Congested Districts Board was first 
started many changes had occurred in 
Ireland, and he would be the very last 
man to say that that Board had done 


nothing for the districts which it was | 


charged to administer. On the contrary, 


he entirely joined with the Chief Secre-_ 


tary in praise of the admirable work 


which the Board had done in relation to | 
many things and especially in relation to | 
of the Western Coast of | 


the affairs 
Ireland, although naturally Irish Mem- 
bers wished they would do more. As re- 
garded the land, however, he was afraid 
that there was no question at all as to 
their action, and that there was really no 
answer to what his hon, friend the Mem- 
ber for East Mayo had said, that the Board 
was not equal to the task 
was thrown upon it, viz., the resettle- 
ment of Western Ireland and the con- 
gested districts. He would venture to 
suggest, moreover, that even after the 
resettlement of the land had been ac- 
complished there would remain other 
questions and problems to be settled, and 
he quite agreed that concurrently with the 
question of the land, which was of the 
greatest importance, the Government 
would consider those other questions 
which also were very important in 
connection with the congested districts. 
For instance, he hoped that the Govern- 


Mr. Hugh Law. 


{COMMONS} 


They believed that the Commis- | 


the | 


which | 
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ment would consider at the same time as 
the land question the question of transit 
as it affected the West of Ireland, and 
| that they would also consider the very 
difficult problem of local taxation, 
They had had some very remarkable 
_ evidence before the Royal Commission on 
Local Taxation showing the manner in 
which taxes pressed upon the poorest 
parts of the country, and anyone who had 
read that evidence would see that after 
the re-settlement of the land there would 
remain matter for further consideration 
in regard to the future welfare of the 
people. Having said that, he wished to 
express the pleasure which they all felt 
|at the step which the Government had 
| announced their intention to take. There 
| was no question that the reason for the 





|condition of the congested districts 
|was a matter as well worthy of 
ithe attention of the (Government 


as many a thing which made a greater 
|noise, because they had got there 
|really to undertake the uplifting of the 
| whole of the people. They heard a great 
| deal now-a-days about people being 
|got back to the land, and he had 
/recently read a report by the Commis- 
| sioners who were appointed to consider 
/some proposals made by Mr. Rider 
Haggard for migration from the cities to 
|land in the United Kingdom, and those 
proposals were considered with a certain 
amount of favour. It was suggested that 
they should spend large sums in getting 
people back from the cities on to the 
land, but it would be much simpler if 
they began at the other end. In Ireland 
they had people who were on the land, 
'and who would be only too delighted to 
| stop there if the Government gave them 
a chance. They had a people who 
clung to the land with a devotion 
perhaps unequalled in any other part of 
the world. They were a people who 
asked for little; they had been accus- 
'tomed for generations to hard living, and 
it would be difficult to find in all Europe, 
_at all events in Western Europe, a people 
who were so brave and whose patience 
was so remarkable under hard conditions 
of labour. It was quite true that the 
| standard of comfort was rising and that 
under the influence of America people 
/were less tolerant of hard conditions 
than they had been in the past, but still, 
if the Government gave these people 
but half a chance they were only too 
‘willing to remain upon the land. He 


| 


| 
| 
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| business, that they meant legislation to 
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believed that no greater or more admirable 
task could be undertaken by the State than 
the raising of the status of the people in 
these districts. The conditions of the con- 
gested districts was a menace to our 
civilisation, because it violated that divine 
law that all mankind were bound together 
in one brotherhood, and that if one 
suffered the whole body suffered. There- 
fore this was not a matter which could be 
neglected by this country. He did not 
think that it was a question in regard to 
which any part of the House would be 
content to remain inactive, and to allow 
these people to continue in the condition | 
in which they were. The Government, 
therefore, in any policy for the improve- 
ment of the conditions of these people 
were sure of the hearty support of the | 
representatives of the Irish people, and so | 
long as they had reason to believe that 
the Government intended toact honestly in 
regard tothis Commission, that they meant 





follow, they could be sure that, so far as 
the Irish Members were concerned, 
they would receive their most earnest 
support. It was sometimes charged 
against them that they had _ really 
no desire to improve the condition 
of these poor people and remove the evils 
and poverty from which they suffered. 
It was suggested that the Irish Members 
were really averse to improving the 
material prosperity of their country, 
and that they were really fishing in 
troubled waters, and found in the want of 
prosperity of their country a considerable 
amount of political capital. Such a sug- 
gestion was absolutely baseless. He did 
not think those who knew how these 
people lived would have the heart to adopt 
such a practice. They had a much broader 
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faith in the people than to suppose they | 
would ever be led away by that means. 


Mr. EDWARD BARRY (Cork County, 
8.) who was indistinctly heard, said that 
practically the work of the Congested 
Districts Board had been in-operative 
in the South of Ireland. It had been 
pointed out that there was very 
little land available for emigration but 
they had another field in the south—the | 
va. Useful work had been done as 
regarded the southern coast line in Father | 
Davis's time, but since then nothing had 
been done. They could not expect that 
the necessary assistance would be forth. | 


| Irish question. 


| Irish people. 


country was going to ruin and decay. 


1234 


coming unless there was some change in the 
Congested Districts Board. Father Davis 
only survived the creation of the Board 
by a few years, but during that time he 
did work that would live long in 
the memories of the people of the South 
of Ireland. He asked that a representa- 
tive for the South of Ireland should be 
appointed to the Board to make its work 
effective. 
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* Mr. BYLES (Salford, N.) said he rose 


|not because he thought he could add 
| anything to what had been said as to the 


misery and suffering of the people of 
Ireland, but because he desired to point 
out that this wasan English as well as an 
It was not only Ireland 
that suffered, but England as well, and 
what surprised him was that Members with 


| Imperial ideas should treat this question 


with such scant courtesy. Colonial 
questions interested them ; they desired 
to see the British flag flying in every part 
of the world, but they did not address 
themselves to the question of Ireland, 
where there were 4,000,000 of their own 
kith and kin who were disgusted by the 
misgovernment of their country. The 
debate to-day had been one continued wail 
of distress. When he first came into the 
House of Commons in 1892, how full they 
all were of hope for Ireland. It was to 
bring deliverance to Ireland that that Par- 
liament was returned. Fourteen years had 
passed, and how much more forward were 
they now ? Ireland was still more depopu- 
lated, and there was the same tale of ruin 
and woe from the representatives of the 
Was the Parliament of 
Great Britain so impotent that it was 
unable to deal with this problem ? Much 
had been done. Many good measures 
had been passed by the Tory as well as by 
the Liberal Party, but every inhabitant of 
Ireland who knew his country said that 
something more must be done, for the 
He 
supposed there were not many hon. Mem- 


_bers who even knew what a congested 


district was. They thought it was an over- 
crowded place like a slum in Salford. 


| The problem in Ireland was due to people 


having been driven on to land where 
they could not get a living, whereas the 
fertile land was denuded of people. The 
Chief Secretary said that with a view to 


legislation he must have the support of 


English public opinion, and that was one 
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of the reasons why he was prepared to 
appoint this Commission. He would not 
pretend to criticise the Commission, but 
he did feel a little in agreement with 
the hon. Member for South Tyrone when 
he reminded the House of the number 
of Commmissions that had already 
sat. He should have thought that 
in the archives of the Irish Office 
there was information enough about the 
condition of Irish land to have rendered 
another Commission unnecessary; but he 
would leave that. What the people of 
Ireland were asking for to-day was land. 
To keep them on the land was the problem 
before Parliament. Ifit were not for the 


landlords, and if Parliament had only the | 
Trish people and the land of Ireland to deal | 


with, the problem would be easy of solution. 
It was only the Clanricardes, the Sligos, 
the Dillons, and the rest of the landlords 
who were in the way. They had been 
told how Lord Dillon had been expro- 
priated by purchase. 
of the tenantson that land, and he had also 
seen tenants on the De Freyne estate, | 
and whilst the latter tenants were nearly 
always expecting to be visited by the 
police owing to triction with their land- 
lords the tenants on the Dillon Estate 
were as happy and contented as they 
possibly could be. If the Congested | 


Districts Board were given the powers | 


and facilities which had been suggested 
he thought that would be a solution of | 
the difficulty. How — were they going 
to go on in this way 4 They had a new 
Parliament and he had every faith in it, 


and the House was well disposed towards 
They had a Chief Secretary | 


Treland. 


\COMMONS} 


He had seen some | 
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Plan of Campaign, and that was followed 
by the Commission over which Lord 
Cowper presided. He was a Unionist 
and a_ great Irish landlord, but he 
and his Commissioners were so much 
impressed by the state of things in Ireland 
that they recommended not only that 
judicial rents which had been fixed for 
fifteen years should be revised, but that 
leaseholders should be brought in under 
the Act. The Government of that day 
said through the mouth of Lord Salisbury 
that that would be not only impolitic but 
dishonourable. Some Liberal Unionist 
allies of the Government were not satisfied 
with that declaration and the Plan of 
Campaign was exceedingly successful. 
Before that Commission was over the 
leaseholders were brought in, and a great 
improvement was made in the social con- 
dition of Ireland. But the Government 
of that day made that change because 
they had entire control of the House of 
Lords. The present Government was 
exceedingly strong and had a very large 
majority and he hoped it would be able 
to do a great deal tor Ireland as well as 
| for England. There was, however, one 
| suggestion he would like to make before 
ihe sat down, and it was that he hoped 
this Government, strong as it was, would 
not give any opportunity to the people of 
| this country or to the people of Ireland, 
in connection with a bill which he must 
not discuss, of saying that the Roman 
| Catholics had to look to another place for 
| protection. 





| 
| 


Motion, by leave, withdrawn, 








a 


a. 
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in whom trust had been expressed and | 
he shared that trust. He hoped that the | 
result of this debate in which so many | 
of the troubles of Ireland had been laid | 
bare would be that the germ of hope | 
which they entertained would be brought 
to fruition. 


Original Question put, and agreed to. 


Resolution to be reported upon Monday 
| next; Committee to sit again upon Mon- 
| day next. 

| 


éMr. PAUL (Nottingham) said his only | 
excuse for taking part in this debate was 
that he was interested by a reference made 
by the hon, Member for East Mayo to Lord 
Cowper's Commission. How was that | 
Commission appointed? Owing to a/| 
sudden fall of rents five years after the | 
passing of the Land Act of 1881 Mr. 
Parnell introduced an Irish Land Bill 
which was rejected in the House of 
Commons. This was followed by the | 


Mr. Byles, 


MUSICAL COPYRIGHT BILL. 
Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 


Committee report Progress ; to sit again 
To-morrow. 


Acjourned at four minutes after 
Eleven o'clock. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, 29th June, 1906. 


EARLDOM OF NORFOLK. 


Message to the Commons for leave for 
the proper officer to attend the Committee 
for Privileges of this House in order to 
his being examined as a witness, and that 
he do bring with him the Journals of the 
House of Commons in order to their being 

: produced before the said Committee. 
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The Lord Castlemaine took the Oath. 





PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


—_—— 





The Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted the 
louse that the Clerk of the Parliaments 
= had laid upon the Table the Certificates 
from the Examiners that the further 
‘® Standing Orders applicable to the follow- 
ing Bills have been complied with: St. 
John’s (Westminster) Improvement ; Cork 
City Railways and Works. 

The same were ordered to lie on the 
Table. 


Midland Railway Bill. The King’s 
consent signified ; and Bill reported from 
the Select Committee, with Amendments. 


London and South Western Railway 
Bill. Reported from the Select Com- 
mittee, with Amendments. 


Epsom and Ewell Gas Bill. Reported 
from the Select Committee, with Amend- 
ments. 
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Uxbridge Gas Bill. Reported from the 
Select Committee, with Amendments. 


Waterford Corporation and Bridge Bill. 


| Reported from the Select Committee, | 


with Amendments. 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 4.) Bill [H.L.]. Reported from the 
Select Committee, with Amendments, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House. 


Poole Corporation Water Bill. Moved, 
That the order made on the 26th day of 
March last, “ That no Private Bill brought 
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from the House of Commons shall be read 
a second time after the 19th day of June 
next,” be dispensed with, and that the 
Bill be now read 2*; agreed to; Bill 
read 2* accordingly, and committed. 
The Committee to be proposed by the 


Committee of Selection. 


London County Council (Money) Bill. 
Moved, That the order made on the 26th 
day of March last, “ That no Private Bill 
brought from the House of Commons 
shall be read a second time after the 19th 
day of June next,” be dispensed with ; 
agreed to. 


jarry Railway Bill [H.1.]. Returned 
from the Commons agreed to. 


Sutton, Southcoates, and Drypool Gas 
Bill. Returned from the Commons with 
the Amendment agreed to. 


London County Council (Money) Bill. 
To be read z* on Thursday next.—(The 
Chairman of Committees.) 


Harbour Provisional Orders 
Pier and Harbour Provisional 
Orders (No. 2) Bill; Water Provisional 
Order Bill. Moved, That the order made 
on the 26th day of March last, “ That no 
Provisional Order Confirmation Bill 
brought from the House of Commons 
shall be read a second time after the 19th 

‘day of June next,” be dispensed with, and 
that the Bills be now read 2"; agreed to ; 
Bills read 2* accordingly. 


Pier and 
(No, 1) Bill; 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 5) Bill; Electrie Lighting Provisional 
Orders (No. 6) Bill. Read 3* (according 
to order), and passed. 


Sea Fisheries Provisional Order Bill. 
House in Committee (according to order). 
Bill reported without Amendment. 
Standing Committee negatived ; and Bill 
| to be read 3* on Monday next. 


| Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
| (No. 1) Bill; Pier and Harbour Provi- 
|sional Orders (No. 2) Bill. Committed 
ito a Committee of the Whole House on 


| Monday next. 


| Water Provisional Order Bill. Com- 
| mitted: The Committee to be proposed 
by the Committee of Selection. 
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(Housing of Working Classes) Bill (No. 
145); Local Government Provisional 
Orders (No. 8) Bill (No. 146); Local 
Government Provisional Orders (No. 11) 
Bill (No. 147). 
mons and read 1*; to be printed; and 
referred to the Examiners. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, LTC. 
LUNACY. 

Sixtieth Report of the Commissioners 
in Lunacy, 1906. Presented (by Com- 
mand), and ordered to lie on the Table. 

PUBLIC WORKS LOAN BILL. 

Thirty-first Annual Report of the 
Public Works Loan Board, 1905-1906 ; 
with appendices. 

WOODS, FORESTS, AND LAND 
REVENUES. 
Zighty-fourth Report of the Commis- 


{LORDS} 


Local Government Provisional Order | 18th, 


Brought from the Com- | 
'would spoil the boys’ holidays, 
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a date which coincides with 


the termination of the public schools 
summer holidays, and one that appears 
to be utterly inconvenient to everyone 
concerned. This is a most unfortunate’ 
time to have an examination, because it 
It is 
obvious that boys preparing for an 


/examination could not be away from 
| their work all that time, and the parents 
would either have to engage tutors during 
| the holidays to work the boys up for the 
| examination or else the boys would have 


sioners of His Majesty’s Woods, Forests, | 


and Land Revenues, dated 29th June, | 


1906. 


POST OFFICE (MONEY ORDERS), 
The Money Order Amendment (No. 1) 
Regulations, 1906, dated 22nd June, 1906. 
Laid before the House (pursuant to 

Act), and ordered to lie on the Table. 


METROPOLITAN AMBULANCE 
SERVICE. 
Petition for inquiry as to desirability 
of ; of borough of Kensington ; read, and 
ordered to lie on the Table. 


JUSTICES OF THE PEACE (NO. 2) BILL. 

Read 3* (according to order), with the 
Amendments, and passed, and returned 
to the Commons. 


MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS BILL. 

Read 3* (according to order), with the 
Amendment, and passed, and returned to 
the Commons. 





ARMY QUALIFYING EXAMINATION. 

Tue Eart or MAYO: My Lords, I 
beg to ask His Majesty’s Government if 
they are aware that the next Army quali- 
fying examination is fixed for September 





to go to crammers, This would be most 
untair to the public schools when they 
are endeavouring to pass boys direct into 
the Army and to do away altogether 
with the undesirable process of cramming. 
The time fixed for the examination is 
also one at which the masters as well as 
the boys are away, and I hope, therefore, 
that His Majesty's Government will alter 
the date by at least one month if not two 
months, so as to enable the boys to 
continue their work at school when they 
get back. 


THe UNDERSECRETARY ot: 
STATE vor WAR (The Earl of Ports 
MOUTH): My Lords, this Question only 
appeared on the Paper this morning, and 
| think my noble friend has forgotten 
that to-day is a holiday in the War Office. 
I have had no opportunity, therefore, of 
inquiring into the matter at all, or of 
communicating with any one upon it. If 
the noble Karl will postpone his Question 
until after Monday, I will communicate 
the answer to him direct, or, if he con- 
siders it desirable to put it again in 
the House, I shall be glad, after looking 
into the circumstances, to give him a reply 


Tue Eart or MAYO: I certainly 
will not trouble the House by putting 
the Question again if the answer which 
the noble Earl communicates to me 
is satisfactory, but if it is not I must be 
allowed to raise the matter again. 


SOUTH AFRICAN LABOUR. 


*Lorp HARRIS: My Lords, I beg to 
ask His Majesty's Government whether 
there is any truth in the rumour that they 
contemplate reintroducing indiscriminate 
labour recruiting for the Witwatersrand 
from Portuguese territory ; and to move 
for Papers. As your Lordships probably 
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know, the recruiting of natives in South 
Africa for the mines has been undertaken 
by a body called the Witwatersrand 
Native Labour Association. The system 
of that Association has been substituted 
for one which prevailed before the war, 
and in a few words I will explain to your 
Lordships what went on before the 
Association was formed. 


Up to 1889 the demand for labour on 
the Witwatersrand was not excessive, and 
although even then the Transvaal natives 
themselves did not come forward in large 
numbers, still there was an ample, or 
more than an ample, supply of labour 
coming through the East coast ports. 
That prevailed for some two or three 
years. The natives paid their own 
expenses to get to Johannesburg, and the 
rate of pay was, I believe, ls.a day. But 
about 1889 or 1890, the demand _ for 
labour suddenly increased, and increased 
considerably, and the mining companies 
had to send out men as recruiting agents. 
These agents were paid a commission per 
head for each native brought in, as well 
as their travelling expenses. That went 
on quite satisfactorily for a few years, 
until the demand for labour became 
really severe, and there grew up a system 
of monstrous tvranny on the part of 
these labour agents and touts. 


These men were carrying on a nefari- 
ous trade with natives on their way to 
the Witwatersrand, and to such an 
extent was this done, that the mining com- 
panies were very heavily mulcted in order 
to get the labour they required. The fees 
to the agents rose to as much as £4 and 
£4 15s, Od. per head, and the travelling 
expenses also increased. At the same 
time the wages of the boys themselves 
very nearly doubled. The iniquities 
committed were really serious. In order 
to prevent this practice by the touts of 
waylaying natives who were on their way 
to the mines the Pass Law was adopted 
by the Boer Government, but it was so 
inefficiently administered that natives 
were unable to get the passes which they 
should have had, and were punished for 
not having them. Then the war came, 
and large numbers of natives left the 
Transvaal. Whilst the war was going 
on the mining companies decided to form 
an association to put a stop to the 
depredations of these labour touts and to 
improve the conditions under which the 
natives were recruited and passed from 
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the frontier to Johannesburg. It was 
principally for this reason that the associa- 
tion was formed. 


The association is practically a com- 
pany, but one which distributes no profits. 
It is really a co-operative society for the 
purpose of obtaining labour in themost 
legitimate way, and its work is carried on 
under circumstances which should be open 
to inspection by Government and should 
be of the best possible character. That 
is the system which prevails now, but 
there is arumour, which is supported by 
cabled information from Johannesburg, 
that His Majesty’s Government contem- 
plate making a change and setting up 
competition by giving licences to other 
persons to recruit. Your Lordships will 
understand that about 6) per cent. or 
more of the Kaffir labour on the mines 
comes from Portuguese territory, and it 
is there that the principal servants of the 
association are employed. These are men 
well known in South Africa, and of the 
highest respectability. Of course, a 
certain number of those persons who were 
engaged in obtaining labour before the 
war did not get employment under the 
association. There are, therefore, a 
number of men in South Africa who are 
indignant at having lost their occupation, 
and are jealous of the association. 


Any stone is good enough to throw 
at the mining companies just now, 
encouraged as these people have been 
by some Members of His Majesty's 
Government; and one of the points 
of attack during the last few months 
has been the system of the Wit- 
watersrand Native Labour Association. 
It has been declared that their system is 
ineffective, and that the mining houses 
deliberately avoid getting as much native 
labour as is possible in order to bolster 
up the Chinese importation. Whatever 
faults may have been attributed to the 
mining companies, it is never suggested 
that they are not astute persons. They 
would be extremely foolish if they did 
not get as much Kaffir labour as possible, 
because it is cheaper than Chinese labour, 
and it is the fact that at this moment 
there are crushing mines which cannot 
get as much labour as they could wish. 


The form of attack on the association 
is that they are not recruiting Kaffirs as 
successfully as they could if they chose, 
and that it is only necessary to give these 


2U 2 
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licences to other people and thousands of 
additional Kaffirs will be forthcoming. 
That has been gone into most carefully 
on the spot by the secretary of the 
Witwatersrand Native Labour Associa- 
tion, who himself was a Government 
servant at one time, and he has shown 
most successfully in an elaborate report 
that these promises are quite fallacious. 
It was demonstrated before the Native 
Labour Commission by the same gentle- 
man that promises of producing Kaftir 
labour which had been made by various 
people were, when put to the test, not 
fulfilled. 


South African 


The point upon which I lay stress is 
this. The result of the introduction of 
this system has been a vast improvement 
to the Kaflirs themselves. Under the 
old system, anybody who could get a 
licence was empowered to go across 
country, pick up natives and bring them 
to the Witwatersrand, regardless of their 
comfort during the journey. All that 
has been changed. Every Kaftir re- 
cruited in Portuguese East Africa has to 
be brought to one place, where he is 
medically inspected to make sure that he 
is fit for the trying climate, where he is 
informed by a Government  ofticial of 


the conditions of service, and where 
he is supplied with blankets — so 
that his journey up to the higher 


altitudes may be made in reasonable 
comfort. All these beneficial changes 
have been brought about by the system 
of the Witwatersrand Native Labour 
Association, and I do deprecate most 
strongly, without His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment being advised from the other side 
to the contrary, any idea that may be 
lurking in their minds of setting up 
competition in this matter. The associa- 
tion will not suffer by it ; it is too strong ; 
but the person who I am afraid will 
suffer is the Kaffir, who will run the risk 
of being tempted away by men who are 
not as reliable, not as responsible, and 
not as respectable as the ofticers of the 
association, and who may mislead him 
hy promises which may not be fulfilled. 


I should be glad if the noble Earl 
could tell us what are the intentions of 
His Majesty’s Government in regard to 
this matter. If they are not prepared 
to accept the responsibility of deciding 


upon the question of Chinese labour, | 


why are they taking upon themselves 
Lord Harris. 


{LORDS} 
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the responsibility of deciding upon a 
question of this kind? The peopie on 
the spot are just as good judges of what 
they require in this matter as on the 
Chinese question. In a speech which the 
noble Earl made the other day he 
advocated the policy of trusting the man 
on the spot. I should like to know 
whether Lord Selborne has reported upon 
the question of the efficiency of the Wit- 
watersrand Native Labour Association, 
and whether he advises the setting up of 
licencees to compete with the association, 
I should be glad to know whether he has 
consulted a very eminent Portuguese 
official, lately the Governor-General in 
Portuguese East Africa and now the 
Minister for the Colonies at Lisbon, who 
has an intimate knowledge of what is 
best for Portuguese East Africa, and 
who, I am told, has the very strongest 
objection to recruiting being handed over 
to any one but a strong association 
recognised by the Government, and whose 
operations are, so to speak, inspected by 
Government. I hope the noble Ear! will 
be able to give satisfactory answers to 
these questions. I can assure him that 
this is a serious matter, and I trust that 
if any papers have been received upon 
the subject he will consent to lay them 
on the Table. 


Lahou r. 


*THE SECRETARY or STATE ror 
THE COLONIES (The Earl of Ener): 
My Lords, to the Question of my noble 
friend as it appears on the Paper, I think 
the briefest and most accurate answer 
would be a simple negative. His 
Majesty’s Government do not contem- 
plate reintroducing indiscriminate labour 
recruiting for the Witwatersrand from 
Portuguese territory, and therefore I do 
not think it is necessary for me to 
comment upon, or add anything to, the 
description which the noble Lord has 
given of what took place before the war 
under the system he condemns. I might 
just say that, so far as His Majesty's 
Government are concerned, their policy 
would essentially be directed to the im- 
provement of the condition of the natives, 
and to safeguarding their rights, and 
would certainly not revert to practices 
such as the noble Lord has described. 


The noble Lord has told us of the 
origin of the Witwatersrand Native 
Labour Association and how they came 
‘to take up the recruiting of native labour 
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for the mines. He described the associa- 
tion very appropriately as a co-operative 


society. I venture to think that a very 
good description because the whole 


essence of its position was that it repre- 
sented the mine owners and_ those 
interested in the working of the mines 
for which this labour was recruited. It 
it is essentially a voluntary association. 
It does not depend on any official sanction ; 
it was the deliberate action of the mine 
owners themselves to combine for this 
object. I am not prepared to deny that 
having a single agency for a purpose of 
this kind has considerable advantages. 
But all depends on the association having 
at its back the force by which it was 
originated ; and if it is found that there 
are substantial interests connected with 
the mines of the same nature as those 
for which the association was formed, or 
that some of those who took part in the 
formation of the association are 


now exist, then the position of this co- 


operative or voluntary society becomes | 


considerably moditied. 


I was rather surprised that the noble 
Lord 
which was given on_ behalf 
Majesty’s Government ten days ago in 
another place,t and as it very precisely 
detined the position we take up, I would 
ask your Lordships to allow me to read 
it. The question was— 

“ Whether the Government are aware that 
the sole right to recruit Kaflirs is enjoyed by 
the 
tion ; whether they are prepared to put an end 
to this monopoly ; and whether they will throw 
open recruiting of Kaflirs to other responsible 
persons or bodies.” 


The Answer given by the Under- 


Secretary was— 


“The Witwatersrand Native Labour Asso- | 
ciation is a voluntary union of all or most of | 
the principal mineowners to regularise and | 


control the recruiting of native labourers for 
the mines - 





*Lorp HARRIS: 
that all the mining 
operation. 


ny 
oO 
5 


{y information is 
roups are in co- 


*THeE EARL or ELGIN: Iam quite 
willing to take it that they were at one 
time. 


*Lorp HARRIS: They are now. 
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*THE Eart or ELGIN: The reply 
given on behalf of the Government 
proceeded— 

“Tt occupies a commanding position so far 
as recruiting in British South Africa is con- 
cerned, and enjoys a practical monoply in 
respect’ of British Central Africa and Portu- 
guese East Africa. Although this arrange- 
ment constitutes a great improvement upon 
the ‘free recruiting’ system which it has 
replaced, it is not itself without serious dis 
advantages. His Majesty’s Government are 
not unwilling to permit recruiting on equal 
terms by other bodies ; but their status, sub- 
stance, and responsibility must be clearly 
established beforehand in each particular case, 
in order that there may be no risk of the 
natives being deceived by extravagant promises 
or ill-used on their way to the mines.” 


Labour. 


I hope your Lordships will understand 
from that answer that there is no inten- 
tion of considering recruiting by agents 
who may have lost their occupation 





|in consequence of the changes that 
‘have taken place since the war. 


What is in contemplation is to meet 
|the objection of substantial mining 
interests which are not contented with 
the association, and do not consider it, as 
‘the noble Lord does, as representative of 
the whole of those interests. 


made no reference to an answer | 


of His | 


I would remind your Lordships that 
this question of recruiting in Portuguese 
East Africa depends on an Agreement 
which was concluded between Lord 
Milner as High Commissioner and the 
| Governor-General of Mozambique in 
December, 1901. In the second Article 
of that Agreement it is laid down that 
the collectors of labour are to be accepted 
| by both parties, and I maintain that in 
the Answer which I have read, that 
provision is provided for, and that an 
inquiry into the status, substance, and 
| responsibility of the persons who apply 
| for permission to recruit does carry out 
on our side the conditions of that Article. 


For the rest the matter remains with 
|the Portuguese Government. It is for 
| the Portuguese Governor-General, and 
| for him alone, to give permits for re- 
|cruiters. Under these circumstances we 
| have had to consider the necessity of 
| communications, not only with the High 
Commissioner, as the noble Lord sug- 
gested, but also possibly with the Portu- 
guese authorities. Those communica- 
tions are still proceeding, and I am 
therefore not in a position to give a final 
and definite answer as to what may be 
‘the outcome. Nor am I able to say with 
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precision what Papers I shall be able to 
lay upon the Table of the House, but I 
can assure the noble Lord that His 
Majesty's Government have nothing to 
conceal in this matter. They are simply 
working out the policy described in the 
answer given in the other House, and 
which I have quoted. I shall be quite 
prepared, when the time comes, to give 
your Lordships any Papers in connection 
with this subject that I can reasonably 
be expected to produce, 


House adjourned at five minutes 
past Five o’elock, till Monday 
next, Eleven o’clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, 29th June, 1906, 


The 
Clock. 


House met at Twelve of the 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE BILLS [Lorps] (STANDING 
ORDERS NOT PREVIOUSLY — IN- 
QUIRED INTO COMPLIED WITH). 

Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table 

Report from one of the Examiners of 

Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the 

case of the following Bills, originating 

in the Lords, and referred on the First 

Reading thereof, the Standing Orders 

not previously inquired into, and which 

are applicable thereto, have been complied 
with, viz. :—Nettlebed and District Com- 
mons (Preservation) Bill [Lords]; Ritz 

Hotel, Limited, Bill{Lords|; Folkestone, 

Sandgate, and Hythe Tramways Bill 


{ Lords]. 


Ordered, That 
second time. 


the Bills be read a 


Cambrian Railways Bill {Lords}, Read 
the third time, and passed, with Amend- 
ments 


3ury Corporation Bill [Lords] ; Clacton 
Urban District Council Bill [Lords]. As 
Lord Elgin. 


{COMMONS} 





Bill Business. 


amended, considered ; Amendments 
made ; Bill to be read the third time. 
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Newport Harbour Commissioners Bill 
[Lords] ; Railway Clearing System (Super- 
annuation Fund) Bill |Lords}. As 
amended, considered ; to be read the 
third time. 


Sheffield District Railway Bill [Lords] 
(by Order). As amended, considered ; to 
be read the third time. 


Local Government Provisional Order 
(Housing of Working Classes) Bill ; Local 
Government Provisional Orders (No. 11) 
Bill ; Pierand Harbour Provisional Order 
(No. 3) Bill. Read the third time, and 
passed, 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 8) Bill. As amended, considered ; 
read the third time, and passed. 


Kingston-upon-Hull Corporation Bill. 
Reported, with Amendments. Report to 
lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 


PRIVATE BILLS (GROUP H). 


Mr. Mooney reported from the Com- 
mittee on Group H of Private bills, 
That, for the convenience of parties, 
the Committee had adjourned till Tuesday 
next, at half past Eleven of the clock. 


Report to lie upon the Table. 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 


That they have agreed to :—Indian 
Railways Act Amendment Bill; Educa- 
tion of Defective Children (Scotland) Bill ; 
North and South Shields Electric Railway 
Bill; Brixham Gas (Electric Lighting) 
3ill, without Amendment. 


Kettering Water Bill, with Amend- 
ments. 


That they have passed a Bill, intituled, 
“An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade, 
under the Gas and Water Works Facilities 
Act, 1870, relating to Bolsover and 
District Water, Great Grimsby Gas, Great 
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Grimsby Water, Hoylake and West Kirby 
Water, Wath-upon-Dearne and District 
Gas, and Wollaston Gas.” [Gas and 
Water Orders Confirmation Bill { Lords. | 


Also, a Bill, intituled, “An Act to 
confirm certain Provisional Orders made 
hy the Board of Trade, under the Gas 
and Water Works Facilities Act, 1870, 
relating to Charing Gas, Chichester Gas, 
Corsham Gas, Farnham Gas, and King’s 
Lynn Gas.” [Gas Orders Confirmation 
(No. 1) Bill [ Lords. } 


Also, a Bill, intituled, “An Act to 
confirm certain Provisional Orders made 
hy the Board of Trade under the 
(vas and Water Works Facilities Acts, 
1870, relating to Newport Pagnell Gas, 
Pontardulais Gas, Raunds Gas, Redditch 
(Gas, and Saint Austell Gas.” {Gas Orders 
Confirmation (No. 2) Bill { Lords. | 


Also, a Bill, intituled, “An Act to 
confirm certain Provisional Orders made 
hy the Board of Trade under The Gas 
snd Water Works Facilities Act, 1&70, 
relating to Herne Bay Water, Maidstone 
Water, Mid-Kent Water, Rickmansworth 
and Uxbridge Valley Water, Sleaford 
and District Water, and Slough Water.” 
| Water Orders Confirmation Bill | Lords. | 


Also, a Bill, intituled. “An Act to 
contirm certain Provisional Orders made 
hy the Board of Trade under The Electric 
Lighting Acts, 1882 and 1888, The 
Rlectrie Lighting (Scotland) Act, 1890, 
and The Electric Lighting (Scotland) Act, 


1902, relating to Bellshill, Blantyre, 
Bothwell, Dunfermlime and _ District, 


Dunoon, Fochabers, Inveresk, Shettles- 
ton, and Tolleross, and Uddingston.” 
(Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 3) Bill [Lords.] 


And, also, a Bill, intituled, “ An Act 
for confirming an agreement between 
the right hon. Godfrey Charles, Viscount 
Tredegar, and the trustees of his 
settled estates, and the Alexander 
(Newport and South Wales) Docks and 
Railway Company, for the conveyance to 
the Company of lands forming part of the 
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settled estates; and an Agreement 
hetween the Company and Lord Tredegar 
for the issue to Lord Tredegar of a sum 
of £100,000 Preferred Ordinary Stock 
of the Company; for authorising the 
trustees of the settled estates to purchase 
from Lord Tredegar a sum of £25,000, 
part of such last-mentioned Preferred 
Ordinary Stock ; and fcr other purposes.” 
{Lord Tredegar’s Supplemental Estate 
Bill { Lords. | 


Earldom of Norfolk,—That they request 
that this House will be pleased to give 
leave to the proper Officer of this House 
to attend, in order to his being examined 
as a Witness before the Committee for 
Privileges, and to bring with him the 
Journals of this House in order to 
their being produced before the said 
Committee. 


Gas and Water Orders Confirmation 
Bill [Lords]. Read the first time; 
referred to the Examiners of Petitions for 
Private Bills, and to be printed. [Bill 
286. | 


Gas Orders Confirmation (No. 1) Bill 
{Lords]. Read the first time ; referred 
to the Examiners of Petitions for Private 
Bills, and to be printed. [Bill 287.} 


Gas Orders Confirmation (No. 2) Bill 
Lords}. Read the first time ; referred 
to the Examiners of Petitions for Private 
Bills, and to be printed. [Bill 288. } 


Water Orders Confirmation Bill 
[Lords]. Read the first time; referred 
to the Examiners of Petitions for Private 
Bills, and to be printed. [Bill 289.] 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 3) Bill [Lords]. Read the first 
time; referred to the Examiners of 
Petitions for Private Bills, and to be 
printed. [Bill 290.] 


Lord Tredegar’s Supplemental Estate 
Bill [Lords]. Read the first time ; and 
referred to the Examiners of Petitions for 
Private Bills. 








Questions. 


PETITIONS. 


BETTING AND GAMBLING. 


Petitions from Hyde, for legislation ; 
to lie upon the Table. 


DUBLIN CIVIL BILL COURT AMEND.- 
MENT BILL. 
Petition from Dublin, in favour; to 
lie upon the Table. 


EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 

Petitions against; from Alvaston and 
Boulton; Bylchan, Denbigh, and other 
places in the Diocese of St. Asaph; 
Cholsey (two); Newport; Rhiw; and, 
Wylam ; to lie upon the Table. 


EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 
BILL (RELIGIOUS TEACHING). 
Petitions against alteration of Law; 
from Beccles; Biddenham; Clophill ; 
Dacre and Soulby ; Newbiggin ; Poding- 
ton; Sedgefield; Stamton; and Upper- 
thong (two) ; to lie upon the Table. 


INFANT LIFE PROTECTION. 
Petitions for alteration of Law; from 


Stone; and Whitby; to lie upon the 
Table. 


LAND VALUES TAXATION, ETC. 
(SCOTLAND) BILL. 
Petition from Glasgow, against ; to lie 
upon the Table. 


POISONS AND PHARMACY BILL 
{Lorps]. 
Petitions for alteration; from Glas- 
gow ; Manchester; and Whitby; to lie 
upon the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
SUGAR CONVENTION (NO. 5, 1906). 
Copy presented, of Report of Proceed- 

ings of the International Sugar Commis- 
sion, Spring Session, 1906 { by Command] ; 
to lie upon the Table. 
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PUBLIC WORKS LOAN BOARD. 


Copy presented, Thirty-first Annual 
Report (for 1905-6), with Appendices 
[by Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to 
he printed. [No. 227.] 


WOODS, FORESTS, AND LAND 
REVENUES. 

Copy presented, of Eighty-fourth 
Report of the Commissioners, dated June 
29th, 1906 [by Act]; to lie upon the 
Table, and to be printed. [No. 228.] 


ISLE OF MAN. 


Account presented, of Revenue and 
Expenditure for the year ended March 
31st, 1906, with the Report of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General thereon 
[by Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to 
printed. [No. 229.] 


POST OFFICE (MONEY ORDERS.) 

Copy presented, of the Postal Order 
(Inland) Amendment (No. 1) Regulations, 
1906, dated June 22nd, 1906 [by Act]; 
to lie upon the Table. 


INCLOSURES (COUNTY OF NORFOLK), 

Return ordered, “showing (1) the 
number of Inclosures of common land 
made under the Inclosure Acts from 
1845 to 1899 in the County of Norfolk ; 
(2) list of parishes within which such 
lands are wholly or partly situate ; (3) 
total acreage of such Inclosures; (4) 
average acreage of such Inclosures.” 


(Mr. “infrey. ) 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Dismissal of Irish National School 
Teachers. 

Mr. THOMAS O'DONNELL (Kerry, 
W.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he 
will state the number of Irish national 
school teachers who have been dismissed 
by order of the Board for inefficiency, 
degraded from the position of principal 
to that of assistant on the same allega- 
tion, or forced to retire on small pensions 








to 
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when within five years of their maximum 
service, during each of the last ten years, 
with average number of years served in 
each case. 
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(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Com- 
missioners of National Education have 


Questions. 


furnished me with the following state- 
| ment :— 





| Teachers dismissed for 





| Teachers from whom 
Teachers degraded | salary was withdrawn 











Year. re he : from position of within five years of 
inefficiency, principal teacher, bat | their maximum 
not dismissed. service. 
| 
| 
1896 - - - | Nil. Nil Nil 
is .« 24 6 Nil 1 
1898 - - - | 16 Nil 1 
| | 
1899 - - | 24 6 6 
1900 - - - 19 Nil 9 
1901 - - - 18 2 6 
1902 - - - 26 1 6 
1903 - : : 4] 5 17 
1904 - - - 61 3 24 
1905 - . , 49 9 - 
The average service of the teachers | of the company, who courteously informed 


included in the last column was thirty- 
seven years. 


Rateable Value and Income-Tax on 
Bass’s, Allsopp’s, and Guinness’s Brewery. 

Mr. FETHERSTONHAUGH  (Fer- 
managh, N.): To ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether he is aware that 
the rateable valuation of Bass and Com- 
pany’s brewery at Burton is £43,771, 
Allsopp’s in same town £28,673, and 
Guinness’s brewery, Dublin, £12,000 ; 
will he say if income-tax is charged 
upon these valuations as well as local 
rates and taxes ; and can he say at what 
date the Commissioner of Valuation will 
be in a position to commence the re- 
valuation of the City of Dublin. 


_ (Answered by Mr. McKenna.) The 
information, on which I was able to reply 
to the hon. Member's Question on the 
l4th instant + respecting Messrs. Bass’s 
breweries, was supplied by the secretary 





t+ See (4) Debates, elviii., 1112-3. 





the Commissioner of Valuation (Ireland) 
that the net rateable value of their three 
breweries was £22,150. I understand 
that the figure quoted by the hon. 
Member includes stores and other build- 
ings besides the breweries. The figure 
given for Messrs. Alsopp’s breweries is, 
I believe, approximately correct, if the 


other buildings are included. The 
amount, £22,000, stated by me to be the 


valuation of Messrs. Guinness’s breweries 
was taken from this year’s valuation lists. 
The revenue is not affected by the 
amount of the valuation, inasmuch as 
the annual value on which property tax 
is paid is allowed as a deduction in 
computing the profits of the business for 
assessment under Schedule D. The 
Commissioner of Valuation informs me 
that he expects to begin the revaluation 
of Dublin within the next two months. 


Transportation of Unemployed to the 
Colonies. 
Sir CHARLES DILKE (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest of Dean): To ask the 








Questions. 


President of the Local Government Board ! 
if he will state how many adult males 
have recently been sent to New Zealand 
by unemployed committees receiving aid 
from rates or public taxes, and how 
many sent elsewhere across the seas. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) Up 
to May 31st last, the Central (Unem- 
ployed) Body for London had sent 350 
adult males to the Colonies, viz. 41 to 
New Zealand and 309 to Canada. 
Returns from the Distress Committees 
outside London show that, up to March 
31st last, they had sent 152 adult males 
to the Colonies, all of whom went to 
Canada. The later figures have not yet 
been received. 


Report of Motor Cars Commission. 

Mr. YOUNGER (Ayr Burghs): To 
ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board when the Report of the 
Royal Commission on Motor Cars may 
be expected. 


(Answered hy Mr. John Burns.) have 
made inquiry on this subject, and I have 
every reason to believe that the Report 
will shortly be presented, 


Outbreak of Ophthalmia at Rugby. 

Mr. R. PEARCE (Staffordshire, Leek) : | 
To ask the President of the Local Gov- 
ernment Board whether his attention has 
been called to the frequent recurrence of | 
cases of ophthalmia, conjunctivis impetigo, 
and other preventible diseases at the 
public school at Rugby during some 
years past; and whether, by holding an 
inquiry or otherwise, he will take steps 
to prevent danger to the public health 
by the spread of these disorders, usually 
arising from bad sanitary arrangements. 


(Anwered by Mr. John Burns.) I was 
not aware of the outbreaks referred to. 
I will communicate with the urban dis- 
trict council on the subject. 


Increase of Rates between Newhaven and 
Dieppe. | 

Sir JOHN BRUNNER (Cheshire, | 
Northwich) : To ask the President of the | 
Board of Trade whether he is aware that | 
the London, Brighton, and South Coast | 
Railway Company have for several | 
years past charged more than their legal | 
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maximum fares for passengers from 
London or Newhaven to Dieppe, and that 
their Bill of this year, which has passed 
this House, allows of an increase in the 
legal maximum ; and whether the Board 


_made any Report upon the Bill as regards 


these facts. 


(Answered hy Mr. Lloyd-George.) The 
3oard of Trade have recently pointed out 
to the London, Brighton, and South 
Coast Railway Company that the fares 
they are charging to passengers from 
Newhaven to Dieppe, and to third class 
passengers from London to Dieppe, appear 
to be in excess of their powers, and the 
Company is putting reduced fares into 
operation on the Ist proximo. The 
Company’s Bill of this Session contains a 
proposal to increase the maximum fares 
authorised on the steam vessels between 
Newhaven and Dieppe. No Report from 
the Department on this proposal appears 
to be required by Standing Orders, but the 
Board communicated with the Company, 
who agreed to make a reduction in the 
maximum fares proposed for second and 
third class passengers. ‘The new maxima 
will be 1zs. 6d. and &s. 6d., in-place of 
13s. and 10s. respectively, as originally 
proposed, and the Company have under- 
taken to amend the Bill accordingly. 


Board of Education Library Catalogue. 


Mr. THOMASSON (Leicester) : To 
ask the President of the Board of Eduea- 
tion, whether, in view of the current 
controversy upon education, and the 
complexity of the whole subject, he will 
arrange for a printed catalogue of the 
library of the Board of Education at 
St. Stephen’s House to be prepared and 
made available at the earliest possible 
time for the use of the general public. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The ques- 
tion of a catalogue of the Board of Edu- 


cation Library has, I know, been under 


consideration ; but as the hon. Member’s 


| Question is only put upon the Paper to- 


day, and the library and office of the 
Board are closed to-day, being His 
Majesty’s Birthday, I am unable to ob- 
tain the requisite information for giving 
an adequate Answer to the Question. _ If 
he will put it on the Paper again this day 
week I will endeavour to furnish a con- 
sidered reply. 
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Orange Processions at Carrickmore. 


Mr. MURNAGHAN (Tyrone, Mid.) : 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland, whether he is 
aware that it has been announced that 
a body of Orangemen, with bands and 
lannei’s, are to parade the streets of 
(arrickmore, county Tyrone, on the 
oming July 12th, and that their coming is 
iewed with resentment ; is he aware that 
che district is overwhelmingly Catholic, 
ind that the presence on such a day of men 
with Orange emblems, and bands play- 
ing party tunes, is calculated to create ill 
feeling and likely to ineite to riot ; and 
whether, seeing that the late Government 
refused to allow Catholic processionists to 
march througt Protestant strongholds and 
vice versa, will he take steps to forbid the 
intended procession to take place. 


(Answered hy Mr. Bryce.) The matter 
in question is being inquired into. The 
necessary steps for the preservation of 
the peace will be taken, but I am not at 
present ina position to make a statement 
as to the particular steps which may be 
necessary. — It much to be desired 
that both parties would agree to desist 
simultaneously from the practice of 
marching with party emblems and bands 
playing party tunes, a practice which has 
frequently caused breaches of the peace. 


1s 


ELECTIONS (MEETINGS IN SCHOOL- 
ROOMS) BILL [Lorps. ] 
Read the first time; to be read a 
second time upon Wednesday next, and 
to be printed. [Bill 285.) 


LAND TENURE BILL. 

As amended (by the Standing Com- 
mittee), further considered. 

Sir FREDERICK BANBURY (City of 
London) said that in his speech on the 
previous Friday he had pointed out that 
the principal defect of Sub-section 1 of 
Clause 1 was that it left out a line 
which appeared in a similar section of 
the Agricultural Holdings Act of 1900, 


which in his opinion constituted a 
safeguard, namely “of the inherent 


capabilities of the soil.” He admitted on 
that oceasion that there were many hon. 
Members on the Opposition side of the 


{29 JuNE 1906} 


Tenure Bill. 1258 
House who believed their object would 
be obtained by leaving out those words 
“the inherent capabilities of the soil.” 
The reason they objected to the words 
being inserted was that should there be 
any dispute it would be very difficult to 
ascertain what improvements were due 
to the inherent capabilities of the soil, 
and what to some other reason. It 
was, he admitted, difficult to find out 
what had been produced by the in- 
herent capabilities of the soil, and what 
had been produced by better work on 
the part of the farmer, and he agreed 
that nothing that could give facili- 
ties to the members of the legal pro- 
fession for earning money should be put 
into an Act of Parliament. But the 
thing must tell the other way, and the 
effect of leaving these words out would be 
what very frequently happened now, 
namely, that a farmer would take a farm 
in first-class condition, hold it for three 
vears, take all he could out of it and go 
away. In one particular case in which 
he was interested the man went bankrupt 
and they ascertained that he never had 
any capital, and he had been living in that 
way for the previous ten years. In 
regard to these words the landlords were 
willing to come to a compromise and not 
engage in litigation, because they knew it 
was difficult to say what was due to the 
inherent capabilities of the soil, and the 
same would apply to the farmer who 
must know perfectly well that though the 
improvements were the result of his work 
and not due to the inherent capabilities 
of the soil there would be difficulty in 
proving it, and there would be a risk of 
litigation. He proposed to add at the 
end of the sub-section words which would 
re-insert the words of the Act of 1900— 
the words “inherent capabilities of the 
soil.” If this sub-section was retained that 
would insure the purpose he had in view, 
and he was quite content to achieve his 
object in that way. Meanwhile he 
moved the omission of the sub-section. 


Mr. GARDNER (Berkshire, Woking- 
ham) expressed the opinion that this was 
a most unfair clause so far as the landlord 
was concerned. It was quite possible 
for a farmer who knew the land to esti- 
mate what the inherent capabilities of the 
soil were. It was not right that anyone 
should be allowed to claim a right to 
the inherent capabilities of the soil, and 
if they were to be transferred at all they 
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should be transferred for the benefit of 
the general public. Supposing a farm 
was let to be cultivated in the manner in 
which it had been cultivated for genera- 
tions. As time went on, the tenant might 
find that the land would be of greater 
value if cultivated in a different manner. 
In such a case surely a tenant ought to 
have the right to cultivate the land in the 
best way. He thought these words ought 
not to be left out, they were easily defin- 
able and easily adjusted between a man 
and his tenant. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 10, to leave ont Sub- 
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section (1) of Clause 1.”—(Sir Frederick Ban- 
bury.) 


Question proposed, “ That the words | 
| 


proposed to be left out, to the end of | 
page 1, line 17, stand part of the Bill.” 


| 
| 
| 
| 
Sir EDWARD STRACHEY (Somer- | 
setshire, 8.) said he could not quite under- | 
stand why the hon. Baronet had moved | 
to leave out this sub-section. With | 
regard to the question of the inherent | 
capabilities of the soil he thought the dis- | 
cussion now taking place was a belated 
one when they considered what took 
place during the passage of the Agri- | 
cultural Holdings Act of 1900. Sir) 
Charles Welby then moved an Amend- | 
ment with a similar object, but the | 
Government of the day, and the then | 
President of the Board of Agriculture, | 
the right hon. Member for South Dublin, 
absolutely refused to consider that in- | 
justice would be done to the landlord, 
or to accept the Amendment, and he 
retained the Bill in the shape it was 
introduced in the House of Commons. 
It was quite true that in another place 
these words were put in, but, in 
the opinion of the then Government, 
they were absolutely unnecessary and | 
uncalled for. That was not only the 
opinion of the Government, but also of | 
Captain Pretyman, who farmed some | 
thousands of acres himself, his view 
being that they would not affect com- 
pensation one way or the other, that the 
putting in of the words “the inherent 
capabilities of the soil” wouid only con- 
fuse the minds of the valuers, and that, 
speaking from a practical standpoint, 
the words should be omitted. Although 
not agreat landlord like Captain Prety- 
man, he himself had had some practical 





Mr. Gardner. 
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experience in these matters, and he 
agreed with every word uttered by 


Captain Pretyman in 1900 on this 
question. Valuers held the same view, 


and the Central Chamber of Agricul. 
ture had emphatically declared against 
the words “inherent capabilities of the 
soil” being again introduced. He hoped 
the Amendment would not be pressed 
because it was undesirable to re-argue 
a matter which had been definitely 
decided in 1900. 


*Mr. COCHRANE (Ayrshire, N.) said 
it appeared to him that the hon. Baronet 
had found himself in a strange and diff- 
cult position, He now urged that to 


| insert these words would confuse the minds 


of the valuers, but the hon. Baronet was 
somewhat stultifying some previous Acts 
of his own, because he was one of the 
promoters of the Scottish Agricultural 
Holdings Bill which had the whole weight 
of the late Board of Agriculture behind it. 


Sirk EDWARD STRACHEY said that 
was purely a Consolidation Bill, not 
amending but simply codifying existing 
law. 


*Mr. COCHRANE said that was an 
extraordinarily specious argument, but it 
would not do. The fact ot the matter 
was the hon. Gentleman was in a difficulty. 
Another name on the back of the Scottish 
Agricultural Holdings Bill was that of 
the hon. and learned Attorney-General 
for Scotland, and if he had for a moment 
thought that these words bore the inter- 
pretation placed upon them by the hon, 
Gentleman who sat next him, he would 
not have permitted them to come into any 
Bill having his name on the back. The 
real fact was that the hon. Gentleman had 
been rushed by the private Members 
behind the Bill. Without consulting 
the Board of Agriculture they had 


‘introduced a hotch-potch Bill dealing 


with the 
ing the 
upsetting 


Game and other laws affect- 
agricultural interests, and 
the law which had existed 
for many years, without adequate con- 
sideration. The hon. Gentleman had 
either to bring his own knowledge to bear 
against that of the promoters of the Bill and 
to state what was his mind and what was 
that of the Department he represented, or 
he had to make some specious excuse In 
order to accept the point of view of the 
promoters. He thought his hon. friend, 
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jn moving the rejection of this sub-section 
was perfectly logical and in order. There 
were only two logical courses to take, 
either to leave out the whole of the sub- 
section or so to amend it as to bear out 
the law which they intended to pass. He 
thought the best solution of the difficulty 
yas to accept the suggestion of his hon. 
iriend and to leave it out. 


THE SOLICITOR-GENERAL — For 
SCOTLAND (Mr. Ure, Linlithgowshire) 
aid he did not think that anyone in 
she House who had the _ slightest 
‘amiliarily with the question of the rights 
of the tenants would support this Amend- 
ment. ‘To Scotsmen, at all events, it was 
sufficient to say in the words of the most 
eminent authority that they had on this 
branch of the law— 


“No man can claim for an improvement | 
effected by him what is due to the inherent | 


capabilities of the soil, and in practice the Court 
has never been asked to deal with such a 
preposterous claim.” 


Although that authority might not 
appeal with great force to English Mem- 
bers, he thought it would certainly carry 
some weight. He thought the Amend- 


ment would afford the landlord no pro- | 


tection whatever and might have the 
effect of creating some injustice. 


Sir’ E. CARSON 
sity) said he rose not for the purpose 
of urging the acceptance of this 
Amendment, but merely for the purpose 
of calling attention to the drafting of 
the sub-section. He had had some ex- 


perience of trying to make out the mean- | 
ing of sub-sections of Acts of Parliament | 


from time to time, and this was one of the 


most extraordinary ‘he had ever read. | 


It spoke of “the first schedule to this 
Act,” but it appeared on examination 
that it did not mean this Act, but 
another Act, the Agricultural Holdings 
Act of 1883. Then, too, he found 
that the first section of the Act of 
1883 was repealed by the first section of 
the Act of 1900, and now the first section 
of the Act of 1900 was being repealed by 
this Bill, and when the first section of the 
Act of 1900 which repealed the first 
section of the Act of 1883 was repealed 
by the first section of this Bill, then he 
wanted to know what became of the 
first section of the Act of 1883. He 
would put another conundrum. How were 
the improvements to be dealt with which 
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were made before this Act, but not before 
the principal Act of 1883? They re- 
pealed this section, but at the same time 
said it was to be subject to the Agricul- 
tural Holdings Act of 1883 which was 
called the principal Act. He found in the 
Act of 1883 very elaborate provisions as 
to what was to be the commencement of 
the Act in relation to improvements of ten 
years before. Did the present Bill deal 
only with improvements made after it 
should come into operation or with im- 
provements made before this Act and 
not before the Act of 1883. These 
questions did not go to the merit of 
the Bill but merely to its drafting. 
He hoped the Government would put 
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their draftsman on the Bill fora few hours, 
so that the next time it came before the 
House of Commons it might be in so 
simple a form that he who ran might 
read, 


| 

| 

| Tue SOLICITOR-GENERAL (Sir W. 
| Rogson, South Shields) said the right 
| hon. Gentleman had succeeded in putting 
| very humorously what were not uncom- 
| mon difficulties in all legislation by 
'reference. He thought the clause was 
| open to some of the objections to legisla- 
| tion by reference, but that it was on the 
| whole simpler than most cases where this 
| course was adopted. 


(Dublin Univer- | 


Sir E. CARSON : No wonder we grow 
rich ! 


Sir W. ROBSON said what the clause 
did was to repeal and re-enact and that 
was precisely the method which was 
adopted by those who objected to legise 
| lation by reference. That was what this 
clause did, and thus it gave rise to the 
apparent absurdities to which the right 
hon. Gentleman had referred. The Act 
of 1900 was not repealed entirely. What 
was desired was to make an alteration in 
sub-section (1) of that Act, and therefore, 
sub-section (1) was repealed and another 
sub-section substituted for it in this 
Bill. This was a measure in which in 
future would be read the Act of 1900 
with the Amendments in this Bill. The 
references to the Act of 1883 in the section 
were perfectly proper. The section said 
that the provisions of this bill were to 
be subject not merely to the Act of 1900 
but to the principal Act of 1883. He 
did not think the Government draftsman 
would be able to make a better job of 
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the Bill unless the expedient of a consoli- 
dating and codifying Act were adopted. 
That course, however, could not be pur- 
sued in every case if time were to be 
economised. 


Coroner LOCKWOOD (Essex, Ep- 
ping) said he had no wish to lose himself 
in the mazes of the law. So far as he 
knew, the difficulties alluded to by the 
Solicitor-General and other legal Members 


might not be apparent to laymen 
such as himself. But the laymen, 


who were generally the owners of the 
property in such cases as they were now 
discussing, if they were not aware of the 
difficulties, were painfully aware of the 
injustice inflicted by this Bill. The 
Solicitor-General for Scotland had made 
perfectly plain the difficulty into which 
they had been landed by making this 
Bill apply to both England and Scot- 
land. He did not wish to argue the 
question of the inherent capabilities of 
the soil. He would take the case of 
land near a large town, which for years 
had been farmed by the tenant under the 
ordinary system of rotation of crops. 
As the town increased in size the tenant 
discovered that a fortune might be made 
by growing vegetables or fruit. In_his 
opinion it was most unfair that the whole 
characteristics of the farm should be | 
altered without the consentof the landlord. 
The landlord knew what the soil was 
capable of producing, and he might be ina 
position to advise his tenant that he would 
be wrong if he tried to establish a market 
garden upon certain land. If the tenant 
went on with his plan against the ad- 
vice of his landlord, was it right in case 
he did not succeed that he should charge 
his landlord with a large amount as com- 
pensation when the whole of the money 
had been laid out against the landlord’s 
advice and knowledge? Such a_pro- 
ceeding would be grossly unfair, because 
the owner or his agent was much better 
acquainted with the capabilities of the 
soil than the tenant. He should there- 
fore support the Amendment. 


Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, 8.) 
said he listened with astonishment to 
the Solicitor-General’s defence of the 
draftsmanship of the Bill. The hon. and 
learned Gentleman unfortunately would 
not be available to assist the unlucky 
agriculturists all over the country who 


Sir W. Robson. 
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'if this Bill passed would be called on to 
| try and understand its terms. Although 
ihe was familiar with the Acts of 1883 
and 1900 it took him some time to under- 
stand what was the intention of the pro- 
moters of the present Bill. The whole 
object of the sub-section was to get rid 
of the words, “the inherent capability 
of the soil,” and his hon. friends desired 
that they should be retained. What 
the promoters of the Bill had lost 
sight of was that in 1900 the opinion 
he held, and which he gave expres- 
sion to, as to the accurate description 
of the effect of these words was not 
shared by a great many other Members, 
who resisted his suggestion and held that 
the excision of these words from the 
Statute would have a serious effect. The 
result was that the words were inserted 
in another place, and the Amendment 
accepted when the Bill came back to 
this House. During the six years that 
had passed there had not been one 
single instance where the retention of 
the words had caused either doubt or 
difficulty, and he submitted that the 
experience of those six years justified 
the action taken by his hon. friends. 
Their view was shared by many 
practical agriculturists in and out of the 
House. His view in 1900 was what it 
was now, namely, that whether these 
words were inserted or not no practica 
valuer who was called upon to deal with 
valuations of agricultural improvements 
eifected by tenants could by any possi- 
bility exclude from his purview what was 
due for the cultivation of the soil accord- 
ing to the agreement of the tenant. Two 
distinct operations were performed by 
the tenant. He took his farm under an 
agreement which imposed certain obliga- 
tions, one of which was to pursue a 
system of good husbandry or a system in 
accordance with the custom of the 
district, and in return the tenant got 
the land for a particular rent. It was 
the custom of the tenant to spend a 
certain amount of money upon im- 
provements, but the mere farming 
of the land was a part of the condi- 
tion upon which the tenant farmer 
received the farm at a particular rent. 
If the tenant did not enter into that 
undertaking the question of rent would 
at once have been materially altered. If 
the tenant was a good farmer he would go 
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capital into his farm, often with beneficial 
results. There were many farmers pos- 
sessing intelligence, industry and fore- 
sight, who spent money upon the land 
from which no good result had followed 
and for which the tenant had no claim at 
ill for compensation. Therefore he be- 
lieved the promoters of the Bill would 
lo well not to lay so much importance on 
-he retention of the words, or to embark 
i such complicated legislation for so 
small a result. 


CoLonEL KENYON-SLANEY (Shrop- 
shire, Newport) reminded the House that 
during the discussion on the Bill of 1883, 
introduced by a Liberal Government, the 
late Lord Herschell most emphatically 
endorsed those words words that 
should be in the Bill, and that opinion 
was corroborated by the united opinion 
of those responsible for the introduction 
of that measure. When they were asked 
to consider this Bill as merely a re-echo 
of the Bill of 1900 he had a right to remind 
the Liberal Party of what was the opinion 
of their chief lawyer when the subject 
consideration of 


as 


came under the 
Parliament. As regarded this particular 


Amendment he had no very strong feeling. 
He quite realised that valuers probably 
did not take into accovnt the ‘nherent 
capabilities of the soil, but was it not 
possible that valuers when they saw 
the provision was taken out might think 
it was a direct instruction that they 
should take improvements due to those 
capabilities inte consideration? He 
thought they should correct the sub- 
section by re-introducing those words, 
because they were, to a certain extent, a 
safeguard. 


Mr. ABEL SMITH (Hertfordshire, 
Hertford) said he was afraid that the 
leaving out of those words might be 
taken by the valuers in a wrong sense in 
adjudicating upon what was really the 
property of the owner of the soil. He was 
one of those who had never been able 
to understand why people should have 
any difficulty in understanding what 
these words meant. The meaning was 
perfectly clear. The “inherent capabili- 
ties of the soil” was the fertility of the 
soil which might hitherto have been 
lying latent. It was the property of 
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the owner of the soil, to secure which 
possibly he had paid £40, £50, or even 
£100 per acre. It was the only means 
by which the owner could secure any 
return for the capital he laid out in 
purchasing the land. What was the 
occupier of the land who made improve- 
ments by his skill and labour entitled 
to? So long as he remained in occupa- 
tion of the land he enjoyed the results 
of the improvements he had made, and 
when his tenancy was determined he 
was justly entitled to be compensated 
for the labour and capital which he had 
expended, and which he had not enjoyed 
to the full. If they left out the words, 
“inherent capabilities,” it might result 
in the outgoing tenant receiving com- 
pensation out of all proportion to the 
labour and money which he had ex- 
pended in bringing the latent fertility 
to fruition. A clear distinction was 
drawn years ago by Sir John Lawes, the 
greatest authority on these questions, 
between the condition of the land as 
left and its natural fertility. The out- 
going tenant was not entitled to com- 
pensation for what Sir John Lawes 
called the natural fertility of the soil, 
which in the case of agricultural land was 
something the owner had paid for. He 
impressed upon the promoters of the Bill 
that it would be much more satisfac- 
tory, and that it would save a great 
deal of time if this sub-section were 
left out altogether. By retaining the 
words, “inherent capabilities of the soil” 
they would have been much more likely 
to secure fair dealing in these matters. 


*Mr. COURTHOPE (Sussex, Rye) said 
he only wanted to add a concrete in- 
stance. of what might be the probable 
effect of rejecting this Amendment and 
retaining the clause as it now stood. 
His right hon. and gallant friend the 
Member for the Newport Division of 
Shropshire had said that the effect of 
cutting out the words “the inherent 
capabilities of the soil” from the 
Statute Book must give the impres- 
sion to a valuer or arbitrator that the 
inherent capabilities of the soil were 
intended by this House to be the pro- 
perty of the tenant. He would take 
a case which frequently happened. A 
farmer rented some land at say £1 an 
acre. Part of it he decided to turn, 
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with the permission of the landlord, into 
a market garden. He expended £50 
an acre in so doing, and it would not be 
at all improbable that he would increase 
the annual value of the land to as much 
as £7, £8, or £10 an acre. When he went 
he would be entitled to compensation 
at the rate of twenty or twenty-five 
years purchase on the increase. Work- 
ing that out on ten acres he would get 
compensation under this section amount- 
ing to £1,500, whereas his total expendi- 
ture on the land was only £500. That 
would almost certainly occur if these 
words were deliberately cut out of the 
Statute. He hoped the promoters of 
the Bill would see their way to cut out 
the sub-section. He should not have 
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“inherent capabilities of the soil ” if the 
were not on the Statute-book already, | 


but as they were there they ought to | 


keep them there. 


Mr. SOARES (Devonshire, Barnstaple) 
moved that the Question be now put. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: I think the House 
is now prepared to come to a decision on 
the Amendment. 


Question put. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 226; Noes, 
74, (Division List No. 167.) 


AYES. 


Abraham, William (Rhondda) | Donelan, Captain A. 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Duncan, Robert (Lanark,Govan | Kekewich, Sir George 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) | Kelley, George D. 
Dunne, MajorE. Martin( Walsall | Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) : 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
Evans, Samuel T. 
Everett, R. Lacey 
Farrell, James Patrick 
Fenwick, Charles 
Ferguson, R. G. 


Acland, Francis Dyke 

Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Baring, Godfrey (Isleof Wight) 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

Bennett, E. N. 

Bertram, Julius 

Billson, Alfred 

Black, Arthur W.( Bedfordshire 
Boland, John 

3race, William 

Bright, J. A. 

Brunner,J. F.L.(Lancs., Leigh.) 
Brunner, Sir John T.(Cheshire) | 
Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 

Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Cameron, Robert 

Cawley, Frederick 

Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, W. 

Coats,Sir T.Glen (Renfrew, W.) 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins,SirWm. J.(S. Pancras, WW 
Condon, Thomas Joseph | 
Corbett,CH(Sussex, E.Grinst‘d) | 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. | 
Crombie, John William 
Crossley, William J. 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Delany, William 

Devlin, Chas. Ramsay (Galway 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, S.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh. 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dodd, W. H. 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 


Mr. Courthope. 





Ffrench, Peter 


Gill, A. H. 
Ginnell, L. 


Halpin, J. 


Hazleton, 


Hooper, A. G. 


Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 
Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fullerton, Hugh 


Glendinning, R. G. 
Glover, Thomas 

Greenwood, Hamar (York) | 
Gulland, John W. 


Hammond, John 

Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harrington, Timothy 
Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Hayden, John Patrick 
Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Aichard 

Healy, Timothy Michael 
Hedges, A. Paget 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Herbert, Col. Ivor (Mon., S. ) 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe | Montagu, E. 8. 
Higham, John Sharp \ 
Hogan. Michael 


Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset, N) 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hutton, Alfred Eddison 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 


| Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
| Joyce, Michael 
| Kearley, Hudson E. 


Kilbride, Denis 

| Kincaid-Smith, Captain 

| King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 

| Lamb, Edmuiid G. (Leomisnter 

| Lamb, Ernest H.( Rochester) 

| Lambert, George 

| Lamont, Norman 

| Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 

| Layland- Barratt, Francis 

| Lea,HughCecil (St. Pancras, E.) 

| Leese,SirJoseph F. (Accrington 
Lehmann, R. C€. 

| Lever, W. H. (Cheshire, Wirral) 

| Lewis, John Herbert 

| Lundon, W. 

| Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh-Fownes : 

| Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 

| Mac Veagh, Jeremiah (Down,S.) 

| MacVeigh, Chas. (Donegal, E.) 

| M‘Callum, John M. 

| M‘Crae, George i 

} 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


Munro 


| M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 

| Manfield, Harry (Northants) 

| Marnham, F. J. 

| Meagher, Michael 

| Menzies, Walter 

| Micklem, Nathaniel 


| Mond, A. 


Mooney, J. J. 


i 











Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Morse, L. L. 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Nicholls, George 

Nicholson, Chas. N. (Doncast’r 
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Nolan, Joseph 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’ Doherty, Philip 
O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
O'Hare, Patrick 

0’ Kelly, James(Roscommon,N | 
O'Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paul, Herbert 

Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Philipps,J Wynford (Pembroke 
Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C.F. (Edinb’gh, Central 
Price, Robert John (Norfolk, E. 
Rainy, A. Rolland 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, J. E. (Waterford) 
Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Robertson,SirG. Scott( Bradf’rd 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, S. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 


Acland-Hood,RtHnSir Alex.F. | 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt. Hn. Sir H 
Balcarres, Lerd 
Balfour, Rt. Hn. AJ(City Lond 
Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Barrie, H. T.(Londonderry, N.) | 
3each, Hn. MichaelHughHicks | 
3eckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 
Bowles, G. Stewart | 
Bridgeman, W. Clive | 
Burnyeat, J. D. W. | 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. | 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw H. | 
Castlereagh, Viscount 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) | 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) | 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 
Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) 
Craik, Sir Henry 
Dalrymple, Viscount 
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Rose, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Scott,A H (AsthonunderLyne) 
Sears, J. E. 


, Seddon, J. 


Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B. 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Silcock, Thomas Ball 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thomas F. (Leitrim,S.) 
Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Spicer, Albert 

Stanger, H. Y. 

Stanley, Hn. A. Lyulph(Chesh. ) 
Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B.S. (Mile End) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Summerbell, T. 
Sutherland, J. E. | 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C.( Radcliffe) 
Themas, Sir A. (Glamorgan, E.) | 
Thomasson, Franklin | 


Tomkinson, James 
> 


NOES. 


Doughty, Sir George 

Faber, George Denison (York) 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Fletcher, J. S. 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 


| Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 


Hardy, Laurence( Kent, Ashford 
Harrison- Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Helmsley, Viscount 
Hervey, F. W.F.( Bury 8S. Edm’ds 
Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 
Hill, Henry Staveley(Staff’sh. ) 
Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Kennaway,Rt. Hn. SirJohn H 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt.Hon. Col. W 
Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm. 
Lane- Fox, G. R. 

Liddell, Henry 

Lockwood, Rt. Hn. Lt.-Col. AR 
Long, Rt.Hn. Walter(Dublin,S.) | 
M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Nicholson, Wm. G.( Petersfield) 


| Wilson, W. T. 
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| Trevelyan, Charles Philips 


Ure, Alexander 

Verney, F. W. 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Wallace, Robert 


| Walsh, Stephen 


Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Ward, John (Stoke upon Trent 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan 
Wason, J. Cathcart (Orkney) 
Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, E. R.) 
Whitehead, Rowland 
Whiteley, George (York, W.R.} 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 


| Wilkie, Alexander 


Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, S.) 
(Westhoughton 
Woodhouse, Sir J. (Huddersf’d 
Young, Samuel 


| TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 


Winfrey and Mr. Soares. 


Nield, Herbert 

O’ Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Percy, Earl 

Remnant, James Farquharson 
Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 

Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Smith, Abel H. (Hertford, Eas t 
Smith, F. EF. (Liverpool, Walton) 


| Starkey, John R. 


Stone, Sir Benjamin 
Thomson, W. Mitchell-(Lanark 
Thornton, Percy M. 


| Walker, Col. W.H. (Lancashire) 


Walrond, Hon. Lionel 

Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid.) 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W. 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Vilson,A.Stanley (York, E.R.) 
Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE NoEs—Sir 
Frederick Banbury and 
Viscount Turnour. 


CotonEL KENYON-SLANEY moved | stood compensation might be awarded to 
to add to the end of sub-section (1) the the outgoing tenant for improvements he 


words, ‘‘ desirous of farming in accord- 
ance with the custom of the country.” 
He thought he could make clear to the | the incoming tenant. 


had made to such amount as fairly repre- 
sented the valuo of the improvments to 


It was quite 


House that there was substance and | conceivable that a specialised tenant, 
reason in his Amendment. He would | farning on particular lines, might have 
support it by a reference to a case which | effected improvements which would be 


occurred on his own estate. 


VOL. CLIX. 


[FouRTH SERIES. ] 


2X 


As the clause | useless to another tenant who farmed 
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according to the ordinary conditions of 
husbandry. In fact, instead of improv- 
ments, they might be to the incoming 
tenant a detriment. He wanted to arguc 
that it was imposs‘ble in fairness and 
equity to say that where a tenancv was 
determined, the landlord ‘n order to get 
a new tenant should ask for a tenant 
who would carry on the same system of 
farming as had been carried on by the 
outgoing tenant. In his own experience 
a tenant had gone in for the breeding of 
thoroughbred racing stock, and the long 
rows of loose boxes for the reception of 
stallions and brood mares were of little 
or no use to the incoming tenant who 
wished to farm according to the ordinary 
custom of that part of the country. 
The sum to be paid as compensation to the 
outgoing tenant for improvements was 
fixed by arbitration at approximately 
£1500. But he was not particularly 
anxious to find another tenant who would 
devote himself to the same line of business, 
and the land reverted under the new 
tenant to the ordinary agricultural system 
of the district. He found, however, that 
it would be unfair to charge the new 
tenant a larger sum than £50Q for the 
advantages of the specialised improve- 
ments made by the outgoing tenant, and 
so he practically lost £1,000. Hon. Gentle- 
men who were really desirous of maintain- 
ing and benefiting the system of agri- 
culture which went to increase the 
fertility of the soil and increase the 
employment of labour on the land must 
not expose landowners to the danger of 
having to deal with this exceptional, 
specialised kind of farming, but should 
look at the question from the point of 
view of the general interests of agriculture 
and of the country as a whole. Broadly 
speaking, the farmers of a district were 
pretty good judges as to how to use 
their land, and if there had been estab- 
lished a general custom of farming in a 
particular district, it might be taken for 
granted that that was the right system. 
He believed he had established a case 
for his Amendment, and he hoped it 
would be accepted in the interest of fair 
play, of good agriculture, and of support- 
ing the general level of agriculture, and 
not sacrificing the general level to certain 
exceptional kinds of farming. The 
Amendment was perfectly simple. There 
was no catch about it. It simply 


Colonel Kenyon-Slaney, 
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ensured that if a farm was vacated it 
should be farmed in accordance with the 
custom prevailing in the district. 


Lorp TURNOUR (Sussex, Horsham) 
seconded the Amendment, which he 
thought was worthy of the considera- 
tion of the promoters. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 21, after the word ‘ tenant,’ 
to insert the words ‘desirous of farming in 
accordance with the custom of the county,’” 
—(Col. Kenyon-Slaney.) 


Question proposed, “ That those words 
be there inserted.” 


Mr. SOARES sincerely hoped that 
they might not have a long debate on 
this Amendment. The landlord was 
protected under the Bill, because it pro- 
vided that there should be paid such sum 
as fairly represented the value of the im- 
provement to the incoming tenant. If 
the words of the right hon. Gentleman 
were added, either they would be un- 
necessary or they would impose a further 
restriction upon the tenant farmer. It 
was perfectly obvious that in the interest 
of the tenant farmer they could not 
accept the Amendment, which would 
hamper him. 


Mr. LAMBTON (Durham, 58.E.) 
thought the Amendment deserved more 
consideration than had been given to it. 
The compensation to be given ap- 
peared to be that which would be 
given to a hypothetical tenant. 


*Mr. BRACE (Glamorganshire, §S.) 
trusted that the Amendment would not 
be accepted. He looked upon it as 
a species of obstruction, and as being 
made to render it impossible to 
pass the Bill into law in the present 
session. As he understood it, the pro- 
posal was that unless the farm was 
farmed in accordance with the custom 
of the district, the tenant would not 
have the advantage of the improvement 
which he had made. If there was one 
industry more than another which had 
suffered from the want of development 
through invention it was agriculture. 
He was not a tenant farmer himself; 
nor on the other hand had he any interest 
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in wringing out of the tenant farmer | against enterprise and industry. For 


anything which fairly belonged to 
him. [Who is?”] He did not want 
to be led into the discussion of a 
side issue, and although he was not 
a tenant farmer himself he had some 
common sense, and was entitled to argue 
on behalf of those he represented. Be- 
cause agriculture had not been allowed 
to make full use of the inventive 
genius of the race it had suffered. If 
the Amendment were adopted it would 
be impossible for a tenant farmer, no 
matter how able or desirous, to strike out 
a line for himself without endangering 
his right to compensation. 


Lorp HELMSLEY (Yorkshire, N.R., 
Thirsk) protested against they charge 
which had been made. The position was 
a most extraordinary one. A Bill deal- 
ing with the most important industry 
in the country had been brought in 
by young private Members. They had 
had only two days discussion, and 
then when an important Amendment 
was brought forward they were ac- 
cused of obstruction in order to defeat 
the measure and to wring further money 
out of tenants. It had not been the 
practice of landlords of this country to 


wring money out of tenants. When 
the hon. Member talked about in- 
ventive genius he would point out 


to him the many elaborate machines 
which were now used in agriculture 


which he must have seen in his 
perambulations through his  constitu- 


ency. They objected to giving com- 
pensation for something which might 
be of no good at all as the Bill proposed, 
and the money paid for which for the 
purposes of the incoming tenant might 
as well be thrown into the sea. 


*Mr. NUSSEY (Pontefract) recognised 
that the Amendment was moved to meet 
what might be a genuine grievance under 
the Bill. To take the extreme case of a 
stud farm, given by the right hon. Gentle- 
man the Member for the Newport 
Division, it would no doubt be difficult 
to find an incoming tenant to whom the 
alterations made would be of value. 
The cases taken, however, were extreme 
and exceptional, and would come under 
the Texisting Jaw. The words of the 
Amendment might, moreover, militate 


| than 


| 


these reasons he felt great difficulty 
in supporting the Amendment, though 
he recognised the motives underlying 


it. He thought it would come better 
in Clause 7, where he had _ put 
down an Amendment of a similar 


character so as to allow full liberty 
for the enterprise of the tenant while 
mintaining the characteristics of the hold- 
ing. He would like to see a farmer have 
full liberty to make what improvements 
he liked, but at the same time he thought 
it would be hard for a man who let a 
farm for one purpose to have returned 
to him at the end of the tenancy a farm 
of quite a different character. Therefore, 
although he could not support this 
Amendment, he believed it was moved 
with the idea of meeting a real diffi- 
culty. The Bill went much farther 
any previous Act and _ was 
promoted in favour of a particular 
class connected with the industry, 
and that being so, the House ought 
to look to all the classes concerned 
in that industry. Their interests were 
more or less indentical, whether they were 
landlords, future tenants, or sitting 
tenants, and they centred in the better 
cultivation of the land. 


*Sir H. AUBREY-FLETCHER said 
he rose to support the Amendment of his 
hon. friend, but he doubted whether he 
should have intervened at all had it not 
been for the speech of the hon. Member 
for South Glamorgan, who represented 
that portion of Glamorgan in which hehim- 
self was a considerable landed proprietor, 
He had brought a charge against the land- 
lord party and his hon. friend of endeav- 
outing to wring money out of the occupy- 
ing tenants. He would only deal with 
the county of Glamorgan. He thoughs 
he ought to do so in justice to the tenantry 
who occupied lands on the Aubrey 
Estate in Glamorgan. He did not 
claim to have one thousand agri- 
cultural tenants on his property, which 
consisted of 8,000 or 9,000 acres in the 
hon. Member’s constituency, but he had 
a considerable number. He did not 
think that in any portion of Glamorgan 
there was any wish among agricultural 
tenants for a change in the tenure on which 
they now held. He would remind 
the House that some years ago there 
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was a land agitation 
Commission in South Wales, but no 
portion of the tenants in Glamorgan 





would have anything to do with the’ 
they were satisfied | 


agitation, because 
with the terms of their agreements. 


The 


Amendment of his hon. friend provided | 


that the farm should be carried on in 
accordance with the custom of the 
country. In the portion of the country 
to which he alluded the custom was very 
simple and he did not think the tenants 
had any wish to alter it. They were 
thriving and industrious, and they were 
enabled by their industry to pay their 
rents with great promptitude. He was 
sure they had no wish for any 
change. He thought he was justified on 
behalf of his friends who were large 
landowners in the county of Glamorgan 
in repudiating what the hon. Member 
had said with regard to tenants having 
money wrung out of them. He did 
not wish to go into personal matters and 
would merely say that in fifteen years 
he had spent some £20,000 for the benefit 
of the tenancies, 


Mr. MUNRO FERGUSON (Leith 
Burghs) said that in Committee this clause 
was discussed fully, and with a singular 
amount of freedom, and he did not think 
that either those who represented the land- 
lords or those who represented the tenants 
very strongly opposed the clause. In his 
opinion it was not wise in the interests 
of agriculture that tenants should be 
tied up too tightly by their agreements. 
He thought they needed to have some 
freedom and initiative as regarded the 
cuit.vation of the land. The purposes 
for which the farm was to be used was 
very much determined by the character 
of the buildings and that was a matter 
which was left to the discretion of the 
owner by this Bill. [Dissent.] He thought 
it was, but if it was found when Clause 7 
was discussed that the repairs did not 


mean “repairs” but reconstruction, he 


wou d be very glad to join in making it 

clear that the owner should have full 

discretion as to the character of the 

buildings. If he was right, the buildings, 

fences, roads, and so forth, permanent 

fixtures, remained in the discretion of 
Sir H, Aubrey-Fletcher. 
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the owner, and that was a great security 
against the whole character of the hold- 
ing being changed without his con- 
sent. Therefore he thought it was not 
necessary to discuss some of these 
points at length. It was of course im- 
possible to discuss the clause without 
having an eye on all the other clauses, 
but he thought each clause as it came 
should be discussed on its merits. In his 
opinion this clause was in the interest 
of agriculture and should be so regarded. 


*Mr. GEORGE FABER (York) 
felt quite sure that most Members 
were In favour of a genuine farmer 
obtaining compensation for genuine im- 
provements that he had made. What 
they wished to guard against was paying 
for unnecessary improvements made 
by what he would call, for want of a 
better term, a fancy farmer. And this 
became more apparent when they looked 
at Clause 7. Under the law as it stood 
at present the planting of fruit trees 
did require the consent of the landlord, 
but under this Bill as drawn that consent 
was not required. Let him put acase. A 
tenant of a speculative turn of mind 
took a farm of 200 acres, and thinking 
part of it was suitable for fruit farming, 
laid down at a cost of £60 an acre 20 
acres of that farm to fruit. When he 
left the farm the value of the im- 
provement might be nothing. In fact 
the landlord might find it difficult to get 
a tenant who wanted 20 acres of fruit 
treeson the farm. Was that an improve- 
ment for which the landlord ought to 
pay compensation ? Did they not rather 
desire to encourage genuine improve- 
ments of the land of the farm? Looking 
at the matter from that point of view, he 
agreed with the Amendment, because he 
believed it tended in that direction. If 
the House did not find itself able to 
accept the Amendment, he agreed with 
the hon. Member for Durham that 
the best course would be to change 
the word “an” to “the,” which would 
have the effect of removing the diff- 
culty of arriving at the value of the 
improvement. The value of the im- 
provement to “an incoming tenant” wasa 
problematical value, because no tenant 
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might be found, whereas the value to 
the “incoming tenant ” was real. 

fore, if they substituted the 
“the” for the word “an” they would 
against 
possibility of the landlord paying for 
an improvement which might not only 
be of no use, but possibly be harmful 


shut out and guard 


to him. 
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Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) 
Beck, A. Cecil 

Rellairs, Carlyon 

Bennett, E. N. 

Bertram, Julius 

Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
3illson , Alfred 

Black, Arthur W.( Bedfordshire 
Blake, Edward 
Boland, John 

Brace, William 

Branch, James 

sright, J. A. 

Brodie, H. C. 

Brunner, J.F.L. (Lanes., Leigh) 
Brunner, Sir JohnT.(Cheshire) 
Bryce,Rt.Hn.James (Aberdeen 
Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burnyeat, J. D. W. 

Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Cameron, Robert 
Cawley, Frederick 


‘Channing, Francis Allston 


Cheetham, John Frederick 
Clarke, C. Goddard 

Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, W. 
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There- 


word | be now put.”’ 


the 
now put.” 





AYES. 
Dillon, John 
Dodd, W. H. 
Dolan, Charles:Joseph 
Donelan, Captain A. 
Duffy, William J. 
Duncan,C.(Barrow-in- Furness) | 
Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
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Halpin, J. 

Hammond, John 
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Jones, William(Carnarvonshire 
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Mr. SOARES rose in his place, and 
claimed to move, “That the Question 


Question put “That the Question be 


The House divided :—Ayes, 270; Noes, 
68. (Division List No.168.) 


Joyce, Michael 
Kearley, Hudson E. 
Kekewich, Sir George 
Kelley, George D. 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 


| Kincaid-Smith, Captain 
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M‘Crae, George 
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- O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
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Question put accordingly, 


words be inserted in the Bill.” 
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| 269. 
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| 
| 
| TELLERS FOR ‘THE 
Colonel Kenyon - 
and Mr. Courthope. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 67 ; Noes, 
(Division List No. 169.) 
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Mr. ABEL SMITH (Hertfordshire, 
Hertford) moved to leave out sub-section 
(2). This sub-section substituted for the 
procedure laid down in the Agricultural 
Holdings Act of 1900 an entirely new 
arrangement which made it compulsory 
in the event of arbitration under the 
Agricultural Holdings Act for the 
reference to be to a single arbitrator. 
The principal object of the Act of 1900 
was to make the procedure under previous 
Acts more simple and less expensive, and 
it would be generally admitted by those 
who had had practical experience that that 
object had been attained. No doubt the 
promoters of the present Bill would 
claim that this sub-section would 
carry the object further by the 
substitution of a single arbitrator. 
How were these arbitrations carried out 
under present arrangements? The Act 


of 1900 required that the arbitration, 
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be by a single arbitrator, so that either 
party concerned could, if he liked, insist 
on having a single arbitrator. He be- 
lieved agriculturists very much preferred 
that that arrangement should continue, 
and he ventured to think there were 
very good grounds for holding that view. 
He was sorry the representative of the 
Board of Agriculture was not at the 
moment in the House, because hon. 
Gentlemen would remember that only 
a short time ago the hon. Baronet re- 
ferred to the representative character 
of the Central Chamber of Agriculture, 
and said that anything the Chamber 
expressed should have great weight. 
When this particular matter came up 
for discussion at the Central Chamber 
of Agriculture, a Resolution was carried 
nem. con. objecting to this sub-section. 
The present arrangement was considered 
to be satisfactory, but in the case of a 
single arbitrator each party must have 
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a representative or advocate to present | 


his case to the arbitrator. The landlord 
probably had his agent who might or 
might not be a gentleman learned in 
the law, and it was absolutely necessary 


for the outgoing tenant who was the | 
other party to have some expert gentle- | 
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come to the Central Chamber of 
Agriculture from farmers’ clubs—the 
tenants did not look upon this pro- 
vision with either enthusiasm or interest, 
but, in fact, they very much preferred 
the present system. That being so, 
they ought to have very strong proof 


man to advise him and get up his case. | that the system proposed to be sub- 
In other words, there would be three stituted was a better one before making 
experts engaged on the work. Where, the change. As to the question of 
however, each party appointed an arbi-| economy, he had not been able to ascer- 
trator, a third person was only called| tain any views to show that this pro- 
in as umpire in any matter on which posal would effect economy. First of 

















the arbitrators could not agree. 
result was that in a great many cases 
the umpire was never called in, and 
therefore only two experts had to be 
paid for instead of three, as would 
always be the case if the system of a 
single arbitrator were made compulsory. 
One of the most experienced valuers in 
the country had written stating his 
agreement with the view which he was 
now putting forward. A preponderating 
number of farmers’ associations in the 


country had expressed themselves per- | 


fectly satisfied with the present arrange- 
ment, and against their freedom of 


action being taken away by its being | 


made compulsory for a single arbitrator 
to be appointed in each case. 
therefore moved the omission of this 
sub-section, 


Mr. LAURENCE HARDY (Kent, 


Ashford) seconded the Motion, because 


he thought this was one of those ques- | 


tions in which it was very desirable the 


House should see that this Bill was in| 


‘accordance with the opinion of those 
interested, and also in accordance with 
true economy. On _ neither 
grounds did he think any defence could 
be made for the retention of this sub- 
section. So far as the opinion of the 
tenants themselves was concerned, and 
putting aside the question of the land- 
lords, who, he was afraid, were not often 
mentioned in debates on this Bill, he 
would point out that his hon. friend had 
given a good deal of evidence against 
this proposal, and they might justly ask 
the promoters of this Bill to bring for- 
ward proof that the tenants were desirous 
of obtaining this sub-section. So far 
as he had been able to ascertain 
an opinion—and it was very much 
‘confirmed by the reports that had 


The | 


He | 


of those | 


all the single arbitrator would have to be 
quite a different type of person to the 
arbitrators at present appointed. He 
‘would have to be appointed more or 
less officially, and he would become 
something in the nature of a County 
Court Judge, a man set apart who 
would have to be paid either out of 
rates or taxes. Before him would appear 
the experts who would represent the 
landlord and the tenant. There was 
‘very little prospect in a country district 
of one man being mutually appointed by 
landlord and tenant to decide on these 
| questions. Each party in almost every 
case liked to have his own view put 
forward. As a rule mutual compromise 
came in, and the result was very easy 
to arrive at without much expense under 
the present system. The establishments 
of a sort of court, on the other hand, might 
lead to further persons being introduced 
into the proceedings, because instead 
of his agent being employed the landlord 
very probably would have a legal gentle- 
man to advise. Instead, therefore , of 
simplicity and economy it would mean 
the establishment of a land court and 
| an increase of expenditure. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 22, to leave out sub-section 
(2) of Clause 1.”—(Mr. Abel Smith.) 


Question proposed: “That the words 
| proposed to be left out, to ‘ contract’ 
|i page 1, line 24, stand part of the 
| Bill.” 

| *Mr. SOARES sincerely hoped that 
'the gloomy forebodings of the hon. 
| Gentleman who had just sat down 
‘would not be realised. The whole 
sub-section was really a very s'mp'e 
/one; it raised only one small question 
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and that was the appointment;be no doubt that with two arbitra. 


of a single arbitrator in all cases. | 


He might point out that sub-section (5) | 
of Clause 2 of the Act of 1900 provided | 
that an arbitration should, unless the | 
parties otherwise agreed, be before 
a single arbitrator. All that this sub- 
section did was to omit the words “ unless | 
the parties otherwise agree.” Already | 
it was conceded that a single arbitrator, | 
whenever possible, was advisable. He. 
might say that the Board of Agricul- 
ture was strongly in favour of this sub- 
section, and as that Department had a 
large knowledge of procedure its opinion 
was surely worth having on this matter. 
The system of two arbitrators did not 
work out well so far as the Board of 
Agriculture was concerned. When it was 
a question of two arbitrators the Board 
had power to make the appointment in 
default of one of the parties making it. 
It found that when it made the appoint- 
ment the man appointed did not act in 
the capacity cf a judicial personage, but 
more as an advocate, and what was wanted 
was a judicial personage to act as far as 
possible. A Scottish case came under the 
notice of the Board of Agriculture a short 
time ago in which several points of 
procedure were raised. One was whether 
the arbitration should be governed by the 
Agricultural Holdings Act or by the 
agreement in the lease, and another point 
was whether the arbitration should take 
place before a single arbitrator or two 
arbitrators. There was great delay in 
dealing with the matter, and an applica- 
tion was made to the Board, and before 
the Board could finish the necessary 
correspondence and make the appoint- 
ment considerable further delay was 
occasioned. Then the landlord took 
proceedings in the Court of Session, and 
compensation was not obtained until 
nearly two years after the application 
was made to the Board. The tenant had 
to pay £156 for landlord’s costs, and 
upwards of £200 for his own solicitor’s 
costs. That was the kind of thing they 
wanted to avoid in the future. They 
wanted to simplify the procedure, and 
they thought the appointment of an 
arbitratcr would do that, because as the 
case he had mentioned showed, there was 
often a difficulty as to whether on the 
facts of the case there ought to be 
one arbitrator or There could 


Mr. Soures. 


two. 


tors the possibility of technical point: 
being raised was increased, and there were. 
also more risks of mistake in procedure, 
and in that case the whole arbitration 
was liable to be vitiated. If there was a 


single arbitrator his status would be 


improved. He would become more of a 
judicial personage, and his sense of re. 
sponsibility would be increased. Of course 
it would not prevent an amicable arrange- 
ment being made between landlord and 
tenant as at present. It would be only 
when they found that they could not come 
to terms that the case would come before 
the single arbitrator. With regard to the 
saving of expense, on which he put a 
great deal of emphasis, obviously there: 
must be a savingto have one instead 
of two arbitrators. For the reasons he 
had given he sincerely hoped the House 
would retain the sub-section. 


Mr. LAURENCE HARDY: Will the 
hon. Gentleman give us some evidence of 
the desire on the part of tenants for the 
sub-section ? 


Mr. GARDNER (Berkshire, Woking- 
ham) said the hon. Member in charge of 
the Bill had called this a very small 
question, but there might be much mis- 
chief in a small thing. The first para- 
graph in the memorandum to the Bill 
stated that its object was to extend, 
cheapen, and simplify the law of compensa- 
tion, etc. Howit could be said to cheapen 
or simplify the law passed his comprehen- 
sion. This Bill was full of opportunities 
for litigation and controversy, and, 
indeed, invited them, and if anything 
could add to the cost of the troubles 
that were certain to arise it was this 
sub-section. It made compulsory one 
method of deciding disputes between 
persons engaged in agriculture. What 
farmers feared was the amount of costs 
in dealing with their business. The hon. 
Member in charge of the Bill had said 
that landlord and tenant could amicably 
settle any questions that arose. On the 
termination of a tenancy they were 
bound to be represented by someone. 
The statement by one hon. Member 
that he was under the impression that 
the Government proposed to get a 
higher class of arbitrators was some 
reflection on the arbitrators and valuers: 
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who at present conducted the business. 
The arbitrators in his county, and he 
believed in most other parts, were per- 
fectly competent to settle any disputes. 
The proposal to have one arbitrator 
appeared a very simple thing, but it 
was well known that it would cost 
tenant farmers and landlords a great 
deal more and involve more trouble. 
So far as he could gather the only persons 
who would get any benefit out of the 
Bill were lawyers, arbitrators, and 
expert witnesses. There was quite 
enough to contend with in agriculture 
at present, but if they were to have a 
crowd of that class of persons let loose 
upon them he did not know what agri- 
culture would come to. They were to 
have a high class of arbitrator. He 
should like to know how many guineas 
a day he was to receive. Possibly he 
would come from the Board of Agri- 
culture, and what would he know of 
the customs of the different counties ? 
He would need to have expert evidence 
before him, and the experts would be 
likely to charge more than if they were 
working quietly between landlord and 
tenant. Customsin the counties differed 
so widely that an arbitrator coming 
from a distance would be forced to 
have local persons to advise him, and 
these would have to be examined and 
cross-examined by other expensive 
persons. The existing state of things 
had worked practically without any 
difficulty or friction. They appointed 
between them an umpire who was 
seldom called in. He had it on the 
authority of a large agent that an 
umpire was called in only in about one 
case in fifteen. 


»x*CotoneL HARRISON-BROADLEY 
(Yorkshire, E.R., Howdenshire) said that 
as the representative of one of the largest 
agricultural constituencies, and as one 
who represented perhaps as many farmers 
and agriculturists as any man in the 
House, he thought he ought to be allowed 
to say a word or two on the question. 
There was a feeling that the clause had 
nothing in it except that which would 
cause ill-feeling and expense,and also the 
calling in of those who were not interested 
in the greatest industry of the country. 
He had had many communications and 
conversations with agriculturists since 
the_Bill was first brought forward, and 
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everyone who knew agriculturists and 
farmers had all been of the opinion 
that Sub-section (2) of Clause 1 should 
be left out. They did not know whether 
the arbitrators were to be men of 
the county in which the farm was 
situated, and who would thus become 
acquainted with the custom of the 
county ; but at the present time they 
certainly had no trouble whatever in 
settling matters between the outgoing and 
incoming tenants, and he considered it 
would do the greatest injury if they went 
outside the county and took in men 
appointed by the Board of Agriculture 
to settle the question. He had great 
pleasure in supporting the Amendment. 


*Mr. EVERETT (Suffolk, Woodbridge) 
said he found himself in agreement 
with hon. Gentlemen opposite, and he 
believed his friends in regard to this 
sub-section had made a mistake. There 
was not the smallest desire on the part of 
the farmers for any alteration in the 
present method of arbitration when 
farms changed hands. The landlord 
and the tenant chose representatives who 
were familiar with the nature of the 
land and the local customs. They 
went over the farm, and they generally 
arrived at a satisfactory settlement. 
If necessary, they referred to an 
umpire, but that was a comparatively 
rare occurrence. The present method of 
conducting valuations entirely satisfied 
farmers, and it was as cheap as any mode 
which might be conceived. The pro- 
posed sub-section would bring in the 
thin end of officialism. They did not 
want anyone from the Board of Agricul- 
ture interfering with their decisions. 
There was a great deal of good work 
which Parliament could do, but surely 
it should not interfere where there was 
no occasion, and he was sure both{the 
farmers and landlords of the county/from 
which he came wished they would leave 
them alone as regards their methods of 
making valuations. 


Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON (Lanark- 
shire, N.W.) said he wished to ask a ques- 
tion with regard to the construction, of 
the clause. Some remarks on this point 
had been made on the first sub-section,. 
but it seemed to him that the construc- 
tion and drafting of the second sub- 
section was far more serious than_the 
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first. He should like an explanation of 
what was meant by “this Act.” Did 
the words mean the pre ent Bill? The 
hon. Member for the Barnstaple Division 
said it was intended to mean the Agricul- 
tural] Act, 1900, and that this section was 
inserted in place of the section which 
had been repealed. He was under the 
impression that they were talking about 
the Agricultural Holdings Acts, 1883 and 
1900. He did not know what was meant 
by the Agricultural Acts, 1883 and 1900, 


end as a matter of fact there were no | 


such Acts. He understood what was 
meant by the Agricultural Holdings 
(England) or (Scotland) Act. He did not 


think the words ‘‘ this Act”? could be | 


construed as meaning the Act of 1900. 


Mr. SOARES: 
this Bill. 


Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON thought 
that in that case the House was entitled 
to some explanation of why in the 


Those words mean 


first sub-section ‘“‘this Act” meant 
the Act of 1900 and why in the 
second sub-section the same _ words 


meant the Bill under discussion. Did 
the hon. Member still adhere to that 
position ? 


Mr. SOARES: Yes. 


Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON said that 
was all the more reason why they should 
oppose this proposal. 


Mr. MUNRO FERGUSON said there 
was nothing in the Bill which would lead 
them to suppose that the Board of Agri- 
culture would send down an arbitrator 
who was not conversant with the dis- 
trict. In Scotland they were supposed 
to be very careful in their expenditure, 


and he might point out that the system | 


of appointing one valuator in Scotland 
had grown up very much in consequence 
of that national desire to save un- 
necessary cost, and also to obtain better 
Justice. 


*Lorp TURNOUR (Sussex, Horsham) 
said as a tenant farmer perhaps he 


might be allowed to say a few words on ak ae, 
In the first instance | : 


this sub-section. 
he heartily agreed with everything that 
had fallen from the hon. Member for the 
Woodbridge division. He thought it a 


somewhat remarkable thing that Mr. | 


Pretyman, who formerly represented 
Mr, Mitchell-Thompson. 
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that division, was a strong opponent of 
this principle, and that the hon. Gentle- 


/man who now represented the division 
| —and who probably looked at the ques- 


tion from a wholly different point of 
view—was also a strong opponent. It 
seemed, indeed, to be a strong argument 
against the sub-section remaining as it 
was at the present time. It seemed to 
him that it would merely put upon 
agriculture a greater burden than that 
which it had to carry at the present time. 
He sincerely hoped those in charge of the 
Bill would note what had been said, and 
especially to what had fallen from the 
hon. Member for the Woodbridge Divi- 
sion. No doubt the promoters of the 
Bill, in drafting the clause, had ex- 
cellent intentions, but he could only 
think it would put an even greater 
burden upon agriculture than that 
industry carried at the present time, 
and it seemed to him that the whole 
clause might have been drawn by an 
economist of the Poplar guardian type. 


Mr. WALTER LONG said _thev 
desired to lay down the principle that 
a single arbitrator should be the prefer- 
able course to adopt and that only 
in the event of a person desiring 
to have two arbitrators should that 
procedure be adopted. The proposal 
in the Bill was that one arbitrator only 
should be appointed. The hon, Mem- 
ber for Leith Burghs had said that for 
reasons of economy they preferred in Scot- 
land to have one arbitrator, but it was 
manifest that in England and Wales they 
did not prefer that system. Under the 
Act of 1900 it was laid down that the 
arbitration was to be before a_ single 
arbitrator if the parties agreed on that 
course, It was only when the landlord 
and tenant agreed that there should not 
be a single one that two arbitrators 
were called in, The farmers of England 
and Wales did not desire a system which 
was contrary to their present practice. 
Nothing had been said to justify inter- 
ference with the British tenant farmer 
in carrying on his own business in his 


*Mr. BERTRAM (Hertfordshire, 
Hitchin) thought the clause effected a 
distinct saving of a step, and, therefore, 
he should support it. Under existing 


‘law when the tenant vacated his holding 
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he and the landlord each appointed a | 
valuer. If these failed to agree arbitrators 
were appointed, and the two valuers 


almost invariably became the two 
arbitrators. Agreement being still im- 


possible these two appointed an umpire, 
and if they could not agree upon him the 


Board of Agriculture appointed the 
umpire. Under the clause now proposed 





the umpire disappeared, his place being 
filled by the single arbitrator, and a saving | 
of one step in the existing process of | 
valuation was thereby effected. | 


*Mr. COURTHOPE (Sussex, Rye) said | 
that when the hon: Gentleman in charge of 
the Bill made his speech in opposition to | 
the Amendment he used an expression | 
the meaning of which he thought he did | 
not quite realise, viz., that a single | 
arbitrator would be a judicia) personage. | 
That was so, and it was just because he | 
would be a judicial personage that it 
would be necessary for both parties to 
have somebody to represent them before 
him. The result of that would be that 
there would be three to be paid for, 
instead of, as was usually the case at 
present, two only, for in the majority 
of cases under the existing law an| 
agreement was come to, and _ the 
expense of an umpire, or third arbi- 
trator, avoided. He thought, there- 
fore, even according to their own argu- 
ments, those who supported the Bill should 
realise that it would be better for this 
sub-section to be struck out. 


Mr. CAWLEY (Lancashire, Prestwich) 
was of opinion that the Bill would be 
improved by the acceptance of the. 
Amendment. The promoters had not | 
attempted to prove that anyone had 
urgently demanded the alteration, and 
the present law appeared to be giving | 
satisfaction to everybody. No one could | 
say that the tenants had a grievance | 
and everybody liked the present proce- 
dure. Why, therefore, should the House 
be asked to sanction a new procedure 
to displace one which had proved so | 
eminently satisfactory ? He thought his 
hon. friend would be wise if he accepted 
the Amendment. 


*Mr. HICKS BEACH (Gloucestershire, | 
Tewkesbury) said that the hon. Member | 


for Barnstaple had argued that the prin- | 
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that it should be departed from if the 
two parties did not agree to it. The 
Act of 1900 was very different from this 
Bill, because what the arbitrator had 
to decide under that Act was only in 
regard to improvements to the soil. 
Under this Bill, however, the arbi- 
trator had to decide as to the value of 
certain improvements made in the soil 


| itself, whether the game had done harm to 


the crops, whether the buildings had been 
so altered and transformed as to be of any 
real value to the holding, and other 
matters. The arbitrator would also have 
to be a person with a judicial mind, 
because he would have to decide whether 
a disturbance had been reasonable or 
unreasonable. He thought the Board 
of Agriculture would have great difficulty 
in securing persons of this extraordinary 
character, and they would have to pay 
He 
agreed that what the farmers wanted on 
this occasion was not such proposals as 
these ; but, as a witness had remarked 
before the Royal Commission on Agri- 
culture in 1897, “the only security they 
wanted was security from the law 
makers.” 


Mr. COURTENAY WARNER (Staf- 


| fordshire, Lichfield) thought the Amend- 


| ment 


would effect some slight im- 
provement in the working of the Bill. 
It would be advisable if his hon. friends, 


| the promoters of the Bill, would sacrifice 
| the provision now in question in deferenc 2 


to the wishes of the farmers of the country, 
were distinctly opposed to the 
alteration in the existing law. 
The question was discussed by th: 


| Central Chamber of Agriculture, and 


it appeared then that the farmers were 


| opposed to any change in the law. 


Mr. SEDDON (Lancashire, Newton) 
said the hon. Member in charge of the 


| Bill would be well advised if he made 


the sub-section more stringent. The 
right hon. baronet the Member for the 
Lewes Division had said that the 
tenant farmers in Glamorganshire were 


| satisfied, and did not wish any inter-- 


ference between themselves and the 
landlords. That might be perfectly 


true so far as South Glamorgan was 


concerned, but it was not so with 








ciple of the single arbitrator was accepted | respect to other parts of the country. 
in 1900, but he had ignored the stipulation | The right hon. baronet’s speech reminded 
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him of the Chinese coolies who asked to 
be flogged in order to prove how bene- 
ficial were the conditions under which 
they lived in South Africa. According 
to the right hon. baronet no improve- 
ment was possible, and any effort at 
improvement would be repudiated so 
far as South Glamorgan was concerned. 
He had in his hand an agreement made 
in Lancashire which proved conclusively, 
so far as that county was concerned, 
that the landlords had certainly not 
only been able to look after themselves, 
but had taken good care that the tenant 
‘should be robbed of his rights. [“* No.’’] 
He was going by the agreement which 
laid down the condition that the tenant 
should livein the farmbouse. [“* Read.”] 
A condition of the agreement was that 
the tenant should live in the farmhouse 
and keep it in a state of repair. The 
hon. and gallant Member for the New- 
port division of Shropshire would have 
the House to believe that if a tenant put 
up all manner of buildings, especially 
for the breeding of race-horses, com- 
pensation could be claimed in respect 
of them whether the incoming tenant 
wanted them or not. That was not 
the meaning of the clause. What | 
the clause was intended to secure to | 
the tenant farmer was compensation | 
for unexhausted improvements. There | 
could be no doubt that many of the | 
tenant farmers of this country were | 
subject to the caprice, and sometimes | 
the political bias, of their landlords. | 





Mr. GUEST (Cardiff District) asked | 
whether the hon. Gentleman was in| 
order in discussing the whole field of | 


the Bill, or whether he should discuss the | 


sub-section only. 

*Mr. SPEAKER: The sub-section | 
only. The hon. Member is rather tending | 
towards a Second Reading speech. | 
He must confine himself to the question | 
of the retention of the particular sub- | 


section. | 
| 


Mr. SEDDON said he thought that the 
provision as to the single arbitrator should | 
be compulsory. In his own constituency | 
many tenants had been compelled to | 
leave their homes, and they had refused | 
to accept the offices of the arbitrator, | 
knowing that there was a certain amount | 
.of sympathy existing between landlords. | 


Mr. Seddon. 
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He was not surprised'at that after hearing 
the speeches from both s‘des of the House 
to-day. He could quite understand that 
a tenant who, for political reasons, had 
offended his landlord, and got notice 
to quit, should prefer to leave his case 
in the hands of the landlord, because he 
knew that the power of that landlord 
might be used against him when he 
applied for another holding. [‘ Oh!”] 
He knew that home truths were 
resented by the persons affected. He 
sincerely trusted that the hon. Gentle- 
man in charge of the Bigg peut S2fa ina 
that the measure was * fallen from the 
a class too long under tlVoodbridge Divi- 
lords. romoters of the 


*Caprain BALFOUR ‘Clause, had ex- 
sey) said he should nc « he could only 
that the Scottish Chamver ot A) greater 
was absolutely in favour of the an that 
had before him the Aberdeen .?0t time, 
16th June containing a Rep: ) Whole 
meeting of the Chamber of Ags by an 
held on the previous day, A ‘ :oposa 
to approve of the clause in rega. 1 to the 
single arbitrator gave rise to a good dea’ 
of discussion, and an Amendment approv- 
ing of two arbitrators was carried. He 
had never heard more irrelevant remarks 
than those which had fallen from the 
last speaker. In his part of the country 
tenants and landlords were not mutual 
enemies. 


Mr. GUEST did not think the Amend- 
ment was of very great importance. 
So far as he could make out it would 
leave the law very much where it was 
at the present time. He thought the 
sub-section might be accepted as 
it stood. The House was composed 
partly, on the one hand, of landlords 
who did know something of agriculture, 
and, on the other hand, of people who 
knew nothing whatever of agriculture. 
He thought that the prejudice of those 
who knew something of agriculture was 
better for the Bill than the ignorance of 
those who knew nothing. It had never 
been his lot since he came to this 
House to hear any Member make such 
accusations or insinuations as had fallen 
from the hon. Member for the Newton 


division. The hon. Member had said 
that the landlords of the country 
only desired to rob their tenants. 


He understood him to say that they 
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took good care that the tenant should | tion; it only enacted that all questions, 


be robbed of ‘1is improvements. 


He | which under the various Acts or agree- 


repudiated that statement ; he thought ments were to be determined, should 
it was grossly unfair. Where was the | henceforth be determined by a single 
ery against the landlords? [An hon. | arbitrator. 


Member : In Wales.] In what part? In | 
South Glamorgan, with which he was | 
acquainted, there was no difficulty be- | 
tween landlords and tenants. As a 
body, the landlords were as anxious 
to improve agriculture as the hon. Gentle- 
man. Speaking for himself, what he felt | 


about the Bill was that it did not go far | 
*Mr. CUURTh 


that when the horg |, RY j(Hackney, 8.) | 


the Bill made hise jon, Member was in 


the Amendment :,; : 
fning himself to the | hake timate: 


the meaning of w 
not quite reali ». 


_had spoken in its favour. 


arbitrator’#AKi,2: The hon. Member | 
That was ring an attack which was made | the con: 
reside in the farmhouse and keep it in 


would belords, 


a 1 
would ' JEST admitted that he had been 
draw.. to the remarks he had made by | 


the att. k of the hon. Gentleman, 
could nos suppose that the hon. Gentle- 


He | 


man intended to attack the whole body of | 


landlords. 


Sir E. CARSON called attention to the 
very wide terms of the sub-section as it 
now stood. He asked the promoters of 
the Bill whether they really intended 
what the sub-section stated, In all 


previous legislation the arbitration had | 


been limited to the question of improve- 
ments, but this sub-section was perfectly 
general. There was no limitation what- 
ever. The sub-section said— 

** All questions which under the Agricultural 

Holdings Acts, 1883 to 1900, or this Act, or | 
under any custom or contract of tenancy, are 
to be determined by arbitration shall, notwith- 
standing any agreement to the contrary, and 
whether the tenancy commenced before or 
after passing of this Act, be determined by a 
single arbitrator in accordance with the pro- | 
visions set out in Part I. of the Second Schedule 
to the Agricultural Holdings Act, 1900.” 
Did the promoters of the Bill mean that 
any question arising under a tenancy 
was to go to a single arbitrator whether it 
referred to improvements or not? It 
seemed to him that thousands of questions 
might arise which had no relation to 
improvements at all. 


Str W. ROBSON said this was not a 
sub-section to impose on landowners 


Sir E. CARSON said gthat {matters 
outside questions of compensation might 


| be dealt with by the arbitrator. 


Lorpv WILLOUGHBY pe ERESBY 


(Lincolnshire, Horncastle) said the House 


had now been debating the sub-section 
for some time, and only two Members 
The reason 
why one Member wished it retained in 
the Bill was that landlords got a great 
deal more than they ought to get out of 
In order to prove this the 
hon. Member said he knew of an agree- 
ment which a tenant had signed, one of 
the conditions of which was that he should 


repair. He himself did not think it was 
such a terrible thing that a landlord 
should look for a resident tenant, and not 
one who would live miles away from the 
farm, or that the tenant should be re- 
quired to do the ordinary small repairs 
to the house. He did not quite gather 
from the hon. Gentleman’s speech on what 
grounds he wished for one arbitrator 
instead of two. The hon. Member for 
the Leith Burghs supported the sub- 
section because the Scottish farms wanted 
it. The fact was, as had been stated, 
that a Motion was carried at the meeting 


of the Scottish Chamber of Agriculture 


to the effect that there should be ex- 
ceptions where more than one arbitrator 
could be employed. 


Mr. MUNRO FERGUSON said the 


question of appointing one arbitrato: 


| was discussed in relation to two points. 


There never was any question as to the 
expediency of having one valuator for 
improvements under the Agricultural 
Holdings Acts. 


Lorp WILLOUGHBY pre ERESBY 
asked why the Scottish tenants, if they 


| wished to have one arbitrator instead of 


generally the obligation to go to arbitra- | 


two, did not avail themselves of the Act 
of 1900, The hon. Member had referred 
to the case of sheep farm valuations. 
There could be no more crying shame than 
the method in which these valuations 
were carried out at present. The hon. 
Member knew perfectly well that tle 
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moment it came to a question of large 
sums of money, perhaps £4,000 or £5,000 
one way or the other, people would not 
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be now put.” 


consent to go before one arbitrator. He 


most earnestly asked the promoters of 
the Bill, in view of the expression of 
opinion from both sides of the House, 


now put.” 


to withdraw the sub-section, and allow 


things to remain as they were now in the 


matter of arbitration. 
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Armstrong, W. C. Heaton 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 
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Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Beauchamp, E. 

Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexh’m) 
Beck, A. Cecil 

Bellairs, Carlyon 
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Mr. WinFREY rose in his place, and 
claimed to move, “That the Question 


Question put, “That the Question be 


The House divided :—Ayes, 312 ; Noes, 


85. Division List No. 170.) 


AYES. 
Coats,SirT.Glen( Renfrew, W.) 
Collins Stephen (Lambeth) 
Condon Thomas Joseph 
Cooper, G. J. 
Corbett,CH(Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 
Cowan, W. H. 

Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 
Crossley, William J. 

Dalziel, James Henry 
Davies, M. Vaughan-(Cardigan) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, S. 
Delany, William 
Devlin,CharlesRamsay(Galw’y 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, 8.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh. 
Dickinson, W.H.(St.PancrasN . 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dillon, John 

Dodd, W. H. 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Donelan, Captain A. 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, C.( Barrow-in- Furness 
Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Dunne, MajorE. Martin( Walsall 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
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Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Evans, Samuel T. 
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Ferens, T. R. 
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Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 
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Gill, A. H. 
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Gladstone, Rt. Hon. H. John 
Glendinning, R. G. 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Griffith, Ellis 

Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Halpin, J. 

Hammond, John 

Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
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Mr. Soares and Mr. 
Winfrey. 
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Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
Marks, H. H. (Kent) 
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Valentia, Viscount 
Walker,Col. W. H. (Lancashire 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 
Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 
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Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
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Worsley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart. 
Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE Nors— 
Mr. Laurence Hardy and 
Mr. Abel Smith. 


Question put accordingly ‘That the | ‘contract,’ in page 1, line 24, stand part 
words proposed to be left out, to the word ! of the Bill.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 292; Noes, 112. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E. 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 
Adkins, W. Ryland 

Alden, Percy 

Allen,A.Acland (Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 
Astbury, John Meir 
Atherley-Jones, L. 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker, Joseph A. (Finsbury,E.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barker, John 
Barlow,JohnEmmott (Somers’t 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Beauchamp, E. 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, W.(T’w’r H’mlets,S. Geo. 
Bertram, Julius 

Bethell, J. H. (Essex, Romford 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Haldon) 
Billson, Alfred 

Black, Arthur W.( Bedfordshire 
Blake, Edward 

Boland, John 

Brace, William 

Branch, James 

Bright, J. A. 

Brunner, J.F.L. (Lanes., Leigh) 
Brunner,Sir John T. (Cheshire) 
Bryce,Rt.Hn.James (Aberdeen 
Bryce,J.A.(InvernessBurghs) 
Buchanan, Thomas, Ryburn 
Buckmaster, Stanly O. 
Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burns, Rt.Hon. John 
Burnyeat, J. D. W. 

Burt, Rt.Hon. Thomas 
Buxton, Rt.Hn.SydneyCharles 
Byles, William Pollard 

Cairns, Thomas 

Cameron, Robert 

CarrGomm, H. W. 

Causton, Rt.Hn.RichardKnig’t 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Clarke, C. Goddard 

Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, W. 

Coats,SirT.Glen( Renfrew, W.) 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 





AYES. 
Cooper, G. J. 
Corbett,CH(Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 
Cowan, W. H. 
Crean, Eugene 
Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 
Crossley, William J. 
Dalziel, James Henry 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, S. 
Delany, William 
Devlin,CharlesRamsay(Galw’y 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh,§S.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh. 
Dickinson, W.H.(St.Pancas,N. 
Dillon, John 
Dodd, John 
Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Donelan, Captain A. 
Duffy, William J. 
Duncan,C.(Barrow-in-Furness 
Duncan, J.H. (York, Otley) 
Dunne, Major E.Martin( Walsall 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
Evans, Samuel T. 
Farrell, James Patrick 
Fenwick, Charles 
Ferens, T. R. 
Ferguson, R. C. Munro 
Ffrench, Peter 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Fullerton, Hugh 
Gibb, James (Harrow) 
Gill, A. H. 
Ginnell, L. 
Glendinning, R. G. 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough). 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Griffith, Ellis J. 
Halpin, J. 
Hammond, John 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r 
Harrington, Timothy 
Hart- Davies, T. 
Harwood, George 
Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth 
Haworth, Arthur A. 
Hayden, John Patrick 
Hazel, Dr. A. E. 
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Hazelton, Richard 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson,J.M.(Aberdeen,W.} 
Henry, Charles S. 

Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hogan, Michael 

Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hutton, Alfred Eddison 
Jaceby, James Alfred 

Jardine, Sir J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Jones, DavidBrynmor(Swansea 
Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett, F. W. 

Joyce, Michael 

Kearley, Hudson E. 
Kekewich, Sir George 
Kennedy, Vincent Paut 
Kilbride, Denis 
Kincaid-Smith, Captain 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford 
Kitson, Sir James 

Lamb, Edmund G.(Leominst’r 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Layland- Barratt, Francis 

Lea, Hugh Cecil (St. Pancras, E.) 
Leese,SirJosephF.( Accrington 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, A. Levy( Essex, Harwich 
Lever, W. H. (Cheshire, Wirral) 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt.Hon. David 
Lundon, W. 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 
Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald,J.M.(FalkirkB’ghs 
Mackarness, Frederick C. 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down, £- 
MacVeigh, Chas. (Donegal, E.) 
M‘Callum, John M. 

M‘Crae, George 

M‘Killop, W. 

M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick’ 

Mallet, Charles E. 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Mansfield, H. Rendall (Lincoln 
Marks, G. Croydon(Launcestor- 
Marnham, F. J. 

Massie, J. 

Meagher, Michael 
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Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Molteno, Perey Alport 

Mond, A. 

Montagu, E. S. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, J. Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Morrell, Philip 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. B. 

Nicholls, George 

Nicholson, Chas N. (Doncaster 
Nolan, Joseph 

Norman, Henry 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nuttall, Harry 

O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny; 
O’Brien, William (Cork) 
O’Connor, James( Wicklow, W. 
O'Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
0’ Doherty, Philip 

0’ Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
0’Grady, J. 

O’Hare, Patrick 

O'Malley, William 
O'Shaughnessy, P. J. 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Philipps, Col. Tvor(S’thampton) 
Philipps, J. Wynford(Pembr’ke 
Philipps, Owen ©. (Pembroke) 
Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh,Central) 
Price, Robert John (Norfolk.E, 
Radford, G. H. 

Rainy, A. Rolland 


‘ 


Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Armstrong, W. C. Heaton 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt. Hn.SirH. 
Balearres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt.Hn.A.J.(City Lond. ) 
Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Baring, Hon. Guy (Winchester) 
Beach,Hn.Michael Hugh Hicks 
Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) 
Beck, A. Cecil 

Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cawley, Frederick 

Cecil Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cochrane, Thos. H. A. E. 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) 
Craik, Sir Henry 
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Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Rees, J. D. 

Rickett, J. Compton 
Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Robertson,SirG. Scott( Bradf’rd 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, S. 

Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Rogers, F. E. Newman 

Rose, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Russell, T. W. 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 
Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann,Chas. E.(Manchester) 
Scott, A.H.(Ashton und’ Lyne 
sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Shackleton, David James B. 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick) 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Silcock, Thomas Ball 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon .John 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thos. F. (Leitrim, S.) 
Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Stanger‘ H. Y. 

Stanley, Hn.A.Lyulph (Chesh. 
Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 
Sullivan, Donal 


NOES. 


| Cross, Alexander 
| Dalrymple, Viscount 


Davies, M. Vaughan-(Cardigan) 


| Dixon-Hartland,SirFred Dixon. 





Duncan, Robert (LanarkGovan 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Erskine, David C. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Faber, George Denison (York) 
‘ell, Arthur 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Fletcher, J. 8. 

Forster, Henry William’ 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Hardy, Laurence( Kent, Ashford 

Harrison-Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Hedges, A. Paget 

Helmsely, Viscount 

Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
flervey,F. W.F.(BuryS. Edm’ds 

Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 

Hill, Henry Staveley(Staff’sh.) 

Hills, J. W. 

Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 


! Hornby, Sir William Henry 
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Summerbell, T. 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe 
Tennant, Sir Edward(Salisbury 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thomas, Abel(Carmarthen, E.) 
Thomas, Sir A. (Glamorgan, E. 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, A. M. 

Ure, Alexander 

Verney, F. W. 

Walker, H. De Rr. (Leicester) 
Walsh, Stephen 

Warde, John (Stoke uponTrent 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason, JohnCathcart-Orkney} 
Waterlow, D. S. 

Watt, H. Anderson 

Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 

Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, Llewellyn(Carmathen 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Wilson, J. H. (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson, J. W. (Worcestersh. N.) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, S.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 
Woodhouse,SirJT.(Huddersf’d. 
Young, Samuel 
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TELLERS FOR THE AyES—Mr. 
Soares and Mr. Winfrey. 


Houston, Robert Paterson 
Kennaway,Rt.Hn.Sir John H. | 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt.Hon.Col. W. 
Keswick, William 

Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm. 
Lane-Fox, G. R. 

Liddell, Henry 
Lockwood, Rt.Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R. 
Long, Col. Chas. W. (Evesham) 
Long, Rt.Hn. Walter(Dublin,S.) 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lyell, Charles Henry 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
Marks, H. H. (Kent) 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 
Nicholson, Wm. G.(Petersfield) 
Nield, Herbert 

Nussey, Thomas Willans 

O’ Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Partington, Oswald 

Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlington) 
Percy, Earl 

Raphael, Herbert 

Remnant, James Farquharson 
Renton, Major Leslie 
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Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 
Rothschild, Hon. Lionel Walter 
Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Smith, AbelH.(Hertford, East) 
Smith, F.E. (Liverpool, Walton) 
Snowden, P. 
Starkey, John R. 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 
Talbot, Rt. Hn.J.G.(Oxf’d Univ. 
Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
*Mr. COCHRANE moved to insert 
“underany ” after “ or” in Clause 1, sub- 
section (2), line 4. The Amendment was 
of very considerable interest in Scotiand. 
It was quite obvious that there were many 
jarge tenants who were capable of making 
anv arrangements on a perfectly fair and 
equal basis with their landlords. All 
sorts of complicated questions arose 
under the leases in Scotland. There 
were often different classes of arbitration 
such as the valuation of sheep stock, the 
various forms of cropping, etc. Of course 
the ordinary way when a valuation was 
to be made was for each party to appoint 
an arbitrator, and if they could not agree 
an oversman was appointed on applica- 
tion to the Sheriff. Under this sub- 
section as it stood, all the friendly arrange- 
ments which had been made between 
landlord and tenant in_ Scotland, 
which had hitherto worked remark- 
ably well, would be knocked on the 
head. If only a single arbitrator was 
appointed, a man who knew nothing 
of the particular forms of agriculture 
in the east country might be sent 
from a dairy country, and in like 
manner a man might be sent from a 
dairy country to a potato district, or 
from a potato district to a cattle-feeding 
district, to deal with valuations. He 
contended that the best way was to 
leave landlord and tenant to arrange 
as to the mode of arbitration. The 
hon. Gentleman had referred to a 
meeting of the Scottish Agricultural 
Society. He knew something of that 
body, and at that meeting one of the 
largest farmers in the country, Mr. Hope 
of Barney Hill, moved an Amendment 
against a single arbitrator, stating that 
he did not believe that the farmers of 
Scotland would be ready to tie them- 
selves down to the clause as it stood. 
That Resolution was carried by twenty- 
one to eighteen. He would remind 
the House that arbitration was only 
substituting one court for another; and 





{COMMONS} 


Thomson, W. Mitchell- (Lanark ; Wills, Arthur Walters 
Thornton, Percy M. 
Turnour, V iscount 
Walker, Col. W. H. (Lancashire | W ortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart- 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel : 
Warde, Col, C. E. (Kent, Mid) 
Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. | 
Whitbread, Howard 
Whitehead, Rowland 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
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| Wilson, A. Stanley (York,E.R.) 
Wolf, Gustav Wilhelm 


| Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
| Younger, George 


| TELLERS FOR THE NoEs—Sir 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 


why should these responsible duties be 
placed in the hands of a man who had 
no particular training for the work? 
The sub-section interfered with the 
custom which had subsisted in Scotland 
for many years, and the object of 
his Amendment was to save existing 
tenancies from the operation of the 
sub-section where arrangements of a 
contrary nature had been made. 


Amendment proposed— 

“In page 1, line 24, after the word ‘or’ to 
insert the words Sunder any. ”—(Mr. Coch- 
rane.) 

Question proposed, “ That these words 
be there inserted.” 


Mr. SOARES said that the promoters 
of the Bill were unable to accept the 
Amendment. He believed that the 
principle of a single arbitrator would be 
good both for the tenant and for the land- 
lord, and he utterly failed to see why 
existing tenants should not have the 
benefits which were expected to arise 
under this provision as well as tenants 
in the future. 


CotonEL KENYON-SLANEY | said 
that those who supported the Amendment 
desired to maintain existing contracts 
entirely without a break, and that was, 
he believed, what 99 per cent. of the 
tenants desired should be done. [“ No, 
no.”] Hon. Gentlemen said ‘‘ No, no,” 
but he confidently appealed to the two 
tenant farmers who had spoken to cor- 
roborate what he had said. He did not 
think that there were more than two 
tenant farmers in the House, but at 
all events the two who had spoken had 
expressed themselves strongly in favour 
of the position he was now taking up. 
The Chambers of Commerce were all 
against the proposed change, and if the 
opinion of the great majority of tenant 
farmers was taken on the subject he was 
sure that they would adopt the attitude 
which the Opposition were taking up. 














1309 Land 


He personally did not think that this 
was a question between landlord and 
tenant. He did not regard it as a 
landlord question at all. 
himself, he did not regard this measure 
as of much importance, but he did 
not think that the tenants were likely to 


get the results from it which were pre- | 
After all, the contracts between | 


dicted. 
landlords and tenants had been entered 


into by reasonable men, with full know- | 


ledge on each side of the consequences of 
their action, and in his opinion nobody 
could say that in the midland counties, 


at any rate, the tenants were not able, 
to make these arrangements with the | 


full knowledge of what they meant. 


He thought, therefore, that the tenants | 
would prefer the arrangements which | 


they themselves had come to, at all 


events while those arrangements con- | 


tinued in force. In his opinion the 
measure was not wanted; and it would 
create a feeling of insecurity on the part 
of both tenants and landlords, 


Mr. SHACKLETON (Lancashire, | 


Clitheroe) was glad to hear that this was 


not only not a landlord’s Bill, but that | 


the hon. Member did think that the 


tenant farmers had an interest in it. | 


When, however, he considered the debate 
which had taken place, and the amount 
of time which had been spent upon 
the consideration of the Bill in the Com- 
mittee upstairs, he thought the tenants 
would appreciate the splendid efforts 
of their friends in preventing the Bill 
from becoming law. The Labour Party 


were sometimes told previous to the last | 


general election that there was a danger 
that if they were returned they would 
represent a class interest. The House 
had hada striking illustration to-day that 


class interest was not confined to those | 


who represented the Labour Party, but 
that the landlords were present to 
represent their own interests and their 
own class. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: The subject which 


the hon. Member is now raising will no | 


doubt lead to many speeches in opposi- 
tion to his views, and it will be very 


difficult to stop those speeches, and to keep | 


the debate within the lines of the Bill. 


Mr. SHACKLETON said he would not 
pursue the matter further, but he would 
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As a landlord | 


Tenure Bill. 


| point out that the Bill was discussed in 

a very exhaustive manner upstairs, and 
| that it seemed to him that it was a waste 
of time to raise the same points again and 
again for the purpose of preventing the 
Bill from becoming law. 


Mr. LAMBTON said the hon. Member 
who had spoken last seemed to forget that 
| there were 670 Members of the House of 
| Commons who were entitled to discuss this 
matter. Personally he was not a member 
of the Committee to which the hon. 
| Member had referred, and he was not 
acquainted with their decisions, and, the 
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/matter coming before the House on 
Report, he did not think they ought to 
attach too much importance to what 
'had taken place upstairs. The hon. 
Member had talked about class interest, 
and of hon. Members representing one class 
‘only. It was precisely there that he had 
| made a great mistake in reference to this 
| particular Bill, and he did not think such 
references were calculated to facilitate 
'the progress of the measure. He had 
been a landlord for nearly a quart 

of a century, and in supporting this 
Amendment he thought he was support- 
ing the interests of the tenants as 
well as of the landlords. The hon. 
Member seemed to have forgotten that 
during the last twenty-five years there 
had been great depression in agricul- 
ture, and that the landlord now had to 
accept the tenants’ terms instead of 
the tenant having to accept the land- 
lord’s terms. Therefore it was useless 
in these days for anybody to get up 
and say that a tenant had entered into 
any agreement contrary to his wishes. 


Mr. WALTER LONG wished to say a 

few words in reply to what had been said 
in regard to the attitude taken by him- 
self and his friends. It was said 
that they were acting contrary to the 
| interests of the tenant farmers; they 
| were content to leave the tenant farmers 
to judge of their actions. They did not 
feel it necessary to take exception to the 
remarks which had been made except 
to point out that it was an_ illustra- 
tion of the class of opposition tojwhich 
they were exposed. They on that side 
| were acting in the interests of ninety- 
‘nine out of a hundred of occupying 
| tenants and also ,in the interests of the 
‘ landlords. : 
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Question put. 


Acland-Hood, Rt. Hn.SirAlex. F 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt.Hn.Sir H. 
Balearres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt.Hn. A.J.(City Lond.) 
Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Beach, Hn. Michael HughHicks 
Beale, W, P. 

Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Burnyeat, J. D.W. 

Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Dalrymple, Viscount 
Dixon-Hartland, SirFred Dixon 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fell, Arthur 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Fletcher, J. S. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Adkins, W. Ryland 

Alden, Percy 

Allen, A.Acland (Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 
Asquith, Rt. Hu.Herbert Henry 
Astbury, John Meir 
Atherley-Jones, L. 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker,Joseph A. (Finsbury, E.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barker, John 


Barlow,JohnEmmott(Somerset 


Barnard, E. B. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 
Beauchamp, E. 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, W.(T’w’rHamlets, S.Geo. 
Bennett, E. N. 

Bethell, J. H. (Essex, Romford 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Billson, Alfred 

Black, ArthurW.( Bedfordshire 
Blake, Edward 

Boland, John 

Brace, William 

Branch, James 
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The House divided :—Ayes 93: 
301. (Division List No. 172) 
_ AYES. 

Fuller, John Michael F. 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks East,) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Hardy, Laurence( Kent, Ashford 
Harrison- Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 


Noes 


Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlington 
Percy, Earl 

Remnant, James Farquharson 
Renton, Major Leslie 
Ridsdale, E. A. 

Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 
Hedges, A. Paget Rothschild, Hon. Lionel Walter 
Helmsley, Viscount Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 
Hervey, F.W.F.(BuryS.Edm/ds | Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Hill, Sir Clement(Shrewsbury) | Smith, Abel H.(Hertford, East) 
Hills, J. W. Starkey, John R. 

Hobhouse, Charles E. H. Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Hornby, Sir William Henry Talbot, Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxf’dUniv 
Houston, Sir Robert Paterson | Tennant, Sir Edw. (Salisbury) 
Kennaway,Rt.Hon.Sir JohnH. | Thomson, W.Mitchell- (Lanark 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt.Hon.Col.W. | Thornton, Perey M. 

Keswick, William Turnour, Viscount 
Kincaid-Smith Captain Walker, Col. W.H.(Lancashire) 
Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm. | Walrond, Hon. Lionel 

Lane- Fox, G. R. Warde, Co]. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 
Liddell, Henry Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W. 
Lockwood, Rt.Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R. | Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Long, Col. Chas. W. (Evesham) | Wills, Arthur Ww alters 

Long, Rt.Hn. Walter( Dublin, 8.) | Wilson, A. Stanley (York, E.R. 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 

Lowe, Sir Francis William | Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B.Stuart- 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred | Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
M‘Calmont, Colonel James | Younger, George 

Marks, H. H. (Kent) 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 
Nicholson, Wm. G. (Petersfield 
Nield, Herbert 


NOES. 


Bright, J. A. ; Delany, William 

Brunner, J.F.L.(Lancs., Leigh) | Devlin, Chas. Ramsay (Galway 
Brunner, Sir JohnT.(Cheshire) | Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh,S.) 
Bryce,J.A.(Inverness Burghs) | Dickinson, W.H.(St. Pancras,N 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Buckmaster, Stanley O. | Dodd, W. H. 

Burke, E. Haviland- | Dolan, Charles Joseph 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John | Donelan, Captain A. 

Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas | Duffy, William J. 

Buxton, Rt.Hn.SydneyCharles | Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness 
Byles, William Pollard | Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Cairns, Thomas | Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Cameron, Robert | Dunne, MajorMartin( Walsall) 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. | Edwards,Clement (Denbigh) 
Causton,Rt.Hn.RichardKnight | Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Channing, Francis Allston | Erskine, David C. 

Clarke, C. Goddard | Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
Cleland, J. W. | Evans, Samuel T. 

Clough, W. | Everett, R. Lacey 

Coats, Sir T. Glen (Renfrew, W.) | Farrell, James Patrick 

Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) | Ferens, T. R. 

Condon, Thomas Joseph | Ferguson, R. C. Munro 
Cooper, G. J. | Ffrenc h, Peter 

Corbett,C. H(Sussex,E.Grinst’d | Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. | Flynn, James Christopher 
Cowan, W. H. | Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Crean, Eugene | Fullerton, Hugh 

Cremer, William Randal Gibb, James (Harrow) 
Crombie, John William | Gill, A. H. 

Crossley, William J. | Ginnell, L. 

Dalziell, James Henry | Glendinning, R. G. 


TELLERS FOR THE AyYES— 
Viscount Valentia and Mr. 
Forster. 





Davies, M. Vaughan-(Cardigan | Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 


i Greenwood, Hamar (York) 








_— 
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Griffith, Ellis J. 

Gulland, John W. 

Halpin, J. 

Hammond, John 

Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Worc’r) 
Harrington, Timothy 
Hart-Davies, T. 

Harwood, George 

Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hazleton, Richard 

Healey, Timothy Michael 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson,J.M.(Aberdeen, W.) 
Henry, Charles S. 

Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hogan, Michael 

Holden, E. Hopkinson 

Hooper, A. G. 

Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hutton, Alfred Eddison 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Jackson, R.S. 

Jacoby, James Alfred 

Jardine, Sir J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Jones, David Brynmor(Swansea 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett, F. W. 

Joyce,’ Michael 

Kearley, Hudson E. 

Kekewich, Sir George 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 

King, Alfred John (Knustford) 
Kitson, Sir James 

Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Layland-Barratt, Francis 

Lea, Hugh Cecil (St. Pancras, E 
Leese,SirJosephF.( Accrington) 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever,A. Levy(Essex, Harwich) 
Lever, W.H. (Cheshire, Wirral) 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Lioyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald,J.M.(Falkirk B’ghs 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down, S. 
MacVeigh, Chas. (Donegal, E. 
M ‘Callum, John M. 

M‘Crae, George 

M ‘Kenna, Reginald 

MKillop, W. 
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M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 

Mallet, Charles E. 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Mansfield, H. Rendall (Lincoln 
Marks, H. Croydon( Launceston 
Marnham, F. J. 

Massie, J. 

Meagher, Michael 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Molteno, Percy Alport 

Mond, A. 

Montagu, E. S. 

Montgomery, H. H. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmartien ) 
Morrell, Philip 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. B. 

Nicholls, George 

Nicholson, Chas. N. (Doncast’r ) 
Nolan, Joseph 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
Nuttall, Harry 

O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Brien, William (Cork) 
O’Connor, James (Wicklow, W.) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 

O’ Doherty, Philip 

O’ Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
O’Grady, J. 

O’ Hare, Patrick 

O'Malley, William 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Parker, James (Halifax) 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Philipps, Col. Ivor(S’thampton) 
Philipps,J.Wynford(Pembroke 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh,Central 
Price, Robert John (NorfolkE, 
Rainy, A. Rolland 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond,, John E. (Waterford 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Rees, J. D. 

Rickett, J. Compton 
Robertson, SirG.Scott( Bradt’rd 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, S. 

Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Rose, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Russell, T. W. 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford 
Samuel, Herbert L.(Cleveland) 
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Samuel, 8. M. (Whitechapel) 

Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 

Schwann, ©. Duncan (Hyde) 

Schwann, Chas. E. (Manchester 

Scott, A. H.(Ashton-und.-Lyne 

Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Shackleton, David James 

Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B. 

Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Sileock, Thomas Ball 

Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 

Sloan, Thomas Henry 

Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 

Smyth, Thomas F. (Leitrim, S., 

Snowden, P. 

Soames, Arthur Wellesley 

Stanger, H. Y. 

Stanley, Hn. A. Lyulph(Chesh. ) 

Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 

Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 

Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 

Sullivan, Donal 

Summerbell, T. 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, John W. (Durham) 

Taylor, Theodore C.(Radcliffe) 

Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 

Thomas, Abel (Carmarthen, E.) 

Thomas, Sir A. (Glamorgan, E.) 

Thomasson, Franklin 

Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, A. M. 

Ure, Alexander 

Verney, F. W. 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 

Walsh, Stephen 

Ward, John (Stoke-upon-Trent 

Ward, W.Dudley(Southampton 

Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 

Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 

Wason, John Cathcart(Orkney) 

Watt, H. Anderson 

Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire 

White, Luke (York, E. R.) 

White, Patrick (Meath, North) 

Whitehead, Rowland 

Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 

Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, Llewelyn(Carm’rth’n 

Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 

Wilson, Hn. C. H. W. (Hull, W. 

Wilson, J. W. (Worcestersh. N. 

Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, 8.) 

Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton 

Wood, T. M*Kinnon 

Woodhouse,SirJ.T.(Huddersf’d 

Young, Samuel 

TELLERS FOR THE NoES—Mr. 
Soares and Mr. Winfrey. 


Sir E, CARSON moved to insert after | to compensation for improvements.” He 
the word “ tenants,” the words relating! pointed out that the House up to a short 
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time previously was under the impression 
that this clause was to substitute one arbi- 
trator for the two insisted upon in the 
previous Act for this purpose, but they 
had now ascertained that the subsection 
went much further, and meant that the 
arbitrator was to deal not only with 
questions in dispute as to improvements, 
but with every case of dispute under the 
agreements which had been entered into. 
If anybody turned to the Agricultural 
Holdings Act of 1900 which set up the 
principle of arbitration, and which this 
section amended, they would find that 
that arbitration was to be confined to 
compensation for improvements. The 
words of the section of the present Bill 
were the words of the second section of 
the Act of 1900, except that the words 
‘compensation for improvements ” were 
left out to make it wider. Unless it was 
intended to abrogate the rights of land- 
lords and tenants under the agreements 
entered into, he could not see the 
reason for this Bill widening that section 
in this way. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In page 1, line 54, after the word ‘tenancy ’” 
to insert the words ‘relating to compensation 
for improvements.’”’—(Sir Eaward Carson.) 


Question proposed, “That those words 
be there inserted.” 


Sir W. ROBSON said no doubt the 
subsection did extend the principle of the 
single arbitrator to all cases in which 
arbitration was provided for. He 
thought there was no very essential 


{COMMONS} 
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distinction, so far as the tribunal for 
dealing with them was concerned, be- 


tween compensation cases and other cases. 


Sir F. BANBURY said the Solicitor- 
General appeared, like the hon. member 
for Clitheroe, to be in favour of taking 
away freedom of contract from everybody, 
and of setting up a particular class of 
persons to judge what other people might 
do. It was monstrous that when two 
people desired to take a certain course, 
the hon. member for Clitheroe, or some- 
body equally ignorant of agricultural 
matters, should step in and say they 
should not be allowed to do so. 


Mr. SoaREs rose in his place, and 
claimed to move, “That the Question be 
now put;” but Mr. SPEAKER withheld 
his assent, and declined then to put that 
Question. 


Sir F. BANBURY said thut that was an 
illustration of the manner in which the 
Bill had been conducted, and he would 


say no more. 


Mr. ABEL SMITH rose to continue the 
debate, but 


Mr. Soares rose in his place, and 
claimed to move, “ That the Question be 
now put.” 


Question put, “That the Question be 
now put.” 


The House divided:—Ayes, 519; Noes, 
85. (Division List, No. 173.) 


AYES. 


Abraham William, (Cork, N.E. 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Adkins, W. Ryland 

Alden, Percy 


Beale, W. P. 


Beck, A. Cecil 


Beauchamp, E. 
Beaumont, W. C._B. (Hexham) 


Bellairs, Carlyon 


Buckmaster, Stanley O. 
Burke, E. Haviland- 
Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
| Burnyeat, J. D. W. 
Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Buxton, Rt. Hn. Sydney Chas. 








Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Astbury, John Meir 
Atherley-Jones, L. 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker, Joseph A.(Finsbury, E.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barker, John 
Barlow,JohnEmmott (Somers’t 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnard, E. b. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst , 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 


oe) 


«= 


—_" ¥ portamye 
Sir E. Carson. | .~ 


Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 


Benn, W.(T’ w’rHamlets,S.Geo. 
Bennett, E. N. 

Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Billson, Alfred 

Black, Arthur W.( Bedfordshire 
Blake, Edward 

Boland, John 

Bolton, T.D.(Derbyshire,N.E.) | 
Brace, William | 
Branch, James 

Brunner, J.F.L. (Lanes., Leigh) 
Brunner, Sir John T. (Cheshire) | 
Bryce, J.A. (Inverness Burghs) 


id 


Byles, William Pollard 

Cairns, Thomas 

Cameron, Robert 

Carr-Gomm, H. W. 

Causton, Rt. HnRichardKnight 
Cawley, Frederick 

Channing, Francis Allston 


| Cheetham, John Frederick 


Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Clarke, C. Goddard 
Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, W. 


' Coats, Sir,T.Glen (Renfrew, W.) 
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Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Condon, Thomas Joseph , ; 
Cooper, G. J. 

Corbett, CH.(Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 
Crossley, William J. 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, M. Vaughan (Cardigan 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, S.) 
Delany, William 

Devlin, CharlesRamsay(Galw’y 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, S.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh. 
Dickinson, W.H.(St.Pancras,N. 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dillon, John 

Dodd, W. H. 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 

Donelan, Captain A. 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness 
Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Dunne, Major E. Martin( Walsall 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Erskine, David C. 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Farrell, James Patrick 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ferguson, R. C. Munro 
Ffrench, Peter 

Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Ginnell, L. 
Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herbert John 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Griftith, Ellis J. 

Gulland, John W. 

Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Halpin, J. 

Hammond, John 

Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 
Harrington, Timothy 
Hart-Davies, T. 

Harwood, George 

Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hazleton, Richard 

Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson, J.M.(Aberdeen, W. 
Henry, Charles S. 

Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hogan, Michael 

Holden, E. Hopkinson 

Hooper, A. G. 
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Horniman, Emslie John 
Howard, Hon.Geoffrey 
Hutton, Alfred Eddison 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Jackson, R. S. 

Jacoby, James Alfred 

Jardine, Sir J. 

Jones, David Brynmor(Swansea 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett, F. W. 

Joyce, Michael 

Kearley, Hudson E. 

Kekewich, Sir George 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 
Kincaid-Smith, Captain 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) | 
Kitson, Sir James | 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) | 
Lambert, George 
Lamont, Norman 
Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) | 
Layland-Barratt, Francis 

Lea, Hugh Cecil(St. Pancras, E. 
Leese,Sir Joseph F.(Accrington | 
Lehmann, R. C. 
Lever, A. Levy (Essex,Harwich) | 
Lever, W. H. (Cheshire, Wirral) | 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J.M. (Falkirk B’ghs 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down, S. 
MacVeigh, Charles(Donegal,E.) 
M‘Crae, George 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 

M‘Killop, W. 

M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 

Mallet, Charles E. 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Mansfield, H. Rendall (Lincoln) 
Marks, G.Croydon( Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J. 

Massie, J. 

Meagher, Michael 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Molteno, Percy Alport 

Mond, A. 

Montagu, E. 8. 

Montgomery, H. H. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen 
Morrell, Philip 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. B. 

Nicholls, George 
Nicholson,CharlesN. (Doncast’r | 
Nolan, Joseph 
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Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
Nuttall, Harry 

O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Brien, William (Cork) 
O’Connor, James (Wicklow, W. 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 

O’ Doherty, Philip 

O’Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
O’Grady, J. 

O’Hare, Patrick 

O'Malley, William 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Parker, James (Halifax) j 
Partington, Oswald 

Paul, Herbert 

Paulton, James Mellor 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Philipps, Col.Ivor(S’thampton) 
Philipps,J.Wynford (Pembroke 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C.E.(Edinburgh,Central) 
Price, Robert John(Norfolk,E. } 


| Rainy, A. Holland 


Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford: 
Redmond, William (Claye) 
Rees, J. D. 

Renton, Major Leslie 
Richards, T.F. (Wolverh’mpt’n 
Rickett, J. Compton 

Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Robertson, SirGScott (Bradf'rd. 
Robertson, J. M. (‘Tyneside 
Robinson, S. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rogers, F. E. Newman 

Rose, Charles Day 


| Rowlands, J. 


Russell, T. W. 


| Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
| Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland* 


Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 

Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann, Chas. E. (Manchester 
Scott, A.H. (Ashton-und.-Lyne 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Rt.Hon. T. (Hawick,'P. 
Shipman, Dr. John G.) 
Silcock, Thomas Ball 

Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 

Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thomas F. (Leitrim, 8. 
Snowdon, P. 

Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Stanger, H. Y. 

Stanley, Hn.A.Lyulph (Chesh.} 
Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 


| Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 








11319 





Lu nul 


Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Tennant, Sir Edward (Salisb’ry 
Thomas, Abe] (Carmarthen, E.) 
Thomas, Sir A. (Glamorgan, E. 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Ure, Alexander 

Verney, F. W. 


Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt. Hn.Sir H. 
Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, RtHn.A.J.(City Lond.) 
Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Beach, Hn.MichaelHugh Hicks 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 

Boyle, Sir Edward 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craig, po James (Down, E.) 
Craik, Sir Henry 
Cross, Alexander 

Dalrymple, Viscount 
Dixon-Hartland, SirFredDixon 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fell, Arthur 


Question put accordingly, 
compensation — for 
be there inserted. ” 


words ‘relating to 
improve ments ° 


Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt.Hon Sir H 
Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour,Rt Hn.A.J(City Lond.) 
Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Beach,Hn Michael Hugh Hicks 
Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 

Boyle, Sir Edward 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 
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, Wa.ker, H. De R. (Leicester) 


Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 

Ward, John (Stoke-upon-Trent 
Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason, John Cathcart(Orkney) 
Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, J.D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whitehead, Rowland 

Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Wiles, Thomas 


NOES. 


Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Fletcher, J. 8. 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Haddock, George R. 
Hardy,Laurence (Kent, Ashf’rd 
Harrison-Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Helmsley, Viscount 

Hervey, F.W.F(BurySEdm’ds 
Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 
Hills, J. W. 

Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Kennaway, Rt.Hn.Sir John H. 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt. Hn.Col.W. 
Keswick, William 

Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm. 
Lane-Fox, G. R 

Liddell, Henry 

Lockwood, Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R. 
Long, Rt.Hn. Walter(Dublin,S) 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lyttleton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
Marks, H. H. (Kent) 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 


“ That the | 
304. 


AYES. 


Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Merylebone,E ) 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H.A.E. 
Courthope, G. Loyd 
Craig,Captain James(Down,E.) 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Cross, Alexander 

Dalrymple, Viscount 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir Fred Dixon 
Faber, GeorgejDenison (York) 











Tenure Bill. 


Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, Llewelyn(Carm’rth’n 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Wills, Arthur Walters 

Wilson, Hon. C.H.W. (Hull, W.) 
Wilson, J. H. (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson, J.W. (Worcestersh. N.) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, S.) 
Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 
Woodhouse,SirJT.( Huddersii’d 
Young, Samuel 
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TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Soares and Mr. Winfrey. 


Nicholson, Wm. G. (Pe ay) 
Nield, Herbert 
Pease, HerbertPike ( (Dadian 
Percy, Earl 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 
Rothschild, Hon. Lionel Walter 
‘Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Smith, Abel H.( Hertford, East) 
Starkey, John R. 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 
Talbot, Rt.Hn.J.G(Oxf’d Univ. 
Thomson, W. Mitchell- (Larfark 
Thornton, Percy M. 
Turnour, Viscount 
Walker, Col. W. H. (Lancashire) 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson, A. Stanley (York, E.R.) 
Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart- 
Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE NoES—Sir 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 88 ; Noes, 
(Division List, No. 174). 


| Fell, Arthur 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 

Fletcher. J. S. 

Forster, Ifenry Wiliam 

Fuller, John Michael F. 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 

Haddock, George R. 

Hardy, Laurence(Kent, Ashford 

Hay, Hon. Claude George 

Helmsley, Viscount 

Hervey, F.W.F.(BuryS.Edm’‘ds 

Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 

Hills, J. W. 

| Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 

| Hornby, Sir William Henry 
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Houston, Robert Paterson 
Kennaway, Rt. Hon SirJohn H. 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt. Hn.Col.W. 
Keswick, William 

Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm 
Lane-Fox, G. R. 

Liddell, Henry 

Lockwood, Rt.Hn Lt.-Col,A.R. 
Long, Rt.Hn. Walter(Dublin,S.) 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
Marks, H. H. (Kent) 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E). 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Adkins, W. Ryland 

Alden, Percy 

Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Astbury, John Meir 
Atherley-Jones, L. 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker, Joseph A. (Finsbury, E.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barker, John 
Barlow,JohnEmmott(Somerset 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Beauchamp, E. 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Belloc, Hilaire Joseph Peter R. 
Benn, W.(T’w’r Hamlets,S. Geo. 
Bennett, E. N. 

Billson, Alfred 

Black, Arthur W.( Bedfordshire 
Blake, Edward 

Boland, John 

Bolton, T.D. (Derbyshire, N. E.) 
Brace, William 

Branch, James 

Bright, J. A. 

Brunner, J. F. L. (Lancs., Leigh) 
Brunner, Sir John T. (Cheshire) 
Bryce, Rt. Hn.James( Aberdeen 
Bryce,J. A.(Inverness Burghs) 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Buckmaster, Stanley O. 

Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burnyeat, J. D. W. 

durt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Buxton, Rt. Hn.Sydney Charles 
Byles, William Pollard 

Cairns, Thomas 
‘Cameron, Robert 

Causton, Rt. Hn.RichardKnight 
Cawley, Frederick 

Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Clarke, C. Goddard 
‘Cleland, J. W. 








{29 JuNE 1906} 


Morpeth, Viscount 

Nicholson, Wm. G.(Petersfield) 
Nield, Herbert 

Pease,Herbert Pike( Darlington 
Percy, Earl 

Remnant, James Farquharson 
Ridsdale, E. A. 

Ropner, Colonel] Sir Robert 
Rothschild, Hon. Lionel Walter 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Smith, Abel H. (Hertford, East) 
Starkey, John R. 

Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Talbot, Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxf’dUniv. 
Tennant,Sir Edward(Salisbury 
Thomson, W. Mitchell-(Lanark) 


NOES 


Clough, W. 

Coats, Sir T. Glen (Renfrew, W.) 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Cooper, G. J. 

Corbett, C.H.(Sussex, EGrinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 

Crom bie, John William 
Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, M. Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, 8.) 
Delany, William 
Devlin,CharlesRamsay(Galway 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, S.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh. 
Dickinson, W.H.(St Pancras,N. 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dillon, John 

Dodd, W. H. 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Donelan, Captain A. 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in- Furness 
Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Dunne, MajorE. Martin( Walsall 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Erskine, David C. 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Farrell, James Patrick 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ferguson, R. C. Munro 
Ffrench, Peter 

Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Ginnell, L. 

Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Gulland, John W. 

Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Halpin, J. 

Hammond, John 

Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 








Tenure Bill. 


Thornton, Percy M. 

Turnour, Viscount 

Walker, Col. W. H.(Lancashire} 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson, A. Stanley (York, E.R. 
Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart- 
Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
Younger, George 
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TELLERS*FOR THE AYES—Sir 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 


Harrington, Timothy 
Hart-Davies, T. 

Harwood, George 

Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hazleton, Richard 

Healy, Timothy Michael 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson, J. M (Aberdeen, W. ) 
Henry, Charles S. 

Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hogan, Michael 

Holden, E. Hopkinson 
Hooper, A. G. 

Horniman, Emslie John 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hutton, Alfred Eddison 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 

Jackson, R. S. 

Jacoby, James Alfred 

Jones, David Brynmor(Swansea 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett, F. W. 

Joyce, Michael 

Kearley, Hudson E. 

Kekewich, Sir George 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 
Kincaid-Smith, Captain 
King,Alfred John( Knutsford) 
Kitson, Sir James 

Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Layland- Barratt, Francis 

Lea, Hugh Cecil (St. Pancras, E. 
Leese, Sir JosephF. (Accrington 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, A. Levy (Essex, Harwich) 
Lever, W. H. (Cheshire, Wirral) 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
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Macdonald,J.M.(Falkirk B’ghs 
Markarness, Frederic C. 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down,S. 
MacVeigh,Charles(Donegal, E.) 
M‘Crae, George 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 

M‘Killop, W. 

M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major C. 
Maddison, Frederick 

Mallet, Charles E. 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Mansfield, H. Rendall (Lincoln) 
Marks,G Croydon(Launceston) 
Marnbam, F. J. 

Massie, J. 

Meagher, Michael 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Moltenc, Percy Alport 

Mond, A. 

Montagu, E. S 

Montgomery,'H. H. 

Mooney,J. J. 

Morgan,J Lloyd (Carmarthen)} 
Morrell, Philip 

Morton, a 
Murnaghan, George 

Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. B. 

Nicholls, George 

Nicholson, CharlesN,(Doncast’r 
Nolan, Joseph 

Norman, Henry 

Nussey, Thomas Willans 
Nuttall, Harry 

O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor,James(Wicklow, W. ) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpo ol) 
O'Doherty, Philip 

O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
O’Grady, J: 

O'Hare, Patrick 

O'Malley, William 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 


Mr. SOARES 
Question, 





claimed, 
‘That the words of the Bill! 


{COMMONS} 


Paul, Herbert 

Paulton, James Mellor 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs, Leek) 
Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Philipps,J Wynford(Pembroke 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Po wer, Patrick Joseph 

Price.C E.(Edinburgh,Centra!) 
Price, Robert John(Norfolk,E.) 
Rainy, A. Holland 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E.( Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Rees, J. D 

Renton, Major Leslie 
Richards,T. F.(Wolverh’mpt’n 
Rickett, J. Compton 

Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Robertson, SirG.Scott(Bradf’rd 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, 8. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Roe, Sir Thcmas 

Rogers, F. E. Newman 

Rese, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Russell, T. W. 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentfcrd) 
Samuel, Herbert L.(Cleveland) 
Samuel, 8. M. (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 

Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann, Chas E. (Manchester) 
Scott, 4.H.(Ashton under Lyne 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T.(HawickB. ) 
Shipman, Dr. Jchn G. 

Sileock, Thomas Ball 

Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 

Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smeaton, Donald Mac kenzie™* 
Smyth, Thomas F.(Leitrim,S.¥ 
Snowdon, P. 

Soames, Arthur Wellesley 


“That the 





Question put, 
‘That the words of the Bill to the end of 





Tenure Bill. 


Stanger, H. Y. 

Stanley, Hn. A. Lyulph (Chesh. 
Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Thomas, Abel (Carmarthen, F.} 
Thomas, Sir A. (Glamorgan,E. } 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Ure, Alexander 

Verney, F. W. 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 

Ward, John (Stoke upon Trent) 
Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason,JohnCathcart(Orkney) 
Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire} 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North} 
Whitehead, Rowland 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarth’n 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Wills, Arthur Walters 
Wilson, J. W. (Worcestersh. N. 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, 8.) 
Wood, T.FM‘Kinnon 
Woodhouse, SirJ.T.(Hudd’rsf'd. 
Young, Samuel 


1324 


TELLERS FOR THE NoEsS— Mr. 
Soares and Mr. Winfrey. 


“That the Question, 


to the end of Clause 1 ox part of ithe | | Clause 1 stand part of the Bill’ be now 


Bill’ be now put.” ust 


The House divided:—Ayes, 296 ; Noes, 80. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Adkins, W. Rylar.d 

Alden, Percy 

Allen, A. Acland (€ hristchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Streud) 
Astbury, John Meir 





| put.” 


AYES. 

eg Sir John (Fortsmcuth) 

Baker,Joseph A.(Finsbury, E.) 
Balfcur, RcLeit (Lanark) 
Baring, Gcdfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barker, John 
Barlow,JchnEmmott(Scmerset | 
Barlow, Percy (Bedfcrd) 
Barnard, E. B. 


(Division List No. 175.) 


Barran, Rowland Hirst 
Barry, E. (Ccrk, 8.) 

| Beale, W. P. 

| Beauchamp, E. 


| Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham } 


Beck, A. Cecil 


Bellairs, Carlycn 
| Belloc, Hilaire Jcseph Peter B 
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Benn,W. (T’w’rHamlets,S Geo. 
Bennett, E. N. 

Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Billson, Alfred 

Black, Arthur W. (Bedfordshire 
Blake, Edward 

Boland, John 

Bolton,T. D. (Derbyshire, N.E.) 
Brace, William 

Branch, James 

Bright, J. A. 

Brunner, J. F.L. (Lanes., Leigh) 
Brunner, Sir John T. (Cheshire) 
Bryce, J. A. (Inverness Burghs) 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Buckmaster, Stanley O. 

Burke, E. Haviland. 

Burnyeat, J. D. W. 

Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 

Byles, William Pollard 

Cairns, Thomas 

Cameron, Robert 
Causton, Rt.H1. Richard Knight 
Cawley, Frederick 

Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Clarke, C. Goddard 

Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, W. 

Coats,Sir T.Glen. (Renfrew, W.) 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 





Cooper, G. J. 
Corbett,C.H.(Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 
Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, M. Vaughan-(Cardigan | 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, S.) | 
Delany, William 
Devlin,CharlesRamsay(Galway 
Dickinson, W.H.(St. Pancras, N 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dillon, John 

Dodd, W. H. 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Donelan, Captain A. 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, 1C.4( Barrow-in- Furness 
Duncan, " "H. (York, Otley) 
Dunn, A Edward (Camborne) 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Erskine, David C. 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Farrell, James Patrick 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ferguson, R. C. Munro 
Ffrench, Peter 

Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 


| Kekewich, Sir George 
| Kennedy, Vincent Paul 


| Kincaid-Smith, Captain 





Gibb, James (Harrow) 
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Gill, A. H. 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
rulland, John W. 
Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Halpin, J. 
Hammond, John 
Harmsworth,Cecil B. (Worc’r ) | 
Harrington, Timothy 
Harwood, George 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Hiworth, Arthur A. 
Hayden, John Patrick 
Hazel, Dr. A. E. 
Hazleton, Richard 
Healy, Timothy Michael 
Hedges, A. Paget 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson, J.M.(Aberdeen,W.) | 
Henry, Charles S. 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wy combe) | | 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hobart, Sir Robert 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hogan, Michael 
Holden, E. Hopkinson 
Hooper, A. G. 
Horniman, Emslie John 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hutton, Alfred Eddison 
Hyde, Clarendon 
Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 
Jackson, R. S. 
Jones, David Brynmor(Swansea | 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 
Jones, William (Carnarvonshire | 
Joyce, Michael 
Kearley, Hudson E. 


Kilbride, Denis 


King, Alfred John (Knutsford) | 
Kitson, Sir James 

Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lamont, Norman 

Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Layland- Barratt, Francis 

Lea, Hugh Cecil (St. Pancras,E. | 
Leese,Sir Joseph F. (Accrington | 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, A. Levy( Essex, Harwich) | 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Louzh, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J.M.(FalkirkB’ghs 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 

Mac Veagh, Jeremiah (Down,S. 
MacVeigh, Chas. (Donegal, E.) 
M‘Crae, George 

M‘Killop, W. 

M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major G. 





Maddison, Frederick 


Tenure Bill. 


| Mallet, Charles E. 
Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
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| Mansfield, H. Rendall (Lincoln 
| Marks, G.Croydon(Launceston ) 


Marnham, F. J. 
Massie, J. 

Meagher, Michael 
Menzies, Walter 
Micklem, Nathaniel 
Molteno, Perey Alport 


Mond, A. 


Montagu, E. S. 


| Montgomery, H. H. 


Mooney, J. J. 

Morrell, Philip 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

| Myer, Horatio 

| Napier, T. B. 

Nicholls, George 

Nicholson, Chas. N. (Doneast’r) 
Nolan, Joseph 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nuttall, Harry 

O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 


| O’Brien, William (Cork) 


O'Connor, James (Wicklow, W.) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 

O’ Doherty, Philip 

O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
O'Grady, J. 

O'Hare, Patrick 

O'Malley, William 
O'Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Philipps,Col.Tvor(S’thampton} 
Philipps,J. Wynford (Pembroke 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Power, Patrick Joseph 


| Price, C.E.(Edinburgh, Central 


Price, Robert John (Norfolk, E.) 
Rainy, A. Holland 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Reddy,™. 


Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 


| Redmond, William (Clare) 


Rees, J. D. 

Renton, Major Lestie 
Richards,T. F.(Wolverh’mpt’n) 
Rickett, J. Compton 

Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Robertson, SirG.Scott( Bradf’rd 
Roberston, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, S. 

Robson, Sir William'Snowdon 
Roche John (Galway, East) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rogers, F. E. Newman 

Ros2, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Russsl!, T. We 

Rutherford, V. H. (Br § tford) 





Land 


Samuel, HerbertL.(Cleveland 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 

Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann,Chas. E.(Manchester) 
Scott, A.H.(Ashton under Lyne 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick, B. 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Silcock, Thomas Ball 

Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 

Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thos. E. (Leitrim, S.) 
Snowdon, P. 

Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Stanger, H. Y. 

Stanley, Hn. A. Lyulph (Chesh. 
Steadman, W. C. 


Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt.Hn. SirH. 
Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt.Hn.A.J.(City Lond. 
Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Beach, Hn. MichaelHugh Hicks 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 

Boyle, Sir Edward 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E. 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Cross, Alexander 

Dalrymple, Viscount 
Dixon-Hartland, SirFredDixon 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fell, Arthur 


Question put accordingly, “ That the 
words of the Bill down to the end of 
Clause 1 stand part of the Bill.” 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Adkins, W. Ryland 

Alden, Percy 

Allen, A. Acland(Christchurch) 
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Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B. 8S. (Mile End) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor , Theodore C. (Radcliffe 
Thomas, Abel (Carmarthen, E.) 
Thomas, Sir A. (Glamorgan, E.) 
Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Ure. Alexander 

Verney, F. W. 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Walters, John Tudor 
Ward,John (StokeuponTrent) 
Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 


NOES. 


Fletcher, J. S. 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Haddock, George R. 

Hardy, Laurence( Kent, Ashford 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Helmsley, Viscount 

Hervey, F. W.F.(Bury S.Edm/’ds 
Hill, Sir Clement(Shrewsbury) 
Hil:, Henry Staveley (Staff’sh.) 
Hills, J. W. 

Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt.Hn.Col. W 
Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm 
Lane-Fox, G. R 

Liddell, Henry 
Lockwood,Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col. A.R 
Long, Col: Chas. W. (Evesham) 
Long, Rt. Hn. Walter (Dublin,S 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Marks, H. H. (Kent) 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 
Morpeth, Viscount 
NicholsonWm. G. (Petersfield 
Nield, Herbert 





AYES. 


Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Astbury, John Meir 
Atherley-Jones, L. 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker, Joseph A.(Finsbury,\E.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
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Wason, John Cathcart (Orkney 
Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) j 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whitehead, Rowland 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarth’n 
Wills, Arthur Walters 

Wilson, Hn. C. H. W. (Hull, W.) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, S.) 
Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 
Woodhouse,SirJ. T. (Hud’drsf’d 
Young, Samuel 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr 








Soares and Mr. Winfrey. 


| Nussey, Thomas Willans 

| Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlington 
Percy, Earl 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Rothschild, Hon. Lionel Walte: 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Smith, AbelH. (Hertford, East) 
Starkey, John R. 
Stone, Sir Benjamin 
Talbot, Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxf'dUniv. 
Tennant, SirEdward(Salisbury 

| Thomson, W. Mitchell-(Lanark} 
Thornton, Percy M. 
Turnour, Viscount 

| Walker, ColW.H.(Lancashire) 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson, A.Stanley (York, E. R.) 
Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Wortley, Rt. Hn. C. B. Stuart- 
Wyndham, Rt.Hn. George 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE Noxs—Sir 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
| Viscount Valentia. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 290; Noes, 
74. (Division List No. 176.) 


Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barker, John 
Barlow,JohnEmmott(Somerset 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Barran, Rowland. Hirst 
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Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 
Beale, W. P. 
Beauchamp, E. 
Beck, A. Cecil 
Bellairs, Carlyon 
Belloc, Hilarie Joseph Peter R. | 
Benn, W.(T’w rHamlets, S.Geo. 
Bennett, E. N. 

Bethell, T. R. (Essex Maldon) 
Billson, Alfred 

Black, Arthur W.( Bedfordshire) | 
Blake, Edward 

Boland, John 

Bolton, T. D. (Derbyshire, N.E. 
Brace, William 

Branch, James 

Bright, J. A. 

Brunner, J.F.L. (Lanes., Leigh) | 
Brunner, SirJohnT. (Cheshire) 
Bryce, J. A.(InvernessBurghs) | 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Buckmaster, Stanley O. 

Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Burnyeat, J. D. W. 

Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 

Byles, William Pollard 

Cairns, Thomas 

Cameron, Robert 

Causton, Rt. Hn. RichardKnight 
Cawley, Frederick 

Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Clarke, C. Goddard 

Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, W. 

Coats, Sir T. Glen (Renfrew, W. 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Cooper, G. J. 
Corbett,C.H.(Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 

Cross, Alexander 

Dalziel, James Henry 
Davies,M. Vaughan- (Cardigan 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, S.) | | 
Delany, William 

Devlin, Chas. Ramsay (Galway | | 
Dickinson, W.H.(St.Pancras,N. | 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dillon, John 

Dodd, W. H. 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Donelan, Captain A. 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness 
Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Erskine, David C. 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Farrell, James Patrick 
Ferguson, R.’C. Munro 
Ffrench, Peter 














| Fullerton, Hugh 


; Hazleton, Richard 


| M‘Killop, W. 
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Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fuller, John Michael F. 


Gibb, James (Harrow) 
Ginnell, L. 

Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 


| Gulland, John W. 


Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 


| Halpin, J 
| Hammond, John 


| Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 


| Harrington, Timothy 


Harwood, George 

| Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

| Hayden, John Patrick 
Hazel, Dr. A. E. 


Healy, Timothy Michael 
Hedges, A. Paget 

Henderson, Arthur (Durham): | 
Henderson, J. M.(Aberdeen, W. )| | 
Henry, Charles S. 

Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hogan, Michael 

Holden, E. Hopkinson 
Hooper, A. G. 

Horniman, Emslie John 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hutton, Alfred Eddison 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 

Jackson, R. 8. 

Jones, David Brynmor(Swansea 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

| Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
| Joyce, Michael 

Kearley, Hudson E. 

Kekewich, Sir George 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 
Kincaid-Smith, Captain 


King, Alfred John (Knutsford) | 


Kitson, Sir James 


| Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 


Lamont, Norman 

| Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Layland-Barratt, Francis 

Lea, Hugh Cecil(St. Pancras, E. ) 
Leese, SirJosephF.(Accrington 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, A. Levy(Essex, Harwich) 
Lewis, Herbert John 

Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald,J.M.(Falkirk B’ghs) 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down, S. 
MacVeigh, Chas. (Donegal, E.) 
M‘Crae, George 
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| M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 


M‘Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 


| Mallet, Charles E. 
| Mansfield, H. Rendall (Lincoln 
| Marks, G.Croydon(Launceston) 


Marnham, F. J. 


| Massie, J. 
| Meagher, Michael 


Menzies, Walter 
Micklem, Nathaniel 
Molteno, Percy Alport 
Mond, A. 

Montagu, E. 8. 
Montgomery, H. H. 


| Mooney, J. J. 


Morrell, Philip 
Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 


| Murphy, John 


Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. B. 

Nicholls, George 

Nicholson, Chas. N, (Doncast’r} 
Nolan, Joseph 

| Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 


| Nuttall, Harry 
| O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 


O’Brien, William (Cork) 
O’Connor,James (Wicklow, W. } 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 


| O'Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 


O'Doherty, Philip 
O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 


| O'Grady, J. 


O'Hare, Patrick 

O'Malley, William 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Philipps, Col. Ivor (S’thampton) 
Philipps,J.Wynford(Pembroke 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C.E.(Edinburgh,Central} 
Price, Robert John(Norfolk,E. ) 
Rainy, A. Holland 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Rees, J. D 

Renton, Major Leslie 
Richards, T. F. (Wolverh’mpt’n 
Rickett, J, Compton 

Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Robertson,SirG.Scott(Bradf’rd 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, 8. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rogers, F. E. Newman 


| Rose, Charles Day 
| Rowlands, J. 
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Russell, T. W. 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
‘Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 

Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann, Chas. E.(Manchester) 
Scott,A.H.(Ashton under Lyne 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick, B. 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Silcock, Thomas Ball 

Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 

Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thomas F. (Leitrim, S.) 
Snowdon, P. 

Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Stanger, H. Y. 


Adjournment 


Acland-Hood,RtHn.SirAlex.F. 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt.Hn.Sir H. 
Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt.Hn.A.J.(CityLond. 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 

Boyle, Sir Edward 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 
‘Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Dalrymple, Viscount 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFredDixon 
Faber, George Denison (York) 


And, it being after Five of the clock, 
further consideration of the Bill, as 


amended, stood adjourned. 


Bill, as amended (by the Standing 
Committee), to be further considered upon 


‘Wednesday next. 
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Stanley, Hn. A. Lyulph (Chesh. ) 
Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Straus, B. 8S. (Mile End) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe 
Thomas, Abel (Carmarthen, E.) 
Thomas, Sir A. (Glamorgan, E.) 
Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, A. M. 

Ure, Alexander 

Verney, F. W. 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Walters, John Tudor 

Ward, John(Stoke upon Trent) 
Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 


NOES. 


Fell, Arthur 

Fletcher, J. S. 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Haddock, George R. 

Hardy, Laurence(Kent, Ashford 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Helmsley, Viscount 

Hervey, F.W.F.(BuryS. Edm’ds 
Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury)} 
Hills, J. W. 

Hornby, Sir Willian Henry 
Houston, Robert Paterson} 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt.Hon.Col. W. 
Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm. 
Lane-Fox, G. R. 

Liddell, Henry 
Lockwood,Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col. A.R. 
Long, Rt.Hn. Walter(Dublin,S. 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Marks, H. H. (Kent) 

Mason, James F. (Winsdor) 
Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 
Nicholson, Wm. G. (Petersfield 
Nield, Herbert 
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Wason, JohnCathcart(Orkney) 
Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, J. D. (Dum bartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, E. R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whitehead, Rowland 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, Llewellyn(Carm’th’n 
Wills, Arthur Walters 

Wilson, Hon.C.H.W. (Hull, W.) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, S.) 
Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 
Woodhouse, SirJ.T.(Huddersf’d 
Young, Samuel 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Soares and Mr. Winfrey. 


Pease, HerbertPike(Darlington 
Percy, Earl 

Remnant, James Farquharson 
Rothschild, Hon. Lionel Walter 
Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Starkey, John R. 

Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Talbot, Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxf'dUniy. 
Tennant, SirEdward(Salisbury) 
Thomson, W. Mitchell-( Lanark) 
Thornton, Percy M. 

Turnour, Viscount 

Valentia, Viscount 

Walker, Col. W.H.(Lancashire) 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Willoughby, de Eresby Lord. 
Wilson, Stanley A.( York, E.R.) 
Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart- 
Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE NOES—Mr. 
Hicks Beach and Viscount 
Morpeth. 


Whereupon Mr. SPEAKER, in pursuance 
of Standing Order No. 3, adjourned the 
House without Question put. 


Adjourned at twenty-one minutes 


after Five o’clock till Monday 
next. 
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: tothe Bill was withdrawn. 
‘made on the 15th of June and Monday 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, 2nd July, 1906. 


LORD GRAVES (CLAIM TO VOTE). 

Committee for Privileges met. Counsel 
heard to open the case on behalf of the 
claimant. Witnesses examined. The 
Attorney-General and the Attorney- 
General for Ireland appearing on behalf 
of the Crown; the Attorney-General for 
Ireland heard. Claim considered. Then 
it was resolved that the Petitioner Henry 


Cyril Perey Graves, Lord Graves, Baron | 


of Gravesend in the Peerage of Ireland, 
hath made out his claim to vote at the 
elections of Representative Peers for 
Ireland ; the report thereof to be made 


‘to the House. 


LOKD GRAVES (CLAIM TO VOTE.) 

The evidence taken before the Com- 
mittee for Privileges to be printed. 
(No. 148.) 

EARLDOM OF NORFOLK. 

Committee for Privileges met. Coun- 
sel heard to open the case on behalf of 
the claimant Lord Mowbray. Committee 
adjourned to Thursday next. 


Several Lords took the Oath. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


London County Council (Tramways 
and Improvements) Bill. Witnesses 
ordered to attend the Select Committee. 


Dublin, Wicklow and Wexford Rail- 
way bill. The Chairman of Committes 
informed the House that the opposition 
The orders 


last discharged, and Bill committed for 
To-morrow. 

Local Government Provisional Orders 
(Gas) Bill. The Chairman of Committees 


{2 Juty 1906} 
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Committee, with Amendments, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House To-morrow. 





| Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire 
| Electric Power Bill. Moved, That the 
/ order made on the 26th day of March 
| last, “ That no Private Bill brought from 
' the House of Commons shall be read a 
‘second time after the 19th day of June 
next,” be dispensed with, and that the 


Bill be now read 2*; agreed to. Bill 
read accordingly, and committed. 
Great Yarmouth Waterworks and 


Lowestoft Water and Gas Bill [H.1.}. 
Read 3*, and passed, and sent to the 
Commons. 


Metropolitan Railway Bill. Read 3°, 
with the Amendments, and passed, and 
returned to the Commons. 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Order 


(No. 3.) Bill) Brought from the 
Commons. 
Great Northern Railway Bill. Brough: 


from the Commons, read 1*; and referred 
to the Examiners. 


Cambrian Railways Bill [H.1.}. Returned 
from the Commons agreed to, with 
Amendments. The said Amendment: 

| considered, and agreed to. 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
(No. 1.) Bill; Pier and Harbour Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 2.) Bill. House in 
Committee (according to order); Bills 
reported without Amendment. Standing 
Committee negatived ; and Bills to be 
read 3° To-morrow. 


Sea Fisheries Provisional Order Bill. 
| Read 3* (according to order), and passed. 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Order 
(No. 3.) sill. Brought from the 
Commons and read 1*; to be printed ; 
and referred to the Examiners. (No. 149.) 


informed the House that the Opposition | 


to the Bill was withdrawn. 
made on the 21st of June and Monday 


last discharged, and Bill committed to a | 


Committee of the Whole House. 


Tramways Orders Confirmation Bill 
(H.L]. Reported from the Select 


VOL. CLIX. [FourrH SERIEs.] 


The orders | 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC, 
BOARD OF EDUCATION. 
Regulations for the training of teachers 
and for the examination of students in 
training colleges. 


2Z 








LeeD Tne C alonic s and 
TRADE REPORTS : ANNUAL SERIES. | 

No. 3658. Roumania (Constantza). 

No. 3659. United States (New 
Orleans). 

No. 3660, Corea. 

No. 3661. China (Tientsin). 


OSBORNE. 
Report by the House Governour and 
Medical Superintendent, for the year 
ended 3lst March 1906. 


COMMERCIAL No. 5 (1906). 
International Sugar Commission, 
Spring Session, 1906. Report of Proceed- 
ings (in continuation of ‘“ Commercial 


No. 3. (1906) ") 


JUDICIAL STATISTICS (IRELAND) 1995. 
Part II. Civil Statistics. 
Presented (by command), and ordered 
to lie on the Table. 


POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANKS. 

Accounts of all deposits received and 
paid during the year ended 31st 
December 1905; together with a state- 
ment showing the aggregate amount of 
the liabilities of the (Government to 
depositors in the Post Office Savings 
Banks on 3lst December 1905, and the 
nature and amount of the securities held 
by the Commissioners for the Reduction 
of the National Debt to meet those 
liabilities at that date. 


SUPERANNUATILON, 
Treasury Minute,dated 28th June,1906, 
declaring that Edward Wallace, boy, 
Royal Small Arms Factory, Enfield, War 
Office, was appointed without a Civil 
Service certificate through inadvertence 
on the part of the head of his department. 


Laid before the House (pursuant to 
Act), and ordered to lie on the Table. 


BILLS OF EXCHANGE BILL (1.1.] 

Lorp AVEBURY: My Lords, I ask 
permission to say a word or two which 
may be for the convenience of the House. 
The Bills of Exchange Bill stands for 
second Reading to-morrow, but the noble 
and learned Lord on the Woolsack, whose 
‘ime has been so very much occupied 
lately, has asked me to postpone it for 


‘LORDS} 


this year, and has kindly promised that | 
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he will look into it before next session, 
I know what great pressure he has had 
upon him, and I felt I could not but 
assent to the request. I ask leave, there- 
fore, to withdraw the Bill. 


Order for resuming the debate, on the 
motion for the Second Reading To- 
morrow, discharged ; and Bill, by leave 
of the House, withdrawn. 


THE COLONIES AND THE MERCHANT 
SERVICE. 

Lorp MUSKERRY rose to ask His 
Majesty’s Government whether, according 
to the laws of New Zealand, the captains 
and otticers of merchant vessels registered 
in that colony must be British subjects ; 
whether it is a fact that the Government 
of Canada have introduced a Bill into the 
Canadian Parliament with the object of 
limiting the issue of master’s and mate's 
certificates to Canadians ; and whether 
His Majesty’s Government will urge upon 
the Canadian authorities the desirability 
of all British subjects being permitted to 
present themselves for examination for 
certificates of the kind in the Dominion 
of Canada. 


The noble Lord said: My Lords, as 
your Lordships will see by the Question 
standing in my name on the Paper, the 
New Zealand Government have very 
wisely and patriotically adopted the 
measure which I have been pressing on 
your Lordships for the past few vears, 
and which I hope the present Government 
will adopt later on in the session. But 
the Government of Canada have gone a 
little beyond that, and in place of confin- 
ing the granting of certificates to British 
subjects they have confined it to Canadian 
subjects only. As the Royal Navy is an 
{mperial force, so also, I think, ought the 
merchant service to be so regarded. I 
hope that His Majesty’s Government will 
seo their way to make representations to 
the Government of Canada as to the 
desirability of all British subjects being 
permitted to present themselves for 
examination. 


Tue Ears or GRANARD: My Lords, 
in answer to the first part of the Question, 
I have to say that my noble friend is 
correct in stating that the law of New 
Zealand limits the issue of captains’ and 
officers’ certificates to British subjects 
alone. With regard to the second part 
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of the Question, the Colonial Office at 
present have no knowledge of the Bill to 
which the noble Lord refers. It has not 
been received in this country, and, there- 
fore, His Majesty's Government can offer 
no opinion on the merits of the Bill. 


RAFTS IN THE PACIFIC. 


Lorp MUSKERRY rose to ask His 
Majesty's Government whether their 
attention had been drawn to the report 
of the steamer “ Nebraskan,” that when 
steaming in the North Pacific, she encoun- 
tered a vast field of drifting logs, forming 
a dangerous impediment to navigation ; 
and, whether, having regard to the serious 
dangers likely to arise through the 
practice of towing gigantic rafts across 
the waters of the North Pacific, His 
Majesty’s Government could see their 
way clear to place themselves in commu- 
nication with the proper authorities with 
a view to these dangers being avoided in 
the future. 

The noble Lord said: My Lords, this 
Question has reference to the practice of 
towing gigantic rafts across the waters of 
the North Pacific. Drifting rafts form as 
dangerous an impediment to navigation as 
icebergs or rocks, and I think it is not 
unreasonable to ask His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment, having regard to the serious 
dangers likely to arise from this practice, 
to place themselves in communication 
with the proper authorities, with a view 
to some regulation being adopted to mini- 
mise the danger. 


THe Earn or GRANARD: My 
Lords, no report has yet been received 
by the Board of Trade with regard to 
the steamship ‘“ Nebraskan,” but there 
can be no doubt that the towing of logs 
across the North Pacific does constitute a 
very great danger to shipping. The 
United States Government have had the 
matter under their consideration on 
several occasions. In 1900 they brought 
forward a Bill in Congress to limit the 


towing of these rafts across the Pacific, 


but the Bill did not get through. I can 
assure my noble friend that the matter 
is having the attention of the Board of 
Trade, and as soon as the report is 
received with regard to the special case 
of the steamship “ Nebraskan” we will 
forward the report to the United States 
(rovernment. 
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*Lorp NEWTON rose to call attention 

to the proposed increase in the Turkish 

Customs duties and to move for Papers. 

The noble Lord said: My Lords, the 

question of an increase in the Turkish 

Customs duties is a matter which has 

been under discussion for some time, and 

it arises solely from political reasons. 

The Turkish Customs tariff was fixed by 

Treaty at 8 per cent., and it is calculated, 

I believe, by our Foreign Office that the 

proposed increase will result in a gain to 

the Turkish Government of £750,000 
ayear. Of this 25 per cent. goes to the 

bondholders under the decree of 1903, 

leaving the sum available to the Turkish 

Government at about £560,000; that is 

to say, if it is collected under the present 

methods—methods under which what 
may be euphemistically called leakages 


to a considerable extent continually 
occur. But if, on the other hand, 
as I have heard it rumoured, the 


collection is undertaken by the Adminis- 
tration of the Public Debt, which, 
of course, is under European control, the 
vield will in all probability be consider- 
ably higher. 


It has been further calculated by the 
Foreign Office, I understand, that no less 
than 60 per cent. of the increased duties 
will fall upon British trade. As I need 
hardly point out, the inhabitants of 
Turkey are extremely poor; the English 
goods which are sold in Turkey are of a 
somewhat superior description, as a rule, 
to those sent by foreign countries, and, 
therefore it is to be feared that the sale 
of British goods may considerably 
diminish, In return for this increased 
charge we are promised certain somewhat 
shadowy advantages in connection with 
mining laws in Turkey, and improvements 
in the Custom Houses and matters of 
that kind. I believe I am correct in 
stating that there are extremely few 
British subjects who are interested in 
mining in Turkey, and as for the promised 
reform in the Custom Houses and so forth, 
those are promises which have been very 
frequently made before. I would like to 
point out that the increase is proposed 
not for the benefit of international trade, 
but for political reasons, namely, as a 
means of meeting the deficit in the 


Macedonian Budget, a deficit which 


| roughly corresponds to the increased sum 


222 
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which it is thought will be available if the 
proposed increase takes place. 


I have so frequently brought the sub- 
ject of Macedonia before this House that 
I really shrink from even uttering that 
ill-omened name, but Iam afraid I must 
once more allude shortly to that question. 
Briefly stated, the position is as follows. 
At the present moment Europe, repre- 
sented by the great Powers, is endeavour- 
ing to carry out a scheme of so-called 
reforms. These so-called reforms naturally 
cost money, and the Turkish Government 
represents that the increased expenditure 
can only be met by increasing the 
Customs tariff. At present, as I have 
already stated, the annual deficit on the 
Macedonian Budget amounts, roughly, to 
£600,000 a year. This deficit is clearly 
and obviously caused by the fact that the 
Turks are obliged to maintain a very 
large force in those provinces. If these 
reforms had really come into operation, if 





they really existed, and if there had been | 
reforms is little better than a vast inter 


any practical and tangible improvement 
in the situation in Macedonia — since 
Europe took the task in hand, then I 
admit at once that there would be very 
little te be said against devoting this 


increased sum to this particular purpose, , 


But so far as I am aware, nobody who 
really knows the facts of the situation, 
nobody who is really acquainted with 
Macedonia and does not get his knowledge 
at second hand, believes for one single 
moment that internationally controlled 


{LORDS} 


finance is going to settle what is called | 


the Macedonian question. 


Everybody must realise by this time, 
except Count Goluchowski and a few firm 
optimists of that character, that the real 
cause of the present distracted condition 
of the country is not only the misgovern- 
ment of the Turks, bad enough as that 
may be, but the rival ambitions and 
mutual hatred of the Christian races 
inhabiting those provinces, and the 
designs of neighbouring States. These 
difficulties will never be settled by 
international finance. The Turks and 
everybody else acquainted with the 
situation know very well that financial 
reform will do little else than postpone 
the final smash. I am under the impres- 
sion that the Turkish Government, or per- 
haps it would be more correct to say the 
Sultan, does not believe in the very least 
in the disinterestedness of Europe. 


observes that Europe pays no attention, 
Lord Newton. 


He | 


/at the present moment. 
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for instance, to what is going on in Russia 


Customs Duties. 


He observes 
that no serious effort has ever been made 
to restrain the neighbouring States from 
waging a kind of unofficial war on Turkey. 
Only this afternoon | received intelligence 
that a large band has just gone out from 
Greece for Macedonia under the leader- 
ship of two half-pay officers in the Greek 
Army. 

I am under the impression that the 
Sultan and the Turkish Government are 
firmly convinced in their own minds that 
no force is likely to be employed against 
them unless the interests of one of the 
great Powers is involved ; this belief is 
probably shared by all the Mussulman 
subjects of the Sultan, and for that 
reason he will have the support of his 
Mussulman subjects in opposition to any 
reforms which may be put forward from 
outside. I have before expressed the 
opinion—it may be an exaggerated 
opinion—that the so-called scheme of 


national sham ; but I have never flattered 
myself that my words have produced the 
slightest impression upon this assembly 
or elsewhere. But what I do tind is 
corrobation from other sources. For 
instance, I received a letter only a few 
days ago, from an exceptionally well- 
informed gentleman who resides in 
Macedonia, to this effect — 

“Things are not going on well. There is 
going to be a suspension of payment. to- 
morrow. General de Giorgis can get nothing 
done. I do not think we shall have any 
general rising this year, but as things are 
voing on it is inevitable later on, and I cannot 
but think that the sooner it comes the better 
it will be for all parties. At present, people 
are being killed uselessly at the rate of 250a 
month, and a good honest war would be far 
less demoralising.’ 


Such is the state of these provinces, which 
for some years have enjoyed the benefit 
of the Mursteg programme. ‘These some- 
what pessimistic views are corroborated 
by correspondents who have written in 
the Press and the reviews, and | may 
claim that at all events [ am not a 
solitary pessimist with regard to this 
particular question. 


In face of these opinions, I might say 
of these facts, I would ask whether it is 
of much use agreeing under the circum- 
stances to the proposed increase. It 
seems to me clear that, however much 
you may tie up these funds on paper, the 
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money must eventually go to the support 
of the large military force which is now 
established in that country and is eating 
up the revenues. It is all very well to 
inveigh against the criminality of helping 
the Turks to maintain large armies for the 
purpose of over-aweing the population, 
but this large military force is part and 
parcel of the whole thing. These men 
are maintained there because the Turks 
intend to keep that country as long as 
they can, and they do not intend to be 
taken unawares. For my part, I do not 
seo how it will be possible, as has been 
proposed, that the military expenditure 
should be separated from the other form 
of expenditure. It is clearly a part of 
the general expenditure, and I expect 
to hear the noble Lord admit that 
fact. I confess it seems to me that if 
money is going to be found for what is 
really a humanitarian and political pur- 
pose, it is preferable that the Powers con- 
cerned shonld themselves guarantee a 
loan ; and if they really believe in the 
efficacy of their own reforms there surely 
cannot be much risk about it. 


But there is another aspect of the 
question to which I should like to draw 
attention. It is perfectly plain that if 
this large additional sum is secured it 
will free an equivalent amount, and I 
confess it appears to me that as the 
proposed increase will largely fall upon 
nurselves, we have a right to ascertain 
that such sums as are liberated will not be 
used in any way prejudicial to British 
interests. My noble friend who will 
reply for the Foreign Office will probably 
tell me that Turkish Imperial expenditure 
is no concern of ours, a view from which 
1 am prepared to dissent. He will 
probably also state that the increase will 
only be allowed for a limited _ period. 
This may be so, but it appears to me an 
absolutely illusory safeguard. The Turks, 
having once tasted the joy of an 11 per 
cent. instead of an 8 per cent. Customs 
tariff, will not be likely to relinquish 
it except under very great pressure, and, 
in view of the chronic financial embarrass- 
ment of that country, I think that once 
you have agreed to the increase it will be 
found impossible in practice to revert to 
the old scale. 


By a somewhat singular coincidence, 
Whenever an increase in the Turkish 
Customs tariff is mooted, the question of 
the Baghdad Railway again comes up. 
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In 1903, when the question of the 
Baghdad Railway was before the world, 
it coincided with the proposed _ in- 
crease in the Turkish Customs tariff, 
and we observe the same _ pheno- 
menon now. It is an open secret 
that it is hoped in some quarters that 
the proposed increase in the Turkish 
Customs duties will facilitate the grant- 
ing of the kilometric guarantee for the 
Baghdad Railway. I do not wish to say 
too much upon the subject of that rail- 
way, but I may perhaps be permitted to 
remind the House that it is a purely 
German undertaking, and that when, in 
1903, negotiations were going on for 
the purpose of enabling us to participate 
in the making of that railway, the noble 
Marquess who was then Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs (the Marquess 
of Lansdowne) announced that it had 
become clear that the control over this 
line was to be almost entirely German, 
and not international in the proper sense 
of the word, and that we had abandoned 
any further idea of co-operation, And at 
the same time the noble Marquess made 
a still more important statement, warning 
other Powers from establishing military 
or naval ports in the Persian Gulf. 
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The Baghdad line has hitherto made 
very little progress. Only one section 
of 200 kilometres has been finished, and 
this section, as | know by experience, is 
one which was very easily made. But 
the line has now reached the foot of the 
Taurus, and it is quite obvious that very 
much more money will be required in 
order to continue it. It is plain that if 
the Turkish Government have more 
money at their command there will, at 
all events, be some chance of obtaining 
the kilometrie guarantee for the line. 
With regard to this railway enterprise, 
I admit that this country cannot adopt 
a purely obstructive attitude. The 
probability is that the line will be 
made sooner or later, but it is much more 
likely to be made sooner if the 
kilometric guarantee is forthcoming. I 
am not one of those persons who are 


always talking about the German 
danger, but [ think any one will 


admit that the prospect of a railway 
running from the Bosphorus in one 
direction to Baghdad, and in another 
direction to Mecca or Medina, one route 
entirely controlled by Germany, and the 
other partially controlled by Germany, is 
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a contingency which we cannot regard 
altogether with indifference. Therefore, 
what I wish to point out is that 
the time has come when we ought to 
decide upon our policy with regard to 
this matter, and endeavour to come to 
terms, not only with Germany, but with 
the Turkish Government. 


It is perfectly plain that as long as the 
Turkish Customs duties remain at their 
present rate, we are in a strong position. 
We have a good card in our hand; we 
have got something to bargain with ; but 
if we surrender without obtaining a 
proper equivalent we are, it seems to me, 
to a great extent weakening our bargain- 
ing power. I urge, therefore, that a 
favourable opportunity has now occurred 
for making a bargain with the Germans 
and the Turks with regard to this 
railway, before we finally assent to the 
increase in the Customs duties. I have 


endeavoured to show, very roughly and } 


very imperfectly, I am afraid, that 
there are at all events some objections 
to our assent being given, if it has not 
already been given. I have endeavoured 
to point out that the proposal to apply 
such funds to the meeting of 
Macedonian deficit is open to objection, 
on the principle that the increase will 
release sums which may possibly be 
employed for purposes not beneficial to 
British interests ; that the benefits to be 


obtained in return for our assent do not | 


appear to be of much importance ; and, 


lastly, that as the additional duties 
will affect our trade considerably more 
than that of any other country, 


commensurate concessions ought to be 
obtained on our part. My noble friend 
opposite may have a complete answer to 
such objections as I have made, and _per- 
haps he will show that the Government 
have fully considered the points I have 
enumerated, All I desire to say, in con- 
clusion, is that I draw attention to this 
matter not with any desire of embarrass- 
ing the Government or of making Party 
capital out of it, if Party capital is to be 
made, but with a view to eliciting a full 
and comprehensive statement from the 
noble Lord. 


*THE UNDER - SECRETARY or 
STATE For FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
(Lord Firzmaurice): My Lords, it 
sometimes happens that a Minister in 
charge of a Department, when he sees a 


Lord Newton. 
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the | 
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Notice upon the Paper in regard to what 
may be called current negotiations, is 
obliged, however unwillingly, to make an 
appeal to whoever has placed that Notice 
on the Paper to abstain from bringing it 
forward, on the ground that a debate 
would be inconvenient to the negotia- 
tions which were proceeding. But upon 
this occasion I made no such appeal to 
my noble friend, although well aware of 
the courtesy with which he always meets 
any appeal that is made to him in regard 
to foreign affairs, because this is one of 
those rare occasions when, so far as I am 
able to judge, a debate in this House, 
instead of being in any way injurious to 
the pending negotiations, may, on the 
contrary, be useful as tending to remove 
certain current misapprehensions, and to 
strengthen rather than weaken the 
position of His Majesty’s Government. 


Customs Duties, 


My noble friend has very accurately, 
in the rapid survey which he has made 
of a very large and many-sided question, 
pointed out that when you begin to dis- 
cuss an increase in the Turkish Customs 
duties, you immediately touch on the 
question of Macedonian reform on the one 
side, and on the even more delicate and 
difticult subject of the Baghdad railway 
on the other. That is why the subject 
excites an interest that would not attach 
to a question of dry finance. Broadly 
speaking, the question of the increase of 
the Turkish Customs duties has, ever 
since 1880, been mixed up with the 
subject of the revision of the commercial 
treaties with Turkey. But, owing to the 
delicate character of the questions in- 
volved, owing to the political complica- 
tions which have constantly arisen, and 
owing to the dilatory habits and methods 
of the Turkish Government, it has not 
been found possible to arrive at a general 
revision of the commercial treaties with 
Turkey, a matter which affects not only 
this country, but all the great European 
Powers. Therefore, when the last grave 
set of questions arose, to be dealt with 
by his Majesty’s late advisers in 
Macedonia, the question of the Turkish 
‘Customs and all the controversies that 
surround it stood exactly where they 

stood a considerable number of years ago, 

except that growing years had, if any- 
‘thing, aggravated the political situation, 
and that the Turkish Government was 
becoming more and more anxious to get 
‘ hold of increased revenue. 
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There was, therefore, no reason to be 
astonished that the trained diplomatists 
of the Ottoman Empire, when called upon 
to introduce reforms into Macedonia, 
took the opportunity of bringing to the 
notice of the Foreign Office how very 
desirable it would be to let them have 
a little more money. But the matter 
was not so simple; and the Blue-hooks 
show that, from the first occasion on 
which the Turkish Ambassador  ap- 
proached His Majesty's Foreign Secretary 
it was pointed out that, instead of a 
revision of commercial treaties, if a simple 
arrangement of an increase by 3 per 
cent. of the ad valorem duties which 
govern British trade with Turkey were 
granted, it would be necessary to attach 
strict conditions to any agreement on our 
part. Thus it was that the question of 
Macedonian reforin and that of the in- 
crease of the Turkish 3 per cent. Customs 
—though having a distinct history— 
became mixed up together. 


The close connection of the two ques- 
tions was the other day insisted on by the 
Austro-Hungarian Minister for Foreign 


Affairs in addressing the Hungarian 
Delegation. That passage in Count 


Goluchowski’s speech has not received 
the attention which it deserves. From 
the beginning the British Government 
have marched in line with the Austro- 
Hungarian Government. The passage 
in Count Goluchowski’s speech to which 
I refer was as follows— 

“Theimmediatecause of the naval demonstra- 
tion was the refusal of the Porte toconsent to 
the demand of the Powers for the appointment 
of an International Commission of Finance 
nominated for a limited period for the purpose 
of organising the financial administration and 
obtaining such guarantees as would ensure the 
revenue obtained by taxation being applied in 
the future to the requirements of the three 
vilayets. Especial justification for this 
demand was to be found in the fact that in the 
meantime Turkey had claimed to be allowed 
tomake a3 per cent. inerease in her import 
duties—a measure recognised by the Powers as 
an absolute necessity, if the so-called Mace- 
donian Budget were to be made to balance ; 
and that several Cabinets, and amongst them, 
above all, the English Cabinet, had made their 
acceptance of this increase in the Customs 
duties conditional primarily on the concession 
to them of a direct participation by their own 
representatives in the work of organising the 
produce of taxation in future.” 


After decided pressure by the naval 
demonstration, the moderate demands of 
the Powers, which included the appoint- 
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ment of the Commission, were agreed to, 
but they were not found to contain the full 
measure of reform which, with the unani- 
mous consent of the people of this country, 
the late Secretary of State had desired 
to incorporate. That was not owing to 
any weakness on the part of His 
Majesty’s Government, but owing to the 
impossibility of inducing other Powers to 
come into line. 


The unfortunate consequence of the 
Foreign Oftice’s finding itself obliged to 
moderate its demands is that at this 
moment the chapter of Macedonia reform 
is, for the time being —and I lay stress 
on that qualification —closed by the 
acceptance of the Commission. Because, 
as that Commission only began to operate 
in January, it would be impossible, what- 
ever the wishes of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment might be, for us to come forward 
and reopen all those questions which only 
a few months ago were, for the time 
heing, closed. Havingaccepted the reforms, 
for whatever they were worth, in Decem- 
her last, it is the duty of His Majesty’s 
Government to give those reforms some 
little time to operate. But, in regard to 
that part of Count Goluchowski’s speech 
which relates to the Turkish 3 per cent. 
Customs, we stand on different ground, 
The noble Marquess opposite pointed out 
most clearly and distinctly in the different 
Notes Which were addressed by him to 
the Turkish Ambassador and in the 
despatches which he wrote to our 
Ambassador at Constantinople, that upon 
grounds mainly commercial, but in some 
cases partly political, there were other 
conditions besides the Financial Commis- 
sion which must attach to the consent of 
this country to the increase of the 3 per 
cent. Customs. Those conditions in- 
cluded improvements in the Custom 
houses, the removal of those grievances, 
or as many of them as possible, under 
which trade suffers from the antiquated 
and obstructive method of levying duties 
at the Turkish ports, the peculiar hardship 
with which a certain interpretation of the 
meaning of existing duties falls upon some 
classes of English goods, and the removal 
of the antiquated provisions of the 
Turkish mining law, which so greatly 
hampers the investment of capital, especi- 
ally in Asiatic Turkey, which is beginning 
to have a new and growing importance 
for the world at large. These were the 
commercial conditions. 
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But there was another condition which, 
no doubt, grew out of, although it was 
not absolutely contained in, the agree- 
ment in regard to the Financial Commis- 
sion. There was the condition accepted by 
the Porte during these discussions, though 
not absolutely incorporated textually in 
the law of the Vilayet itself, that 
the money necessary to balance the 
vilayet Budget should be provided by 
the Turkish Government out of Imperial 
revenues, so that the local revenues of 
Macedonia might be used to defray local 
expenses and the heavy military expendi 
ture which the Turkish Government 
insisted on keeping up should not be 
thrown on the unfortunate inhabitants 
of the vilayets. These questions have 
not been lost sight of by His Majesty's 
Government. 


I have seen with some astonishment 
statements revently appearing from 
gentlemen ordinarily well informed in 
these matters, who have addressed com- 
munications to the Press, apparently under 
the belief, which they think to be well 
founded, that the whole of this question 
of the 3 per cent. Customs has been 
agreed upon, and that the Foreign Oftice 
has walked into some trap. I cannot 
agree with the noble Lord that the con- 
ditions in regard to the mining laws, the 
levying of duties, and the improvements 
in the Customs are small or unimportant 
inatters. Ihave enjoyed the advantage 
of discussing these questions with 
gentlemen of great knowledge and 
experience in Turkish finance and 
commerce, and they take a more 
favourable view of the matter than the 
noble Lord. I think, however, that, 
putting these questions aside, His 
Majesty’s Government would not have 
met with the approval of either House of 
Parliament if they had not been in a 
position to say, as we can, that we have 
adhered strictly and sternly to the policy 
of our predecessors in insisting that we 
shall have adequate guarantees that the 
money arising from the increase of the 3 
per cents., if ever collected, shall find its 
way into the Budget of the Macedonian 
vilayets, and shall not go to Con- 
stantinople to be played with and used 
for any purpose which the Government 
of the Porte way think desirable. 


The machinery which we have proposed 


to vali into play for the object I have. 


described is the machinery provided by 
Lord Fitzmaurice. 
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what is known asthe Commission of the 
Ottoman Debt. The Commission of the 
Ottoman Debt is a body whose existence is 
well known, and there is a convincing 
reason why the Government have decided 
to press on the Porte the adoption of the 
machinery of the Ottoman Debt Com 
mission rather than that of any other 
body. Dealing with the Porte in 
matters of this kind is a long and dilatory 
process, and if you can find some proposal 
which is more likely than another to he 
acceptable to the Porte, it is wise to 
adopt it. The advantage of suggesting 
the machinery of the Ottoman Debt 
Commission is that it is looked upon as an 
Ottoman service. A proposal to the 
Porte to work either in this matter or in 
any other through the Ottoman Debt Com- 
mission does not meet with the amount of 
resistance that might arise over a pro 
posal of a European commission appointed 
by foreign Governments. 
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Apart from this, however, the Ottoman 
Debt Commission has been a singularly 
honest and successful service. It is 
perhaps almost the only bright spot in 
Turkish finance. I might compare it— 
though the comparison is not a complete 
one—to the position of the European 
Customs in China. Just as the European 
Customs in China are the bright spot 
amid a chaos of utter confusion, so is. the 
work of the Ottoman Debt Commission 
in Turkey. That Commission is not a 
hody which merely takes a certain amount 
of money and hands it over to certain 
bondholders. No doubt this was its first 
origin and what called it into existence ; 
but gradually, owing to the great skill of 
the financiers who have had control of its 
operations, it has been entrusted with the 
collection as well as with the administra- 
tion of certain funds, and the taxes which 
it collects with the consent of the Ottoman 
Government have gradually gone on in- 
creasing. At this time it collects the 
sheep tax, the sites tax, and what are 
known as the six revenues—namely, salt, 
stamps, silk, fisheries, tobacco, and spirits. 
Under a Decree known by its Turkish 
name of Mouharrem, and a later Decree 
amending it, it has also the right of 
collecting any future increase that may 
arise in the Customs, and of allotting a 
certain proportion of the net revenue so 
collected for the benefit of the bond- 
holders, and then of handing over what 
remains—namely, 75 per cent.—to the 
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Turkish Government. Here, then, was a 
machine ready to our hands, ard which, 
probably with the consent of the Porte, 
we vould use to collect revenue, to ear- 
mark it for a particular purpose ; and to 
see that it found its way into the account 
of the Budget of the vilayets at Salonika. 
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Those were the conditions which, after 
communication with the Powers, we were 
able to place as the unalterable demands 
we attached to the consent of this and 
the other Governments to the increase of 


Customs duties; and, in addition, we | 
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but in any case the result is entirely to 
absolve His Majesty's Government from 
those rather unwarrantable and _ hasty 
imputations that have been made by 
those who have rushed forward to say 
that the whole matter is settled and that 
the Turkish Government has proved itself 
to be master of the situation. 
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The noble Lord opposite has intro- 


‘duced the question of the Baghdad 
Railway and he has pointed out 


required that there should be fair notice | 


given so that the increase of Customs 
should not come into operation like a 
thief in the night, but should be limited 
to a certain period, That period was 
eventually fixed at seven years. I am 
vlad to inform your Lordships that we 
were also able, by the good will chiefly of 
the representatives of the Great Powers 
at Constantinople, to obtain the assent of 
those whom they represented ; and a Note 
was handed to the Porte in the last days 
of May embodying these demands, and 
stating in unmistakable language that 
there was no question of receding from 
the demands so made, and that if the 
Turkish Government desired to have this 


what is no doubt theoretically true, 
that if all our terms are accepted by 
the Porte, and if this large surplus is 
handed over to the account of the Budget 


| of the vilayets at Salonika, other revenues 


now in the possession of the Porte, 


'and now theoretically being under the 


obligation appropriated for the use 
and the benefit of the Budget of the 


| vilayets, might in conceivable circum- 
’ fan] 


stances be used for the purpose of finding 
a subvention for the Baghdad Railway. 
[ do not desire to go into this great and 
difficult question. It is one of the 
greatest questions of the time. It occu- 
pies the same sort of position in the 
Oriental world which many years ago 
the making of the Suez Canal occupied ; 


'and every step which this country takes 


increase of revenue they must make up | 


their minds to carry out in practice as 


well as promise the demands made upon | 


them by the Ambassadors who signed the 
Note. 


[ was in hopes until recently 
that it might possibly be my good 
iortune this evening either to have 


and every word which the Foreign 
Secretary or the Under-Secretary uses 
about it must be carefully weighed 
and considered. But I cannot help 


| pointing out to my noble friend that 
| I think his fears are rather premature. 


left my story there or that probably | 


in a few days I 


might have been | 


able to announce the result of the nego- | 
/ certain revenues which may be liberated ; 


tiations. But that is not the case. The 
Turkish Government has during the 
last few days sent a reply to the Note 
which we had every reason to believe 
would have been accepted in a friendly 
spirit, raising so many new points, and sug- 
gesting so many changes in what we have 
put forward, that I think I am not in the 
least exaggerating my statement when I 
say that the most correct account I can 
give of the present state of the negotia- 
tions is that they practically stand at 
almost exactly the same point at which 
they stood when the late Government 
left office. The responsibility of this lies 
entirely with the Turkish Government ; 





Turkish finance is not to be reasoned 
about as if it were, let us say, British 
finance under the control of Mr. Glad- 
stone. Turkish finance is a mass of 
confusion, and no doubt the Turkish 
Government will be in a position to use 


but I cannot think that between those 
revenues and the Baghdad Railway there 
is anything but a rather distant connec- 
tion. Unless we are prepared to assume 
the permanent control of Turkish finance 
as a whole, how is it possible for us to 
say that certain revenues—assuming their 
existence, which is to assume a good deal 
—will be liberated, and at once used for 
the particular purpose of constructing the 
Baghdad Railway? No doubt in theory 
some revenues may be liberated; and, 
just in proportion as the collection and 
control by the Commission of the Debt 
of all the revenues which they collect is 
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successful or not, the revenue liberated | 
will be greater or less. 


But the Turkish Government has many | 
prior claims upon it—for instance, the 
arrears of pay to all its servants, civil 
and military; improvements long due 
which it ought to make at once ; there is 
the suppression of the rebellion in Arabia, 
and large borrowings on current account 
which have to be repaid ; and we cannot | 
say to the Turkish Government, unless 
we are prepared to travel another long | 
step on the road of interference, “ You | 
shall do this, and you shall not do that | 
with your surplus revenue. You shall 
pay your Civil servants ; you shall reduce | 
your army ; you shall not construct this | 
railway, but you may construct that one ” 
—and soon, But what we can say, and 
what we are saying, is that the increase 
of the Customs shall not be used for any | 
purpose until the limited yet important | 
object for which we have assumed re- | 
sponsibility is first satisfied —namely, the | 
balancing of the Macedonian Budget. 


{LORDS} 
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Turkish Government it is made im- 


possible to make these reforms really 
thorough 


and satisfactory, then the 
great Powers will be fully justified in 
opening a new chapter. I would venture 
to urge that point of view on the Turkish 
Government ; and in any case, if the 
Turkish Government fail to realise that 
in our negotiations with regard to the 
increase of the Customs we have gone as 
far as possible in concession to their 
demands—so much so that we have 
been threatened almost within the last 
few days with the censure of our friends 
—they must bear in mind that the 
immediate remedy that his Majesty’s 
Government are fully justitied in urging 
upon them is that, if they will not make 
it possible even with our good will 
and with the consent of the other Powers, 
to find money in the way that has been 
suggested, they must immediately adopt 
the only other remedy which they can 
adopt and reduce the enormous military 
force which, as I think, is quite unneces- 
sarily kept up in Macedonia. These 


| explanations will, I trust, be satisfactory 


we are not of opinion that its con- 

struction is necessarily a British interest | 
in itself, but it does raise many | 
questions which are of British interest, 

and affects others ; and these are receiving 

careful consideration. I cannot say more | 
on that subject now beyond this, that we | 
do not think that to proclaim, as we are | 
apparently invited to proclaim on the | 
house-tops, that we shall object to the in- | 
crease of the Turkish Customs merely | 
because indirectly such a step might be | 
of some advantage to the construction of | 
the Baghdad Railway is a course which | 
prudent  statesmanship recommends. 
We should then appear in the unenviable 
position of the dog in the manger, and 
should probably incur the hostility of 
great interests without whose goodwill 
this question cannot be placed on a_per- 
manent or satisfactory basis. 


In regard to the Baghdad Ballin, 
| 





This word only in conclusion. I have 
told your Lordships that the Turkish 
Government have practically, by their | 
reply to our Note, adjourned this question. 
What, however, I would venture to point 
out to the Turkish Government is this, 
that although we consider that the 
immediate chapter for the time being of | 
Macedonian reforms is closed by the law | 
of the vilayets, if by any action of the’ 
Lord Fitzmauriee. 


to my noble friend. I only ask him and 
his friends to believe that we are fully 
conscious of the great importance of the 
issues involved in this question, and we 
can only hope that the House and the 
country will acknowledge how difficult 
our task is. 


*Lorp SANDERSON: My Lords, I 
venture to think that the very full state- 
ment which has been made by the noble 
Lord the Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs is as satisfactory as any 
one could expect in such very perplexing 
circumstances. It was once remarked by 
a Naval Lord of the Admiralty that no 
one could conceive the sufferings of an 
officer in command of a second-class tor- 
pedo boat except the officer himself ; and 
that he had not words to describe them. 
I think it may be said, in the same way, 
that no one can realise the perplexities 
and difliculties surrounding the question 


‘of Turkish reforms except those who 


have to deal with them, and that they are 
never allowed to reveal more than half 
of them. There is one main principle to 
which we pledged ourselves by the course 
we took in regard to the Treaty of San 
Stefano, and to which we have always 
adhered—that of working in concert with 
the’other Powers. The method is no doubt 
tedious and slow in practice, but it is 
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sound and safe. I do not think that in 
the present circumstances we could have 
departed from that principle by making 
further conditions in regard to the con- 
cession of the increased Customs duties, 
and I trust that His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment will continue upon the same lines. 


THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
My Lords, as my noble friend has truly 
said, this important subject has always 
been treated by your Lordships as one 
altogether outside the scope of party 
controversy ; and it would have given 
us great pleasure to congratulate His 
Majesty’s Government if they had been 
able to tell us that they had found it 
possible to effect a thoroughly satisfactory 
settlement of these difficult and embarrass- 
ing questions. But the concluding 
announcement made by my noble friend 
makes it clear that once again the 
perversity of the Turkish Government 
has rendered impossible an arrangement 
which, so far as I was able to follow the 
outline given by my noble friend, would 
have been upon the whole a very advan- 
tageous one to them. I cannot help 
hoping that, if the negotiations should 
be renewed hereafter, His Majesty’s 
Government may tind it possible to 
stiffen their conditions somewhat and 
really to open what my noble friend 
describes as a new chapter in the lament- 
able history of these transactions. 


The settlement upon which His 
Majesty's Government were on the point 
of entering was certainly one which 
deserved very careful consideration by 
your Lordships’ House. We were on 
the point of agreeing to an increase of 
3 per cent. in the Customs duties levied 
on the goods of this country. Ido not 
suggest that this is a very crushing 
burden on our trade, but it is certainly 
an appreciable burden, and one which we 
had no right to submit to except in the 
face of inexorable necessity. Then by 
accepting this addition to the Customs 
duties we should have deprived ourselves 
of a lever which I believe it would be 
possible to use to very good effect in any 
negotiations on any subject with the 
Turkish Government. I therefore should 
certainly be inclined to say, do not let us 
aecept that burden, do not let us let go 
our hold on that lever unless we are 
absolutely satisfied that we obtain an 
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adequate return for the sacrifices we are 
asked to make. 


There are two directions in which it is 
possible to look for sucha return. There 
1s, in the first place, the possibility ot 
obtaining in consideration of the sacrifice 
some improvements in the conditions 
under which British commerce is carried 
on in Turkey. I gather that such 
concessions were to have been obtained 
—I mean such concessions as the improve- 
ment in the administration of the Turkish 
Custom Houses and certain improvements 
in the mining regulations—concessions 
which I believe Sir Nicholas O’Conor, 
whose high authority I am the first to 
recognise, regards as of considerable value 
to this country. But when we are told 
that we are to be recouped in this 
manner I think we have a right to make 
the rejoinder that some of the most 
scandalous abuses to be found in the 
administration of the Turkish Customs 
are abuses which ought to be redressed 
as a matter of right without the offer of 
anything in the shape of a bribe or any 
increase in the burdens to which our 
trade is called upon to submit. 


Another point which it seems to me 
should be considered, and which, I hope, 
will be considered, is this—what security 
are we able to obtain that these improve- 
ments in the Customs administration, 
these new mining regulations, these 
alterations in the manner in which 
British imports are to be examined 
at the port of entry will be con- 
tinued to us? We have had a very 
hitter experience of the value of Turkish 
promises. I should be glad if it were a 
feature in any settlement of the kind we 
have been discussing this evening that 
the 3 per cent. increase of the Customs 
duties should not be allowed to come into 
operation until, by an experience spread 
over a certain length of time, we had be- 
come satisfied that the ways of the 
Turkish Customs authorities had really 
been amended. 


Lorp FITZMAURICE: I think it will 
be found, as I said, that all those matters 
have been considered and will be found 
touched upon in the Note which we pre- 
sented, and which, of course in time will 
be laid before your Lordships. The 
conditions which were placed before the 
Turkish Government followed closely the 
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conditions laid down by the _ noble 
Marquess, and which are to be found in 
the Blue-books before the House. 


*THE MARQUESS OF LANSDOWNE: 
That is not quite my point. My point 
was that not only should the conditions 
be insisted on, but that we should insist 
on having a certain amount of experience 
of the way the new regulations were 
carried out before the increased duties 
were allowed to come into operation. 
Although, therefore, | admit that con- 


cessions of this kind are not without a) 


certain value, I am bound to say that the 
coin is one in which I do not think I 


should care to be paid in full for so great | 


@ concession as we are called to 


make on our side. 


upon 


But there can be no doubt, if we 
are to speak frankly about these things, 


that the real return which we have 
been expecting to get for agreeing 


to the 3 per cent. increase is that we 
should secure better government in the 
Macedonian vilayets. Now it may be 
said, Why should you tax the trade of 
this country, and of a particular section 
of the trade of this country, in order to 
obtain better government for a part of 
the Turkish Empire ? I think the only 
answer that can be given is that the 
present condition of Macedonia is a 
standing menace to the peace of Europe 
and that it is, therefore, to the interest of 
this country as it is to the interest of all the 
civilised Powers that the condition of 
those regions should be improved. 


We have acted upon that assumption 
throughout. We have taken great 


trouble, we have submitted to consider- | 
able sacrifices, in order to bring about | 
some improvement of the condition of | 


Macedonia. Therefore, I for one would 
certainly agree with his Majesty’s | 


Government in saying it is right that we 
should submit to sacrifices such as the 
sacrifice involved in this increase of duties 
in order to bring about more orderly 
and more decent government in Mace- 
donia. Then my noble friend who in- 
troduced this subject, and has studied it 
so thoroughly, threw great doubt upon 
the value of these reforms. 


Lorp NEWTON : Hear, hear! 


*THE MARQuEss oF LANSDOWNE: 
I am not surprised to hear my noble 


Lord Fitzmaurice. 


{LORDS} 
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|friend’s cheer. Like him, I have been 
‘again and again disappointed in 


my hopes of seeing better government 
‘introduced in Macedonia; and I admit 
|that many of those schemes for which 
/such high hopes were entertained have 
_ greatly disappointed their authors. But 
1 am bound to say that it does seem to 
me that the appointment of this Financial 
Commission is by far the longest step 
that has yet been taken in the direction 
of an amelioration of the state of affairs 
in Macedonia. I think we can gauge the 
value of the step by the reluctance with 
which it was accepted by the Turkish 
Government. It was accepted by the 
Turkish Government only, so to speak, 
at the point of the bayonet. [ think that 
shows pretty conclusively that they, at 
any rate, know what a serious matter 
it is for them. 


It is, no doubt, true that a considerable 
part of the scheme to which the Financial 
Commission was to give effect was 
whittled away during the course of the 
negotiations and that the réglement does 
not at this moment stand at all in 
the same form as that in which it was 
originally framed. I gather, nevertheless 
—and here, again, | am greatly guided 
by the opinion of Sir Nicholas O'Conor— 
that, though something has been taken, a 
good deal has been left. The scheme 
provides for improvement in the ad- 
ministration of the tithe, for the more 
regular payment of the local officials, for 
the framing of a proper Budget, and for a 
much-needed improvement in the prisons 
/administration. TI say, then, that the 
‘scheme is worth something — worth 
more, I believe, than any scheme that 
has yet been put forward. If that 
is so, it seems to me to follow that 
the scheme cannot operate unless there 
are sufticient funds to enable effect to be 
‘given to it. I think I am right in saying 
that the Financial Commission — have 
reported that without additional funds 
they are unable to carry the scheme out. 


Lorp FITZMAURICE indicated as- 
sent. 


*THE MARQUESS OF LANSDOWNE: 
iI see that I am correct. If that is so, 
then I think that His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment could not have taken upon them- 
selves the responsibility of shipwrecking 
the scheme by withholding their consent 
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to this increase of duties. There is, 
however, a preliminary question which, I 
think, ought to be asked, and I shall be 
glad if it can be answered — namely, is it 
quite clear that the necessary funds, 
which amount to about £600,000, cannot 
be provided by the Turkish Government 
without increasing the Customs duties ? 
| remember that, when the proposal was 
first made to the late Government, I | 
raised that question. I asked whether a 
more careful and honest administration of | 
the revenues of the three vilayets would 
not provide, perhaps not the whole of the 
sum needed, but something towards it. 

I also raised the question whether 
an improvement in the administra- 
tion of the Turkish Customs as a 
whole would not provide a sum amply 
sufficient to supply the deficit of the 
Macedonian Budget. The whole yield of 
the Turkish Customs does not, I believe, 
exceed £2,000,000. I refuse to believe 
that, with decent 


administration, the | 


Turkish Customs could not be made to | 


produce a very much larger sum. I 
should like to be told that the resources 
of diplomacy had been exhausted with 
regard to these two points before the 3 
per cent. increase was agreed to. I may 
he told that difficulties have heen en- 
countered with the other Powers in 
obtaining consideration for a proposal of 
that kind. It was said with 
accuracy by my noble friend on the 
Cross Benches hat, in all these matters 
we have endeavoured to keep 
European concert working, and [am 
aware that we have not infrequently had 
to change our step because others would 
not keep pace with us. 

There is another point which I should 
like to mention in passing. I gather 
from my noble friend that His Majesty’s 
Government are satisfied that this extra 
3 per cent. which will be, I think, in the 
form of a surtax, will be collected in such 
a manner by the Commission of the Debt 
that there will be no doubt whatever that 
it will be applied to and find its way to 
the Administration of Macedonia. If the 
3 per cent. were not more honestly and 
carefully administered than the present | 


8 per cent., I think it highly probable that | 


the Macedonian vilayets would not get the 
£600,000 which they require. 


One word about military expenditure. 
The military expenditure is a terrible 
burden upon the Macedonian finances. 
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I believe the military expenditure in the 
three vilayets reaches something like 
£2,200,000 a year. 


VEWTON : 


Customs Duties. 


Lorp N No, £1,300,000 
*THE MARQUESS OF LANSDOWNE: 
The noble Lord is quite right. It was 
| £2,200,000, and it is now £1,340,000 
a year. There at once is a saving of over 
£200,000 a year. Is it clear that this 
£300,000 a year would not have sufficed, 
or partly sutticed, to make good the 
deficit without an addition to the burdens 
the trade of this country? With 


| regard to the military question generally, 


lit is our 


to bear in mind that we 
get rid of 
Macedonia 


duty 
cannot expect the Turks to 
the whole of their forces in 
unless we are prepared to take upon 
ourselves the responsibility of protect- 
ing the Turkish frontier against inroads 
from Bulgaria or from other quarters. 
I remember that at one stage of these 
negotiations I ventured to put forward 
proposals which contemplated a guarantee 


| of that kind, but those proposals must be 


added to the many well-meant efforts 


| which have failed to succeed on account 


absolute | 


the | 


of the reluctance of other Powers to 


support us. 


I should like to say one word hefore I 
sit down as to the question of the 
Baghdad Railway. I agree with my 
noble friend opposite that it would be a 
fallacy to suppose that because the increase 


'of the Customs duties provides a certain 








} 





additional sum to meet the requirements 
of the Turkish Government in Macedonia 
it follows that an equivalent sum is 
automatically liberated tor other purposes 
That belief is founded upon a misappre- 
hension as to the chronic condition of 
Turkish finances, and it by no means 
follows that these additional duties will 
give the Turkish Government an equiva- 


'lent sum to dispose of as they think fit. 


But there is another point which, I think, 
was not touched upon by my noble friend 
opposite. The prospect of the increased 
yield in Customs duties being indirectly 
applied to the Baghdad Railway seems 
to me a remote one, for this reason : that 
I understood my noble friend to say 
that the consent of his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment was given on condition that 
the increase was to be for seven years 
only. If that is so, it is clear that 
the Turkish Government would not 
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be in a position to hypothecate the extra 
revenue and to obtain upon the strength 
of it a capital sum which they would 
be free to expend upon the Baghdad 
Railway. I entirely agree with what has 
been said by Lord Newton as to the 
importance of this question of the rail- 
way. I have always recognised the 
necessity of safeguarding British interests 
if ever there was a chance of that railway 
being pushed through to the Persian 
Gulf. When the question was being 
discussed in 1903 we were in confidential 
communication with some of the great 
financial houses concerned in the matter, 
and we hoped to see an arrangement 
the result of which would have been 
that the line-a part of which is now a 
purely German line—should be rendered 
international from sea to sea. If 
that could be done by proper guar- 
antees, there would be no occasion for 
us to adopt towards it an obstructive 
attitude, which my noble friend opposite 
very properly deprecates, 


To sum up these few remarks, I think 
his Majesty's Government would, in 
certain circumstances, and = for an 
adequate consideration, have — been 
justified in agreeing to an increase in the 
Customs duties. But I confess that the 
bargain as it has been described by my 
noble friend opposite does not seem to 
me in all respects a very attractive one, 
and if ever there should be a question 
of reopening the negotiations, and 
negotiating a further settlement, I trust 
that, both for our own sakes and in order 
to read the Turkish Government a lesson, 
which I think they richly deserve, we 
shall insist upon conditions not only 


as stringent as those they have 
now rejected, but considerably more 


advantageous to ourselves and imposing 
a heavier obligation upon them. 


*THE MARQUESS OF 
Lords, the tone of the speech of my 
noble friend who has just sat down has 
been so fair in 
important question that I have not a word 
of controversy to say. 
really walking in the footsteps of the noble 
Marquess opposite. We have been en- 
deavouring to obtain the Porte’s accept- 
ance of the conditions which he laid 
down when in office. Unfortunately, up 
to the present time, we have not been 
successful, and the last communication 


The Marquess of Lansdowne. 


{LORDS} 


RIPON: My | 


regard to this most | 


We have been | 
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received leads us to fear that the negotia- 
tions may almost be considered to have 
come to an end. My noble friend Lord 
Fitzmaurice alluded to the collective 
Memorandum which was presented to 
the Porte at the end of May. It isa 
matter of very great importance that in 
regard to this question—so delicate and 
yet so grave—we shall continue to act, 
as His Majesty’s late Government acted, 
in concert with the Powers of Europe. 
The Note presented was a_ collective 
Note. If these negotiations fail, and if 
the attempts which have hitherto been 
made to come to a settlement of the 
question upon lines based very much 
upon the policy of the late Government 
should not be successful, then the hands 
of the Great Powers will, in our judg- 
ment, be set free. If the Porte rejects 
those proposed conditions and sets free 
our hands and those of the great Powers 
with whom we desire to act in perfect 
union, we shall be perfectly entitled then 
to put forward other proposals involving 
other conditions in order to bring a 
question which has been threatening the 
peace of the world to a final and 
satisfactory conclusion. 


Lorp NEWTON : I should like to ask 
the noble Lord the Under-Secretary 
whether he is going to publish any 
Papers, and, if so, whether they will 
include the reply of the Porte to which 
allusion has been made in the course of 
this debate. 





Lorp FITZMAURICE: Papers on 
the subject will undoubtedly be pub- 
lished, but I cannot undertake to lay 
them on the Table at once. The Papers 
| will include the Note and the reply. 


THE NAVAL VISIT TO RUSSIA. 

*THE Eart or JERSEY: My Lords, 
I rise to ask His Majesty’s Government 
| whether, on the occasion of the visit of 
the British Fleets to Russian ports, 
British sailors will be asked to fraternise 
with Russian sailors implicated in the 
North Sea outrage in 1904. There can 
be no doubt that the projected visit of 
our Fleet to Russian ports has created an 
/unpleasant surprise. Under ordinary 
| circumstances no comment would have 
' been made, but we cannot deaden our 
‘feelings with regard to what took place 
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in the North Sea and also to the horrors 
which are being perpetrated in Russia. 
The organised slaughter of so many Jews 
and the massacres of men, women, and 
children in Russia are surely reasons why 
we should stand aloof from any action 
which might be looked upon as implying 
either satisfaction with or indifference 
to what has taken place and is taking 
place. 

The British Fleet is the sign of British 
power. Its presence is at times a token 
of British friendship, and no doubt the 
Government of the Tsar will welcome 
the presence of the British Fleet asa 
sign of moral support. We know, of 
course, that that is not the object of our 
Fleet's going to Russian ports ; but at the 
game time it is impossible to believe that 
the presence of our Fleet will not be 
looked upon both in Russia and outside 
asa sign of the sympathy and goodwill 
of this country. We ought not to take 
any step which might cause our sym- 
pathies to be misunderstood in any part 
of the world. Our officers and men will 
be called upon to toast and cheer the 
Tsar and his Government at festivities, 
and, I suppose, to forget what happened 
in the North Sea less than two years ago. 
They will thus be placed in an uncom- 
fortable and undesirable position. 

What occurred in the North Sea two 
years ago was of a very wanton character. 
We are now asked to forget the incident 
or to treat it as being of no consequence. 
It cannot be right that our sailors should 
he ealled on to swallow the insult of 
having to fraternise with men who could 
actas the Russian Admiral and officers 
did on that occasion. There are events 
in history which are not quickly for- 
gotten ; and the outrage in the North Sea 
is one of them. I ask His Majesty’s 
Government at least to say that those who 
were implicated in this outrage shall not 
be amongst the hosts by whom our sailors 
are to be received. 


*Lorp HENEAGE: My Lords, I rise 
with considerable hesitation, because on 
this question I think the least said the 
soonest mended. But I cannot help 
saying—and I speak on behalf of the 


people of Hull, as well as on be- 
half of the fishing industry  gener- 
ally — that we deeply regret that 


the question of the outrage two years 
ago has been revived by the noble Earl. 
If my noble friend had confined his 
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Question to general remarks with regard 
to the féting of the Fleet, and the 
fraternisation generally of one fleet with 
the other, I should not have thought right 
to interfere ; but I cannot sit silent when 
I find that the whole of the Question 
is based upon the outrage which was 


committed in the North Sea in 1904. 
The Question solely, explicitly, and 
entirely refers to that outrage. Our 


fishermen have desired, as far as possible, 
to forget and forgive what happened in 
the North Sea, and at the present moment 
they desire, more strongly than perhaps 
anybody else, to carry on their operations 
in friendly intercourse with the fishermen 
of other nations, and they wish to be 
friends with the Russians now that the 
whole thing has blown over. 

That the outrage was grave there can 
be no doubt, but we may recall to mind 
with admiration the self-restraint which 
was exercised by all those engaged in the 
fishing industry during those trying days, 
which I am sure my noble friend, who 
was then Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, will well remember. Those 
engaged in the fishing industry were 
perhaps cooler than almost any other 
class in this country, and I think they 
earned the admiration of the whole 
civilised world for the moderation and 
truthfulness with which they gave their 
evidence before the Conference at Paris, 
which was in direct opposition, as may be 
seen by the Report, to the evidence of 
Captain Klado, and those who tried to 
bring allegations against this country. 

Two years have passed over. We have 
been fishing in the North Sea, and have 
been on friendly terms with the Russian 
Government. It is most desirable that 
we should as far as possible remain on 
friendly relations with all the signatories 
of the North Sea Convention, and I ean- 
not help thinking that it is an unwise 
step at the present moment to revive in 
any way the lamentable occurrence which 
we deplored at the time and which we 
have tried to forget. I would remind my 
noble friend of another point. The Tsar 
spontaneously and most liberally did all 
he could to compensate those who had 
suffered by the loss of relatives or property, 
or who had themselves been injured. 
That compensation was given, and there 
is not the slightest doubt that everyone 
was fully satisfied in that respect. 

This Question on the Paper to-day will 
go forth to the foreign Press as a revival 
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of dislike, on the part of English fisher- 
men, that our seamen should associate 
with Russian sailors on the occasion of | 
the visit of the British Fleet to Russian | 
ports. The Question will go forth as it | 
stands upon the Paper, whilst the speech | 
of the noble Earl will either be mutilated | 
or not properly reported. We have | 
had some experience during the last | 
year of what I would venture to call 
the gutter Press of Germany in relation 
to our seafishing industry ; and it is not 
nine months ago that I read a travesty 
of the action of English fishing boats in 
the North Sea. It was said that English 
fishermen behaved so badly that the 
Danish Government were compelled to 
capture them and take them before their 
courts, whilst Germans were treated in 
an entirely different manner, being, on 
account of their extremely good conduct, 
given a hint directly they got within the 
three-mile territorial waters. There was 
not one word of truth in that statement, 
and we have since received a contradiction 
of it from the Danish Government. But, 
after this Question everything will be | 
done to stir up differences between this 
country and Russia. I regret therefore | 
that the question has been brought for- 
ward, and I hope His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment will give such an answer that we 
may at any rate continue in those friendly 
relations which happily obtain at present. 


Lorp MUSKERRY: My Lords, I was 
not aware before that Russian fishermen 
were in the habit of fishing in the North 
sea. but | would like to point out that 
the Question which my noble friend has 
put has nothing whatever to do with 
fishing. It relates to a serious outrage 
committed by an armed fleet of the 
Russians on our fishermen. Whether | 
that outrage was committed for some | 
political cause, and to try and save their 
name, or whether all on board were blind 
drunk and incapable, we have never yet | 
heard; but it is an utter impossibility 
that any sailor could have mistaken 
trawlers for torpedo boats. I fully agree 
that it was not the unfortunate seamen 
who fired the guns or the officers, but the 
person in command of that fleet who was 
to blame for the committing of that | 
outrage. When our Fleet goes to Russian 
ports it will be with the high officers of 
those ports that they will be in com- 
munication. It is between them that the 
civilities will take place. My noble friend | 


Lord Heneage. 


{LORDS} 


the Russian outrage. 


'can take care of it. 
| question of any feeling existing at the 
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is, therefore, fully entitled to put the 
Question, and I hope His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment will return a favourable answer. 


to Russia. 


*Lorp ELLENBOROUGH : My Lords, 
I do not know whether His Majesty’s 
Government have sufficiently considered 
the extremely difticult position in which 
our officers and men will be placed if, 


| during their visit to Russian ports, riotous 
or political demonstrations take place. 


They may have strict orders not to utter 
a single political opinion; but no one 
can prophesy when or where an outrage 
or riot will take place in Russia at this 
moment, and it would be extremely in- 
convenient if, when our sailors were on 
their way to any entertainment, they 
were met by a riotous procession. In 
that event some very disagreeable diplo- 
matic complications might arise. 


*Lorp NUNBURNHOLME: My 
Lords, I rise to say a few words on this 
question because it is intimately connected 
with the city of Hull, which I represented 
in the other House for thirty-two years. 


Also at the time of the outrage I happened 


to be the chairman of a similar fishing 
company to the one attacked—a fishing 
company with some sixty steam trawlers 
and carriers occupied exactly in the same 
way as the fleet that suffered this outrage. 
It was only just by chance that our fleet 
did not suffer in the same way. I cannot 
help thinking that this Question is inoppor- 
tune and unfortunate. It is two years since, 
and the feeling at that time in the city of 
Hull was very extreme, but it has, 1 he- 
lieve, died out. A circumstance at the pre- 
sent time rather proves that. I am asked 
in a short time to unveil some memorial of 
{ made inquiries, 
and found that the fishermen generally 
have not joined in this desire to per- 
petuate the memory of that event. 
It was, no doubt, a very terrible out- 
rage, but I quite agree with the noble 
Lord opposite that the matter should 
now be allowed to rest. The fishing 
trade in the North Sea is a very big one, 
and it has a great many supporters who 
If there were any 


present moment it might have been 


desirable to raise the Question which my 


noble friend has placed apon the Paper. 


'I know a great deal about the Russian 
| trade. 


It is a very large one, and, 
in spite of all the difficulties and 





fe 
be 
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the misfortunes of the Czar and _ his 
country, in which we cannot help sym- 
pathising, an enormous trade is going on 
between England and both the Baltic and 
the Black Sea. I therefore feel sure that 
the Government will give no encourage- 
ment to the raising difficulties which I 
cannot help thinking would be very unfor- 
tunate in the present position of affairs. 


Lorp FITZMAURICE: My Lords, it 
used to be a favourite observation of the 
late Lord Derby when he was Foreign 
Minister that it was a good thing, 
wherever possible, to limit the area of 
European disturbance. 


to place. I venture to think that your 
Lordships will believe it to be equally 
important to limit the area of disturbance 
in regard to time. ‘The events to which 
the noble Lord has called attention by 
his Question happened some time ago. 


They represent an incident which is) 


closed. Unfortunate as they were, they 
were undoubtedly owing to misapprehen- 
sions ; and they have been, as regards 
the great interests more immediately 


affected, I will not say forgotten, but | 


certainly forgiven. [ might perhaps 
point out to the noble Lord that his 
Question almost carries wit’ it its own 
answer. The noble Lord does not mean 
to suggest either that the sailors or the 
captains of ships, the Foreign Office, 


wr the Admiralty have been asked, 


or are likely to be asked, to fra- 
ternise, for before anything could hap- 
pen in the direction suggested by the 


noble Lord a request for fraternisation | 
I can assure the | 
noble Lord that we have not received any | 


would have to arrive. 


request bearing on the Question, neither 


has the Admiralty, as far as I understand. | 


But putting aside any technieal advantage 
I might take of the form of the Question, 
I think that the great majority of your 
Lordships and the country at large will 
feel it is best in this matter to let bygones 
be bygones. 


{2 JuLy 1906} 


Lord Derby was | 
speaking of limiting disturbance in regard | 
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*THE Eart or JERSEY: If there are 
festivities there must assuredly be frater- 
| nisation. In this affair I was not referring 
_ to the fishing interests. I was referring 
_ to our Fleet going to Russia at this time 
| when events of a most deplorable kind 
are taking place, thereby giving a kind of 
moral support to the Government of the 
Tsar. 


House adjourned at twenty-five 
minutes before Seven o'clock, 
till To-morrow, a quarter 
past Four o’clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, 2nd July, 1906. 


The House met at a quarter before 
Three of the Clock. 


CONTROVERtED ELECTIONS. 


Mr. SPEAKER informed the House that 
he had received from the Judges appointed 
to try the several Election Petitions the 
following Certificate and Report relating 
to the Election for the South Eastern 
'or Bodmin Division of the County of 
| Cornwall. 





The Parliamentary Elections Act, 

| 1868, The Corrupt and Illegal 

| Practices Prevention Acts, 1854— 

1895. 

| Election of a Member of Parliament 

| for the South Eastern or Bodmin 

| Division of the County of Cornwall, 
holden on the 22nd day of 
January, 1906. 

To the Right Honourable The Speaker 

| of the House of Commons. 

We, Sir William Grantham, Knight, 
and Sir John Compton Lawrance, Knight, 
Judges of the High Court of Justice, and 
‘two of the Judges on the Rota for the 

time being for the Trial of Election 
| Petitions in England and Wales, do here- 
| by Certify in pursuance of the said Acts 
| that upon the 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 


ithat. 





*Tup F a) Cry . . > ° ‘ 
Tur Eart or JERSEY: Do I under- | 16th, and 18th days of June, in this year, 
stand the noble Lord to say that there | we duly held a Court at the Assize Courts. 


will be no festivities on the occasion) Bodmin, for tie trial of, and did try 


of the visit of the British Fleet to the | the 


¢ Election Petition for the South 
Russian ports ? 


| Eastern or Bodinin Division of the County 

| of Cornwall, between William Henry 

Lorp FITZMAURICE: I did no: say | Vallack, Tom and William Stuart Bruton 

' Duff, Petitioners, and The Honourable 
3 A 
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Thomas Charles Reginald Agar-Robartes, The Second Schedule. 

Respondent. Name of Person furnished with a 
And in further pursuance of the said Certificate of Indemnity. 

Acts We Certify that at the conclusion of Charles Alfred Millman. 


the said trial, we determined that the akee 
said Thomas Charles Reginald Agar- Dated this 28th day of June, 1906. 
Robartes, being the Member whose E ‘lec- Wo. GRANTHAM. 
tion and Return were complained of in | J. C. LAWRANCE. 
the said Petition was not duly elected | 
and returned, and we do hereby certify And the said Certificate and Report 
in writing such our determination to you. | from Mr. Justice Grantham and Mr. 
Justice Lawrance, Judges of the High 
| Court of Justice, were ordered to be 
entered in the Journals of this House. 





And whereas charges were mace in the 
said Petition of Corrupt and_ Illegal 
Practices having been committed at the | ~~ 
said Election, We, in further pursuance| Copy of Shorthand Writer's Notes of 
of the said Acts, Report as follows:—, | Judgment and Evidence laid upon the 

1. That no corrupt or illegal practices | Table by Mr. Speaker, 
were proved to have been committed by | CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS. 


or with the knowledge or consent of any | ; pidge 
Candidate at the said Election. | Mr. SPEAKER informed the House that 


| he had received from the Judges ap- 

That the person whose name appears | _ pointed to try the several Election 
in the First Schedule hereto was proved | Petitions the following Certificate and 
to have been guilty of the corrupt practice | | Report relating to the Election for the 
of treating. | Attercliffe Division of the City of 
Sheffield : 


In the High Court of Justice, King’s 
Bench Division. 


3. That there is no reason to believe 
that corrupt or illegal practices have ex- 
tensively prevailed at the said Election. 


4. That the said Thomas Charles Regi- | The Parliamentary Elections Act, 
nald Agar-Robartes was guilty by his 1868, and The Corrupt and Illegal 
Agent of the corrupt practice of treating. Practices Prevention Acts, 1883 

and 1895, 


5. That a Certificate of Indemnity has 
been furnished to the person found guilty 
of treating whose name appears in the 
Second Schedule hereto. 


The Election for the Attercliffe 
Division of the City of Sheffield, 
holden on the 15th day of January, 
1906, 


And in further pursuance of the said 
Acts we hereby certify that at the con 
clusion of the said trial we differed as to 
whether the return concerning election 
expenses made under Section 33 of The | and Sir Joseph Walton, Knight, Judges 
Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention | of the High Court of Justice, and two of 
Act, 1883, did or did not constitute a | the Judges on the Rota for the time being 
proper or sufficient return of the said) fo, the Trial of Election Petitions in 


election expenses. England and Wales, do hereby Certify in 
pursuance of the said Acts that upon the 


9F ») » 
Judgments, taken down and written out | = cis > a of ges of this Mall 
at length by the Deputies of the Short- | we duly held a Court at the Town Ha 


ages . oN Ss -] : “ € y 
hand Writer of the House of Commons, | Sai pene a3 of srs sd 
accompanies this our Certificate. ee ee ee ee 


To the Right Honourable The Speaker 
of the House of Commons. 


We, Sir William Grantham, Knight, 


A Copy of the Evidence and of our | 


The First Schedul Arnold Muir Wilson, Petitioner, and 
e First Schedule. Batty Langley, Respondent. And in 


Name of Person found guilty of Treating. further pursuance of the said Acts We 


Charles Alfred Millman, trial We determined that the said Batty 





Division of the City of Sheftield, between 


Certify that at the conclusion of the said 








fre 
Ju 

( 
en 
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Langley, being the Member whose Elec- 
tion and Return were complained of in 
the said Petition, was duly elected and 
returned, and that his Election was not | 


Message 


void, and We do hereby Certify such our | 


determination to you. 


And whereas charges were made in the 


said Petition that the illegal practices 


therein specified had been committed in- 


reference to the said Election, We, in 
further pursuance of the said Acts, Report 
as follows :— 


1. That no illegal practice was proved 


t 
| 
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Provisional Orders Confirmation (Kest- 
even, Xe.) Bill {Lords}. 


Ordered, That the Bills be read a 
second time To-morrow. 


Merthyr Tydfil Gas Bill, Lords Amend- 
ments considered, and agreed to. 


s0mbay, Baroda, and Central India 
Railway Bill [Lords]; Hull and Barnsley 
'and Great Central Railway Companies 
| Bill {Lords}. Read the third time, and 
passed, with Amendments, 


to have been committed by, or with the | 


knowledge and consent of, the said Batty 
Langley. 


2. That no persons were proved to 
have been guilty of any illegal practices. 


3. That there is no reason to believe 


that illegal practices have extensively | 


prevailed at the said election. 


4, That the said Batty Langley was | 


not proved to have been guilty by his 
Agents of any illegal practice. 
WM. GRANTHAM. 
JOSEPH LAWSON. 


Dated this 28th day of June, 1906. 


And the said Certificate and Report 
from Mr. Justice Grantham and Mr. 
Justice Walton, Judges of the High 
Court of Justice, were ordered to be 
entered in the Journals of this House. 


Copy of Shorthand Writer’s Notes of 
Judgment and Evidence laid upon the 
Table by Mr. Speaker. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PROVISIONAL ORDER BILLS [Lorps] 
(NO STANDING ORDERS APPLIC- 
ABLE). 

Mr. SpeaKER laid upon the Table 
Report from one of the Examiners of 
Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the 
case of the following Bills, originating in 
the Lords, and referred on the First 
Reading thereof, no Standing Orders are | 
applicable, viz.:—Edueation Board Pro- | 
visional Orders Confirmation (Devon, | 
&e.) Bill [Lords] ; Education Board Pro- 
visional Order Confirmation (London, | 
No. 1) Bill [Lords]; Education Board ! 


Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Tram- 
ways Bill | Lords}. Read the third time, 
and passed, with an Amendment. 


Trent NavigationCompany Bill {Lords}. 
Read the third time, and passed, with 
Amendments. 


County of Durham Electric Power 
Supply Bill [Lords]; Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne Electric Supply Bill [Lords], Read 
| a second time, and committed. 


| Shropshire, Worcestershire, and Staf- 
fordshire Electric Power Bill [Lords]; to 
be read a second time To-morrow. 


(Monmouthshire) 
Read a 


Western Valleys 
Sewerage Board Bill (Lords). 
second time, and committed. 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 9) Bill. Reported, with Amend- 
|ments [Provisional Orders confirmed] ; 
|Report to lie upon the Table. Bill, as 
/amended, to be considered To-morrow. 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 
That they have agreed to—Electric 
Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 5) Bill ; 
| Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 
| 6) Bill, without Amendment. 


| Municipal Corporations Bill, with an 
| Amendment. 


| 
| 


Justices of the Peace (No. 2) Bill, 
with Amendments. 


That they have passed a Bill, intituled, 
“ An Act to authorise the construction of 
further waterworks and the taking of 
water from the River Bure for the 


3 A 2 
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purpose of affording increased supplies of | EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES? 
water by the Great Yarmouth Water- BILL (RELIGIOUS TEACHING). 
works Company and the Lowestoft Water| Petitions against alteration of Law; 
and Gas Company; to confer further | From Brierley Hill (two) ; and, Tansley ; 
powers upon those companies with | to lie upon the Table. 

reference to their respective undertakings ; 





and for other purposes.” [Great Yar- LAND TENURE BILL. 
mouth Waterworks and Lowestoft Water! Petition from Stirling, against ; to lie 
and Gas Bill { Lords]. | upon the Table. 


| 

Great Yarmouth Waterworks and | LAND VALUES TAXATION, &c. (SCOT. 
Lowestoft Water and Gas Bill [Lords]. | LAND) BILL. 

Read the first time ; and referred to the| Petition from Stirling, against ; to lie 
Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills. | upon the Table. 
RAILWAY BILLS (GROUP 8). | ee _ fenerentiiaiene* ; 

Sir Louis McIver reported from the | ao from Sydenham and Forest 
Committee on Group 8 of Railway Bills ; | is Oe RO 5 Ae Oe ne 
That, for the convenience of parties, the | 
Committee had adjourned till Wednesday, | 
at Twelve of the clock. | 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


| 
Report to lie upon the Table. | 


| CRIMINAL AND JUDICIAL STATISTICS 

GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY BILL, | (IRELAND). 
Mr. MORTON (Sutherland) objected.| Copy presented, of Criminal and 
| Judicial Statistics of (Ireland) for the 
| year 1905. Part II. Civil Statistics 


eae ee eee |[by Command]; to lie upon the Table. 


said that when the Bill was under dis- 
cussion his name was mentioned as having | POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANKS. 

given a certain undertaking. He did not | \ peiggeonit . a ak ak ii 
reply at the time, as he did not wish to} * a : gong "1 apoaes 
prolong the debate, but with the per- | pi nee i Ca — 
mission of the House he would now state | °" . December pie 1906, together 
that he had informed the railway | 7 . gegen es eit ppt com 
companies of the views entertained by | ——— . D ee _ h Ee gona 
the hon. Member for Sutherland and | _—— og oe we ool a peng 
others. The companies were fully alive pon nhac es nt ae 
to the importance of the questions in- | 2™ ~~ a ee 2 


volved, and were considering the question | Securities held by the Commissioners 
in all its aspects | for the Reduction of the National Debt 


/to meet those Liabilities at that date 

Mr. MORTON on this withdrew his | {PY Act]; to He upon the Table, and to 
— | be printed. [No. 230.] 

objection. | 
SUPERANNUATION ACT, 1884. 

Bill read a third time and passed. | Copy presented, of Treasury Minute, 

/dated June 28th, 1906, declaring that 

>i | Edward Wallace, Boy, Royal Small Arms 

' Factory, Enfield War Office, was 

PETITIONS. appointed without a Civil Service Certifi- 

eae. | cate, through inadvertence on the part 


| of the Head of his Department [by Act] ; 
EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) | mM [by Act]; 


Petitions against ; From Allerton, By- | 





TRADE REPORTS (ANNUAL SERIES). 


water, and Castleford ; Allhallows ; | Copies presented, of Diplomatic and 
Amble; Beech Hill; Harwich; and, | Consular Reports, Annual Series, Nos. 
Newecastle-on-Tyne; to lie upon saad cs and 3661 [by Command]; to lie 
Table. 


upon the Table. 
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BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

Copy presented, of Regulations for the 
Training of Teachers and for the Examina- 
tion of Students in Training Colleges 
[by Command] ; to lie upon the Table. 


OSBORNE. 


Copy presented, of Report by the House 
Governor and Medical Superintendent at 
Osborne for the year ending March 31st, 
1906 [by Command]; to lie upon the 
Table. 


PAPER LAID UPON THE TABLE BY 
THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE :— 


1. Richmond Bridge, Cash Account for 
the year 1905 [by Act]. 


{2 Jury 1906} 
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ELECTRIC LIGHTING ACTS, 1882 TO 
1902 (APPLICATIONS AND APPEALS 

TO BOARD OF 'TRADE). 

Return ordered, “ respecting the Appli- 
cations to and Proceedings of the Board of 
Trade upon Applications for Provisional 
Orders and Appeals to the Board of 
Trade, respecting Electricity Under- 
takings for Session 1896 to Session 1905 
(both inclusive) :— 


Reports, de. 


1. Applications for Provisional Orders 
under the Electric Lighting Acts, Session 
1896 to Session 1905 (both inclusive) :-— 


Section 1. In respect of areas in the 
administrative county of London. 


Section 2. In respect of other areas. 




















| 
. . F P | N 2r subs ‘4 
Number of Applications. | Number of Orders granted. Number sub: equently 
2 transferred— 
ea | 
Session. —— ; 
Local : Local To Loeal | To 
oe Companies. Spain anies REST . : 
Authorities. P Authorities. | CO™PAanies. | 4 uthorities. | Companies. 
| 
} } 
Eick ok aiue te List of Cases in List and particulars 
| List of Cases in | which Orders were Neen compenane ne _— 
; LS ehighibocal suluend te Applications were | Promoters declined 
Session. Co Ra : made by Local to accept an Order 
Authority consent 7 


| was dispensed with. 


Companies on 
Opposition of | 
| Local Authority. | 


on aceount of 
conditions imposed 
by Beard of Trade. 


Authority and a 
Company, with 
result. 








2. Appeals to Board of Trade in regard to works during ten years ended March» 


1906 :— 


Section 1. Administrative county of London— 


(a) by local authorities ; 
(b) by companies. 

Section 2. Other Areas— 
(a) by local authorities ; 
(b) by companies. 





Name and 
Description of 
Applicant. 


Date of Appeal. | Order. 


Object of 
Appeal. 


State if Appeal was 
Opposed or 
Approved by Lecal 
Authorities. 


Decision of Bourd 
of Trade. 
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-~3. Applications and Appeals to Board of Trade in regard to change of pressure 


during ten years ended March, 1906 :— 


Section 1. Administrative county of London— 


(a) by local authorities ; 
(b) by companies. 

Section 2. Other areas— 
(a) by local authorities ; 
(b) by companies. 





Date of Applica- Dider Name and 
tion or Appeal. : Applicant. 


State if Opposed} Decision of 
Description of | or Approved by 
Local Authority. 


Actual Pressure— 





Board of | at 
Trade. At date of | As 


Application. | Altered. 




















| 
| 
| 


4. Applications by local authorities for approval of Board of Trade in regard to 
hours of access to street boxes during ten years ended March, 1906 :— 


Section 1. Administrative county of London, 


Section 2. Other areas. 




















Seer ‘ Name and Description Decision of Board 
Date of Applic ation. Order. of Applicant. of Trade. 
—(Dr. Macnamara.) 
Railways in British Protectorates, | Force, and the military scientific training 


Leased Territories, and Colonies (other 
than the Transvaal and Orange River 
Colony) not possessing responsible In- 
stitutions, Address for “Return showing 
(1) the ownership and length of the 
Railways (a) in operation, (b) under 
construction, (c) authorised; (2) the 
methods, including State guarantees, if 
any, by which the funds for the construc- 
tion of the Railways have been or are 
being raised; (3) the total capital ex- 
penditure incurred or authorised, together 
with the latest figures as to the gross 
annual revenue derived from the existing 
lines of Railway, and the corresponding 
working expenses.” —(Mr. Walker.) 


VOLUNTEER BRIGADES. 

Address for “Return of the distribu- 
tion of Provincial Volunteer Corps into 
Brigades and of the names of the officers 
appointed to command the Volunteer 
Provincial Brigades, showing their present 
age, place of residence, and their ante- 
cedent service either with the regular 
Army, the Militia, or the Volunteer 











they have passed through, such as the 
Staff College, the Royal Military 
Academies, or the School of Musketry.” 
—(Sir Howard Vincent.) 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


The Proposed Transfer of Workmen from 
hatham Dockyard. 

Mr. E. H. LAMB (Rochester): To 
ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
whether, after the representations made 
to the Government, the decision of the 
Admiralty to remove 200 men from 
Chatham to other dockyards is still to be 
adhered to; and, if not, whether he can 
put an end to the anxiety felt in Rochester 
and Chatham by announcing the present 
intentions of the Admiralty in this matter 
without delay. 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 





It is not proposed to transfer these men 
to other yards, 





a a> oe 


, oe as ae oe ee ae 


a ee oS ee ee” a | 
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—_ 
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Mount Pleasant Parcel Office. 

Mr. J. P. NANNETTI (Dublin, College 
(sreen) : To ask the Postmaster-General 
if his attention has been called to the case 
ot the sorter, Mr. Carmody, of the Mount 
Pleasant parcel office, whose pay was 
stopped for ten days in June, 1905, not- 
withstanding he was certified unfit for 
duty by the official medical officer for 


Limerick, and who has been further 
punished by having his increment 


deferred during the present year; and 


whether he will inquire into the merits 


of his case. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buzton.) I 
have already personally investigated the 
case of Mr. Carmody, and I am satisfied 


that his absence from duty in June, 1905, | 


was not properly covered by medical 
certificate. Sick pay could not therefore 
be allowed to him. It was necessary to 
defer his increment, which otherwise 
would have accrued in April last, until a 
certificate of twelve months approved 
service could be given. This certificate I 
am glad to learn was given on July Ist, 


and in that case the increment will be | 


allowed from that date. 


Post Office Servants—Entries on 
Defaulter Sheets. 

Mr. J.P. NANNETTI: To ask the Post- 
master-General what is the departmental 
rule in regard to making entries against a 
man on his official record sheet ; if an 
officer applies would he be supplied with 
a copy of the entries made against him ; 
if trivial reports made against a man by 


an official, on being dismissed in the man’s | 


favour after investigation by superior and 
competent authority, are recorded against 


{2 JuLty 1906} 
Sick Pay for Mr. Carmody, Sorter at | 
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The Answer to the remain- 


(Questions. 


against him, 


‘ing parts of the Question is in the 


negative. 


Report of Departmental Committee on 
Death Duties. 

Mr. SEARS (Cheltenham): To ask 
Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer if he 
will give the date when the Committee 
was appointed which considered the ques- 
tion of assessment and collection of death 
duties, which sat in 1898 under the 
chairmanship of the present Secretary of 
State for War ; and where the evidence 
given and the Report of the Committee 
are to be seen. 


(Answered by Mr. Asquith.) The Com- 
mittee was appointed in 1898, and 
reported to the Treasury early in 1899, 
The Report was treated as confidential, 
in accordance with the practice usual in 
respect of the Reports of Departmental 
Committees on establishments, and was 
not published. 


Rex v. Watt—Cost of Deportation of 

the Witness Shuttle. 

Mr. BOTTOMLEY (Hackney, 8.) : To 
ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department under which Vote in the 
Estimates the special service fund (at 
the expense of which the witness Shuttle, 
in the case of Rex v. Watt was sent to 
Canada) will appear. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
The special service fund is not provided 
in the Votes of Parliament, but by a 
charge on the Consolidated Fund, forming 
part of the civil list charge, as the hon. 
Member will see on reference to page 43 
of the annual Finance Accounts. 


the man on his record sheet ; and whether | 


an official is allowed to cause entries to be 
made against a man simply because he, 
the official, suspected, 


mitted an offence against discipline, not- 


withstanding the fact that the man proved | 
his innocence of committing any disciplin- | 
falling | 


ary offence, 


and the reports 
through. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) 1. 
am not sure what is the precise informa- | 


tion desired by the hon. Member in 
answer to the first part of his Question. 


reported, and | 
attempted to show that the man had com- | 


Commission of the Peace—Fees and Stamp 
Duties. 

Mr. O’DOWD (Sligo, 8.) : To ask Mr. 
Attorney-General whether he will state 
what are the total fees payable, by stamp 
duty and otherwise, by gentlemen ap- 
pointed to His Majesty’s Commission of 
the Peace in Engiand, because of their 
| appointment. 


(Answered by Sir John Walton.) The 
only amount payable to Crown officials by 
| English magistrates on their appointment 
| to His Majesty’s Commission of the Peace 


An officer would be supplied on applica- | is the sum of one pound, payable to the 
tion with a copy of the entries made | Exchequer on the insertion of the names, 
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irrespective of number, in a Commission 
of the Peace. With regard to the fees 
payable locally to clerks of the peace I beg 
to refer you to my replies to the hon. 
Member for the Guildford Division of 
Surrey on May 2nd and June 14th 
respectively. 


Questions. 


Kew Garden Employees—Right of 
ombination. 

Mr. SUMMERBELL (Sunderland) : 
To ask the hon. Member for South 
Somerset, as representing the President 
of the Board of Agriculture, if his atten 
tion has been called to the notice posted 
at the Royal Botanic Gardens, to the 
effect that any person employed in the 
Royal Botanic Gardens who desires to 
make a complaint must send it in writing, 
with the complainant’s name, to the 
curator, who will lay it before the director, 
and to the effect that it is strictly for- 
bidden to make a complaint through an 
outside person, and any case of the kind 
will be regarded by the director as a 


serious breach of discipline ; and will he | 
say whether, in view of the right to| 


negotiate through their representatives 
recently conceded to the workers of 
several Government Departments, he will 
have the notice removed, in order that 
the workmen at the Royal 
Gardens might enjoy the same privilege 
as the men in other Departments. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) My 
noble friend the President of the Board 
gave directions in February last that the 
same procedure should be followed with 
respect to representations made by or on 
behalf of the men employed at Kew 
Gardens as that sanctioned in the case of 
Post Office servants. The notice referred 
to by my hon. friend was issued in 1903, 
and it is now in course of revision. 


Importation of Live Cattle for Immediate 


Slaughter—Suggested Removal of 


Restriction. 

Dr. COOPER (Southwark, Bermond- 
sey): To ask the hon. Member for South 
Somerset, as representing the President 
of the Board of Agriculture whether, as 
there has not been a case of foot-and- 
mouth disease either in Denmark or 
Holland for three years, and, according 
to the Return of the German Imperial 
Board of Agriculture, no case of foot-and- 
mouth disease for more than a year in 





+ See (4) Debates, elvi., 561 ; elviii., 1148. 
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Schleswig-Holstein, Oldenburg, Hanover, 
Westphalia, or the Rhine provinces, the 
Board of Agriculture will consider the 
advisability of at once removing the 
restrictions at present imposed on the 
importation of live cattle and sheep for 
immediate slaughter at the Deptford 
Foreign Cattle Market. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) The 
experience of the last fifteen years has 
shown that, owing no doubt to their 
geographical situation, outbreaks of foot- 
and-mouth disease may be expected to 
occur both in Denmark and Holland from 
time to time, and this being the case, and 
in view of the terms of the Disease of 
Animals Act, 1894, my noble friend 
regrets that he cannot consistently with 
his statutory duty make any modifications 
in the restrictions referred to. I may 
add that twenty-one cattle were attacked 
with the disease in Denmark in 1904, 
| and that there were two cases in Holland 
| in the same year. 





| Indian Army Officers and Service with 
| Militia during South African War. 

Mr. SMEATON (Stirlingshire): To 
ask the Secretary of State for India, are 
officers who, previous to joining the 
Indian Army, served in the Militia during 
the South African war with Army rank, 
and who, under the terms of War Office 
letter No 6/163d, June, 1905, are allowed 
to count such embodied or war service 
| towards pension or gratuity in the British 
service, permitted to count it towards 
pension and promotion in the Indian 
Army in the same way as they would be 
allowed to count it if, at the time, they 
had borne commissions in the Regular 
Forces ; and, if not, will he explain why 
not. 


(Answered by Mr. Seeretary Morley.) 
Officers of the Indian Army are allowed 
to reckon as service for Indian pension 
their service out of India before joining 
the Indian Army, to an extent not ex- 
ceeding two years, and service in the 
embodied Militia is considered as service 
out of India for this propose. Promotion 
in the Indian Army is regulated by 
service from date of first permanent 
commission, and, therefore, under regula- 
tion, time in the embodied Militia does 
not reckon as service for promotion. It 
| is the practice, however, specially to allow 
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any such time passed on field service to 
reckon for promotion. 


Indian Educational Expenditure. 


Mr. O'GRADY (Leeds, E.): To ask 
the Secretary of State for India whether | 
he is aware that in the last quinquennial 
report on the education of the Govern- 
ment of India, compiled by Mr. Nathan, | 
of the Indian Civil Service, the amount of 
direct expenditure on elementary educa- 
tion out of State funds, apart from fees 
and local funds, was stated to be only 
£90,000 for the year 1901-2, the last 
year for which figures were given ; and 
will he state what corresponding amount 
was spent by the State during last year. 


(Answered by Mr, Secretary Morley.) 
I am not yet in a position to answer this 
Question, but I hope very shortly to 
receive from the Government of India a | 
reply to the inquiry which I addressed to 
them when the hon. Member first gave 
notice of the Question. 


Alleged Wrongful Imprisonment of Ryots 
at Backergunj. 

Mr. O'GRADY: To ask the Secretary 
of State for India whether his attention 
has been called to the fact that Mr. Lack, 
the settlement officer at Barisal, has been 
complained against for wrongful imprison- 
ment of the tenants (ryots) of two lady 
zemindars of Backergunj and other 
persons in the locality ; that the com- 
plaint was dismissed by the local magis- 
trate, Mr. Emerson, in his private room, 
without a hearing, us frivolous and false ; 
whether such action lies within the power 
of Mr. Emerson ; and whether, in view of 
the state of public feeling in the new 
province, he will say what steps he intends 
to take in the matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Seeretury Morley.) 
As I stated in answer toa Question on 
the 2ist June,+ I have no information as 
to the facts, but I will inquire and consider 
whether any action is necessary. 


Irish Society and the Professor of Irish 
at Trinity College, Dublin. | 

Mr. LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid.) : To | 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- | 
tenant of Ireland whether the Irish 
Society nominates the professor of irish in 
Trinity College, Dublin, and ;ays his 
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salary, or whether the professor is subject 
to the jurisdiction of the board of the 
college in the same manner as all other 
professors. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Irish 


| Government have no official information 
| upon this subject, but the Question has 


been referred to the Provost of Trinity 
College, who states that in the year 1840 
a number of gentlemen connected with 


the Irish Society subscribed a sum of 
| money to aid in the foundation of a pro- 


fessorship of Irish in the university, but 
the society, as such, had no part in the 
foundation of the chair. The then board 
of Trinity College, in agreeing to this 
foundation, undertook to pay annually 
the difference between the interest of this 
sum and £100 a year, to provide for the 
study of the Irish language, pending the 
further collection of funds for the endow- 
Public subscriptions 
raised the fund to a figure which when 
invested in Bank of Ireland stock gives 
on an average £100 a year. In the year 
1871, by a decree of the board and 
visitors, the salary paid by the college 
itself was raised to £)00 a year, so that 
the total salary of the professor is about 
£200. The funds subscribed by the 
public are invested in the names of the 
provost and fellows of Trinity College and 
the professor of Irish, and the election of 
the professor is vested in the trustees, who 
at present are the provost and the two 
representatives of the 
university ea office together with | ord 
Ashbourne and Lord Ardilaum, who were 
co-opted some years ago by the then 
ea officio trustees under powers given to 
them by the deed of trust. These two 
latter trustees have never taken any 
action in connection with the chair. The 


| professor, like other professors, is subject 


to the jurisdiction of the board, and no 
other body has any authority or jurisdic- 
tion over him. 


Erection of Labourers’ Cottages. 

Mr. P. A. McHUGH (Sligo, N.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he can 
state what action has been taken by local 
authorities with regard to the representa- 
tions for the erection of forty-eight 
labourers’ cottages which were forwarded 
by the Estates Commissioners to the Local 


Government Board and district councils 
|in the period from November Ist, 1903; 
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to March 31st, 1905, under Section 96 of 
the Land Act of 1903. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) 1 am in- 
formed that, as a general rule, no action 
has been taken by the rural district 
councils concerned in relation to such 
representations. In a few instances the 
consideration of the matter has been 
postponed until the council are making a 
new improvement scheme under the 
Labourers Acts, as the expense of making 
and carrying through a scheme for one or 
two cottages included in a representation 
would be entirely out of proportion to the 
result. To remedy this defect, a clause 
has been inserted in the Bill now before 
Parliament, providing that the repre- 
sentation shall practically be a scheme 
taking effect forthwith where the Local 
Government Board so order. A_ table 


Wuestions. 


will be appended to the Board’s Annual | 


Report for 1905-6, showing up to March 
31st last the name of each rural district 
affected, the nature of the representations 
made, and the action, if any, taken 
‘thereon. 


Sale of Estates in County Sligo. 
Mr. ODOWD: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
Ireland whether he can state the number 


of estates sold to tenants in the county | 


of Sligo, and sanctioned by the Estates 
Commissioners, from the coming into 
operation of the Act of 1903 to the date 
of the last Return, the number sold by 
private treaty, and of those sold through 
the Estates Commission, with the average 
number of years’ purchase given in each 
‘case respectively. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that since the 
commencement of the Act they have 


made advances in the case of fourteen | “athe : : 
‘application for reinstatement will be 


estates in Sligo sold direct by landlords 
‘to tenants, the average number of years’ 


purchase of the tenanted land being 23°6. | 


In the same period four estates in county 
Sligo were purchased by and vested in 
the Estates Commissioners, the average 
number of years’ purchase of the tenanted 
land being 21. The Commissioners have 
‘no information as to sales effected by 
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Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he 
will explain why, although the Congested 
Districts Board has purchased the estate 
of Lord De Freyne, no attempt has been 
made to provide a proper approach to the 
village of Sheepwalk ; and whether he is 
aware that the want of such approach is 
causing great inconvenience to the popula- 
tion from day to day. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Congested 


: Districts Board have included, in their 


proposed scheme for the improvement of 
the De Freyne estate, the construction of 
a road to the village of Sheepwalk. The 
work, however, cannot be commenced 
until the estate has been legally vested in 
the Board. 


Evicted Tenant on the Madden Estate 
—Case of M. A. Kiernan. 

Mr. T. SMYTH (Leitrim, S.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he is aware of the 
fact that an evicted tenant named M. A. 
Kiernan, residing at Aughakiltubrid, 
Cloone, county Leitrim, on the Madden 
estate, which has been sold recently to the 
tenants at twenty-four-and-a-half years’ 
purchase, was refused the right to pur- 
chase by the landlord, unless the amount 
of the arrears of rent due was added to 
the purchase money ; and if he will call the 
attention of the Estates Commissioners to 
this case, so that the evicted tenant may 
get the same terms as the other tenants 
who have purchased their holdings. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that the former 
holding of Mary A. Kiernan is included 
in the lands for the sale of which the 
owner has lodged an originating applica- 
tion, but no purchase agreement in respect 
thereof has heen lodged. Mrs. Kiernan’s 


inquired into by the Commissioners when 
they are dealing with the estate. 


Withdrawal of Grant from Corlea School. 

Str E. CARSON (Dublin Univer- 
sity): To ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
the Commissioners of Education in Ireland 


A 2p tee a 


Pe ee ee ee ee: > ee ee ee ee ee 


a a. 2 


Pa et eet lle tl SSO 


p= 










have given notice that they will withdraw 
all grants from Corlea school after June 
31st next, being a vested school under 
Church of Ireland management ; how long 
these grants have been in existence ; and 
whether the Commissioners of Education . 


private treaty. 


‘The De Freyne Estate—Construction of 
a Road to the Village of Sheepwalk. 


Mr. JAMES O’KELLY (Roscommon, 
'N.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
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have made any arrangements for the | Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether an 
religious instruction of the pupils attend- | inspector has been sent to inquire into 
ing Corlea school in the event of that | the cases of evicted tenants in Kerry ; 
school being closed and the children | and, if so, whether he can report any 
compelled to attend the nearest school, | reinstatements. 


which is under Presbyterian management. : 
(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 


(Answered by Mr, Bryce.) The Com-| Commissioners inform me that one of 
missioners of National Education inform | their inspectors has been inquiring into 
me that by order of February 13th, 1906, | the cases of evicted tenants in Kerry for 
they directed the withdrawal of grants | some time past, but he has as yet reported 
from Corlea school from June 30th, upon | no reinstatements as the result of his 
the ground that it is no longer required, | operations. Negotiations for reinstate- 
as there is sutflicient provision for the | ment are, however, proceeding in a 
education of the pupils at other national | number of cases. 


schools in the locality. The school is 
under Irish Church management, but is P yer elegy htc, seme at 


Mr. O'MARA (Kilkenny, S.) : To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether an application 
| has been made by Mr. Walsh, the owner 
of an estate at Castletown, county 
Kilkenny, to the Estates Commissioners, 
for the purchase of the estate from him ; 
if so, when ; whether a large proportion 
of this estate consists of evicted holdings 
vested school clergymen have, under the | 1 his possession ; and whether, with a 
Board’s rules, the right of access to the | View to the restoration of these tenants, 
pupils of their own denomination for the | the Estates Commissioners will direct an 
purposes of religious instruction in the | Spector to visit the lands without delay. 


school. | (Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that on January 
Deputation from Irish Protestant | 22nd last Mr. Peter Walsh offered his 
Teachers Union. | estate for sale to the Estates Commis- 
Mr. T. L. CORBETT (Down, N.): To | sioners under Section 6 of the Act of 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-| 1903. The property comprises 165 acres 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he declined | in the occupation of tenants, as well as 
to receive a deputation of the Irish | 129 acres of untenanted land which Mr. 
Protestant National Teachers Union; and, | Walsh wishes to repurchase. The Com- 
if so, on what grounds. | missioners have received applications 
j ifrom five evicted tenants for reinstate- 
(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) 1 informed} ment in their former holdings on this 
the committee of this organisation that, | estate. The case will shortly come before 
owing to the many matters of immediate | the Commissioners for their directions as 
importance which called for my attentjon, | to an inspection of the property. 
I found it impossible to receive a deputa- : 
tion, but at the same time I told them| King’s Scholars’ Examination—Books 
that I should be happy to consider any Recommended. 
written statement of the matters which; Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N): To 
they desired to bring to my notice. Ij} ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
have since received a statement from the | Lieutenant of Ireland if his attention has 
committee and will give it due considera- | been called to the fact that in the pro- 
tion, but the question raised in it is} gramme forthe King’s Scholars’ examina- 
largely one for the Commissioners of | tion for 1907, formulated by the Irish 


non-vested. It has been in connection 
with the Board since 1859. Thirteen of the 
pupils belong to the Irish Church, twelve 
are Presbyterians, and five are Roman 
Catholics. Two schools are available for 
the pupils, namely, Gillygooley, one-and- 
a-half miles distant, under Irish Church 
management ; and Aughee, one-and-a- 
quarter miles distant, under Presbyterian 
management. As the latter school is a 





Refusal of Chief Secretary to Receive a 





National Education. Commissioners for National Education, 
dated March last, amongst the books 
Evicted Tenants in County Kerry. recommended for general reading, along 


Mr. THOMAS O'DONNELL (Kerry, | with the works of authors like Shake- 
W.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the | speare, Goldsmith, Scott, and Stevenson, 
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is included “Some experiences of an 
Irish R. M.”; can he state what official is 
responsible for this selection ; and can 
nothing more useful be officially recom- 
mended to King’s Scholars. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. 
informed by the 
National Education that they are them- 
selves responsible for the selection of the 
book referred to, which is considered to 
be suitable for general reading. 


Bryce.) I am 


Cases of James Clancy and William 
Francis—Award of Arbitrator. 


Mr. FFRENCH (Wexford, 8): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that the Wexford District Council, at a 
recent meeting, condemned by resolution 
the action of the arbitrator, Mr. Cliff 


Owen, by which he awarded, in the case | 


of James Clancy and William Francis, 
£15 and £21 17s. 6d. respectively, whilst 
the council’s offer was £5 and £8 10s.; 
whether he can state the basis by which 
the arbitrator arrived at the award ; and 
if he will make provision in the Labourers’ 
Bill to prevent awards of this kind. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Local 
Government Board have received the 
resolution referred to. The facts, how- 
ever, are not correctly stated in the 
Question. In the case of James Clancy, 
who claims £10, the council offered £5, 
and the arbitrator awarded £8 10s., of 
which £1 was allowed for special injury 
to the claimant’s lands. In the case of 
William Francis, who claimed £37 10s., 
the council offered £15, and the arbitrator 
awarded £21 17s. 6d. The arbitrator 
arrived at his decision after taking into 
consideration the sworn evidence of all 
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sible for the state to which the graves and 

| headstones have been reduced, and of 
compelling those legally liable to at once 
put the place in proper repair. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Local 
Government Board informed the rural 
district council in November last that, as 
| the burial ground in question is attached 
or contiguous to a place of worship, the 
| provisions of Section 185 of the Public 

Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, do not apply 
to the case; and the Board suggested 
_ that the council should address the repre- 
sentative church body, in whom the burial 
ground is vested, and urge them to carry 
out the necessary repairs. The Board 
have not since received information that 
anything has been done, and they are not 
aware of any remedy in the matter unless 
the district council are prepared to take 
upon themselves the responsibility of 
executing the repairs needed. 


Labourers’ Cottages at Athenry. 

Mr. DUFFY (Galway, 8.) : To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland, whether the attention of the 
Local Government Board has been 
directed to a set of resolutions passed by 
the townspeople of Athenry on the 24th 
ultimo; is he aware that a mistake in 
the measurement of the labourers’ cottages 
has been discovered ; that the Antiquarian 
Society claim 22 feet of the gardens all 
about and around the old King’s Castle 
of Athenry, and that a drain, 16 feet 
wide and 90 feet long, also runs through 
the land on which one of the cottages has 
been built; and what steps do the 
Local Government Board propose to take 
in order to protect the rights of these 
labouring men. 


the parties and after inspection of the | 


plots. It is not proposed to make any 
alteration of the law as regards arbi- 
tration. 


Condition of Terryglass (County 
Tipperary) Graveyard. 


Mr. HOGAN (Tipperary, N.) : To ask | 


the Chief Secretary tothe Lord-Lieutenant 


of Ireland whether he will cause the Local | 


Government Board to institute an inquiry 
into the condition of the Terryglass, 
county ‘Tipperary, graveyard, now 
reduced to a commonage for cattle owing 
to the falling of the protecting wall, with 
the object of ascertaining who is respon- 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) T understand 
from the Local Government Board that 
representations to the effect stated in the 
_ Question were made some time ago to the 
district council, but it was found on 
investigation that these representations 
were not correct. The Town Tenants’ 
Association at Athenry has recently 
forwarded to the Board and to the dis- 
trict council a resolution on the subject. 
The council, having regard to the previous 
investigation, declined to take any further 
action in the matter, and the same view 
/was taken by the local Government 
| Board. 
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Purchases of Untenanted Land on the 
Cusack Estate. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N.) : 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he can 
now state the result of the negotiations 
by the Estates Commissioners for the 
purchase of the untenanted lands on the 
Cusack, county Longford, estate ; whether 
the solicitor in charge, Mr. Daniels, has 
made any further motion to delay sale ; 
and when a definite decision will be 
given. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) Tam informed 
that the Estates Commissioners’ offer for 
the purchase of this estate, including 
both the tenanted and untenanted land, 
has now been accepted by the Land Judge. 
The registrar of the court informs me 
that there are no grounds for the sugges- 
tion that the solicitor has endeavoured to | 
delay the sale. 





Distribution of Bog on the Granard 
Estate. 
Mr. J. P. FARRELL: To ask the} 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant | 
of Ireland whether any complaint has | 
reached the Land Commission as to dis- 
tribution of bog on the Granard estate ; 
whether in several cases tenants have 
been deprived of turbary guaranteed to | 
them under their vesting orders ; and, if 
so, will an inquiry be made by an inspec- 
tor as to their cases, and the possibilities 
of getting turbary supplies for them else- 
where on the same estate. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) I am afraid 
Ican add nothing to the very full reply | 
given by my right hon. friend the | 
Attorney-General for Ireland to the hon. | 
Member's Question of February 26th.t If | 
any tenant purchaser has been deprived | 
of his legal rights he has his remedy at | 
law. The Land Commissioners have, I | 
am informed, no power to intervene in| 
the matter with the object of procuring | 
turbary for the tenant purchasers, and | 
no purpose, therefore, would be served 
by their having an inquiry made. 


Elephant Marsh Game Reserve, Central 
Africa. 


Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) : 
To ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies whether, in view of the facts 
that the elephant marsh game reserve 
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extends up to Chironio town, which lions 
actually enter, so that the inhabitants go 
in fear of their lives ; that several lives 
have been lost ; that destruction of lions 
within the reserve is not permitted ; that 
game of the same class as is preserved in 
this reserve exists in other parts of the 
British Central Africa Protectorate, where 
also game reserves have been established ; 
that Chironio is a town growing in size, 
population, and importance ; that com- 
plaints do not proceed from local planters, 
but from the inhabitants of the town; 
that no claim is put forward, or applica- 
tion made, for any of the land included 
in the reserve for cultivation, or for 
speculative purposes; and whether, in 
view of these facts, and for the reason 
also that injudicious reservation is preju- 
dicial to the cause of game protection in 
Africa, the Government will consider the 
propriety of calling upon the Commis- 
sioner to amend the boundaries of the 
elephant marsh reserve, so as to remove 


(Questions. 


'it to a safe distance from the township 


of Chironio. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) As I in- 
formed my hon. friend on May 14th,} the 
Secretary of State has already addressed 
the Commissioner of the British Central 
Africa Protectorate on the subject re- 
ferred to in this Question, and he pro- 
poses to await the reply to his despatch 
before taking any further action. 


Kaffirs Employed in the Transvaal. 

Mr. LEA (St. Paneras, E.): To ask 
the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies if he will state the number of 
Kaflirs employed in the Transvaal Colony 
on May 3lst, 1906, by the Public Works 
Department, by the military authorities, 
in domestic service, and in trade generally 
respectively. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) The 
latest figures received of natives holding 
passports aad working in labour districts 
of the Transvaal are those for April 30th, 
which give 95,458 for mines and works, 
and 84,522 for other employ, but they 
do not show how this last number is 
distributed among various employments. 


Extension of Railway from Djibuti to 
Harrar. 


Mr. REES: To ask the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether he can 








t See (4) Debates, clii., 793. 
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make any communication to the House | 
regarding the extension inland of the 
railway from Djibuti to Harrar. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Secretary Sir Edward 
Grey.) The matter still being under 
negotiation, [ am unable at present to 
afford the hon. Member the desired 
information. 


Small Holdings Committee—Witnesses 
from Caithness. 

Mr. R. L. HARMSWORTH (Caith- 
ness-shire) : To ask the hon. Member for 
South Somerset, as representing the 
President of the Board of Agriculture, | 
if he will state the names of witnesses 
from Caithness who gave evidence before 
the departmental committee of the Board 
of Agriculture when in Scotland recently 
to inquire into the subject of small 
holdings ; if he will state the qualifica- 
tions of the witnesses to give evidence 
on the subject of small holdings ; whether 
the witnesses’ expenses were paid out of 
public moneys ; and whether any fees 
were received by the witnesses. 





(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 1 
have communicated with Lord Onslow, 
the chairman of the committee, and he 
desires me to say that the names of the 
witnesses referred to are Mr. John 
Miller, of Brabsterdorran, and Mr. James 
Nicolson, of Watten. Mr. Miller is a 
parish councillor, who rents a_ small 
holding and has made a lifelong study 
of the land question, and Mr, Nicolson 
is a factor who has the management of 
several estates on which a number of 
small holdings exist. No fees are paid 
to witnesses, but they receive their 
travelling expenses and subsistence allow- 
ance on ” the usual Treasury scale, the 
cost being defrayed from the Vote for 
Temporary Commissions. 


Cambridge Cottage, Kew. 

CapTaAIN BALFOUR (Middlesex, 
Hornsey): To ask the hon. Member for 
South Somerset, as representing the 
President of the Board of Agriculture, 
if he can state whether any steps will be 
taken during the present year to carry 
out the intention of the Government to 
utilise the house and grounds of Cam- 
bridge Cottage, Kew Gardens, as a 
museum illustrative of forestry, pomology, 
and the diseases of farm ‘and garden 
crops. 


{COMMONS} 





Questions. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
We have addressed representations on 
this subject to the Treasury, but our 
proposals have not been sanctioned, and 
I am afraid that there is no prospect of 


the necessary funds becoming available: 


during the present financial year, 


Return of Battleships. 

e Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis) : 

ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
whether he is aware that five battleships, 
which are described as first-class battle- 
ships in the recent Return (Fleets of the 
Powers) issued to Parliament, were, in 
the last Statement of Admiralty Policy, 


|issued by Lord Cawdor in November, 


1905, characterised as so defective that 
even if two millions were spent on them 
the nation would merely have acquired 
indifferent ships, three-quarters worn out, 
and so poorly protected as to be vulner- 
able to second-class cruisers ; and whether 
he can explain how these vessels came to 
be included in a Return which has heen 
widely quoted as showing our great 


| strength in first-class battleships. 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 
Ships whose armaments have not been 
surrendered or reduced are classified in 
this Return as heretofore. 


American Gambling Operations in Tin— 
Danger to Home Trade. 

Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick) : To 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
whether he is aware that, owing to 
American gambling in warrants in tin 
in London, a corner was lately formed 
and the price thereby artificially raised 
to £203 per ton, thus entailing loss to 
British manufacturers in Birmingham, 
the Midlands, and South Wales, and 
that, owing to the action of a bear clique 
in London, the corner has collapsed and 
the price has already declined in a state 
of panic some £29 per ton, or to £174, 


thereby again disorganising the whole 
trade, besides jeopardising the newly 


developed mining industry in Cornwall ; 
and whether he can state what steps His 
Majesty’s Government intend to take in 
order to prevent a recurrence of these 
gambling operations, with the object of 
protecting legitimate commerce and home 
industries. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyl-George.) Tam 


aware that the price of tin in London 
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rose from £160 5s. per ton at the end 
of 1905, to £213 at May 15th, 1906. 
Since that date the price has declined 
almost continuously, and on June 28th, 
it stood at £177 15s. Both the rise and 
fall appear to be due to a combination 
of causes among which no doubt specula- 
tion has been an important factor, Other 
causes are the state of the world’s supply 
and stocks of tin, and. the conditions 
prevailing in the tinplate trade. I do 
not consider that any steps could usefully 
be taken by His Majesty’s Government 
in this matter. 


Great Southern and Western Railway 
Company and Mr. Peter Dowling’s 
Water Supply. 

Mr. DELANY (Queen's County, 
Ossory): To ask the President of the 
Board of Trade whether he is aware that 
the Great Southern and Western Rail- 
way Company have been in the habit 


of cutting away the water supply from | 


the mill of Mr. Peter Dowling, Straboe, 
Maryborough, Queen’s County, which 
passes under their line, causing loss and 
inconvenience to the millowner and his 
customers, which they decline to pay 
compensation for; and will he see that 
this practice on the part of the railway 
company is discontinued. 


(Aaswered hy Mr, Lloyd-George.) My 


attention had not previously been called | 


to the matter referred to by the hon. 
Member, but it is not one in which the 
Board of Trade appear to have any 
power to intervene. 


Danger from Sparks from Engines on the 


Great Southern and Western Railway 
(Ireland). 


Mr. DELANY: To ask the President | 


of the Board of Trade whether he is 
aware that extensive damage has been 
done to residents along the Great 


Southern and Western Railway (Ireland) | 
in consequence of sparks flying from | 


their engines igniting hay, straw, and 
dwelling-houses situated adjacent to the 


line; whether he is aware that the | 


company are using new and powerful 


locomotives, without the necessary safe- | 
guards to control sparks being attached ; 


and will he see that proper restrictions 
shall be enforced to protect the property 
of those living along the line. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) No | 


complaint of the damage referred to by 
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the hon. Member has been received by 
the Board of Trade, but in any case the 
Department have no powers which would 
enable them to take the action suggested. 


Questions. 


State Grant to Catholic Elementary 
Schools in Manchester, Preston, 
Southampton, and Bristol. 

Mr. C. J. ODONNELL (Newington,,. 
Walworth): To ask the Secretary to the 
Board of Education whether he can state 
what is the amount per child of State 
grant and of rate aid for Catholic elemen- 
tary schools of Manchester, Preston, 
Southampton, and Bristol for the last 
ended financial year. 








(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Board 
have no information as to the sums spent 
/upon voluntary schools (as distinct from 
the council schools) from the rates. The 
gross annual expenditure per child on 
|maintenance in respect of council and 


| voluntary schools taken together, during 
the most recent year for which figures 
are available, was in Manchester £4 4s. 0d., 
in Preston £2 9s. 7d., in Southampton 
£4 6s. 1ld., and in Bristol £3 12s. 1d. 
| These figures include the amounts con- 
tributed from Exchequer grants and from 
the rates, and from other sums, if any, 
received from fees, or endowments, or 
other sources. So far as can be gathered 
'from the records, the total Exchequer 


| grants, including the special aid grant 
under Section 10 of The Education Act, 
1902, paid in respect of the same year, 
| amounted, so far as the Catholic schools 
| only in these towns are concerned, to an 
average of £1 19s. 74d. per child in the 
case of the twenty-five Catholic schools 
in Manchester, taken together; to 
£2 (s. 9d. in the case of the seven 
Catholie schools in Preston ; to £1 19s. 9d. 
in the case of the two Catholic schools 
in Southampton; and to £2 Os. 64d. in 
the case of the five Catholic schools in: 
Bristol. 


| Pensions Withheld from Inmates of Irish 
Lunatic Asylums. 

Mr. COGAN (Wicklow, E.): To ask 
the Secretary to the Treasury whether 
he has, as promised, looked into the 
question of pensions withheld from the 
inmates of Irish lunatic asylums, and if 
he is now able to state that a sum 
equivalent to the amount so withheld 
will be paid into the local taxation 
‘account, or to make the pensions payable 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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‘to the persons who are dependent on the 
pensioners. 





Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) 1 have 
looked into this question, and I find that 
no pensions have been withheld from the 
inmates of Irish lunatic asylums, which 
could legally have been paid to them. 
After making the deduction, if any, 
necessitated explicitly by Section 7 of 
the Superannuation Act of 1887, the net 
pension is paid to the local authority 
which is responsible for the maintenance 
of the pensioner in the asylum. If it 
is more than sufficient to cover the cost 
of his maintenance therein, the balance, 
after deducting the cost of such main- 
tenance, is paid to his representatives. 


Loans Under the Housing of the Working 
Class Act. 

Mr. ARMITAGE (Leeds, Central) : 
To ask the President of the Local Gov- 
ernment Board what loans have been 
allowed during the last two years under 
the Housing of the Working Class Act 
repayable over eighty years. 


(Answered by Mr, John Burns.) ‘The 
number of loans of the kind referred to 
in the Question is twenty-two, and they 
amount to the sum of £258,962. I shall 
be happy to give my hon. friend a list 
of them if he so desires. I may add that 
the number above stated is exclusive of 
several loans which comprise not only 
items of expenditure for which eighty 
years would be allowed, but also other 
items for which a shorter term would 
be granted. In such cases an equated 
period of less than eighty years has been 
fixed for the repayment of the whole 
loan. 


Assaults by Natives on British Soldiers 
Stationed in the Himalayas 

Mr. REES: To ask the Secretary of 
State for India whether he will com- 
municate to the House any particulars 
regarding assaults alleged to have been 
committed this summer by natives of 
India upon British soldiers occupying 
stations in the Himalayas. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Morley.) I 
regret to have no information available, 
but will address the Government of India 
on the subject. 


{COMMONS} 
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Questions. 

Harbour Improvements at Wicklow, 

rklow, and Portavogie. 

Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, S.): 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland what progress has 
been made with the work of harbour 
improvements at Wicklow, Arklow, and 
Portavogie, for which provision was made 
in the Vote for the Ireland Development 
Grant of 1905-6. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) In each of 
the cases mentioned further progress 
awaits action by the local bodies 
concerned. Wicklow: The sum _ of 
£10,000 as a maximum is to be paid 
to local authorities undertaking the works, 
subject to the approval by Government 
of the plans, and to the certificate of the 
Government engineer as to the execution 
of the works. Arklow: The Government 
await the receipt from the Harbour Board 
of plans and estimates for the proposed 
works. Portavogie : The County Council 
of Down have submitted plans and esti- 
mates for a scheme entirely different 
from that originally proposed by them 
and accepted by the right hon. Gentleman 
when in office. This fact was pointed out 
to the Council on 16th May last, but no 
further communication has yet been 
received from them, 


Mullaranny and Belmullet Railway—In- 
tention of the Government. 

Mr. WALTER LONG: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he is now able to make 
an announcement respecting theintentions 
of the Government as to the construction 
of a line of railway between Mullaranny 
and Belmullet ? 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) 1am not at 
present in a position to make any state- 
ment on this subject which, owing to the 
number of alternative schemes and the 
difficulty of finding funds, is one of great 
complexity. 


Extension of Cavan and Leitrim Railway. 

Mr. WALTER LONG: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he is in a position to 
make a statement with respect to the ex- 
tensions of the Cavan and Leitrim railway, 
for which provision was made in the Vote 
for the Ireland Development Grant of 
1905-6. 
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(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) understand 
that progress in this matter has been 


Questions. 


interrupted by local opposition, which | 
has manifested itself in an expressed | 


intention on the part of the County 


Council to oppose the necessary legislation | 


to be promoted by the railway company. 
In these circumstances the Government, 
while regretting the interruption in the 
progress of what they regard as a useful 
scheme, are unable to interfere. 


Hillas Estate, Templeboy—Case of 
Patrick Foley. 

Mr. P. A. MCHUGH: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
ot Ireland whether the purchase of the 
Hillas estate, Templeboy, county Sligo, 


has been completed ; whether he is aware | 


that a tenant on this estate named Patrick 
Foley, of Dunowla, Templeboy, is being 
threatened with eviction for non-payment 


of £11 10s., one and a-half year’s rent, by | 


the agent on this estate, Mr. Richard 
Robinson, of Sligo, unless he agrees to 


purchase at a price fixed by the agent; | 


that this tenant was evicted in 1895, and 
his house thrown down, and afterwards 
admitted as a future tenant on payment 


of £67 2s. ld. by himself and a brother | 


in America; and whether he will ask 
the Estates Commissioners to investigate 
the case of this tenant, with a view to 
prevent undue pressure being put upon 
him by the agent 4 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that the origi- 
nating application for the sale of this 


estate was lodged on the 11th April last, | 
and will be dealt with in its order of | 
The Commissioners have no! 


priority. 
knowledge of the circumstances mentioned 
in the Question, but, before sanctioning 
the advances applied for, the Commis- 
sioners will duly inquire into the cireum- 
stances under which no __ purchase 
agreement has been lodged in the case of 
Patrick Foley, a tenant on the estate. 


Purchase of Errieff Grazing Farm. 
Dr. AMBROSE (Mayo, W.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether negotiations are going 
on between a grazier and the owner of a 
grazing farm ealled Errietf, on the Phibbs 


estate in the parish of Keelogues, near | 


Castlebar, county Mayo, with a view to 
*he purchase of this farm ; is he aware of 
the number of many small uneconomic 
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| holdings in the vicinity of this farm ; and 
will he see that it is purchased, either by 
the Congested Districts Board or the 
Estates Commissioners, for the benefit of 
those people who live on uneconomic 
holdings. 


(uestions. 


| 
| 
| (Answered by Mr. Bryce.) I have no 
information as to any negotiations for 
purchase which may be proceeding in this 
| case. The property has not been offered 
| to the Congested Districts Board, but the 
Board will, at their next meeting, consider 
the question whether they should make 
an offer for purchase. 


Suggested Withdrawal of Grant from 
Roughfort School. 

Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
{that the Templepatrick and Mallusk 
national schools are within one mile from 
Roughfort school; and whether, in view 
| of this fact, he will consider the advisa 
bility, in the interests of economy, of 
recommending the withdrawal of the 
: grant from Roughfort school. 


(Answered hy Mr. Bryce.) The Commis- 
| sioners of National Education inform me 
| that the question of the necessity for 
| Roughfort national school has already 
| been under their consideration, but in 
view of the recent increase in the average 
attendance, they have decided to take no 
action for the present. The attendance 
for the quarter ended 31st March last was 
36. 


} 


Dismissal of Teacher of Roughfort 
National School. 

Mr. SLOAN : To ask the Chief Secre- 

'tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 

| if he can state why the teacher of Rough- 

| fort national school, county Antrim, is 

| being dismissed by the manager. 

} 


| (Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Com- 

| missioners of National Education have no 

| information on this subject. 

| Damage to Rathlin Island Fishing Ground 
y Steam Trawlers. 

Mr. GLENDINNING (Antrim, N.) ; 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
'aware that damage is being done to the 
| Rathlin Island fishing by steam trawlers 

trawling quite close to the island; and 
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whether he will take any measures to 
prevent this practice being carried on in 
future } 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Depart- 
ment of Agriculture have received no 
complaints on this subject, and are not 
aware that damage is being done. Should 
any facts be brought to their notice 
showing the necessity for investigation, 
they will deal promptly with the matter. 


Increment for Teacher of Scartaglen 
National School, County Kerry. 

Mr. MURPHY (Kerry, E.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland what is the 
cause of delay in intimating to the 
teachers of Scartaglen national school, 
county Kerry, Roll No. 8184, the 
granting of increments of good service 
salary, seeing that they are entitled to 
the same by the annual examination 
reports for the last three years, the same 
describing the school as good, very good, 
and excellent. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Commis- 
sioners of National Education inform me 
that the question of granting increments 
of continued good service salary is at 
present under their consideration. In 
the particular cases referred to, the 
decision of the Commissioners will be 
announced at an early date. 


South African Mineowners and Payment 
of the War Debt. 

Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick): To 
ask the First Lord of the Treasury 
whether he is aware that the president 
of the responsible Government Associa- 
tion declared recently, at a meeting held 
in Johannesburg, that he had reliable 
information that the mine magnates 
wished to control the country for five 
years, during which time they intended 
to import thousands of free Chinese 
to extract the last ounce of gold from 
the mines, and then to retire and 
leave the Colony burdened with debt 
and swamped with Chinamen; and 
whether the Government will take 
measures to enforce the payment of the 
guarantee given by the mineowners to 
meet war expenses, 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) 1 have 
read in the newspapers that such a 
statement was made and immediately 
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Questions. 


contradicted. The undertaking given 
by certain mineowners was not a guaran. 
tee to pay, but only a guarantee 
to underwrite £10,000,000 of a loan to 
be raised by the Transvaal Government 
when the market conditions were favour- 
able. Any such war contribution would, 
of course, need to be voted by the new 
Legislature under responsible govern- 
ment. 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


Overtime in the Royal Dockyards. 

Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis) : I beg 
to ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
whether the decision to avoid working 
overtime as much as possible in the Royal 
dockyards will in any way alter the policy 
of the Admiralty, as outlined in Lord 
Cawdor’s statement of Admiralty policy, 
of completing four armoured ships in 
the year, and more if Foreign Powers 
increased their programmes. 


*THE SECRETARY To tHe ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr. EpMuND Rosertson, Dun- 
dee): The question of overtime will not 
affect the policy adopted as regards new 
construction. 


New German Battleships—Cost of 
un Armaments. 


Mr. RIDSDALE (Brighton): I beg 
to ask the Secretary to the Amiralty 
what is the estimated cost of the gun 
armament of the new German battleships, 
as laid down in the German Navy 
Estimates. 


*Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON : The 
total sum appearing in the German Navy 
Estimates under the heading Gun Arma- 
ment is £660,470 per ship. This would 
appear to include, however, not merely 
guns, but mountings and armour. The 
Admiralty have no further detailed in- 
formation. 


Mr. COWAN (Surrey, Guildford) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
Admiralty whether the Admiralty adhere 
to the description of the two new German 
battleships, given in the Return of Fleets, 
No. 129, issued last May, as designed 
to have a displacement of 17,710 tons 
and an armament of eight 11 inch and 
twelve 7°5 inch guns, 
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*Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON : The | 
Admiralty have no later definite informa- | 
tion regarding these battleships. 


Trades Union Rate of Wages in Royal 
Dockyards. 

Mr. JENKINS (Chatham): I beg to 
ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
whether in view of the intention of the) 
Government to recognise the trade union 
rate of wages in the dockyards, and in 
view of the Admiralty having received a 
petition from the men on the subject, it | 
is the intention of the Admiralty to act 
up to that intention, and when ! 


*Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON : The 
Admiralty have received, and are now 
considering, a large number of petitions 
from the dockyards. These petitions 
will be dealt with in the spirit of my 
statement in the course of the debate on 
Ist March,7 but it is not at present 
possible to say how soon such changes as 
may be necessary will take effect. 


Chatham Dockyard. 


Mr. JENKINS: I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Admiralty what is the 
area of the land covered by the Govern- 
ment dockyard at Chatham, and the 
estimated value thereof, the number of 
and estimated value of the building 
slipways, the capacities and estimated 
value of the floating and dry docks, and 
the estimated value of all the machinery 
and buildings. 


*Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON: The 
area covered by the dockyard proper may 
be taken as approximately 500 acres. 
The building slipways are four in number, 
and there are three basins and eight 
docks, a detailed statement of the 
dimensions of which I propose to send to 
the hon. Member. No precise valuation 
of this property is possible, and even a 
rough estimate would require considerable 
time and labour to compile. 


Rosyth. 

Mr. YOUNGER (Ayr Burghs) : I beg 
to ask the Secretary to the Admiralty, 
when he proposes to make a statement as 
to the policy of the Government in the 
matter of Rosyth. 
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(Questions. 


*Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON: I 
shall not be in a position to make any 


'statement on the subject during the 


present session. 


Mr. YOUNGER: Are we to under 
stand the right hon. Gentleman adheres 
to the statement of policy he made in 
March last. ? 


*Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON : Iam 
unable to add anything to what I said 
then. 


Mr. YOUNGER: But you withdraw 
nothing ? 


[No Answer was returned. | 


H.M.S. ‘‘ Montagu.” 


Mr. BELLAIRS: I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Admiralty, when the 
Board expect to get the “ Montagu” off 
the rocks ; what ships are to be employed 
in bringing the floating dock from 
Bermuda for purposes of docking her ; 
and whether the Board are still satisfied, 
in view of the strains to which the ship 
has been subjected, that the expenditure 
on salving and repair will be justified. 


*Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON : The 
date cannot be given as it must necessarily 
be affected largely by the state of the 
weather. There has never been any 
intention of bringing home the dock 
named for the purpose indicated. The 
reply to the last part of the Question is 
in the affirmative. 


Commutation of Army Pensions. 

Mr. BARKER (Penryn and Fal- 
mouth): [ beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for War whether, while a retired 
commissioned officer may commute part 
of his pension as early as forty years of 
age, and a pensioned non-commissioned 
officer or man at fifty, a retired warrant 
officer is debarred this privilege until he 
attains the age of fifty-five ; and whether, 
in view of the fact that non-commissioned 
officers and warrant officers on returning 
to civil life are often seriously handi- 
capped for want of means to make a 
start in business for themselves, he will 
cause the regulation regarding the 
commutation of pensions to be amended. 





+ See (4) Debates, clii., 1372-5, 
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THe SECRETARY ror WAR (Mr. 
HALDANE, Haddington): Some relaxa- 
tion has recently been allowed in regard 
to the age at which retired officers are 
permitted to commute a portion of their 
retired pay, and I should like to make a 
somewhat similar concession in the case 
of retired warrant and non-commissioned 
otticers and soldiers, where commutation 
was clearly to their advantage. The 
subject of commutation generally, how- 
ever, is not altogether free from difficulty, 
and at present | can only say that I have 
it under my consideration. 


(Questions. 


3rd Infantry Brigade, Aldershot— 
D. Bremner’s Deferred Pay 

*Mr. CLAVELL SALTER (Hants, 
Basingstoke): I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for War whether his attention 
has been called to the case of D. Bremner, 
late corporal in charge of the Medica 
Inspection Room, 3rd Infantry Brigade, 
Aldershot, who was discharged from the 
Army on February 6th, 1906, after 
twenty-four and a half years service, 
without receiving the deferred pay to 
which he became entitled on his discharge ; 
whether he is aware that Bremner’s 
deferred pay was withheld from him upon 
the alleged ground that he was only a 
private and had improperly drawn 
corporal’s pay from November Ist, 
1902 until January 31st, 1906; and 
whether, seeing that bremner was 
appointed corporal by the colonel com- 
manding the 42nd Regimental District in 
July, 1901, and thereafter until the date 
of his discharge continuously performed 
corporal’s duties and was allowed to wear 
corporal’s uniform, and in view of the 
fact that his pay as corporal was always 
passed by the Pay Office, he will state 
what justification exists for withholding 
the sum due. 


Mr. HALDANE: This case was de- 
cided locally in the Aldershot Command, 
and I am having inquiries made about it. 


Training of Irish Army Candidates. 

Captain CRAIG (Down, E.): I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether he is aware that owing to the 
absence of Volunteer regiments in 
Ireland in which Army candidates from 
the universities could get military train- 
ing, as they do in England and Scotland, 


provision was made more than a year ago | 
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whereby Irish candidates were nominally 
gazetted to Militia regiments without 
being required to join them ; that further 
regulations were made whereby applica- 
tions were made by the colonels of such 
Militia regiments to the commanding 
officers of Regular regiments for the 
admission of such candidates to training 
with the Regulars, and that this was done 
without trouble to the candidates or 
universities, and has worked well for the 
last eighteen months; will he explain 
why this arrangement has been upset by 
the War Ofiice authorities, who now 
require Irish Army candidates to sign 
and fill up forms necessary in the case of 
those who purpose joining the Militia, 
involving details and certificates, bap- 
tismal and otherwise, with medical 
certificates, and involving expense for no 
useful purpose, as these forms, or analo- 
gous ones, must be afterwards filled and 
sent in before admission to the Army : 
and will he do away with these details, 
and revert to the arrangements which 
were approved of by the Commander-in- 
Chief in Ireland, and which have hitherto 
worked well. 


Mr. HALDANE: The facts of the 
case are not accurately stated. Formerly 
a university candidate had first to become 
a Militia officer and then to apply through 
his Militia, Yeomanry, or Volunteer 
commanding Officer to be attached to a 
Regular unit. In order to save him the 
trouble of applying through several 
authorities, and largely on account of the 
representations of the Provost of Trinity 
College, Dublin, arrangements were made 
whereby, if not already holding a commis- 
sion in the Auxiliary Forces, he could 
apply through his university authorities 
direct to the War Office—(v) to be given 
a commission on the Unattached List of 
the Auxiliary Forces, and () to be 
attached to a Regular unit. On 
receipt of such application all further 
arrangements are made by the War 
Oftice. This arrangement was made by 
the War Office, not by the Commander-in- 
Chief in Ireland, who has no authority 
to make such arrangements. It applies 
equally to all universities whether in 
Ireland or elsewhere. The present pro- 
cedure is thus the simplest that could be 
devised. To fill in a simple form is a 


small matter for a gentleman who desires 
the honour of receiving His Majesty’s 
Commission in the Auxiliary Forces, with 
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a view to being attached to, and com- | the victim unable to work; that the 
manding men in, a Regular unit, and | coolie said he received only one slight 
subsequently obtaining a commission in a | blow, and that his evidence was corro- 
Regular unit. A medical certificate of | borated by other coclies; whether he 
fitness is always required before a com- | has official information showing that the 
mission is given in the Auxiliary Forces. | magistrate said that the charge brought 
This certificate may save a candidate, who | by Radcliffe was gross perjury, and the 
would be rejected by the final Medical | case concocted by him ; and, seeing that 
Board, from subsequent disappointment, | Mr. Jamieson was discharged and Rad- 


Questions. Questions. 

















and from the expense of attachment. 


Army Nursing Service. 
Mr. MORTON (Sutherland) : 


in the Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Mili- 
tary Nursing Service, seeing that the 
numbers employed in military hospitals 
are far in excess of the requirements of 
the sick, and that much public money 
could be thereby saved. 


Mr. HALDANE: 
the (ueen 


The establishment 


of Alexandra’s Imperial 


Military Nursing Service was fixed to | 


provide for the efficient nursing of the 
sick in military hospitals at home aud 
abroad, and to establish in connection 
with these hospitals nurse training schools 
for the men of the Royal Army Medical 
Corps. Increased responsibilities in both 
respects have been delegated to the 
nursing service. ‘The distribution of the 
staffs has been decided upon by the civil 
matrons of the Nursing Board, and all 
matters relating to Army nursing form 
the subjects of recommendation by that 
Board, and is not, in the opinion of my 
expert advisers, in excess of the require- 
ments. It must be remembered that the 
standards of the medical care and treat- 
ment which are requisite for the sick have 
risen during the last few years, and that 
the improvement is resulting not only in 
more humane methods, but in a saving of 
public money which is not less substantial 
because it is indirect. 


Cason Mine Manager. 

Sir JOHN KENNAWAY (Devon- | 
shire, Honiton) : I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies | 
whether his attention has heen called to | 
the fact that Mr. Jamieson, compound | 
manager of the Cason mine, was charged | 
at Boksburg Court on the 25th instant | 
with flogging a Chinaman ; that Thomas | 
Radcliffe. who was the chief witness, | 
swore that Jamieson administered twenty- 
five blows with great cruelty, rendering | 





I beg | 
to ask the Secretary of State for War | 
whether he proposes to make reductions | 


| country ? 


cliffe arrested in court for perjury and 
removed to gaol, he will state by whose 
authority the prosecution of Mr. Jamie- 
son was authorised. 


*THE UNDER-SECRETARY For THE 
COLONIES (Mr. CHurcHILL, Man- 
chester, N. W.) ; | have already informed 
the hon. Member for Great Yarmouth in 
reply to a (Question on Thursday last? 
that a report upon the case has been 
called for by telegraph and will reach us 
by mail. 


*Sirn JOHN KENNAWAY : And will 
the hon. Gentleman inquire who 
forwarded Radeliife’s affidavit to the 
authorities ? 


*Mr. CHURCHILL: Yes. 


Mr. GIBBs (Bristol, W.): I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies whether he has any official 
information showing that in the case of 
Mr. Jamieson, charged at the Boksburg 
Court on June 25th, the magistrate said 
that the witness Radcliffe had committed 
perjury, and that he ought to be prose- 
cuted ; and whether, if that is so, it is 
intended to proceed against this witness 
for perjury. 


*Mr. CHURCHILL: No official inform- 


ation has yet been received, but a 
telegram has been sent asking for 


| particulars. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER: Will the 


/hon. Gentleman make some inquiry into 


of this Radcliffe in this 
Did he not offer his services 
to each Party alike at the last General 
Election either to support or condemn 
Chinese Labour ? 


the career 


Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD 
(Leicester) : Is the hon. Gentleman aware 
that Mr. Radcliffe has personally stated 
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to Members of this House that that 
statement about him is absolutely false 4 


Questions. 





Sir GILBERT PARKER: It is-abso- 
lutely true. 


Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONA 
is not. 


*Mr. CHURCHILL: It would be most 
improper for me to pronounce any 
opinion on the character of the man 
whose name has been mentioned. 


LD: It! 


Ceylon Pearl Fisheries. 

Mr. MENZIES (Lanarkshire, 8.): I 
beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies seeing that the profits of 
the Ceylon Government Pearl Fisheries 
were £150,000 for last year, and that 
Professor Herdmann believed that the 
amount of profit would be very large in 
future years, why the Government 
accepted £20,666 rental per annum for a 
lease of twenty years without asking or 
advertising for tenders. 


*Mr. CHURCHILL: I can only refer 
the hon. Member to the replies which I 
have recently given to similar Questions 
in the House, and in which I have stated 
what I understand to be the reasons 
that actuated the late Government in the 
course which they adopted. 


Mr. MENZIES: Does the hon. Gentle- 
man consider an adequate consideration is 
given in rental ? 


*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member 
is now asking as to a matter of opinion. 


Mr. J. D. WHITE (Dumbartonshire) : 
I beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies in view of the fact that, 
after the close of the 1905 season, the 
Ceylon Government Pearl Fisheries were 
leased to a private company for twenty 
years at a rent equivalent to £20,666 a 
year, how that annual rent compares with 
the annual revenue derived by the Ceylon 
Government from these pearl fisheries in 
the years 1903, 1904, and 1905, respec- 
tively ; and what was the amount of that 
revenue for each of those three years. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: 


to state the exact figures from the informa- 
tion available here, but, as nearly as I can 
estimate them, the net receipts were, in 
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1903 Rs. 630,000 (£42,000), in 1904 
Rs. 915,000 (£61,000), and in 1905 


| Rs. 2,300,000 (£153,300). Iam bound to 
F add that the results of these three years, 
|in each of which there was a successful, 
| and in the last a record fishery, do not of 
themselves afford a basis for computing 
| what would be a fair rental, and that the 
rent payable by the company under their 
lease is roughly the average net revenue 
obtained over a period of twenty years 
including and ending with 1905, during 
which there were twelve years in which 
the fishery failed altogether. 


Mr. J. D. WHITE: Is the hon. 
Gentleman aware that Professor Herd- 
mann, the expert, has expressed an opinion 
that as things stand now—— 


*Mr. SPEAKER: Notice should be 


given of that Question. 


Native Labour for the Transvaal Mines. 

Mr. MACKARNESS (Berkshire, New- 
bury): I beg to ask the Under-Secretary 
of State for the Colonies whether his 
attention has been called to a statement, 
recently published in Johannesburg by 
the Transvaal Mines Labour Company, 
that an adequate supply of Native labour 
could be obtained so as to gradually rid 
the Colony of Chinese labour, that the 
company had a well-planned organisation. 
and had secured the services of men 
thoroughly familiar with recruiting work 
in South Africa, that it was prepared to 
supply at once, as a first instalment, 
5,000 Kaffirs for the mines, and also to 
deposit £5,000 as security for the due 
performance of the contract ; and whether, 
under these circumstances, His Majesty’s 
Government will take all such measures 
as may be necessary under the terms otf 
the modus vivendi between this Country 
and Portugal to remove the interdict 
which has been placed by the Portuguese 
authorities upon the recruiting of Native 
labour on the East Coast of Africa by 
any other persons than those employed 
by the Witwatersrand Native Labour 
Association. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: 
statement to this effect. I would refer 
my hon. friend to my Answer to a 
Question by the hon. Member for Chester 
on June 1&th,+ as well as to the speech of 


I have seen a 





+See 4 Debates, elviii., 1363. 
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Secretary of State made in another place 
on Friday last, wherein it has been made 
clear that His Majesty’s Government are | 
willing to permit and facilitate the re- | 
cruiting of Kaffirs by other bodies besides | 
the Witwatersrand Native Labour Asso- | 
ciation provided that their reputation 
and responsibility are established. Com- | 
munications are even now proceeding in | 
that intention both with Lord Selborne 

and with the Foreign Office. 


Questions. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend): | 
Does the hon. Gentleman intend to ex- 
clude private recruiting ? Is he acquainted 
with the character of the Transvaal | 
Labour Mines Company ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Yes, Sir. I have 
a good deal of information about that. 
It is not the intention of the Government 
to re-institute open recruiting, but we are 
prepared to secure equal treatment for 
every responsible body. 


*Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) : 
May I ask if, in carrying out this policy, 
the Government will bear in mind the 
fact that recruiting in Tropical Central 
Africa is exceedingly fatal to the coolies 
who go to the Rand and of very little | 
advantage to the mining industry ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I 
reason to believe that it 
continued. 


have 
will 


every 
be dis- 


The Repatriated Chinese Coolies. 

Mr. LONSDALE, (Armagh, Mid.) : I 
heg to ask the Under-Necretary of State 
for the Colonies whether the twelve 
coolies who have applied for repatriation 
have been returned to China, and, if not. 
whether the Government will consider | 
the desirability of commissioning them to 
explain to their compatriots in the mines | 
the new proposals for inducing coolies to 
embrace the means of escape from their | 
present condition. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: As these coolies | 
have already returned to China my 
honourable friend’s solicitude is too late. 


Military Operations in Nigeria. 
_Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the | 
Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether he has any information 
as to recent military operations against 
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natives in Nigeria ; and whether the un 
rest is due to the circulation of seditious 
matter among the Mussulman population. 


(Questions. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Secretary 


of State has received full reports from 


|Sir Frederic Lugard as to the recent 


military operations near Sokoto and at 
Hadeija in Northern Nigeria. There is 
no reason to suppose that the hostile 
certain sections of the 
Mussulman population was due to the 
circulation of seditious matter. No 
taken 
place recently in parts of Nigeria where 
the population is Mussulman. 


South African Import Duties. 
Mr. STUART SAMUEL (Tower 


| Hamlets, Whitechapel): I beg toask the 


Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 


| whether he is aware that under the Pro- 


visional South African Customs Union 
Convention, it is proposed to tax second- 
hand clothing, largely exported from the 
East End of London, to the extent of from 
150 to 400 per cent. as compared with a 
present charge of 10 per cent. ad/ valorem, 
less a preferential rebate of 24 per cent. ; 
and if he will represent in the proper 


quarter the desirability of a reduction in 


this duty. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Secretary of 
State is aware that the duty has been 
increased from 10 per cent. ad valorem less 
a preferential rebate of 24 per cent. to 2s. 
for each article of clothing. As the 
provisional convention has now been 
ratified by the Colonial legislatures, I do 
not consider that the requested repre- 


'sentation would be likely to serve any 


useful purpose. 


The Court Martial on Natal Natives. 
Mr. MACKARNESS: I beg to ask 
the Under-Secretary of State for the 


| Colonies whether, as soon as the rebellion 


in Natal is over, His Majesty's Govern- 
ment will remove their objection to the 
publication of the evidence upon which 
twelve British subjects were recently con- 
victed of a capital offence and executed. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Yes, Sir; it will 
be both convenient and desirable to 
publish the evidence in question when the 
present period of danger and unrest shall 
have ended. 
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Shanghai Administration. 

Mr. D. DAVIES (Montgomeryshire) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs what steps he proposes 
to take for the reorganisation of the 
administration of Shanghai: whether in 
view of the refusal on the part of 
the Chinese authorities to come to 
an agreement with the representatives 
vf England, Germany, and the United 
States as to the procedure of the Mixed 
Court, he will inform the House if the 
assessors are exclusively bound by the 
Regulations of 1869 ; and whether practice 
and precedent settled since that date are 
to be entirely ignored. 


THE SECRETARY or STATE For 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Sir Epwarp 
GREY, Northumberland Berwick): No 
steps for the reorganisation of the 


administration of the International 
Settlement at Shanghai are in contempla- 
tion. It would not be correct to say 
that the Chinese Authorities have refused | 


to come to an agreement as to the 
procedure of the Mixed Court. Negotia- 


tions are proceeding as to the proposed 
amendments to the Court rules, and 
although no final result has been attained, 
we understand that considerable progress 
has been made. Meanwhile, I am in- 
formed that the Mixed Court is being 
administered as hitherto in accordance 
with practice and precedent. 


The Denshawi Executions. 

Mr. REDDY (King’s County, Birr) : I 
heg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether he is aware 
that whilst one of the Egyptian natives 
was being hanged at Denshawi, on June 
28th, two others were flogged within 
view of the gallows; that a large multi- 
tude, including women, were looking on ; 
and that the flogging caused horrible 
cries; and will he say whether the 
sentences were carried out under the 
supervision of Captain Machell, adviser 
to the Egyptian Minister of the Interior ; 
and is Captain Machell a British officer. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: In consequence 
of the statement which has appeared in 
the Press, I have asked for a full Report 
of how the sentences were carried out, 
with special reference to the points 
named in this and other Questions. 


Meanwhile, I cannot say anything as to 
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Questions. 


who was primarily responsible for carry- 
ing out the sentences. 


Mr. REDDY : Will that brute Machel] 
be kept in the service ? 


Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.) asked if the 
Answer applied to all the Questions on 
this subject. 


Srr EDWARD GREY: I have, as a 
matter of fact, prepared Answers which 
give some pieces of information, but 
practically my Answer covers all the 
Questions. 





| Mr. REDDY: Are you going to cloak 
this man? You talk about the Congo 
| horrors. 





Mr. MYER (Lambeth, N.): Are the 
| reports in the Press substantially true / 
| Sim EDWARD GREY: T have asked 
| for a full Report of all the circumstances 
‘of the case. I may say I assume there 
can be only one impression produced by 
the details as they appeared in the news- 
papers, and [| think it most desirable 
instead of dealing with the matter 
piecemeal we should have the full Report. 
When that Report has been received | 
shall be prepared to lay it before the 
House. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 
S.) asked if the information would be 
sent by cable. 


Str EDWARD GREY: Considering 
the number of points raised, it is thought 
best to have a Report sent by Mail. 


Mr. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal Green, 
S.W.) asked if the Report would be re- 
ceived before the Foreign Office Vote 
would be taken. 


Sir EDWARD GREY : Ido not think 
it is possible to have it by Thursday. 


Mr. DILLON: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman consider the desirability of 
having the Vote postponed or the Report 
sent by telegraph It would be unfair to 
deny the House the only opportunity for 
considering the Report. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: I recognise 
the importance of the matter, but I think 





Ce Pe 








Pot ae ea ae 























1413 


Questions. 


not connected with this for discussion on 
the Vote. My object is to give full 
information, and when I have laid Papers 
before the House opportunity will be 
found for discussion. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.): We 
want the opportunity to compare the 
Congo administration with our adminis- 
tration in other parts of Africa. 


Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON (Northumber- 
land, Tyneside): I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether he has any official information 
showing that the late Captain Bull, whose 
death followed on the recent affray at 
Denshawi, really died of heat apoplexy. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: I have no 
information as to the precise cause of 
death. This is a point which will no 
doubt appear in the evidence for which | 
have already asked. 


Mr. J. D. WHITE (Dumbartonshire) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether the hanging of | 
certain natives, and the flogging of | 
certain other natives, at Denshawi on | 
June 28th, were of a public character ; 
whether some hundreds of natives, men 
and women, were present as spectators ; 
and, if so, whether steps will be taken 
to have the execution of any such 
sentences in Egypt conducted in accord- 
ance with the usage of civilised nations, 


Sik EDWARD GREY : The sentences 
were ordered to be carried out in public 


on the scene of the outrage. When I 
have received the full report, the 
question of whether such executions | 


should take place in public will be | 
considered. 


Mr. DILLON asked whether the | 
proceedings were arranged with the | 
approval of the British Consul and | 


Agent-General ; if so, were they ap-| 
proved of by His Majesty’s Government ; | 
and whether any official attempt had | 
been made to induce any of the London | 
Press to abstain from publishing any of | 
these details. 


Sir EDWARD GREY : These points | 


are covered by the Answer I have read. | tell. 
I have no information, but the points | these remote places. 
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have been noted, and will be specially 
dealt with in the Report on the whole 
proceedings for which I have already 
asked. Papers will be laid before the 
House when the full Report is received. 
1 am not aware of any attempt, official or 
unofficial, to influence the Press in this 
matter in any way. 


Questions. 


Mr. DILLON: Some of us _ will 
endeavour to raise the subject on 
Thursday. 


Chinese Customs. 

Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
what steps are being taken to ensure that 
the assurances given by the Wai-wu-pu, 
that no change is contemplated in the 
method of administering the Chinese 
Customs, will be officially promulgated for 
the instruction of all who are engaged in 
the department. 


Srrk EDWARD GREY: His Majesty’s 
Charge @ Affaires at Peking reported on 
June 16th that the offices of the new 
Administrator would be ready in three 
weeks, when instructions would be issued 
to Sir R. Hart to continue as before. 
These instructions would be in accord 
with the assurances received by His 
Majesty’s Government, and being issued 
officially would be public. 


Bahr-el-Ghazal. 

Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
when the evacuation of the Sudanese 
Sahr-el-Ghazal by Congolese troops, in 
accordance with the Anglo-Belgian Con- 
vention, will take effect. 


Sm EDWARD GREY : The five posts 
in the Bahr-el-Ghazal occupied by Congo- 
lese troops should have been evacuated 
as soon as possible after the signature of 
the agreement. But in such remote 
districts, a certain delay in sending 
instructions and in carrying them out is 
unavoidable. 


Lorp TURNOUR (Sussex, Horsham) : 
How long since should the evacuation 
have taken place?) What has been the 
extent of the delay ? 


Sir EDWARD GREY: I can hardly 
It necessarily takes time to reach 
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Unrest in the Euphrates Valley. 


Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether he has received information of 
the murder of several British subjects 
recently in the vilayets of Baghdad and 
Basr ; and what steps are being taken to 
restore order in that area, and protect 
the lives and property of British subjects. 


Sir E. GREY: His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment have received information of the 
murder of one British subject, Mr. Glan- 
ville, at Maghil, and His Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Constantinople is giving 
every attention to the matter. A special 
Commission is being despatched by the 
Ottoman Government to concert such 
measures as are required for the main- 
tenance of order. 


The Aland Islands. 


Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether he is aware that the occupation 
of the Aland Islands, in the Baltic, by 
Russian troops, while Russian warships 
remain in the immediate vicinity, has 
caused alarm in Sweden ; and whether it 
is intended to ask the Russian Govern- 
ment for explanations of their action, in 
view of the engagements of Russia as to 
these islands in the Treaty of Paris. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: The Answer 
to the first part of the Question is in the 
negative. As regards the second part, I 
have nothing to add to the reply given on 
June 28th to the hon. Member for the 
Blackpool Division of Lancashire.+ 


The Algeciras Protocol. 


Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether in ratifying the Algeciras proto- 
col the Sultan of Morocco has made any 
reservations or conditions; and, if so, 
whether he can communicate the nature 
of such conditions to the House ? 


Sir EDWARD GREY: His Majesty’s 
Government have not yet received the 
formal notification of the Sultan’s accession 
to the Algeciras Act ; but according to a 
Report received from His  Majesty’s 
Minister at Tangier, the Sultan has 
acceded without making any reservation. 
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| Vaccination Exemption Certificates— 
| Captain Gravener, J.P. 
|_ Mr. LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Sleaford): 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department if Captain Gravener, 
| who said he would not give certificates of 
exemption from vaccination, is still a 
magistrate; if his attention has been 
called to Dr. Tinker, a magistrate sitting 
on the Hyde bench, who declared on 
June 25th, 1906 a conscientious objection 
to give certificates of exemption from 
vaccination ; and if he will take any steps 
to enforce the Law. 


*THE SECRETARY or STATE For 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. Grap- 
STONE, Leeds, W.): I am informed that 
Captain Gravener stated that he would 
not sit when application for certificates of 
exemption were under consideration. 
When the matter was first brought to my 
notice I sent the Papers to the Lord 
Chancellor, and there is no further action 
for me to take in the matter. I have 
made inquiry into the case at Hyde 
referred to by my hon. friend, and I find 
that after some conversation with the 
applicant Dr. Tinker withdrew from the 
Bench and the applicant was told to come 
again when two other justices were 
present. Dr. Tinker does not refuse to 
carry out the law. These cases and 


others to which my attention is con- 
stantly being drawn __ illustrate the 


chronic friction which is caused by the 
present state of the law with regard to 
exemption certificates. 


Anarchist Writings. 

Sir W. EVANS-GORDON (Tower 
Hamlets, Stepney): I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment whether he is aware that one 
Johann Most was in June, 1881, sentenced 
by the Lord Chief Justice to sixteen 
months hard labour, for having published 
a libel against the Emperor Alexander 
IT., for having extolled the assassination 
of that monarch as a triumph of revolu 
tionary justice, and for having encouraged 
divers persons to murder other potentates 
in Europe out of Her Majesty’s dominions : 
and that, in returning a true Bill against 
Most, the grand jury recorded their 
unanimous opinion that the publication in 
this country of excitements to the 


assassination of foreign rulers should be 
vigorously dealt with ; and, if so, will he 
expiain why no action has yet been taken 
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against those persons who expressed re- 
gret at the failure of the recent attempt 
against the life of the King of Spain ; and 
does he contemplate taking any, and, if 
any, what action. 


Questions. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: I am well aware | 


of the facts of the case of Johann Most. 
The article which formed the basis of the 


prosecution in that case referred in terms | 


of exultation to the murder of the 
Emperor of Russia and contained incite- 
ments, in the clearest language, to the 
murder of other rulers. The articles to 
which my attention was drawn, though 
containing most objectionable matter, 
were so written as not to bring the 
writers within the law. They do not 
express regret for the failure of the 
attempt to murder the King of Spain, 
nor do they contain definite incitement to 
further murder. I am advised that any 
attempt to prosecute would serve no 
purpose but to advertise the mischievous 
ticle. My attention, however, has just 
been called to a further article in another 


publication which is under my _ con- 
sideration. 

Vivisection. 
*Sir_ PHILIP MAGNUS (London 


University): I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department 
whether his attention has been directed 
to an advertisement of the National 
Canine Defence League, alleging that a 
collie dog, afterwards claimed by a doctor, 
recently took refuge in a shop in Gower 
Street with its throat cut and suffering 
terribly ; and whether he has directed 
any inquiries to be made in the matter, 
and, if so, with what result. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: It appears from 
the statement of the shopkeeper that the 
incident occurred four years ago, and not 
recently, as might have been supposed 
from the statements in the papers, and 
that the dog was claimed by a porter at 
University College, who was well known 
to the shopkeeper, and not by a doctor, 
as alleged. The condition of the dog’s 
neck could not be seen, because it was 
bandaged ; but some tubing is stated to 
have been hanging from the bandage. 
‘the porter cied some time ago. No 


further information appears to be avail- 
able. 
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(Questions. 


Caradoc Mine Disaster. 


COLONEL HERBERT (Monmouth- 
shire, 8.) : [ beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, with 
reference to the recent disaster at the 
Caradoc mine, Gilfach Goch, whether, as 
required by the Mines Act, a plan of the 
'disused workings of that mine was 
deposited at the Home Office when 
working was temporarily suspended ; 
'what guarantee the Home Ottice has of 
the accuracy of such plans ; and whether, 
having regard to the danger of flooding 
in collieries that have been partially dis- 
used, he will direct that special inquiry 
be made with reference to the working 
plans of the colliery in question. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: A plan was 
deposited at the Home Office of the 
workings in the Ty Du seam at this 
colliery which were abandoned in Sep- 
tember, 1904. The accuracy of the plan 
was certified by a surveyor approved by 
the inspector for the district, as required 
by the Coal Mines Regulation Act, 1896. 
Inquiry is being made by the inspector 
as to the accuracy of the working plans of 
this colliery. 


British Railway Rates for Timber. 


Mr. D. DAVIES: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Trade if his 
attention has been called to the higher 
rates charged by British railway com- 
panies for the carriage of timber, as 
compared with Continental railways, and 
to the differentiation in rates which 
British railways make in favour of 
foreign timber; and what steps he 
proposes to take to remove the inequality 
which now exists. 


THE PRESIDENT or THE BOARD oF 
TRADE (Mr. LLoyp-GrorGE, Carnarvon 
Boroughs): No specific complaints as to 
the railway rates on timber have recently 
been brought to the notice of the Board 
of Trade. If any particulars are furnished 
of preferential rates for foreign timber 
being granted the Board of Trade will be 
prepared to investigate the case. 


Company Returns. 

Mr. BARRAN (Leeds, N.): I beg to 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
if he is aware that some limited com- 
panies have not filed Returns ordered 
under The Companies Act, 25 and 26 
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Vic., c. 89, part 2, since 1894, although | 


bringing themselves under a penalty of 
£5 per day by failing to do so; and 
whether he will take steps to compel 
these companies to comply with the 
provisions of the Act. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: 
of Trade make every effort to enforce the 
regular filing with the Registrar of Joint 
Stock Companies of all the returns 
ordered under the Companies 


as those referred to by my hon. friend, 


which he has knowledge I will make 
enquiries, 

Mr. BARRAN: If I prove the 
general register is defective in some 


cases, will the right hon. Gentleman see 
that it is brought up to date as a whole ! 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : I will inquire 
into any cases brought to my notice. 


Mr. BARRAN: The right hon. 
Gentleman does not appreciate my point. 
I shall prove it is defective in some cases, 
and I want to know if the right hon. 
Gentleman will see that all defects are 
remedied. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: 
inquire. 


I will 


Metropolitan District Railway. 

Mr. PAUL (Northampton): I 
to ask the President of the Board of 
Trade whether his attention has been 
called to the frequent stoppages and de- 


lays of the electric trains on the Metro- |“: ; y 5; 
: i this House and of the nation with the 


| friends and 


politan District Railway ; and whether 
the directors can by any means be induced 


to consult the convenience of the travelling |”. 
| vivors. 


public. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I would re- 
fer my hon. friend to the Answer on this 
subject which I gave on March 20th, 
to the noble Lord the Member for Maid- 
stone. 
that complaints have materially fallen 
off. I have no doubt that the railway 
company are fully alive to the desira- 
bility in their own interest as well as 


The Board | 


heg | 


/at the present moment. I 


Since that time I am glad to say | 


that of the public of putting an end as | 


far as possible to the stoppages and 
delays referred to. 





+ See (4) Debates, cliv., 218. 
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The Salisbury Railway Accident. 
Mr. DALZIEL (Kirkealdy Burghs) 


asked the President of the Board of 
Trade whether he had any fresh infor- 
mation as to the railway accident at 
Salisbury, and whether full inquiry 
would at once be instituted into the 
cause of the disaster. 


Mr. WARDLE (Stockport) asked the 


right hon, Gentleman whether in view of 


Acts. [| 
do not know of any cases of default such | 


the large number of accidents which had 
recently occurred through — engines 
rails when running at high 
speeds, and especially in view of the de- 
plorable accident at Salisbury, he would 
cause special inquiries to be made re 
garding (1) the practice of running 
express trains at such high speeds (2), the 
state of the permanent ways, (3) the 
construction of the engines, and other 
cognate matters, with a view to the 
prevention of such accidents. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I have not 
yet received any particulars beyond 
those which have appeared in the 


newspapers as to the appalling acciden 
which took place yesterday. The in 
specting officer of the Board of Trade 


has already proceeded to Salisbury, but 


I have not yet received his preliminary 
report. A formal inquiry will be held 
later on as to the causes of the accident, 
in the course of which the matters re- 


ferred to by the hon. Member will be 
carefully investigated: but it would he 


premature to offer any opinion on them 
may he per- 
mitted to add that this terrible accident 
has evoked the deepest sympathies of 


relatives of the victims of 
the accident, and with the injured sur- 


Commission on Lighting Coasts and 
Harbours. 

Mr. GEORGE GIBBS: I beg to ask 
the President to the Board of Trade when 
he will announce the names of the Com- 
mitte or Commission to be appointed to 
examine the question of lighting coasts 
and harbours. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : I hope shortly 
| to be a position to announce the names of 
'the Royal Commission proposed to be 
appointed to inquire into the constitution 
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and administration of the general light- | 
house authorities, 


Merchandise Marks. 
sin HOWARD VINCENT (Sheffield, | 
Central): I beg to ask the President of | 
the Board of Trade if his attention has 
been called to the Report of the Select | 
Committe of 1897 on the operation of the 
Merchandise Marks Act, 1887, and to the 
unanimous recommendation that the 
detinite words — made in—— —,-— re- 
quired by the 16th section of that Act, 
operated as a gratuitous advertisement of 
our foreign rivals in a particular country, 
and should be replaced either by the word 
imported or foreign ; and, in such case, 
if the Government will introduce a short 
measure to give effect to such recom- 
mendation, or support the Bill introduced 
by the hon. Member for Central Shettield 
with that object. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I am fully 
aware of the Report in question, but there | 
is no intention of introducing amending | 
legislation at present. Any Private Bill | 
lrought in to give effect to the recom- | 
mendation of the Committee would 
receive the sympathetic consideration of 
His Majesty’s Government. 


Spotted Fever in Glasgow. 

Mr. C. E. SCHWANN (Manchester, | 
N.): I beg to ask the President of the 
Local Government Board whether re- 
peated cases of spotted fever have occurred 
tor some months in Glasgow ; and, if so, 
whether he will consider the desirability 
of requiring that the disease shall be 
placed on the list of those for compulsory 
notification, not merely in Glasgow, but | 
as a general order. 
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relates to the district of the authority, 
and in August last the Board issued a 
circular to the several authorities, stating 
that they would be prepared to consider 
an application for their approval to an 
extension of the Act to the disease, should 
the sanitary authority desire, in view of 
any special circumstances, to make 
the necessary application. Some applica- 
tions of the kind have since been made 
and approved. 


(Questions. 


Medical Officers of Health and Vaccina- 
tion. 

Mr. LUPTON: I beg to ask the 
President of the Local Government Board 
whether he will treat the publication by 
a qualified medical man of an opinion 
adverse to vaccination as a bar to his 
appointment as medical officer of health, 
as was done in the Penge district council 
case in April, 1901 ; and, if the Answer be 
in the aftirmative, will he state how he 
proposes to safeguard the free expression 
of scientific opinion by medical ofticers of 
health. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: I could not give 
a general Answer on the point referred to 
in the first part of the Question. If it 
comes before me in any particular case, I 


| shall be prepared to consider it. 


| Kentish Landowners as Land Grabbers. 


Mr. COX (Preston): I beg to ask the 
President of the Local Government 
3oard whether his attention has been 
called to the way in which _land- 
owners in various parts of the country, 
and especially in the county of Kent, are 
in the habit of annexing roadside strips ; 
and whether he will take steps to call 


| the attention of rural district councils to 


*THE PRESIDENT or tHe LOCAL | 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Joun 
3URNS, Battersea): The Infectious 
Diseases (Notification) Acts do not em- 
power the Local Government Board to 
issue a general Order making a disease 
compulsorily notifiable, and | am advised | 
that, under present circumstances, there | 
would be no need for any such general | 
Order as regards the particular disease | 
referred to in the Question. With the | 
approval of the Board, however, action 
for the purpose of making this disease 
notifiable may be taken by any sanitary 
authority in England and Wales (with 
Which alone I am concerned), so far as 


the matter, and to their duty under the 
law. 


Mr JOHN BURNS: I do not find 
that representations have been made to 
me on this suhject, though I am aware 
that sometimes attempts to make 
encroachments of the kind referred to 
are made. I have not at present any 
reason to suppose that rural district 
councils are ignorant of their powers 
and duties in the matter, and in the 
absence of further information to show 
that such is the case, it does not seem to 
me necessary to call their attention to 
them, 
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Sale of Tinned Meats. 'the principles expressed in that letter, 


Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) : I beg | 2"; if so, on what grounds. 
to ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board if he willstate what steps are THE PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD 
being taken to prevent American tinned OF EDUCATION (Mr. BirreLt, Bristol, 
meats and foods, now in the hands of im- N.): The facts named in the Question 
porters or wholesale dealers, from being are, so far as I am aware, accurately 
relabelled and sold as British produce. stated. The matter is having my careful 

attention, and a letter will be sent 

Mr. JOHN BURNS: I would refer shortly to the local authority explaining 
my hon. friend to Section 6 of the Sale the views of the board in regard to it 
of Food and Drugs Act, 1875, which and to the principles it involves. The 
prohibits the sale to the prejudice of the board do not propose to depart from 
purchaser of any article of food which is their general principles. As regards the 
not of the nature, substance, and quality particular instance under consideration, 
of the article demanded by him, and the number of children in attendance 
also to the provisions of the Merchandise will not, at all events for some consider- 
Marks Act, 1887, which make it an able time, reach the number referred to 
offence to apply a false trade description in the Question, which is certainly larger 
to any goods. A false trade description | than can properly be supervised by one 
includes a false description as to the place head teacher in the proper sense of the 
or country in which the goods were term. 
produced, and the term “ goods ” includes 


anything which is the subject of trade. | School Buildings Maintenance. 
Dr. MACNAMARA = (Camberwell, 
Royal Commission on Motor Cars. N.): I beg to ask the President of the 


Mr. EVERETT (Suffolk, Wood- Board of Education whether the trustees 
bridge): I beg to ask the President of OF managers or the local authority will 
the Local Government Board when the be responsible for the wear and tear and 


Royal Commission on the Motor Car structural upkeep of the fabric of the 
Acts is likely to report. State-aided and non-rate-aided schools 


| contemplated in the amended form of 
Mr. JOHN BURNS: As I stated on Clause 4 of the Education Bill. 

Friday in reply to a Question on this 

subject, I have every reason to believe Mr. BIRRELL: The cost will not fall 

that the Report will shortly be issued. upon the local education authority. 


Hyndburn Park School, Accrington. | Teachers’ Religious Tests. 

Sir GILBERT PARKER: I beg to! Dr. MACNAMARA: I beg to ask 
ask the President of the Board of Educa- the President of the Board of Education 
tion whether he is aware that plans for Whether it will be competent in the new 
the Hyndburn Park School, Accrington, lass of state-aided and non-rate-aided 
were approved by the Board of Educa- schools contemplated under the amended 
tion cn condition that the school should form of Clause 4 of the Education Bill 
be organised in three departments under for the managers to apply a religious test 
separate head teachers; that the local to the teachers in such schools upon 
education authority desire to depart from ®ppointment. 
these conditions, and to arrange for one 
large department for 740 children ; that! Mr. BIRRELL: The appointment of 
on 17th May last the board refused to the teachers in the schools referred to in 
‘consent to this modification on the Question, which I hope will be but few 
ground that such a department would be in number, will not be in the hands of 
large and unwieldy, that effective super-| the local education authorities, as the 
vision would be impossible, and that the | schools will in no way be maintained by 
head teacher could have no possible | those authorities. Therefore the condi- 
knowledge of the children under his | tions in respect of the appointment of 
charge; and whether the Board of | teachers which are laid down in the 
Education now propose to depart from | Education Bill as applicable to schools 
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maintained by local authorities will not 
apply. 


Dr. MACNAMARA asked whether 
the right hon. Gentleman contemplated 
the imposition of a religious test in such 
cases. 


(Questions. 


Mr. BIRRELL: T am afraid I cannot 
exercise any control over that matter. 


Teachers’ Appointments and Dismissals. 

Dr. MACNAMARA: I beg to ask 
the President of the Board of Education 
whether the local education authority 
will continue to have the powers of veto 
over the appointment and dismissal of 
teachers, conferred by the Education 
Act of 1902, in the case of the new class 
of State-aided and non-rated schools 
contemplated in the amended form of 
Clause 4 of the Education Bill. 


Mr. BIRRELL: 
the negative. 


The Answer is in 


The Conscience Clause. 

Dr. MACNAMARA: I beg to ask 
the President of the Board of Education 
whether the parents of children attending 
the State-aided and non-rate-aided schools 
contemplated in the amended form of 
Clause 4 of the Education Bill will, as 
matters now stand, be able to claim for 
their children the protection of the 
Conscience Clause. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Conscience 
Clause will certainly apply to the 
schools referred to in the Question. 


Religious Instruction. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Education does 
any syllabus of Bible teaching state 
whether it is the seventh day or the first 
day of the week that was commanded to 
be kept holy ; if not, can he say how the 
ordinance as to Sunday observance is 
explained to children under the Cowper- 
Temple system ; and will he make acces- 
sible to Members of the House any 
syllabus of Bible teaching in which the 
abandonment of the observance of the 
commandment as to the Sabbath day and 
the keeping of Sunday as the day of rest 
and reverence is explained or justified. 


_ Mr. BIRRELL: The Board of Eduea- 
tion are not responsible for the religious 
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instruction given in council or voluntary 
schools. I have no information in regard 
to the matter referred to in the hon. 
Member’s Question beyond that, if any, 
which may be contained in the Par- 
liamentary Return recently issued. 


Questions. 


Education Bill—Clause 8. 


Mr. ASHLEY (Lancashire, Blackpool) : 
[I beg to ask the President of the 
Board of Education if, in consequence 
of his new Clause 3 to the Education 
Bill, he proposes to omit Clauses 8 
and any clause consequential to it. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Government’s 
action in regard to Clause 8 depends 
entirely upon the view taken by the 
Opposition of the new clause as to bilateral 
compulsion referred to by the hon. 
Member. If it is accepted by them, no 
doubt most of the provisions of Clause 8, 
and the clause as it now stands, will 
become inapplicable to the new position 
thus created, and would therefore have 
to be materially modified, if not omitted. 
I can thus give no answer as to the course 
to be taken when Clause 8 comes before 
the Committee for consideration, until 
the Leader of the Opposition has intim- 
ated the line that will be adopted in 
respect to the new clause. It must clearly 
be understood that the new clause has 
been put upon the Paper only to carry 
out the offer made by me on June 12th 
to the Opposition, and must not be taken 
as representing the Government’s inten- 
tions in regard to the matter in the event 
of that offer not being accepted. 


Mr. DILLON: What opportunity is 
going to be given to us to indicate our 
attitude towards the new clause before 
we reach Clause 8 ? 


Mr BLRRELL: If no intimation has 
been given to us, we must proceed with 
Clause 8 as it now stands in the Bill. 


Lorp BALCARRES (Lancashire, 
Chorley): Are we to understand that it 
is at the discretion of the right hon. 
Gentleman the Leader of the Opposition 
whether or not the new clause is to super- 
sede Clause 8 ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Government 
have no desire whatever to thrust the 





+ See (4) Debates elviii., 839. 
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new clause upon the House. It was British Mails by German Liners. 
given in answer to a proposal put from! Mr. CHARLES DEVLIN (Galway) : 


the other side, and it was an offer on I beg to ask the Postmaster-General if he 
my part in answer to theirs. If therefore, | wij] state how often during the last 
it is not accepted, we shall proceed with | fiscal] year His Majesty’s mails were 
Clause 8 as it stands in the Bill. despatched by steamers of German lines 
calling at Southampton to the United 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: With a view to | States ; what was the total sum paid to 
enabling us to discuss these later clauses, | SUch companies during that period for 
would the right hon. Gentleman make a_ the carriage of the mails ; and will he say 
few of us peers ! | whether british steamers were available 

_ for this purpose. 








Mr. BIRRELL : Nothing would give | THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Mr. 
me greater gratification than to see the \Sypngey Buxton, Tower Hamlets, 
hon, and learned Member in another | Poplar): During the last financial year 
place. there were six occasions on which 

| German packets calling at Southampton 
Education Bill—Clause 4. /on their voyage to the United States 

CotoxeL WALKER (Lancashire, /were used for the conveyance of British 
Widnes): I beg to ask the President of | mails not consisting exclusively of 
the Board of Education whether it will | specially addressed correspondence. No 
not be incumbent upon the applicants for | direct payment is made to the steamship 
extended facilities to show at the public| company in such cases. The use of 
inquiry that there is alternative school | foreign packets is a matter for adjustment 
accommodation for all children whose | 0n the basis of periodical statistics with 
parents do not desire the facilities within the Government which pays the subsidy. 
the meaning of paragraph (b) of Sub- | On the occasions in question no British 
section (1) of Clause 4 of the Education | Steamers of sufficient speed were available 
Bill; and, if so, how the applicants are | for the conveyance of the mails. 
to get the names of those parents in time ; 
for making the necessary inquiries or at! Mr. CHARLES DEVLIN: Is no 
all; and whether the production and | money paid ? 
publication of those names is consistent 
with the secrecy of the ballot. Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: The liners 
are subsidised by the German Govern- 
ment and it is a matter of arrangement 
with the German Post Office. 





Mr. BIRRELL: The ultimate effect 
of Clause 4 will be as follows: -The | 
ballot will determine whether or not | . 
paragraph (a) of the clause is complied | Charing sang Improvement. , 
with, i.¢., whether the requisite 30 per| Mr. CLAUDE HAY (Shoreditch, 
cent. of children desire the extended | Hoxton): I beg to ask the First 
facilities, and will consequently show at | Commissioner of Works whether it has 
the same time the number of school-places | been decided that the removal of the 
(not the actual individual children) which | premises now occupied in Charing Cross 
may possibly be required in other schools | and Spring Gardens by the Pheenix Fire 
under paragraph (b) of the clause. It | Office, the Union Assurance Company, 
will then rest with the public inquiry to | the Liverpool, London and Globe Insur- 
determine whether this full number of | ance Company, the Architects’ Depart- 
school-places in other schools will actually | ment of the London County Council, 
be required, or whether any deduction is | Messrs. Hobgood and Dowson, _ is 
to be made from that number in respect | necessary to complete the opening of the 
of children whose parents were unable to | Mall to Charing Cross ; and, if so, when 
vote at the ballot and who do not require the buildings were purchased, and by 
that other accommodation. It is obvious, | whom, and if not purchased when they 
therefore, that there will be no occasion | will be purchased, and by whom. 
whatever to infringe the secrecy of the 
ballot, or to ascertain in what way any| *THE FIRST COMMISSIONER or 
particular parents may have voted. WORKS (Mr. Harcourt, Lancashire, 
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N.E., Rossendale): I have not heard of 
any decision such as the hon. Member 
suggests ; nor do I know whether the 
owners of these houses wish to sell them, 
or to whom. 


Questions, 


Mr. CLAUDE HAY: Will the right 
hon. Gentleman state whether he 
proposes to take any legislative power ? 


*Mr. HARCOURT: No, Sir. 


Skye Medical Officer. 

Mr. JOHN DEWAR (Inverness): | 
beg to ask the Secretary for Scotland if 
he is aware that at Uig, in Skye, on the 
estate of the Congested Districts Board, 
there is no proper residence for the 
medical officer, and that, in consequence, 
there is difficulty in retaining the services 
of a doctor in the district ; and will he 
use his influence with the Congested 
Districts Board to induce them to put 
one of the houses belonging to them at 
Uig at the disposal of the medical 
otlicer. 


THe SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Mr. Srxcvatr, Forfarshire): The re- 
sponsibility of the Congested Districts 
Soard in this matter is simply that of any 
other landlord in the district, and at 
present I regret to say that there is no 
prospect of their being able to provide 
such a house. But | am aware that this 
is a real difficulty. To enable this parish 
council to meet it, legislation will be 
necessary and I will consider whether or 
not steps should be taken in this 
direction. 


Marine Biological Station, Millport. 

Mr. GULLAND (Dumfries Burghs) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary for Scotland 
whether he is aware that there is a 
prospect of the teachers’ classes at the 
Marine Biological Station at Millport 
being cancelled because of the action of 
the Glasgow and South Western and 
Caledonian Railways in withdrawing 
their steamers ; and whether he will take 
instant action to prevent the loss of this 
useful educational work. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: The Department 
has received no communication on the 
subject from the managers of the Marine 
Biological Station, and they have no 
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(Juestions. 
reason to suppose that there is any 
prospect of the teachers’ classes at present 
conducted there being discontinued. 


Protection of Scottish Fisheries. 
Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary for Scotland whether he is aware 


|that the quantity of line-caught fish 


landed in Scotland during the year 1905 
was 50 per cent. less than ten years ago ; 
and, seeing that this decline is attributable 
to the fishing beds being injured through 
illegal trawling, will he state when he 
proposes to provide the Fishery Board 
with another cruiser for sea police service. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: I am aware that 
there has been a great decrease in the 
quantity of line-caught fish in Scotland 
during recent years, but the decline may 
be attributable to other causes besides 
that referred to by the hon. Member. 
The funds at the disposal of the Fishery 
Board are not yet sutticient for the 
purchase of another cruiser. 


Moray Firth Fishing Banks. 

Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the Secretary 
for Scotland whether he is aware that the 
last Report of the Fishery Board for 
Scotland shows that, during the year 
1905, the fishing banks of the Moray 
Firth again proved unproductive; and 
seeing that this is attributed to the action 
of foreign trawlers, will he state what 
progress is being made with the Moray 
Firth trawling appeal. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: I have no informa- 
tion as to the date upon which the 
decision of the Court of Justiciary will be 
given. 


Scottish Congested Districts Settlers. 


Mr. WEIR: I beg toask the Secretary 
for Scotland, in view of the fact that the 
last Report of the Congested Districts 
Board shows that the Board have assisted 
in settling 1,150 persons on the land, 
will he state how many of these persons 
are feuars or in process of becoming 
proprietors, and how many crofters under 
the Act. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: The 1,150 settlers 
brought out in the statement at page 27 
of the Appendix of Congested Districts 
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3oard eighth Report may be divided 

thus :— 

1. Feuars (Battery Park, Storno- . 
way) - - - - - 299 





2. Proprietors subject to annuity 730 

3. Crofters under the Acts - 261 
4. Leaseholders aie and Sym- 

bister)- - - - 130 

1,150 


Crofters’ Building Loans. 


Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the Secretary 
for Scotland if he will state in how many 
instances the Congested Districts Board 
have advanced money to crofters to 
enable them to rebuild their houses ; and 
what security does the Board take in 
such cases for the recovery of the money 
advanced. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: The Board have 
made loans in ninety-four instances to 
enable crofters to build houses on new 
crofts formed by proprietors by the sub- 
division of farms with aid from the Board. 
The security is the bond prescribed by 
Section 6 of the Board’s Act 


Irish Lights Board. 
Mr. CHARLES DEVLIN: I beg) 
to ask the President of the loaed | 


of Trade whether his attention has been | 
called to the fact that there are no| 


members of Irish Harbour Boards on the | 


Irish Lights Board ; and what steps he 
proposes taking to remedy this omission. 


Tue PRESIDENT or THE BOARD or 


TRADE (Mr. Luoyp-Grorce, Carnarvon | 


Boroughs) : Pending the proposed in- 
quiry by a Royal Commission into the 
constitution of the General Lighthouse | 
Authorities, 1 am not prepared to take 


any steps with respect to the Irish Lights | 
Board, whose constitution can only be | 


altered by Act of Parliament. 


Mr. JOYCE (Limerick): When will 
the Royal Commission hold its first | 
sitting | 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : 
will be appointed in the course of a few 
days. 


Tralee Post Office. 
Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL: 
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Questions. 


it is intended to start building the 
post office in Tralee. 


THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Mr. 
SypNEY Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Pop- 
lar): The plans have now been settled, 
and it is hoped that the Board of Public 


| Works will soon be able to make arrange- 
/ments for commencing the building. 
Trawling. 
Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the Prime 
Minister, in view of the fact that 


the last Report of the Fishery Board 
for Scotland shows that the line 
fishing industry has declined 50 per cent. 
within the last ten years, and that this 
decline is due to the depredations of 
illegal trawlers, will he state whether he 


| can see his way to grant facilities for the 


further consideration of the Trawlers’ 
Certificates Suspension Bill. 


Tue PRIME MINISTER Anp FIRST 
LORD or THE TREASURY (Sir H. 
| CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN, Stirling Burghs): 
| No, Sir, I am afraid I cannot see my way 

to granting facilities for this Bill. 

| 

| Mr. WEIR: Is the right hon. Gentle- 
/man aware that this Bill is unopposed 
with the exception of one Member of the 
_ Opposition who is interested in trawlers— 
and trawlers only—and does he know it 
would prove of great service to line 
| fishermen all around the coasts? Will 
| he, therefore, not reconsider his decision ? 








Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
| I should be glad to see proper time given 
for the discussion of this Bill, but although 
my hon. friend discerns only one opponent 
I am aware that granting of facilities 
would immediately produce more than 
one. 


Jewish Massacres in Russia. 


Sir W. EVANS GORDON (Tower 
| Hamlets, Stepney): I beg to ask the 
| Prime Minister whether “his attention 
|has been drawn to the fact that both 


I hope it | Houses of the United States Congress 


have passed a Resolution expressing the 
horror of the people at the massacre of 
| eneae in Russia; and whether His 
| Majesty's Gov ernment propose to give an 


I beg | opportunity to this House of recording its 


to ask the | Postmaster-General when opinion on this subject. 
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Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : | of way for very many years, His Majesty’s 


‘The recent events in Russia, to which the | Government are prepared to introduce a 


hon. Member calls attention, have, as he, Bill to amend the law, and so afford 
is aware, aroused the strongest feeling in | greater protection to the public interest. 
this House and throughout the country.| _ Re , 
[ am not at all sure that the adoption of, Str H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
the unusual course suggested by the hon. I should be very glad to see the law 
Member of giving formal expression to | affecting rights of way put on a clear and 
those sentiments would serve any useful | satisfactory footing, but, of course, at this 
purpose, or that it might not even add to | stage of the session I can say nothing 
the difficulties in Russia itself. | about introducing legislation on the 
subject. If I were entitled to put a 
Question to my hon. friend I should be 

Mr. CATHCART WASON (Orkney tempted to ask him why the Bill which 
and Shetland): I beg to ask the Prime | was backed by him and waich aimed at 
Minister if, in view of the demoralising | securing the objects which he has at 
effect of public executions and floggings, | heart has, within the last few days, been 
and their long abandonment in the dropped. 


United Kingdom, he will order their dis- ; 
continuance in all countries directly or Mr. PAULTON (Durham, Bishop 
indirectly under the flag of the British | Auckland): With reference to that 
Empire. | measure, for which I was responsible, I 
| should like to say the Bill was withdrawn 
Sr H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : | in consequence of opposition which it was 
[ will consult my colleagues as to the | impossible to overcome on this side of 
extent, which I believe to be very | the House. 
limited, to which public executions and 
Hoggings take place, and consider whether 
any steps can be taken. 


Punishments in Public. 


Mr. Justice Grantham. 
Mr. ARKWRIGHT (Hereford) : I beg 
to ask the Prime Minister if he will con- 
Wireless Telegraphy Bill. | sent to lay upon the Table offthe House 
Mr. CLAUDE HAY: I beg toask|a copy of the memorial, in compliance 
the Prime Minister when he proposes to! with which he has given a day for the 
take into consideration the Lords’ Amend- | Motion of the hon. Member for South 
ments to the Wireless Telegraphy Bill. | Donegal, in regard to the conduct of Mr. 
Justice Grantham. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I cannot fix a day at present. Sin H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
The terms of the memorial were hardly 
intended for public purposes ; but even if 
'no such memorial had been presented it 


; — _ | would not have been easy to refuse an 
Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : opportunity for discussing the Motion in 


Mr. CLAUDE HAY: Will notice be 


given before the Bill is taken ? 


Notice must be given, question. 
Public Rights of Way. Education Bill—Personn:1 of Commission. 


Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD:) Mer. HICKS BEACH (Gloucestershire, 
[ beg to ask the Prime Minister whether, | Tewkesbury): I beg to ask the Prime 
in view of the unsatisfactory state of the | Minister if he can now state the personnel 
law affecting the law of evidence as | of the Commission to be appointed under 
regards the proof of public rights of | the Education Bill. 
way, and of the uncertainty with which | 
juries treat such evidence, which makes} Sin H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
the expense of proof of a right of way | No, Sir, I cannot give the hon. Member 
very onerous on loeil authorities, and | the names to-day. 
almost impossible for the public to | 
establish rights of way to mountain tops,| Government Contracts—Pair Wage 
places of historic interest, and the sea- | lause. : 
siore, notwithstanding that the public Mr. O'GRADY (Leeds, E.): I beg to 
have had uninterrupted use of such rights | ask the First Lord of the Treasury 
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whether, in view of the fact that the fair | 


wage clause in Government contracts now 
fails to meet the changed circumstances, 
he will appoint a Select Committee to go 
into the matter, with the view of recom- 
mending an alteration of the clause, 
making trade union wages and conditions 
of employment the standard of fairness 
in all Government contracts. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
It is the earnest desire of the Government 
to give full practical effect to the purpose 
underlying the Fair Wage Clause. The 
question what further clauses, if any, are 
necessary to fulfil this object in the 
diverse circumstances of the numerous 
Government contracts is receiving the 
careful consideration of the Departments 
concerned. The present moment does 
not therefore seem to me opportune for 
the appointment of the suggested Select 
Committee. 


Colonial Independence. 


Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the 
Prime Minister whether his attention has 
been called to a debate in the Canadian 
Senate, on the 27th instant, in the course 
of which Senator Ellis declared that there 
is proceeding in Canada a movement 
which is rapidly making for absolute 
national independence; and on what 
course of policy do the Government rely 
to counteract such a movement towards 
disintegration, not only in Canada, but 
also in other parts of His Majesty's 
dominions. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I am rather surprised at this Question 
looking to the quarter from which it 
comes. The feeling in Canada, as well as 
in other Colonies, is well known, and it 
tends not towards disintegration, but to 
closer union. And I advise the hon. 
Member not to be frightened by the 
speeches of Senator Ellis or anyone else. 


COAST EROSION COMMISSION, 
Mr. FENWICK = (Northumberland, 
Wansbeck): Can the Prime Minister now 
state the names of the Commission on 
Sea Erosion ? 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
The Royal Commission on Coast Erosion 
will be constituted as follows :—The Hon. 
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Ivor C. Guest, M.P. (Chairman), Sir 
William H. Browne-ffolkes, Sir Leonard 
Lyell, Mr. William Matthews, C.M.G., 
Mr. W. P. Beale, K.C., M.P., Com- 
mander G. C. Frederick, R.N., Mr. H. 
Rider Haggard, Professor T. J. Jehu (St. 
Andrew’s University), Mr. A. L. Lever, 
M.P., Mr. R. B. Nicholson (town clerk of 
Lowestoft), Mr. Patrick O’Brien, M.P., 
Mr. T. Summerbell, M.P., and Mr. A. 
Stanley Wilson, M.P. 


SELECTION (STANDING COMMITTEES ) 

Sir WiturAM BRAMPTON GURDON 
reported from the Committee of Selection : 
That they had discharged the following 
Member from the Standing Committee 
on Law and Courts of Justice, and Legal 
Procedure, in respect of the Fertilisers 
and Feeding Stuffs Bill: Mr. Henderson : 
and had appointed in substitution: Mr. 
Barnes. 


Report to lie upon the Table. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND} 
(No. 2 BILL), 
Order for Committee upon Thursday 
read, and discharged. Bill withdrawn. 


NEW BILLS. 
ECCLESIASTICAL ASSESSMENTS 
(SCOTLAND) BILL. 

“To amend the Law regarding Ecclesi- 
astical Assessments in Scotland,”  pre- 
sented by Mr. M’Crae; supported by 
Mr. Munro Ferguson, Mr. Crombie, Mr. 
Eugene Wason, Mr. Sutherland, Mr. 
M’Callum, Mr. Rainy, and Mr. Gulland ; 
to be read a second time upon Monday 
next, and to be printed. [Bill 291.] 4 


NURSES, REGISTRATION AND 
{QUALIFCATION BILL. 

“To regulate the Qualifications and 
Registration of Trained Nurses,” pre- 
sented by Mr. Claude Hay; supported 
by Sir Arthur Bignold and Mr. Findlay ; 
to be read a second time upon Monday 
next, and to be printed. [Bill 292}. 


PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS BILL. 


“To amend the Law relating to votes 
at Parliamentary Elections ; 


and for 
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other purposes,” presented by Mr. John | the principal object of the schoolhouse was 
Robertson ; supported by Mr. Burt, Mr. | to educate the children. Let them take, 


Alden, Dr. Rutherford, Mr. 


Murray | for instance, the serious disturbance to 


Macdonald, and Mr. Dalziel ; to be read | discipline and efficiency that would be 
‘caused by the working of the facilities 


a second time upon Friday, July 20th, 
and to be printed. [Bill 293.] 


EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) | 
BILL. 


Considered in Committee. 

(In the Committee.) 
{Mr, Emmott (Oldham) in the Chair. | 
Clause 6 :— 


Mr. AUSTIN TAYLOR (Liverpool, 


East Toxteth) submitted that it was not | 


in order to discuss this clause, inasmuch 
as the Committee had already come to a 
decision in a contrary sense, when on 
Clause 1 they decided that religious 
instruction should not be given outside 
the school hours. This clause put religious 
instruction outside compulsory attendance, 
and therefore outside the school hours. 


*THE CHAIRMAN said that even if the 
hon. Member were correct about Clause 1 
he had given the Answer to his own 
(Juestion, which was that Clause 6 dealt 
with attendance, whereas the Amend- 
ments on Clause 1 dealt with religious 
instruction. He did not think the 
Question submitted by the hon. Member 
arose. 


*Mr. WALTERS (Sheffield, Brightside) 
said that the object of the Amendment 
standing in his name and of consequen- 
tial Amendments was that the children 
should attend the schoolhouse during 
the whole time that it was used as a 
public elementary school. If parents 
objected to their children receiving 
religious instruction, provision should 
be made for secular instruction to 
be given in school hours in lieu of 
religious instruction. He said quite 
frankly that he approached this matter 
not so much from a religious as 
from an educational standpoint. He 
regarded the question more from the 
side of school efficiency and _ school 
discipline; and he was very much 
afraid that, in all the ingenious balancing 
of denominations, they would forget that 


| 


clauses, and, in addition, by the different 


‘times at which the children would be 


permitted to come to school in the 
morning. Both classes and curriculum 
would be disarranged. He was not 
surprised that the Minister for Education 
should say that under this clause a 
larger number of boys would be an 
object not of obloquy, but of envy to 


| others, because the teachers would have 


no knowledge whether the children were 
coming to school or not, and the parents 
would have no knowledge that the 
children whom they were sending to 
school ever reached it. The result 
would be that a large number ot 
children would absent themselves at 
the commencement of the day; the 
teacher would have a difficult task 
in the organisation of the classes to start 
with, and then he would have to re- 
arrange the classes again when the 
second or third batch of children came 
in. He therefore opposed Clause 6 on 
educational grounds. He now came 
to the very serious question of child 
labour. He thought that Clause 6 
opened the door very widely for a con- 
siderable extension of child labour. 
There were two forces at work in that 
direction: first, the greed of employers 
and, secondly, the selfishness of parents. 
Cheap child labour was always an 
attraction to a certain type of employer ; 
and if children might be absent from 
school till a quarter to ten o’clock there 
would be a large increase in the number 
of boys and girls who would be employed 
to run errands; for indoor and outdoor 
work, and as domestic drudges. The 
children would not be fit for school 
instruction after a hard morning’s work. 
Then the school attendance officers would 
lose control over the children. At least 
10 per cent. of the children at present 
had to be compelled to attend school by 
the constant superintendence of the 
school attendance officers, and if they 
added inducements to children to stay 
away from school until 9.45 each 
morning, this would further increase 
the irregularity of attendance. He 
had the strongest objections to child 
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labour. He thought that the world’s| that system altered. He had no objection 
work should be done by adult men—not | to the parents having the right upon 
by children or old men; and therefore | a definite written request to have their 
the burden on children should not be| children withdrawn from the school 
increased but diminished. It might be | premises during the time religious instruc- 
asked why should not this matter be | tion was being given, or, in the alternative, 
settled by the local education authority | to their children being given secular or 
by by-law? He objected to that,| moral instruction in separate rooms 
because it would raise over again the| during the religious instruction hour. 
religious difficulty which the House | Surely children who lived in squalid sur- 
were trying to settle. They had, }roundings, whose lives were hard and 
by a large majority, decided that they | prosaic, were the children who would 
would not have secular instruction | benefit most by the touch of imagination 
only in the elementary schools of the| given by the reading of the Bible story 
country; that there was to be unde-|and parable. Surely the children who 
nominational religious teaching, and that | had to suffer most from, and were the 
certain special facilities were to be given | victims of, the worst forms of industrial 
for denominational religious instruction. | greed and _ selfishness most needed the 
As a Nonconformist he thought the | lessons of love and humanity from the 
Government had been too liberal in the | teachings of the Sermon on the Mount 
latter respect ; but he thought in common | and the gracious influences of religion. 
honour it would not become the House to | It was for these reasons that he moved 
take away those facilities by a kind | the Amendment standing in his name. 
of side issue; and they ought not to 
throw this bone of contention among the| Amendment proposed— 

local education authorities. But neither! «Ip page 4, line 9, after the word ‘the,’ to 
did he want that the special facilities | insert the words ‘obligation of a.’”—(J/r. 
should be increased by a side issue. The | /«/¢ers.) 

object of hon. Gentlemen opposite was to 
ask for local option so as to provide a 
method of withdrawing the children from 
school during school hours and taking 
them to church. That was going beyond 
bounds and increasing the facilities for 
religious instruction beyond what the 
Committee had already granted. He 
thongnt 1 would he wery much heltet,| we WALTERS sshd that Hf Me 
instead of leaving this to the local! ,mendments as a whole were accepted 
education authority, that it should be | the clause would ran—“ The obligation of 
decided there and then definitely and} , parent to cause his child to attend 
distinctly what the policy was to be. | school shall, notwithstanding any by- 
He was very jealous of any inter-| Jaw, include an obligation to cause the 
ference with the effective working of | child to attend at the schoolhouse dur- 
the school system in the country and | jing any time allotted to any religious 
particularly of council schools in which | observance, or to instruction in religious 
there was no religious difficulty what- subjects, during the hours for which the 
ever. He believed that the Conscience | schoolhouse is used for the purposes of a 
Clause in Section 7 of the Act of 1870) public elementary school. Provided that 
was all that was required. In point the local education authority shall pro- 
of fact it was seldom put into operation. | vide during the time so allotted for any 
The people were entirely satisfied with | children who are withdrawn by their 
the kind of religious instruction given | parents from any such observance or in- 
in the council schools, and there | structionsome form of secular instruction.” 
was no demand for special sdliaiones | 

teaching in some other building than) Mr, SAMUEL EVANS (Glamorgan- 
the school. He could not  under- | shire, Mid.) inquired whether it was in 
stand why some hon. Members on the | order for an hon. Member to propose an 


Question proposed, “‘ That those words 
be there inserted.” 


Dr. MACNAMARA (Camberwell, N.) 
asked the hon. Member to read out in 
full the constructive effect of his Amend- 
ments. 








| 


Ministerial side of the House should want | entirely new clause upon an Amendment 
Mr Walters. 
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to insert “ obligation of a,’ 
nothing. 


Education (England 


’ 


which meant 


*THE CHAIRMAN said that no doubt 
the Amendment on the Paper was, by 
itself, utterly incomprehensible. But it 
was followed by others which made it 
comprehensible and was not out of order. 
He had already stated his reasons for 
allowing the Amendment and its fellows 
to be moved. It raised all the important 
issues raised by the clause itself, and 
raised them in a convenient form, 
although no doubt the effect of the 
Amendments taken as a whole was to 
remodel the clause to a greater extent 
than was desirable if any new issue had 
been raised by it. 


THe PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD 
oF EDUCATION (Mr. Brrrett, Bristol, 
N.) said it would be in the recollection of 
the Committee that a few days ago he 


promised on behalf of the Government | 


that the Committee should have an oppor- 
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| 


tunity of voting on Clause 6 without any | 


hint or suggestion being given to them 
by the employment of Government 
tellers. 


In this matter, therefore, their | 


will was free, and he hoped hon. Members | 


enjoyed that position. 


The issue was not | 


altogether free from difficulty, and even | 


of some measure of technicality ; and he | 


hoped hon. Members would allow him to 
state what was exactly the present state 
of the law upon the subject. Supposing 
Clause 6 were to be struck out of the Bill 
altogether and no fresh enactment of any 
kind made, how would the matter stand ? 
Now, the existing by-laws made it per- 


fectly plain that the parent of every | 


child of not less than five or more than 


fourteen years of age should cause such | 


child to attend school—the Committee 
would observe it did not say the school- 
house—unless there was some reasonable 
excuse for non-attendance. The next by- 
law provided that the time during which 
the child should attend school should be 
the whole time that the school was open 
for instruction, subject, of course, to the 
conscience clause providing for the with- 
drawal of any child from religious in- 
struction, It was a very ineffective 
conscience clause which was provided for 
under the Act of 1870. That Act was 
silent as to whether the right of with- 
drawal meant the right of withdrawal of 
the child from the school premises or 
whether it simply meant the right of 
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withdrawal from the class in which re- 
ligious instruction was given, although he 
believed that during the course of the 
debate in 1870 it was made perfectly 
plain that what was intended was the 
right to withdraw the child from the 
religious instruction and not from the 
schoolhouse itself. Ever since 1870 the 
general practice had been to require the 
nonconforming child to attend the school- 
house, to stand apart from his fellows, 
and to be regaled with some branch of 
secular information instead of religious 
instruction. Then came the Act of 1902, 
which transferred the voluntary school 
to the local authority, and, at all events, 
imposed on the local authority for the 
first time the obligation of settling the 
time table and paying for the instruction. 
Then the question was raised in certain 
parts of the country as to whether the 
child could be taken at nine o’clock from 
the school to the church for religious 
instruction. The Board of Education 


decided that it was a question for every 


local authority to decide for itself, 
whether the by-law was complied with 
by allowing the child to be taken else- 
where for the purpose of receiving 
religious instruction. Then came the 
by-law called by the honoured name of the 
late Parliamentary Secretary of the Board 
of Education. Asa matter of fact, out 
of 326 local authorities ninety-four had 
adopted the Anson by-law, and 232 had 
not. Consequently the present state of 
the law might be stated as follows : Where 
the by law had not beenadopted—that was 
in the areas of 232 local authorities—every 
child was required to attend the school- 
house during the religious instruction 
time, except in the very few cases where 
the local authority had indicated that it 
would regard attendance at church as 
equivalent to attendance at the school- 
house. Where the new by-law _ pre- 
vailed—that was in ninety-four cases — 
the child need not attend the school- 
house, if the parent had written in that 
sense, during the time of religious 
instruction. No doubt it was presumed 
that the child was absent in order to 
obtain religious instruction elsewhere, 
but there was no compulsion or obliga- 
tion of any kind so to occupy the time 


when he was liberated from school. Con- 
sequently, taking that by-law into 


account, it rested entirely at present with 
every local authority in the country to 
decide whether there was compulsory 














1443 


attendance during religious instruction 
time or not. The local authority might 
adopt the by-law; if it did, the parent 
could notify in writing his desire to with- 
draw his child, and the child was with- 
drawn altogether from school during the 
period of religious instruction. That was 
within the option of every local authority 
in the country. As he had said, 232 
local authorities went on with the’ law as 
before-—namely, the child was supposed 
and required to attend the schoolhouse ; 
although a parent has never been pro- 
secuted for non-attendance, nevertheless, 
the child was required to attend at the 
schoolhouse for the purpose of receiving 
religious instruction or, in the alternative, 
secular instruction. That was the 
present situation. Were no law passed 
and Clause 6 deleted altogether, matters 
would remain in that position. He 
adhered in his own mind to Clause 6. 
Although he had been much affected by 
some of the considerations put forward 
on grounds of fear and alarm as to what 
would happen supposing parents got to 
know what it was assumed they did not 
know, that no harm would befall them 
if their children did not attend until 
the religious instruction was over, he 
supported Clause 6 for three reasons. 
In the first place he was perfectly satisfied 
that it was the only effective way of 
making the conscience clause a reality. 
It was a matter of great regret that all 
these years the conscience clause had 
remained ineffective ; because if only it 
had been recognised as a real thing in 
our town and country school life—if it 
had become a thing under which a claim 
was easily made, readily granted, 
generously allowed, he did not believe 
they would have been in the difficulties 
they had been in all these years. The 
number of times in which the conscience 
clause had been enforced, considering 
the number of cases involved, was ex- 
tremely small. He believed he knew 
why that was. The conscience clause 
was invented, conceived, and framed for 
the purpose of protecting the conscience 
of the parent; but it was so framed as 
to cast the whole burden of securing its 
enforcement upon the tender shoulders 
and the thin skin of the child, who was 
required to go to the school armed, it 
might be, with a document from his 
father, and to demand an exceptional, 
special kind of treatment, to be exposed 


Mr, Birrell. 
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undoubtedly to a good deal of remark 
and sarcasm, and to have given to it 
in lieu of religious instruction, some 
form, and very likely a disagreeable 
form, of secular knowledge. Therefore, 
he said that a conscience clause, if they 
wanted one, should be made a really 
effective one. They wanted to secure 
that it should be put into operation when- 
ever it ought to be. They ought not 
to impose a burden, as the present con- 
science clause did, upon a child. Children 
could not, they really would not, and 
they ought not to be expected to submit 
to it. Anybody who had ever been in 
the position of a minority child, and who 
had not forgotten his own child-nature, 
would, he thought, recognise the truth 
of what he had said. Another reason for 
the clause as it stood was that it got 
rid of the difficulty of the school hours, 
by no means an improper thing to get 
rid of. The Committee had shown by 
a large majority that it wished religious 
instruction to be maintained in all the 
schools; and it had also, he was glad 
to say, secured some measure at all 
events of facilities for denominational 
teaching in the schools. He thought, 
therefore, it was all the more important 
and desirable that they should eliminate 
from the area of passion and shibboleth 
and Party feeling all that they could. 
The subject was difficult enough as 


it now stood, and = anything — that 
reduced the difficulties was to be 
commended. He thought, therefore, the 


fact that this clause did get rid of the 
difticulties of school hours was a distinct 
advantage. He would also point out, 
and he thought he was bound to point 
out, although this part of his argument 
might not approve itself to his hon. friend 
behind him, that this was not a bad 
denominational clause, since it did allow 
—and nobody, it seemed to him, whether 
he desired it or not, could by any possi- 
bility object to that—an opportunity 


for giving denominational teaching 
outside school hours, at the expense 


of those who gave it, in a very con- 
venient form. It might be that those 
who did not like the denominational 


instruction might view with disfavour 
the idea that the practice should grow 
up in this country of, for example, the 
Church children being taken by the vicar 
or rector of the parish at nine in the 
morning to the church or the vestry for 
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three-quarters of an hour's definite 
religious instruction; but no Noncon- 
formist who had grasped the principle 
of his Nonconformity could have any 
objection to any such proposal. It was 


not done during school hours or out | 


{2 Juty 1906} 
| than in the past. 


of the ratepayers’ or taxpayers’ funds. | 
It was a matter of private zeal and of | 


private devotion; and anybody who | 


could secure that zeal and that devotion | 


was, surely, at perfect liberty so to do. 
He thought, therefore, although not him- 
self sharing the denominational zeal of 
many Gentlemen opposite, or sharing their 
view of the advantages gained by the 
children being taught together in school 
hours, that he was bound in justice and 
in truth to indicate that this clause as it 


stood did give to the children reason- | 
/ hoped the Committee would permit him 


able opportunities during the old time, 
at the old school hours of the day at 


which children had been accustomed to | 
receive religious instruction, to receive this | 


definite religious instruction. For these 
reasons he thought this clause was the most 
honest, the boldest, the clearest way of 
dealing with this difficult question. It 
made the conscience clause a reality, and 
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He did not really think 
—although the subject was one that 
deserved careful consideration—that there 


| was any occasion for the nervous dread 


and anxiety on this subject which ani- 
mated very good people. For the reasons 
he had given, and having regard also to 
the general structure of the Bill, by 
which, Cowper-Temple instruction being 
made as universal as possible, and by the 
facilities now given under Clauses 3 and 4, 
they had done their best to give to the 
education of this country a distinctively 
religious flavour, he thought they were 
bound in the interests of religious liberty 
itself to adhere to the clause, and he recom- 
mended it accordingly to the Committee. 


*Sir FRANCIS POWELL (Wigan) 


| to say a few words on a subject in which 


he had taken a very great interest. Did 
the right hon. Gentleman intend the 
time table now existing, and which pro- 


'vided for the opening of the school at 


enabled those persons who really did not | 


wish their children to receive particular 
religious instruction to secure their with- 
drawal without putting upon them a too 
heavy and, indeed, intolerable obligation. 
All educationists would agree that it 
would be a grievous thing if the school- 
going habit, built up at an enormous ex- 
pense of public money during the last 
thirty or forty years, were to be 
destroyed ; but having made such inquiry 
as he could in London and other places, 
he could only say that there was a 
tendency to exaggerate the fears upon 
that matter referred to by his hon. friend. 
School-going had now become an 
ingrained habit in this country, and it 
was an 


or the great majority of the children 
reluctantly sent, or went, toschool. The 
instances they had in London of the 
actual employment of children of school- 
going age in lucrative pursuits for gain 


| for non-attendance. 


nine o'clock, to be continued, or was the 
hour of opening to be that which ter 
minated at the end of the time usually 
allotted to religious instruction? Itseemed 
to him that very much depended upon 
that. He believed that at the present 
time the parents had never been punished 
for not sending their children to school 
during the half hour allotted to religious 
instruction, but on the other hand the 
child had been submitted to penalties 
Before this clause 
could be fully discussed the Govern- 
ment ought to explain to the Com- 
mittee whether they intended that the 
time table should be in its present form. 
He entirely agreed with what had been 


_ said by the hon. mover of the Amendment, 


entire mistake to assume that | 
either the great majority of the parents | 


at the expense of their school hours were | 


happily very few indeed ; and the pro- 
hibition of the law as to child labour, 
which was intended to be made severer 
than it was, and the growth of a much 
sounder opinion on this subject made it 
possible to hope that there would be in 


| 
| 
| 


| 


who had stated the position very clearly, 
and he did not think the answer given by 
the Minister for Education could be 
regarded either as complete or satisfac- 
tory. It was the pleasure of this House 
two or three years ago to pass a measure 
which was not so much enforced as he 
would wish it to be, for the regula- 
tion of the labour of children. They had 
abundant evidence, when they were 
dealing with that subject, of the unfor- 
tunate greed of too many parents shown in 
their desire to make use—improper use, as 
some Members thought—of the labour of 
their children, and to earn a few pence at 
the sacrifice of benefit to the children. 


the future even fewer of such instances | If that were the case two or three years 
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ago it was certainly the case now, and he 
did not think the Committee would be 
acting wisely if they ever passed legisla- 
tion upon the principle that . there 
had been a _ great change in the 
sense of parental duty in this respect. 
The real difficulty was that they were apt 
to fix their minds upon the great mass 
of parents and to pass over instances 
which, though not so numerous, were yet 
appreciable in their number. He could 
not dispose of this part of the case so 
lightly as did the right hon. Gentleman, 
who would find upon inquiry that there 
were practical grounds for the fears he 
ventured to express. Another strong 
and valid reason was the difficulty 
which parents would experience in 
exercising authority over their children 
during this half or three-quarters of 
an hour, and it had not been explained 
who else was to have superv’sion over 
them. 
if they were not employed by their parents 
in gathering pence, they would certainly 
do business on their own account. Even 
if they did not adopt that course they 
would probably waste their time and get 
into evil habits through lack of that 
superintendence which all children re- 
quired. They might fall into the practice 
of systematic deception towards their 
parents. There was one more point— 
he was speaking now after conversation 
with a most experienced teacher—and 
it was that there would be a great diffi- 
culty in securing prompt attendance at 
the secular hour. During the time 
devoted to religious teaching there was 
now some want of punctuality, but by 
the time secular instruction began the 
register was filled up by the presence 
of children. Another objection to the 
proposal was that it would encourage 
indolence on the part of a parent who 
would be enabled to commence the day’s 
task half or three-quarters of an hour 
later. 


*Mr. PERKS (Lincolnshire, Louth) 
said he wished in a few words to explain 
why he was strongly in favour of the view 
submitted to the Committee by "the 
President of the Board of Education. 
He thought the clause was the only real 
and effective protection for Nonconfor- 
mist children in the small village schools. 
It must! not be, forgotten that under the 


Sir Francis Powell. 
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He believed that in many cases, | 
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Bill which was intended to establish a 
uniform system there were to be four 
types of school instead of two as in 
the past. So far as council schools were 
concerned, the proposal of his hon. friend 
the Member for the Brightside Division 
of Sheffield would be a distinctly retro- 
grade step. He passed at once to village 
schools, with which he was chiefly con- 
cerned. He spoke as a Nonconformist, 
and, he believed, represented the over- 
whelming body of Nonconformists on 
this particular point; he hoped they 
might also receive the support of the 
Irish Catholics. 
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Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.): 
not. 


Certainly 


*Mr. PERKS said he would give one 
or two reasons why the Amendment 
might perhaps be disadvantageous from 
the Catholic as well as from the Non- 
conformist point of view. The village 
schools in Lincolnshire at all events 
| very generally contained a very large 
proportion of Nonconformists. He had 
| had the figures taken out for several 
typical village schools. These schools 
all belonged to the National Society 
or church organisations, which in 
| the course of the transfer would doubt- 
| less make it a condition that the 
facilities provided under Clause 3 should 
be enforced. The religious instruction 
would therefore take the form, he pre- 
|sumed, of Cowper-Temple instruction 
plus the special facilities, which might 
be given, as they had thought, on two 
days of the week, but which, according 
to an interpretation recently put on the 
clause, might, apparently, be given on 
five days a week. He was not quite 
| sure what interpretation the Government 
| put on that clause, as there was some 
little difference of opinion on the subject 
| between the President of the Board of 
| Education and the Leader of the Oppo 
‘sition. Be that as it might, the only pro- 
| tection which the Nonconformists would 
|secure, if the Amendments now under 
| discussion were passed, would be the 
| conscience clause. In Lincolnshirethecon- 
| science cJause had been an absolute farce. 
| In one of the villages to which he would 
| refer in amoment, where there were sixty- 
| one Church of England children and 105 
| Nonconformists in the school, a labourer 
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a few years ago who claimed the benefit 
of the conscience clause had a notice to 
quit served upon him almost immediately 
consequent on that claim. In another 
village school close by he himself saw on a 
winter morning two little children stand- 
ing at the porch. He asked them what 
they were doing, and they said their 
father was a labourer in the village and 
that he claimed the benefit of the con- 
science clause. At Marshchapel, there 
were eleven Church of England children 
to 106 children of Nonconformist parents. 
In the next school there were sixty-one 
Church of England children, and 105 
Nonconformists. In the third school 
there were seventeen children of Church 
parents and 120 Nonconformist children. 
In the fourth school there were twenty- 
six Church of England children and 
thirty-five Nonconformists ; in the fifth 
school there were twenty Church of Eng- 
land children and eighty Nonconformists ; 
and in the sixth ten Church of England 
children and twenty Nonconformists. In 
every one of these schools there would be 
distinctly sectarian instruction in accord- 
ance with the tenets of the Established 
Church, and if the Amendment were 
passed the only protection of the Non- 
conformist children who were in an over- 
whelming majority would be theconscience 
clause. The same proportion existed in 
Cornwall and in Durham as in Lincoln- 
shire. The schools which claimed and 
received the special advantages of Clause 
4, and certainly the State-aided schools, 
would be largely Anglican and Catholic. 
They would be affected to even a greater 
degiee by the operation of the clause than 
the rural schools which by Clause 3 would 
be thrown back again into the hopeless 
and, as he thought, most unsatisfactory 
and unjust position in which they had 
hitherto been. He did not suggest 
that a child should be brought up without 
religious instruction, but he did think 
it was very important in many of these 
little villages, and particularly in small 
tural towns, that the parent should 
have an opportunity of seeing the nature 
of the religious instruction given in the 
schools before he decided whether he 
would avail himself of such religious 
instruction. It would be idle to say 
that the teacher must give secular in- 
struction to the Nonconformist children 
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in these schools between the two sections 
of the community was so overwhelmingly 
in favour of Nonconformity that the 
teacher could not be told off, during the 
period the Nonconformists were claiming 
the benefit of the conscience clause, to give 
religious instruction to a very small 
percentage. The clause was really the 
only effective protection the children of 
the rural districts would have against 
religious persecution, against the bringing 
to bear on them of all the hundred and one 
different ways of using the schools for the 
benefit of the Church. Therefore while he 
much regretted that the Government had 
not adhered to the clause as they brought 
it in, but had run away from its provi- 
sions, he was very glad to find the right 
hon. Gentleman in charge of the Bill had 
had the courage to state to the Committee 
so clearly his views so far as he was 
personally concerned. 


Mr. DILLON remarked that the hon. 
Member for the Louth Division had 
asked him to take the same attitude 
as he had taken on thisclause. Perhaps 
the hon. Member would be astonished if 
he said he had not heard from him a 
single argument in support of the clause. 
The instance he had mentioned of 
religious persecution in Lincolnshire would 
not apply to the parent who withdrew 
his child altogether. He was astonished 
at the description given of the con- 
dition of the schools in Lincolnshire. 
When the Minister for Education drew a 





picture of the feelings of what he was. 
pleased to call the minority children he 
sympathised with him, but the schools of 
Lincolnshire did not contain minority 
children. Were they to be told that the 
Nonconformists of Lincolnshire were so 
cowardly and had so little self-respect that 
seventeen Church children out of 140 
children could dominate the school ? 


*Mr. PERKS said he never suggested 
anything of the sort. His argument was 
that the majority should not be tyrannised 
over. 


Mr. DILLON contended that jthat 
argument would apply with equal force if 
Clause 6 was passed, because there 
would be a more ample opportunity for 
persecution. The only argument which 








The proportion 


who were withdrawn. 


had been adduced in favour of this clause: 
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in certain schools where there 
@ small minority the children 

be placed at a disadvantage by’ being 
asked to stand aside. 
ment strong enough to justify the 
introduction of a clause which amounted 
to a reversal of the decision of the Com- 
mittee on Clause 1? This was a secular 
education clause. Had the Minister for 


was 


Education forgotten the great change 


that was going to be made in the system 
of education by this Bill? What was 
the burning necessity for the conscience 
clause 2 : 
established religion of the country ? 


Was it against the established religion | 


that they required a conscience clause ? 


[MinisTERIAL cries of “‘ Yes.”’] Then | 


why did hon. Members opposite not 
support the Amendment moved by the 
hon. Member for Burnley ? 
refused to support the hon. Member 
on that occasion expressed 
opinion that the children should be 
educated in simple Bible teaching or 
fundamental Christianity. For 
future in the vast majority of the schools 
the Nonconformists of England would 
have the religious education which they 
had selected, and it was against that that 
they required an extended form of the 
conscience clause. He had been ap- 
pealed to as a champion of the rights of 
parents and he had been asked why he 


did not support this clause so as to give | 


the parent a right to withdraw his child 
from religious instruction. Would hon. 
Members onthe Ministerial side be willing 
to extend that principle and give those 
who desired denominational instruction 
a right to withdraw their children from 
secular instruction ? 
logical. [‘* No,no.”] He thought it was. 
This clause was a solemn announcement 
to the whole of the English people that 
religion must take a back seat in all the 
schools of England. [MryisTer1au cries 
of “ No.”] It wasan announcement that 
for the future compulsory education 
was to apply only to subjects of secular 
instruction, while religion was to be out- 
lawed. The Anson by-law had been 
alluded to, but that was a very different 
thing from Clause 6. It was a rather con- 
fused document, but it laid down that 
where an individual parent served a written 
demand or notification that he wished 


Mr, Dillon. 
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by the Minister for Education was that | 
might | 


Was that argu- | 


What was going to be the) 


Those who | 


the | 


the | 


That was quite | 
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to withdraw his child from religious 
instruction he should have the right to do 
so. Although that by-law was issued two 
years ago, only one-third or one-fourth 
of the local bodies were putting it into 
force. But that was totally different 
from what was now proposed in Clause 6, 
because it threw upon the parent the 
somewhat invidious task of sending in 
a written application, but that was 
different from declaring to the whole of 
England that there was no necessity 
for a parent to send his child to 
attend religious instruction. What would 
be the inevitable result? He agreed that 
this clause was entirely vicious in its 
operation, but it would affect least of all 
the Catholic schools, because the priest 
could be trusted to bring in the Catholic 
children in spite of this clause. There- 
fore its main effect would be on the non- 
Catholic schools, although it would affect 
Catholic schools in the long run. The 
withdrawal of children from religious 
|instruction was a kind of thing that 
would spread, because the whole school 
would begin to envy those children who 
enjoyed the privilege of being withdrawn, 
and year by year their numbers would 
gradually increase. He believed that 
was the reason why the clause aroused 
enthusiasm amongst those who supported 
a secular system. It was simply intro- 
‘ducing secularism through the back 
| door, and so far as the Protestant schools, 
were concerned it was distinctly a secular 
clause. He would like to have a poll of 
‘the teachers of England on the question. 
It would have a bad effect on the schools, 
and above all it would have a bad effect 
_in the case of selfish parents. The 
Minister for Education had said he did not 
believe that the majority of parents un- 
willingly sent their children to school 
or that the children went unwillingly to 
‘school. There were, he believed, a large 
/minority that did send their children 
| very unwillingly, and unless child nature 
/had changed since he was a boy, many 
children went to school unwillingly and 
would be very glad of an extra hour at 
home in the morning, or for play on the 
| way to school, What he was most con- 
cerned about was the selfish parent, who 
would not take the trouble to get his child 
ready in time for school or would employ 
him in work about the house. If a parent 


| chose he could keep his child away for an 
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hour after school began. The difficulty 
of school hours could always have been 
got rid of by keeping religion outside 
school hours, and that was what the 
clause proposed to do. It was a curious 
thing that at the time when this proposi- 
tion was made to inform all the parents 
of England that they might, and to invite 
them to keep away their children from 
school while religion was being taught, 
there was introduced into the Code a new 
direction of a very curious and interesting 
type, called moral instruction, which would 
form an important part of every elemen- 
tary schoolcurriculum. It was his opinion 
that all moral instruction should be based 
on Christianity. The new direction in- 
cluded the following : Cleanliness of mind 
and body, love of fair play, gentleness to 
the weak, temperance, humanity, and 
self-denial. All these excellent teachings 
rested on Christianity. Nevertheless the 
Christian religion was to be driven outs‘de 
school hours and some form of ethics was 
to be employed instead. What Catholics 
believed was that some religious belief 
should permeate the whole school teach- 
ing. The Amendment appeared to him 
to be one of a series of Amendments to 
make the clause do exactly the opposite 
of that which it now proposed to do, 
If the Amendment were carried it meant 
that the clause would be precisely the 
opposite of that which the Minister 
for Education intended. He heartily 
supported the Amendment. He could only 
characterise the clause as an attempt to 
carry secularism, not frankly and openly, 
but by a gradual and insidious process. 
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Mr. PAUL (Northampton) said the 
hon. Member for the Louth Division was 
the acknowledged leader of Noncon- 
formity in this House, and he had re- 
ferred with a contempt which he fully 
shared to the ambiguities and incon- 
sistencies of Clause 3. He could not 
help reminding the hon. Member that 
he (Mr. Paul) got no assistance from 
him on that point when the clause 
was passed, but he trusted that he 
would be more fortunate when he moved 
the rejection of the clause on Report. 
The question before the Committee, 
however, was not one to be judged 
between Nonconformists and Anglicans, 
or between Roman Catholics and 
Protestants, or between Con- 


even 
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servatives and Liberals, but between 
those who desired religion as a sort 
of extra subject and those who 
thought religion should be an integral 
and fundamental part of all education. 
He could not help thinking that it was 
from the religious training of the young 
in this country that there came those 
rare, high-minded, disinterested char- 
acters such as that whose loss they were 
all deploring at that moment—their dear 
friend, the friend of all of them, Sir 
Wilfrid Lawson. He was very glad the 
Government had seen their way to allow 
the Committee to vote on this question 
as they pleased. He did not know 
whether the reason for that unexpected. 
laxity was due to the fact that the 
Government had for once been unsuc- 
cessful in their search for a mandate. 
All this talk about mandates made him 
tired and sick. Mandate, mandate, 
everywhere, there was no room to think. 
Were they automata? Were they all 
mandate, and no mind? As, however, 
every Member with a mandate claimed 
to interpret it for himself, perhaps the 
independence of the House was in that 
way recovered. The question was 
whether religion, subject to the con- 
science clause, was or was not to be in 
the future an integral part of the teaching 
in all elementary schools, and he earnestly 
trusted that the Committee would decide 
that it was. He was very much afraid 
that if they did not insist upon religion 
being part of the ordinary curri- 
culum they might be driven to something 
like that sinister future darkly sketched 
by the right hon. Gentleman the Member 
for West Birmingham, in which a number 
of wrangling and differing theologians 
were to be let loose upon the children 
to teach them to hate each other for the 
love of God. He prayed that He in His 
good providence might avert that awful 
calamity and enable the children to grow 
up in the future as they had grown up in 
the past with the two things that could 
never fail them—the example of their 
Saviour’s teaching and the consciousness 
of their Father’s care. 


Lorp R. CECIL (Marylebone, E.) said 
he did not propose to follow the hon. 
Member for Northampton in the dis- 
cussion of the scheme put forward by 
his right hon. friend the Member for West 
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Birmingham, for that did not appear to| THe CHAIRMAN: I think the noble 
arise directly on this Amendment. It} Lord’s Amendment should come after the 
appeared to him that the clause as it | word “shall,” or after the word “ objec- 
‘stood, besides being open to the objection | tion ”’ in the second line of the clause. It 
urged against it by the hon. Member for | does not seem to arise at this point at all, 
East Mayo and others, gave the children 
the opportunity of doing three things.) Lorn R. CECIL said that in view 
It permitted them to go to school and/of the Chairman’s ruling he would 
get what he would call for shortness the | not deal with the specific Amend- 
State religion; it enabled them to be| ment which he had intended to 
kept away, and, as the Minister for Educa- | move, but he presumed he would be in 
‘tion pointed out, to receive at their homes | order in discussing the general effect of 
or elsewhere the religion which their! the clause, and of the possible modifica- 
parents prefered ; or, lastly, it enabled | tion which would make it more tolerable. 
the parents either to employ the! The matter for the consideration of the 
children or to allow them to g0| Committee was whether it was really 
and play on the streets. Quite apart | desirable to give the special position which 
from the other aspects of the question it | the Amendment now before them would 
appeared to him to be an undesirable | to the State religion, because the effect 
thing that children should be encouraged | of it would be to say to the children that 
either to undergo labour before going to! if they w'shed they could receive this 
school, or to play in the streets. He! Stat religion, or they could receive 
understood that was one of the main’ secular instruction, but if they desired 
objections of the hon. Member who moved | or if their parents desired any other kind 
the Amendment; he proposed by way | of religious instruction it must be taught 
of alteration to prevent children from to them in play time or at some other 
doing work or playing, and he required’ time. That made it additionally difficult 
them to go to school either to get secular | for the children to receive the religious 
instruction or the State religion. That | instruction which their parents preferred. 
did not appear to him to be a fair arrange- | He could not think that was fair. It was 
ment. It appeared to be, he would not said that there was no hardship in com- 
say creating, but establishing that form of | polling children to receive this undenomin- 
religion in almost all the schools of the | ational religion. [AN Hoy. Memper: 
country, and also compelling the children | Hear, hear.] He was glad to hear that 
to receive that religion or no other. It} cheer, because, taking the advice of the 
might be right—he thought it was right— | \in‘ster for Education, he had look dat the 
to prevent the children from playing in | return of syllabuses, and he confessed that 
the streets or doing work, but he did not | he had arrived at some conclusions which 
think it was right to prevent them from | were not altogether in accordance with 
receiving at home or __ elsewhere} those of the right hon. Gentleman. In 
the religious instruction which their | the first place, there was no guarantee 
parents desired. It seemed to him to be | practically in the vast majority of the 
a gross piece of intolerance, if he might | syllabrses that the religious instruction 
say so, to interfere with the rights of the | would be effective at all: In most cases 
father to teach h‘s children what he| there was no inspection. He did not 
deny that many of the teachers would 
give good religious instruction under 
the syllabuses, but it must be 
remembered that it would not be 
+ The Amendment standing in the name of | grant-earning instruction, and that it 
Lord kK. Cecil was to insert in the proposed | would not be tested in any way by exam- 
Amendment, after the word ce obligation,” the | ination. That seemed to him to bea very 
words “except as hereinafter provided ;” and pee tisfact 5 ailibiesn: ualiadiaueas idee 
at end to add “and that a parent shall not be | unsatistactory way Of giving reg 
subject to any penalty under this section for | Struction in schools. The charge made by 
not causing his child to attend the schoolhouse | thehon. and learned Member for Louth was 
during any time so allotted if he shows to the | perfectly accurate, namely, that the forms 


satisfaction of the court that he has caused his | it. : : : 
child during that time to attend some form of | of religious instruction sanctioned were 





pleased. Therefore the Amendment which 
he had onthe Paper, ¢ and which he pro- 
posed to move—— 








religious observance or instruction elsewhere.” exceedingly varied. That was very 


Lord R, Cecil. 
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unsatisfactory. He commended to the 


attention of hon. Members who believed in 
simple Bible teaching the fact that the 
religious instruction was highly dog- 
matic. It was not the teaching of 
the Church of England, or of the Roman 
Catholic Church, but it was, nevertheless, 
highly dogmatic. To tell any sensible 
person—if he might class himself in 
that category—that it was simple undog- 
matic teaching was really an insult to 
his intelligence. He instanced the 
Cornwall syllabus, which provided for the 
teaching of the Apostles’ Creed and prac- 
tically the whole of the New Testament, 


and also for the giving of explanations by | 


the teacher of passages of Scripture. It 
was not possible that such teaching should 
be anything but highly dogmatic. He 
noticed curiously enough that in teaching 
the Apostles’ Creed it was required 
that the teacher, in dealing with 
two of the final clauses of that Creed, 
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dren for religious instruction elsewhere. 
That would prevent the employment 
of children in other pursuits and 
would not encourage them to desert 
religious instruction altogether. The 
real reason why he objected to the clause 
as it stood was that it gave a secularist 
flavour to the whole Bill. If in addition 
to saying that the formula of any par- 
ticular Church was not to be taught, they 
said that they did not think much of 
dogmatic religion and did not wish their 
children to be taught it, then they gave 
a downward impetus to all religious teach- 
ing. Although personally, as the Com- 
mittee knew, he disapproved altogether 
of undenominational religious teaching, 
which he thought was wrong, he would 
rather have undenominational teaching 
such as was provided for by the Cornwall 
syllabus, given by Christian men, than 
no religious teaching at all. He did not 
deny that such teaching was of some 





should put a particular meaning upon 
them. In other words, in teaching the 
most controversial clauses of the whole 
Creed the teacher was to select a particu- | 
lar interpretation which would not be 
assented to by a large number of Christian 


denominations. How could hon. Gentle- | 


| 


men opposite tell him that that was not | 


Of course 
anyone 


a denominational religion ? 

it was—or it would be if 
were to adopt it as_ his 
and the only reason why it was put in 
the syllabus was that it had not been 
definitely adopted by any denomina- 
tion. It was said that this clause 
would be a hardship to numbers 
of Nonconformists in Lincolnshire 


creed, | 


value; but he would rather have a 
secularist system than a rotten unde- 
nominational system, which pretended 
to give the children religious instruction 
but did not. In the undenominational 


| system which set out to teach the children 


sweetness and light, he had no faith 
whatever. That was giving the children 
(a stone when they asked for bread. 

| Mr. MYER (Lambeth, N.) said he 
|would sooner have the children taught 
| religion of some kind than none at all. 
| He thought that in school hours the 
| children should have moral instruction, 
| to which their parents could not object. 


| He felt certain that if the children were 


who would be compelled to send their | allowed to go to school at different times 


children to school on two days of) 


there would be no regularity of attendance, 





the week when denominational religious | for the ordinary workmin had no great 
instruction was given; but how much | desire on the matter of religious texching 
greater would be the hardship on Church | for his children; it would be found that 
children who would be compelled to| the schools would become emptier and 
attend five days in the week when so- | emptier, and the children would be allowed 
called undenominational religious instruc- | to run about the streets or would be em- 
tion was given? Heconfessed that if the | ployed at home. He believed that the 
clause were amended as proposed by the | teachers themselves would prefer that 
hon. Member for the Brightside Division, | there should be some regular hour for 
he would have the greatest difficulty in attendance at school, and that the 
supporting it; but if it were amended | children whose parents did not desire that 
in the way he had suggested in the| they should be given special denomina- 
earlier part of his speech his objection | tional instruction, should be given moral 
to it would be lessened. The true | teaching, such as kindness to their fellow 
solution of the difficulty would be the | men and to animals. There should be 


withdrawal of the Nonconformist chil- | equality and freedom to all and no such 
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thing as compelling children to be taught 
certain forms of religion in which the 
parents did not believe. 


Education (England 


*Mr. ASHLEY (Lancashire, Blackpool) | 


said that the Amendment of the hon. 
Member for the Brightside division of 
Sheffield should be supported, but with one 
proviso: that the parents who did not 
approve of the particular religious instruc- 
tion given in the school should be able to 
withdraw their children in order that they 
might receive instruction elsewhere. 
What did this clause frankly say? It said 
that in every school, whether a board 
school or any other, the religious in- 
struction was to be given out of school 
hours. That was a startling change, and 
he asked on what grounds it was pro- 
posed? It had been alleged that the 
present conscience clause had not given 
sufficient protection to the children of 
minorities and that the Nonconformists 
had, consequently, been put under dis- 
abilities. He did not think that had 
been so in the past; but supposing it 
had, surely under the new conditions 
all possibility of any injustice would 


be removed. It should be remem- 
bered that every school was _ to 
be under the control of the local 


education authority, who would be per- 
fectly able to ensure that no child 
should be put in an invidious position 


by being wichdrawn from _ religious 
instruction. The right hon. Gentleman 


the Minister for Education said on the 
First Reading of the Bill that no con- 
science clause was worth anything unless 
it carried with it the right to withdraw 
children from the schoolhouse during the 
time religious instruction was being given. 
He entirely disagreed with that, and the 
right hon. Gentleman had advanced no 
arguments in support of his assertion ; 
therefore he could not see why they should 
change the conscience clause. Then the 
right hon. Gentleman went on to say that 
under this clause a child instead of being 
an object of obloquy would be an object 
ofenvy. Wasthat a thing torejoice at ? 


{COMMONS} 


The right hon. Gentleman also said in the | 
course of his speech that there was safety | 


in the Hampshire syllabus, and he agreed 
that that was so. Everything went on 
very well in Hampshire, and no doubt if 
other county councils and local education 
authorities would follow the example set 


Mr. Myer 
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in Hampshire things would go on very 


well everywhere else. But what was the 
use of the Hampshire or any other syllabus 
at all until they had got the children into 
the school to learn the syllabus? The 
clause was not asked for by the Church of 
England, nor by the Roman Catholics, and 
he was quite sure that the majority of the 
Free Churches were in opposition to it. 
This was not a question of High Church 
or Low Church or of Free Church or State 
Church. To his mind the question which 
the clause raised was whether there should 
be religion in the schools or not. It had 
been said that if this clause were passed 
the parents who really desired their 
children to receive religious instruction 
would ensure its being given even if 
there was no. religious instruction 
given in the school at all, and would 


give religious instruction to their 
children in their own homes or see 


that it was given. Of course that was so, 
and such parents in matters of religious 
education were above the law. They were 
not legislating for them, but for the great 
mass of parents who were indifferent. They 
were not legislating for the parent who 
was an atheist but for the parent who 
was indifferent. He asked the Committee 
to consider the state of a school after nine 
o'clock and during the time in which 
religious teaching was being given. The 
regular teachers would in many cases 
be absent and the different  de- 
nominational teachers would come in 
and endeavour to instruct the children 
in their religious Catechism. These 
religious teachers would naturally 
not have the same influence over the 
children as the regular teachers, and 


meanwhile the scholars would be 
distracted by the shouts of the 


other children in the playground who 
were not receiving religious instruction. 
The clause, in his opinion, must be 
amended or ended. What did they ask ? 
They only asked that religious teaching 
should be put on an equality with 
cooking or arithmetic—on an equality 


with secular education, and that it 
should have a_ recognised place in 


our system of education. It was quite 
obvious that, if this Bill were passed, 
while Jack would be helping his mother 
to wash up, Gill would be minding the 
baby in the parlour during the time that 
religious instruction was being given 
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in the school. The fons et origo of the | the Member for East Marylebone and 


clause seemed to have been the experi- 
ence which the right hon. Gentleman 
the President of the Board of Education 
went through in his childhood ; and from 


{2 Jury 1906} 


| 
| 
| 


his own experience of his own childhood, | 


he quite agreed as to the difficult position 
which a child would be in if told to object 


to being present whilst religious teach- | 


ing was being given. 
that difficulty could be got over by the 
parent writing and objecting to his child 


Surely, however, | 


being given ®ny particular religious | 


instruction. The right hon. Gentleman 
himself agreed that to exclude the 
opening prayer and hymn would be to 


tun counter to the instincts of the nation, | 


and he agreed with him. But why were 
these religious exercises to be put into 
such a secondary place? If arithmetic 
were not made a compulsory subject, 


how many children when they left | 


school would be able to do a simple 
sum? In the same way, if religious in 


the future we should have few churches 
and chapels needed. 
were weathercocks in regard to this matter 


| Was. 
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was not without hope that finally he 


_might be found voting with them in 


favour of Clause 6, because he seemed 
to prefer the clause as it stood. To say 
that it was an affirmation of secular 
education was not true. He wished it 
They were not in the least trying to 
get secular education by any backdoor as 
had been suggested. The question be- 


been the liberty of the parent to choose 


religion or no religion for his child was 
perfectly different from the question 
whether the State should provide any 
kind of religious instruction at all. He 
was surprised at the speech of the hon. 
Member for East Mayo, because no 
compulsion was ever required towards 
Roman Catholic parents. Why did he 
interpose and try to place compulsion on 
other classes of people? This protection 
was wanted inrural districts, where the 
conscience clause had practically failed. 


'It was also true of the non-provided 
struction was not made compulsory in | 


If the Government | 


the country were not in the same position. | 
It was true that the Government had | 


voted against secular education but they 
had brought in this clause and left it an 
open question. 
it would, he was sure, inflict a deep a’ d 


schools in the great majority of the 
villages in England; otherwise, if 
there was no religious difficulty, he 


|could not imagine what all this bother 


that they had been spending the summer 
over was about. If many of the chil- 


dren in the villages, whose parents pro- 


If the clause were passed, | 


lasting injury upon the people of this | 


country. 


Mr. MASTERMAN (West Ham, N.) 
said a_ series 
directed against the clause as it originally 
stood. The last speaker had put the case 
most tersely and clearly in protesting 
against religion being put into a position 
in the schools different from arithmetic, 
geography, or any other form of secular 
instruction. But the claim of those who 
supported the clause was that 


tested, still attended the schools and did 
not take advantage of the religious test 
then there was the less reason to apply 
fresh religions tests. One hon. Member 
had stated that although he objected to 


‘religious teaching being given to his 


of speeches had been | 


Te- | 


ligion at the present time occupied a 
position different from these forms of | 


secular instruction,and that the conscience | 
clause had for thirty-six years up to the | 


present been frankly inoperative. They 
believed that it would be for the advantage 


the schools of the country. 


| 


children he declined to allow them to 
be put under the obligation of being 
put into a place separate and apart 
from the other children of the school 
during the time of religious instruction. 
To all children such a thing as that gave 
a sense of discomfort, and to a sensitive 


child it was torture. Therefore it 
was time that an advance should 
be made in the direction of re- 


ligious freedom, that the children of 
those parents who desired it should 
be enabled to receive, so far as it was 
possible under the Bill, instruction in the 
various kinds of religion that they de- 


| sired, and that those who did not de- 
of religion as well as of those who felt | 
conscientious disabilities if some kind of 
freedom was substituted for coercion in | 


He was given. 


sire it should be able to withdraw their 
children from the school during the 
period in which religious instruction was 
A very strong case had been 


interested in the speech of the noble Lord | made out on the words “ child labour.” 
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Child labour had been mentioned, and 
the hon. Member for the Buightside 
livision of Sheffield had to a large extent 
grounded his appeal for the acceptance 
of this Amendment upon that particular 
question. Nobody deplored child labour 
more than he (Mr. Masterman) did, 
unless it were the hon. Member for 
North Camberwell. But this was not the 
way to deal with child labour. If the 
Committee had the courage and tenacity 
of its convictions anything in the nature 
of child labour before the hours of school 
attendance could easily be prohibited. 
They seemed, however, to be afraid of 
prohibition and tried to squeeze out 
childilabour by providing theological al- 
ternatives. Child labour would never 
be squeezed out in that way; the only 
result would be to make children work 
earlier; to make them have less sleep, 
less playtime, and less time for breakfast, 
and it was no use to attempt to deal 
with the question in that way. He 
could not see, as had been suggested, that 
the new system would in any way result 
in the disorganisation of the schools. 
Parents would be asked whether their 
children should come for religious in- 
struction or not. [Cries of ‘“‘No.”] He 
thought that that was the way in which 
the local authorities would administer 
the Bill, and the children who wished to 
come would arrive at nine o’clock in the 
morning and arrangements would be 
made to have them taught at that hour. 
He did not gather that children would 
be allowed to come to school some at 
rine and some at five or ten minutes 
past in the same way as Members came 
into the House to listen to this debate. 
There would be no trace of compulsion. 
It would be brought about by means of 
peaceful persuasion at the hande either 
of the teacher or of the parent, and he 
conceived that every form of peaceful 
persuasion would be brought to bear upon 
the children to induce them to come 
at that hour. Then at 9.45 the secular 
business of the school would commence. 
‘he roll would be called. There would 
be no disorganisation and there was 
nothing in that system that the teachers 
need or would object to, It was a prac- 
tical question of the enlargement of the 
scope of religious liberty which was not 
beyond the capacity of this House to 
decide in regard to the educational 


Mr. Masterman. 


{COMMONS} 
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system which the local authorities of this 
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country would have to administer. He 
knew that he approached this subject 
from a different point of view from that 
of many who sat upon the Liberal side of 
the House. He approached the subject 
from the point of view of one who 
objected to any kind of State religion- 
He thought it monstrous and _illiberal 
that a State religion should be manu- 
factured by the schools, and more mon- 
strous and more illiberal to say that 
every taxpaver or ratepayer should con- 
tribute towards the expense of that State 
religion; and most monstrous and most 
illiberal that every child of every parent 
should be obliged to attend the instruction 
in that religion. That was really what 
they were doing undera conscience clause 
which was ineffective. That gave him a 
tight to appeal not only to the Free 
Churches, who would not be free if they 
consented to it, but also to Members on the 
opposite side of the House to vote against 
the elaboration of any particular form of 
religion to be taught in the State schools 
of this country. [An Hon, Memser: It 
is Christianity.] Christianity if they 
liked, but there were a good many people 
who had conscientious objections to the 
teaching of Christianity ; and he did not 
see how their consciences should be tre- 
garded as less sensitive than the con- 
sciences of others. That was at the 
bottom of the protest against Clause 6. 
It was an unequal judgment of the 
conscience of the poor in comparison with 
the conscience of other classes. 


*Sir WILLIAM ANSON (Oxford Uni- 
versity) said that the President of the 
Board of Education had stated with the 
utmost clearness the law as it now stood, 
but he could not entirely agree with his 
interpretation of the by-law which he had 
described as the Anson by-law. What 
the right hon. Gentleman had stated was 
not the intention of the by-law; it was not 
the meaning of it, and it could not bear the 
interpretation placed upon it. There was 
one objection to the bare rejection of the 
clause—that it would then be left in 
the discretion of the local authority, 


‘subject to the approval of the Board of 


Education, to order that the children 


‘should only be bound to attend school 


during the hours of secular instruction, 
Knowing what he did of the inclinations 
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of some local authorities, and hearing 
what had been said by the Minister for 
Kdveation he feared this might result in 
many cases in religious teiching being 
placed out of school hours. ‘The Amend- 
ment of the hon, Member for the Bright- 
side Division of Sheffield practically put 
into astatutory form the commonly exist- 
ing by-law and the common practice. 
The Amendment, as being in the line of 
the present practice, was preferable to the 
simple rejection of the clause and in- 
finitely preferable to the acceptance of the 
clause as it stood. The alternative he 
preferred was that if the children were 
withdrawn it should only be on the under- 
standing that they might receive religious 
instruction elsewhere. This was the 
substance of an Amendment put down by 
himself and by some hon. friends. The 
Minister for Education had told them 
frankly that his object was to put religious 
instruction out of school hours. They 
would thus throw aside the religious in- 
struction which had gone on in the schools 
in one form or another since 1870. They 
hid been told that the conscience clause 
had hitherto been ineffective and that 
this was to be a conscience clause of a 
higher form—a glorified conscience clause 
particularly favourable to the Noncon- 
formist case. He had been surprised at 
the right hon. Gentleman’s criticism of 
the ineffectiveness of the clause, having 
always previously heard it discussed from 
the point of view of its extreme impor- 
ance. Nonconformist children ought not 
now to be likely to suffer any hard- 
ship, for every school would be a council 
school, and the sort of religious teaching 
favoured by Nonconformists would be 
universally given, while the facilities 
under Clauses 3 and 4 could surely be so 
dealt with as not to harass the sensitive | 
consciences of the Nonconformist children, 
who on all the days of the week would 
be receiving their own religious instruc- 
tion. Much had been said in previous 
debates of the value of teaching funda- 
mental Christianity. It now appeared that 
the Minister for Education’s laudation of 
Cowper-Temple teaching meant not that 
anyone was to be required to receive it, 
but only that it was good enough to be 
paid for by everybody, whether they 
The Amendment which 


{2 JULY 
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the hon. Member for Burnley moved 
to a previous clause was a_ straight- 
forward Amendment proposing to keep 
religious teaching definitely out of 
school hours. Now they had what had 
been fairly and appropriately de- 
scribed as a back door settlement of this 
question. The Government had shut the 
front door boldly in the face of the 
straightforward Amendment. Now 
they opened the back door and 
stretched out both their hands to secular 
instruction, to encourage in their wav 
the view that neither parent was bound 
‘o send nor child to attend religious 
instruction, nor any teacher bound t give 
it. In these circumstances, where no 
one need teach religion and no one need 
learn it, why could they not honestly say 
they wished to sever religion from educa- 
tion and set up a secular system? The 
Government had not the courage of their 
opinion, but he must have the courage 
of his. He maintained the immense 
advantage of commencing with prayerand 
religious teaching the education daily 
given in the public elementary schools. 
He believed the value of this system to be 
immense in rural areas, and incalculable 
in our large towns, where to many it was 
the only form of religious teaching to 
which the child ever listened. The Minis- 
ter for Education incurred an immense 
responsibility when he struck this blow 
at the heart of the religious life of the 
country. 


*Mr. CHANNING (Northamptonshire, 
K.) said he really thought the hon. 
Baronet might have left the con- 
science of the Government alone when 
he himself was prepared to vote in a 
sense contrary to that of the celebrated 
by-law bearing his name. The hon. 
Baronet himself was the author of 
the system which he condemned in 
Clause 6, and it was rather hard on his 
part to challenge the conscience of 
the Government on that matter. This 
was a subject upon which he (Mr. 
Channing) felt more deeply than upon any 
other subject which had come before them 
in regard to this Bill. He lamented that 
the discussions on this Bill had been 
so confined to the competing claims 
3D 2 








1467 Education (England 


of rival sectarian bodies and 
so little reference had been made to 
the interests of the children. Was it 
or was it not the interest of 
little children to be in the school at nine 
o'clock so that they should learn 
something in the earlier hours of the 
day when their faculties were fresh ? 
Why should parents be encouraged to 
withdraw them in the early hours because 
of wretched religious squabbles? If 
there was any justification for the Bill 
it was because it was a generous, loyal 
effort to introduce peace into the schools, 
to create an atmosphere freed from 
sectarian passion where the education of 
the children could really be expanded. 
He was an opponent of Clause 6 because 
it was not the right way to seek peace to 
encourage the withdrawal of just those 
classes of children who most needed the 
higher influences. It was because it 
was a better way to secure peace that 
in furtherance of that object he most 
heartily supported the Amendment. He 
perfectly appreciated his right hon. 
friend’s motives and supported his pro- 
test against the inefficiency of the con- 
science clause—he had more than once 
taken his share in vindicating the rights 
of parents under the conscience clause ; 
but if passing this clause meant that the 
consciences of one or two parents would 
be satisfied; for one child who might 
be saved from hearing religious teaching 
from which its parents disapproved, might 
not hundreds of children be turned into 
child slaves? Why should they seek to 
destroy the discipline of the schools ; 
why should thousands of children lose the 
opportunity of getting in the freshness 
of the morning the teaching they ought 
to have, whether it were secular or 
religious? They had finally banished the 
one man and had _ established 
public control over the schools, and 
therefore the bogey of religious oppres- 
sion did not really any longer exist. He 
did not think that cases of religious 
persecution were likely to occur in the 
future. Having regard to the serious 
social results and the serious educational 
and moral wrecking among the sium 
children of our great towns that would 
result from the worst class of parents 
withdrawing their children during the 


and 


power 


Mr. Channing. 
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time religious instruction was being 
given, he hoped the Committee would 
not adopt the clause. Many years ago 
he took an active part as one of its 
founders in the work of the Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, 
and he sat for some years upon the Law 
Committee which dealt with cases of 
cruelty to children Like others in 
that House, he had sat on the Committee 
which passed the Employment of Child- 
ren Bill and studied the terrible evi- 
dence of the labour of school children out 
of school hours on which it was based. 
The interests of hundreds and thousands 
of children were affected, and they could 
not be set aside as they would be by 
this Clause. He had received a letter 
from a lady who was one of the leading 
social reformers in Liverpool, aid who 
had been for many years on the school 
authorities, giving her opinion as to the 
result this clause would have upon -_ 
slum population. She wrote— 

“In Liverpool the careless and _ vicious 
parent far outnumbers the parent with a con- 
scientious objection to some form of denomi- 
natioual teaching. Unless the children are 
obliged to be in school, at the same time, some 
will evade school, or move from school to 
school. In the lower parts of the town it 
would be useless to open the council schools 
at all till 9.45, the only schools that 
would have any religious or moral teaching 
would be the Catholic, who would probably 
vet their children at 9 a.m. We could not. 
: I much hope that we may continue our 
present arrangement of finally shutting all the 
school doors in Liverpool at 9 a.m.” 
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Often parents were negligent of the 
highest interests of their children, whom 
they regarded drudges 
earn for them a few extra pence to enable 
them to eke out their own sordid and 
often immoral lives. It was the duty of 
the Committee to protect the child life of 
the country, and he asked them to pause 
before they accepted a Clause like this. 
He appealed also to the Labour Members 
to look upon this from the point of view of 
labour, for surely they did not wish to see 
child life crushed down by the demand 
for early labour, Surely they would 
feel their obligation to resist in some way 
the competition of child labour with 
adult labour in the labour market. On 
these grounds he hoped the Committee 
would accept the Amendment. 


more as to 
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saw no necessity for the clause to meet a 
religious difficulty. It was an invitation 
to children to barter their religious 
teaching for half an hour’s play. Slum 
children had no chance of religious 
teaching in their homes and surroundings. 


He did not see any reason for this 
clause at all. He had not seen any 


religious difficulty worth speaking of in 
any denominational school. He knew 
there was no such difficulty in the case of 
his own village. He was himself an 
employer of dissenters, and he had gone 
so far as to offer to facilitate their views, 
and they had told him that they had no 
views to facilitate. This clause seemed 
to him to have for its object the gradual 
abolition of religious teaching in the 
schools of the poor. The rich man 
could retain his schools just because 
he was ‘rich, but the poor man had 
to sacrifice his religious _ teaching 
simply because he was poor and for no 
other reason. The clause would make 
poverty a new religious disability. 
[‘‘ Why ¢”] If they wished to deprive 
the children of their religious education 
let them toe the line and do it frankly 
and openly themselves, but they should 
not in this indirect way invite the children 
to be the agents of their own undoing. 
There ought to be no mistake whatever 
about this question. A slum child had 
no chance at all of getting any religious 
education in its own home and surround- 
ings. The President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board on one occasion spoke of 
200,000 children living with their parents 
in single rooms. Those children could 
not get religious instruction in the 
pandemonium in which they lived; and 
they were not sent to the Sunday schools. 
Religious instruction in the day school 
was their only chance. He asked hon. 
Members to think of the state of things 
in common lodging-houses. [Laughter.] 
It was his weekly task to visit such 
houses, and he knew quite as much 
about them as the hon Member 
who jeered. No form of home religion 
was possible in the overcrowded bed- 
rooms and common rooms of lodging- 
houses. The children must have worship 
at school, or they would have no 
worship at all. 


wish this arrangement made in a country 
called Christian ? 


which was It was 


{2 Juty 1906} 


Did the Committee , 
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nothing short of folly—it was hardly 
honest—to tell them that these children 
would get instruction either in their 
own homes or at the Sunday school. 
What he and his friends pleaded for was 
half an hour’s religious instruction a day 
for the children attending the day school, 
because it was their only chance of 
receiving such instruction. He did not 
wish the children to be taken away from 
that instruction to play marbles. This 
clause introduced a new condition in 
the country—namely, elementary schools 
without religion. All he could say was, 
God help the children and save them 
from being sacrificed to political alliances 
—from being made the pawns in the 
Party game. They were made for 
better things, and he only hoped that the 
Imperial Parliament would do nothing to 
tamper with the religious purpose of their 
lives. 


*Dr. MACNAMARA (Camberwell, N.) 
said this was a matter to which he had 
given great consideration because he 
recognised that it was of far reaching 
importance. There was really very much 
confusion of thought as to the existing 
state of the law. He was therefore very 
much obliged to the President of the 
Board of Education for the statement he 
made at the outset. The right hon. Gen 
tleman correctly stated that Section 14 of 
of the Act of 1870 said to the parents— 
“You must bring your child to school at 
nine o'clock when the school opens ; if 
you do not want religious instruction 
provided your child can stand aside, and 
the local authority--the school board 
that was—will provide secular instrue- 
tion for the child in the meantime.” 
Then the right hon. Gentleman said he 
was greatly surprised that the conscience 
clause had not operated to a greater 
extent than it had done, and he gave 
some reasons for that. He himself 
thought that the main reason why the 
conscience clause in the Act of 1870 had 
failed was that the parents thought their 
children were perfectly safe in the hands 
of the teachers, just as most hon. Members 
did in regard to their children. If these 
debates went on long enough he felt that 
he should be obliged to interfere in some 
way with the religious teaching which his 
children were getting at the present time. 
What it precisely was he could not say, 
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and he hoped no one would say that he 
had not a keen regard for their welfare. 
No doubt another reason was that parents 
naturally shrank from exposing their 
children to the invidiousness of standing 
out. These two reasons formed the 
main grounds for the failure of the 
conscience clause. Although the attend- 
ance of the child was compulsory, they 
had never gone the length of prosecuting 
any working man because he had not 
sent his child to school until the close of 
the religious lesson. That was the law 
down to four years ago when it was very 
materially widened. In 1903 the hon. 
Member for Oxford University introduced 
a by-law, known as the “Anson” by-law. 
He was sure that the hon. baronet would 
not intentionally mislead the Committee, 
but he nevertheless had effectually done 
so in his references to this by-law. It 
was in the following terms— 

“The time during which every child shall 
attend school shall be the whole time for 
which the school selected shall be open for the 
instruction of children of similar age, provided 
that, where the parent has notified to the 
managers in writing his intention to withdraw 
the child from instruction in religious subjects, 
such time shall be the whole time for which 
the school selected shall be open for secular 
instruction only.” 


Sir WILLIAM ANSON: If the hon. 
Member will read the note, he will see 
exactly the object with which the by- 
law was offered to, not imposed upon, 
the local authorities for their considera- 
tion. 


*Dr. MACNAMARA said the note was 
as follows— 

“This proviso may be added in cases where 
the local education authority are satistied 
that the circumstances of the locality justify 
its adoption in order to meet the wishes of 
parents who may desire to make arrangements 
for religious instruction for their children else- 
where than at school.” 


No doubt that was the intention, but 
the Board of Education had passed this 


by-law in a large number of cases with- 
out any such proviso. If the Govern- 


ment was to be charged with setting up | 


the Member for | 
‘the formal Bible lesson. 


what the noble Lerd 
East Marylebone would describe as the 
ultimate cataclysm of secularism, 
did not lie with the late Govern- | 
ment, which originally laid down that) 
by-law :when the hon. Baronet was | 


Dr. Macnamara. 
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Parliamentary Secretary, to make the 
charge. What had been the result of 
the by-law? No less than thirty-seven 
counties, eight county boroughs, thirty- 
six non-county boroughs, and thirteen 
urban districts—ninety-four in all—in 
the short period of three years had put 
the Anson by-law into operation. He 
did not know that anything very terrible 
had happened in those areas. He had not 
heard that there had been an increase 
in child labour or that a large number of 
children had been withdrawn from re- 
ligious teaching. His point was that 
the by-law was embodied in Clause 6 
of the present Bill, and if there was to 
be a cataclysm of secularism the hon. 
Baronet opposite was responsible and 
not the present Government. 


Str WILLIAM ANSON : Has the hon. 
Gentleman any reason to suppose that 
the by-law has not answered the purpose 
for which it was issued 2 


THE CHAIRMAN: We are really 
getting into a discussion about the 
by-law which, except in so far as it has 
a bearing upon the Amendment to the 
clause, has nothing to do with this 
discussion. 


*Dr. MACNAMARA said his point was 
that the justification of Clause 6 lay in 
the Anson by-law. He wanted the 
children to be taught the Bible, but he 
was doubtful whether they ought to be 
compelled to attend, especially under 
the new circumstances which this Bill 
would set up. There was some confusion 
of thought on the part of those who said 
that unless the children attended the 
religious lesson they would not get any 
religious teaching at all. Nothing could 
be more wide of the mark. If the reli- 
gious lessons were stopped to-morrow, 
the children would get a good deal of 
sound, useful, religious teaching. He 
had been a pupil teacher, assistant 
teacher, and head teacher, for twenty 
years, and he knew that by far the most 
fruitful lessons were those which arose 
incidentally from time to time outside 
The Bible 
lesson consisted of Bible history, incidents, 
and names, to a large extent, and could 
not have much of real moral value in it. 
The hon. Member for East Mayo had 
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spoken as if in the new Education Code 
he had found a new and strange system 
of moral teaching set up. There was 
no discovery at all. This was not the 
first time that moral teaching had been 
made an injunction on teachers. It was 
sald in the new Code— 

“They (the teachers) can teach them what 
is noble, to be ready and self-sacrificing, and 
to strive their utmost after purity and truth.” 
Was not that religious teaching? All 
this was elaborated into a moral code in 
the Code issued that morning. The hon. 
Gentleman admitted that that was a 
most admirable elaboration, but he over- 
looked the fact that the teachers were 
specially enjoined to notice that— 

“ The scope of such lessons should be care- 
fully defined in order to guard against doing 
or expressing anything in the least subversive 
of the authority of religion.” 

He admitted that compulsion to attend 
school at religious instruction had, sub- 
ject to the conscience clause, been the 
practice ever since 1870, although it 
was modified three years ago. Why 
had they been able successfully to 
compel the parents to send their 
children to school? ‘The thing was 
entirely in the hands of the permanent 
school teachers, who were very discreet, 
very circumspect, and who used infinite 
good judgment. Had it not been 
for that discretion, circumspection, and 

good judgment there would have been a 
social revolution long ago. The teachers 
did not press denominational views, 
even in denominational schools where 
they knew the children were Noncon- 
formists, so that by their good judgment 

compulsion had been made _ possible 

But now they were starting a new 
system under which in every de- 
nominational school, on two morn 

ings a week, they were going to have 
specific denominational teaching by 
others than the permanent teachers— 
by the clergymen, and the curates whose 
teal purpose and intention must be to 
exalt and exaggerate what he would call 
the sectarian side of denominational 
religious teaching. Did the Committee | 
think that in that case, with outside 
teachers necessarily inspired with this 
particular purpose of giving the teaching 
a special denominational turn—and he 
had not a word to say against them—did 
the Committee think that they could | 
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continue the system of compulsion ? 
He was perfectly confident that they 
could not successfully do it. Under the 
Irish system, where they had Roman 
Catholic teaching every day in the week, 
it was specially laid down that the 
Protestant children should not be pre- 
sent. If it were true that they could not 
do it on two days in the week by out- 
siders who might be indiscreet, how much 
less could they do it every morning in 
the week! For all these considerations 
he was bound, notwithstanding the fact 
that he sympathised with the hon. Mem- 
ber for the Beightside Divjsion, to 
support Clause 6 of the Bill. 


*Mr. BRACE (Glamorganshire, 8.) said 
that this was the first occasion on which he 
had ventured to intervene in the debates 
on the Education Bill, and he would not 
have done so now had it not been for the 
misunderstanding or misconception of 
the real position taken up by himself 
and others who supported Clause 6. 
It was true that a number of Labour 
Members had gone into the lobby in 
support of a purely secular education, 
but it was not because they were 
anti-religionists or because they did 
not believe in Bible teaching. Most of 
them spent their Sundays in endeavour- 
ing to teach the Bible in Sunday schools, 
and it was a mistake to say that they 
were not in direct sympathy with giving 
religious instruction to children. He 
supported Clause 6 as it stood, because 
he accepted it as the charter of freedom 
and liberty of conscience. They had 
heard a good deal about the rights of 
the minorities ; indeed there had been a 
good deal of special pleading for the 
rights of minorities; but now they were 
asked to say that the minorities should 
have no rights, that it should be com- 
pulsory on the parents to send their 
children to school during the hour of 
religious instruction. The object of 
Clause 6 was to place the children in 
exactly the same position as the teachers. 
He knew something of the working classes 
of the country; he was a workman 
himself and the son of a workman, and 
when he heard hon. Gentlemen speak as 
they had done regarding the attitude 
of parents towards religious teaching 
it showed that those Members did 
not quite understand the problems 
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they were discussing. He pleaded for 
Clause 6 as it stood, and he was sorry the 
Government had not come before the 
Committee supporting the clause with all 
the weight of a united Cabinet behind it. 
At the same time as there were a number 
of people in the country who had con- 
scientious objections to certain forms 
of teaching, it was the duty of this House 
to protect them. 


Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON (Northum- 
berland, Tyneside) said it had been very 
clear during the debate what the motives 
were which inspired opposition against 
Clause 6. A large number of hon. Mem- 
bers disavowed the very plea on which 
they founded their objection to the 
secular Amendment. They were now 
told that a great majority were absolutely 
opposed to secular instruction, and yet 
they said they had no faith in the chil- 
dren being sent to school for religious 
teaching unless they were 
Lis contention was that Clause 6 was 
the one Clause in the Bill that carried the 
issue in the right direction. 
almost the one truly liberal clause in the 
Bill. Fe thought he knew something 
about theology, but when he came to this 
F.ouse as a politician he found himself ir 
a Sanhedrim of amateur theologians in 
which the Bill was discussed less on poli- 
tical than on religious grounds. There was 
one exception, but of what value was 
that ? It was said that there would be 
new facilities given, or new inducements 
to child labour. If that were true, it was 
an extremely important consideration ; 
but what effort had been made by hon. 


Gentlemen who took up that position | 
to give the Committee anything in the | 


nature of political or statistical informa- 
tion on the subject? What did they, 
as politicians, know of what was happening 
in the matter of child labour, or of the 
real value of religious instruction in the 
schools? If they wanted to discuss 


the question of under-feeding they ap- | 


pointed a Committee or Commission to 
make inquiries; but had anybody pro- 
posed to appoint a Commission to inquire 
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It was /| 
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Mohammedans. Nobody could dispute 
| that. For instance, the noble Lord the 
| Member for East Marylebone would have 
| been the most devout of Mullahs, and he 
| believed the hon. Member for West Ham, 
| despite his very pronounced ethical bias, 
|to which he desired to pay a tribute, 
_would have been very practically ethical 
on the lines of a good child of Islam. 

The beliefs which figured upon the floor 
'of the House were political beliefs, but 
some hon. Members had given them 
confessions of faith. He respectfully 
deprecated all confessions of faith in that 
Assembly, as such confessions on the part 
of hon. Members holding positive forms of 

creed would justify countervailing ethical 

assertions, and yet how offensive those 
would be considered by hon. Members 
who were always giving them the as- 
‘surances of their faith. He regretted 
‘that his hon. friend the Member for 
Leicester had given himself a certificate 
of spirituality in this matter, because they 
were not there to decide upon matters of 
spirituality. Surely they were present not 
as theologians but as politicians to decide 
these questions on political grounds. 
Clause 6 had the merit of being drawn 
on political grounds, and the only political 
consideration urged against it was that 
advanced by the hon. Member for North- 
ampton, that it would not guard the 
children against the tendency of the 
worst class of parents to take their 
children from school and set them to 
work. Yet the conscience clause had not 
been taken advantage of for this purpose, 
/and the worst class of parents were, in a 
| variety of ways, under the influence of 
the Church missions. The opponents of 
the clause were trying to refuse one kind of 
political freedom to one of the best classes 
of parents. The Sermon on the Mount 
had been alluded to, and he would remind 
‘the Committee, therefore, that the noble 
| Lord the Member for Kast Marylebone, on 
"a previous occasion, had said—a wonderful 
effort of tolerance—that he did not object 
'to that, but that such teaching was ab- 
solutely worthless from the point of view 


of Christianity. 


into the actual results of the instruction | 


which had been given in schools on re- | 
ligious lines for the last 100 years? If. 


a great majority of the Members of this 
F ouse had been born in a Mohammedan 
ccuntry they themselves would have been 


Mr. Brace 


Lorp R. CECIL thought the hon. 
Member was not quite fair. The point he 
had discussed was how far Christian 
faith was taught in the schools, and he 
had said that as a definition of Christian. 
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faith the Sermon on the Mount was not 
sufficient, although he might have used 
stronger words. 


Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON said what the 
noble Lord wanted was not moral teaching 
in the schools, but dogmatic teaching. 


Lorv R. CECIL said he wanted both— 
Christian faith and conduct. 


Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON asked whose 
fault it was that education in this country 
was backward? For at least 100 years 
all education had been kept back by the 
constant action of the Church of England. 
The Church of England had been the 
stone in the wool. In any country where 
there was a clearly dominant church, 
there education was backward relatively 
with other countries. 


*THe CHAIRMAN said the hon. Mem- 
ber was not speaking either to the Amend- 
ment or to the clause. 


Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON said he 
would drop that argument as far as he 
coud and would confine himself to the 
Amendment and the clause. He wished 
to express his regret at the loss the House 
had sustained by the death of Sir Wilfrid 
Lawson, who had voted for the secular 
Amendment, and declared that the right 
way out of the theological wrangle, which 
was going on over the schools of this 
country, was to introduce secular educa- 
tion. 


While the hon. Member was proceeding 
with his argument Mr. BELLoc (Salford, S.) 
on his way to his seat, passed between the 
hon. Member and the Chairman amidst 
cries of ** order.” 


*THE CHAIRMAN: Order, order. I 
must explain to hon. Members that when 
iny Member is speaking on the first or 
second bench, they must not cross 
between the hon. Member and the Chair. 


Mr. BELLOC : I must apologise to the 
Ccmmittee for my ignorance of its rules. 


‘Ir. J. M. ROBERTSON said that | 


Clause 6 would save the country from 
the tyran_ou.. consequences which would 


flow from his Bill under the facilities 
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given by Clause 4. In a considerable 
number of schools there would in conse- 
quence of those facilities be no escape 
from absolutely dogmatic teaching save 
by way of Clause 6. Dogmatic teaching 
might be right or wrong. The Committee 
was not permitted to express any opinion 
upon that, but it was not education. 
Education consisted in the eliciting of 
the powers of a child’s mind and teaching 
it how to use its reason. Therefore 
dogmatic teaching was non-educational 
teaching, while Clause 6 was primarily an 
educational clause. He ventured to 
deprecate the unfortunate line which 
had been taken by the hon Member 
for East Mayo, who, while he backed 
up the right of parents to settle for 
themselves the education of their chil- 
dren in regard to members of his own 
faith, now came forward with a sugges- 
tion to disregard the rights of other 
parents, and to interfere with their rights. 
What was the value of the moral teaching 
given in the fashion which the hon. 
Member wished it to be given, if the 
child was to be taunted and mocked 
at by the very people who were giving 
it? It had been suggested by some 
who supported the Amendment that 
it would be possible so to arrange 
that the children who were withheld 
from the religious teaching might get 
secular teaching during that time. 
But how would that operate? How 
had it operated in the past? The 
right hon. Gentleman the Minister for 
Elucation had indicated his knowledge 
of a number of cases. In his opinion 
the secular teaching given to the with- 
drawn child was a species of teaching 
that was repellant to the child and not 
meant to carry on his secular education 
in any way. And he could quite under- 
stand that; because if it was thought 
that the withdrawn child was gaining 
three-fourths of an hour’s secular teach- 
ing beyond that which was given to the 
other children, the parents of the other 
children would at once complain that 
their children were losing that education 
which was given to the withdrawn child. 
So that any secular system of that kind 
would have the effect of creating teaching 
which was objectionable and repellant. 
Those who supported Clause 6 did 
so because they held with the right 
hon. Gentleman that it was essential. 
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In the opinion of masses of people in 
this country “ clericalism is the enemy,” 
and he felt that ‘the more strongly when 
he saw the hon. Member for East Mayo 
showing a disposition to join the other 
forces in this House to curtail the liberty 
of the layman. The hon. Gentleman 
the Parliamentary Secretary had adopted 
the phrase “clericalism is the enemy.” 
But that phrase did not mean that the 
clergy were the enemy. It did not mean 
that every clergyman wasanenemy. The 
word clericalism was an intensive term, 
and meant the domination of the clerical 
influence and the clerical spirit over the 
lay spirit. Ee hoped most Members 
of the House did protest against cleti- 
calism in that sense. It was because 
he protested against it in that sense 
that he supported the Amendment. 


Education (England 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of London) 
said the two preceding speakers were 
among those who desired to see established 
in this country a purely secular system of 
education, and they, therefore, naturally 
supported Clause 6 in its present shape, 
and it certainly harmonised with the 
views they had laid before the Com- 
mittee. But he confessed he had not 
been impressed by the strength of the 
arguments they had put forward. The 
hon. Gentleman who had just sat down 
had discovered two facts which rather 
startled him. The first was that the 


great enemy for 100 years to the cause | 


of popular education in this country had 
been the Church of England—a state- 
ment which seemed to be belied by every 
passage in the history of the country. 
Any human being who looked into that 
history could see that the Church of 
England in the last 100 years, like the 
Church of Scotland in preceding cen- 
turies, had been the pioneer in the work 
of popular education, and had in that 
cause made infinite sacrifices, both 
pecuniary and other. Another dis- 
covery the hon. Gentleman had made 
had as little foundation in fact. It was 
that this Amendment was intended to 
help, and would have the effect of help- 
ing, the Church of England as dis- 
tinguished from other denominations 
and other forms of religious teaching. 
The hon. Gentleman knew that the 
noble Lord the Member for East Mary- 


lebone bitterly complained that the. 


Mr, J. M, Robertson. 
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ing, and excluded the teaching of the 
Church of England and the Church of 
Rome. He thought his hon. friend had 
rather exaggerated his case, because the 
Amendment did not apply to Cowper- 
Temple teaching alone, but it did compe! 
the attendance of children for Cowper- 
Temple teaching in what were now 
voluntary schools, on three days out of 
the five. How the bon. Gentlemen with 
these facts staring him ‘n the face could 
tell the Comm‘ttee that an Amendment 
moved by a Nonconformist Member 
on the other side of the House was an 
Amendment intended to bolster up the 
teaching of the Church of England anil 
the Church of Rome passed his compre- 
hension. The hon. Gentleman had drawn a 
distinction, the value of which he could 
not apprehend, between political con- 
siderations and _ other considerations, 
and he had told the Committee 
that if they had beer born in a 
Mohammedan country they would all have 
been Mohammedars, or if they had been 
born in a Bhuddist country they would 
all have been Bhuddists. The hon. 
Gentleman must carry that reasoning 
very much further if he adopted it at all. 
He advocated the teaching of morals in 
the schools as opposed to religion. If the 
hon. Gentleman had been born in a differ- 
ent century and in a different country 
his morality might not have been of 
the high type it was now. He 
must extend his argument to secular 
education, because had he had the mis- 
fortune to have been born in a less en- 
lightened century and a less enlightened 
country, his views would have been at 
variance with those which he inculcated 
on the generation in which he happened 
to have been born. The hon. Gentle- 
man would forgive him for putting aside 
the whole of that portion of his argument. 
Ee had asked, and the hon. Member 
for Mid. Glamorgan had also used the 
argument, why they wanted to compel 


‘children to attend religious instruction, 


seeing that they told them that the mind 
of the country was made up that religion 
should not be banished from the schools. 
If the parents really took this strong view 
on religion, they argued they did not 
require any compulsion for their children 
to attend religious instruction. ‘They 


valued religion, and that was a sufficient 
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guarantee that the children would attend 
even if no compulsion was placed upon 
them. That was the argument, and hon. 
Gentlemen who used it must remember 
that when they talked in England of 
the country desiring a certain thing they 
meant the majority of the country. 
Nobody denied that there might be 
parents who objected to religious teaching 
altogether — careless, selfish _ parents, 
parents who were indifferent and did not 
consider what was best for their children. 
Were they to leave those classes alto- 
gether uncared for? By this clause such 
parents would be allowed to have an 
option. The argument of the hon. 
Gentleman was clearly opposed to the 
policy adopted for secular education. 
The parents in this country were not 
allowed tosay that their children should 
not have secular education. They were 
compelled to send their children to 
school. They could not be trusted not 
to allow selfishness, carelessness, in- 
difference, and other things to stand in 
the way of the education of their children. 
The opponents of the clause based their 
argument on that. What was good for 
secular education was equally good for 
religious education. What they objected 
to was that by drawing distinctions 
between the two classes of education 
they would discredit in the eyes of the 
parents and in the public opinion of the 
country that part of education to which 
hon. Gentlemen opposite refused to apply 
that compulsion which they felt justified 
in applying to the other half of the 
educational system. The hon. Mem- 
ber for North Camberwell approached 
the same topic from a wholly different 
point of view, and advanced an argument 
which, he thought, was new in the debate. 
If he understood the hon. Gentleman, his 
point was that compulsion in matters of 
religion was tolerable so long as the system 
was in existence which this Bill would 
upset ; and it was tolerable because it was 
carried out by the elementary teachers. 
But now that that system was to be upset, 
now that elementary teachers were not to 
be allowed to deal with religion, now that 
it was to be handed over to the clergy of 
the various denominations, they would 
have a wholly new influence imported. 
They, would find that the priest or the 
Nonconformist minister would take such 
an exaggerated view of those things 
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which divided Christians that the whole 
religious harmony of a district, which 
could only be preserved if religion was 
taught by the teacher in the school, 
would be lost. He thought the hon. 
Gentleman would admit that that 
was a fair statement of his argument. 
With the conclusion that was to be 
derived from the speech of the hon. 
Member for North Camberwell—namely, 
that the teacher should be allowed to give 
the religious instruction—he was in 
entire agreement. He did not share 
the hon. Gentleman’s apprehension of a 
great increase in sectarian bitterness should 
the clergyman be forced to come into 
the school to give religious instruction. 
But he agreed that in the circumstances 
it was best that the religious instruction, 
whether denominational or undenomina- 
tional, should be given by the teacher, 
who was responsible for the discipline 
of the school and understood the art of 
teaching, which was an entirely different 
matter from the science of theology. 
The Minister for Education had left the 
clause to the Committee. For that proceed- 
ing there were examples, but it was not 
usual, and was only justified in the case 
of a question about which there was a 
strong difference of opinion in the 
Cabinet or among the supporters of the 
Government. But, though the right 
hon. Gentleman had left the question to 
the Committee, he had not concealed his 
own emphatic opinion in favour of the 
clause as it stood. The argument upon 
which the right hon. Gentleman really 
rested his defence of the clause was that 
of freedom of conscience. The hon. 
Member for the Louth Division of Lincoln- 
shire took the same line, but in their 
development of the same argument they 
absolutely contradicted each other. The 
Minister for Education had said that to 
compel the minority in a school—pre- 
sumably Nonconformists — to attend 
during the time of religious instruction, 
and then to require from the teacher 
differential treatment for them was to 
put the unfortunate children in a position 
which was cruel to those of sensitive 
minds, who dreaded being marked out 
from the rest of their schoolmates. 
But the argument of the hon. Member 
for the Louth Division was that while 
in the schools which he knew best, 


where the great mass of the children were 
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Nonconformists, the majority would not 
press hardly upon the Church minority, 
in schools of another class the tyran- 
nical squire or the intolerant parson 
would make the lives of Nonconformist 
parents a burden so bitter that they 
would not dare to obtain for their 
children that religious instruction which, 
left to themselves, they would natuially 
secure. 


*Mr. PERKS said the point he had tried 
to bring out was that, owing to the opera- 
tion of Clause 3, national schools in 
Lincolnshire would have so strong a 
clerical atmosphere as to compel Non- 
conformist children attending them to 
adapt themselves to their form of religious 
teaching. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: What a 
compliment to the Act of 1902! These 
evils which under the Act of 1902 were 
either avoided or reduced to relative 
insignificance were all brought back to 
full activity by Clause 3 of this Bill! 
The hon. Member for the Louth Division 
appeared to hold the view, which had 
been publicly expressed by Dr. Clifford or 
some other eminent Nonconformist 
Divine, that this Bill was far more clerical 
than the Act of 1902. When he remem 
bered that there was to be compulsory 
Cowper-Temple teaching every day of the 
week in schools attended by Noncon- 
formist majorities, he must say that that 
Was an opinion rather unjust to the Bill. 
It was not his business to defend the Bill, 
but he thought the time had come when 
the right hon. Gentleman should obtain 
justice even from his friends. It had 
been pointed out that in the county 
council schools the question of conscience 
never came up, and that the idea that the 
denominational minorities attending them 
were oppressed was a complete delusion. 
The same thing was exactly true of 
voluntary schools. There was no con- 
science difficulty in these schools. In 
truth, the idea that the minority of 
children in the one class of school or the 
other was going to be made miserable 
had no foundation in fact, and ought not 
to be allowed to influence the decision 
of the Committee in regard to the clause. 
He could not conceive how hon. Members 
opposite who believed in religious in- 
struction forming part of the country’s 


Mr. A. J. Balfour. 
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national system of education could con- 
sistently vote against the Amendment. 
How was it possible for them to defend 
their view of the position which religion 
should hold in elementary education if 
they drew a distinction between secular 
and religious subjects, and said that, 
while the teaching of the first must 
be compulsory, the teaching of the other 
must be voluntary ? Such an attitude 
would inevitably lead to the destruction 
of that blending of religion with education 
which for forty years the strongest efforts 
of the House had been directed to make an 
indestructible part of the social life of the 
people. The Members of the House who 
‘believed in a purely secular system of 
‘education were a small minority. Every 
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‘other section of the House, undenomina- 
tional or denominational, so long as they 


were in favour of religious teaching in the 
schools, were bound to support the 
‘Amendment. He found it difficult to 
believe that any Member who voted 
against the Amendment either fully 
understood its consequences or really 
entertained the view that religion was a 
necessary element of national welfare, 
and consequently should form part of 
the elementary education of the children 
of the country. 


*Mr. H. R. MANSFIELD (Lincolnshire 
Spalding) said he was afraid that Members 
from Ireland who supported the Amend- 
ment had lost sight of the fact that there 
were hundreds of rural villages in England 
‘in which there were no Roman Catholic 
schools, ana that the clause would be a 
‘distinct help to the Catholics residing in 
such villages. Under present conditions 
Catholics so situated were forced to take 
the Anglican teaching or occupy an 
invidious position under the conscience 
clause. But under Clause 6 they would 
be able to keep their children from school 
during the hour of religious instruction. 
He was astonished that the Anglican 
section of the community did not welcome 
Clause 6. In view of what had been said 
in the course of the debates respecting 
Cowper-Temple teaching, he would have 
thought that those who objected to that 
form of instruction would have been glad 
of the opportunity which the clause 
would secure to them of preventing their 
children receiving it, Speaking on behalf 
of the agricultural labourers, many of 
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whom lived in his constituency, he said | 
that many labourers were Nonconformists, | 
but such men were without the powerful 
organisations which Anglican and 
Catholics had behind them to investigate 
their grievances. The Nonconformist 
labourer was weak, and his views were 
often inarticulate, although his relig‘on 
was to him as dear as—and probably 
much dearer—than was the religion of 
the dweller in the town to him. His 
chances of success in life were practically 
nil, and if he was a religious man he 
looked forward to another life in which 
things might be more equal. Being 
often of the same religion as his father, 
he desired that his children should be 
of the same religion as himself. Up to 
the present he had been under the 
operation of the conscience clause. If 
Clause 6 were eliminated he would be 
driven back upon that. He believed that 
would be a calamity. He had nothing 
to say against the conscience clause 
except that it had been of no use. He 
once spoke in a village school, and 
when he had finished the clergyman 
and the schoolmaster pointed out to him 
high up on the wall a diety placard which 
turned out to be a copy of the conscience 
clause. He said at the time that it 
seemed to him that no one had ever 
read it, and he was told that there was 
no religious difficulty in that village. 
The fact was children did not like to be 
put in an invidious position ; and under 
that clause parents were often put in 
not only an invidious but a dangerous 
position. The children had first to bear 
the brunt, and if the father chose 
to over-ride the child and stand by the 
conscience clause, then he _ himself 
had very often to run the gauntlet. 
It was all very well to say that these 
tyrannical employers did not exist, but 
they did, and men had now often 
to pay the price of their convictions, 
and if they asked for the operation of 
the present conscience clause they had to 
pay a price which they were little able 
to bear. He agreed with the Minister 
for Education that no conscience clause 
was worth anything unless it carried 
with it the right to withdraw a child 
during the time of religious instruction. 
They asked for Clause 6 as it stood, 
because they felt that it brought freedom 
for the Anglican against simple Bible 
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teaching, freedom for the Catholic against 
Protestant teaching, freedom for the Non- 


conformist against sectarian teaching, and 


freedom for the secularist against any 
religious teaching at all. It was because 
they believed it paved the way for 


freedom that they wanted to adhere to 


the clause as it stood. The hon. Member 
for the Basingstoke Division had said that 
Clause 4 was jerrymandered by the 
Nonco.formist in the interest of the 
Roman Catholics. This wis not so; the 
Nonconformist did not like and did 
not want Clause 4. Hon. Members 
opposite ought not to speak of jerry- 
mandering after that exhibition of it 
which was given in the wear and tear 
Amendment. He thought that the only 
people in danger of jerrymandering were 
the parents. The rights of the parent 
had been put forward in aid of denomina- 
tional teaching, but now that the whole 
matter was proposed to be left to the 
parent they were being told that Parlia- 
ment must decide th> matter. They 
did not think that the parent had a 
right to demand a certain teaching, 
but thy did say that he had a rizht to say 
that he would not have some other 
teaching. They asked that the parents 
should have liberty in this matter; if 
there was to be any compulsion of the 
child it ought to be the direct act of the 
parent and not of the State. He hoped 
the Committee would stand by this 
clause. They were asking for justice 
to the agricultural and other labourers, 
and he trusted there would be an 
overwhelming vote in favour of freedom 
to all classes and sections of the commu- 
nity, which would be secured by leaving 
this question of religion for the parents 
themselves to decide, 


Mr SAMUEL ROBERTS (Sheffield, 
Kcclesall), in supporting the Amendment, 
said the question appeared to him to be 
whether religious instruction was to 
continue to be compulsory during school 
hours. He represented a city where the 
Act of 1902 had been a very great success, 
because both political Parties made up 
their minds to lay aside their religious 
differences and work for the benefit of the 
children alone. The result was that good 
feeling had prevailed between the 2duca- 
tion committee and the managers of 
voluntary schools. He had asked the 
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Archdeacon of Sheffield what would be 
the result in the voluntary schools if 
Clause 6 were carried, and he had replied 
that by taking religious teaching outside 
school hours and leaving it optional they 
were doing a cruel injury to the children 
of careless parents whose children needed 
religious instruction most. The Arch- 
deacon further stated that by this clause 
they would be putting a premium upon 
non-attendance ; that parents would be 
tempted to keep their boys at home to 
work and girls would be wanted at home 
by their mothers ; and the children would 
prefer to play. The result would be that 
the bulk of the children would never leari 
any teligion at all, What had happened 
in America ‘ There pressure was brought 
to bear on account of sectarian animosi- 
ties and denominational teaching was 
taken awav from the Pari 
passu with this the attendance at the 
Sunday schools in America dropped off. 
The President of the Board of Education 
suid he wanted to make the conscience 
clause a reality. It had been a reality. 
The children had not been withdrawn 
from the schools during religious instruc- 
tion because they had no real reason for 
withdrawing them. From inquiries made 
of the teachers in the thirty-five voluntary 
Church schools of Sheffield—many of 
whom had been in the schools for thirty 
or forty years—as to whether children had 
been withdrawn during their terms of 
office it appeared that, with the exception 
of a few Jews, not a single child had been 
withdrawn. The Minister for Education 
said it was possible that the parents did 
not withdraw their children because they 
did not wish to place them in an invidious 
position. Surely the conscience of a 
parent could not be very sensitive if 
that were allowed to stand in the way of 
withdrawing a child from the religious 
instruction. A former Member of this 
House who sat on the Opposition side in 
the last Parliament said to him the other 
day— 

“The House of Commons is engaged in 
seeing what is the minimum of religious edu- 
cation that may be given in the schools. 
Though our Master said, ‘Go ye into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature,’ 
you are trying how little you can teach to the 
children who are afterwards to be the manhood 
and womanhood of England.” 


schools. 


Mr. ROGERS (Wiltshire, Devizes) said 
that since the passing of the Act of 1902 he 
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had been engaged one day a week in the 
working of the Act in his own county. 
He felt that Clause 6 raised an exceedingly 
important question from the point of view 
of administration. The working out of this 
Bill when it became law would devolve 
entirely on the local authorities, and he 
submitted that nothing should be done to 
make it more difficult for them to carry 
out the important and arduous duties 
with which they were entrusted. He 
disliked Clause 6 because it said that 
religious instruction was to be outside 
of school hours, and that it was to form 
no part of the normal life of the day 
schools. He submitted that that was 
not in accordance with the scheme of 
the Government. The Bill, as he under- 
stood it, was based on the principle of 
undenominationalism, He had heard a 
number of speeches from the Treasury 
Bench defending the Bill on the lines of 
simple Bible teaching. It seemed to 
him that if it was right to instigate and 
encourage a local authority to give simple 
Bible teaching power ought to be given 
to make that teaching part of the normal 
curriculum of the school, Under Clause 
6 they were not doing that. It was left 
entirely an open matter, From the 
point of view of the discipline of the 
school he could not disguise from himself 
the strong conviction that the effect of 
making the religious teaching outside 
the school hours would be that the 
children would come in between nine 
o’clock and a quarter to ten in irregular 
batches. That would utterly destroy 
the common life of the school during the 
three quarters of an hour, and if the 
children came in from time to time it 
would be impossible for the teacher to 
give them proper instruction. The alter- 
native was to make the children stay 
outside the school till a quarter to ten. 
In the case of village schools to which 
the children came long distances it would 
be to keep them outside until the first 
lesson was over. From the point of 
view of discipline, therefore, Clause 6 
would not be an improvement. Having 
the greatest possible sympathy with 
the principle of religious freedom, he 
did not think the present conscience 
clause had worked in a satisfactory 
manner in the great majority of cases. 
If a Nonconformist child was with- 
drawn ordinary religious 
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teaching and given the multiplication | 


table to learn in the corner of the class- | 
room, that was an invidious and detes- 
table position in which to put a small | 
child. 
effective was to allow the children to be 
withdrawn not only from the class but 
also from the premises. He thought 
that trouble had come because under 
the Act of 1870 the conscience clause was 
interpreted as only allowing withdrawal 
from the class and not from the premises. 
There were exceptions to that at the 
present time. Under the by-law children 
were withdrawn from the school premises, 
provided that their parents asked per- 
mission in writing. So far as he was 
aware, the local authority had not insisted 
on any form of religious instruction 
being given by the parents. He thought 
it would be impossible for any local 
authority to follow a child to its home, or 
to cross-examine a child as to what it was 
doing during the time it was withdrawn. 
There were schools which had so few 
rooms that there was no place in which 
a child could be put when withdrawn 
from religious instruction. He contended 
that it should be possible to withdraw 
the children from the premises as well 


as from the class if proper protection | 


was to be given. It was obvious that 
under the new Bill the conscience clause 
would not be required in so many cases 
as hitherto. Ifa parent desired to with- 
draw his child from a Church school 
where teaching was of a_ particular 
character, there would always be the 
alternative of Cowper- Temple teaching, 
and he did not anticipate that there 
would be the same urgency for the 
operations of the conscience clause in 
future. 
the Brightside Division could see his way 
to add to his Amendment some Amend- 
ment on the lines of the one of which he 
himself had given notice he thought it 
would meet the case.+ He was not inclined 


{2 Juty 1906 


The way to make the clause | 


If his hon. friend the Member for | 





+ The Amendment referred to was to add at 
the end of the Amendment under discussion, 
‘and provided that when a parent has notitied 
to the managers in writing his intention to 


withdraw the child from the schoolhouse 
during the time allotted to such religious 


observation 
under 
attend at such schoolhouse, except during th 
times allotted in the time-table exelusiv ely to | 
secular instruction. ’ 


or instruction, he shall not be 


any obligation to cause the child ~ 
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to think that the question of child labour 
| was very much more than a bogey. If it 
| Was more than that it ought to be dealt 
| with by legislation passed for the 
regulation of the employment of children. 
If a parent was put under the obligation 
of writing to the local authority claiming 
exemption for his child on conscientious 
grounds, he did not fancy a parent would 
do that in order to get his child put to 
work. He was certain that a con- 
scientious objection would only be taken 
by a parent who felt strongly on the 
subject. He thought the clause as it 
stood was a danger to discipline and would 
hamper the local education authority in 
maintaining the efficiency of its education. 
He believed the local education authority 
should have the opportunity of making 
religious instruction part of the normal 
life of the school. 


*Mr. G. GREENWOOD (Peter- 
borough) said they were all agreed in 
wanting to see a final settlement of this 
question, so far as there could be finality 
in mundane affairs. Above all, they 
were agreed in wishing to see an end of 
| those deplorable disputesand controversies 
concerning dogma aad doctrine which 
were an injury to the great cause of 
national education which they all had at 
heart or which they all professed to 
have at heart. But they would never 
see that finality, that end to disputes and 
controversies unless the question was 
settled on sound and intelligible principles 
—principles that would secure that strict 
and impartial justice was meted out to 
every section of the community so that 
no majority would be able to oppress 
any minority in the country however 
numerically insignificant that minority 
/might be. What was the principle for 
which the passive resisters had been 
so long and_ strenuously contending ? 
| It was that no man ought to be com- 
pelled by law to pay for the support of 
any religious teaching to which he was 
conscientiously opposed. That seemed 
to him a most admirable principle, and 
should be taken as a first principle in this 
matter. It seemed to him an odious thing 
to use all the powers of the State to coerce 
a man to pay for religious teaching of 
which he conscientiously disapproved. But 
if he was right in that, what was the result ? 
| We had now quartered all our public 
| element: wry schools comfortably on the 
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rates and taxes, and the State levied 
rates and taxes with the most sublime 
impartiality from every citizen, without 
asking him what was his religious belief, 
or even if he had any religious belief at 
all. What would happen when this 
Bill became Jaw? They would be tax- 
ing thousands of their fellow-countrymen 
in order to compel them to pay for 
religious teaching of which they disap- 
approved, in direct violation of the 
principle which he had ventured to lay 
down, the principle for which the 
passive resisters had contended, and 
every passive resister who—he did not 
say supported this Bill, because the 
Bill was an immense improvement on the 
Act of 1902—but who actively supperted 
the teaching of religion in State schools 
at public expense, would show that, 
consciously or unconsciously, he had 
been only fighting for his own hand, 
and was now ready to throw on others 
the very burden against which he had 
so loudly protested when it was laid on 
his own shoulders. They had heard a 
great deal from the benches opposite about 
the right of parents. It was said that 
a parent had a right to have his children 
brought up in his own religion. That 
came rather remarkably from the Party 
which, for a quarter of a century, had 
opposed, tooth and nail, the enactment 
of a conscience clause, and had said in 
effect to every parent in rural districts 
“You must send your children to 
Church schools to be educated in 
the doctrines of the Church of Eng- 
land, unless you are content to leave 
them without any secular education at 
all.” A parent had a right to bring up his 
children in his own religion, but he had 
not a right to demand that his children 
should be educated in any religion he 
pleased at the State expense, otherwise 
this country would have to embark in 
a gigantic system of concurrent endow- 
ment which would embrace not only all 
forms and varieties of Christianity, but 
which must also in justice comprehend 
many other shades and varieties of faith 
not excluding the ethical societies. ‘The 
parent had no right to demand that his 
child should be brought up in any religion 
he chose at the State expense. The 
only right of the parent in this connection 
was that his children should not be taught 
in the State school any religion of which he 
disapproved, The case was put admirably 
hy the present Secretary for India in a 


Mr. G. Greenwoud. 
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book published in 1873 on National 
education— 


“The answer was simple and obvious. 
Parents have an inalienable right to choose 
the kind of religious instruction which their 
children shall receive. No one disputes that. 
Our simple contention is that along with this 
right of choosing their religious instruction 
goes the duty of paying for it. If I say to 
the parent, ‘your child shall not be allowed 
to receive instruction in Catholic doctrine, or 
in Baptist doctrine, I am a tyrant, If the 
parent should say to me, ‘I insist that you 
shall pay for instructing my child in doctrines 
which you do not accept, then it is he who 
is the tyrant. Yet nothing less than this is 
involved in the present educational system. 
We are teaching the religion of some with 
money raised by the taxation of all.” 


Then the right hon. Gentleman went 
on to say— 


“Writers for the newspapers, who had not 
always time to think about the terms they 
use, have the face to insist that we are for 
depriving the majority of the community of 
the right of giving their children a religious 
education. What we really seek is to deprive 
the majority of the right of making the 
minority yay for giving this education to other 
people’s children. . . . We are next told that 
the ratepayers, when asked to speak for them- 
selyes, reply all over the kingdom by over- 
whelming majorities, as if, in religious affairs 
it were not a settled principle of our’ Govern- 
ment that the majority, however great it may 
be, and however strenuous its convictions, 
shall still not force the conscience of the 
minority. We force Quakers to pay for war, 
and Peculiar People to callin doctors ; but the 
protectiun of the Realm and the protection of 
life are secular ends, not religious ends, like 
teaching catechism.” 

He held that that was a perfectly good 
and logical distinction, and he was 
surprised that hon. Gentlemen supported 
the proposition that if they were entitled 
to have compulsory secular instruction, 
they were entitled to have compulsory 
religious instruction also. The conscience 
clause was an admission that they were 
teaching in State schools what they had no 
right to teach compulsorily. In regard 
to the difference between secular and 
religious education, the argument of the 
right hon. Gentleman the Secretary for 
India in his book was wholly admirable, 
and he could have wished that it had 
been in the hands of every Member in 
the House before these debates came on. 
The author said— 

“ Secular instruction is one thing, and religious 
instruction is something quite different ; no one 
who accepts Government aid on condition of a 
conscience clause can deny this absolute separa- 
tion. The State has no more to do with the 
provision of religious instruction than it has to 
do with the provision of a band of music for 
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each parish. That is the affair of those who | collected the rates and taxes, did not 
want MUSIC, O1 who want religious instruction. | consider very much what religion was 
There is no prohibition nor wish to prohibit. | 2 oe Spat 
There is only absolute neutrality and taught in the schools, His view, however, 
indifference.” | was that the people had a right to say 
_|that the money they paid should be 
As one who had long been in favour of | disbursed in a way of which they ap- 
oa or j 2 j : bal 
the “secular solution ie could not | proved. It was said that the conscience 
wholly approve of the Bill, but at least | ¢jause had been in this country for many 
he thought they were pisemtig a years inoperative, but supposing that to 
Pr sig a oa a © ‘have been the case—a very large assump- 
ay > 2n9r ‘ early é. P . 
shane cn : t 4d i . Pa 1 his Y Ge" tion—would not the influence of the local 
strié « é ate) S areu- e oo e ° ° 
pon — on = Pi “ekg “a bee authority have cons‘derable bearing in 
) y an appeal to his own schoo . : . . 
eee ae e Write ‘ + 2 h we regard to the operation of this conscience 
sxperience, th: xy could not have an ; 
Sr ee ee ee : . |clause? The Catholics had no reason 
efficient conscience clause unless this . . 
“eae : to complain of the operation of the 
clause remained intact. If it were other- aera 
ine ah a : : ., | conscience clause, loose as it was, and he 
wise the children who claimed the benefit 
F Be | was sure they would never have reason to 
of the conscience clause at the school eae We acy ; 
; : : ane do so. Their objection to this clause was 
would have to submit to be called “ little ‘iaih: 9: haem tate reli int 
’ C ; ’ ’ é p ace religious e satlo 
atheists” or “little agnostics.” The hon. |‘ i en Len Th oe 1 ag 7 
ot = c eval ATV : Vv ae - 
Member for Northampton had sneered er ary  pacipiee a Tegarc pe > 
P Seal ~ . . r a < 190 ag 
at the term “agnostic,” but for himself igiouS and mora teaching as of far 
he deprecated controversy of that sort | ™oTe Importance than the secular part of 
because, as had been said by an hon. education, and they could not assent to 
friend of his before, it might lead to 2y proposal which placed religious and 
retaliation and to the discussion of ques- oral teaching upon a secondary plane, 
. . e AJ 2 . 
tions which could not properly be dis For himself he thought the local authority 
cussed in this House. He would content would be able to see that the conscience 
himself therefore with saying that the | clause became a reality. 
hon. Member for Northampton appeared 
to have forgotten his Greek. “Agnostic” 


was a perfectly good word, which had 


*Mr. HELME (Lancashire, Lancaster) 
been introduced by Professor Huxley. said he did not think it couka meena 
The “ gnostic ” was the man who pro- that the object which the Goverument 
fessed to know all things, and the had in view in introducing this clause 
agnostic was the man who said he did | ad been to incorporate in the Bill a 
not know. He was very glad to see that | genuine conscience clause, which all 
the new Code included provisions for | of them on the Ministerial side of 
definite moral instruction as part of the the House claimed to be necessary. 
secular work, such as the duty of kind-| Hon. Members opposite scarcely realised 
ness to animals. He had no hesitation | how Nonconformists felt upon this ques- 
in saying that was more valuable instruc- | tion, and without for one moment sug- 
tion for the child, and more truly religious gesting that the clergy and the te.chers 
than the teaching of certain stories which employed in the voluntary schools 
some of the greatest scholars within the | of the country had distinctly set 
Church itself told them might be dismissed | themselves to inculeate doctrines which 
as mythology. He supported this clause, | they believed to be regarded as 
not because it was logical—he was aware | ihn by many of the parents of the 
8 —_— , <r for Hi IN | children, yet it was the fact that their 
matters political, and still less in matters | ¢ joy. ; es ae ng es 
a because it was just, and | aaa sh, «20 hag Pen —— “ 
: : — | Church teaching had offended the 
he would never believe that that which | feelings of a very large number of 
was consonant to justice could be at | a ¥ 
variance with true religion, | 


parents. The doctrines which were 

taught under the word Church in 

the Creed included that of the 
Sir THOMAS ESMONDE (Wexford, Apostolic succession, and in regard to 

N.) said that no doubt the State, having | that and other matters there should, 
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he thought, be greater security under the 

conscience clause in future than there had 

been in the past. But whilst holding that 

view he would ask whether they might 

not, in endeavouring to obtain relief 

from the intolerance which had obtained in 

the past, be going too far in accepting | 
this clause. He admitted that in re- | 
gard to the undenominational and | 
secular aspect of school life the irregu- 
larity of attendance might demand | 
very careful consideration. It was 

possible, quite apart from the action 

of the parents, that the children them- 

selves might play truant, and as 

the Committee had decided in favour | 
of religious instruction being continued 

in the schools the question was whether 
as a matter of practical politics they 

could not secure a position which would 
prevent them from drifting into a 
purely secular system. It seemed to 
him that if the Government were to 
adopt the Amendment now before 
the Committee amended by the omis- 
sion of the word “ secular” and the substi- 
tution of the words ‘‘in such pure and 
simple ethics and moral order as shall be 
approved by the education authority,” 
and at the same time make the | 
Anson by-law obligatory, they might 

arrive at a solution of the question. 

They would then have three alterna- 

tives which would provide for religious 
instruction as part and _ parcel of 
the ordinary school curriculum subject 
to the restrictions of this real con- 
science clause which would not permit 
children whose parents did not desire 
jt to participate in it. If they took the 
case it provided for, they had a provision 
to bring the child to school at ninein the 
morning, and if the parent did not desire 
his child to receive religious instruction 
the child was to be put into another place to 
receive alternative, not secular instruction. 
If the Anson by-law was made obligatory 
all that the parent would have to do 
would be to write a letter to the school- 
master and the child would be absolved 
from attendance. That would enable 
those who desired no religious instruc- 
tion to be given to their children to be 
satisfied, and it would allow those persons 
who did desire their children to have 
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{COMMONS} 


| sectarian 


j at all. 





1496 


wid Wales) Bill. 


special religious instruction to have 
their children taken by the clergyman 
or the priest and given special instruction 
in the Church or some other place. 
Whilst as a Nonconformist he urged 
the claim of unsectarian education he 
wished to be perfectly fair to the con- 
sciences of others. If this by-law was 
made obligatory they would make the 
Bill very much more satisfactory in its 
working in the country, because there 
would be no reason for those who objected 
to it adopting the policy of passive 
resistance—which it was said they might 
be compelled to adopt. Thus the chil- 
dren might have religious instructiov 
different in dezree; it might be the 
Cowper-Temple teaching for five days 
a week, or on the other hand they might 
have dogmatic teaching on two days in 
the week supplemented by the Cowper- 
Temple teaching on three days in the 
week, or in the four-fifths schools 

teaching five day a_ week, 
children might not come 
He would rather take the risk 
under these conditions of unfair 
influences being brought to bear on 


or the 


‘the children than he would willingly 


consent to a system which would 
exclude religion from the schools. He 
should therefore support the Amend- 
ment of his hon. friend and would try 
to vary it in the manner he had indicated. 


*Mr. CARLILE (Hertfordshire, St. 
Albans) said he rose to support the 
Amendment of the hon. Member for 
the Brightside Division, which he hoped 
would receive the hearty support of 
the Committee. It did not entirely 
meet the views of those with whom 
he sat, but it went, as they believed, 
a long way towards removing what 
they held would be very mischievous 
clause as it stood. He 
associate himself with the 


in the now 
desired to 
hon. Baronet who recently spoke from 
below the gangway in this matter. In 
their opinion religious instruction was 
absolutely vital for the happiness of the 
children and must be given under the 
most favourable conditions. It had in 
their opinion to be kept close to secular 
education in order that there might 
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be no sense, in the mind of the child, of its 
being divorced from secular education. 
They wanted religious and secular educa- 
tion to be given together in the school so 
that the child should be impregnated with 
the religion for which they had all striven 
during all these years. All that was not | 
to be had in this Amendment, but it went 
some way towards it. The clause, as it 
stood, practically destroyed that for 
which they were contending. There 
were some, he knew, who felt that if 
increased facilities were given to children | 
to avoid certain things they would 
immediately go and do them, but that was | 
not his experience. If they made it| 
easier for people to keep their children | 
away from religious instruction were they | 
acting wisely? It seemed to them | 
that the clause was bent upon destroy- | 
ing all religious instruction in the schools | 
and it was because of that that they | 
felt so strongly about it. But they | 
felt, quite apart from that, that religious | 
instruction should have the first place, | 
and they would not be satisfied with its 
being put at the end of the morning | 
or squeezed into an odd _ half-hour | 
in the afternoon, They believed it | 
should come first and be made 
the most important of all, and tone 
the whole education which the children 
received. They believed that if religious | 
instruction was taken out of the 
school hours the impression on the 
child’s mind would be that religious 
instruction was inferior to that which 
they were receiving in the school. 
Another point they did not lose 
sight of was that religious instruction 
being given largely and chiefly by the 
teachers themselves gave the teachers on 
the one hand an immense leverage over 
the children, and on the other influenced 
the children very much in accepting the 
teaching. He knew that vast numbers 
of teachers in this country would strongly 





oppose any attempt to prevent their 
giving religious instruction to their 


children, because they knew the power 


of it. If, as the hon. Member for 
North Camberwell had told them, 
the most effective instruction that 


he had given was giver not in con- | 
nection with the Bible, but in 
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connection with certain moral lessons 
it certainly was not the fault of 
the Bible. Those with whom he had 
the honour to sit recognised that in the 
Scripture lessons there wasthe power of 
God to enable the child to absorb them, 
but no one would suggest that there 
was such a power behind mere moral 
maxims. And it was because there was 
this power behind religious teach- 
ing that they insisted upon it, and that 
they, with God’s help, would see that it 
should have the first place in the school; 
that it should be the paramount in- 
fluence in the school life of the children. 
The hon. Member for North Camber- 
well had also said that the great 
reason why children were not  with- 
drawn under the conscience clause 
was that the parents had confidence 
in the teachers. He believed that 
was true, because up to now they had 
been able to ascertain that the teachers 
believed in the divine truths which they 
were called upon to teach. He would 
just like to say a word on the subject 
of some observations which fell from 
the hon. Member for one of the divisions 
of Northumberland. The hon. Gentleman 
deprecated their taking up a religious 
ground on this subject, and said that the 
Bill was political. He, however, thought 
it was very diflicult altogether to divorce 
the political from the religious on most 
occasions, and he was not sure that it 
was desirable that they should do so. 
He thought, at any rate, that the moral, 
if not the religious side, of legislation, 
ought to be considered, and he was 
certain thatas a rule it was considered by 
hon. Members in this House. He pro- 
tested at all events against the idea that 
this Bill was to be separated in their 
minds from religious considerations. Then 
the same hon. Member had spoken of 
education as being the drawing out of the 
powers of the child’s mind. The hon. 
Gentleman apparently thought that that 
was all that they should expect of edu- 
Many of them claimed that 
education, to be worth its name, must 
draw out all the powers of the child. 


cation. 


THE DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN said the 
remarks of the hon. Gentleman 


2 E 2 


were 
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Very general and were not confined to 
the Amendment. 
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*Mr. CARLILE said he was merely 
trying to explain why they laid so much 
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| 





| 


stress upon the importance of the spiritual | 


nature of the child. The hon. Member for 
West Ham said his faith was strong that 
religion would be continued in the schools, 
but he did not give any reason for the 


1ope that was in him, excepting his faith | 
hope that was in } ting his faith 


in something that might happen in the 
future which would lead to the mainten- 
ance of religious instruction, notwith- 
standing the fact that he would make 
it extremely easy for parents to keep 


their children away from religious in- | 


struction, and for children to avoid it. 
They did not believe in the view held 
by the hon. Gentleman, and therefore 
for the most part he believed hon. Mem- 
bers on the Opposition side and those 
below the Gangway would support the 
Amendment. 

*Mr. SOARES 


(Devonshire, Barn- 
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mandate. He would not go into the 
question of mandate now, but this he 
would say, that every hon. Member ‘vhen 
it did not conflict with his conscientious 
feelings liked to do what the majority of 
his constituents desired, and he was 
quite certain that the majority of his con- 
stituents desired religion to be taught in 
the school and the hours of teaching to 
be made compu sory, of course subject to 
the conscience clause. He did not think 
the conscience clause was sat sfactory at 
the present time, and he would like to see 
the Minister for Education brace it up 
as much as was necessary. If they 
passed the clause as it stood and refused 
to accept the Amendment they would be 
putting all the delights of playtime in 
competition with religious teaching. It 
would be a very extraordinary child that 
did not prefer to play games rather than 
be taught religion or anything else. 
Another fact to be remembered with 


regard to this clause was that they were, 


in the case of the towns at any rate, 


putting the desire of giin in the minds 


staple) said the hon. Gentleman who had | 


just sat down had asked the Committee to 
combine their religion and politcs in a 
most extraordinary fashion, but he seemed 
to have forgotten one point, and that was 
that His Majesty’s Government had 
left it an absolutely open question. 
There was no question of Liberal or of 
Tory so far as this clause and Amend- 
ment were concerned, and he thought the 
Government had been very well advised 
in their action because there was nothing 
of a departmental nature whatever about 
the Amendment or the clause. The know- 
ledge which was necessary for anyone to 
come to a conclusion was as open to any 
humble Member of this House as it was 
to the Minister for Education himself. 
The Amendment was rather an extra- 
ordinary one. It was proposed by a 
Nonconformist and supported by Roman 
Catholics and by Members of the 
Anglican Church. That fact in itself 
showed that it had nothing whatever to 
do with various denominations. 
opinion, the point at issue with regard 
to this Amendment was _ whether 
they were in favour of 
education or a _ secular system 
educatin. The hon. Member 


of 
for 


Northampton had pouredscorn on what he 
was pleased to call the doctrine of 


Mr. Caldwell. 


In his | 


| 


religious | 


| 


| 
| 


of parents. In all our large towns 
children of ten or eleven years of age 
might easily earn a few coppers in the 
time given to religious instruction, and 
he would sincerely regret if that should 
happen. So far as council schools in the 
rural districts were concerned, religious 
teaching was entirely under the Cowper- 
Temple Clause, and, where a school under 
this Bill would be a transferred voluntary 
school, on three days of the week there 
would be Cowper-Teriple instruction, 
and on other two days denominational 
teaching, but he also hoped that on these 
two days there would be the alternative 
of Cowper-Temple teaching to those 
children who desired it. He hoped that 
that would be made sure on the Report 
stage of the Bill; if it were he did not think 
any one, whatever his denomination, could 
have a grievance if religious education 
were made compulsory. The hon. Mem- 
ber for North Camberwell said he found in 
the course of his experience as a school 
master that more good was done in- 
cidentally during the days’ teaching than 
during the time of the religious 
lesson. Surely if that were an argument 


at all it was an argument for abolishing 


all forms of religious teaching at the 
opening of school, and that proved that 
the issue was really on> between s2cular 
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education and religious education, and 
therefore he for his part intended to vote 


for the Amendment and against the. 


clause. 


Mr. HARWOOD (Bolton) said he 
should vote for the Amendment and 
against the clause. The clause would 
really operate quite differently from what 
seemed to be generally thought in the 
Committee. It would have the fate of the 
conscience clause, and would remain 
absolutely inoperative ; in fact it was only 
a conscience clause in another form. 
Why was the conscience clause a dead 
letter? It was said that the people were 
afraid of exercising their rights under 
it because they were afraid of tyranny. 
That at any rate did not account for it 
in his part of the country. Nobody 
would say that a Lancashire cotton 
spinner was afraid of anybody, and 
he was sure he would not be afraid of 
any parson. What was tle strongest 
force which affected people generally 
in regard to this matter ? It was not super- 
stition but habit. The working classes 
were in the habit of doing this and that, 
and the last thing they would ever 
think of was doing something that was 
contrary to the habits in which they 
had been brought up. For more than 
thirty years it had been the habit of the 
people to send their children to schoo! 
at nine o'clock in the morring, and they 
thought that was the proper time. In 
Lancashire, where the fathers and 
mothers got up at 5.30 in the morning, 
it would be preposterous to suggest 
to them that the time to send their 
children to school was 9.45, for that 
would be turning the whole thing into 
ridicule. This clause would become 
an absolute dead letter for the very same 
reason that the conscience clause had 
become a dead letter. The great mass 
of people would continue to send their 
caildren to school at nine o'clock and 
only the bad parents would take advan- 
tage of this clause in order to utilise 
the labour of their children. The result 
would be that all these children who 
went to school at nine o’clock would 
have to receive this religious education 
because there was nothing clse for them. 
He thought the chidren ought to have 


the choice of a good secular teaching | 


‘bad for dise’pl ne. In the Code which 


beginning at nine o'clock. They had 
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heard so much about education and 
conscience that he was disposed to be- 
come quite frivolous, for he was sick of the 
whole thing. He wanted to look at the 
matter from the ’bus driver’s point of 
view or the point of view of ordinary 
people. He was an employer of labour 
himself, and he found that all sorts 
of reasons were given for sending 
children to a particular school, but he 
never heard one give the religious view. 
Let them drop all this talk about con- 
science and give them an alternative at 
nine o’clock. It was nonsense to lose 
the best part of the morning. They 
had been asked to consider the education 
of the children, but they appeared 
to him to be always forgetting that. 
From the point of view of the children, 
could any hon. Member deny that nine 
o'clock was late enough to commence 
school ? It was nonsense to begin school 
later than that hour. They ought to give 
the children a choice. Let them give 
the parents the alternative of sending 
their children to religious teaching from 9 
to 9.45 or some other teaching. Give 
them a fair choice and abide by the 
result. This clause would play into the 
hands of exclusive religious teaching. 
It would also play into the hands of the 
improvident, careless parent and would 
deprive the children of the most valuable 
three-quarters of an hour during the day. 


Lorp BALCARRES said the hon. 
Member had under-estimated the danger 
to the children from improvident and 
careless parents. The Minister for Edu- 
cation had recognised that difficulty. 
It would not be easy to strengthen the 
law to meet that danger. He would 
support the Amendment because he 


/wanted to see religious instruction given 


distinetly within school hours. Clause 
6 as it stood distinct!y put religious 
instruction outside school hours, or, at 
all events, made attendance thereat 
unnecessary. In some schools religious 
nstruction was not by any means con- 
fined to the beginn'ng of the day. There 
were schools in Lincolnsh're where it 
was given on four separate occasions 
during the day, and if the children were 
free to come and go upon those occasions 
thee must inevitab y be confusion and 
disorganisation, which in itself must be 
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had just been issued it was laid down | tion was made to the school teachers and 
that football and rounders shou!d, under | the school attendance officers for in- 
certain conditions, be put within school | formation as to the conditions under 
hours. He was all for putting rounders | which the children lived. Their Reports 
within school hours, but he was equally | entirely reversed the evidence given by 
for including religious instruction with-| the police. It was pointed out that 
in school hours. The one was at least | the selling of milk and newspapers was 
as important as the other, and hej indulged in to a great and growing de- 
was quite certain that, however the public | gree by parents at the expense of the 
might regard Clause 1 and the. other | children up to the hour when the schools 
great operative clauses of the Bill, it | were opened. The county council made 
would prefer that this clause should be | by-laws which prohibited the employ- 
excluded. He sincerely trusted that} ment of children in all the cases they 
the Committee would either amend the | could touch up to forty minutes before 
clause in the direction proposed by the the hour for the schools opening. If 
Member for the Brightside Division of the regular hour for opening the school 
Sheffield or exclude it altogether. was postponed till a quarter to ten, 
‘there might be an extension of this 
Mr. CHARLES HOBHOUSE (Bristol, | child labour which was most deleterious 
E.) said he came down to the House | from the point of view of education. It 
with the intention of supporting the might be sid that the parents who drew 
clause, but he found such omissions in | a profit—he would say a wicked profit— 
the speech of his right hon. friend the | from the labour of young children were 
President of the Board of Education that | few. The information obtained from 
he felt that, on the whole, the difficulties | the teachers was that this was not so. 
which surrounded the insertion of the | However well acquainted the hon. Mem- 
clause were greater than were fully ber for Tyneside might be with the 
realised. The speech of his right hon. | conditions in great industrial towns, he 
friend omitted to meet the question of | could not be acquainted with the in- 
discipline in the schools and the diffi- dustrial conditions in the rural districts, 
culties of child labour, which were very for otherwise he would not have mini- 
much more real in the rural districts) mised the question of child labour in 
of England than seemed to be realised. the way he had done. Hon. Gentlemen 
2 thought difficulty would arise in the who had declared themselves secularists 
vorking of the clause on account of the had had the courage to vote against 
different times at which little children the Government. Let those who were 
in the rural districts would leave the} in favour of some religious instruction 
scattered cottages in which they lived. in the schools also have the courage 
That was a small point in the minds of | of their convictions. If it was right that 
Members of this House, but it loomed there should be religious instruction, they 
largely in the imagination of the parents | should not have a clause like this. For 
of the children in the districts, and | these reasons he found himself, somewhat 
it was one which could not be omitted | against his will, bound to vote against 
in considering the administration of the clause. : 
the Bill. As to child labour, he thought | 
that a great many Members of the House) Mr. PIKE PEASE (Darlington) said 
were not fully alive to the extent to) this was one of the most important 
which it was practised in the rural questions that had ever been placed 
districts of England, and especially in before the House of Commons, and he 
the small towns. About a year and a, believed the right hon. Gentleman, in 
half ago he went into the question of allowing the Committee to give a free de- 
child labour as practised in Wiltshire. | cision, had done the right thing. The case 
There were two inquiries, the first being , of the Shalford schools in Surrey showed 
held through the agency of the police. conclusively that if children were given the 
The representatives of the police said | option whether they should go to school or 
there was no great amount of child | not they did not go. A Church school at 
labour in the county. That Report was | Shalford was transferred to an association 
not regarded as satisfactory and applica-| under lease on the condition that the 


Lord Balearres. 

















1505 


Education (England 


trustees might provide what religious 
teaching they liked prior to 9.45, but 
neither children nor teachers were obliged | 
to beat the school prior tothat hour. The 
vicar and curate taught regularly, but the 
limit of attendance at the voluntary 
religious lessons was unsatisfactory. The 
system was found to encourage irregu-! 
larity and unpunctuality, the results of, 
the teaching were disappointing, and the 
system was considered so detrimental to 
the school as an educational machine 
that when the lease fell in the county 
council officials declined to entertain the 
ilea of continuing it on the same terms. 
What they wished to see taught in the 
schools of this country was the Christian 
religion—not something which might 
equally well be Mohammedanism. — It 
was impossible to look at this great) 
question entirely from the political point | 
of view; they must to some extent look 
at it from the point of view of their faith. 
He hoped the Amendment would be 
carried by a large majority. 


Mr. ASHTON (Bedfordshire, Luton) 
said he looked at this question not only on 
religious grounds, but still more largely on 
educational grounds. He must confess 
that he had never himself been an advo- 
cate of excessive religious instruction in 
theschools. In his own district they had 
religious instruction for one hour on 
Mondays. He was unable to see why, if 
two hours religious instruction a week 
sufficed in public schools, the children in 
elementary schools should require more. 
He himself considered that the extra 
time might be made better use of in the 
secular education of the children. He 
had always felt that the Sunday school 
and the home ought to do most of the 
religious instruction of the children. At 
the same time, in the great towns where 
there was a residuum of the population, 
and where the parents did not care 
whether their children got any religious 
instruction at all, these children should 
have a chance of receiving some religious 
instruction. But it was not mainly from 
the religious aspect that he viewed this 
question and proposed to vote against 


the clause. It was on _ educational 
grounds. He agreed verv largely with 


what his hon. friend the Member for East 
Bristol had said about the waste of 
educational time if the children were not 
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compelled to go to school at nineo’clock 
to have some kind of instruction. There 
was another view. The children with- 
drawn from religious instruction would 
be wasting their time in the streets or in 
the fields for three-quarters of an hour 
every day while the other children, who 
were receiving religious instruction, were 
at any rate learning something, and 
their minds were being trained. Another 
aspect of the question was that the State 
would lose. They were spending enor- 
mous sums of money on these schools, but 
there would be a great waste of the State 
money if for three-quarters of an hour 
every day the schools and the teachers 
were not employed in doing the work of 
education for the withdrawn children. 
He admitted that there was a certain 
amount of risk of the children withdrawn 
from religious instruction having the 
finger of scorn pointed at them, and 
possibly being called atheists, but he 
thought that the chances at this time of 
day of the parson or the teacher treating 
the children as Nonconformists, as they 
used to do, were limited indeed. In the 
first place, this Bill would put the 
clergyman in a very different position 
from that which he occupied when he 
was the only manager; and in the case 
of teachers they had now become 
servants of the State, and servants of 
the county, and they would find political 
influences in their way which they did 
not in the old times. 


Mr. WALTERS rose in his place, and 
claimed to move, ‘‘ That the Question 
be now put;” but the Chairman with- 
held his assent, and declined then to 
put that Question. 


*Mr. CLAVELL SALTER (Hants, 
Basingstoke) said he approached this 
matter from the point of view of the 
interests of denominational teaching. 
The result which he would like te 
see emerge from all the turmoil of 
these «discussions was the equal 
giving of definite denominational 
instruction to all denominations in all 
public elementary schools. From that 
point of view he should have no 
difficulty whatever in supporting this 
Amendment, were it not for the form 
which Clauses 3 and 4 of this Bill had 
for the moment assumed. Let the 
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Committee consider how unsatisfactory 
would be the religious teaching in the 
schools as those clauses now stood. He 
confessed that he was in some doubt as 
to whether he ought to assist in making 
attendance compulsory during the time 
of such teaching. This clause to him 
seemed to be directed not against denom- 
inational but against religious teaching. 
The schools would be open, the time 
tables in force, religious teaching would 
be going forward or would be offered, 
and under those circumstances he was 
asked to say that the attendance of the 
children should be optional. It seemed 
to him that some of the strongest reasons 
which might be urged against Clause 6 
had very little to do with education, and 
nothing at all to do with religion. He 
thought it would be very injurious to the 
discipline of the school if a lesson given 
by one of the teachers might or might 
not be attended by any child as he 
pleased. The system of elementary edu- 
cation should be as invariable as possible. 
The school should be opened and closed 
at fixed hours, and all the children 
should be compelled to attend between 
those hours. He was opposed to making 
any subject in the elementary schools 
optional; and if they sought for any 
subject to make optional, religious in- 
struction was the last they should select. 
To make the best of a bad business, the 
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better solution was that if any parent! 
desired to withdraw his child from reli-| 


gious teaching he should be at liberty 
to do so under the conscience clause. If 
he desired to withdraw his child in order 
that it should have better religious 
teaching elsewhere, he should be in a 
position to do so. But unless a parent 
desired to avail himself of one or the 
other of those rights religious teaching 
should be compulsory. He supported 
the Amendment. 


*Mr. ADKINS (Lancashire, Middleton) 
said he heartily supported Clause 6 as 
against the Amendment and he hoped 
it was possible for every member of the 
Committee to do that without being a 
traitor to educational efficiency or 
disregarding the conscientious opinion 
of other Members. The intention of 
Clause 6 was to make religious educa- 
tion an optional matter, and that only 
those children should have it 
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parents desired it. The moment they 
went beyond that obvious principle they 
were at once involved in using State 
machinery for the formulation of ideas 
and for the enforcement of religious 
principles which were actively opposed 
or only discontentedly acquiesced in by 
parents whose children had those lessons, 
The hon. Member for the Luton Division 
of Bedfordshire had admitted most 
candidly that if they had compulsory 
religious lessons in the school the minority 
of children who did not take them but 
who, under the Amendment, would be 
obliged to have arithmetic or something 
else of a special character, would be at a 
great disadvantage. If there was not 
enough secular education taught in the 
school, then let them have courage enough 
to make it more. A child who was 
taught arithmetic instead of religion 
would get ahead and put the others to a 
disadvantage. He thought the proper 
solution of this difficult question was to 
allow every parent the opportunity of 
intimating to the teachers of the school 
if he wished his children to have religious 
instruction. If so, then he thought the 
machinery of the State should be available 
for that type of religious instruction which 
did not advance the particular interest 
of any particular sect or any particular 
society. Such was Cowper-Templeism de- 
pendent upon the actual defined wish of the 
parent—{A laugh]—and it was so in spite 
of the irrelevant laugh of the noble Lord 
who apparently could conceive no kind of 
religious teaching which did not grind 
the axe of some special group of people. 
He himself said it was right and just that 
the State machinery should be used for 
undenominational religious teaching where 
the parent desired it. They did not 
think it fair that the machinery should 
be used as a matter of compulsion where 
the parent did not indicate that he 
desired it. If they put real compulsion 
upon children attending school to have 
Cowper-Temple religion or compulsory 
arithmetic they were making it more 
difficult for the child to receive religious 
instruction in some other place at that 
hour if the parents wished it. He wished 
to facilitate that. 


Lorp ROBERT CECIL: Why should 


you care about that ? 
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*Mr. ADKINS said he was grateful for 
that observation. It showed in language 
the most brief and least courteous the 
abyss of ignorance in which the noble Lord 
lived with regard to this question. He 
cared about it, and the other members 
of the Committee who supported un- 
denominational religion wished also 
to give every facility for denomina- 
tional teaching elsewhere. By voting for 
the clause they were voting for making 
religion as it should be, a voluntary 
matter. He must cordially support the 
clause as against the Amendment, and 
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so as to give religious instruction 
to children whose parents cared about 
it then they would obtain it for all children 
whose parents desired it, and the teachers 
of the school would know as far as it was 
possible what children were intended to 
be there and what parents desired the 
assistance of the teachers in giving 
religious instruction to the children. 


Question put. 


The Committee divided: —Ayes, 267 ; 





he believed if it were ultimately amended 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Acland-Hood, Rt.Hn.SirAlex. F 
Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch 
Ambrose, Robert 
Anson, Sir Wi liam Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Armitage, R. 
Ashley, W. W. 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 
Astbury, John Meir 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt.Hn.Sir H 
salearres, Lord 
Balfour, Rt.Hn. A.J. (City Lond. 
Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) 
Janbury. Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
3aring, Hon.Guy (Winchester) 
Jarran, Rowland Hirst 
Seach,Hn. MichaelHugh Hicks 
Jeauchamp, E. 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 
Blake, Edward 
Boland, John 
sowles, G. Stewart 
Boyle, Sir Edward 
sridgeman, W. Clive 
Brodie, H. C. 
sryce, Rt. Hn. James( Aberdeen 
Buckmaster, Stanley O. 
Bull, Sir William James 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 
burke, E. Haviland- 
surnyeat, J. D. W. 
Butcher, Samuel Henry 
suxton, Rt. Hn. Sydnev Chas. 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Curlile, E. Hildred 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H 
Custlereagh, Viscount 
Cave, George 
Cavendish, Rt Hn. Victor C. W. 
Cawley, Frederick 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Ceci', Lord John P. Joicey- 
Ceci!, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) 
Chamberlain, Rt. Hr. J. (Birm. 
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AYES. 


Chance, Frederick William 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Cleland, J. W. 

Coates, E. Feetham (Lewisham 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E 
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Gilhooly, James 





(Division List, No. 177.) 


Ginnell, L. 

Gooch, George Peabody 
Gordon, J. (Londonderry, 8.) 
Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Haddock, George R. 
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O’Kelly, James(Roscommon,N 
O'Malley, William 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 
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Wilson, J.W.(Worcestersh, N.) 
Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 

Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart 
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TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
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Faber, G. H. (Boston) 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 
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Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
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Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
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Mackarness, Frederic C. 
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Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 
Schwann, Chas. E.(Manchester) 
Scott, A. H.(AshtonunderLyne) 
Sears, J. E. 
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| Whiteley, George (York, W.R.) 
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TELLERS roR TIE Nogs 
Dr. Macnamara and Mr. 
George W_ite. 

Member for Lincoln would 


ment in the name of the hon. Member practically lead toa re-discussion of the 
for Blackpool and thav in the name of question they had been discussing this 
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afternoon, with the exception of one| friend the President of the Board of 
small part, and therefore they were out | Education what they were now called 
of order. upon to vote was that religion should be 
|taken out of school hours. It required 

Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of London), | no courage on the part of the Government 
upon a point of order, submitted that | to bring the Committee to such a position 
if the Amendment of the hon. Member as this, but it might imply lack of 
for Blackpoolt went beyond the purview | prudence and foresight on the part of 
of the decision of the Committee, the | the Government to induce the Committee 
Committee were not precluded from|to stultify its own previous decision. 


discussing it. 


*THe CHAIRMAN said the Committee 
had practically decided that the operative 
part ofthe clause wastostand The opera- 
tive part of the clause was that the parent 


of a child attending a public elementary | 


school should not be under any obliga- 
tion to cause the child to attend at the 
school house except during the times 
allotted to secular instruction. That 
being the case, the class which the hon. 


Member for Blackpool sought to exempt | 


was already exempted. If he were 
allowed to discuss his Amendment he 
would have to do so on the lines that the 


particular class of parent to whom he | 


alluded should be exempted, while other 
classes should not be exempted. That 
would be quite out of order in view of the 
decision of the Committee. The same 
observations applied tothe other Amend- 
ment in the rame of the hon. Member for 
Lincoln on the Paper to the clause. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“ That Clause 6 stand part of the Bill.” 


Mr. AUSTIN TAYLOR (Liverpool, 
East Toxteth) said he desired in the few 
minutes that were left to the Committee 
for the consideration of this Bill to enter 
his protest against this clause because 
it was a cowardly one, inasmuch as it 
sought to relieve the Committee of the 
responsibility of saying that religion 
should go out of the schools of the 
country and invited the parents to say it 
for themselves. On a previous occasion 
the Committee had decided that religion 
should remain within the school hours, 
but by the admission by his right hon. 


the Amendment standing in the name of the 
hon. Member for Blackpool was “in Clause 6, 
page 4, line 9, after the word ‘ school,’ to insert 
the words ‘ provided that he is able to satisfy 
the local education authority that the child is 
receiving adequate religious instruction else- 
where than at the school. ’” 


Mr. Emmott. 


| Religion in the school was to be treated 
worse even than it was treated in the 
House of Commons. He felt strongly on 
this question, and he believed that this 
clause was going to place the supporters 
of the Bill in an impossible position. He 
urged them to be honest. He would a 
hundred times sooner have voted for the 
Amendment of the hon. Member for 
Burnley, or the Amendment moved by the 
right hon. Gentleman the Member for 
West Birmingham, because, whatever 
might be said of those Amendments, they 
did not put religion as a sort of curtain- 
raiser before the performance in which 
"everyone was supposed to take an interest. 
This clause did not keep even the word of 
| promise and it broke it to the hope. It 
invited the parent to do what the Com- 
|mittee could not do themselves. It 
| might be thought that the people of 
| England would not understand the pro- 
| ceedings of this House, but he thought 
they would understand unmistakably 
| what the Committee meant by passing a 
iclause of this kind, and the invitation 
| which would thus be written upon the 
| forefront of the Bill. The clause paltered 
with them in a double sense and menaced 
their interests. 





Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, E.) 
said the Government had not succeeded 
in their attempt to follow some of the 
worst examples set on the Continent of 
banishing the name of religion from 
/our schools. They had called upon 
'the Committee to settle the question, 
but the division which had just taken 
place would not settle it. Could any- 
thing besettled by a majority of sixteen ? 
As long as the Government possessed a 
majority of hundreds they might hope to 
settle th’s question one way or another, 
but they could not do it with the 
majority which they had just gained. 
When the news of this debate was read 
to-morrow, everybody outside this 
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House, at any rate, would agree that 
the division which had just taken 
place would not settle the question. 
Instead of hundreds, the Government 
had only a majority fof sixteen. [Cries of 
“No, no.”] He judged the action and 
the desire of the Government by the 
speech of that Member of the Govern- 
ment who was in charge of the Bill. 
The speech of the Minister for Education 
this afternoon was as strong a speech in 
favour of Clause 6 as could be made. It 
was a strong invitation to the Party 
spirit of the supporters of the Government. 
The clause was supported on the whole by 
the Party of the Government, and if the 
Government desired to leave it to the free 
and unfettered decision of the House, why 
did they ask the Minister in charge of the 
Bill to deliver the strong and powerful 
appeal he made? He appealed to the 
Government to withdraw the clause alto- 
gether, and not to allow it to go forth that 
at this time in the world’s history England 
was about to follow the example of those 
other countries [Cries of ‘* America ”’] 
which were practically abolishing religion 
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Same issue Was now practically before 
the Committee, and the division which had 
just taken place showed an extraordinary 
change. The Amendment had only been 
defeated by a miserable myjority of 
sixteen in a House of 550 Members, and 
was the Government going to the country 
and say, “ We have settled this point 
in the education system for you in a House 
of 550 Members by a mujority of six- 
teen” ? He appealed to the Prime 
Minister, to the Government, and to the 
Minister for Education to do what was, 
after all, the only consistent thing, and 
to withdraw the clause. 


Mr. PAUL said he was going to vote 
against the clause, and he respectfully 
protested against the speech of the 
hon. Member for East Clare, because 
he was grateful to the Government for 
having allowed hon. Members to vote as 
they pleased. It could not be honestly 
said that hon. Gentlemen who voted 
against the Amendment were voting 
against the teaching of religion in the 
schools. 





and the name of God 
schools. 
by an overwhelming 
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Adkins, W. Ryland 
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Bennett, E. N. 

Berridge, T. H. D. 
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A short time ago the Committee 
majority 
that religion should be taught and the 
name of God heard in our schools. 


from their 


voted 
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Birrell, Rt Hon. Angustine 
Black, ArthurW.( Bedfordshire 
Bolton, T.D. (Derbyshire, N.E. 
Brace, William 

Bramsdon, T. A. 
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Bright, J. A. 

Brocklehurst, W. D. 
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The Committee divided :—Ayes, 294 ; 
(Division List No. 178.) 





Question put. 
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Runciman, Walter 





and Wales) Bill. 1520 
Scarisbrick, T. T. L. 

Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann, Chas. E.(Manchester) 
Scott, AH (Ashton under Lyne) 
Sears, J. E. 
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Soares, Ernest J. 


Starkey, John R. 
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Thornton, Percy M. 
Tomkinson, James 
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Tuke, Sir John Batty 





And, it being after eleven of the Clock, 
the Chairman left the Chair to make 
his Report to the House. 


Committee report Progress; to sit 
again to-morrow. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT PROVISIONAL 
ORDER (No. 10) BILL (By ORDER.) 


Order for Second Reading read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be now read a second 
time.” 


Mr. C. E. SCHWANN (Manchester, N.) 
said that he wished to move as an Amend- 
ment that this Bill be read a second 
time three months hence. He, and 
those who agreed with him, felt it their 
duty to oppose this particular Bill 
because they believed that that course 
was in the interest of the Corporation 
of Manchester and would be also for the 
advantage of the ship canal. He ad- 
mitted that the Manchester Corpora- 
tion at on» time was in favour of this 
Bill, but the Finance Committee of the 
Corporation had since reported against 
it. He was glad that a change had 
taken place in the position of the Cor- 
poration of the City of Manchester in 
“cnsequence of its having been felt that 
enough consideration had not been 
given for the damage which might be 
done to the Manchester Ship Canal by 
the Bill. Some people might ask what 


had the Manchester Ship Canal to co 
with this Bill, but he might point out 
that when that canal was first projected 
it was calculated that it would cost about 
£8,000,000 sterling, but when the work 
had got on to a considerable extent it 
was found that another £5,000,000 would 
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TELLERS FOR THE Noks—Lord 
Robert Cecil and Mr. F. E. 
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be required. That money was not to be 
found in the open market and the Corpor- 
ation of Manchester found it by the per- 
mission of this House. Another £1,000,000 
was by the permission of the House simi- 
larly, invested, so that altogether the 
Corporation of Manchester had invested 
£6,000,000 in the Manchester Ship Canal. 
The Manchester Corporation considered 
that the carrying of this Bill would 
seriously damage their interests, because, 
as the House was well aware, the whole 
question of shipping was a very delicate 
one, and if any port suffered from more 
inspection than other ports it was suffi- 
cient to cause shippers and shipowners 
to send ships to other ports. The powers 
given to the port sanitary authority 
would put Manchester in a different 
position from that which existed at 
present in other ports. The corporation 
had a power of inspection throughout 
the city, and if a greater power of inspec- 
tion was granted than prevailed in other 
ports, it would do great damage to the 
ship canal. [Cries of “ Why?”] If 
special powers of inspection were given 
to the port sanitary authority on the 
quays, it would do great damage to the 
ship canal. The same powers would not 
be given in regard to other ports, and the 
present powers of inspection at Man- 
chester were ample. He did not see why 
an exceptional course should be taken in 
regard to Manchester and Liverpool 
with reference to inspection when their 
present system was sufficiently rigid to 
exclude the importation of bad meat 
from Chicago or anywhere else. Glasgow 
was not to be subjected to the conditions 
which were proposed with regard to Liver- 
pool and Manchester, in which places the 
best possible course was taken to pre- 
serve good hygienic conditions. He 
maintained that M.nchester did its duty 
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in'the matter of meat inspection, and he 
thought it would be impracticable to 
inspect cargoes in the ports and on the 
docks. It would lead to delay and large 
claims for demurrage. If any change 
was to be made it ought to be made in 
all the ports of the kingdom. It might 
be said that this was a question of the 
rich against the poor and that the owners 
o the ship canal, as long as they got their 
dividends, did not wish to have inspection 
in their docks. All he could say, if that 
was the line of argument, was that it was 
no great catch to hold canal shares at 
present, although he was glad to say the 
prospects of the ordinary shares paying 
a dividend were improving. Only 10 per 
cent. of the food stuffs used in Lancashire 
was introduced by way of the M inchester 
Ship Canal. Eighty percent. or 90 percent. 
was landed at Liverpool, and if any restric- 
tion was to be put in force it should com- 
mence at any rate at Liverpool. Therefore 
if there was to be any reform in this matter 
they would insist upon a general measure 
being passed by the Government, in 
which case they would endeavour to 
improve it when it came before them. 
In the meanwhile he hoped all who took 
an interest in the Manchester Ship Canal 
und who thought that the canal should 
ybtain a fair share of these shipments 
from other countries would join with him 
and support him in the division that 
would take place almost immediately. 


*Mr. KELLEY (Manchester, 8.W.), 


in seconding the Motion, said that 
the Bill would inflict a great in- 
justice upon Manchester. He did 
not think he would be out of 


order in moving the rejection of this 
measure when they had regard to the 
straggle they had to make the canal, to 
obtain the money to make it, and the 
struggles they had had since to encourage 
itsuse by shippers. He did not think there 
was any man who had had more to do with 
the working classes in connection with 
this canal and who had induced more men 
to take up shares in the ship canal 
than himself. He had a small holding 
of shares in it, but though a shareholder 
he was not influenced by that fact to-night. 
Thev had had a good many struggles to 
make thecanal asuccess, and now that they 
were just beginning to make some head- 
way somebody got the Chicago meat 
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scare fever and no doubt unwittingly 
were trying to injure them. In 
confirming this provisional order they 
would inflict a great injustice on Man- 
chester. They simply asked that the 
same treatment should be given to Man- 
chester as to other ports of the United 
Kingdom. They did not quarrel with 
the idea of a closer inspection, they 
quite approved it, but they said that if 
closer inspection were needed it should 
be applied to the whole of the ports of 
the Kingdom and not to Manchester 
alone. He therefore seconded the rejec- 
tion of the Bill. 


Amendment proposed—- 


“ To leave out the word ‘ now’ and at the end 
of the Question to add the words ‘upon this 
day three months.’ ”—(Mr. C. B. Schwann.) 


Question proposed, “‘ That the word 
‘now’ stand part of the Question.” 


*T 


THE PRESIDENT OF THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Joun 
Burns, Battersea) said he felt some degree 
of confidence that the House of Commons 
would pass the Second Reading of this 
Bill and would send it upstairs to the 
proper tribunal, where the questions raised 
by the two previous speakers would be 
adequately discussed. Let him give briefly 
the history of this provisional order, 
which did not emanate from the Local 
Government Board, but was conceived 
in Manchester. It was mothered by 
Manchester and fifteen other local authori- 
ties. It was deposited on the steps of 
the Local Government Board, and he 
now asked the House of Commons to send 
it upstairs, where the infant could be 
properly examined. The bare facts were 
these. The Manchester Port Sanitary 
Authority, of the which Manchester City 
Corporation was the predominant part- 
ner, came for a provisional order, asking 
that there should be vested in them 
certain powers and duties of a sanitary 
authority under the Public Health Acts 
relating to the inspection of food. The 
Local Government Board received the 
letter from the Manchester Port Sanitary 
Authority on September 27th, 1905, 
stating that thev had had before them 
the question of unsound food being 
conveyed within their district by means 
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chester, and that they asked in con- 
sequence that the Local Government 
Board should give them this provisional 
order. The Local Government Board 
sent an official down to the district to hold 
a public inquiry. 
no opposition. The Manchester Cor- 
poration concurred as would be seen, 
by the following letter written in 
October— 

“The Corporation of Manchester understand 
that an application has been made tothe Local 
Government Board by the Manchester port 
sanitary authority for powers to seize unsound 
articles intended for the food of man either on 
board ship or hefore they are removed from the 
docks. The sanitary authority of the Man- 
chester Corporation have had the matter under 
consideration, and as they are convinced that 
the proposal is in the public interest they 
heartily support the application of the Man- 
chester port sanitary authority, and trust that 
it will receive favourable consideration on the 
part of the Local Government Board.” 

The public inquiry was held by an 
officer from the Local Government Board, 
and no objection was raised by the 
City of Manchester. The First Reading 
of the Bill took place on May 25th, and 
between then and now nothing had 
transpired except, perhaps, the Chicago 
meat scandals; but he ventured to 
sav that nothing that could be deduced 
therefrom was a reason why additional 
powers of inspection should not be 
given. Recently Manchester had put 
forward the following reason for varying 
its original request. 
the directors of the Manchester Ship 
Canal said they had overlooked the 
notice of the public inquiry, and as 
Liverpool Port Sanitary Authority did not 
possess powers, ships coming to Man- 
chester would be liable to interference 
not prevailing at Liverpool. Hence 
Manchester would be placed at a disad- 
vantage compared with Liverpool in com- 
peting for the importation of food products. 
This opinion, however, was not practically 
sustained by the facts. Liverpool Town 
Council, who were the port sanitary 
authority of Liverpool, did exercise these 
powers, but not so much in the port as 
in the city. Last vear Liverpool rejected 
400 tons of rotten canned meat from 
the United States. Every dav Liver- 
pool was doing its duty under precisely 
the same powers, duties, and obligations 
to the public health as Manchester 


was content to ask for from the Loca] 


Mr. John Burns. 
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of ships coming to the Port of Man- | 


There was practically , 


Since the inquiry | 
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Government Board, and which he sin- 
cerely trusted the House of Commons 
would see that Manchester had in the 
passing of this particular Bill. The 
sixteen authorities that made up the 
Manchester port sanitary authority said 
truly that one port sanitary authority 
on the Manchester Ship Canal could 
more cheaply, more efficiently, and 
more impartially inspect the meat at a 
given place on the Manchester Ship 
Canal than could fifteen or sixteen 
sanitary authorities attempting to do 
the same work here, there, and every- 
where. Now this particular power was 
exercised by the London Port Sanitarv 
Authority,and they were only asking the 
house of Commons to give to the Man- 
chester Port Sanitary Authority the 
powers possessed by each of the sixteen. 
constituent authorities that made up 
the Port Sanitary Authority of Man- 
chester—Manchester with these other 
bodies took the initiative in demanding 
these powers, and he saw no reason why 
the matter should not go forward as 
originally intended. He did not ask 


the House to judge as between 
Manchester Members and himself, 
but that the proposal should go 
upstairs to a Committee before 


which Manchester would have a_ fairer 
opportunity of stating its case than it 
could at that time of the night in a House 
imperfectly equipped for coming to a 
proper decision. Might he put it to the 
Manchester Members that it would 
seriously damage Manchester as a port 
and as a sanitary authority if it were 
assumed, as it might be if this Provi- 
visional Order Bill were not carried 
to-night, that Manchester wanted to be 
lenient toward foreign tinned meat 
coming into its port, whilst a general 
law was enforced by the London, Liver- 
pool, Hull, Grimsby, and other English 
ports? In this matter he asked for 
equal rights for all white men, whether 
they came from Chicago or Great Britain, 
and he did not see why Chicago or 
American tinned meat coming via Man- 
chester Ship Canal should be treated 
any more leniently than live pork from 
Limerick, or Scottish beef from Scotland, 
or mutton and beef from Yorkshire, 
Derbyshire, and elsewhere. It was 


absolutely necessary to give the Man- 


chester Port Sanitary Authority the 
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power to reject unsound meat. Man- 
chester’s original request was a_ wise 
one, for it found a difficulty in preventing 
unsound meat from coming into the 
Manchester Ship Canal. If Manchester 
had a rivalry with Liverpool, the best 


way to meet it was for Liverpool and| 
Manchester to be on equal terms, as this! 
them. | 


Provisional Order would put 
He asked the House to send the Bill 
upstairs and enable the people of this 
country to be protected from the foreign 
importer of bad meat, and not give him 
privileges which were not accorded to the 
home producer. 


*Mr. SCOTT (Ashton-under-Lyne) said 
that after the speech of the President of 
the Local Government Board, the House 
might think that a representative of 
Manchester would hardly have the au- 
dacity to rise at that time of night, but 
Manchester Members were not respon- 
sible for detaining the House at that hour. 
The responsibility rested with the Presi- 
dent of the Local Government Board 
for bringing on the measure after eleven 
o’clock at night when he knew that 
every representative of Manchester was 
opposed to the Order. He was a member 
of the Manchester City Council, which 
was a corporation, (as all interested in 


municipal administration well knew), 
with the interests of the people 
of Manchester at heart, and in this 


respect one of the most forward cor- 
porations in the country. They had pre- 
sented to this House an unanimous 
petition signed by the Lord Mayor, and 
bearing the seal of the Manchester 
Corporation. The right hon. Gentleman 
asked why should they make any differ- 
ence between Manchester and Liverpool. 
He would tell the right hon. Gentleman 
that if he would make the conditions 
the same in Manchester and Liverpool, 
every Manchester Member would at once 
withdraw his opposition. Was that a 
fair offer? The right hon. Gentleman 
knew well enough that the conditions 
would not be the same under this Order. 
If he had brought in a Bill to prevent 
canned meat from landing at any 
British port, he would have found 
no more loyal supporters than the 
men who had been returned from 
Manchester and those associated 
with that town. It had been said that 
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Manchester had changed its mind. 


Manchester had & right to change its 
mind, and no one recognised that better 
than the right hon. Gentleman the 
Member for the City of London. Man- 
chester had changed its mind for the self- 
same reason that the right hon. Gentle- 
man had changed his mind on the un- 
employed question, namely, that it had 
got facts and information which it had 
not when it lent its name to the first 
application. This was a Government 
measure, and he wanted to know why 
it should be hurried through the House. 
A circular sent out by the port sanitary 
authority was signed by William Huddart, 
who was recognised as the greatest oppo- 
nent of amalgamation between Manchester 
and Salford. Salford had taken Mars 
chester Corporation into court to get an 
increased rate, and yet the ship canal 
had been the making of Salford. It was 
true that the ship canal traffic did not 
yield a dividend, but it should be remem- 
bered that when the trade of Manchester 
was declining it wanted no protection 
remedies. It wanted access to the world, 
and, having built the ship canal at great 
sacrifice, freights into Manchester had 
been lowered to the extent of £1,000,000 
a year. Manchester only asked for 
freedom. It did not ask for special treat 
ment, or for freedom to import bad food. 
[Cries of “ Agreed.”] Oh, no; they were 
not agreed. Here were the conditions of 
sale which existed in Liverpool at the 
present time. There was a classification 
of food as “sound” “slack” and 
** slightly wet.” There was also “ wast- 
age.” What did that classification mean? 
Everything containing less than two per 
cent. of waste was “ sound”; less than 
5 per cent. “ seconds ” ; less than 10 per 
cent. “thirds.” Less than 20 per cent. 
was “X”’; and 50 per cent. “ double 
X.” After that they were “ wastage.” 
But still “wastage” had a value, and 
could be bought on the Liverpool market. 
they in Manchester did not desire that 
these meats should be unloaded from 
boats in Manchester ; and therefore they 
were being brought into Manchester by 
rail. The unfairness of the Provisional 
Order was to place the port of Manchester 
in an unfair position as compared with 
Liverpool. All he asked was that Man- 
chester should compete fairly with"other 
ports. 


3 F2 








*Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick) said 
he did not propose to inflict a speech on 
the House, but it appeared to him, in the 
words of the last speaker, that the House 
was slightly wet. [Cries of “Oh, oh” 


and ‘withdraw.”] His hon. friends 
had taken an extraordinary way of 
reasoning with the House in their 


appeal for the rejection of this Bill. 
If he understood the position correctly, 
the Manchester Corporation practically 
introduced this Bill themselves but 
they had suddenly changed their minds. 
The hon. Member who spoke _ last 
had said with truth that they had 
a perfect right to change their minds, 
but he wanted to know what occult 
influence had been at work to induce 
them to change their mind. 
from Chicago? He wished to lay down 
the general proposition that if the system 
of inspection was to be imposed on «ther 
ports, then it was time that they began 
with Manchester. He would like to 
point out to the House—because he was 
in the native meat trade himself— 
that there was a more rigid inspection 
of all native meat than of importations 
of meat, live or dead, or frozen or chilled, 
or in tins. He thought that 
House should give the same equality 
of opportunity and protection to the 
native producers of these isles who 
paid rent, rates, and taxes, as they 
did to the foreigner. He 


the House by an overwhelming majority 


would defeat the Motion for rejection. | 


There was no reason why this Bill should 
not go to a Committee upstairs. 


“*Mr. BYLES (Salford, N.) said that | 


he thought that Salford as well as Man- 
chester was entitled to have something 
to say in this matter. The terminus 


of the Manchester Ship Canal, and its | 


docks were in Salford, and what they 
wanted there was cleanly and whole- 
some food. 


sentatives. The Vice-Chairman of the 
Health Committee of the Salford Cor- 
poration had succeeded in bringing the 


death-rate down considerably, and one | 


of the means by which he hoped to get 


it still lower was to get meat coming into | 
the borough inspected. 
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Did it come | 


this | 


there- | 
fore supported the Bill, and he hoped | 


For that reason the borough | 
which he represented desired that this | 
Bill should be supported by its repre- 
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Order (No. 10) Bill. 
Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.) said 


that although that evening it seemed to 
be regarded as an unfortunate thing to 
say anything in favour of Manchester 
he proposed to take that course. Before 
the date of provisional orders private pro- 
noters always had a right to withdraw a 
Bill at any moment, and he did not think 
that right was affected by the fact that 
the Local Government Board now promo- 
ted provisional orders on behalf of public 
bodies. Supposing a Corporation were 
minded to buy the local gas works and 
then afterwards found they did not want 
to do so, was their original Bill to be 
crammed down their throats in the 
manner in which it was sought to thrust 
this Bill down the throats of the Man- 
chester Corporation. The Chicago meat 
| scandals had been referred to, but there 
| was a great deal of humbug about them. 
| Men’s fingers were dearer than beef, and 
ihe believed the alleged scandals were 
| part of a Presidential campaign. But for 
this Chicago meat scandal the Local 
/Government Board would have yielded 
to that plea of Manchester. Manchester 
‘had always been a supporter of Ireland, 
and for that if for no other reason he 
supported the action of the hon. Members 
from that city. 








*Mr. HAWORTH (Manchester, 8.) said 
it was unsatisfactory to a loyal supporter 
of the Government even to appear to be 
opposed to them. He thought it was 
-hardly worthy of the right hon. Gentle- 
man the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board to bring in the question of 
Chicago tinned meats, because this matter 
/ was in hand before the revelations with 
regard to Chicago. As to the fact that 
Manchester changed her mind, that City 
wanted as good an inspection of food as 
any other place, but when she found that 
if this Bill were passed Manchester would 
be placed in an invidious position in 
regard to various other ports, she 
changed her position. If these powers 
were given to the port sanitary authority 
the House would be simply duplicating 
them. If they were duplicated for one 
| city they ought to be duplicated for others, 
|They wanted to confirm and not to 
| oppose this Order, but they also wanted 
ito make it effective. It had been 
lalready pointed out that only 10 per 
| cent. of the foodstuffs consumed in the 
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district entered through the port of 


Manchester and that 90 per cent. came | 
foodstuffs consumed in Lancashire came 


in from the ports of Liverpool, Hull, 
and Bristol. They had no objection 
to this measure going through on an 
equality and then it would be an effec- 
tive Order; whereas if it went through 
in its present shape the whole thing 
would be uneffective. 


*THe CHAIRMAN or WAYS anv 
MEANS (Mr. Emmott, Oldham) said 
he had listened very carefully to this | 
debate in order to see whether the argu- | 
ments on both sides would lead him to 
a conclusion as to whether it was a 
matter of principle thaf ought to be 
settled on a Second Reading or whether 
this was a Bill that ought to go to a 
Committee upstairs. His conviction 
was very strong that it should be 
sent upstairs. The point made by the 
hon. and leirned Member for North 
Louth that the President of the Local 
Government Board had done some- 
thing unusual in his action with regard to 
this measure, did not, he thought, apply. 
He did not think the House was in a 
position to judge of the merits of this case. 
In the first place, they had heard of the 
change of opinion on the part of Man- 
chester. He did not know the reason 
of that change but that was a matter 
that could be better investigated in 
Committee, and was a matter the House 
was not in a position to discuss. Then 
they were told that there were sixteen 
sanitary authorities affected, but that 
statement was denied by an hon. Mem- 
ber who said there were only three. 
They also heard of the conditions of 
Liverpool being equally strict, vet other 
Members said that Liverpool had an 
advantage. All these were surely matters 
which could be dealt with and settled 
much better upstairs, and therefore he 
hoped the House would send this Bill 
upstairs. The matters in dispute were of 
a character which could be better settled 
in Committee than in the House. 


*Mr. SHACKLETON (Lancashire. 
Clitheroe) said he opposed this Pro- |, 
visional Order. One hon. Member said | 
he supported the Order for the sake | 
of the poor of Salford, and if he had | 
thought that was more important than | 
anything else he should have supported 
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the hon. Member. But the hon. Gentle- 
man forgot that only one-tenth of the 


through the Manchester Ship Canal, and 
that if this Order were passed it would 
not prevent foodstuffs coming in wa 
Liverpool. He quite admitted that the 
Manchester and Salford authorities hac 
made a mistake in making this appeal. 
But this wasa Lancashire question. The 
Manchester Ship Canal was a Lancashire 
canal and Lancashire had suffered for it, 
though he admitted they had also re- 
ceived benefits from it. They desired 


to see it prosper and they were not going 


to stand idly by and see restrictions put 
upon the canal which were not put upo: 
other ports. There was no contesting 
the fact that the same thing was going 
on in Stretford, Salford. and Manchester 
as was going in Bristol, Birkenhead and 
Liverpool, and it was not fair to press a 
proposal against the wishes of those 
who instigated it in the first instance, 
but who had changed their minds as 
soon as they ascertained the facts. If 
this had been an ordinary Bill nothing 
more would have been heard of it. it 
would have been dropped. But because 
it was in the power of the Government 
they pressed it. Nothing would have 
been heard of it but for this scare. He 
objected to its going upstairs. Let the 
House settle it now. What would be 
the position if it went upstairs! They 
would be prejudiced when it came down 
because they would be told they must 
support the decision of the Committee. 
He wanted to impress on the right hon. 


Gentleman that he quite agreed with 


him and would do all he could to assist 
him to protect this country from the 
importation of bad meat. But he 
thought the right hon. Gentleman in this 
case had taken a wrong’ course and had 
not gone the right way to effect that 
purpose. Therefore he hoped he would 
drop this Provisional Order and bring 
in a general Bill to deal with all ports 
alike. 


Mr. HORRIDGE (Manchester, E.) 
said the provisions of the Bill ought to 
be in a general Bill applying to all ports. 
This Order suggested that Section 116 
of the Public Health Act shoulde-be 
applied by the port sanitary authority 
That section gave to the Corporation 








power to inspect food which was pre- 
pared or exposed for sale. It had 
nothing to do with cargoes of ships but 
was intended to deal with food in-mar- 
kets or shops, and by this Provisional 
Order it was sought to apply the section 
to cargoes of ships. The section said that 
anyone exposing unsound food for sale 
should be liable to a penalty of £20 
or to imprisonment for twelve months. 
Was it seriously intended that the 
Manchester Ship Canal directors were 
to be liable to that punishment if any 


piece of unsound food were landed 
at the quay ? He did not believe 


the President of the Local Government 
Board had appreciated that at all. What 
the right hon. Gentleman ought to do was 
to bring in a Bill to deal with the power 
of inspection at all ports instead of apply- 
ing a section of an Act, intended to be ap- 
plied to shops and markets, to the great 
Manchester Ship Canal. Manchester at 
the present moment was in exactly the 
same position as Liverpool as a_ port 
sanitary authority, and the right hon. 
(rentleman must know that this Order 
would not put Manchester in the same 
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position as Liverpool. It was hard 


enought now to get shipowners to bring 
their cargoes up to Manchester. If the 
right hon. Gentleman put this handicap 
upon the trade of Manchester by saying 
there should be this double inspection 
and this worrving of the shipowners 
when the Corporation had already its 
meat inspectors, it would drive ship- 
owners away from Manchester altogether. 
It was not onlv an unfair proposal but it 
was stupid and unworkable. It was not 
a question to send to a Committee up- 
stairs, but for this House to deal with in 
a general measure. He did not want it 
to be said that the Members for Man- 
chester or the Corporation shrank from 
any inspection of food; but this was an 
improper inspection and put an unfair 
handicap upon Manchester. The Govern- 
ment ought to deal in a Bill with an im- 
portant question such as that raised 
about canned meat. 


Question put. 


The House divided :—Aves, 202 ; Noes, 
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Acland, Francis Dyke 
Ainsworth, John Stirling | 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Armitage, R. 
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Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
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Clough, W. 


Cooper, G. J. 
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Causton, Rt.Hn. RichardKnight | 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Clarke, C. Goddard 


Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
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Everett, R. Lacey 
| Fenwick, Charles 
| Ferens, T. R. 
Sield, William 
Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 
Findlay, Alexander 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Fletcher, J. 8. 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
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Beale, W. P. 
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Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Cowan, W. H. 

Crean, Eugene 

Dalrymple, Viscount 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, S.) 
Delany, William 

Dickinson, W.H.(St. Pancras, N. 
Dillon, John 

Dobson, Thomas W. 

Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunne, MajorE. Martin( Walsall 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Emmott, Alfred 

Essex, R. W. 

Evans, Samuel T. 





Eve, Harry Trelawney 


Yinnell, L. 
Gladstone, Rt. Hn. HerbertJohn 
Glendinning, R. G. 


| Goddard, Daniel Ford 
| Gooch, George Peabody 


Gordon, J. (Londonderry, 8.) 
Halpin, J. 

Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 
Hart-Davies, T. 

Herbert, Col. Ivor (Mon., 8.) 
Hervey, F.W.F.(BuryS. Edm’ds 
Hill, Sir Clernent (Shrewsbury) 
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Hobart, Sir Robert 
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Jardine, Sir J. 
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Joyce, Michael 
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Kitson, Sir James 

Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lamont, Norman 

Layland- Barratt, Francis 

Lee, ArthurH.(Hants., Fareham 
Lever, A. Levy( Essex, Harwich) 
Levy, Maurice 

Lewis,John Herbert 

Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

MacVeigh, Chas. (Donegal, E.) 
M‘Callum, John M. 

\M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
M‘Crae, George 

Mallet, Charles E. 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
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Mason, A. E. W. (Coventry) 
Menzies, Walter 
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Mond, A. 

Montagu, E. S. 

Morrell, Philip 

Morse, L. L 

Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) 
Nicholls, George 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
(Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Brien, William (Cork) 
Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 

(’ Doherty, Philip 

Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
Paul, Herbert 

Paulton, James Mellor 


\braham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 

\stbury, John Meir 

Barlow, John Emmott(Somerset 
Barlow, Perey (Bedford) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Bignold, Sir Arthur 

Roland, John 

Brocklehurst, W. D. 

Brunner, J.F.L. (Lanes. ,Leigh) 
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Cairns, Thomas 

Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H .M. 
Cawley, Frederick 

Cheetham, John Frederick 
Clynes, J. R. 

Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Corbett,C. H.(SussexE.Grinst’d 
Cotton, Sir H. J. 8. 

Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) 
Crosfield, A. H. 

Crossley, William J. 

Cullinan, J. 
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Duckworth, James 

Dutfy, William J. 
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Farrell, James Patrick 
Ffrench, Peter’ 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Fullerton, Hugh 


| Pearce, Robert (Statfs. Leek) 
Philipps,Col.Ivor(S’thampton) 
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Radford, G. H. 
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Robinson, S. 
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Seaverns, J. H. 

Seely, Major J. B. 
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Sheehan, Daniel Daniel 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Sileock, Thomas Ball 

Simon, John Allsebrook 

Sloan, Thomas Henry 

Smith, F. E. (Liverpool, Walton 
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Starkey, John R. 
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NOES. 
Gill, A. H. 


Glover, Thomas 

Gulland, John W. 
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Healy, Timothy Michael 
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Hogan, Michael 
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Hooper, A. G. 
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Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 
Jowett, F. W. 

Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 

Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W. 
Leese, SirJoseph F. (Accrington) 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Maepherson, J. T. 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down, 8.) 
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Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,Abel (Carmarthen, E.) 
Thomas, David Alfred(Merthyr) 
Thompson,J. W. H.(Somerset, E 
Thomson, W.Mitchell-( Lanark) 
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Wortley, Rt. Hn. C. B. Stuart- 
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Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C.E.(Edinburgh,Central 
Redmond, William (Clare) |! 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Richards, TAF(Wolverhampt’n 
Ridsdale E. A. 

Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Russell, T. W. 

Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Scott, A.H.( Ashton under Lyne 


Seddon, J. 
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Shackleton, David James 
Smith, Abel H.(Hertford, East 
Smyth, Thos. F. (Leitrim, 8.) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Straus, B. 8. (Mile End) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Summerbell, T. 





| Walsh, Stephen 
Wardle, George 


Main Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill read a second time, and committed. 


INTERMEDIATE BOARD (RULES). 

Mr. THOMAS O’*DONNELL (Kerry, 
W.) moved an Address to His Majesty 
praving that the Rules of the Inter-| 
mediate Board for the year 1907 be dis- | 
approved of, and that other Rules be| 
substituted in conformity with the Resolu- | 
tion of the House on 21st May last. He) 
said this was an exceedingly important 
Motion which deserved the serious atten- | 
tion of 
regard for the powers of this House. 
would be remembered that on 21st May 
last a Resolution was carried unanimously | 





hon. Members who had any) 
It | 


demanding that the Intermediate Board | 
of Ireland should alter the rules which 
they first published. The Motion which 
was then carried had been on paper 
for a week. The Board refused, how- 
ever, to adopt the changes which he 
then suggested, namely, that better 
facilities should be given for the 
teaching of the Irish language in the 
Intermediate Board’s programme. Their | 
refusal to grant this demand was based | 
upon the grounds that they were of 
opinion that for intermediate students 
the study of French and German was! 
of far greater educational advantage and 
practical value. That was the reason 
they then urged for not accepting the 
suggestions. Some time afterwards they | 
were again asked whether they had 
decided to adopt the resolution of the 
House, and the second excuse they made 
was that they were unable to make the 
changes because if they did the Rules 
could not be laid on the Table forty days 
before the House rose, and consequently 
there would be no intermediate pro- 
gramme and nothing for the students to | 
go on with. Neither of these excuses 
was sincere. The only reason why the 





| 


t See (4) Tihates, elvii., 1072. 
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Sutherland, J. E. | 
Taylor, John W. | 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Thomasson, Franklin { 


- (Durham) 


Watt, H. Anderson 


| night. 
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White, George (Norfolk) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
| Wilkie, Alexander 


| TELLERS FOR THE NOES—Sir 
J. | Charles Schwann and Mr 
| Kelley. 


Board had not done what the House 
had asked them to do was that they 
felt that the Irish language was getting 
better placed in the programme through 
the action of the House than they were 
determined it should be. He would ask 
the Chief Secretary to give them some 
assurance that they were going to obey 
the decision of the House. The Board 
had declared that they were not going 
to be intimidated by the Gaelic League 
and that was the kernel of their 
refusal to adopt the suggestions 
contained in the Resolution. He 
would like to ask whether there was 
any precedent for the condition of 


| affairs in which they found themselves to- 


By the unanimous resolution 


‘of this House certain suggestions were 


made, and without any apology what- 


|soever the Intermediate Board, one of 
| the forty by which this country governed 


Ireland, said “ No, we spurn, we reject 
with contempt the unanimous vote of 
the House of Commons.” If the House 


‘now voted against the Address to his 


Majesty it would stultify itself, and say 
it was powerless when one of these Irish 
boards came in opposition to it. The 


| Chief Secretary, when the Resolution of 


2ist May was discussed, said he was 


| hopeful that there would be no difficulty 
in carrying out the changes which were 


then suggested. He had sent to the 
right hon. Gentleman a few circulars 


| showing what the Board did on previous 
| occasions. 
' the House was not sitting, and when the 


In September, 1905, when 


‘school year had begun the Intermediate 


Board changed their programme. On 
May 21st when his Motion was brought 
forward, the Board refused to adopt 
alterations which were not nearly so 
radical or so difficult as had been pro- 
posed to be brought into operation in 
the previous October. He maintained 
that this was one of the old boards, one 


of the remnants of the old garrison which 


had destroyed their country and <le- 
prived their children of education, which 
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education it still refused to give when | 
it was afraid its davs were numbered. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND Waterford), 
in seconding the Motion, said that he 
rose for the purpose of pressing on 


the House of Commons the extra- 
ordinary character of this Board. 
Certain boards in Ireland did their 
work very well, because they were 
responsible to this House through 


Ministers who had to answer for their 
action; but this was a very different 
kind of board. Not only was it not 
responsible to the public opinion of Ire- 
land or England, or even this House, 
but it was absolutely independent, and 
there was no meansof bringing it to book, 
unless the Chief Secretary were to dismiss 
it altogether or unless this House were to 
refuse funds to carry on education in 
Ireland. Was not that an extraordinary 
illustration of the system by which the 
Government of Ireland was carried on ? 
It would not be tolerated in any other 
country in the world. For instance, 
what happened the other day? Under 
the Statute the rules for carrying on 
intermediate education in Ireland had 
to be laid on the Table of the House of 
Commons for forty days, in order that 
the House might choose to refuse or 
sanction those rules. The House of 
Commons decided that those rules should 
be altered. He asked the right hon. 
Gentleman the Chief Secretary whether 
it was true that this Board had passed a 
resolution immediately after the Resolu- 
tion adopted by the House of Commons 
absolutely refusing to carry out the 
directions of this House? He thought 
the House of Commons was entitled to 
ask the Chief Secretary, who was not 
responsible in this matter, whether it was 
a fact that this Board had decided to 
reject the decision of the House of 
Commons and despised it ? Further, 
he thought the minutes of the Board 
should be published, together with the 
names of the gentlemen who overthrew 
the decision of the House of Commons. 
The House of Commons was entitled to a 
frank answer this matter. He 
believed that the Board had taken up 
the attitude that it was too late to carry 
out the Resolution of the House of 
Commons in time for the examinations 


on 
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for next year. He had received 
communication from Monsignor Molloy, 
which he was empowered to quote, 
that that right rev. gentleman per- 
sonally approved of the changes which 
the House of Commons had made, 
and that, from his long experience in the 
working of the Board, in his judgment 
there would have been no difficulty, with 
the time at their disposal, in carrying out 
the changes authorised by the Resolution 
of the House of Commons. He ac- 
knowledged that the Chief Secretary’s 
task in Ireland was difficult; but the 
only chance the right hon. Gentleman 
had of successful administration was not 
to permit himself to be bullied by these 
boards ; and if they insisted on ignoring 
the Resolution passed by the House of 
Commons he should instantly dismiss 
them and appoint another body in their 
place. The effect of that would not only 
be beneficial on the Intermediate Educa- 
tion Board, but on all the other boards 
in Treland. 


a 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Rules of the Intermediate 
Board for the year 1907, sealed the 1th 
day of June, be disapproved of.”—(J/r. 
Thomas O Donnell.) 


Mr. JAMES CAMPBELL (Dublin 
University) said that at the outset he 
begged to say that he entirely sym- 
pathised with and supported the strong 
appeal made by the hon. and learned 
Member for Waterford to the Chief 
Secretary that the minutes of the 
Intermediate Education Board should 
be made public. He would, however, 
remind the House as to how this matter 
had arrived at its present stage. The 
Board was the creation of this House. 
It consisted of twelve members, including 
the present Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Dublin, Father Finlay and Monsignor 
Molloy ; and when the rules came before 
the House on May 25rd last, the Chief 
Secretary who threw them over forgot 
that they had received the approval and 
signature of the Lord-Lieutenant, who 
was the chief of the Irish Government. 
The Chief Secretary voted in favour of 
the Resolution of the hon. Member for 
Kerry on May 25rd which was an un- 
precedented action on the part of the 
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Chief Secretary. He was sure that the 
tight hon. Gentleman on that occasion 
made a great mistake in throwing over 
with a light heart the rules which 
had been ratified by the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant. The hon. Member for Water- 
ford said the House of Commons 


decided by a certain vote a certain thing, | 
and that the Board had defied the action | 


of the House, and from the information 
he had received the Board had passed a 
resolution not to comply with the 
decision of the House. 
stood the right hon. Gentleman to say on 
June 20tht that the Board had not 
refused to carry out the decision of the 
House of Commons. 


Mr. BRYCE said that was perfectly 
true. 


Mr. JAMES CAMPBELL was ready 
to accept the accuracy of the right hon. 
Gentleman’s statement, but he thought 
in justice to the Board the right hon. 
Gentleman ought to lay the resolution 
of the Board on the Table of the House. 


Mr. BRYCE: I never refused. What 
I said was that there was a correspondence 
going on, and that, at that time, I could 
not do so. 


Mr.JAMFS CAMPBELL said the Board 
wished the minutes to be submitted, and 


the time was surely come when the Chief | 


Secretary should do what was asked by 


everyone interested. He thought the right | 
hon. Gentleman had got himself into a | 
difficult position in this matter, but the | 
exact position should be known to Members | 
The Resolution of the | 


of that House. 
hon. Member for Kerry was brought up 
and passed by this House in the ignor- 
ance of most of the Members that these 
rules had already received the consent 
of the Lord-Lieutenant and of the Irish 
Executive. He could only agree and 
sympathise with the demand that had 
been made on the right. hon. Gentleman. 


Mr. BRYCEj{said he was sorry that 
he would have to detain the House rather 
longer than he intended. The matter 


+ See col. 178, et seq. 
Mr, James Campbell. 
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He had under- | 
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| was very simple, but so much extraneous 
| matter had been introduced, particularly 
| by the hon. Member for the Dublin Uni- 
_ versity, that he was obliged to give the 
| House the facts of the case. This House 
| passed a Resolution on the May 21st 
| last expressing dissent from many points 
in these rules. He did not dissent from 
them all. He expressed an _ opinion 
onone of them. The Motion was made by 
the hon. Member for West Kerry, and he 
then gave the House all the details that 
the Board had given to him, and no state- 
ment could be more inaccurate than the 
statement just made by the hon. Member 
for the Dublin University when he 
said that he (Mr. Bryce) had not defended 
the Board by giving this statement to the 
House. The rules had received the 
formal sanction of the Board itself. It 
was a purely formal sanction, and was not 
accompanied by any suggestion as to the 
facts that influenced its decision in 
changing the rules. Ther: was nothing 
to call the attention to the Lord-Lieu- 
'tenant to the fact that this was likely 
to become the subject of controversy. 
| There had been cases where similar 
sanction had been given by a department 
to rules and schemes where the Govern- 
ment of the day after the rules had been 
brought up had refused to alter them. 
Those were English precedents which 
amply justified him in the action he took 
when he made his statement to the House. 
On this matter he was careful to guard 
himself from answering the question as 
to what the Board had done, and merely 
stated the case which was put to him by 
the Board that they were not then de 
clining to comply with the Resolution of 
the House. He did that in order to give 
them an opportunity to retreat from 
what he held to be an untenable position. 
He said it was impossible to make a full 
statement, because correspondence was 
passing between the Government and 
the Board and that it would be impossible 
to quote letters or give the effect of the 
communications until the whole of the 
letters were given and the whole matter 
was put before the House. Everything 
he said was literally and actually,true, 
and he conceived it would be an injury 
| to the Board to go beyond what he said. 


| He had no objection to produce the 


| correspondence, but the minutes of the 
| Board were not under his control. 
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Mr. JOHN REDMOND: Will the | 
right hon. Gentleman ask the Board 
for them ? 
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Mr. BRYCE said certainly. If the 
Board chose to send in their minutes he 
had no objection to produce them. It 
was, however, an unusual course, and 
he hoped it would not be taken as a 
precedent. He had no objection to ask 
the Board for the minutes, but he ,would 
not press for them. As to the singular 
system under which the Board adminis- 
tered education, he might say it was not 
the fault of the Board but of legislation 
in this House. As the matter stood at 
present it was inevitable that the House 
should refuse the Motion of the hon. | 
Member, but that was not due to the 
merits of the rules but to the position 
in which they found themselves. He 
had no power whatever over this Board. 


Mr. FIELD: Why not evict them ? 


Mr. BRYCE: And this was purely 
a matter of time. On May 2lst the 
House disapproved of these rules and 
the effect of the disapproval was not, 
he thought, what hon. Members opposite 
intended. Its effect was to extinguish 
them. 

Mr. JAMES CAMPBELL: Was not 
that all the House could do ? 


Mr. BRYCE: The Government ad- 
vised the Intermediate Board that the 
effect of the Resolution was to extin- 
guish the rules altogether. The Board 
declined to alter its rules in any way, 
but when the effect of the Resolution was 
intimated to them the Board recon- 
sidered their position and proceeded to 
consider two alternatives. One was to 
formulate a new set of Rules in accor- 
dance ,with the Resolution of the House. 
That course they appeared to have dis- 
missed because of the lack of time at 
their disposal. The hon. and learned 
Member for Waterford said that he 
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was told by a member of the Board 
that it could beFeasily done. That, at 
any rate, was not a view in which the 
Board a whole could concur. He 
certainly thought the question was 
more complicated than the hon. and 
learned Member was disposed to believe, 
and that there were real difficulties in 
making a new scheme which, while 
affording a satisfactory plan for inter- 
mediate education, would comply with 
the decision of this House. These diffi- 
culties, however, he hoped might be 
surmounted. The Board arrived at the 
conclusion that they could not amend 
their rules in the time allowed, and they 
came to the further conclusion that the 
only course possible for them was to 
submit the old rules framed in 1905, 
and which had been in operation during 
the present year. They said that after 
all those rules had been approved by the 
House, and therefore at any rate there 
could be no great objection to them 
That course accordingly was taken and 
was communicated to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, who, in giving his sanction, of 


as 


course expressed no opinions whatever 
as to the intrinsic merits of these rules, 
and he was perfectly free for the future 
as to any action that might be taken, 
He would tell the House exactly how the 
matter stood. It was necessary for the 
purpose of Intermediate Examinations 
that there should be rules which it was cer- 
tain would be in force by the beginning of 


August. That was the latest time at 
which these schools could begin to 


prepare for the examinations of 1907. It 
was also necessary that the rules should 
lie for forty days upon the Table of this 
House. In other words, the rules had 
to be submitted by the end of June if 
they were to be in force by the month 
of August; otherwise the whole machi- 
nery of intermediate education would 
come to a dead stop. Under these cir- 


cumstances there was no course open to 


‘the Lord-Lieutenant but to accept the 


rules. The matter would have to come 
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up again and the House would have 
ample opportunity of considering the 
whole matter, which was not preju- 
diced in any way by the action which 
they were asked to take to-night. In 
the interests of the teachers and pupils 
the hon. Member would be very ill 
advised if he stopped the machinery 
and deprived them of their fees and 
opportunities. 


Intermediate 


Mr. DILLON said the Intermediate 
Education Board of Ireland, who were 
appointed by the British 
had set the Minister of the Govern- 
ment at defiance. After delaying 
the matter for five weeks, the Board 
took a course which absolutely de- 
fied the will of the House of Commons, 
and deliberately abstained from putting 
forward the old rules until it was too 
late for the House of Commons to alter 
them. They held a sword over the heads 
of Members of this House by threatening 
to paralyse the whole system of inter- 


yovernment, 


mediate education in Ireland if they 
dared to interfere. It might be 


imagined from the remarks of the Chief 
Secretary that the Board had yielded 
in way to the House of Com. 
mons. They had deliberately delayed the 
matter until it was too late to make 
any alterations in either the new or the 


some 


old rules, and then they put forward 
the old rules which were far worse than 
those to which objection was taken in 
certain particulars by the House on the 
last That the way 
which this mtelligent Irish Board pro- 
posed to carry out the will of the House 
of Commons! The right hon. Gentle- 
man Was surprised that the matter should 
have into the Irish newspapers. 
Within five days after the House of 
Commons passed the Resolution there 
appeared in the Jrish Times of Dublin 
a most insolent article, written by one 
of the members of the Board, in which 
the whole of the information which the 
right hon. Gentleman had been refusing 
to give the House of Commons was 
Mr, Brice. 


occasion, Was In 


got 
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disclosed, accompanied by every form 
of insult, in which the right hon. Gen- 
tleman was told that he would soon 
find out that he had tackled a body which 
would not tolerate his dictation or that 
of the House of Commons. The Board 
had triumphed so far and had persiste<| 
in their defiance. They had performed 
a flank movement, defeated the Chief 
Secretary, and made fools of the House 
of Commons at whom they were now 
‘laughing. Their threat that unless the 
| House of Commons swallowed the rules 
'they would paralyse the whole inter- 
/mediate education of Ireland was simply 
_a piece of bluff, and he trusted the House 
'would not sit down tamely under it. 
Last year, when the House of Commons 
had adjourned, there were three alter- 
ations at least as important as those 





made on the rules, and they were neve1 
tabled at all. Nevertheless the whole 
system of examinations was carried on 
last winter. By voting for the Resolutio. 
they would not be voting against the 
Chief Secretary in any way, but would 
be vindicating the right hon. Gertle- 
man against the grossest piece of insoleie: 
on the part of this Board. 


Mr. T. W. RUSSELL (Tvrone, S$.) 
said he was present when the Amend- 
ments were made, and he had doubts in 
his mind at the time as to whether the 
right hon. Gentleman ought not to have 
asked for time to consider the matter. 
But now that the thing was done he 
would be no party to allowing this Board 
to dictate to the House. He knew the 
Board, and if the House took this matter 
lving down it would have to take a great 
Ti his hon. friends went to 
a division he should 
against the Board. 


deal mote. 
certainly vote 


Mr. GORDON (Londonderry, 8.) said 
it was hardly reasonable that there 
should be a deliberate attack made upon 
a highly honourable body of men who 
were appointed to do a particular work. 
They were men of the highest standing 
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and character. The Chief Secretary |for maintaining these rules? There 


himself had admitted that this matter 
was not one which could be dealt with at 
once, but that there were great difficulties 
in the way. Before accepting any altera- 
tions in the rules,the right hon. Gentleman 
would have been wise to have ascertained 
whether it was possible to give effect to 
The Board had 
done the only thing that was open to 


the alterations or not. 


them, and that was to take up the rules 
which had been approved by the Lord- 
Lieutenant. These were the rules which 
were to be in operation for next year, and 
it would be most unfortunate, no matter 
whe had blundered when the Resolution 
of 21st May was passed, if they were to be 
The Motion 
negatived in order that the work of the 


altered now. should be 
Intermediate Board should not be brought 


toastand still. 


Mr. MORTON (Sutherlandshire) said 
it could not be doubted that the Inter- 
mediate Board had delayed dealing with 
the suggestions until it could be pleaded 
that there was not the necessary time to 
include them in the programme for this 
year, After the disclosures which had 
been made to-night it appeared that 
what was called government in Ireland, 
even in the hands of a Liberal Govern- 
ment, was a travesty of good government. 
He was not surprised that the repre- 
sentatives of Ireland should ask for Home 


Rule. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY said an attempt 


had been made to throw blame on 


the Chief Secretary. 


blame, it was not the right hon. Gentle- | 


man. If there was blame in the matter 
it must be shared by every Irish Member. 
What interest had the right hon. Gentle- 


man in getting Liberal Members to vote 


| were a number of friendly Englishmen 
| below the Gangway who would be only 
|too happy to join the Irish Members in 
| expressing their detestation on this 


‘matter. Let the right hon. Gentleman 
‘remember that those gentlemen in 


Dublin Castle had no more regard for 
him than they had for the door porter 


‘outside. Their one idea would be all 
through the right hon. Gentleman’s 
regimé at every step he took to trip him 


up, to thwart him, and to baffle him. By 
the strong pressure which he was at 
present putting on his supporters he was 
‘giving these men a triumph over the 
Irish representatives, and, what was more, 


He fully ap- 


a triumph over himself. 
preciated the point that if the rules were 
disapproved of again these men would 
‘take the bit 
refuse any rules by which money could 


between their teeth and 
be taken. They would thereby inflict a 
grievous wrong on every school and 
college in Ireland, and their names would 
stink in the nostrils of the people. Was 
that the 
right hon. Gentleman desired as strongly 


not a consummation which 


as the Irish Members? A better lesson 
could not be taught to young Irishmen 
as to the way in which their country was 
governed than to show them, when they 
had been grinding up for examination: 
for twelve months, that they would be 
‘deprived of their just reward by the 
action of this Board. He asked that the 
Government should in this matter leave 
the responsibility with the Irish Members. 
| They would take the responsibility. 


Whoever was to | 


Mr. DODD (Tyrone, N.) said that if the 
House passed the Motion as it stood 
they would merely be repeating the de- 
claration which they made on May 2Ist. 
|The ruling by which the Motion had 
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had to be put in its present form | 


seemed to suggest that any alterations 
in the rules were not 
The Chief Secretary, in 


competent. 


House not to pass this Motion, ex” | 


pressed the hope that alterations might 
be made in the rules. If alterations 


{COMMONS} 


asking the | 
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Mr. DILLON} again*appealed to the 
Chief Secretary to leave this matter to the 
House of Commons. 

Mr. HELME said there had evidently 
been a misunderstanding, and he moved 
'the adjournment of the debate. 


could not competently be made, he should | 


like to know from the Chief Secretary | 


how he suggested that alterations might 
be made. The House of 
presumably had power over these rules, 


or else they would not be laid on the Table. 


Mr. BRYCE said that if those rules 
were included in the Amendment of the 
hon. Member for Kerry no pupils would 
have been able to get their exhibitions this 
year. [NATIONALIST cries of “ No.” ] He 


had been instructed that that was so. He | 
could assure his hon. friend that the 
Lord-Lieutenant had power to deal with | 


Commons | 


Mr. T. M. HEALY suggested that 
the Motion for the adjournment had been 
inspired by the Government Whips, 
and protested against the matter being 
decided by a fresh House when the 
Members for Ireland who had already 
spoken were effectually silenced. 


Mr. HELME said his action was 


entirely spontaneous. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY accepted the hon. 
Member’s statement, but suggested that 


the Motion should be withdrawn. 


any rules sent up to him by the Inter- | 


mediate Education Board, that they 


would be carefully considered, and that | 


every attempt would be made to comply 
with the Resolution of the House of 
Commons. 


Mr. DODD said that the eminent 
judges and distinguished men who were 
on the Intermediate Board insisted on 


Mr. DILLON also hoped the hon. 
Member would withdraw his Motion 
| in view of the powerful argument brought 
forward by the hon. Member for North 
| Louth that hon. 


| . . 
| presented theircase tothe House against 


Members who had 


| the Board could not speak again. But 
'for that argument he should have been 
in favour of an adjournment. 


} 


obedience to their orders and they ought | 
to have complied with the wishes of| Mz.JAMES CAMPBELL urged thatthe 
the House of Commons. | House was not in a position to decide 
| the case, although that was not the 
Mr. T. P. O'CONNOR (Liverpool, | fault of the Irish Members, because they 
Scotland) believed the Chief Secretary had asked to have the correspondence 
was mistaken. The Board had time|and papers laid upon the Table. In 
enough to deal with the matter. The. justice to the Board, however, he must 
Irish Members who had children in the | say that he did not think the House 
schools would take the responsibility, if | was in a position to act. 
this Motion were acceded to, and he | 
hoped the House would teach the Board | Mr. THOMAS O'DONNELL hoped 


would 


a much-needed lesson. ithe right 
Mr. Dodd. 


hon. Gentleman 
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not hesitate to take strong steps 
with this Board, which had insulted the 
House of Commons and the Irish Mem- 
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bers for the last twenty years. 


Mr. W. REDMOND said that if they 
went to a division it would not be against 
the Chief Secretary, because the Irish 
Members were in sympathy with him. 
The Board offered 


answer to the charge made against them. 


had, however, no 


Mr. BRYCE said the responsibility of 
carrying out the system of education 
was upon the Executive Government 
[NaTIONALIsT cries of “ We ought to be 
the Executive Government.”] Perhaps 
hon. Gentlemen ought to be, but at present 
the responsibility of keeping the educa. 
tional machinery going was on the Irish 
Executive. He was obliged to make 
this a matter of Government and execu- 
tive duty. [Natronauist cries of “ The 
same old thing]. He asked hon. Mem- 
bers not to support him or to support 
this Board, but to do their duty by the 
teachers and pupils in Irish schools, who 
ought not to be deprived of their privi- 


leges. 


Motion for the adjournment of the 
debate, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. T. L. CORBETT (Down, N.), 
criticising the speech of the hon. Member 
for South Tyrone, said he was a dis- 
appointed man. He advised the Chief 
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Secretary to stand to his guns and he 
would then overcome the bitter opposi- 
tion of the Member for South 


Tyrone, who was animated by persona] 


hon. 
motives. 


Mr. T. W. RUSSELL said it was not 
the first time he had been attacked by 
Was the 
hon. Member in order in imputing per- 


the hon. Member in this way. 
sonal motives to him ? 


Mr. SPEAKER said he understood the 
hon. Gentleman to say that the hon. 
Member was not actuated by personal 


motives. 


Mr. T. W. RUSSELL repeated that 
the hon. Member had accused him of 
being actuated by personal motives. 


Mr. T. L. CORBETT said he was 
bound to admit that he had said that 
the hon. Member for South Tyrone might 
possibly have been actuated by personal 


motives. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. Member 
said that, it was certainly disorderly. 


Mr. T. L. CORBETT: Then I with- 


draw it. 
Original Question put. 


The House divided :—Ayes,*72 ;* Noes, 
118. (Division List No. 180.) 


AYES. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Brace, William 

Byles, William Pollard 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Crean, Eugene 

Cullinan, J. 

Delany, William 

Devlin, Chas.Ramsay (Galway) 


Dillon, John 
Dodd, W. H. 


Ffrench, Peter 
Field, William 





Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness | Hayden, John Patrick 
Farrell, James Patrick 


Flavin, Michael Joseph 


Gill, A. H. 
| Ginnell, L. 
| Halpin, J. 
Hardie, J.Keir(MerthyrTydvil) 


Hazelton, Richard 

Healy, Timothy Michael 
Henderson, Arthurj(Durham)¥} 
Hogan, Michael 








A djou rninent 


Jowett, F. W. 

Joyce, Michael 

Kelley, George D. 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 

Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) | 
Lundon, W. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macpherson, J. T. 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down, S. | 
MacVeigh, Chas. (Donegal, E.) | 
M‘Killop, W. 

Meagher, Michael 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murphy, John 

’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 


Acland, Francis Dyke 
Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) 
Astbury, Jobn Meir 

Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barker, John 

Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 

Beale, W. P. 

3eaumont, Hubert( Eastbourne 
Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) 
Beck, A. Cecil 

Benn, W.(T’ w’rHamlets, 8.Geo. 
Black, ArthurW.( Bedfordshire) 
Brooke, Stopford 
Brunner,J.F.L.(Lanes., Leigh) 
Bryce, Rt.Hn.James (Aberdeen 
Bryce,J.A. (Inverness Burghs) 
Burns, Rt. Hon John 
Burnyeat, J.D. W. 
Buxton, Rt. Hn.SydneyCharles 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, E. Hildred 

Carr-Gomm, H. W. 

Causton, &t.Hn. Richard Knight 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Clarke, C. Goddard 

Clough, W. 

Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins,SirWm.J (StPancras, W. 
Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Corbett, C.H.(Sussex, E.Grinstd 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 
Courthops, J. Loyd 
Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) 
Dalrymple, Viscount 

Javies, W. Howell (Bristol, S.) 
Juckworth, James 

Ounne, MajorE. Martin( Walsall) | 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) | 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 








| O'Doherty, Philip 
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O'Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 


O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 
O'Dowd, John 

O'Grady, J. 

O'Hare, Patrick 

O’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 
O'Malley, William 

Power, Patrick Joseph 
Reddy, M. | 
Redmond, John E. (Waterford) | 
%edmond, William (Clare) 


| Richards, Thomas (W.Monm’th | 


Richards,T.F. (Wolverh’mpt’n | 
Roche, John (Galway, East) | 
Russell, 'T. W. 


| Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 


NOES. 


Essex, R. W. 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 

Ferens, T. R. 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 

Fuller, John Michael F. 

Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Gladstone. Rt. Hn. HerbertJohn 
Goddard, Daniel Ford 

Gooch, George Peabody 
Gordon, J. (Londonderry, 8.) 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Gulland, John W. 

Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 
Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Herbert, Col. Ivor (Mon., 8.) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hill, Henry Staveley (Staff’sh. ) 
Horniman, Emslie John 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Jardine, Sir J. 

Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones, Lait (Appleby) 

Jones, William{Carnarvonshire 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lamont, Norman 

Levy, Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 

Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lough, Thomas 

M‘Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 

Mantield, Harry (Northants) | 
Mansfield, H. Rendall (Lincoln) | 
Mond, A. 
Montagu, E. S. 

Montgomery, H. H. 











1556 


of the House. 


| Scott, A.H.( Ashton under Lyne) 
| Seddon, J. 


Shackleton, David James 
Sheehan, Daniel Daniel 
Sileock, Thomas Ball 

Smyth, Thos. F. (Leitrim, S.) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Watt, H. Anderson 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Patrick O’Brien and Mr. 
Boland. 


Morse, L. L. 

Nicholls, George 

Nicholson, Chas. N. (Doncast’r 
Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nuttall, Harry 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Pollard, Dr. 

Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh,Central) 
Radford, G. H. 

taphael, Herbert H. 

Rees, J. D. 

Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
obinson, S. 

Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleve'and) 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Seaverns, J. H. 


| Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B.) 
| Shipman, Dr. John G. 


Simon, John Allsebrook 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strass, B.S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Sutherland, J. E. 
Thompson,J. W.H.(Somerset, E 
Vivian, Henry 

Walrond, Hon. Lionel 


| Wedgwood, Josiah C. 
| White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 


Whitehead, Rowland) 


| Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 

| Wilkie, Alexander 

| Williamson, A. 

| Wodehouse, Lord(Norfolk, Mid) 


TELLERS FoR THE NoES—Mr. 
Whiteley and Mr. J. A. 
Pease. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND : It is an) Speaker adjourned the House without 
insult to the Irish representatives in this Question put, pursuint to Standing 


House. 


And, it being after half-past Eleven 


| Order. 


| 


of the clock on Monday evening, Mr. | 


Adjourned at twenty-seven minutes 
after Two o’clock. 
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REPRESENTATIVE PEERS FOR 
IRELAND). 

feport from the Committee for 
Privileges that Henry Cyril Perey 


Graves, Lord Graves, Baron of Graves- 
end in the Peerage of Ireland, had made 
out his claim as Baron Graves to vote at 
the elections of Representative Peers for 
Ireland; read, and agreed to; and 
resolved and adjudged accordingly. 


LORD GRAVES (CLAIM TO VOTE FOR 
REPRESENTATIVE PEERS FOR 
IRELAND), 

Ordered, That the Claimant do pay all 
the expenses attending the taking and 
printing the evidence, and also the cost of 
the examination of the evidence by an 
examiner appointed by the Crown 
Agent. 


The Lord Clonbrock took the Oath. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


London Squares and Enclosures Bill 
[u.L.]. Report from the Select Com 
mittee, That the Bill on being reported 
should be referred to the Chairman of 
Committees in order that certain proofs 
and consents may be given in respect 
thereof ; read and agreed to. The King’s 
consent signified ; Bill reported from the 
Select Committee with Amendments ; 
and re-committed., 


London County Buildings Bill. Re- 
ported from the Select Committee, with 
Amendments. 


London United Tramways Bill. The 
King’s consent signified; and Bill, 
Reported, with Amendments. 


Cheltenham Gas Bill; Metropolitan 
Water Board Bill; Peterborough Gas 
Bill; North East London Railway Bill. 
Reported, with Amendments. 


Huddersfield Corporation Bill ; Maccles- 


field and District Tramways Bill; Dublin, | from the Commons agreed to, 
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| Wicklow and Wexford Railway Bill. Re- 
| ported, with Amendments. 


South Suburban Gas Bill. Reported, 
without Amendment. 

Twickenham and Teddington Electric 
Supply Bill. The Chairman of Committees 
informed the House that the opposition 
to the Bill was withdrawn. The orders 
made on the 15th and 25th of June last 
discharged, and Bill committed. 


Middlesex County Council (General 
Powers) Bill. The Chairman of Com- 
mittees informed the House that the 
opposition to the Bill was withdrawn. 
The orders made on the 21st and 25th of 
June last discharged, and Bill committed. 


Ascot District Gas (Electric Lighting) 
Bill. ‘The Chairman of Committees in- 
formed the House that the opposition to 
the Bill was withdrawn. ‘The orders 
made on the 14th and 25th of June last 
discharged, and Bill committed. 


Buckhaven, Methil, and Innerleven 
Burgh Extension Bill ([H.L.]. Committed. 
The Committee tobe proposed by the 
Committee of Selection. 


St. John’s (Westminster) Improve- 
ment Bill. Moved, That the order made 
on the 26th day of March last, “ That no 
Private Bill brought from the House of 
Commons shall be read a second time 
after the 19th day of June next,” be dis- 
pensed with, and that the Bill be now 
read 2* agreed to: Bill read 2* aceord- 
ingly, and committed. The Committee 
to be proposed by the Committee of 
Selection. 


Metropolitan District Railway Bill. 
Read 3* and passed. 


Epsom and Ewell Gas Bill, Waterford 
Corporation and Bridge Bill. Read 3", 
with the Amendments, and passed, and 
returned to the Commons. 


Bombay, Baroda, and Central India 
Railway Bill [H.L.]. Returned from the 
Commons agreed to, with Amendments. 


Hull and Barnsley and Great Central 
Railway Companies bill [n.1.]; Trent 
Navigation Company Bill [H...|. Returned 
with 
3G 
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Amendments. The said Amendments 
considered, and agreed to. 


Ground 


Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire 
Tramways Bill [H.L.]. Returned from the 
Commons agreed to, with an Amendment. 


Merthyr Tydfil Gas Bill. Returned 
from the Commons, with the Amend 
ments agreed to. 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
(No. 1.) Bill; Pier and Harbour Pro- 
visional Orders (No. 2.) Bill. Read 3* 
(according to order), and passed. 


Tramways Orders Confirmation Bill 


{H.L.], House in Committee (according to | 


order). The Amendments proposed by 
the Select Committee made. Standing 
Committee negatived. The Report of 
Amendments to be received on Thursday 
NeXt. 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 4) Bill [H.L.] House in Committee 
(according to order). The Amendments 
proposed by the Select Committee made. 
Standing Committee negatived. The 
Report of Amendments to be received on 
Thursday next. 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 9.) Bill. Brought from the Commons 
and read 1*; to be printed and referred 
to the Examiners. (No. 151.) 


PETITIONS. 


EDUCATION. 

Petitions in favour of denominational 
religious teaching in schools. Of teachers 
in schools at Shawforth —— Facit —— 
Cheetham Hill; of parents and guardians 
of children attending schools at Shawforth 
—— Facit. 


Read, and ordered to lie upon the 
Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


COMPANY LAW AMENDMENT 
COMMITTEE. 


Report of the Company Law Amend- 


ment Committee. 
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TRADE REPORTS—ANNUAL SERIES. 


No. 3662. Sweden (Gothenburg). 
Presented [by Command] ; and ordered 
to lie upon the Table. 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES. 
The Lord Wolverton discharged from 
serving on the Select Committee, and the 
Viscount Hutchinson (£. Donoughmore) 

named of the Committee in his place. 


WORCESTER ELECTION. 

The captain of the Gentlemen-at-Arms 
to attend His Majesty with the address 
on the part of this House in the place of 
the Lord Steward. 


CRIMINAL APPEAL BILL [#1]. 


Reported from the Standing Committee 
with further Amendments. The Report 
of the Amendments made in Committee 
of the Whole House, and by the Standing 
Committee to be received on Tuesday 
next ; and Bill to be printed as amended. 
(No. 150.) 


GROUND GAME BILL. 
[SECOND READING. ] 


Order of the day for the Second 
Reading read. 


Lorp BURGHCLERE: My Lords, 
the measure which I venture to ask your 
Lordships to read a second time this 
afternoon is a small one, but with a some- 
what ominous title—a title which will 
remind those of your Lordships who 
are unfortunately old enough to remember 
the difficulties of a quarter of a century 
ago of the considerable amount of opposi- 
tion that was aroused to the Ground 
Game Act of 1880, whieh was brought in 
by the late Sir William Harcourt and 
my noble and learned friend Lord James 
of Hereford. 


The purport of this Bill may, I think, 
be summed up briefly, but accurately, in 
a single sentence. It is to extend to 
the sheep farmers of the Highlands the 
privilege which every other tenant 


farmer in Great Britain has enjoyed for 
many years past—the right of trapping 
and snaring ground game all the year 
round, As a matter of fact, this particular 
right was given to the tenant farmers of 
Scotland in the Bill of 1880 as it was 
originally introduced into the House of 
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Harcourt said on the First Reading, was 
brought in to establish the principle that 
the right to destroy animals which 
preyed upon the crops of the farmer 
should be inseparably incident to the 
occupation of the soil. 


3ut in the course of the discussions in 
another place, Mr. Duff, whom some of 
your Lordships will remember, raised 
opposition to this privilege being extended 
to the grouse moors of Scotland. He 
stated that if moorland was included it 


would practically do away with sheep. 


farms, and that all the farmers of 
Scotland would turn their land into deer 
forests. 
view of the matter, but Sir William Har- 
court seemed to be convinced by his 
arguments, or, at any rate, he was con- 
vinced of the difficulty of piloting so con- 
troversial a measure through the House 
of Commons, and he introduced an 
Amendment in the Committee stage, 
which Amendment this measure is 
designed to delete. The Amendment is 
in sub-section (3) of Section 1 of the 
Ground Game Act of 1880. That sub- 
section practically takes away from the 
occupiers of moorland the right given to 
every other occupant of agricultural 
tenancies in Great Britain—namely, the 
right to trap and snare ground game all 
the year round, 

During the past five or six years this 
question has been a somewhat burning 
one among the tenant farmers of Scotland. 
Sheep farmers allege for various reasons 
that this sub-section (3), which, as I have 
shown, is in itself an exception to the 
principle of the Act, and takes away a 
right from the tenant farmers in the 
Highlands only, places them in an excep- 
tional and invidious position, and they 
have agitated to have it repealed. I 
would ask your Lordships to remember 
that the Scottish Chamber of Agriculture, 
which, as noble Lords opposite know, 
is by no means a partisan body, have on 
two occasions—at Edinburgh in 1903 and 
at Perth in 1905—passed unanimously a 
resolution advocating the principle of the 
measure which I now ask your Lordships 
toread a second time. On those occasions 
two ex-Presidents of the Board of Agri- 
culture were present—at the first, my 
noble friend, Lord Onslow, and at the 
second, my right hon. friend Mr. Ailwyn 
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Mr. Duff took a too pessimistic | 


| rabbits. 
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Fellowes ; and I gather from the reports 
of their speeches that these two ex- 
Ministers for Agriculture looked with a 
favourable eye on the Resolution unani- 
mously passed in their presence. 


Perhaps I should state the principal 


reasons which were put forward at 
the meetings in question why the 


Highland farmers wished this Bill to 
be brought in. In the first place, 
they point out that as their right to 
snare and trap ground game was con- 
fined to the period from December 11th 
to April 1st, the climatic condition of the 
north of Scotland rendered it somewhat 
difficult for them to obtain the full advan- 
tage of that privilege. As your Lordships 
know, the higher ground in Scotland is 
very often covered with snow during a 
considerable period of the time I have 
mentioned, and it is impossible for them, 
during that period, to trap and snare 
The second reason put forward 
is this, that owing to the custom, which 
your Lordships know is prevalent in 
Scotland, of moving sheep early in August 
to the higher ground, rabbits come in at 
that time and eat a good deal of the 
winter feed. The sheep, moreover, 
trample out the rabbit runs, and render 
it almost impossible for farmers to fix 
their snares to catch rabbits. Another 
reason put forward is that the tenants 
are unable to get a sufficient supply of 
rabbits which by sale might in some way 
or other compensate them for the winter 
keep which had been eaten. 


I do not say that these are the only 
reasons which can be given, but they 
were the reasons put forward by the 
tenant farmers, and which the Chamber 
of Agriculture endorsed by a unanimous 
vote. Anybody who has talked with 
tenant farmers in the Highlands on this 
subject will know perfectly well that they 
are just as much impressed as anybody 
with the value of grouse moors, which 
they recognise as generally beneficial to 
the interests of the country ; and I am 
certain that if in the discussions of this 
Bill any one on behalf of the landlords of 
Scotland points out that there is anything 
in the measure detrimental to the 
preservation of grouse, or in any way 
injurious to the interests of landlords, the 
promoters of the Bill and the tenant 
farmers of Scotland will regard any such 
suggestion in the most reasonable spirit, 
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so long as 1t does not directly interfere | 
with the principle of the measure. 

Speaking as one who has had consider- | 
able experience of grouse moors, I do not | 
believe this Bill would do any karm | 
at all, because the trapping would 
invariably take place on the fringe of the 
moor, where birds do not nest in any 
quantity, for the reason that that part of 
the moor is constantly being disturbed | 
as it is contiguous to the inhabited farms. 
I would also point out that in Clause 3 of 
this Bill there is a provision by which 
tenants and landlords, should any special 
circumstances occur to render it necessary 
that such a step should be taken, can 
make an agreement for joint exercise. 
I do not know that it is necessary for me 
to explain the Bill at any greater length ; 
it is a very short Bill, and it explains 
itself. Clause 2, as I have said, repeals 
sub-section (3) of Section 1 of the Ground 
Game Act of 1880, and enables the 
oceupier of moorland and unenclosed land 
to kill ground game at any period of the 
year. 


As your Lordships know, in the Ground 
Game Act no tenant is allowed to make 
an agreement or contract himself out of 
the provisions of that Act, but by Clause 
3 of this Bill it is permitted that land- 
lords and tenants may make agreements, 
so long as the agreements they arrive at 
are to their joint benefit. What that 
means is this, that if a landlord thought 
it would be better for his own game- 
keeper to destroy the rabbits on the moor, 
he might come to an agreement with his 
tenant by giving that tenant a certain 
proportion of the rabbits that were killed 
to compensate him for the arrangement. 
By this it will be seen that Clause 3 is by 
no means a useless measure. I would 
remind the House that when the Act of 
1880 was first brought in there were some 
gloomy prophets who said that its intro- 
duction would have an injurious effect on 
the game preservation of Great Britain, 
but 1 think your Lordships will acknow- 
ledge that, instead of its having had an 
injurious effect, there never was a time 
when there was a greater preservation of | 
game than now. Those of your Lord- 
ships who were in political life before 
that time must remember the agitation 
for doing away with the game laws alto- 
gether. Since the passing of the Act of 
1880, however, there has been no agita- 
tion against the game laws, and the state 


Lord Burghelere. 
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of preservation of game at the present 
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‘moment is considerably better than it 


was before that much contested Act came 
into operation. For these reasons I ven- 
ture to commend this small measure to 
your Lordships’ consideration. I do not 
think it can possibly do any harm to the 
interests of grouse moors and shooting 


‘tenants, but it will remove a real and 


legitimate grievance of which the High- 
land farmers have, in my opinion, every 
reason to complain. 


Moved, ‘‘ That the Bill be now read 2*.” 
—(Lord Burghelere.) 


*THE EARL OF ONSLOW : My Lords, 
my noble friend has referred to me as be- 
ing one of those representing the Depart- 
ment over which at one time he presided 


'who have attended the meetings of the 
Central Chamber of Agriculture in Scot- 


land. That was an annual event always 
attended by the President of the Board 
of Agriculture, and which I used to dub 
by the title of “the annual heckle.” We 
were always asked a number of ques- 
tions as to what were the intentions 
of the Government, and amongst 
others I was asked whether it was pos- 
sible for the late Government to bring in 
a measure similar to this one. I took 
the precaution of writing round to a 
large number of my friends, many of 


'them Members of your Lordships’ House 


and large owners of property in the 
Highlands of Scotland, to ask whether a 
measure of this kind would meet with 
their approval. 1 am bound to say that 
in the great majority of cases, the replies 
which I received were entirely in favour 
of some modification of the existing law, 
which it was generally felt worked hardly 


'on the tenants of moorlands in Scotland. 


But the proposal put before me when | 
was President of the Board of Agriculture 
differed in some respects from the one 
which the noble Lord has introduced to- 
night. The proposal was that ground 
game—hares and rabbits -should be de- 
stroyed by the tenant, not all the year 
round, but from October ist, instead of 
from December 10th. I am not sure 
whether it will not be worth while, when 
your Lordships go into Committee on 
this Bill, to give consideration to the 
question whether the power to destroy 
rabbits during the grouse nesting season 
is absolutely necessary. 1 know that 
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when the Ground Game Act was passed, 
that was one of the very strong reasons 
why the existing exemption in respect of 
moorlands was inserted, so that it might 
not interfere with the grouse at the time 
they were nesting. I venture to submit 
for the consideration of my noble friend, 
whether some alteration of that kind 
might not with advantage be introduced ; 
but, so far as the general principle of the 
Bill is concerned, I believe that no right- 
thinking landlord in Seotland would 
object to some extention of the conditions 
under which tenants of moorlands may 
destroy rabbits. I, therefore, otfer no 
objection to the Second Reading of the 
Bill. 


Lorp SALTOUN: My _ Lords, I 
do not think that there can be 
any real harm in tenants having the 
right to kill rabbits all the year round, 
but what I do fear is that, whether inten- 
tionally or unintentionally, the men they 
employ may trap or snare birds. During 
the season when birds are nesting and 
breeding they are very tame ; they move 
about the runs and are very easily trapped 
and snared. I think some provision 
ought to be made for the protection of 
birds during the nesting season. If my 
noble friend who has brought in this 
Lill would accede to that request I would 
be quite satisfied with the Bill. What I 
propose—and I will be frank—is to move 
an Amendment in Committee to make 
toe season begin on September Ist. I 
hope my noble friend will induce the 
promoters of, the Bill to accept that 
Amendment, in which event I shall have 
no objection to the Bill, which would do 
no harm whatever. 


*Lorp HAMILTON or DALZELL : 
My Lords, this is not a Bill which applies 
solely to Scotland. It applies generally 
to the United Kingdom. It has, how- 
ever, a special application to Scotland, 
and has therefore had the earnest con- 
sideration of Mr. Sinclair (the Secretary 
for Scotland), Your Lordships have 
heard how the restrictions of the 
snaring of hares and rabbits came to 
be introduced into the Ground Game Act, 
1880, and I should like to call attention 
to a phrase that was used by the late Sir 
William Harcourt when he introduced 
this Amendment. He said that the 
Amendment was consistent with the 
principle which he had over and over 
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again stated—namely, that where he 
could accomplish the object of protecting 
crops without injuring sport he would do 
so. He said he had good reason to believe 
that three-and-a-half months was a suffi- 
cient period for farmers on moorlands and 


1566 


unenclosed land to keep down the 
ground game, and he was, therefore, 


content that the limitation should be in- 
troduced into the Bill. 


The attitude of His Majesty’s Govern- 


ment in this matter is precisely 
the same to-day as that taken up 
by Sir William Harcourt twenty-six 


years ago. ‘Their desire is to protect 
agriculture and not to injure sport, 
and as it has been found in practice 
that the period allowed under the Act of 
1880 is not sufficient, His Majesty’s 
Government will have no objection to the 
Second Reading of this Bill. They would 
like, however, to point out to the noble 
Lord who has introduced it that it might 
perhaps be desirable in Committee to 
consider whether the period might not 
be slightly restricted. This Bill in the 
other House had the names of two Con- 
servative Members upon it— Lord 
Dalrymple and Mr. Lane Fox. I think 
your Lordships will allow that those are 
two names with a good sporting ring 
about them. The Bill passed through 
the other House without Amendment and 
I believe without discussion, and I hope 
your Lordships will see your way to give 
it a Second Reading. 


THE Marquess OF LANSDOWNE: 
My Lords, I do not think that any of my 
noble friends who sit near me are likely 
to take exception to this Bill. It seems 
to me, if I may be allowed to say so, a 
very reasonable measure. It may be 
desirable in Committee to introduce 
certain changes in detail, but I will not 
enter into the consideration of those at 
present. The Bill as it stands seems to 
me to be one which, as the noble mover 
told us, is not caleulated to do any 
inaterial injury to sporting rights in 
unenclosed places ; but I confess 1 support 
it on a somewhat broader ground—I 
mean on the ground that it is not 
desirable that during nearly nine months 
of the year occupiers of land in any part 
of the country should be absolutely pre- 
vented from protecting themselves against 
the ravages of mischievous and destruc- 
tive animals. I am the more inclined to 
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observe that 


tant provisions which to some extent | tage of it. 
one - of | 


qualify its effects. Under 
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regard the Bill favourably because I ; only three months’ protection at a time of 


it contains two impor- | the year when he cannot take full advan- 


The three months are of no 
He is shut 


use to him comparatively. 


them the use of firearms, which for | out during nine months of the year from 
a purpose of this kind are clearly | taking ground game. If we think that 


unnecessary, is not permitted, and, under | 
the other, leave is given to the owners | 
and occupiers of these holdings to make | 
and enforce agreements for the exercise | 
for their joint benefit of the right to kill | 
and take ground game. I welcome that | 
admission that questions of this kind can | 
be best dealt with by the joint efforts of | 
the two parties interested in the land of 
this country, and I for one shall there- | 
fore raise no objection to the passing of | 
the Bill. 


*Lorp JAMES or HEREFORD: My | 
Lords, although the course of the debate | 
renders it unnecessary for any words 
from me, perhaps your Lordships will not 
think it unnatural that I should like to 
say something at this stage. The noble 
Lord in charge of the Bill stated that the | 
Act of 1880 was jointly introduced by the 
late Sir William Harcourt and myself. 
In one sense that is true, but it is not an | 
entirely accurate description of what took | 
place. The credit for that Bill was due | 
to Sir William Harcourt. J, as law) 
officer, rendered him all the assistance I 
could, but it was he who designed the 
Bill and carried it through the House of | 
Commons. Sir William Harcourt took | 
charge of the negotiations with every 
possible interest that could he affected, 
and the skill with which he managed | 
those negotiations can well be understood 
by every one who knew him. 


We were in a strange position then. | 
There were very great fears that the Bill | 
would irritate more than it would soothe. 
The interests opposed to the landlords 
were then in a state of great anger. The 
Bill, however, passed, and those anticipa- 
tions have been proved to be entirely un- 
founded. If the Act of 1880 had not | 
been passed, what would have been the 
state of our game laws now? Probably 
there would now be no protection for | 
game. The Act has by its justice pro- | 
duced a state of protection for game, and 
has also got rid of that unhappy feeling 
which in 1880 existed between the owner 
of the land and his occupying tenant. 


What is the evil that the tenant now 
complains of ? He says that you give him 
The Marquess of Lansdowne. 


the 


there is any hardship on the landlord, 
that can be dealt with in Committee ; but 
my present view is that we shall not do 
sufficient to redress the present wrongs 
if we do not pass the Bill asit is. There 
will be no more facilities given by this 
Bill to the tenant to poach the landlord’s 
grouse than exist at present. As tenant 
he is already on the gronnd. The only 
practical question to be considered is 
whether there shall be any alteration 
in the period of time in the Bill during 
which ground game may be killed, but I 
think if you reduce the time mentioned 
in the Bill it will not give satisfaction to 
farmers. There is a desire to do 
justice to both parties, and I am sure that 
a satisfactory measure will result from the 
consideration of this Bill in Committee. 


On question, Bill read 2* accordingly. 
and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House on Monday next. 


THE CONGO FREE STATE. 
*LorD REAY rose to call attention to 


| the recent Decrees issued by the Govern- 
/ment of the Independent State of the 


Congo, and the correspondence respecting 
its administration: Africa, No. 1. (1906.) 

The noble Lord said: My Lords, in 
the first place I wish to cal! your atten- 
tion to a Circular Despatch of the noble 


Marquess opposite (the Marquess of 
Lansdowne), dated August &th, 1905, 


which gives a very clear statement with 
regard to the Congo situation. Lord 
Lansdowne states in the Despatch that— 


“The sentiments which undoubtedly ani- 


/ mated the founders of the Congo State and 


the representatives of the Powers at Berlin 
were such as to deserve the cordial sysmpathy 
of the British Government, who have been 
loath to believe either that the beneficent in- 
tentions with which the Congo State was 
constituted, and of which it gave so solemn a 
pledge at Berlin, have in any way been 
abandoned, or that every effort has not been 
made to realise them. But the fact remains 
that there is a feeling of grave suspicion, 
widely prevalent among the people of this 
country, inregard to the condition of affairs in 
the Congo State, and there is a deep conviction 
that the many charges brought against the 
State’s administration must be founded on a 
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basis of truth. In these circumstances, His 
Majesty’s Government are of opinion that it is | 
incumbent upon the Powers parties to the 
Berlin Act to confer together and to consider | 
whether the obligations undertaken by the | 
Congo State in regard to the natives have | 
been fulfilied ; and, if not, whether the Sig- | 
natory Powers are not bound to make such 
representations as may secure the due obser- 
vance of the provisions contained in the Act.” 
The next important document in connec- 
tion with affairs in the Congo was a very | 
able Report by one of His Majesty’s Con- 
suls, Mr. Casement, dated December 11th, 
1903. It was probably that document and 
the despatch of the noble Marquess which 
led the Government of the Congo 
tu appoint a Commission of Inquiry in 
July, 1904. The next important docu- 
ment is the Report of the Commission of 
Inquiry,which was issued onOctober 30th, 
1905. Immediately after that Report 
had heen issued, the Congo Government 
appointed another Commission to examine 
the Report of the Commission of Inquiry. 


The evidence received by the Com- 
mission of Inquiry, and the Report of 
the second Commission have not been 
published. The reasons given for the 
refusal to publish the e documents are 
not convineing, and it is certainly to be 
regretted. But we are told that the 
conclusions of the second Commission 
were “in general harmony ” with those 
of the first Commission. That Report 
may, therefore, be considered to have an 
authoritative character. There can be 
no doubt that the Berlin Act gives to 
His Majesty’s Government, as one of the 
parties to that Act, the right to claim 
that the obligations undertaken by the 
Congo State should be fulfilled. I admit 
that interference with the internal affairs 
of a foreign State should be sparingly 
exercised, but from the Report of Consul 
Casement, and the Report of the Com- 
mission of Inquiry, it is quite clear that 
exceptional circumstances fully justified 
the remonstrances of His Majesty’s 
Government, which have been endorsed 
by public opinion in this country. 

The next important document is one | 
which appeared on June 3rd—a Report to | 
the Sovereign of the Congo State, by 
the three Secretaries, Mr. de Cuvelier, 
Mr. Droogmans and Mr. Liebrechts. 
That Report is accompanied by a series | 
of extremely important Decrees. Every- | 
thing depends on the spirit in which | 
these Decrees will be carried out by the 
officials of the Congo State. Great | 
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difficulties have been experienced in the 
organisation of the Civil Service of the 
Congo State, and we have a right to 
expect that continuous efforts will be 
made to improve the status of officials, 


| who have a very difficult task to perform 


in such a large territory. With regard 


|to the financial condition of the Congo 


State, we have not sufficient data to form 
Greater publicity 
in this respect similar to that which 
obtains with the accounts in our Colonies 
would be to the advantage of the Congo 
State, and would disarm legitimate 
criticism. 

I now wish to call attention to some of 
the Decrees. The first Decree establishes 
the right of the natives to the lands they 
occupy according to local customs. The 
rights of occupation are to be scheduled 
in accordance with regulations to be 
issued by the Governor-General. This 
involves, of course, a survey. In every 
village the extent of land occupied by 
natives is to be trebled, and even a 
further extension can be sanctioned by 
the head of the State. If necessary, 
expropriation will be applied in order to 
give effect to this rule. The natives are 
not allowed to alienate their property 
without the previous sanction of the 
Governor-General. Seed and plants are 
to be placed gratuitously at the disposal 
of the cultivators, and they will receive 


guidance with respect to proper 
cultivation. Their rights in the forests 


and fisheries are recognised with proper 
safeguards. This Decree is certainly a 
step in the right direction, if it is carried 
out properly, especially in that part of 
the territory in which companies have 
obtained concessions, as well as in the 
national domain and in that of the 
Crown. 

The next Decree has reference to direct 
and petsonal taxes. It is left to the 
Governor-General to settle the tax, 
keeping in view the resources of the 
different districts and of the population 
and the condition of the natives. The tax 
cannot be less than six franes or more than 
twenty-four francs annually. Therefore, it 
will always be less than one pound. The 
tax can be paid in produce or in labour. 
The heads of districts determine what 
produce will be received in payment and 
its value. They also settle the labour and 
its value. It must not in any case exceed 
forty hours a month. The Decree states 
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that in order to create in the natives a | 
taste for work they will receive for 
produce and for labour such remuneration 
as takes into account the value of the 
produce and the standard of wages in the 
district. The rethuneration will be paid 
in kind or in vouchers, which will be ex- 
changed in kind at the warehouses of the 
State. I need hardly point out that the efti- 
ciency of this reform depends on the effect 
given to this Decree by the Administration. 
Forced labour is open to abuse, and the 
sooner it disappears the better. If the 
valuation of produce and labour is made 
on a liberal scale, the abuses which un- 
doubtedly have been proved wili tend 
to disappear. 


The Congo 


The Despatch of Sir Edward Grey, 
dated January 9th last, ought certainly 
to be carefully considered in this con- 
nection. In that Despatch it is pointed 
out that if the tax is employed for 
commercial operations it remains open 
to the imputation of constituting a form 
of servitude. Sir Edward Grey says— 

‘* But the labour demanded of the Congolese 
natives in the from of a ‘tax’ is not, for the 
most part, employed for objects of general 
utility in which they are themselves in- 
terested ; it is employed by the State, or by 
the trading companies, to whom the right to 
levy the ‘tax’ is delegated, for the advance- 
ment of commercial operations, in which the 
native has no interest, and from which he can 
receive no benetit.” 


That delegation, I believe, will be no 
longer possible under this Decree which 
repeals Article 35 of the Decree of the 
18th November, 1903. Sir Edward Grey 
proceeds— 


“ A system which compels the personal 
service of the citizen for such a purpose as 
this—and it is to be observed that the pro- 
visions in Article 34 of the Law of the 18th of 
November, 1903, enabling the native to fulfil 
his obligations to the State by other means, 
have proved in the Congo to be almost entirely 
illusory—must always, in the opinion of His 
Majesty’s Government, remain open to the 
imputation of constituting a form of servitude, 
differing in essence but little from actual | 
slavery.” 


With that opinion of the Secretary of 
State I entirely agree. Then he further 
proceeds to say— | 

“His Majesty’s Government are not aware 
of any grounds for supposing that the natives | 
of the Congo, if provided with land for cultiva- | 
tion or offered employment as labourers, would 
show less willingness to work for the same | 
object, and the habit of work thus acquired 
would, no doubt, in the Congo as in British 
Africa, eventually conquer their natural 


Lord Reay. 
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indolence and lead them to engage in the 
cultivation of the soil and in trade, not merely 
to fulfil their obligations to the State, but to 
ameliorate their own position. While protest- 
ing, however, against the theoretical justifica- 
tion of the existing system, which is contained 
in the Report—a system resulting in the 
substitution in the Congo of forced labour for 
the hired labour, by means of which the 
development of the other parts of Africa is 
etfeeted—His Majesty’s Government are glad 
to note that the Commissioners consider that, 
in practice, no native should he compelled to 
pay his contribution to the State in the form 
of labour if he can find the means to pay it in 
money or produce. His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment earnestly commend this suggestion to 
the favourable consideration of the Congo 
Government, but they would point out that 
the reality of the reform, doubtless aimed at 
by the Commission, consists not so much in 
the proposed amplification of Article 34 of the 
existing Law as in removing the obstacles 
which at present as the natives from 
taking advantage of it.” 

Whether the Decree will fully give 
effect to this advice given by Sir Edward 
Grey I admit is open to doubt, and | 
think it would be well to enforce this 
advice on every occasion which will be 
given to His Majesty’s Government to 
enforce it. 

The next Decree deals with the collec- 
tive tax. The native chiefs are made 
responsible for the collective tax, which 
is assessed on a group of individuals. 
The chiefs are salaried and exempt of the 
tax. It is obvious that abuses may easily 
arise if the chiefs are inclined to act 
arbitrarily in the collection of the tax, 
and strict supervision will have to be 
exercised, An important reform is that 
the collection of taxes will only be 
carried out by officials of the State, and 
that private individuals will no longer be 
allowed to act as collectors. The system 
of armed sentries is abolished with 
regard to the collection of taxes. 
Individual assessment will be the rule, 
and collective assessment will only be 
tolerated where individual assessment is 
impracticable. The improvement of com- 
munications is mentioned in the Report 
as necessary in order to facilitate 
transport. This is self-evident, and 
necessitates expenditure on a large scale. 

The next Decree I wish to allude to is 
that on the tribal chiefs. It appeared that 
both Commissions were of opinion that 
the recognition of the authority of the 
tribal chiefs was important for the better 
government of the State. The Govern- 
ment of the Congo itself is convinced 
of the importance of maintaining the 
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tribe under the authority of its chief, 
and, what is of even greater importance, 
of its customs. They are of opinion that 
this institution strengthens the authority 
of the State and improves the social 
condition of the natives. The chief has 
no other rights than those which are 
stated in the Deed of Investiture. Among 
other duties, he is bound to assist the 
jocal authorities in the levying of militia 
and of labourers, and in providing the 
supplies which are required. It is quite 
clear that without sufficient control abuses 
may easily arise. If it is intended that the 
native chief should protect the members 
of his tribe, and that he should be 
punished for any illegality he may 
commit, the system may be accepted. 
in the absence of a sutlicient number of 
trained officials, there is no alternative. 
Provision should be made for training the 
heirs of chiefs, so that they should be able 
to discharge their duties when called upon 
to succeed. 


The Congo 


Both Commissions were of opinion that 
for public works—roads, _ railways, 
fortifications—forced labour was justifi- 
able. A Decree limits the liability to 
such labour to a period of five years. In 
this case, again, the conditions under 
which this Decree is applied must affect 
the criticism of a measure which in 
principle must be considered opposed to 
sound economics. A Decree has been 
issued, in accordance with the recom- 
mendations of both Commissions, to 
distinguish between police and military 
operations. In the Report of the second 
Commission it is also laid down that care 
should be taken that companies and 
private individuals should not engage in 
armed expeditions, which is already 
prohibited. The Decree does not allow 
a military expedition to be undertaken 
until an effort has been made to restore 
order by other means. It is admitted in 
the Report that the number of European 
ofticers—one to fifty men—ought to be 
doubled in order that strict supervision 
may be exercised. The Report states 
that this will be done as soon as the 
public exchequer can dispense the neces- 
sary funds. 


Inspectors are to be appointed to secure 
to the natives their lawtul rights, and to 
see that their mutual relations, and those 
with State officials and private individuals 
should be in accordance with the regula- 
tions.” They will exercise their duties 
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especially in the territories owned by or 
leased to private companies. The in- 
spectors will receive complaints from and 
against the natives and will inform the 
judicial authorities of any breaches of 
the law. If these inspectors are carefully 
selected, and if they are  sutticiently 
numerous, they may be able to prevent 
and put a stop to arbitrary proceedings. 
But in Sir Edward Grey’s Despatch of 
January 9th the root of the evil is dealt 
with. Sir Edward Grey says— 

‘Tn dealing with the question of the conces- 
sionary companies, the commissioners express 
the view that the ideal remedy for the abuses 
noted within the concessions would be to 
deprive these companies of all administrative 
power. His Majesty's Government hold that 
the exercise of administrative functions by 
persons or companies who have acquired the 
whole trade of the area which they are called 
upon to administer must lead to grave irregu- 
larities, and they would have welcomed a 
declaration by the Commission condemning 
the association of trade and administration, 
whether in the person of concessionary com- 
panies or in that of the State itself. It is 
much to be regretted that the Commissioners 
should have ignored altogether the evils of 
State-trading, and failed to recommend. in the 
case of the companies, the practical adoption 
of the remedy which they themselves recog- 
nise as ‘ ideal.’ ” 

I need hardly say that I am in cordial 
agreement with the advice here given to 
the Government of the Congo State by the 
Foreign Secretary, and it certainly is to be 
regretted that in these Decrees there is 
nothing showing that any effect has been 
given to that advice. 

The strictures of the Commission of 
inquiry on the judicial system have led 
to a Decree which establishes circuit 
courts. The recruitment of trained 
jurists is difficult, but their increase is 
clearly required for the effective adminis- 
tration of justice. We must I think 
accept these Decrees as evidence of the 
recognition by the Government of the 
Congo State that reforms were urgently 
needed. These reforms are tentative, 
and must lead to further reforms in the 
same direction. 

As regards trade, m the Circular 
Despatch of August 8th, 1903, it was 
stated that— 

“ Article 1 of the Berlin Act provides that 
the trade of all nations shall enjoy complete 
freedom in the basin of the Congo ; and Article 
V. provides that no Power which exercises 
Sovereign rights in the basin shall be allowed 
to grant therein a monopoly or favour of any 
kind in matters of trade. In the opinion of 
His Majesty’s Government, the system of trade 
now existing in the Independent State of the 


Free State. 
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Congo is not in harmony with these pro- | 


visions.” 


The Despatch further stated that— 

“ His Majesty’s Government will be glad to 
receive any suggestions which the Governments 
of the signatory Powers may be disposed to 
make in reference to this important question, 
which might perhaps constitute, wholly or in 
part, the subject of a reference to the tribunal 
at the Hague.” 


I wish to ask my noble friend the Under- 
Secretary whether any suggestions have 
been received, and whether reference to the 
Tribunal at the Hague is considered by 
His Majesty’s Government as a possible 
solution. 


It should be noticed that Belgium is 
not responsible in any way for the affairs 
of the Congo. Belgium is one of the 
best-governed countries on the continent, 
and its prosperous condition is the result 
of its wise Government. I will quote the 
opinion of M. Beernaert, the eminent 
Belgian statesman, than whom no one can 
express an opinion of greater weight on 
the affairs of the Congo. M. Beernaert 
stated in the Belgian Chamber on March 
Ist that— 

“ Belgium to-day has no right whatever to 
take over the Congo, and it is deliberately, 
voluntarily, but against my wishes, that she 
renounced that right under the form of an 
ill-detined adjournment. Freely also, and 
after examination, did Parliament renounce 
all control and all demand for inforniation 
which the preceding Convention assured to our 
country, and gave to the Congo State its full 
liberty of management and borrowing powers.” 


Then he added— 

“These are matters which we may regret, 
and I need hardly tell the House that this is 
my personal feeling.” 

That is a very authoritative expression 
of opinion with regard to the affairs of the 
Congo, and I can only add that I hope that 
His Majesty’s Government will be able in 
the future as in the past to exercise its 
due influence so that in the Congo State 
an administration may be introduced 
worthy of its founders and worthy of the 
virtues of the Belgian people, with whom, 
although it has no legal link, it is cer- 
tainly in many respects connected and 


will ultimately become more closely 
related. 
*THE UNDER-SECRETARY or 


STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
(Lord Fitzmaurice): My Lords, there 
is a very wide interest felt in this coun- 
try in the question which has just been 
Lord Reay. 
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brought forward by my noble friend in 
his comprehensive speech. He has 
sketched very correctly the history of 
the matter in its main lines. It is not 
necessary, therefore, that I should take up 
the time of your Lordships by explaining 
the nature of the successive Commis- 
sions—the Commission of Examination 
and the Commission of Reform, which 
have been dealt with by my noble friend ; 
but I would like to take the earliest 
opportunity of paying a deserved tribute 
of respect and admiration to an eminent 
British Civil servant, a member of the 
Consular Service, whose work was preli- 
minary to that of both the Commissions. 
It is within the knowledge of many of 
your Lordships that at an earlier stage 
in these transactions Mr Robert Case- 
ment was sent to the Congo to 


make a Report, so that the Foreign 
Office might be informed whether or 


not they could attach credence to the 
statements made by gentlemen in this 
country and others who had taken up 
the question of the government or, as 
they called it, the misgovernment, of the 
Congo State. Mr. Casement had an 
exceedingly difficult task, and was sub- 
ject to all those perils of flood and 
field which a man who has work to 
do in the interior of Africa has to 
encounter. He had, moreover, to carry 
on an inquiry whieh could not fail 
to be more or less disagreeable to those 
concerned, and to make him an object of 
suspicion and dislike to them. It is, as 
has been pointed out, unfortunate that 
the Report of the first Commission was 
not accompanied by the evidence, but the 
Report is sufficient to vindicate Mr. Case- 
ment. That gentleman has been the 
object of many unjust attacks, and I am 
sure I am giving utterance to the feel- 
ings of all here when I express the 
hope that Mr. Casement, whom reasons of 
health have compelled to retire from an 
appointment which he held at Lisbon, 
will have an opportunity of adding 
further services to those with which 
his name is already associated. 


My noble friend has placed before your 
Lordships a considerable number of 
details in regard to the work of the 
second Commission. Although we have 
the Decrees, of which I have placed a 
considerable number of copies in the 
Library, we have not the text of the 
Report on which they were founded. 
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But the documents we have are quite 
sutiicient. If I desired—not that I do 
so—to take up the time of the House by 
a long indictment of the Government of 
the Congo Free State as Mr. Casement 
found it, I am quite satisfied with 
one simple fact. The Quarterly Reriew— 
a great English literary and_ political 
organ, not addicted to being the too 
ready recipient of every tale which the 
missionary or humanitarian may bring 
from distant parts of the world—placed 
on record in a most complete and care- 
fully written article, published — in 
January, the opinion that iu many of 
these large districts in the Congo, and 
especially in the Abir district, worked by 
the so-called Abir Company, such a 
condition of things has existed, and to a 
certain extent exists still, that the old 
Government of the Arab slave traders 
had some features which entitled it to a 
more favourable opinion from civilised 
persons than the Government of the 
Congo Free State, which dispossessed 
and succeeded the Arab Empire. 


Turning to the condition of things 
described by my noble friend, I may say 
that I have done my best to make myself 
master of the net result of the Decrees. 
The first thing that strikes me is that one 
of the most important recommendations 
of the Commission, basing itself on the 
Report of the earlier Commission, has not 
been carried out, and it is a very vital 
one. The Commission recommended that 
the Procureur-D’Etat, who has now 
Lecome Procureur-Général, should be 
absolutely independent of the Governor- 
General as regards the prosecution of the 
offenders, except in cases where the 
security of the State was at stake. The 
Government of the Congo have refused to 
adopt that recommendation, and by 
leaving the previous legislation unaltered 
have confirmed the power of the 
Governor-General to stop legal proceed- 
ings which he considers inopportune. 

I am willing to grant that if one takes 
the mere letter of these bulky Decrees 
and isolates them from the surrounding 
circumstances, and regards them as 
operating under a Government able and 
willing to enforce them, the position of 
the native in the Congo Free State might 
really be regarded as so idyllic that some 
of your Lordships on leaving this House 
might almost be disposed to take a 
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ticket immediately for the Congo. But 
I cannot say that the matter really 
works out in practice in that way. 
No doubt it may be said that the 
native of a rubber-bearing district in one 
of the big concessions will live on the 
extensive lands which had for centuries 
been in the occupation of his tribe under 
the authority of his chief. That is what 
the Decrees seem to contemplate. He 
will pay a tax of between 4s. 10d. and 
19s. 4d. a year, which sum he will procure 
either by the sale of his rubber to the 
highest bidder among the traders, who 
will be free to set up their establishments 
on the native reserves, or by working as 
the hired labourer of the concessionary 
company for a fair wage—the companies 
are to be induced to pay wages in money 
as much as possible—until he has earned 
the necessary sum, or, if he is foolish 
enough to prefer this roundabout way, by 
working out his tax in not more than 
forty hours’ labour a month on the con- 
cession. The tranquillity of his existence 
is broken perhaps once by compulsory 
service asa paid labourer on a work of 
public utility for five years, or seven 
years in the army, and occasionally by a 
slight corr’e of short duration. If a 
European ill-treats him, he has easy access 
to one of the travelling magistrates, who 
can deal with the ease by himself, if it is 
trivial, and if not send it before a 
territorial Court, or if the offence is very 
grave, before one of the four new Courts 
of first instance. If the European is 
sentenced and appeals, the native need 
not go to Boma to be present at the trial 
on appeal, as the Appeal Court will 
judge sur pices. If he has a dispute 
with his employer about his wages, 
the travelling magistrate can decide the 
question, if the amount involved is under 
£4, without appeal. If the native is idle 
and will not provide himself with the 
money to pay his tax, he is given two 
warnings, at intervals of a fortnight 
(if his tax is payable monthly), 
and then, if he has not paid, he may be 
imprisoned with hard labour at the nearest 
Government post for not more than one 
month in the case of a first offence and 
not more than three months in any case. 
No official inferior to a chef de secteur may 
order his imprisonment on this account, 
and the company’s agents have no say in 
the matter at all. His wife cannot be 
imprisoned for his own failure to pay. 
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If this were really to be the happy 
existence of the natives, the concessionary 
companies would, to say the least of it, 
find their profits enormously reduced, 
and very quickly reduced, an eventu- 
ality which the State will not be too 
anxious to permit. The delimitation of 
the lands to be accorded to natives is 
left entirely to the discretion of the 
Governor-General, and the State, be it 
remembered, is still to take half profits 
in the company concessions besides being 
an immense owner itself. Therefore, 
while the opportunities of ill-treating the 
natives are slightly lessened, the chance 
that the opportunities still left will be 
made the most of is as great as it ever 
was, seeing that the State is still the 
chief trader in the country, and that there 
is still no real guarantee that offenders 
will be brought to justice. 


Some more admirable laws have been 
added to the statute-book of the Congo 
State. There was, perhaps, not a great 
deal to be said before against many of the 
laws. A fairly ideal picture could have 
been drawn under the old state of things ; 
hut the conditions which made former 
legislation in practice absolutely useless for 
the protection of natives remain, so far 
as I am able to judge, substantially un- 
altered. If the spirit of the law had been 
observed before, the Congo would have 
been a paradise; if the spirit of the law 
were observed now, it would be a para- 
dise, with a few extra attractions thrown 
in. It is difficult, however, to see why 
or how the law should be carried out as 
long as the conditions to which I have 
already referred exist, as long as the 
State is itself the principal trader, while 
at the same time the Governor-General is 
the judge of the extent of the native 
lands, and the administration of native 
justice, though organised in a faultless 
manner on paper, does not afford any 
real or substantial security. I am afraid 
that | must say that under these circum- 
stances the ticket to the Congo, which | 
referred to just now, had better, perhaps, 
on grounds of ordinary prudence and 
foresight, be a return ticket. 


The question will, of course, be asked, 
What under these circumstances is the 
position of His ‘Majesty’s Government ! 
I am glad to think that here again we 
are able to look back with complete 
agreement upon the policy of our pre- 


Lord Fitzmaurice. 


{LORDS} 
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in regard to what goes on in this vast 


territory. But our rights are hedged 
about in various ways which give rise 
to diplomatic difficulties. The noble 
Marquess opposite, when Foreign Secre- 
tary, issued the appeal to which reference 
has heen made. but so faras I know the 
only Sovereign who really sent anything 
like a real reply to that appeal was the 
Sultan of Turkey, who stated that he felt 


a great interest in this question. That is 
one of the ironies of the situation. 


Yesterday your Lordships were discussing 
Macedonia ; to-day we are discussing the 
Congo. 


Under the Berlin Act we, in common 
with the other signatories, have certain 
rights which cover the vast basin of the 
Congo which nothing except a further 
Act of the signatory Powers can alter or 
change. I might compare the position 
of the ruler of the Congo State, on 
coming into his kingdom, to the position 
of a man buying or inheriting an encum- 
hered estate. He finds that there are 
mortgages upon it. He finds also, perhaps, 
that it is subject to a variety of easements 
and serving rights, which he is bound to 
recognise. I need not again enumerate 
the main conditions of the Berlin Act, but 
I would desire to remind the House that 
amongst them is the right of the Powers 
to establish an International River Com- 
mission on the Congo, which I have 
always believed, if established, would be 
the means, like the Danube Commission 
was, of upholding the flag of civilisation 
by its presence in these waste and 
neglected regions of the earth. But we 
have other rights under the Convention of 
1884 which first recognised the existence 
of the International Association of the 
Congo out of which the Free State grew. 
One of the most important of these is the 
right to establish Consular Courts. — It 
may be said that this would not directly 
benefit the natives. Nevertheless, when 
we are aware that a _ British subject, 
the Rev. Mr. Stannard, a missionary 
of high character, to whose reputation 


testimony has been borne by the 
officials of the Congo State, amongst 


whom he has lived and had his being for 
a considerable time, has only quite 
recently been placed upon his trial, and 
when we are expecting hour by hour to 


_know what the result of that trial may be, 
_and remembering what took place at the 
decessors. This country has certain rights | 


trial of Mr. Stokes, which was one of the 
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most disgraceful judicial fareces which | 
ever sullied the annals of what purported | 
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In Catholic as well as in Protestant 
countries, and in Catholic as much as 


to be a Court of justice, we can have no | in Protestant circles in Belgium, it is now 


intention 
State, and we on the contrary attach 
great importance to that right. 


When the Congo Free State first came 
into existence it was placed before the 
world as a great philanthropic enterprise ; 
and when acting as Under-Secretary to 
Lord Granville, | was the mark for many 
attacks by those who thought that I was 
indifferent to this great philanthropic 
enterprise that was to carry civilisation 
into the heart of Africa. And now, 
twenty years after these events, I find 
the writer in the Quarterly Review using 
these words— 

“Whoever they may be—British, Belgian, 
German, or what not—the names of the 
directors of the Abir Company should be pub- 
lished in full ; and the owners of those names 
should then and there retire into private life 
as the only expiation they can make for having, 
consciously or unconsciously, left so dark a 
stain in the heart of the Congo Free State. 
They have directed a policy which has resulted 
in the death of several thousand defenceless 
savages, the mutilation of many more, the out- 
raging of women, the destruction of homes, and 
the depopulation of a once well-peopled land.” 

After the events that have occurred 
in the Congo, every right this country 
possesses, diplomatically or morally, is a 
right that we ought to stand upon. 
in all these matters we have not only 
to bear in mind what our rights are, but the 
time and the opportunity. [am inclined 
to think that we shall be upon firmer 
ground, when the time comes for more 
active interference, by now standing upon 
what I may call the broad equities of the 
situation, rather than upon comparatively 
small legal points. But for the moment 


our duty is to indicate the great gaps | 
which exist in the scheme of reforms, and | 
to do everything we can to encourage the | 
Government of the Free State to give as | 


real and as wide an operation as possible 
to these reforms, 


There was an idea on the Continent | 


of Europe at one time that the campaign 
of the Congo Reform Association in this 
country was either the action of a few 
misguided enthusiasts, or only the work 
of some Protestant fanatics. No doubt 
the action of those who laboured in this 
cause was very greatly hampered by that 
impression abroad. Now, fortunately, 
those ideas have entirely disappeared. 


of abandoning our right to | 
establish Consular Courts in the “Congo | 


' Beernhart. 


Sut | 


|spoken strongly, but not at 
strongly, of the manner in which the 


recognised that this campaign was in 
no manner either the work of misguided 
fanaticism or of Protestant bigotry. 
One of the most eloquent denouncers 
of what has been done has been that 
eminent Roman Catholic statesman, who 
some time ago was the much respected 
Prime Minister of Belgium. I refer to M. 
This great belgian statesman 
himself gave voice to the feelings of 
outraged humanity upon this question. 
Among the severest critics of the Congo 
State are not only M. Cattier, the eminent 
Belgian jurist, and M. Vandevelde, the 
great Parliamentary Labour Leader, but 
also Father Vermeesch, a well known 
Roman Catholic ecclesiastic. It is there- 
fore our duty to believe that public 
opinion in Belgium, which is much more 
powerful, because nearer, is rapidly 
bringing to bear on the official heads 
of the Congo State a pressure which will 
cause not only the enforcement of these 
Decrees, but their re-issue in a revised 
and far more drastic form. 


it is our interest and policy in this 


|country to support the legitimate action 


of Belgian opinion, and to be most careful 
not to suggest by word or deed that 
any attack is being made on the Belgian 
Government or people. We desire 
that it should be theirs to move in 
the matter, and they know best when 
the circumstances are favourable. ; 
Whether this matter is one which ean be 
brought before The Hague Conference is 
a question to which I cannot give a 
positive answer. The sphere of work of 
the future Hague Conference is still a 
topic of consideration among the Powers ; 
and I cannot hold out too great hopes. 
But the idea is present to the mind of 
the Secretary of State, and no oppor- 
tunity to press forward this question will 
be lost. But, on the other hand, I hope 
and believe that the extremely compli- 
cated character of the task which His 
Majesty’s Government have in Africa 
and the Congo will be recognised. 


*THE Marquess OF LANSDOWNE 
My Lords, I do not desire to add many 
words to the statement to which we have 
just listened. My noble friend has 
all too 
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charged the responsibilities which, in a 
moment of mistaken confidence, were 


{LORDS} 


Government of the Congo State has dis- | 


thrown upon it by the Great Powers. | 
The attitude of the Congo State has | 
been unsatisfactory throughout, and I) 
am bound to say that I do not think it | 
has ever been more unsatisfactory than it | 


is at the present moment. I learn from 
my noble friend’s statement that His 
Majesty’s Government will watch events 


in the Congo with care, that it is their) 


intention to insist upon our treaty rights, 


and that we shall certainly not admit the | 


extravagant pretensions which 


have | 


recently been put forward by the ruler | 


of the Congo State to deal with these 


vast territories as if they were a private | 


chattel of his own, and without guidance 
or direction from outside. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs has lately announced that he 
claims for the signatory Powers the 


right to take such steps as they may | 
consider called for to ensure the observ- | 


ance by the independent State of its 
obligations ; and I trust that he may be 
successful in inducing the other Powers 
to act with us in this matter. I can 
scarcely bring myself to believe that, 
however reluctant they may be, they will 
be content to acquiesce in the claim of 
the Sovereign of the Congo State in the 
shape in which it has been most recently 


presented to the public. Nothing 
could, I venture to think, be more 


humiliating to the Great Powers than to 
acquiesce in such a position ; and nothing 
certainly could be more humiliating to 
us ; for we may fairly claim that it is this 
country which from the first has taken a 
leading part in endeavouring to obtain 
redress for the wrongs of this misgoverned 


people. 


It was the outburst of indignation in 
this country which first called attention 
to these occurrences. Then came 
mission of Mr. Consul Casement, to whom 
my noble friend referred in terms of 
commendation which were thoroughly 
well deserved. Mr. Casement’s report 
certainly had the effect of raising a corner 
of the curtain behind which were shrouded 
the iniquities that had been going on for 
many years. It led to the Commission of 


Inquiry whose report was very valuable, | 


although it was given to the world—inspite 
of the assurances that had been obtained— 
without the all-important evidence on 


The Marquess of Lansdowne. 


the | 
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which it was founded. That report, even 
if allowance be made for the fact that in 
remote regions of this kind a certain 
amount of hardship and rough usage is 
inevitable, disclosed a condition of things 
more deplorable than anything which we 
could have ventured to imagine for our- 
selves. We have had discussions in this 
House as to what is and what is not 
slavery ; but there was certainly brought 
to light in Mr. Casement’s report and in 
the report of the Commission of Inquiry 
the existence of bondage under the most 
barbarous and inhuman conditions, and 
maintained for mercenary motives of the 
most selfish character. 


What is the latest phase of these 
transactions ? Weare presented with a 
collection of Decrees which, no doubt, con- 
tain the outline of many reforms such 
as might be of great advantage if 
full effect were given to them; but 
it is, I believe, the universal opinion that 
these Decrees still leave room for the 
existence of some of the worst abuses 
which have prevailed in recent years in 
the Congo. They contemplate, although 
perhaps in a modified form, forced labour ; 
and forced labour under the supervision 
of the officials of the Congo Government 
is forced labour in its very worst shape. 
Then, again, as [ understand them, they 
leave the local courts subject to the 
interference of the Executive Government 
—a state of things which is not very 
likely to conduce to the administration of 
justice. 

Again, they contain, as far as we are 
aware, no provisions rendering it necessary 
that the accounts of these provinces should 
be made public. It is to information as to 
the financial condition of the country above 
everything else that it is desirable that 
the publie should have access. We know 
that these concessionaire companies are 
making enormous profits. I see it 
stated that the £20 shares of some of 
them are quoted at £600. These huge 
profits are wrung out of the suffering 
population of the Congo, and there 
is no means of ascertaining how much 
or how little of the money thus extorted 
is devoted to expenditure for providing 
proper administration. We are told that 
by these Decrees plots of land owned 
by these wretched villagers are to be 
increased. But we all know that it is 
not out of the little village patches which 
' they cultivate that they earn a livelihood, 
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but that it is on their forest rights upon 
which these companies have so mercilessly 
encroached that they are dependent for 
their existence. 


The Congo 


It has been truly said that it is not to the 
letter of these regulations that we have to 
look, so much as to the spirit in which the 
laws and regulations are administered. On 
that point there is a grain of comfort 
in these decrees. ‘Three inspectors are, 
I believe, to be appointed ; but they will 
have 300,000 square miles of territory 
apiece to look after, so that the grain of 
comfort is a small one. I trust that His 
Majesty's Government will keep an eye 
on the inspectors. 

Something has been said as to our 
right to interest ourselves in these 
matters. I cannot admit that there 
is any doubt whatever as to our 
right. We rely on the spirit as well 
us the letter of the Berlin Act. What 
does it say? It lays down that no Power 
exercising sovereign rights in the above- 
mentioned regions should be allowed 
to grant a monopoly or favour of any 
kind in matters of trade. I believe that 
the whole country is covered with 
monopolies, and that each of the con- 
cessionaire companies has been given a 
monopoly of the most objectionable 
character. 

The next clause in the Act states that 
all the Powers exercising sovereign rights 
or influence in the territories bind them- 
s:lves to watch over the preservation 
of the native tribes and their moral and 
physical well-being, and to help in 
suppressing slavery and the slave trade. 
These words, read by the light of what 
we know to be going on in the Congo, 
seem almost to be ironically written. I 
say, therefore, that our right is perfectly 
clear. But I may add, quite irrespective 
of any right we enjoy under the letter 
of these Acts, that we have a moral right to 
interfere which comes to us in consequence 
of the false pretences—I cannot use a 
gentler word—under which the Congo 
State has acquired its privileged position 
in that part of Africa. There can be no 
doubt that when this country acquiesced 
in the original arrangement most people 
believed that what they were doing was 
to give to the Belgian Government a 
certain control overthe regionsin question. 
We know how great a difference there is 
between the Government of Belgium— 
the enlightened and wise Government of 
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3elgium—and the Administration of the 
Congo Independent State. 


One word as to the remedies to which 
it is possible for us to look in the hope of 


contributing something towards the 
introduction of a better state of things. 


We entered into a specific agreement in 
1884—an agreement executed between 
Sir E. Malet and the representative of 
the then Congo Association—under which 
we were guaranteed the most-favoured- 
nation treatment in the Congo, and under 
which we especially reserved the right to 
exercise consular jurisdiction within it. 
I agree with my noble friend that this was 
avery important reservation ; and all I 
can say is that I hope, if these abuses 
continue, we shall claim our right to 
appoint consuls in the Congo. I do not 
care in the leasc whether there are 
British subjects to look after or not; 
but what I do feel is that the presence of 
half a dozen Englishmen located in the 
centres of trade within the Congo will 
be worth more than a whole row of in- 
spectors or officials belonging to the Ad- 
ministration of the Congo Free State. 


3ut besides this, I should certainly 
not abandon the hope that, should 
these abuses continue, the Powers, who 
are signatories of the Berlin Treaty, 
will consider, in a favourable spirit, 
a proposal that a conference should 
be again summoned to examine the 
whole question, and how far the promises, 
held out to these Powers at the 
time when the Congo Government was 
created, have been fulfilled or not. The 
assembly of such a conference would, I 
am confident, have the effect of leading to 
proposals which would result in a better 
state of things. /I repeat that I guard 
myself, as the speakers who have pre- 
ceded me have done, from being supposed 
to make any complaint or criticism of 
the Belgian Government. I believe, on 
the contrary, that the Belgian Govern- 
ment, or the members of it, abhor and 
regret these occurrences as much as we 
do. Demis, I should be delighted 
to see the Congo State transferred to the 
Belgian Government. I hope it may 
some day be so transferred ; and if it 
is, I trust it will be transferred under 
conditions which will give the Belgian 
Government an absolutely free hand to 
deal with this concessionaire region, 
within which the worst abuses prevail, 
and which claims for itself a kind of 
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immunity from all interference or super- 
vision. 7 The only other remark I will 
make is this. 1 trust that we may have 
some at all events of the Papers to 
which reference has been made in this 
debate and in the public Press. 


The Congo 


*THE LORD ARCHBISHOP or CAN- 
TERBURY : My Lords, [rejoice to think 


that the speeches delivered here this | 


evening will tind an echo outside, not in 
England only, but beyond the sea, and 
not least in belgium itself. The story 
of these Congo misdeeds is as extra- 
ordinary in its character as it is melan- 
choly in its incidents ; and it 1s a strange 
that what 
regarded as a great philanthropic enter- 
prise should a few years 
become a source of bewilderment to those 
ot us who have no special opportunity of 
being conversant with the details of 
matters of this kind. 


dénouement 


In this ignorance of the precise facts as 
to what is going on wise men always 
shrink from being ready to lend them- 
selves too readily to some obvious popular 
outery about something which may be 
only imperfectly understood. ‘That 
danger, real at all times, is increased 
when we are dealing, not merely with a 
question of administration in some savage 
or semi-savage country, but with what 
may be supposed at all events to concern 
the administration of a civilised and 
friendly State. But the story has now 
been revealed to the world, not by 
mawkish sentimentalists or by unbalanced 
enthusiasts who are raising some mere 
fanatical outcry, but by an investigation 
carried on by competent men. It has 
taught us that cautious as we ought to be 
not to join too readily in an outery which 
may often prove to be exaggerated or 


baseless, we ought, on the other hand, to | 
be cautious lest we too readily put down | 


to fanaticism or prejudice the protests 


which we sometimes treat too lightly | 


because we think that the facts alleged 
are too bad to be true. That is the moral 
we have to remem! er on one side as well 


as on the other when we read of what is 


taking place in the Congo State. 


But to-night’s speeches will do very 
real good in this matter. 
Lords on each side of the House who are in 
the best possible position to know all 
the facts, we have had wise and weighty 
The Marquess of Lansdowne. 


{LORDS} 


was originally | 


atterwards | 


From noble | 





Free State. 1588 


| words both as to the present condition of 
| things and as to the possibility of moving 
'in the direction of amendment. I rejoice 
'to hear the voice of those who speak from 
Foreign Ottice experience on each side of 
| the House proclaiming that it is clearly at 
this juncture the duty of Great Britain 
to use every right which the country 
possesses, diplomatic as well as moral, anc 
to stand on those rights. Weare dealing 
with broad considerations of principle 
rather than with legal technicalities. 
In what we are urging, we are anxious to 
make it clear that our criticism is directed 
not in any sense against the Belgian 
Government, which is not, as a Govern- 
ment, concerned or responsible. We are 
denouncing offenders, be they many or 
few, against whom a protest is here raised 
for wrongs which the whole world has felt 
to be intolerable, and which must not be 
allowed to continue. It is the earnest 
hope of every thoughtful man that the 
effort will be crowned with success. 
*THE LORD PRIVY SEAL (The Mar- 
quess of Ripon): My Lords, I rise to 
emphasise not only to your Lordships, 
but to those to whom the words of this 
‘debate may go, the absolute unanimity 
which exists on both sides of the House as 
to this question. There has been no 
difference of opinion expressed. Noble 
Lords who have spoken have spoken with 
authority, and they are all agreed both as 
to the general course of policy and the 
steps which the Government are likely to 
take. We have a great responsibility in 
this matter, and I also declare that 
the Powers who signed the Act of Berlin 
have a great responsibility in common 
with us. I regret that the appeal made 
by my noble friend to the other Powers 
'met with but indifferent success, but 
the policy which dictated that appeal 
is as much the policy of the present 
Government as it was the _ policy 
of noble Lords opposite when they were 
in power. /l welcome the advance of 
public opinfon in belgium on this matter, 
and I think that we are bound to do 
nothing that would check the free ex- 


| pression of that public opinion. The 
3elgian people have great interests 


involved in this matter, and your Lord- 
ships may be sure that the course His 
Majesty’s Government will pursue will 
not be one calculated to promote any 
jealousy in the Belgian Government, 
who have little or no responsibility in 
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this matter, except the moral responsi-; read the third time and passed, with 


Private 


bility of being, as it were, indirectly | 
connected with it.y But that, my Lords, 
will not deter His Majesty’s Government 
from pursuing a course which they may 
think to be right for the purpose of main- 
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taining and discharging their own res- | 


ponsibility. 


I am very glad to find that my 
noble friend opposite feels, as we feel, 
that we have still in reserve, when- 
ever we may think fit to exercise it, 
a very valuable power in connection with 
the appointment of consuls in the Congo. 
| make no declaration as to the time 
when a step of that kind may be taken ; 
hut I do think it is an excellent thing 
that there should have gone forth from 
this House to those in other countries who 
are interested in this matter, and have 
grave and serious responsibilities in 
respect to it, an absolutely unanimous 
declaration as to policy in this question. 


House adjourned at ten minutes 


before Seven o’cloek, Lo 
Thursday next, half-past Ten 
Welock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, 3rd July, 1906. 


The House met at a quarter before 
Three of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 
PRIVATE BILLS [Lorps] (NO STAND. 

ING ORDERS NOT PREVIOUSLY 

INQUIRED INTO APPLICABLE). 

Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table 
Report from one of the Examiners of 
Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the 
case of the following Bill, originating in 
the Lords, and referred on the First 
Reading thereof, no Standing Orders not 
previously inquired into are applicable, 
viz.:—Lord ‘Tredegar’s Supplemental 
Estate Bill | Lords]. 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second 
time. 


Bury Corporation Bill [Lords]. Read 
the third time, and passed, with 
Amendments. 

Clacton Urban District Council Bill 
[Lords] (King’s Consent signified). Bill 
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Amendments. 


Newport Harbour Commissioners Bill 
[Lords] (King’s Consent signified). Bill 
read the third time and passed, with 
Amendments. 


acy C ‘learing Sy stem (Superannua- 
; Shettield District 
tail: ay Bill [L a Read the third 
time, and passed, with Amendments. 





Great Central and Lancashire, Derby- 


(shire, and Kast Coast Railways Bill 
{Lords]; Manchester Churches — Bill 
|Lords|; Newtownards Urban District 


Council Bill | Lords}, 


As amended, con- 
sidered ; 


to be read the third time. 


Penllwyn Railway and Road _ Bill 
|Lords|. As amended, — considered ; 
Amendments made ; Bill to be read the 
third time. 


Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 9) Bill. As amended, considered ; 
read the third time, and passed. 


Education Board Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (Devon, ete.) Bi s]; 
Education Board Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (Kesteven, etc.) Bill {Lords} ; 
Education Board Provisional Order Con- 
firmation (London, No. 1) Bill {Lords}. 
Read a second time, and committed. 


Newport Corporation Bill [Lords] ; 
reported from the Police and Sanitary 
Committee, with Amendments ; Report 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 





South Lincolnshire Water Bill; re- 
ported, with Amendments ; Report to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed. 

PRIVATE BILLS (GROUP L) 

Mr. TOULMIN reported from the Com- 
mittee on Group I. of Private Bills ; That, 
for the convenience of parties, the Com- 
mittee had adjourned till Monday next, 
at half-past Eleven of the Clock. 


Report to lie upon the Table. 
MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 


That they have agreed to, Sea Fisheries 
Provisional Order Bill, without Amend- 


ment, 
Metropolitan Railway Bill, | with 
Amendments. 


Amendments to Cambrian Railways 
Bill [Lords] ; without Amendment. , 
3 H 
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HAMMERSMITH, CITY AND NORTH 
EAST LONDON RAILWAY BILL. 

*Tue CHAIRMAN or WAYS AND 
MEANS (Mr. Eumorr, Oldham) moved 
that the promoters of the Hammersmith 
City and North-East London Bill should 
have leave to suspend the Bill and 
proceed with it next session. He 
explained that the reason for this long 
motion was that the promoters of rival 
schemes had differed as to the meaning 
of a letter sent to them by the Board of 
Trade, with the result that, while 
the Hammersmith and City Scheme had 
been brought forward this year, the 
other scheme had not. At a Conference 
with the Board of Trade, the Chairman of 
the Lords Committee and himself, it had 
been decided that the Bill should not be 
allowed to proceed this session, and the 
object of the Motion was simply to save 
the promoters the expense and trouble of 
bringing in new plans, petitions, etc. 
Motion made, and Question proposed, 


“That the Promoters of the Hammer- | 


smith, City, and North East London 
Railway Bill which has been introduced 
into this House in the present session of 
Parliament, shall have leave to suspend 
any further proceedings thereon, in order 
to proceed with the same Bill, if they 
shall think fit, in the next session of 
Parliament, provided that notice of their 
intention to do so be lodged in the Private 
3ill Office not later than six o'clock on 
the day prior to the close of the present 
session, and that all fees due thereon up 
to that period be paid. 

“That the money deposited in accord- 
ance with the Standing Orders of this 
House in respect of such Bill may there- 
upon be returned to the depositors. 

* That the Promoters of such Bill may, 
on or before the 31st day of December 
next, deposit in the Private Bill Office an 
Mstimate, signed by the person making 
the same, of the expense of the under- 
taking under the Bill, and, previously to 
the 15th day of January next, deposit a 
sum not less than five per centum on the 
amount of such Estimate with the Pay- 
master-General, 

“That such Bill shall be referred to 
the Examiners, who shall certify whether 
or not the Promoters have made such 


deposit with the Paymaster-General, and, 
upon the Examiners certifying that such 
deposit has been made, that the pro- 
ceedings on such Bill shall be pro forma 


{COMMONS} 


Bill Business. 


only in regard to all other stages through 
which the same shall have passed in the 
present session, and no new fees shall be 
charged in regard to such stages. 


“That such Bill shall be deposited in 
the Private Bill Office not later than six 
o'clock on or before the third day on 
which the House shall sit in the next 
session of Parliament, with a declaration 
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annexed thereto, signed by the agent 
stating that the Bill is the same in every 


of the 
in the 


respect as the Bill at the last stage 
proceedings thereon in this House 
present session, 


‘That if the money deposited in the 
present session, as required by Standing 
Order No. 57, in respect of such Bill has 
not been withdrawn as provided for by 
the preceding Resolutions, a certificate of 
that fact from the proper officer of the 
court in which such money was deposited 
shall accompany such declaration, and 
such Bill shall not be referred to the 
Examiners : 

“That such Bill, indorsed by one of the 
Clerks in the Private Bill Office as having 
been duly deposited with such declaration 
and such certificate, if any, annexed, be 
laid by one of the Clerks of that Office 
upon the Table of the House in the next 
session of Parliament? 

“That such Bill, so laid upon the 
Table, shall be deemed to have been read 
a first time: 

“That the Standing Orders by which 
the proceedings on Bills are regulated, 
shall not apply to such bill in regard to 
any of the stzges through which the same 
shall have passed during the present 
session : 

“That all Petitions presented in the 
present session against such Bill shall 
stand referred to the Committee on the 
Bill in the next session of Parliament, 
and that all Notices and grounds of 
objections to the right of Petitioners to 
be heard, given in the present session 
within the time prescribed by the Rules 
of the Referees relating to such Notices, 
shall be held applicable in the next 
session of Parliament : 

“That no Petitioners shall be heard 
before the Committee on such Bill, unless 
their Petition shall have been presented 
within the time limited in the present 
session or in respect of which Standing 
Order No, 128 has been dispensed with 
'in the present session, or unless their 
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Petition shall be presented on or before : 


the 12th day of February, 1907.”—(7he 
Chairman of Ways and Means.) 


Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.) said 
this was the strongest order he had ever 
known with regard to a Private Bill. It 
was a piece of special indulgence, and they 
ought to be told what precedents there 
were for it. They were asked to make a 
Standing Order for the benefit of private 
promoters, 


Mr. EMMOTT : 
end of the next session. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY said he was aware 
of that, but he felt bound to enter a pro- 
test, especially as in all his experience no 
similar indulgence had ever been granted 
to small tiny Irish 


It will lapse at the | 


Jills which could not | 


atford to pay the tremendous fees im- | 


posed, and which had no influence to 
secure this special treatment. 


And, it being Three of the Clock, the 
apn stood postponed until To-morrow, 
by the direction of the Chairman of 
Ways and Means. 

PETITIONS. 


BETTING AND GAMBLING. 

Petition from Camberwell, for legisla- 
tion ; to lie upon the Table. 
EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 

BILL. 

Petitions against ; From Bickershaw ; 
Bishops Wood (two) ; 
Middleton and Carlton; Hertfordshire ; 
Measham ; Neweastle-on-Tyne ; Pudsey ; 
and, Twyford ; to lie upon the Table. 


EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) | 
I 


uL. 


Petition from Colchester, for altera- 


tion ; to lie upon the Table. 


EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 
BILL (RELIGIOUS TEACHING). 


Petitions against alteration of Law; | 
( | FERTILISERS AND FEEDING STUFFS 


from on Common ; Pinchbeck (twe) : 
and, Sutton Bonington ; to lie upon the 


Ti able. 
INFANT LIFE PROTECTION. 


Petition from Depwade, for alteration 
of Law ; to lie upon the Table. 


Cottingham cum | 


[by Command] ; 


| lie 





| 
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Reports, de. 
LAND VALUES TAXATION, 
(SCOTLAND BILL). 
Petition from Govan, 
upon the Table. 


against ; to lie 


POISONS AND PHARMACY BILL 
[Lorps}. 

alteration ; from Black- 
Carnarvon ; Kingston 
Leeds ; to lie upon the 


Petitions for 
burn (two) ; 
(Surrey); and, 
Table. 


VAGRANT CHILDREN BILL. 
Petition from Depwade, against ; 
upon the Table. 


to 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
TRADE REPORTS (ANNUAL SERIES). 
Copy presented, of Diplomatic and 
Consular Report, Annual Series, No. 3662 
to lie upon the Table. 


UNTENANTED LANDS (IRELAND). 


Return presented, relative thereto 
fordered March 27th ; Jr. Ginnell]; to 
lie upon the Table. 

IRISH LAND COMMISSION. 

Xeturn presented, relative thereto 
[ordered May 2nd; Mr. JDillon|; to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed. (No. 


231.) 


PURCHASE INSPECTORS (IRELAND). 


Return presented, relative thereto 
|{ordered May &th; Jr. (Ginnell] ; to lie 
upon the Table. 
COMPANY LAW AMENDMENT COM- 
MITTEE. 


| 
| 
| 


' 


Copy presented, of Report of the Com- 
pany Law Amendment Committee, with 
Appendix |by Command]; to lie upon 
the Table. 


POST OFFICE (MONEY ORDERS). 

Copy presented, of the Money Order 
Amendment (No. 1) Regulations, 1906, 
dated June 22nd, 1906 [by Act]; to lie 
upon the Table. 


(REMUNERATION). 
Committee to consider of authorising 
the payment, out of moneys provided by 
Parliament, of the Remuneration of 
Agricultural Analysts in pursuance of 


_any Act of the present session to amend 


3 H 2 
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the Law with respect to the Sale of 
Agricultural Fertilisers and Feeding 


Stuffs (King’s Recommendation signified), 
To-morrow—(J/r. Whitelvy.) 
CORPOREAL PUNISHMENT. 
Address for ‘* Return of all sentences 


of Corporeal Punishment inflicted under 


26 and 27 Victoria, ¢. 44, upon persons 
convicted of offences under Section 43 of 
the Larceny Act, 1861, and Section 21 of 
The Offences against the Person Act, 
1861, in England and Wales from the 
31st day of December, 1904, to the 31st 
day of December, 1905 (in continuation 
of Parliamentary Paper, No. 189, of 
Session 1905.”)—(Mr. Lloyd Morgan.) 


OPIUM (BURMA.) 

Address for “ Return (1) of the num- 
ber of licences issued for the sale of opium, 
and of the revenue derived therefrom in 
each year since the War of 1885, (/) in 
Upper Burma, (/) in the rest of Burma ; 
2) of the quantity and value of the 
opium sold in each year during the above 
period (7) in Upper Burma, (/) in the 
rest of Burma; (3) of the population at 
each census since 1885, (a) of Upper 
Burma, (/)) of the rest of Burma; (4) of 
the convictions for crimes (including mis- 
demeanours) in each year since the war of 
1885, (a) in Upper Burma, (/)) in the rest 
of Burma.”—(Vr. Annan Bryce.) 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
(ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, AND IRELAND). 
Return ordered, “ showing for the year 
ended the 31st day of March 1906 (1) 
the amount contributed by England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, respectively, to the 
Revenue collected by the Imperial officers ; 
(2) the expenditure on English, Scottish, 
aud Irish services met out of such 
Revenue ; and (3) the balances of Revenue 
contributed by England, Seotland, and 
Ireland, respectively, which are available 
for Imperial expenditure (in continuation 
of Parliamentary Paper, No. 230 of 

Session 1905.”)—( Mr. John O'Uonnor.) 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Distances from Galway. 
Mr. CHARLES DEVLIN (Galway) : 
To ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
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| Moville, Belfast, 
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Questions. 


‘if he will give the Admiralty correct 


distances, in knots, from Galway to each 


of the following places, viz. New York, 


U.S.A., Portland, U.S.A., Halifax, N.S., 
Gaspé Que, via Cape Race, Gaspé Que, 
vid Straits of Bellisle, Blacksod Bay, 
Dublin, Queenstown, 
Limerick, Waterford, Glasgow, Barrow, 
Liverpool, Bristol, Plymouth, Southamp- 
ton, London, Hull, Newcastle, Leith, 
and Aberdeen, 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 
The distances in nautical miles, from 
Galway to the ports named (arranged 
for convenience alphabetically) are as 
follows :— 


Aberdeen - - - 590 
Blacksod Bay 100 
Belfast - - 310 
Barrow : - 400 
Bristol - . 420 
Dublin - - 380 
Caspeé, via Bellisle 2,090 
Caspé, via Cape Race 2,170 
Glasgow — - - - 360 
Halifax - - 2,185 
Ha = : . - 805 
Liverpool 430 
Limerick 103 
London 690 
Leith - : 675 
Moville 255 
Newcastle - - - 720 
New York - . = ieRSo 
Plymouth - - - 390 
Queenstown - - 230 
Southampton — - - 510 


Regulations for Motor Omnibuses. 


Mr. W. F. D. SMITH (Strand, West- 
minster): To ask the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department whether there 
is any limit laid down to the weight and 
size of the motor omnibus ; and whether 
in considering regulations for governing 
the future use of this class of vehicles, 
there will be taken into consideration 
the great vibration caused by them, 
especially when fully loaded and _pro- 
ceeding at a considerable pace over an 
uneven surface. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
Limits as to the weight, length, height, 
and width of motor omnibuses have been 
laid down in a regulation which is now 
under the consideration of a Select 
Committee of the House of Commons, 
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(Questions, 


who will, no doubt, in their Report, 
deal with the vibration caused by these 
vehicles. 


Salaries of Macedonian Officials. 

Mr. SILCOCK (Somersetshire, Wells) : 
To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether the salaries of officials 
in Macedonia have been paid to date 
and the deficit for the month of May 
been made good by the Porte as provided 
in the Réglement; and, if not, what 
steps will be taken by the Powers to 
insure such payment. 


(Answered by Secretary Sir Edward 
‘rrey.) The Answer to the first and 
second parts of this (Question is in the 
negative. In regard to the third part, 
the representatives of the Powers are 
urging the Porte to lose no time in 
finding the requisite money to make 
good the deficit on the Macedonian 
hudget. 


Chinese Customs Officials. 

Mr. JOSEPH WALTON (Yorkshire, 
W.R., Barnsley): To ask the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs whether he 
cin make any further statement to the 
House in regard to the Imperial edict 
ot the Chinese Government, appointing 
Chinese officials at the head of the 
linperial Maritime Customs ; and whether 
he can lay upon the Table the corre- 
spondence with the Chinese Government 
on this subject before the Foreign Office 
Vote is taken on Thursday next. 

(Answered by Secretary Sir Edward 
Grey.) As stated in Answer to a 
(Juestion on June 12th, + His Majesty’s 
Government regard the note of the 
Wai-wu-pu, respecting the Customs 
question, as satisfactory, and they are 
awaiting the issue of instructions to 
Sir R. Hart. which, as 1 said yesterday 
in reply to a Question on the same 
subject, will, it is understood, be in 
accordance with the assurances given 
to His Majesty’s Government. As soon 
as the text of the note referred to is 
received it will be presented to Parlia 
ment. 


Boring for Oil in Lagos. 
Mr. BRODIE (Surrey, Reigate): To 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for 





t See (4) Debates, elviii., 816. 
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the Colonies whether his attention has 
been called to the fact that oil has been 
found in the bitumen fields of Lagos 
on the West Coast of Africa; whether he 
has taken or will take steps to ensure 
that the local Colonial authorities are 
aware of the danger of allowing in- 
experienced persons to bore in oil-bearing 
strata, especially where water exists ; 
and whether he can see his way to 
endeavour to secure the closest restric- 
tions upon the method of boring, in 
order to avoid injury to the oil fields 
and consequent loss of revenue to the 


Colony. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) The in- 
formation which has reached the Colonial 
Office is to the effect that no actual dis 
covery of oil has been made, although 
it is possible that it may be found. The 
attention of the local Government will 
be called to the danger referred to, and 
any necessary precautions will be taken. 


Messrs. Mendelssohn and Bruce’s claim 
for Rent. 

Mr. SCOTT (Ashton-under Lyne) : To 
ask the Under-Secretary, of State for the 
Colonies if he is aware that the late 
Colonial Secretary wrote that Mendelssohn 
and Bruce's claim for rent, &¢., amount- 
ing to £9,525, could not in any way 
be entertained, but that they were 
entitled to receive all the profits made, 
and that it was only after the discovery 
of profit made (July, 1905) that he 
subsequently wrote (October, 1905) that 
a proper course was to pay «a reasonable 
rental for the premises; and will he 
state why, after writing that the claim 
for rent, &e., could not in any way be 
entertained he afterwards came to a 
contrary conclusion. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) Mr. 
Lyttelton informed Sir J. Puleston, in 
March, 1905, that he considered that the 
claim of Messrs. Mendelssohn and Bruce 
for rent should not be admitted, but that 
they were entitled to receive a refund 
of profits, and in December, 1905, he 
informed the same gentleman that Lord 
Selborne had very carefully gone into 
the matter and had come to the con- 
clusion that the proper course was to pay 
Messrs. Mendelssohn and Bruce a reason- 
able rental for their premises, as_ had 
been done in other cases. Mr. Lyttel- 
ton pointed out that Messrs. Mendelssohn 
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and Bruce’s original claim was for rent, ' 


and stated that Lord Selborne was 
convinced that the legislature of the 
Colony would unhesitatingly reject any 
proposal to pay on the basis of profits ; 
the reasons for this conviction being 
that the profits appeared to be far in 
excess of what the firm, which has never 
been able to declare a dividend, could 
have earned had they had the free use 
of their premises, and that those profits 
appeared to exceed greatly the rental 
they could reasonably have expected to 
receive during the period that their pre- 
mises were occupied by the administration. 


Post Office Savings Bank Accounts. 

Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick) : 
To ask the Postmaster-General whether 
he can give the number of Savings Bank 
depositors’ accounts in Great Britain and 
Ireland respectively on which no trans- 
actions have taken place (bevond the 
recording of interest due), or deposit 
books forwarded for examination, for five, 
ten, fifteen, and twenty years respectively. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Burton.) The 
information for which the hon. Member 
asks could not be given without the 
expenditure of a very large amount of 
labour, which I do not think would be 
justitied. 


Post Office Savings Bank—Publication of 
list of Unclaimed Balance. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the Postmaster- 
General whether a list of unclaimed 
balances to the credit of depositors in 
the Post Office Savings Bank who have 
not forwarded their books for examina- 
tion, or deposited or withdrawn money 
for a certain number of years, has ever 
been published ; and, if not, whether, in 
view of the amount of Savings Bank 
money which, under the present system, 
can never be claimed, he will in future 
cause such list to be periodically 
published. 


(Answered by Mr. Sudney Buxton.) A 
list of the nature suggested has never 
been published. Its compilation would 
involve a very large amount of work and 
considerable expense. Its publication 
would be certain to give rise to a large 
number of erroneous and fictitious claims, 
and I am of opinion that it would not be 
found to be sutticiently useful to counter- 
balance these disadvantages, 
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Post Office Savings Bank—Index of 
Depositors. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the Postmaster 
General whether he is aware that in the 
case of a savings bank depositor who 
loses his deposit book, and is unable to 
give particulars of the book or date of a 
recent transaction to the Savings Bank 
Department, such depositor cannot with 
draw his money owing to the fact that 
no index of depositors’ names is kept in 
the Savings Bank Department; and 
whether he will arrange to have such an 
index prepared. 


Questions. 


Mr. FIELD: To ask the Postmaster- 
General whether he is aware that the 
representative of a deceased person, 
supposed to have been a savings bank 
depositor, whois unable to give particu- 
lars of deceased’s deposit book, cannot 
withdraw the money which may be 
legally due to him owing to the fact that 
no index of names is kept in the Savings 
Bank Department ; and whether he can 
state how many such cases have occurred 
in Great Britain and Ireland respectively 
during the last five vears, and in how 
many cases have inquirers been informed 
hy the Savings Bank Department that, 
owing to the fact that no index 
depositors’ names is kept, no information 
can be given. 


ot 


(Answered hy AM/y. Sydney Buaton.) 4 
may perhaps Answer these (uestions 
together. The absence of an alphabetical 
list of depositors in the Post Office 
Savings Bank is not found to give rise 
to the difficulties which the hon. Member 
indicates, as depositors or their repre- 
sentatives are almost always able to 
furnish sufticient information to enable 
the department to trace accounts about 
which inquiry is made. ‘The preparation 
of a general index would be an under- 
taking of great magnitude, as it would 
have to contain upwards of 10,000,000 
entries; and its utility would not be 
sufficient to justify the expense that 
would be involved. 


Telegraphic Facilities in Rural Districts 

Mr. R.L. HARMSWORTH (Caithness- 
shire): To ask the Postmaster-Genera 
whether he will consider the possibility 
of giving greater facilities for the despatch 
of telegrams in rural districts remote 
from telegraph offices by permitting them 
to he accepted at the nearest sub-post 
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office, and to be taken from there to the 
most convenient telegraph office by the 
local post runners at the usual mileage 
rate. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) A 
prepaid telegram may be handed to a 
rural postman on his way to a telegraph 
otlice, or may be posted anywhere, to be 
seit on by the next collection to the 
nearest convenient telegraph office. No 
mileage rate is charged for this service. 
| am afraid it would be impracticable 
to arrange that messengers should be 
available at a country sub-office at any 
time to carry telegrams at mileage rate 
to a telegraph oftice. 


Merchant Shipping Statutory Rules 

and Orders. 

Mr. J. D. WHITE (Dumbartonshire) : 
To ask the President of the Board of 
Trade whether his attention has been 
called to the fact that many of the 
statutory rules and orders relating to 
merchant shipping are those made more 
than twelve vears ago under Acts which 
have now been repealed and consolidated 
by The Merchant Shipping Act, 1894; 
and whether he will consider the advis- 
ability of having this subordinate legisla- 
tion properly revised and co-ordinated 
under that Act before the close of the 
present year. 


(Answered ly Mr, Lloyd-George.) Tom 
aware of the fact that several statutory 
rules and orders relating to merchant 
shipping made before 1894 are still in 
force. These rules and orders were 
expressly saved by Section 745 (1) (v) of 
The Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, and 
continue as if they had been made under 
that Act. As the rules or orders become 
obsolete, or require amendment, they are 
replaced by new ones made under the 
Act of 1894. This process is continually 
going on, and if the hon. Member will 
inform me of any rules or orders that he 
thinks need revision, the question of 
revising them shall be considered. 


Compulsory Retirement of Civil Service 
Writers. 


Sir G. KEKEWICH (Exeter): To 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether the old writers, not on the 


establishment of the Civil Service, are to 
be compulsorily retired in January next ; 
what is the number of such writers, and 
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in what Government offices they are 
serving ; what is approximately their 
average age, and the average length of 
their service; and whether the total 
provision to be made for them in lieu of 
pensions is a gratuity of £100 to each. 


(Questions. 


(Answered hy Mr. MeKennu.) I am 
not in possession of the particulars asked 
for in the Question, and I could not 
obtain them without considerable trouble. 
I think it, however, sutticient to say that 
the Treasury circulars issued in December, 
1904, on the final closing of the register 
of copyists, suggested that the remaining 
copyists then under sixty should be 
retired at sixty-five, subject to the dis- 
cretion of heads of departments to con- 
tinue them, if fully etticient, vear by year 
up to the age of seventy, and that copyists 
then over sixty should be compulsorily 
retired at the age of seventy, subject, in 
the case of those over sixty-eight, to 
two years notice. The gratuity referred 
to is not in lieu of pension ; these copyists 
were never qualified for pension under 
the Superannuation Acts, and under the 
terms of their original engagement they 
had no right even to gratuity on retire- 
ment, which was first granted by the 
Treasury minute of December, 1886. I 
may add that since the Treasury minute 
referred to copvists have always been 
liable to retired with a gratuity 
calculated as prescribed by that minute 
and not exceeding £100. 


be 


Flogging for Breaches of Prison 
Discipline. 

Mr. LLOYD MORGAN (Carmarthen- 
shire, W.): To ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department whether 
he will state the number of cases in which 
prisoners have been flogged for breaches 
of prison discipline during each year 
from 1900 to 1905; will he state the 
prison where each sentence was carried 
out ; and whether the medical officer in 
any instance interfered with the carrying 
out of the sentence. 


(Answered by Mr. Seeretaury Gladstone.) 
Corporeal punishment can only be im- 
posed in prison for mutiny, incitement to 
mutiny, and gross personal violence to 
prison officers. The following statement 
shows the number of cases of corporeal 
punishment inflicted in local and convict 
prisons during each of the years ended 
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March 31st, 1901 to 1905, and the number | interfered with the carrying out of the 


of instances in which the medical officer | sentence :— 





Local Prisons : 


Birmingham 
Bristol - 
Cambridge 
Canterbury 
Chelmsford 
Devizes - 
Durham - 
Exeter - 
Hull g 
Ipswich - 
Knutsford 
Leicester 
Lewes” - 
Liverpool 
Maidstone 
Manchester 
Neweastle 


Northallerton - 


Norwich 
Nottingham 
Pentonville 
Preston - 
Reading - 
Ruthin - 

St. Albans 
Shepton Malle 
Stattord - 
Wakefield 
Wandsworth 
Warwick 
Worcester 
Wormwood Sx 


Convict prisons : 


Borstal - 
Dartmoor 
Portland 

Parkhurst 


Total 


tt = 


erubbs 


Year ended 3lst March. 
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Part of the punishment was remitted by the medical officer in— 


1900-1 in two cases (one at Birmingham, one at Borstal). 
1901-2 in one case (Portland). 

1902-3 in one case (Birmingham). 

1903-4 in two cases (one at Parkhurst, one at St. Albans). 
1904-5 in two cases (one at Exeter, one at Portland). 





Se ae a es 
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Voters at School Board Election— 
Areas without provided Schools. 


Sir E. BOYLE (Taunton; : 
the President of the Board of Education 
whether he will publ 
the percentages of voters who recorded | 
their votes at the last school board | 
elections held in urban areas, with a 
population of 5,000 and upwards; and | 
whether he will also publish a Return, 
naming the urban areas with a population 
of 5,000 and upwards, in which there are 
no provided schools, or less accommoda- 
tion in provided schools than would 
sutlce to meet the requirements of 20 
per cent. of the school children in such 
places. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) I have no 
information as to the matter referred to 
in the first paragraph of the Question. 
As regards the second paragraph, I will 
lay upon the Table at the end of the 
week a list of the areas referred to. I 
am unable to give any figures or facts 
as to the third paragraph of the Question, 
nor do 1] see that any trustworthy 
information could be obtained from any 
such figures, if they were available. 


Revised Programme for Irish National 
School Teachers. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether the Commissioners of National 
Education stated on the introduction of 
the revised programme that the efficient 
instruction of six distinet standards by 
one teacher was, under the results 
system, not practicable; and, if so, 
whether, in the case of such teachers, 
otherwise eligille, service under these 
conditions will constitute any barrier to 
increments or promotion under the 
present system. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Com- 
missioners of National Education inform 
me that upon the introduction of their 
revised programme in 1900 they stated 


that, as in most small schools the staff 


consists of a principal teacher only, 
or of a principal teacher and monitor, 
it is not practicable to teach separately, 
and at the same time efticiently, six or 
even fewer distinct standards. The 
Commissioners, therefore, announced 


{3 Jury 1906} 


1606 


(Juestions. 


that they would sanction in small schools 
the collective instruction in the same 


To ask | subject of two or more standards as one 


division. The Commissioners inform me 


ish a Return showing that since that time they have issued 


special programmes suitable for collective 
instruction in small schools. It is not, 
therefore, the case that service under the 
ecnditions mentioned constitutes a bar to 
‘the granting of increments or promotion 
to teachers otherwise eligible. 


Trish Fish Curing Industry. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether he will consider the advisability 
of establishing a brand for Irish cured 
fish similar to that existing in Scotland ; 
whether he will increase the grants to 
enable the [rish fishing industry to be 
improved ; and whether he will arrange 


that the breeding places shall — be 
protected by utiltising gunboats and 


coastguards to prevent illegal trawling. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) In reply to 
the first part of the Question, I beg to 


refer to my Answer to the Question put 
by the hon. Member for South Kerry 
on June 27th.t The hon. Member will 
see that the question of establishing a 
brand for Irish cured fish has been 
fully considered, and that it has not 
been thought desirable to adopt a brand. 
The question of an increased grant for 
the improvement of the fishing industry 
can be better considered after the Report 
of the Committee of Inquiry into the 
Working of the Department has been 


received, and it is possible that the 
fishing industry in some of its aspects 


may come within the purview of the 
inquiry into the problem of congestion 
which it is proposed to conduct. The 
breeding places of fish where illegal 
trawling would be likely to take place 
are effectively patrolled by the vessels 
“Helga” and “Granuaile,” belonging to 
the Irish Government, and the coastguard 
ot 


give assistance by reporting cases 
illegal fishing which come under their 
notice. I dealt with the matter of 


assistance by gunboats in my reply to 
the Question of the hon. Member for 
East Waterford on June 26th.? 





t See Col. 949. 
t See Col. 790. 
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Attendance of Mr. Vesey Fitzgerald at 
Petty Session Courts. 

Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, 
Ossory): To ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
he is aware that Mr. Vesey Fitzgerald, 
resident magistrate, Portarlington, is 
in such a low state of health as to 
be unable to attend regularly to his 
duties; can he say how many Petty 
Session Courts have been held during 
the past two years in Mountmellick, 
Rathangan, Clonbullogue, and Stradbally, 
respectively, and how many of those 
Mr. Fitzgerald attended; and what 
course he proposes taking to supply the 
public requirements of the district. 


(Quest lONs, 


(Answered hy Mr. Bryce.) The resident 
magistrate referred to reports that he is 
not in a low state of health, and the 
records show that during the past two 
years he has been absent from duty on 
account of indisposition on twelve days 
only, Petty sessions are held fortnightly 
at Mountmellick and Stradbally, and 
monthly at Rathangan and Clonbul- 
logue. During the past two years 
the resident magistrate did not attend 
petty sessions at Mountmellick or Rath- 
angan, but he attended at Clonbullogue 
on two, and at Stradbally on five 
occasions, Petty sessions at Mount- 
mellick, Rathangan, and Clonbullogue 
fall on days fixed for other petty sessions 
in the district, at which the resident 
magistrates attendance is more desirable. 
As regards Stradbally, the — resident 
magistrate reports that, whenever he has 
not attended petty sessions at that place, 
there was no case for hearing, or the 
cases were of a trivial natureonly. There 
is, Lam informed, a good attendance of 
local justices at each of the four petty 
sessions named, and public requirements 
have not suffered. 


Sales on the Wilson Estate— Action of 
Mr. Patrick Duff. 


Mr. SULLIVAN (Westmeath, S.): 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
he is aware that Mr. Patrick Duff, 


a middleman on the Wilson estate in 
the parish of Drumraney, county West- 
meath, bought out his land on which 
there was a large portion of cut away bog 
and a number of sub-tenants; that the 
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agent of the estate entered into an 
arrangement with Mr. Duff, by which he 
divided five acres of the bog amongst the 
tenants, to be included in their holdings ; 
and that then the agent and Mr. Duti 
fixed the terms of the purchase between 
them without any consultation with the 
tenants, leaving them solely at his mercy : 
and whether, seeing that Mr. Duff now 
refuses to sell to the tenants, and insists 
on the tenants paying the full amount of 
their rackrents without any abatement, 
he will bring this case before the Estates 
Commissioners in order that they may 
deal with it satisfactorily to the tenants. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that the agree 
ment for purchase signed by Patrick Duff 
shows that there are upon his holding fou 
sub-tenants, two of whom hold at judicial 
rents. The Commissioners have no 
knowledge of the remaining facts stated 
in the Question. The estate, however, 
will shortly be inspected, and the Com- 
missioners will direct the special atten- 
tion of their inspector to the holding 
mentioned and the sub-tenancies thereon, 
and also to the question of turbary. 


Hours of Duty of Irish Prison Warders. 


Sir THOMAS ESMONDE (Wexford, 
N.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, if, having 
regard to the physical and mental strain 
of warders in the Irish prisons service 
owing to the monotonous nature of their 
duties, he would consider the advisability 
of having the summer time table altered 
so as to lessen the number of hours’ duty 
per day ; and if he will inquire if there 
was general discontent among the warders 
in the Irish prisons service at the passing 
over of men of long service in connection 
with recent appointments and promo- 
tions ; and if it is the custom that court 
and escort duty is given exclusively to 
one officer in the larger prisons in Ire- 
land instead of being given to all equally 
qualified officers in turn. 


(Answered by Mr. Bryce.) 1 am in- 
formed by the General Prisons Board 
that it would not be possible to lessen 
the number of hours of duty per day for 
prison warders, either in winter or sum- 
mer, without a considerable increase ot 
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staff, There is, I am informed, no general 
discontent among the warders at the pass- 
ing over of men of long service, although 
individuals are, no doubt, sometimes 
disappointed. It is not the custom that 
court and escort duty is given exclusively 
to one officer in the larger prisons in 
Ireland, nor, on the other hand, is such 
duty assigned to all equally qualified 
officers in turn. It is a question for the 
vovernor to decide in each instance who 
is the most suitable officer to send on such 
duty, which does not involve either 
relaxation or emolument. 


Questions. 


Sale of the Estates of the Commissioners 
of Endowed Schools. 


Mr. DELANY: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant — of 
Ireland whether the Estates Commis- 


sioners have been able to identify the 
estate of the Commissioners of Endowed 
Schools, Ireland, situate at Cappaloughlin, 
Clonard, Mountrath, Queen’s County ; 
whether agreements have heen signed by 
the tenants thereon for purchase of their 
holdings; whether he can say if a 
minority of the tenants have withdrawn 
from the sale ; and will their complaints 


be inquired into before the sale is 
sanctioned, 
(Answered hy Mr. Bryce.) 1 am in- 


formed by the Commissioners of Educa- 
tion in Ireland that the majority of their 
tenants at Cappaloughlin have expressed 
their willingness to purchase on the 
terms offered by the Commissioners, but 
a minority have so far not agreed to the 
terms. No agreements for purchase have 
vet been signed, and consequently the 
matter has not come before the Estates 
Commissioners. If, however, proceedings 
for the sale of part only of the estate 
should come before the Estates Com 
missioners, they inform me that, before 
sanctioning the advances applied for, 
they will make inquiries as to the grounds 
upon which part of the estate is excluded 
from the sale. 


Raising of Wages at Waltham Abbey 

and Enfield Lock. 

CotoxeL LOCKWOOD (Essex, 
Kpping): To ask the Secretary of State 
for War whether he has yet sufticiently 
considered the question of raising the 
wages of the labourers at Waltham Abbey 
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(Juestion 3. 


‘and Enfield Lock from 21s. to 23s. 4d., 


so as to bring them into conformity with 


| the rate existing elsewhere, and can he 


make a definite statement on the subject. 


(Answe red hy Mr. Secretary Haldane. ) 
The question of raising the minimum 
wage at these factories from 21s. to 23s. 
a week (not 23s. 6d. as stated in the 
(Juestion) has necessitated a somewhat 
detailed investigation, but it is hoped that 
it may he possible to announce the 
decision shortly. 


Free Postage for Members of Parliament. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the First Lord of 
the Treasury whether he will consider 
the expediency of arranging that all cor- 
respondence sent from the House of 
Commons by Members who are in atten- 
dance shall be free; and whether he is 
aware that this privilege exists in the 
Colonies. 


(Answered by Sir HH. Cample /l-Banner- 
min.) At the beginning of the session | 
informed the hon. Member that I could 
not see my way to act upon his sugges- 
tion, and [ have nothing to add to that 
statement. 


Free Railway Passes for Irish Members. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the First Lord 
of the Treasury whether he will consider 
the expediency of arranging with the 
carrying companies concerned the arrange- 
ment of free travelling to and from the 
House of Commons to such Irish Members 
as may desire to do SO ; and whether he 
is aware that Members of the Legislature 
in the Colonies have free passes on all 
railways in their colony. 


(Answered hy Sir H. Campbell-Banner- 
iin.) No, Sir, 1 do not see my way to 
do what the hon. Member suggests. I 
hope, if ever the privilege should be 
evranted. it will not be reserved exclusively 
for the benefit of Irish Members. 


Education Bill—Interval between 
Committee and Report Stages. 

Mr. TALBOT (Oxford University) : 
To ask the First Lord of the Treasury 
whether, considering the important 
Amendments made in the Education Bill, 
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at the instance of the Minister for Educa- 
tion himself, he will consider the 
advisability of giving a longer interval 
between the conclusion of the Committee 


Questions, 


stage and the Report stage of the Bill, in | 


order to give a longer opportunity for 
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giving notice of Amendments upon the | 


latter stage. 


(Answered by Sir H. Camplhell-Banner- | 
be | 


man.) Unless the Session is to 
prolonged I do not see how the interval 


between the Committee stage and the | 


Report stage can be extended. 
interval of five days is the same as that 
accorded by the previous Government for 
the Education Bill of 1902. 


Government facilities for passing Local 
Authorities (Qualification of Women) Bill. 
Mr. BRODIE: To ask the Prime 
Minister whether, in view of the fact that 
the Bill now before the House, entitled 
Local Authorities (Qualification of 
Women) Bill, passed its Second Reading 
in the last Parliament by an almost 
unanimous vote, and has support from all 
parties in the present Parliament, he will 
by suspension of the eleven oclock rule, 
or by arranging a Saturday sitting, or in 
some other way, afford tacilities which 
will give the Bill an opportunity of 
passing through the present Session, so 
that women may be qualified to serve on 
county, borough, and 
borough councils, before the triennial 
county council elections next March. 


The | 


metropolitan | 


(Answered by Sir H. Campbell-Banner- | 


man.) The Government are very favour- 
ably disposed to this Bill, and if an 
opportunity offers of facilitating its 
progress they will gladly avail themselves 
of it. 


QUESTIONS IN THE WOUSE. 


Slavery in the Zanzibar Protectorate. 

*Mr. CATHCART WASON (Orkney 
and Shetland): I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs if he can 
state what steps have been taken to secure 
the abolition of the legal status of slavery 
on the mainland of the Zanzibar Pro- 
tectorate. 


Questions. 1612 
THE UNDER-SECRETARY or 
STATE For THE COLONIES (Mr. 


CHURCHILL, Manchester, N.W.): I would 
refer the hon. Member to the Answer 
which I gave on May 30th to a similar 
Question by the hon. and gallant Member 
for West Dorset.7 


East African Timber Concession and 

ailway. 

*Mr. CATHCART WASON : I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies if he will lay upon the Table of 
the House all information connected with 


a large timber concession in East Africa ; 


also the terms on which the construction 
of a railway in connection with the said 
concession has been arranged, and the 
financial responsibility of the Government 
direct for the same. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The timber con- 
cession referred to by the hon. Member 
is no doubt the leases of forests at the 
Eldama Ravine to Messrs. Lingham and 


Grogan, particulars of which are given on 


page 18 of the Return of Grants of Land 
in the Kast Africa Protectorate Command 
Paper 2902 of 1906. The question of 
the construction of a railway in connection 
with this concession is under discussion, 
but no agreement has yet been arrived at 
on the subject. 


*Mr. CATHCART WASON asked if 
there would be any financial responsibility 
upon this country. 


Mr. CHURCHILL said the railway 
would have to be made either from funds 
supplied from this country or by some 
private body in return for certain land 


|eoncessions; but no decision had been 


arrived at. 


*Mr. CATHCART WASON : But have 
the Governnient undertaken any financial 
responsibility in connection with this 
railway } 


Mr. CHURCHILL said the railway it- 
self was in a much too nebulous condition 
for him to say anything more. He believed 
the railway would be a useful and paying 
branch of the Uganda Railway, but no 
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Questions. 


plan had yet been decided upon. No pro- 
posal had been made that the Govern- 
ment should construct the railway. 
Proposals had been made by private 
firms, but not decided upon. 


*Mr. CATHCART WASON : The con- 
cession is absolutely useless without the 
railway. 


Mr. ASHLEY: Will not this conces- 
sion and railway be very useful in opening 
up East Africa ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I think it is 
important for the development of East 
Africa, full of ripe possibilities, that the 
railway should be provided. 


African Forests and Rainfall. 

*Mr. CATHCART WASON : I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies if he is aware of the limited 
quantity of timber in East Africa, and the 
etfect that a material diminution of the 
same would have on the rainfall and the 
climate; and whether he proposes to 
take any action in the matter. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Secretary of 
State is fully aware of the importance of 
forest conservation in the East African 
Protectorate, and is arranging to send an 
expert to report on the question at an 
early date. 


*Mr. CATHCART WASON : Is the 
right hon. Gentleman aware that this 
timber is more wanted in East Africa 
itself than in South Africa ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL was understood te 
say that as the timber would be carried 
over the Uganda Railway he did not see 
that it was the duty of the Government 
to object to its going to South Africa. 


Messrs. Mendelssohn and Bruce’s Claim 
against the Transvaal Government. 


Mr. SCOTT (Ashton-under-Lyne): |] 
beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies if he is aware that 
Messrs. Mendelssohn and Bruce’s claim, 
rendered in December 1901, for the use 
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Questions. 


‘of their printing plant and machinery 


(Johanneshurg Stundurd and Diggers News), 
at Rissik Street, and of their jobbing and 
printing plant, machinery and premises in 
Harrison Street, Johannesburg, amounted 
to the sum of £9,525, full details of every 
item being given, and that the Transvaal 
authorities reduced this claim to £4,895 
as equitable compensation ; and can he 
state how this reduction was arrived at, 
and what were the reasons given for so 
reducing it. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I am aware of the 
account from which the hon. Member is 
quoting : the sum of £4,895 is set down in 
it as estimuted equitable compensation. | 
am not in a position to state how the re 
duction was arrived at. 


Mr. SCOTT: I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies if he 
is aware that the equitable compensation 
of £4,895 credited to Messrs. Mendelssohn 
and Bruce by the Transvaal authorities 
in 1902 remains unpaid at the present 
time, and that, notwithstanding the delay 
and loss of interest for five years, the 
Colonial Office, acting on behalf of the 
Transvaal Government, now offers Messrs. 
Mendelssohn and Bruce a sum of £2,500 
in full settlement of all demands; and 
can he inform the House why such an 
offer was made as an act of grace. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The sum of £4,895 
quoted in the hon. Member’s question 
appears to have been set down in the 
account as an estimated amount. The 
sum of £2,500 which has been offered 
has been arrived at after careful examina- 
tion locally, and the offer has been made 
as an act of grace because the Transvaal 
Government recognises no legal liability 
in the matter. 


Mr. SCOTT : I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, if he 
is aware that the Harrison Street 
premises and jobbing and printing works 
and plant, belonging to Messrs. Men- 
delssohn and Bruce, and seized by the 
military authorities and used by them for 
a period of sixteen months, were let on 
lease to Messrs. Matthews and Walker of 
Johannesburg, for several years before 
and during the war, at a monthly rental 
of £250, and that since the war these 
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premises have been unlet owing to the 
fact that the plant and machinery when 
handed over were in such bad condition 
as to render them practically useless, and 
that prior to the war the plant and 
machinery were valued at £18,000, and 
are now worth barely £2,000; and 
whether, when again bringing this matter 
to the notice of the Governor of the 
Transvaal, in order that Messrs. Men- 
delssohn and Bruce's reasoned protest 
may receive fair consideration, due 
emphasis will be given to the damage 
done to the plant and machinery during 
the time it was in possession of the 
military authorities, having regard to the 
fact that it was in excellent condition 
when taken possession of by them and is 
now practically useless. 


Questions. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Secretary of 
State is not prepared to admit the 
accuracy of the statements made in this 
Question, which are matters of contro- 
versy; but the points raised will be 
brought to the notice of the Governor. 


Ceylon Pearl Fisheries. 

Mr. COWAN (Surrey, Guildford): I 
beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies whether all material 
facts connected with the negotiations for 
the lease of the Ceylon pear! fisheries, 
and the actual terms thereof, can be made 
public, so that the fullest information 
may be at the disposal of the House. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I do not know of 
any material facts which are not included 
in the Blue-book which has already been 
laid before the House. 


Mr. RIDSDALE: May I ask if the 
prospectus of the Ceylon Company of 
Pearl Fishers was before the Colonial 
Office at the time it sanctioned the lease 1 


Mr. CHURCHILL: 


notice of that. 


I must ask for 


Mr. SMEATON (Stirlingshire): See- 
ing that there is a good deal of con- 
fidential correspondence in connection 
with this case, may I ask how it was that 
while the negotiations were proceeding, a 
group of South African financiers who 
held a large number of shares —— 
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*Mr. SPEAKER: = Order, order. 
Notice should be given of the Question, 
as the facts could not be within the 
knowledge of the Under-Secretary, they 
having occurred before he was at the 
Colonial Office. 


*Str J. JARDINE (Roxburghshire) 
asked whether the late Colonial Secre- 
tary was aware that during the progress 
of the negotiations the Gulf syndicate 
sold the concession to the Ceylon Com- 
pany of Pearl Fishers at a profit of about 
£11,000. 


Mr. CHURCHILL said he was not 
aware, and he regretted that the rules 
of the House precluded the hon. Member 
from asking the late Colonial Secretary, 
who was wholly responsible for the 
arrangement. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 
S.): He is always absent when the 
Question comes on. 


*Sirn J. JARDINE asked if the Under- 
Secretary was aware that the shares of 
the Ceylon Company of Pearl Fishers 
were now being soid at a premium of 
1,000 per cent. 


he believed 


Mr. CHURCHILL said 


it was the case. 


Indian Execution. 


Mr. BRIGHT (Oldham): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for India, 
whether he has considered the explana 
tion of the authorities of the execu- 
tion of an Indian prisoner, who had 
appealed to the Governor-General, 
before there was time for the answer 
to the appeal to be received; and 
whether he proposes to take any action 
with regard to the conduct of the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor who was responsible for 
this incident. 


Tue SECRETARY or STATE For 
INDIA (Mr. MoRrLey, Montrose, 
jurghs): I am in communication with 
the Government of India, and hope shortly 
to be in a position to make a detailed 
statement on this subject. 








1617 (Questions. 

Sir H. COTTON (Nottingham, E.) : 
Can the right hon. Gentleman give any 
indication of the date when we may 
expect the statement ? 


Mr. MORLEY : No one knows better 
than the hon. Member that communiea- 
tions with the Government of India take 
time. No time, however, is being lost. 


Martial Law in Eastern Bengal. 

Mr. O'GRADY (Leeds, E.): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for 
whether he is aware that a form 
martial law exists in the Mymensing 
district in the fact that in the business 
centre, or town of Muktagacha, a procla- 
mation has been issued forbidding more 
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| being done arising out of this departure 
\from legal practices and precedent, he 
| will make a personal inquiry into the 
matter, and take steps to assure the 
people of the new province that His 
Majesty’s Government intend to insist 
upon the right of fair trial. 


Questions. 


Mr. MORLEY: I am not aware of 
the circumstances stated in the Question, 
but I have telegraphed for information on 
the subject. 


Mr. OGRADY: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that all this trouble is 
the work of a certain official, responsible 
for the government of the district, done 
on his own authority. 


than three persons to walk together in | 


the streets without a licence ; and what 
steps he intends taking to remove this 
infringement of the liberty of the people 
in the district named. 


Mr. MORLEY : I have already stated, 
in answer to a Question on the 21st 
ult.,7 that in Eastern Bengal the only 
restrictions now in force are those im- 


*Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) : 
Are there not regular courts original and 
appellate, is there not law and justice in 
Eastern Bengal, in other Indian 

provinces ? 


as 


Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty): Is 
not the poor Indian ryot utterly unable 
to pay legal costs ? 


posed by the ordinary law ; and that tha | 


recent rioting may have rendered special 
precautions necessary, within the limits 
allowed by the law. As to the proclama- 


Mr. MORLEY repeated that he was 
awaiting the Report. 


tion mentioned in the Question, I have | 


no information ; but I have telegraphed 
inquiry. 


Sir H. COTTON: Is the right hon. | 


(rentleman aware that the rioting referred 
to took place fifty miles from Muktagacha ? 


Mr. MORLEY: I am not aware of it. 


Mr. O'GRADY: I beg to ask the 


Secretary of State for India whether he | 
is aware that, in the riot cases now being | 


tried at Mymensing, the magistrates and 
the Lieutenant-Governor are allowing the 
police to conduct the cases and are 
refusing counsel, and that the aggrieved 
parties have telegraphed to the Viceroy, 
who declined to interfere ; and whether, 
in view of the possibilty of an injustice 
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| Alleged Turkish Outrages in Montenegro. 


| Mr. ALDEN (Middlesex, Tottenham) : 
| I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
| Foreign Affairs whether he can give any 
| information as to the recent outrages by 
| Turks at Baritse and other villages on 
| the Montenegrin frontier. 


| Toe SECRETARY or STATE For 


|FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Sir Epwarp 
| GREY, Northumberland, Berwick): No 
such information has reached His 


Majesty’s Government, but they have 
received a Report from His Majesty’s 
Vice-Consul at Uskub, dated May 25th, 
| to the effect that disturbances had broken 
|out in the Kaza of Kalashin, on the 
Montenegrin frontier, caused by an 
| attack on a body of Nizams and Albanians 
| by Servians, and that energetic measures 
| were being taken by the Turkish Govern- 
| ment to restore order, 
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(Questions. 


Abyssinian Railway. 

Mr. ASHLEY (Lancashire, Blackpool) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether, in any agree- 
ments arrived at between Great Britain 
and other Powers, with reference to the 
Abyssinian Railway, he proposes to 
insure that there shall be equality of 
economic treatment for the goods of all 
nations carried by the railway, and that 
there shall be the same equal treatment 
at the port of Jibuti and on the frontier 
of Abyssinia. 


Smr EDWARD GREY : His Majesty’s 
Government are fully alive to the import- 
ance of ensuring equality of treatment 
on the railway for the commerce of all 
nations. 


Mr. ASHLEY: The right hon. 
Baronet has said nothing as to the last 
part of my Question. 


Sir EDWARD GREY : Negotiations 
are still proceeding as to Jibuti and the 
Abyssinian frontier, and I can make no 
further statement now. 


Turco-Egyptian Frontier. 

Mr. ASHLEY : I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs what 
progress has been made by the Joint 
Commission in the delimitation of the 
Turco-Egyptian frontier. 


Sirk EDWARD GREY : We understand 
that satisfactory progress is being made on 
the spot with the delimitation of the Turco- 
Kgyptian frontier, and it is hoped that 
the map of the frontier will be finished 
soon 


Denshawi Trial. 

Mr. BELLOC (Salford, 8.): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether a public and full record 
exists of the evidence given during the 
recent trial at Denshawi; and, if so, 
where it may be consulted or whence a 
copy may be obtained. 
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the Special Tribunal, but it will be 
necessary to have it translated before it 
ean be laid before the House. 


(Questions. 


Murder of Missionaries at Nan-Chang. 


Mr. LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid.): | 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether the British claim 
against the Chinese Government, in 
connection with the murder of mission. 
aries at Nan-chang, has been settled ; 
and, if so, whether the terms are such as 
will tend to safeguard the lives and 


property of British missionaries in 
China in the future. 
Sir EDWARD GREY: Terms of 


settlement have been arrived at as to the 
punishments of the responsible officialsand 
rioters which are considered satisfactory, 
and His Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires has 
been authorised to inform the Chinese 
Government that the matter will be 
regarded as settled conditionally on the 
payment of an indemnity to the surviving 
child of Mr. and Mrs. Kingham, and for 
the property destroyed, and of rewards 
for Chinese officials who assisted British 
missionaries. It is hoped that the 
punishments given will be a safeguard 
against such catastrophes in future. 


Cretan Administration. 

Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether the International Commission, 
constituted in February last to examine 


‘the causes of the disturbances during last 


| 
| 


{ 


year in Crete, and to report on reforms to 
be introduced into the Cretan regime 
has formulated the results of its inquiries ; 
and whether it may be expected that an 
announcement will be made shortly in 
regard to the future government of the 
island. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: The _ Inter- 
national Commission made extensive 
recommendations to administrative 
and economic reforms which are likely to 
receive the of the Powers 
concerned at an early date. When they 


as 


assent 


Sir EDWARD GREY : I have asked to | are agreed on the steps to be taken the 
be supplied with the evidence given before | result will of course be made known. 
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Mr. LONSDALE: Is the right hon. | 
Gentleman aware that these delays 
are likely to lead to further disturbances ? | 
Crete has been for a long time in a more 
or less disturbed state. 


Questions. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: The Govern- 
ment are quite aware of that, and the 
discussions are proceeding with a view 
to arriving at a decision as soon as 
possible. 


Local Commissioners of Taxes. 


Mr. SEARS (Cheltenham): I beg to 
ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer if 
he will state the legal or other authority 
under which the Board of Inland Revenue 
controls the Local Commissioners of Taxes 
and their clerks, including also the 
parochial assessors and collectors which 
the commissioners have power to appoint; 
and what remedy the board have in case 
of neglect, delay, or disregard of instruc: 
tions. 


THe CHANCELLOR or THE EXCHE- 
QUER (Mr. AsquitH, Fifeshire, E.) : 
The relations between the Board of 
Inland Revenue on the one hand, and the 
Local Commissioners of Taxes on the 
other, are governed generally by the 
Income Tax Act, 1842, and the Board’s 
relations to the clerks and other officers of 
the Commissioners by the Taxes Manage- 
ment Act of 1880. Cases of neglect, delay, 
or disregard of instructions are not under 
the provisions of these Acts applicable 
to the particular circumstances of 
each case. 


Tax Collection. 

Mr. SEARS: I beg to ask Mr. Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer whether he is 
aware that assessment forms are issued 
to the public from the parochial assessor's 
ottice, notice of assessment from the oftice 
of the clerk to the local commissioners, 
and notice to pay from the office of the 
parochial collector ; that the collector of 
Inland Revenue issues his pay notices 
from the Government office; that from 
the office of surveyor of taxes com- 
munications regularly pass between him 
and the public, and from the same office 
uncollected arrears left by the parochial 
collector are dealt with; will he consider 
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whether it is necessary to have in the 
sime city or town five distinct offices 
for dealing with taxpayers; and_ will 
he cause inquiries to be made of outside 
officials as to the confusion which results 
from this multiplication of ottices. 
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Mr. ASQUITH: The facts are sub- 
stantially as represented in the first eight 
lines of the Question. The Board of 
Inland Revenue consider that the present 
arrangements are the most convenient 
and appropriate for the proper discharge 
ot the duties to be undertaken, and they 
are not themselves aware of any confusion 
that results from them. 


Fictitious Brandy. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.): I 
beg to ask Mr. Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer if he will state what precautions 
the Customs take to enforce the provisions 
of the Merchandise Marks Act as regards 
brandy ; what check there is against the 
use of false trade descriptions; if any 
test is applied, and what is it, to ascertain 
whether spirit entered as brandy is 
derived from the grape or from materials 
other than the grape ; how many gallons 
of spirit imported from Hamburg were 
admitted to entry last year as brandy ; 
was such spirit the distillate of the 
grape; how many seizures were made 
last year of brandy to which a false 
trade description was applied under the 
Merchandise Marks Act; what was the 
quantity of brandy as per Customs entries 
from Norway, Holland, and Denmark for 
the last ten years; and is it the case that 
at London Docks any spirit, whatever its 
origin, shipped as brandy is so entered 
by Customs and dock officials. 


Mr. ASQUITH: The means taken by 
the officers of Customs to prevent 
imported spirits being falsely described 
as brandy, in contravention of the 
Merchandise Marks Acts, are to examine 
all spirits entered as brandy, and, if 
such do not appear to be the brandy of 
commerce, to submit samples to the 
departmental analyst. No test is applied 
to ascertain whether spirit entered as 
brandy is derived from the grape or from 
other materials, but tests are applied to 
ascertain whether such spirits contain 
those constituents other than spirit which 
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characterise the brandy of commerce. If 
such constituents are not present the spirit 
is not allowed to be entered as brandy. 
Particulars of the quantity of brandy im- 
ported from Hamburg are not available, 
the records of imports being shown under 
countries only. During the year 1905 


Questions. 
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(Questions. 


two consignments of spirits described as 
brandy were seized under the Merchandise 
Marks Act, 1887, for having a false trade 
description applied. The quantity of 
brandy imported into the United King- 
dom from Norway, Holland, and Denmark 
during the last ten vears was as follows :— 


Years. Norway. Netherlands. Denmark. 
Proof Proof Proof 
Gallons. Gallons. Gallons. 
1896 3,032 34,012 9,48] 
1397 66 35,756 26,442 
1898 » 22,066 11,142 
1899 641 24,3530 23,053 
1900 6,363 22,446 2,824 
1901 3,342 17,410 1,186 
1902 3,164 14,521 1,688 
1903 4,599 8,276 32 
i904 ! Imported 294 (Imported — 7,033 / Imported 32 
i \Consigned = 292 \Consigned — 3,564 | Consigned 32 
i909 Imported — 1,928 jImported 5,047 | Imported 61 
a \Consigned 1,928 (Consigned — 2,320 | Consigned 61 
As will be seen form what is stated| *THE SECRETARY or STATE For 


above, it is not the case that at the 
London Docks or elsewhere any spirit, 
whatever its origin, shipped as brandy 
is allowed by the Customs Department 
to be entered as brandy. The Board 
have no official knowledge as to the 
action of the dock officials with regard 
to such spirits. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY: Why allow 
brandy to be imported from countries 
in which notoriously no grapes are 
grown ! 


Mr. ASQUITH: It may be in course 
of transit from elsewhere. 


Motor ‘Bus Accidents in London Streets. 

Mr. CHIOZZA MONEY (Paddington, 
N.): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department if his 
attention has been directed to the death 
of Mr. William Tongue and the injury of 
the Reverend Alfred Littlehales through 
a collision between two motor onmibuses 
in the Edgware Road on Wednesday, 
June 20th; if he is aware that these 
vehicles are constantly causing injury to 
the persons and property of the public ; 
and if he can see his way to revise all 
existing licences in respect of these 
vehicles to insure that they are properly 
constructed and driven by competent 
and experienced men, who are not paid 
by the journey. 





THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. Giap- 
STONE, Leeds, W.): My attention has 
heen called to the unfortunate occurrence 
referred to. The verdict at the inquest 
on Mr. Tongue was “ accidental death.” 
Every precaution within the powers of 
the police is taken to secure that motor 
omnibuses are properly constructed and 
that they are driven by competent men. 
In the event of a motor ‘bus becoming 
unfit for use, or of an offence being com- 
mitted by the driver, the licences come 
under consideration, and I see no reason 
for a general revision, even if it were 
within my power to require it. The 
police have no authority to prescribe the 
terms of employment ot the drivers. 


Mr. MYER (Lambeth, N.): Is the 
right hon. Gentleman aware that there 
are four or five competing companies on 
that road, who are always “nursing ” and 
racing, and will he instruct the police to 
put a stop to it? 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: The police have 
general instructions as to this. 


Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.) asked if the 
Home Secretary was aware that the 
danger from this tratlic was on, the 
increase. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE replied that no 
doubt every Member of the House had 
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observed the undue speed of these cars, 
but the question was under the considera- 
tion of the Select Committee and the 
Royal Commission, and until these two 
bodies reported they would not have full 
information on the subject. 


Mr. FLYNN: Can the Home Office 
do nothing until a Cabinet Minister has 
been killed ? 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: I am not sure 
we can do anything even then. 


The Charlottenburg Exhibition. 

Mr. ALDEN: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart 
iment if he is aware of the fact that the 
German Government has established and 
maintains at Charlottenburg a permanent 
exhibition of appliances designed to 
prevent accidents and to safeguard the 
welfare of workmen ; that similar institu- 
tions exist at Munich, Amsterdam, 
Brussels, and Zurich; and whether, 
under the circumstances, he will consider 
the advisability of establishing or assist- 
ing in the formation of a similar institu- 
tion in England, 


*Mr. GLADSTONE : [am aware that 
several institutions of the kind mentioned 
in the Question are in existence on the 
Continent. The question of establishing 
a similar institution in this country has 
heen several times discussed, but there 
are considerable practical ditticulties to be 
overcome. I may say that a good deal of 
useful work has been done in this country 
in another way to spread information as 
to the best methods of fencing and the 
like, that is, by the publication of special 
reports on particular classes of machinery 
—the reports on Cotton Cloth Machinery 
and Hoists and Teagles may be specially 
mentioned, I am now making further 
inquiries and I will communicate with 
my hon. friend. 


Steel Trade Rings. 

Mr. CHIOZZA MONEY: I beg to 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
if he can state the details of the agree- 
ments which have been arrived at by 
British steel manufacturers with reference 
to steel plates and steel rails respectively ; 
if he is aware of the rise in price of these 
materials which has taken place since the 
agreements were arrived at ; that a third 


combination to raise prices has just been | 
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formed in the steel angle trade; and if 
he can promise to introduce legislation 
on the subject at an early date. 


(Juestions. 


THe PRESIDENT or THe BOARD or 
TRADE (Mr. Lioyp - Grorcr, Car- 
narvon Boroughs): [am unable to give 
the details of the agreement to which the 
hon. Member refers, but I have heard it 
stated that they include an obligation on 
the part of Scottish and North of 
England makers of steel plates not to 
sell certain classes of goods in each 
others’ markets. A provisional agree- 
ment of a similar nature is believed to 
have been entered into with regard to 
angles, but 1 am not aware whether it 
has been ratified yet. As regards steel 
rails, there has for a long time been an 
agreement among the principal British 
makers, who are also understood to be 
parties to an arrangement arrived at by 
an international rail syndicate for the 
division of the world’s markets. I am 
aware of the rise in price which has 
occurred, but Iam advised that this is 
partly due to other causes affecting the 
steel market generally. Arrangements 
for maintaining prices exist in a number 
of other trades in the United Kingdom, 
and the introduction of — legislative 
measures for dealing with the matter 
would obviously require very careful 
consideration. 


Mr. CHIOZZA MONEY asked 
whether the right hon. Gentleman would 
give special attention to the bearing of 
this matter upon international trade, in 
view of the fact that these international 


agreements were in restraint of com- 
petition, 
Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: Certainly. 


My attention has already been called to 


| the international aspect of the matter, 


more especially with regard to South 
American rails. 


New York Mutual Reserve Company. 

Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 8.): 1 beg to 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
whether he is aware that the Mutual 
Reserve Life Insurance Company, of New 
York, have given up their offices at 
79, Cannon Street, London ; can he state 
what sum was lodged by this company 
with the Board of Trade as security for 
the policy-holders ; whether any, and, if 

312 








1627 


so, what part of this sum has been with- 
drawn ; and on what grounds was such | 
withdrawal allowed by the Board of | 
Trade; and can he say what security, | 
if any, has been left for policy holders. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I am in- 
formed that the Company in question | 
have given up their London office. The | 
sum of £20,000, as required by the Life 
Assurance Companies Act, 1870, was 
deposited with the Court of Chancery by 
the company when commencing their 
business in this country in 1886, but the 
amount was withdrawn by order of the 
Court in January last in accordance with | 
the Act which provides for the repay- 
ment of the deposit as soon as a company 
has accumulated out of premiums the 
sum of £40,000. The Board of Trade 
are not aware of the nature of the | 
security for policy-holders in this or any 
other insurance companies. 


Questions. 


Mr. FLYNN: Were the Inspectors of | 
the Board of Trade aware that this 
company’s system was actuarially unsound 
from the very beginning, and did the | 
Board of Trade take any steps with | 
regard to it? | 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : Lest the public 
should be under any delusion on the sub- 
ject, I may say that the Board of Trade is 
not responsible in connection with the 
soundness of acompany. We do not audit | 
their accounts. The whole question is | 
now being considered by a Committee of 
the House of Lords. 


| 


Me. T. M. HEALY: Did the Board 
of Trade get notice of the withdrawal 
of the money from the Court of Chancery ? 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I will inquire. 


Mr. BOLAND: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman see that the particulars of this 
ease are laid before the House of Lords’ 
Committee ? 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: Yes; if my 
right hon. friend will bring the facts 
to my notice I will certainly see that the 
House of Lords’ Committee has the 
information. 
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Questions. 


President of the Local Government Board 
whether the attention of the Local 
Government Board has been directed to 
a notice, advertised in daily and other 
newspapers circulated in London, of an 
application to the justices in quarter 
sessions, to be heard on Tuesday next, 
for an order to stop sixteen streets so far 
as some 4,800 feet of such streets are 
unnecessary hy reason of certain building 
schemes ; whether he is aware that it is 
elsewhere alleged that by such schemes 
there will afterwards be opened other 
streets which will more than compensate 
the public; whether the Local Govern- 
ment Board have any means of forming 
an opinion as to the nature of the work- 
ing population likely to be displaced, and 
as to the possibility of housing such 
population in the neighbourhood ; whether 
during the two years which is estimated 


_as likely to pass before the houses on six 
|acres of the property in question are 
| pulled down, the President of the Local 


Government Board would offer the good 


‘offices of himself or his department with 


a view of conferring with those interested 
in order to make some provision for 
re-housing the population affected. 


THe PRESIDENT or THe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Joun 
Burns, Battersea): I have made inquiry 


/on this subject, and I understand the 


facts to be as stated. I have_no definite 


information as to the nature of the 
working population displaced, but I 


should anticipate that there would be 


difficulty in housing now the population 


in the neighbourhood. I find that the 
Chelsea Borough Council have for some 
time been in communication with the 


| promoters of the scheme with regard to 


the persons of the working class who 
will be displaced, and that they have 
obtained some concessions, but not alto- 
gether what they desired. They have 
not, however, succeeded in inducing the 
promoters to undertake to provide housing 
accommodation for the persons displaced, 
but they have obtained some extension of 
the period of displacement. I do not 
think I could expect to be more successful 
if I acted on the suggestion made in the 
last part of the Question, but I will con- 


| sider what can be done. 


London Improyements—House 
Demolition. 


*Sik CHARLES DILKE (Gloucester- | 
shire, Forest of Dean): I beg to ask the 


*Sir CHARLES DILKE: [beg to ask 
the President of the Local Government 
Board whether the Government have 














1629 


considered the possibility of legislation to 
restrict the destruction of more than a 
certain area of town property below a 
certain average rateable value without the 
submission of schemes showing possible 
provision for the accommodation of those 
rendered houseless in extension of the 
legislation which imposes such obligations 


Questions. 





on those asking for Parliamentary 
powers. 
Mr. JOHN BURNS: Proposals of 


this kind have from time to time been 
considered by the Local Government 
Board, but they have not seen their way 
to proposing legislation on the subject. 
I will, however, take notice of the sug- 
gestion of my right hon. friend. 


Education Bill—Extended Facilities. 

Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 
E.): I beg to ask the President of the 
3oard of Education whether schools 
which shall be given extended facilities, 
and the owners of which are to receive no 
rent, will be maintained and kept in 
repair by the Education Department ; 
and, if so, what the term “ other payment ” 
refers to in the Amendment which was 
carried in regard to the question 
of rent. 





| 
THE PRESIDENT or tHe BOAR D) 
oF EDUCATION (Mr. Birrewt, Bristol, | 
N.): The responsibility will rest ‘with the | | 
local education authority, not with the | 
Board. The term “other payment ” is | 
inserted to cover the possible case of | 
extended facilities being afforded in 
respect of a schoolhouse which is pur- | 
chased by a local education authority and | 
is in consequence the schoolhouse of a | 
transferred voluntary school as defined | 
by Clause 13 of the Bill. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND. asked 
whether the right hon. Gentleman was 
aware that there was a widespread feeling 
of the injustice of this proposal to pay no 
rent for these schools, and whether on 
report he would reconsider this question. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I am afraid I cannot 
go back on the decision of the Com- 
mittee. 


State-Aided Schools. 


Mr. BRIDGEMAN _ (Shropshire, 
Oswestry) : I beg to ask the President of 
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the Board of Education if the State- 
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aided schools, established by Clause 4 of 
the Education Bill, will be regarded as 
public elementary schools. 


Questions. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I must refer the hon. 
Member to the Answer I gave on Thurs- 
day last to the Member for Chorley,7 to 
which | have nothing to add. 


Lord BALCARRES — (Lancashire, 
Chorley): The effect of that Answer was 
that the right hon. Gentleman had not 
made up his mind. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I do not think they 
are public elementary schools. 


House of Commons’ Letter-Boxes. 


Mr. CLOUGH (Yorkshire, W.R., 
Skipton): I beg to ask the Postmaster- 
General if his attention has been drawn to 
the absence of contrivances on the fixed 
letter-boxes in the precincts of this House 
to indicate the time of the next collection 
of the missives deposited therein; and 
whether he will take steps to remedy this 
deficiency. 


THe POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Mr. 
SypNEY Buxton, Tower Hamlets, 
| Poplar): My attention has been drawn 
to this matter, and I am having indicators 
brought into use. 


Collection of Crown Rents— Messrs. 


Clutton’s Fees. 
Mr. NUSSEY (Pontrefact) : I beg to 
|ask the Secretary to the Treasury on 


| what terms Messrs. Clutton are employed 


| by the Woods and Forests Commissioners, 
| and what was their total remuneration in 
1902, 1904, and 1905 respectively, from 
every source in connection with the 
properties, premises, ete., under the 
control of the Commissioners. 


THe FINANCIAL SECRETARY oF 
THE TREASURY (Mr. McKenna, Mon- 
mouthshire, N.): Messrs. Clutton are 
appointed receivers of the Crown rents 
and profits arising within the Southern 
and Midland Counties of England (other 
than London and Middlesex), and are 
entitled to retain a poundage of 3 per 

cent. in the case of some estates and 4 
per cent. in the case of others on the 
amount of rents, etc., collected by them, 
except on receipts from farms in hand, 





+ See Col. 1117. 
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for the superintendence of which fixed 
fees agreed with the Treasury are allowed 
in lieu of commission. Out of this 
commission and fees they have to provide 
their own offices and necessary staff, and 
pay their own travelling and _ other 
expenses. They are also usually em- 
ployed by the Commissioners of Woods 
as surveyors in matters arising within 
the districts for which they are receivers, 
and in which the services of surveyors are 
required. For these services they are 
paid charges and expenses in accordance 
with a scale sanctioned by the Treasury 


d 


Questions. 


Their total remuneration for the years 
1903, 1904, and 1905, is as follows, viz. :— 


Year. £ sg, d. 
1903 : - 4680 12 9 
1904 - - 5,109 5 3 
1905 - - 4612 7 9 


Scottish Education System. 

Mr. MUNRO FERGUSON (Leith 
Burghs): I beg to ask the Secretary for 
Scotland whether he can meet the requests 
made to him on the Edueation Estimates, 
to print and circulate a Bill to meet the 
requirements of the Scottish educational 
system before the rising of Parliament. 


THE SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Mr. Sixciair, Forfarshire): My hon. 


friend’s suggestion has been carefully | 
considered, and I regret to say that it | 
It seems the duty | 


cannot be followed. 
of the Government in the first place to 
endeavour to dispose of the Bills  re- 
ferring to Scotland which are already 
before the House, or have been pro- 
mised, 


Sutherland Deer Forests. 


Mr. MORTON (Sutherland): I beg 
to ask the Secretary for Scotland whether 


he is aware that within the last twelve | 


months three homesteads have been 
broken up near Kinbrace, Sutherland, 
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as follows: Lochside Farm, to which the 
Question presumably refers, extends to 
}an area of 4,890 acres or thereby, only 
| 320 of which are arable, or at one time 
/meant to be arable. These 320 acres 
formed part of what is known as the 
late Duke of Sutherland’s “ Kinbrace 
| Reclamations,” and the cost of reclaiming 
‘that portion alone was about £20,000, 
| It was intended to be divided into three 
farms with hill pasture common to the 
| three, and concrete houses and _ offices 
were erected. But tenants for the three 
holdings could not be got, and the land 
was then let as one holding. The arable 
proved ruinous to the tenant who took 
it. The nature of the land, situation, 
and climate were unsuitable to profitable 
cultivation. The arable land was all put 
down to grass. In 1886 another at- 
tempt was made to let the place in three 
holdings, but tenants were not  forth- 
coming. The farm was then let on lease 
for nineteen years as a small sheep farm. 
The tenant to whom it was let retained 
it till Whitsunday, 1897, when he was 
allowed to assign the lease to a tenant 
occupying two other farms on the estate. 
The lease expired at Whitsunday, 1905, 
and it was not considered desirable to 
re let it to the same tenant, and it was 
let on long lease to the eentleman who, 
for a number of years, occupied the 
shooting over that and adjoining farms. 
Only one of the houses which had been 
erected has been occupied for many vears 
and that by a shepherd, the two others 
being wrecks, their construction proving 
unsuitable for the district. They were 
| unfit for habitation and were taken down. 
The shepherd remained in the other 
house till he obtained another situation. 
This particular case seems to have been 
an unsuccessful effort to reclaim land for 
cultivation, and not a clearance. In 
regard to legislation, | am unable to 
make any further statement until the 
‘Government Bill to amend the Crofters’ 
| Act has been introduced. 


(Questions. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


comprising over 1,000 acres, the houses | 


on two of them blown up by dynamite ; | 


and the farms, nearly one-third of which 
was arable land, turned into a deer 
forest; and whether 


clearances in future. 
Mr. SINCLAIR: The information the 


hon. Member has received appears to be 
incorrect. 


the Government | 
intend to take steps to prevent such | 


Mr. MORTON : Is it the fact that the 
| houses were blown up with dynamite ? 
Mr. SINCLAIR: I will furnish the 
i hon. Member with a full statement of 
| the facts given to me. 


Mr. MORTON : But is it correct that 


I am informed the facts are | the houses were blown up with dynamite ! 
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Questions. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: The houses were | 
not occupied. 


Mr. MORTON: Then they 
hlown up with dynamite ? 


were 


Mr. SINCLAIR: I have no informa- 
tion as to that occurrence. 
Mr. FLAVIN (Kerry, N.): Were 


hey blown down by dynamite ? 
{No Answer was returned. | 


Scottish Medical Officers’ Holdings. 

Mr. CATHCART WASON : I beg to 
ask the Secretary for Scotland whether 
his attention has been directed to the 
fact that the Scottish Local Government 
Board reported recently that it would be 
to the advantage of the public service 
that parish councils should grant an 
adequate holiday to their medical officers, 
defraying at the same time the cost of a 
substitute to act for the doctor during his 
absence ; if the Local Government Board 
hive circularised parish councils to that 
eifect; and whether, in view of the 
poverty of certain districts and burden of 
local rates rising to over 20s. in the pound, 
he will take all the circumstances into 
his earnest consideration. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: On July 25th, 1900, 
tie Local Government Board issued a 
circular on this subject generally favour- 
able to the arrangement indicated. The 
whole question of rating is engaging my 
earnest consideration. 


Glasnevin Model Farm. 


Mr. HAYDEN (Roscommon, 8.) : On 
behalf of the hon. Member for North 
Dublin, I beg to ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord- Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
his attention has been drawn to the fact 
that recently the public have been ex- 
cluded from the right of walking through 
the grounds of the ‘model farm, G Vasnevi in, 
county Dublin, through w hich they have 
been accustomed to go since the opening 
of the farm many years ago without let 
or hindrance and without complaint on 
the part of the authorities in charge; 
whether the exclusion of the public has 
followed closely upon the erection on the 
farm of some private residences for some 
otticials ; and whether, if no injury has in 
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the past ensued as a consequence of the 
admission of the public to the grounds, 


Questions. 


‘the recent order will be revoked. | 


THe CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Bryce, Aberdeen, 8.) : The 
Department of Agriculture have recently 
had the public excluded from the grounds 
of the Albert Agricultural College and 
Model Farm on Sundays. On week days 
these grounds have been open as hereto- 
fore, but it is intended soon to issue 
regulations with regard to the admission 
of the public during the week. The 
Department’s action has no connection 
whatever with the extensions which have 
recently been carried out in the build- 
ings, which include a residence for one of 
the officials. The decision to regulate 
the admission of the public has been 
arrived at in view of the fact that it is 
incompatible with the proper arrangement 
of the studies and discipline of such an 
institution if these premises and grounds 
were to be accessible to the public without 
any restriction. 


Chicago Tinned Meat. 

Mr. HALPIN (Clare, W.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that a suppressed Report of one of the 
Chicago yard inspectors, on which Presi- 
dent Roosevelt acted, declared that of one 
lot of 500 cattle, slaughtered and exported 
in tins, 300 were tuberculous; and 
whether seeing that scientific experts 
have declared that boiling does not destroy 
the germs of consumption in tuberculous 
meat, the Government will prohibit the 
import of tinned meat till it is an 
established fact that no tuberculous beast 
will be allowed into the packing yards of 
Chicago and the other centres from which 
tinned meat is exported. 


Mr. BRYCE: I have no information 
upon the subject of the Question, but I 
would refer to the reply given by my 
right hon. friend the President of the 
Local Government Board to a Question 
put by the hon. Member for the Newark 
Division on June 18th,7 from which the 
hon. Member will see that the Govern- 
ment are considering the necessity of 


_ obtaining further powers for dealing with 


foods imported from abroad. 





t See (4) Debates, elviii., 1371. 
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Constabulary Fund. 
Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, Os- | 
sory): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary | 


to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland | 
whether he can say if the total sum 


standing to the credit of the Constabulary | 


Force Fund on March 31st last was 
£386,220; and whether he will recom- 
mend that the damages, £100, obtained 
by Edward Carroll, Rosenallis, Queen’s 
County, in the High Courts a year ago, 
against constables Masterson and Cryan, 
Royal Irish Constabulary, for assault, 
shall be paid out of the said fund, as the 
constables have so far evaded payment. 


Mr. BRYCE: The amount of stock 
and cash to the credit of the benefit 
branch of the Constabulary Force Fund is 
as stated. The fund is, under Statute and 
Treasury regulation, applicable only to 
payments to the widows and families of 
deceased members of the force who were 
subscribers to the fund ; and it could not, 
therefore, be legally applied to the pur- 
pose suggested in the Question. 


Galway Evicted Tenant. 

Mr. JOHN ROCHE (Galway E.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that an evicted tenant named 
William O’Neill was promised £100 to 
stock a farm which he got at New Inn, 
county Galway ; whether he can state the 
amount he received ; and will he direct 
that the balance will be paid him without 
further delay. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that they sanctioned 
free grants of £130 for building and £45 
for stock to William O'Neill, an evicted 
tenant, to whom they allotted a parcel of 
land. Up tothe end of last month the 
entire grant for stock had been issued, 
and all but £20 of the grant for building. 
The inspector, under whose supervision 
the building grant is being expended, has 
now been directed to make such further 
payments as the work done justifies. 


Commission on Drainage. 


Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N.) : I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether any 
interim Report has been made, or will be 
called for, from the Commission on 
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Questions. 


Drainage ; and, if so, when it may be 
expected. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Commissioners do 
not propose to present an interim Report, 
but they anticipate that they will be able 
to furnish their complete Report by the 
close of the present year. It does not 
appear that the object for which the 
Commission was appointed would be 
furthered in any way by the presentation 
of an interim Report. 


Louth Evicted Tenant. 


Mr. NOLAN (Louth, 8.) : I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether his attention 
has been called to the recent eviction of 
Michael Duffy, of Roodstown, Ardee 
Union, county Louth, by the Earl of 
Dartrey, for non-payment of a rack-rent : 
whether he is aware that the tenant was 
unable to enter the Land Court to have a 
fair rent fixed, owing to arrears of rent 
of twenty-five years’ standing, with 
subsequent law costs; that the eviction 
has been condemned by resolution by the 
Ardree Board of Guardians ; and whether 
he can hold out any hope of a speedy 
restoration of Mr. Duffy to his holding. 


Mr. BRYCE: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that they have no 
knowledge of the matters of fact alleged 
in the Question, and that Michael Dutty 
has not lodged with them an application 
for reinstatement. Should such applica- 
tion be made to the Commissioners they 
will have it duly enquired into and dealt 
with. 


Sweating, 

Mr. O'GRADY; U beg to ask the 
First Lord of the Treasury whether, in 
view of the fact that in the East End of 
London there are approximately 5,000 
employers, employing approximately 
90,000 workpeople, who can be classed 
as sweaters and sweated, and that the 
same condition of things applies relatively 
toall the large centres of industry, he 
will consider the advisability of appoint- 
ing a Royal Commission to investigate 
the sweating evils, with the view of 
recommending legislation that will 
remedy the matter. 


THE PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 
LORD or tHE TREASURY (Sir H. 
CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN, Stirling Burghs) : 
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I have already told the hon. Gentleman | 
that the Government do not at present 
propose to appoint a Royal Commission 
to investigate the sweating system. He 
must not think that we are indifferent 
or unsympathetic in regard to the evils 
of this system, which we recognise as 
fully as he does. I may tell him that 
all the steps that can be taken within 


the existing law to protect the workers | 


from the bad economic and _ sanitary 
conditions that beset them are being 
taken: and the Central Departments 
which are concerned with the admistra- 
tion of the Factory and Sanitary Acts 
are collecting, informating, and putting 
pressure upon the local authorities to 
carry out their duties. 


Mr. O'GRADY asked the right hon. 
Gentleman whether he was aware that, 
after all, the greatest pressure came from 
wages as well as from sanitation, that 
the law could not interfere with that 
matter, and that, therefore, it did require 
a Royal Commission to inquire into the 
matter of wages as well as of sanitation. 


Stn H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
was understood to reply that the time 
might come when it might be necessary 
to make an inquiry, but that the Govern- 
ment did not think it had arisen yet. 
They had many inquiries already on hand. 


Mr. CHIOZZA MONEY - asked 
whether, in view of the importance of 
the wages side of this question, the right 
hon. Gentleman could facilitate the 
Wages Bill now before the House, or 
bring forward a similar measure as a 
Government measure. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
That is asking me for special facilities 
fora particular Bill. Perhaps the hor. 
Gentleman will repeat his Question at 
a later date. 


Fertilizers and Feeding Stuffs Bill. 

Mr. ALEXANDER CROsS (Glasgow. 
Camlachie) : I beg to ask the First Lord 
of the Treasury whether his attention 
has been called to a whip or letter of 
solicitation, issued last week by an 
otticer of the Board of Agriculture, and 
dated from the offices of the Board of 
Agriculture, to Members of this House 
sitting on the Grand Committee on Law, 
begging support for a Bill of that Depart- 
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ment called the Fertilizers and Feeding 
Stuffs Bill, in which it was stated that 


Questions. 


this official was acting on the orders of 


Lord Carrington and _ expressing his 
wishes ; whether it is in accordance with 
custom for officials in the public State 
Departments to issue whips to Members 
of this House ; and, if not, whether he 
will consider the advisability of issuing a 
Minute directing public officials not to 
bring pressure to bear on Members of the 
House of Commons. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I do not see that there is anything 
coercive or that any undue interference 
or pressure has been exercised in the 
letter referred to, a copy of which I have 
seen. A Minister is entitled, whether by 
letter or by speech, to urge the importance 
of a departmental measure for which he 
is responsible. And, on the other hand, 
I have no doubt that those engaged in 
the trade of fertilisers and feeding stuffs 
will take such means as they think 
suitable for furthering their views. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY: Does the right 
hon. Gentleman think it makes no differ- 
ence if the Minister is a Member of the 
House of Lords and the members of the 
Committee are Members of the House of 
Commons ? 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
He does not address the Members of the 
House of Commons directly. He does it 
through his Department or through the 
hon. Member who represents him in this 
House as a rule. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of 
London): I would ask the right hon. 
Gentleman, without commenting on the 
propriety of the step, whether it is not a 
very unusual step, and whether the 
ordinary conditions of traditional practice 
are not far better and far safer for 
Ministers to follow ? 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I do not how what the right hon. Gentle- 
man refers to as the traditional practice. 
I should think that a Minister might very 
well use such means as he has for bringing 
before the Members of the Committee 
the importance of the subject. 


Mr. ALEXANDER CROSS: May I 
ask the right hon. Gentleman whether I 
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shall be in order if I address members of 
a Committee of the House of Lords ? 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Perfectly, I should say—for what it is 
worth. 


(Questions. 


The Education Bill. 

Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.) asked the 
President of the Board of Education 
whether he would arrange to have the 
Education Bill reprinted so that they 
might have Clause 4 before them in its | 
present shape, and, also, how he proposed | 
to ascertain the wishes of the House in | 
respect of the new Clause 3 before they | 
reached Clause 8 1? 





Mr. BIRRELL thought it would be | 
very convenient to have a reprint of the | 
Bill, and he would issue orders accor- | 
dingly. He quite agreed that the new | 
clause stood in a somewhat difficult 
position. Clause 8 would come on, in 
ordinary course, to-morrow, and he 
apprehended that it must be discussed as 
it stood now upon the Paper. The new 
clause was introduced because he held | 
the view, perhaps mistakenly, that he | 
was under some obligation, in consequence | 


of what took place in the House, to | 
give a choice in the matter. It was in con- | 
sequence of the feeling expressed on the | 
other side. 


Major SEELY (Liverpool, Aber- | 
cromby) : This side. 

Mr. BIRRELL: Then on both sides ‘| 
vou will, [ repeat that it was not the 
Government proposal. Their proposals 
were as stated in the Bill. A proposal 
was made by the hon. Member for the 
University of Oxford that there should 
be an obligation imposed upon every 
local education authority to take over 
every structurally fit school that proposed 
itself to be taken over. He said that, in 
his opinion, that ought to be a bi-lateral 
obligation, and that there should be an 
obligation on the part of private owners 
and also of trustees, even although their 
trusts were what were called of a loose 
character—trusts which permitted their 
premises to be applied to non-educational 
purposes—that they should be taken 
over too. That proposal was certainly 
not accepted by the right hon. Gentleman 
the Leader of the Opposition, and if he had 
had the experience he now had of the 
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conduct of measures he would probably 
have thought it the wiser thing to let 
the matter drop. But, being anxious to 
afford facilities for that discussion, he 
said he would introduce aclause. He did 
not think it would be fair, however, that 
he should use the Government majority 
to compel private owners compulsorily 
to part with their schools unless it was 
generally felt that that was a desirable 
course. Therefore, unless he got some 
sort of indication—it was very difficult to 
know to whom he was to look for it—that 
the clause received some measure of 
general support, he did not think the 
Government would persist with it.  Al- 
though he could not put compulsion on 
anybody, and right hon. Gentlemen 
opposite were fully entitled to stand on 
their dignity and say the Government 
must take its own cour-e, he did think it 
would be convenient to know what was 
the view taken of this clause, which was 
introduced to meet a point by hon. 
Gentlemen opposite. If it was accepted, 
Clause 8 would have to be debated in a 
modified form, but in the absence of any 
assurance they must go on with Clause & 
as it stood, 


Mr. A.J. BALFOUR asked whether 
the point which the right hon. Gentleman 
said the clause was introduced to meet 
was:a pledge given by the Government 
on the introduction of the bill that 
facilities should be given in schools under 
Clause 3, and whether that was a point 
which could b2 ignored by the Govern 
ment. 


Mr. BIRRELL said he disputed that 
altogether. He had read over again the 
speech he made on that occasion, and he 
said most unhesitatingly that there was 
no obligation, expressed or implied, in 
any part of that speech, on the local 
authority to take over those schools. He 
thought he made that perfectly clear as 
to Clause 3. He iivariably used the 
hypothetical expression “if” the school 
was transferred, and “if so” again and 
again. He was not there to defend the 
precision of his language, and it might 
very well be that ingenious minds might 
put another construction upon certain 
passages. He could not for one moment 
admit that there was a single word fairly 
read in his speech, taking the context 
altogether, which expressed the faintest 
intention on the part of the Government 
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to impose on every local authority in the 
country the obligation of taking over 
voluntary schools, whether they were 
wanted or not. 


Education (England 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR asked whether 
the right hon. Gentleman was correctly 
reported to have said :— Thus far the 
facilities or opportunities I have spoken 
of have been of a compulsory character”— 
speaking of Clause 3. ‘* When demanded 
and when required, the authorities must 
grant them.” 


Mr. BIRRELL said that was the one 
passage in the whole speech which was 
imbiguous in its terms. He fully 
expected to hear it quoted. There were 
other passages which made it perfectly 
plain that he contemplated no obligation, 
and that very likely the schools would 
not be transferred under that clause. 


Mr. DILLON said that on the strength 
of the Government pledge an Amendment 
moved from the Liberal benches was 
withdrawn. 


MaJork SEELY said he moved the 
Amendment in question, and after his 
right hon. friend had given the pledge 
in very specific terms, he withdrew the 
Amendment on the advice of the hon. 
Member for Waterford and against the 
idvice of the right hon, Gentleman the 
Member for West Birmingham. The 
account given by his right hon. friend 
seemed to him totally at variance with 
the facts, 


Mr. SAMUEL EVANS (Glamorgan- 
shire, Mid.) asked whether there was any 
Question before the House. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: We are still at 
(Juestion time ; perhaps the right hon. 
Gentleman will remember that. 


Mr. BIRRELL apologised for having 
exceeded the limits of an Answer to a 
(Juestion. He was quite willing that the 
new clause should come on for discussion 
on the Report stage, if it was wanted. 
But he still thought he was fairly entitled 
to ascertain whether the clause was 
wanted: by the House, and he must 
proceed with Clause 8 on the assumption 
that the new clause was not wanted. 
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Mr. DILLON asked whether it was 
not the custom, when the Government 
gave a pledge to introduce a clause, that 


‘they should introduce it in accordance 


with the pledge. 
[No reply was given. | 


Mr. PAUL (Northampton) hoped his 
right hon. friend would do nothing to 
interfere with the burning desire of the 
Church of England schools for confiscation. 


MESSAGE TO THE LORDS. 
Ordered, That a Message be sent to the 
Lords to request that their Lordships 
will be pleased to give leave to Sir Henry 
Graham, K.C.B., Clerk of the Parlia- 
ments, to attend to be examined as a 
Witness before the Committee of Public 

Accounts.—(Mr. Victor Cavendish.) 


BILLS OF EXCHANGE ACT (1882) 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

Order [June 15th] that the Bills of 
Exchange Act (1882) Amendment Bill 
be committed to the Standing Committee 
on Law, ete., read, and discharged. 


Bill committed to the Standing Com- 
mittee on Trade, ete.—(JZr. Attorney- 
General.) 


EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 


31 LL. 


Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee. ) 
[Mr. Emmorr (Oldham) in the Chair. | 
Clause 7 :— 


*Mr. HICKS BEACH (Gloucestershire, 
Tewkesbury), in moving to omit Sub- 
section (1), said he beiieved he was 
echoing the sentiments of all people 
who valued religious denominational 
instruction when he said that the 
facilities for instruction on two days in 
the week given under Clause 3 would be 
only a sham, unless the religious instruc- 
tion was allowed to be given by 
teachers who believed in that particular 
denominational instruction which the 


|owners of the schools and the parents 
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of children attending the sohools wished 
o have taught there. He would be told 
that the teacher was not the person to 
give it, but that it was the duty of the 
ministers of the various denomi- 
nations. He frankly admitted that 
some ministers were perfectly qualified 
to give the instuction, but all teachers 
were not born ministers of religion, 
and all ministers of religion were 
not born teachers. It was generally 
admitted that to impart secular in- 
struction a teacher had to undergo 
a careful course of training and to 
possess the ability to impart instruc- 
tion and to control children. If those 
qualities were necessary in order to 
give secular instruction, he thought they 
must admit that persons who had to 
give denominational instruction should 
also possess them. He anticipated that 
he should have the support of the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Board of 
Education, for hon. Members would 
remember his exceedingly eloquent and 
telling speech of May 22nd on the Amend- 
ment, the object of which was to 
drive all religious instruction from the 
day school, when he said that the 
national teachers were becoming more 
skilled every day, and knew the 
way to a child’s mind better than 
anyone else, and asked what the child 
would have to look to if the teacher 
did not help it. From that he (Mr. | 
Hicks Beach) thought he might infer | 
that, if the teacher were to be allowed 
to give undenominational teaching, he 
ought surely to be allowed to give de- 
nominational teaching as well. He be- 
lieved he should also have the support 
of the Government, because by their Bill, 
as it at present stood, they admitted 
the principle that the teacher was a 
person who ought to give religious 
instruction, whether of an undenomi- 
national character, or whether of that 
particular kind which was allowed in 
schools of urban areas in five days in 
the week. The Minister for Education, 
in reply to a deputation of representa- 





| 
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dren in schools in urban areas were to be 
allowed the privilege of being taught 
by the teachers in religious subjects on 
five days of the week, was it not rather a 
slur on the children in rural schools that 
they were not also to be allowed that 
privilege ? The Parliamentary Secretary 
of the Board of Education also asked 
the Committee to look at this subject, 
not from the standpoint of the House 
of Commons but from the standpoint of 
the child; and said the child would find 
there was something wanting if the 
teacher was not allowed to give him 
religious as well as secular instruction. 
He believed there would also be some- 
thing wanting if the teacher was 
allowed to give the child undenomina- 
tional teaching for three days a week 
and was not allowed to give him 
denominational teaching on two days 
a week. Naturally a child would ask 
why was it that his teacher was 
allowed to teach him certain things 
three days a week and not to give him 
instruction on the other days? He 
would ask whether his teacher really 
believed in the doctrines which he was 
not allowed to impart to him. The 
teacher would have to reply that he 
believed in them, but that owing to 
the extreme foresight of the great 
Liberal Party, who had always boasted 
about religious equality, he was not per- 
mitted to afford the religious instruction 
desired. Hedid not know what the child 
would think upon receiving that answer, 
but he could only hope that one result 
would be to make an impression upon 
the child’s mind which would lead him 
when he grew up to never vote for any 
Liberal candidate. He believed that 
the teachers valued the privilege of 
giving this religious instruction as much 
as any part of their duties, and were 
by no means anxious to give it up. No 
doubt he should be told that the Govern- 
ment had received a mandate to abolish 
tests for teachers, and that under the 
existing system Nonconformist teachers 
were cut off from appointments in Church 





tives of the Jewish schools, went so 
far as to announce his intention with 
reference to Clause 4, that the schools 
should be carried on just as they were now, 
and that it was certainly the intention 
of the clause that the teachers should 
remain the same as they were. If chil- 


Mr. Hicks Beach. 


schools; but he would have more respect 
‘for that cry if it were not a fact that 
| the best paid posts were to be found in 
| the provided schools, and if he did not 
| believe that there were not sufficient 
Nonconformist teachers to fill up the 
posts of head teacher in the provided 
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schools. without saying anything of those 
posts in the non-provided schools. He 
believed, moreover, that this Clause 7 
was nothing more nor less than another 
flank attack upon the Church of England. 
The President of the Board of Education 
had said that the minority must suffer, 
but he believed that the result of this 
clause would be that the majority would 
suffer and the minority would benefit. 


Education (England 


He believed that this was an attack upon | 


the Church of England, because under 
Clause 4 100 per cent. of the Jewish 
schools would be enabled to give their 
own religious 
teachers, and 


Roman Catholic schools would be in 
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so in a large number of counties, and if 
it were not done by the education autho- 


| rity it would be the duty of the clergy- 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


instruction through the | 
77 per cent. of the| 
| Special 


the same position, while only 25 per | 
cent. of the Church of England schools | 


would be saved for the purposes de- 
signed by their founders. He begged 
to move. 


Amendment proposed— 


“Tn page 4, line 13, to leave out Sub-section 
(1). —(Mr. Hicks Beach.) 


Question proposed, “That the words 
‘a teacher employed in a public ele- 
mentary school’ stand part of the 
clause.” 


*Mr. ACLAND (Yorkshire, Richmond) 
said this was one of the most important 
points of the Bill. The Committee would 
doubtless be told that what was desired by 
the Amendment was simply freedom to 
teach, and that it was illiberal to refuse 
freedom of any kind. But he thought 
the sub-section as it stood made for a 
more important freedom, the freedom 
to be really free. If it was omitted 
they must say good-bye altogether to 
the idea that they were getting rid of 


tests for teachers. In the county, 
part of which he represented, they 
had, as it happened, as chairman 


of the committee charged with the 
appointment of teachers an archdeacon 
of the Church of England, a most fair- 
minded man, who would do his duty in 
selecting teachers to the best of his 
ability ; butit would, in his opinion, only 
be that man’s duty to see to it, if the 
Amendment were carried, that there were 
sent to Church schools only such teachers 
as would be willing to give Church of 
England instruction. That 


would be) 


ithe Act. 


man of the parish concerned to do 
everything he could to see that the same 
action was taken. He would get to 
see the records of all the candidates for 
the post of teacher, he would find out 
which of them would give the cenomina- 
tional teaching, and he would make it 
quite clear that one of these must be 
appointed, if peace and quietness in the 
village were desired. They had gone a 


'very long way in meeting particular 


cases with regard to denominational 
teachers. The Catholic case was a very 
and peculiar one, demand- 
ing specialtreatment. But they were not 
willing to go one inch further than they 
had gone already in the direction of 
letting religious questions interfere with 
the appointment of teachers. Let 
them consider what would happen 
in the case of a teacher who had hitherto 
given religious instruction and was 
willing to continue it after the passing of 
He would of course receive 
a special salary, and would naturally 
desire that all children should receive 
the instruction, because it would be im- 
possible in a small school to give both 
denominational and Cowper-Temple in- 
struction at the same time. He 
would succeed in making all the parents 
apply for the special teaching, and 
on two days of the week the other 
teaching would disappear. A man might 
then come to the village wishing for the 
Cowper-Temple instruction, which he 
had a perfect right to demand for his 
children. The teacher who had settled 
down to give denominational instruc- 
tion would find that he was put to a 
great deal of inconvenience and financial 
loss, and would find the presence of 
the newcomer very inconvenient, and 
would make his life or that of his 
children difficult. Then there was the case 
of a teacher who had been appointed 
without inquiry beforehand as_ to 
his religion, and who was not willing 
to give denominational teaching. It 
would be a very hard thing for such a 
teacher, who would find him or herself 
opposed to the predominant power in the 
village, and it would be very difficult to 
settle down happily there. The only 
possible course was to say that the 
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teacher must serve one master only. He 
might do exactly what he liked out of 
school hours in regard to instruction, but | 
during the school hours he was’ the 
servant of the education authority only, 
and not of any sect or denomination. | 
People charged the Bill with doing) 
nothing for education, but there were | 
really plenty of places where it made for) 
educational progress—though it was) 
true you had to look for them.| 
The sub-section as it stood ought to} 
make for educational improvement. The | 
condition of things in the scattered| 
schools in the rural counties hitherto | 
had made for stagnation. There was| 
too much stagnation in the schools, and| 
that was not right. A good secretary | 
of the education authority under this| 
Bill, with power for the first time to| 
review and make all appointments and| 
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be one use for them. The great Churches 
could organise a splendid system of 
visiting and resident teachers to give 
proper denominational teaching if they 
began when these rents were first paid, 
and did not allow them to be absorbed 
for some other purpose. They ought also. 
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| to consider the recent offer of 75 per cent. 


of building grants to all public training 
colleges. Ifthat meant anything it meant 
that many teachers’ training colleges 
would be built, and many teachers turned 
out from those training colleges who 
would have no guarantee of any special 
fitness to give denominational instruction. 
The proportion of trained teachers in the 
English Church schools must therefore 
decrease. Any authority which had 
to staff these schools would be bound 
more and more to staff them with teachers 
who were unable or unwilling to give 


promotions, would be able to organise | denominational teaching. Was it not 
the teaching in the villages and put it on} better that the Church should face the 
a much better footing. He would be) state of things and organise a proper 
able to take a promising assistant teacher! system of teachers for denominational 
in a large school and give him the position) instruction with the funds available 
of head teacher in a small village school,| for that purpose! It was amazing to see 
with a promise that if he succeeded there! the lightness of heart with which any 
as a head teacher he would promote him| teacher trained in any Church Training 
toa larger school. Putting good teachers| College was entrusted with the special 
into these small village schools was the| and delicate task of giving denomina- 
best way of keeping the schools up to} tional teaching. If such teaching was 
the mark. But all this would be made} given it should be given by a man who 
much more difficult if the Amendment} had had a great deal more special 
was adopted. He thought all the educa-| training than was afforded by two 
tional development for which they hoped) years residence in a_ training college, 
would be effected by making the educa-| the whole of which time was occupied 
tional question the only question to be|in studying for the examinations in 
considered in making these appoint-| secular subjects by which he passed 
ments. It would be a very bad thing for! out of the college. Then there was one 
a teacher to be labelled as a persona} final argument ; they were told the teachers 
grata or a persona ingrata in High| desired to give this special religious in- 
Church schools, because such a thing} struction. He admitted that a great 
was likely to interfere with the educa-| many of them did, for two very consider- 
tional requirements of the staffing of the| able reasons. In the first place, there 
schools. He also put it on the ground of| was the well-known hatred of any out- 
religion. He thought very strongly that| side interference, which they very 








it was in the true interest of religion 
that the Church of England and other 
Churches should realise from the first 
that they were going to be put in a dif- 
ferent position, in some ways at any rate, 





by this Bill; that they should organise 
their teachers and make their arrange- 
ments from the first, the time most 
suitable for so doing. They would 
soon have offered to them certain rents 
for the use of buildings, and that would 


Mr. Acland. 


much disliked, and which they brutally 
described as “the parson in their 
school.” They were disturbed by what 
they thought would be the introduc. 
tion of an outside element in their 
school, and naturally they desired 
to keep their school to themselves. That 
was the first reason why they were 
anxious to give this teaching in the 
future. The second was that they would 
get extra salary for so doing. They 
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were, therefore, a class who would agree 
with the hon. Gentleman opposite, if any 
class would, that his Amendment ought 
to be adopted. But what was the 
opinion which they. found expressed by 
a majority of seven or eight in a meeting 
of fifty or so of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the National Union of Teachers ? 
They passed a resolution approving of 
Sub-section (1) as it stood, and hoped that 
it would be made law. That wasa strong 
argument in favour of the sub-section. 
The fact that the one class which had any 
real temptation to wish that no alteration 
should be made in the law had, through 
their most responsible representatives, 
declared in favour of the proposal of the 
Government was a very strong fact. -He 
thought on the whole those who sat on 
the Liberal side of the House appreciated 
the importance of this proposal of the 
Government, but in his view it would be 
better if this Amendment was now dis- 
posed of rapidly in order that the Com- 
mittee might get on to other matters of 
great importance which it was hoped 
would be discussed to-day. 
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*Str HENRY CRAIK (Glasgow and 
Aberdeen Universities) said he must 
commence his observations by saying 
how much he admired the eloquence and 
spirit with which the hon. Member for 
the Richmond Division of Yorkshire had 
dealt with the question. He said that 
all the more strongly because he was | 
unable in any way to accept the con- | 
clusions at which the hon. Member had 
arrived. He spoke to the Committee as 
one who represented a larger number of 
teachers, he believed, than any Me nber 
of the House. In the constituency he | 
represented there were 1,200 teachers, 
and 300 or 400 of those were employed | 
in schools in England. He was sure he | 
was voicing their views, quite as strongly | 
as a small 1 majority at a meeting of fifty | 
members of the Union of Teachers, in| 


saying that they resented, as much as | 


they would resent any test that could be 
imposed upon them, this embargo on 
the most sacred part of their teaching. 
One of the practical difficulties of this 
matter was this: Where were they going 
to get teachers to come in for forty 
minutes in the morning and to leave their 
work thereafter? In a school of 800 
children they required twenty or twenty- 


{3 JuLy 1906} 


and Wales) Bill. 1650 


'one teachers of secular education, and they 
could not have only one teacher for 
religious instruction any more than they 
could have one teacher for secular in- 
struction. How could they bring in 
itwenty or twenty-one teachers for forty 
‘minutes and then turn them adrift ? 
But a greater difficulty was with regard 
to the discipline of the schools. Did not 
‘hon. Gentlemen think that that would 
‘be interfered with by a man coming 
jin to take up the task of religious 
instruction in whicn the regular teachers 
were forbidden to take part, or t» per- 
form what they on that side believed 
was the most important duty which 
teachers could perform ? But he would not 
dwell upon the technical or mechanical 
difficulties, although everyone acquainted 
with the inside of a school knew how 
setious they were. What he wished to 
speak of was the intellectual work of the 
school. They grappled with difficulties in 
their educational advance ; they made ex- 
periments and they made mistakes ; 
but if there was one thing which in 
recent years they had advanced towards 
more than another, by a comparison of 
all the views of those most interested in 
the subject and « comparison with the 
methods indifferent countries, it was 
that education was not the gathering 
of a few elements of information, but 
that it was a whole, a whole in which 
one part was dovetailed into another. 


If they lost sight of that the work 
i became mere mechanical drudgery. 


‘Were they to give up the training of 
character and the formation of moral con- 
\duct in the schools? The teacher might 
iteach truth, duty towards one’s neigh- 
basis. and so on; but if he went into 
‘questions of the higher sanction that 
would be entering on forbidden ground. 


Would hon. Members who sent their 
‘children to the higher schools of the 


country be content that the headmaster 
‘should be cut off from the most sacred 
‘part of the instruction of the young ? 
Look at the reformatories. How long 
‘would those schools perform their work 
if the teacher was debarred from 
‘touching upon religion? It was argued 
by the hon. Member for the Richmon:l 
Division that the teacher must serve one 
master only, but was it not the case that 
there had been hitherto two authorities in 
the elementary schools? He had often 
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noticed during these debates how much 
that fact was neglected. There was 
the authority of the State and the author- 
ity of the local controlling power.. The 
State was purely secular. Never had 
the Board of Education as representing 
the State any right to interfere with 
religious instruction, even to ask whether 
it existed in the school or not. The 
State paid nothing for it, and all that it 
did was to see that there was not 
too much religion and that it was 
taught under certain restrictions. The 
religion was attended to by the local 
authority, but the teacher served both 
authorities. Thehon. Member for North, 
‘Camberwell yesterday quoted certain) 
words of ethical doctrine from the Code. | 
The very fact that they appeared in the | 
Code excluded the possibility of their, 
being religious, because under the Educa- 
tion Act of 1870 the Code was forbidden 
to touch any religious question at all. 
He contended, therefore, that the teachers | 
heretofore had satisfactorily carried on| 
their work in obedience to these two. 
authorities, the one having the super- 
vision of religious education and the) 
other of the purely secular. Why 
should not the teacher carry on the higher 
and most important part of religious 
teaching? He wished to treat the 
matter also in the interests of the teachers | 
themselves. Were they going to deprive 
the teacher of what he had hitherto felt 
to be a great part of his work, namely, 
the building up of the character of the 
pupil? He would appeal especially to his 
fellow Members from Scotland. What 
were they proudest of in the elementary 
education of Scotland ? Was it not the, 
parish schoolmaster of old days whom| 
they were proud to recognise as one of the 
best specimens of his race ? What would 
the old parish schoolmaster have thought | 
if religion had been excluded from his| 
sphere of education ? 
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Would his school 
have held the place it had in the history! 
of Scotland, or built up Scottish citizens | 
for the great work they had done for the | 
Empire? Were they going so far to! 
forget these traditions, to be false to| 
them, to underrate the great work they) 
had done, by telling the teachers that they | 
might teach their pupils secular subjects, 

that they might cram them with elemen- 

tary know ledge, that they might, if they 
were so disposed, give them a few 


Sir Henry Craik. 
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precepts of more or less ethical force, 
but that when the pupils’ enthusiasm 
was awakened to more sacred things they 
must curb their desires in that direction ? 
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Tue PRESIDENT or Taz BOARD or 
EDUCATION (Mr. Birre t, Bristol, N.) 
expressed admiration of the manner 
in which the hon. Member who moved 
the Amendment made his points 
so clear, and also complimented the 
hon. Member behind him for the ad- 
mirable reply he had given. Both these 
hon. Gentlemen bore ancient Parlia- 
mentary names, and he thought there 
was no doubt that they would maintain 
the reputation of those names in time 
to come. It was impossible for the 
Government to accept the Amendment. 
It would, in homely vernacular, “ knock 
the bottom out of their own Bill,” and 
it would make it difficult to answer the 


question which would be put to them 


from many quarters, “ What are we 
going to get for our million of money ?” 
The privilege of paying rent was not one 
which commended itself to the inhabitants 
of this country. They would naturally 
expect that if they did that there 
should be some difference in the mode 
in which the schools were conducted, and 
some hing to indicate the recognition 
of the right of the public in the schools. 
The right hon. Gentleman the Member 
for West Birmingham had spoken of 
this Bill the other day in a manner 
which attracted his attention. It was 
not a complimentary manner. The right 
hon. Gentleman was no doubt a master 
of compliments, but he had not happened 
to be within earshot of any of them. 
He said the Bill was a bad Bill, but it 
was a Bill very difficult to mend. There 
was truth in the statement, not that 
the Bill was bad—that he admitted 
to be controversial—but that this was 
not a Bill of which they could at any 
moment take up a clause and amend it 
so as to turn it inside out. It was an 
undenominational Bill, and its object 
was to establish, at all events in the 
rural districts, an undenominational kind 
of religious teaching, to enable the 
existing councils when they thought fit — 
as most of them had thought fit in the 
past, and would in the time to come, 
he hoped, think fit—to arrange for a form 
of religious teaching which he would go 
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to the grave convinced met the desires 
and wants of the great masses of the 
country. The hon. Member who had just 
sat down had made a speech from which 
it might be supposed that the unhappy 
teacher under this Bill would never have 
any opportunity of enforcing on his 
pupils the divine sanctions of religion, or 
in any way of getting at their hearts and 
imaginations through that great and 
holy channel. That was not so. All 
teachers would tell him that it was not 
only through the catechisms and formu- 
laries of a Church that they were able 
to give religious teaching in its most 
effective form. Although he did not 
ask them to be satisfied, if they were 
not so minded, with the kind of teaching 
which it was the Government’s object 
to establish in all the schools except in 
those frankly denominational schools 
contemplated by Clause 4, he did protest 
against announcements that there was 
to be no religion in those schools at all, 
and no opportunities given to the teachers 
to use religious examples and exercise 
religious influence. That was not the 
Government view. Yet the hon. Mem- 
ber drew a picture of a teacher in one 
of these schools cut off rudely from all 
opportunities of doing good in the way 
that he wished to, as if a great barrier 
were to be erected between him and his 
pupils which he could not cross, simply 
because he could not use the formularies 
and catechisms of the Church The 
reason why the clause was necessary was 
that in the greater part of the schools the 
ordinary teacher would be giving unde 
nominational teaching as part of his duty. 
In the large majority of cases that 
would be so. There might be excep- 
tions, and although what he had laid 
down was applicable to nine-tenths of 
the whole situation it might not be 
perfectly applicable to the remaining 
one-tenth. They contemplated that 
this Cowper-Temple instruction was to be 
given by the ordinary teachers because 
it was to be the school instruction and 


ought to be given by the teachers. The 
mover of the Amendment had laid 


stress on a teacher's believing in the 
definite instruction he was giving, and 
there was no means of securing that 
an ordinary elementary teacher believed 
in special dogmatic teaching. They 
could not dive into the depths of a 
VOL. CLIX. [Fourtu Series. ] 
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man’s mind, or tell how far a bishop 
of any church believed in the doctrine 
he was preaching; and from both 
Church of England and Nonconformist 
preachers he had _ heard discourses 
which led him to doubt if the preacher 
believed the doctrine he was expound- 
ing in the sense in which ordinary 
plain people believed it. They could not 
absolutely secure that ; and that being so, 
they could not do better than leave it to 
voluntary effort. In that there was 
some security that the pupil would get 
the definite precise teaching. Even then 
there would be no absolute guarantee of 
belief, for no church had yet succeeded 
in accomplishing that, but there would 
be more chance of sincere belief by volun- 
tary effort than by any other method. 
He had got into trouble when he had 
spoken of the canonical duty of the 
clergy ; but surely it was recognised as 
part of the duty of the clergy to instruct 
the young in their own creed! There was 
no need to remind the clergy that it was 
aduty which they, in the first instance, 
should undertake. At any rate he thought 
he was justitied in reminding the clergy 
of the Church of England that this was 
not a duty that they could impose upon 
State aid. He was amazed to hear the 
hon. Member who had just sat down say 
it was impossible to get such teaching in 
large schools. He was disposed to agree 
with the hon. Member for the Richmond 
Division of Yorkshire that the new 
duties would cali forth new energies, 
which would enable the Church of 
England, never slow in discharging its 
educational duties, to provide religious 
instruction to the children whose parents 
desiredeit—they would continue to give 
that instruction and in a more organised 
form. He was afraid it was too often 
true of ministers of all religions that they 
too readily assumed that the school 
children were receiving the most satis- 
factory form of religious instruction. 
Nothing was more easy than to assume 
that all was going well if one did not 
inqnire. Let one keep away from schools, 
reformatories, workhouses, prisons and he 
might become optimistic and believe that 
all was going on well. But let him go into 
a Church school, listen to the teaching 
given, watch the intelligence of the 
children, see how far they understand, 
and it would be admitted that religion was 
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_ shockingly badly taught in the majority of 


schools. If this clause was bad it was 
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bad with the badness of the Bill, which 
proceeded on an undenominational, but 
religious basis. He believed the children 
would continue to receive the religious 
instruction called for by the country, and 
that it would be good teaching according 
to the qualifications of the teacher. He 
emphatically denied that they were 
cutting off religious teaching when cutting 
otf denominational teaching to be given 
by the ordinary teacher. In the case of 
schools provided for by Clause 4, the 
teaching would be given by the teacher 
of the school, for the reason that the 
denominational character of the schools 
was recognised. Of course if thev believed 
that undenominational teaching was re- 
pugnant to a Protestant community the 
Bill would be an impossibility ; but basing 
themselves on experience of the past, and 
knowing the wishes of parents, the 
Government felt themselves on firm 
ground, and could not consent to the 
Amendment. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of London) 
said the right hon. Gentleman had 
followed his usual formula when he 
said the Bill must necessarily be a 
had Bill from the point of view of 
the Opposition, but in the attempt to 
defend the Bill on its merits and by 
reason he sometimes got into trouble. 
The right hon. Gentleman had said 
that they could not gauge the qualiti- 
cations of a teacher to teach children 
the highest truths of religion, That 
might or might not be true, but if true it 
was as true of Cowper-Temple teaching 
as of denominational teaching. The right 
hon. Gentleman had also told the Com- 
mittee that he was prepared to go to 


his grave with the firm unalterable 
conviction that the Cowper-Temple 


teaching was the form of religious teach- 
ing the mass of parents among his fellow 
countrymen desired. 

Mr. BIRRELL: In schools. 

Mr. A. J. BALFOUL said it was not 
a very easy proposition to resolve, and 
one of the difficulties was that of naming 
any form, from the literary and moral 
instruction of Dr. Clitford to the dogmatic 
Christian instruction in the Catechismn. 
Which of these two things, which differed 
as far as north and south, and as far as 
two sets of opinions on this great subject 
could differ, was the right hon. Gentleman 

Mr. Birrell. 
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going to his grave in the belief that the 
parents of this country desired for their 
children? He wished the right hon. 
Gentleman would tell them which form of 
this municipal religion the parents of the 
children really wanted. Until: jthey 
knew, they were utterly at sea as to what 
this religion really meant. When the 
right hon. Gentleman said that he admired 
Cowper-Temple teaching, he certainly did 
not mean merely literature and morality, 
as Dr. Clifford did. 

Mr, BIRRELL: He is not a syllabus. 

Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said Dr. Clifford 
was not a syllabus, but he was a force. 
He was the admitted leader of a particular 
school of religious thought who held with 
vehement conviction not merely that de- 
nominational teaching ought not to be ad- 
mitted, or encouraged, or paid for in our 
elementary schools, but also that there was 
no logical resting-place between denomina- 
tional teaching and something which was 
not religious teaching, but literary teach- 
ing. It was perplexing that they should 
have sitting in the front Bench opposite 
two gentlemen who both told them that 
the people of this country, at all events in 
the country districts, only required one 
kind of religious teaching, and when they 
were asked what kind of religious teach- 
ing, one indicated that he meant litera- 
ture and morality, and the other that 
he meant what everybody would describe 
as dogmatic, though not denominational, 
Christian teaching. He would like a 
little more agreement among Members 
of the Government on this important 
point. The inconsistency of the right 
hon. Gentleman did not stop there. He 
had told them that, although they coulil 
not judge whether a teacher was or was 
not fit to teach denominational religion, 
they could judge whether he was fit to 
teach Christian religion. What astrange 
distinction ; what an amazing paradox! 
The defence of this clause made by the 
hon. Member for the Richmond Division 
was much clearer and more forcible than 
that made by the Minister for Education. 
It was quite clear that the hon. Member 
regarded this clause as an attack upon 
the Church of England. He said it was 
quite true they had duties to the Church 
of Rome, which they had attempted 
honestly to carry out in Clause 4, but 
they had no duty to the Church of 
England, except to destroy her present 
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position. The hon. Member, following 
the example of many who held that 
opinion, had told them that by destroying 
the present position of the Church of 
England they would do that Church a 
great deal of good ; that there would be 
developed a great body of trained de- 
nominational teachers, who would go from 
voluntary school to voluntary school, and 
do all the denominational work that was 
required of them. He did not know 
whether that was a practical scheme or 
not, but if the hon. Gentleman was 
so anxious to aid the Church of England 
in becoming a more effectual educational 
machine, why did he not apply the 
same health-giving process to the Church 
Rome? He thought that what the 
hon. Gentleman really wanted was to turn 
the Church of England out of alt the 
schools from which it was possible to ex- 
clude her. He could not do it in the urban 
areas without also injuring the Church of 
Rome. But in the country districts the 
Government and the hon. Gentleman 
avowedly meant to do all they could so to 
modify our education laws that the Church 
of England would be excluded from her 
own schoo's, and the method of teaching 
which she had adopted would be allowed 
no longer. He did not think he 


Y 
Ol 


was 


exaggerating the animus observable 
among a large number of gentlemen 


opposite. They had attempted to supple- 
ment a rather crude and ungenerous 
policy by something which seemed to him 
to be absolutely rotten from the be- 
ginning, and which their own speeches 
showed to be rotten. Let them take the 
example that occurred in the speech of 
the hon. Member for the Richmond 
division, The hon. Member said it would 
he unfair to the teachers to require them 
to teach Church of England dogmas. A 
teacher might go to a village where the 
teachers had been in the habit of giving 
Church of England teaching, and if he was 
unwilling to give that teaching he might 
he subjected to social pressure, and his life 
made very uncomfortable. The hon. Gentle- 
man’s argument, if it was worth anything, 
Was as valid against sub-section (1) as it 
stuod, as it would be against the Bill if 
this sub-seetion were excluded, because a 
teacher who went to a village where 
Cowper-Temple teaching had been given, 
and was unwilling to teach undenomi- 
national religion, would be subjected to 
the same pressure and the same social 
ostracism. The hon. Member had described 
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the Amendment as an interference with 
freedom. If it was a step in the direction 


| of freedom to prevent teachers from giving 


denominational teaching, which they were 
willing and anxious to give, the hon. 
Member should go a step further towards 
perfect freedom, and say the teacher who 
was willing and anxious to teach unde- 
nominational religion shouid be forbidden 
to teach it He thought that in the 
speeches of the Minister in charge of the 
Bill, and of the hon. Member for the 
Richmond division, there was no allusion 
to the interests of the children themselves. 
There was one admission in the speech of 
the hon. Member for the Richmond 
division. It was unfair, he said, to 
the teachers to make appointments 
in village schools of teachers who 
were qualified to teach the kind of 
religion which the parents desired. Un- 
fair to whom? He seemed to think the 
teachers existed only to give secular in- 
struction ; that religion was an “ extra” 
and ought not to be considered in the 
qualifications of the teacher. To ask a 
teacher whether he was able to deal with 
reading, writing, and arithmetic, and 
secular instruct‘on generally, was right, 
hut to ask whether he was also qualified 
to teach religion, denominational or un- 
denominational, was unfair to the teacher. 
He was utterly unable to put himself in the 
frame of mind of those who deliberately 
constructed their Bill for the avowed 
purpose of preventing people who were 
realy to teach something which they 
believed from teaching that something to 
those who were anxious to be taught. 


Mr. ACLAND: It could be taught in 
the Sunday schools. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR asked whether 
freedom was to exist on only one of the 
seven days of the week? What he was 
really unable to understand was how 
hon. Gentlemen could, from the mere 
dislike of the Church of England [Mrn1- 
STERIAL cries of “Oh.” |] —— 


Mr. ACLAND: I deny that I have 
any dislike of the Church. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he was 
quite unable to understand why those 
who desired to exclude the Church of 
England from her present position as a 
teaching body in elementary schools 
should be so over-mastered by that desire 
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that they would, without seeing how para- 
doxical was their position, really prevent 
those who desired to teach from teaching 
those who desired to learn, ‘That was an 
utterly indefensible scheme, and if any- 
body told him that that, or anything like 
it, was the view of the country when 
this Bill was discussed on the platform, 
he replied that they did not really under- 
stand what the view of the country was. 
He believed them to be under the wildest 
delusions on that point. The Minister for 
Edueation had said they could not accept 
the Amendment because, if they did, what 
should they answer when the question 
was put to them, “ What are you spend- 
ing your million on 7” Had it really come 
to this—that the Government came down 
to this House and suggested that out of 
their not too flourishing finances a 
million should be expended with the 
avowed object of preventing those teach- 
ing what they were qualified to teach to 
those who were desirous of learning it ! 
They posed as the advocates of ecomony, 
they claimed to be the real guardians 
of the money of the taxpayers, and then 
they came and proposed to spend that 
money in order to destroy the position 
of the Church they disliked, although 
at the same time they prevented the 
children of the country getting the educa- 
tion the parents desired for their children. 
That was what they were doing under 
this sub-section. 
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Tue SOLICITOR-GENERAL (Sir W. 
Ropson, South Shields) said he hoped 
that the observations of the right hon. 
Gentleman with regard to the grant of 
mnoney would be repeated when the 
question came to be discussed as to how 
this money should be allocated. The 
precise scope of this sub-section, which 
the Amendment proposed to omit, was to 
prohibit the teacher who, receiving his 
salary from the State, had become a State 
otticer, from devoting his time and services 
to the interests of a particular denomina- 
tion by no means co-extensive with the 
State whose employee he was. He did 
not see how that was an attack upon 
the Church of England which simply 
reduced the Church of England to the 
same position as other religious bodies of 
having to provide for its own propaganda 
among its own children and other people's 
children. The Church demanded that this 
State officer should teach doctrines at the 
expense of the State, including Noncon- 
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' formists, to whom those doctrines were 
in some cases abhorrent, and in many 
cases dangerous from the point of view 
of their own faith. That, according to 
the Leader of the Opposition, was the 
right of the Church, and, if they attacked 
that right, the right to perpetrate that 
gross inequality and injustice, they were 
attacking the Church, they were 
manifesting a dislike of the Church. 
The Nonconformist bodies had expanded 
and prospered upon the voluntary system. 
They had heard a good deal about the 
sacrifices which the Church of England 
had made ; but they did not hear of the 
vitalising sacrifices which the Nonconform- 
ists had made. They did not regret them 
nor did they put their hands into the 
pockets of their fellow-citizens in order 
to repay them for these sacrifices. They 
had pushed their creed into the lowest 
slums of our great cities, and not content 
with that, they had carried their energies 
into the uttermost parts of the earth. 
They had done that on the voluntary 
principle. They had not asked for State 
aid ; on the contrary they had spurned 
State aid; and they had thereby in- 
tensified the spirituality of their work. 
It was possible for those who did not 
avail themselves of the ministrations of 
the Chureh of England to believe 
that that Church would gain by the 
application of those principles ; but why 
should they be charged with having a 
dislike to the Church of England? He 
wondered how the right hon. Gentleman 
would like it if he were charged with a 
dishke of Nonconformity ! He was 
not going to make any charge against 
him. He did not know whether the 
right hon. Gentleman had so far 
examined his feelings towards Noncon- 
formity as to know whether he liked it or 
not, but, judging simply by his policy, 
he seemed to regard Nonconformity as a 
very objectionable form of faith, and to 
consider that the needs of Nonconformity, 
from the point of view of its propaganda, 
were sutticiently met by school teach- 
ing which did not concern itself with 
the special doctrines of Nonconformity 
at all) The right hon. Gentleman 
desired to maintain the grievance against 
which the country so emphatically 
pronounced at the last election, and to 
continue the system under which the 
Church of England should be able to 
draw taxes, tithes, and rates from non- 
assenting members of the community and 
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so save itself from the cost of conducting 
the propiganda and the spread of its own 
particular doctrines. In these schools, 
the property of the State, it was to be 
unjust, according to the right hon. 
Gentleman, that the teacher should serve 
the State rather than some _ particular 
denomination. Having taken over the 
schools as their own property, paying 
rent for them, they were to leave them 
substantially under the control of the 
Church, because, of course, they were to 
teach their own doctrines and they were 
to have teachers who understood their 
doctrines. They knew what was the 
very essence of Church teaching. It did 
not consist in the hymn or the prayer or 
the Bible. He had heard the Bible 
referred to thronghout the debate by 
hon. Gentleman opposite as a sort of Non- 
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conformist volume. [OPPOSITION cries of 
“Oh” and “ Withdraw.” | 


THe CHAIRMAN | sa‘d he must 
request hon. Gentlemen not to keep 
on calling “ Withdraw.” 


Lorp R CECIL (Marylebone, E.): I | 
trust, Mr. Chairman, you will use your | 
influence with the hon. and learned | 
Solicitor-General to induee him not to | 
make use of unnecessarily provocative 
language. 


Sin W. ROBSON said they had had | 
Bible teaching referred to as if it 
were a Nonconformist function, satis | 
factory to the Nonconformists but | 
repulsive in many cases, if standing | 
alone, to those of other denominations. | 
Why should they be told by one of the | 
Bishops that Cowper-Temple teaching, | 
simple Bible teaching, was a dread alterna- 
tive, and by another that it was the thing 
they wanted to avoid. If they said these 
things they laid themselves open to the 
charge that they regarded Bible teaching 
as a Nonconformist and not a Church of | 
England mode of teaching, and they were | 
treating it as a Nonconformist creed of 
faith which was not to be treated as a | 
Church of England creed of faith. The | 
grievance of hon. Members opposite | 
appeared to be that they were not | 
allowed to have in schools which were | 
transferred to the state and for which the | 
State had to pay—that they were not to | 
be allowed to have those schools and | 
those teachers devoted to the propagation | 
of a particular creed of their own. | 
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Originally the Party opposite put forward 
a plea for some kind of equality to be 
afforded by all-round facilities, but the 
moment all-round facilities came to be 
dealt with in this debate they were told 
that they were impracticable. The 
contention of hon. Members opposite was 
grossly unjust to other religious denomina- 
tions and represented a policy which had 
been condemned by the country and he 
hoped would be condemned by the 
House. 


Mr WYNDHAM (Dover) said the 
Solicitor-General had provoked many 
who sat upon the Opposition side of 
the House, and it was not the first time 
that he had used provocative language. 
The object of the hon. and learned Gentle- 
man’s interventions in these debates 
passed his comprehension. He did not 
know whether the learned Solicitor- 
General felt it necessary after the 
events of last night to fan the fires ot 
religious hatred, for his speech amounted 
to an expression of hatred towards those 


| who differed from him in religious matters. 


That sort of speech did not move him to 
anger. On the contrary he preferred it 
to much that they had beard on the other 
side. He should like to have a 
verbatim report of it distributed as a 
leaflet at every meeting which they, on 
that side, addressed. It revealed the 
real motive behind this Bill and its 
ultimate objective, and made it plain that 
the Bill was an attack upon the Church oi 
England. Such attacks were part of the 
traditional apparatus of the Party to 
which the hon. and learned Gentleman 
belonged. They helped the Party when 
in political difficulties and raised the 
spirits of those amongst their supporters 
who believed that the doctrines of the 
Church of England were false and 
that the doctrines that they them- 
selves held were true. For men who 
indulged in perseeution on that ground 
he had some respect, because they 
thought they were doing good to 
their fellow countrymen and at any rate 
they had the courage of their convictions. 
Theirs was an intelligible position, 
although old fashioned, but still it was 
entitled to respect. What he did not 
think was entitled to any respect was the 
newer mode of explaining this Bill and 
clause as really a blessing in disguise 
to the Church of England, and the 
designs of the Government as much 
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wiser and better than those of the 
pastors of the Church, who understood 
her true interests and how her 
children might be brought up to be true 
and believing members of that great 
and ancient institution. The Solicitor- 
(reneral had told them that the Non- 
conformists had done a great work in 
the slums, but he did not refer to the 
work which the Church of England had 
done in those places, although every- 
body knew that the Church of England 
had made enormous sacrifices in regard 
to them. The Solicitor - General had 
taunted them with regarding the Bible as 
a Nonconformist volume. He should like 
the hon. and learned Gentleman to make 
that statement before some of their meet- 
ings in the country. He would find that 
the interruptions in this House were as 
nothing to the kind of interruption he 
would encounter there, in consequence 
of the stormy passions which such a 
statement would arouse. How could the 
hon. and learned Gentleman ask them to 
believe that this clause was not of an 
invidious chara:‘er! It was admitted 
that Clause 4 would help the Roman 
Catholic Church more than the Church 
of England, and that the Church of 
England must look to Clause 3 for 
any facilities they might enjoy under 
this Act. It was admitted that the Free 
Chureh Catechism, from the first syllable 
to the last, would be taught by teachers 
if this bill were passed in its present 
shape, because it was included under 
Cowper - Templeism. [The Soniciror- 
GENERAL dissented.| It had been sub- 
scribed to by four Nonconformist 
Denominations, Baptist, Congregation- 
alist, Weslevan and another. This 
was an invidious clause in an invidious 
Bill aimed directly at the Church 
of England. By this prohibition which 
was laid upon teachers they were return- 
ing to methods long since abandoned of 
naked religious persecution. This dis- 
ability was put on a large number of men 
simply because their religious beliefs were 
not those held by the majority who 
supported His Majesty’s Government. 
The chief objection to the “all-round ” 
facilities which were to be afforded was 
that they would bring persons into the 
school other than the teacher, and that 
the teacher's place would be taken by 
somebody else. This, moreover, was only 
to happen in the case of the Church of 
England, whose whole system of education 


Mr. Wyndham, 


{COMMONS} 








and Wales) Bill, 


was to be uprooted, and the standard of 
whose religious education was to be im- 
paired, because the Government insisted 
that in the case of the Church of England, 
and only in the case of the Church of 
England, the teacher was not to be per- 
mitted to give the religious instruction 
which he had given in the past and which 
he desired to give in the future. 
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*Mr. BUTCHER (Cambridge Univer- 
sity) said it was remarkable that, while 
in other respects the freedom of the 
teacher was most jealously safeguarded, 
suddenly in this clause they came upon 
a harsh compulsion, which was exercised 
only in the case of a teacher in a trans- 
ferred voluntary school. The teacher on 
the regular staff was forbidden to give 
the teaching of the denomination to which 
he belonged even in the hours set apart 
for that distinctive form of religious 
instruction. Surely it was as much an 
infringement of liberty to forbid a man to 
teach religion, if he wished to do so, as to 
compel him to teach it,if he did not so wish. 
On what grounds could that compulsion 
be justified? Why must an outsider 
be introduced when there was a com- 
petent teacher on the spot? The 
Minister for Education rightly set aside 
one ground that had been put forward 
in the early part of the debate, that it 
was in the interest of educational 
efficiency. His reason was quite different. 
He said that this was an undenomina- 
tional Bill, and that if this sub-section 
was bad, it was “bad with the badness 
of the Bill itself.’ If that was so he 
would put this question to the right 
hon.Gentleman: Why give facilities at 
all? And still more, why sav, as he 
had repeatedly declared, that the facili- 
ties under Clause 3 were intended to 
be a reality and not a sham? This 
sub-section could not have been better 
framed if it had been specially designed 
to make the facilities under Clause 3 
nugatory. Everybody knew that there 
were very few persons, especially in 
country districts, besides the teacher 
who, between the hours of 9 and 9.40 
in the morning, were free to give others 
religious instruction. The only other 
persons were the clergyman and perhaps 
a retired teacher; but of these, again, 
only a few were qualified to teach 
effectively. It was a most difficult thing 
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to give a simple Bible lesson to children. 
How many in that House could do it ! 
He personally had been teaching during 
a great portion of his life, but he would 
feel serious doubts as to his own power. 
The children needed the best teaching 
that could be got, and it was a wanton 
wrong to deprive them of the services of 
the skilled teacher whose heart was in 
the work. What would be the impres- 
sion left on the minds of the children 
when they saw the teacher silenced 
whom they most respected ? They must 
conelude that the religion of their parents 
was a mere adjunct, a thing tacked on 
loosely to secular education, outside the 
teacher’s duties, outside of school hours, 
so nething which could not matter much 
so far as their daily life was concerned. 
This prohibition affecting the teachers 
was, In his view, one «f the most im- 
portant features of the Bill. ‘Who is 
the teacher?” was a more important 
question than ‘ What is the syllabus /” 
Above all, in elementary teaching the 
first essential was to have a trained 
teacher. He asked the Committee to 
contrast the requirements for secular 
and for religious teaching respectively. 
The idea of secular education had been 
deepened and vitalised. New and great 
demands were made on the teachets. 
They were not content to accept the 
l.vings of other professions. They 
|.oked for men who were trained to 
their difficult task, trained to patience, 

‘t, and sympathy: men who were en- 
lightened by knowledge, inspired by en- 
thusiasm, whose spirit was quickened 
by daily contact with the fresh minds of 
the children; men whose simplicity and 
sincerity went straight to the heart of 
the young ; who spoke out of a full 
heart and a full mind and did not serve 
up fragments of knowledge, old and 
eold. When, however, they came to 
examine the Bill they found that in 
religious instruction it ignored the need 
of knowledge, of trained sympathy, and 
of intelligent control. Inno part of the 
ill was there any direction that the 
ian who taught religion, Cowper- 
Temple or any other, should possess any 
knowledge of this subject. And this 
particular clause silenced by direct enact- 


ment the trained teacher who often | 


prized as his highest privilege the right 


of teaching what to him were living and | 
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breathing truths. Theclause lowered the 
place and dignity of religious instruction 
and would in its working inflict a grave 
injury on both religion and education. 
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Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.) said that if 
anything could have induced him to sup- 
port this sub-section it would have been 
the speech of the hon. Member for the 
tichmond division of Yorkshire, for whom 
he prophesied a brilliant career in this 
House. But he differed entirely from 
the conclusions to which the hon. Gentle- 
man had come. The hon. Member said the 
chief merit of the sub-section was that by 
means of coercion it provided a way for 
teachers being free. He did not deny 
that there were cases where coercion was 
needed in order to obtain freedom, as in 
the case of great industries. But if 
people sought freedom in that way they 
must be extremely guarded in the way 
they proceed. The teachers were denied 
the right, when they volunteered to do so, 
to teach the religion in which they 
believed. He readily accepted the pro- 
vision of the following sub-section to 
exempt teachers from religious tests 
and give them liberty to refuse the 
duty of teaching a religion they did 
not feel called upen to teach; but he 
wished to know on what principle of 
logic they said that a teacher should not 
be allowed to teach the religion of the 
Church of England if he was willing to 
teach it, and believed in it, while 
he was allowed to teach Cowper- 
Temple religion. Was that their idea 
of freedom ? There were many people 
in this country who did not be- 
lieve in Cowper-Temple religion, and 
there were a growing number who did 
not believe in Christianity in any shape. 
If a teacher said he could not teach any 
religion he ought to be allowed liberty 
to refuse to teach it. But why did they 
give the teacher liberty to teach 
Cowper-Temple religion and refuse him 
liberty to teach Church of England 
religion? He could not see that at all. 
The hon. Member had said that if a teacher 
came to a village school and said he 
could not teach religion, pressure might 
be brought to bear on him. But the 
principle of the Government was this: 
because Cowper-Temple religion was 
acceptable to the Nonconformists and 
a large section of the Church of England, 
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the teacher might teach it, but they | 
would not extend to him liberty to teach 
Church of England or any other religion. 
The liberty of the teachers, therefore, 
was liberty for those who agreed with 
the Government and not for those who 
did not. That was not his idea of liberty, 
and it was not consistent with the tradi- 
tions of the Liberal Party. The hon. 
Member for the Richmond division of 
Yorkshire had said that the rights of 
Catholics were safeguarded under Clause 
4, but that was not true. Clause 4 pro- 
vided that ‘‘ where extended facilities are 
so afforded, the local education authority 
may also, if they think fit, permit the 
teachers employed in the school to give 
the instruction desired.” That _ per- 
mission would not be required but for 
the first sub-section of Clause 7, and that 
was why they were opposed to it. The 
sub-section was coercive and interfered 
with the liberty of the teacher. 


*Mr. SOARES said he was lost in 
wonder at the attitude of hon. Members 
on the Opposition side with regard to this 
clause. They had constantly been saying 
that the Bill was an insult to the Church 
of England, but the attitude which they 
were now taking up was an insult te 
the Church of England parson. What 
were thev ask nyfor ? They were asking 
that the religious denominational teach- 
ing in transferred voluntary schools 
should be given by the trained teachers 
and not by the clergymen of the Church 
of England. What was their object ? 
Did thev allege that the clergvman was 
unwilling to perform that duty? The 
Minister for Education had said that 
it was the canonical duty of the clergy- 
men to teach the young, and in 
the country districts they had plenty 
of time to perform that duty. The 
clergvmen in the country districts 
were both underpaid and underworked 
as a rule, and a little more work in this 
direction would not do them the slightest 
harm. Did hon. Members say that the 
Church cf England clergymen were in- 
competent to perform this duty? The 
late Patronage Secretary had said they 
were going to put religious teaching in the 
hands of those who were least qualified 
to give it, meaning of course the parsons. 
Surely if the parson was qualified to teach 
adults he was qualified to teach the. 

Mr. Dillon, 
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children. Did thes not hold children’s 


services and did they not consider 
themselves competent to hold them ’ 


It was the clergyman’s business to 
teach the young, and surely hon. 


Gentlemen on the Opposition side were 
not prepared to say that clergymen of 
the Church of England were incom- 
petent to do that. A clergyman who 
was genuinely interested in his work 
and wanted to take the utmost advan- 
tage of his office would be only too 
pleased to have the young people under 
his care at the most plastic period of 
their life, because they would afterwards 
come to him with their religious diffi- 
culties as they got older. Having regard 
to all the circumstances, he was at a loss 
to understand how hon. Members could 
desire the omission of this clause. 


*Mr. EVELYN CECIL (Aston Manor) 
said that the hon. Member had misinter 
preted the position of the Opposition. He 
had stated that they desired to substitute 
entirely trained teachers for the clergymen, 
but that was not so. .What they wanted 
was the alternative of getting the best 
possible teacher to give specific instruc- 
tion, and that wag theobject of this 
Amendment. If they could get a clergy- 
man, why notallowhim to goin? They 
did not want to abolish the possibility of 
having a trained teacher, because if that 
teacher volunteered, and if, in the opinion 
of the parents, he was a satisfactory 
teacher, surely he was the best possible 
person to undertake the teaching for the 
discipline of the school. Why should 
he be excluded by this clause? Hon. 
Members had twitted the Opposition with 
taking up an inconsistent position, but 
they had failed entirely to realise that their 
own position was very inconsistent with 
their former views on this question. 
They used to hear a good deal about 
sacerdotalism, and there were perpetua! 
accusations in the last Parliament that 
the policy of the late Government was 
nothing else but sacerdotalism. ,This 
clause was going to prevent a teacher 
from teaching this very thing, and it 
introduced the clergyman or the priest. 
Was that sacerdotalism ? 


Mr. SOARES: Why are you fighting 
it ? 
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Mr. EVELYN CECIL said he had | charter of freedom to urban schools and 


already explained that the Opposition 
were fighting ‘or alternatives, and the hon. 
Member's own position was one of sacerdo- 
talism. He could not congratulate the 
Ministerial Front Bench upon their de- 
fence of this sub-section, for he had ex- 
pected some argument which would 
appeal to an impartial mind. What had 
the President of the Board of Education 
said ?@ 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


Bill was difficult to amend; surely | 
that was a very feeble argument. If they 


thought an injustice was being done, 
they were within their rights in making 
some effort to removeit. The right hon. 


Gentleman said that the teacher might | 


be able during the time of secular in- 
struction incidentally to bring in a little 
religious instruction. 
that it was poor consolation and a poor 
defence of this subsection to hold that 
out as an inducement. There was no 
cuarantee that there would even be th:s 
incidental religious instruction. The 


Solicitor-General had made some re- 
marks which caused some irritation, 
and had said that the policy of 


the (pposition was grossly unequal. 
When they considered the _ pro- 
visions of Clause 4, surely everyone 
of those criticisms could be directed 
against the Solicitor-General himself. 
Why was Clause 5 to be excluded in this 
matter when Clause 4 was included / 
The teachers who were to teach ordinary 
facilities under Clause 3 were not to be 
allowed to teach those ordinary 
facilities but they might teach 
extended facilities under Clause 4. 
Hie could not see the reason for 
that distinction, and it was not fair, 
because it was giving a privilege to the 
schools under Clause 4 which was not 
given to the schools working under Clause 
3. Ee could not see any reason for this 
difference being made except that Clause 
4 most specially applied to Roman 
Catholic schools and was a bid for the 
Trish vote, and Clause 3 only applied 
to them in a much less degree. The hon. 
Member for the Richmond division of 
Yorkshire had spoken of this provision as 
a charter of freedom for the village 
teachers. 


but it was not a charter of absolute 
freedom. Then, again, this was only a 


'religion, namely, the 
It seemed to him | 


It was a charter to them to | 
teach what the hon. Member desired, | barrassment and pain. 


not to rural schools. He did not 
see any reason why trained teachers 
should not be allowed to give specific 
teaching if they were competent, if 
they volunteere|, and if the parents 
desired it. It would be grossly unfair 
if this sub-section was adopted. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 


He had merely observed that the | E.) did not see how the hon. Member 


opposite could made out that this sub- 
section was a fair provision. Under it 
the teacher might be allowed to teach 
Cowper-Temple religion, but why should 


he not be allowed to teach any other form 


of religion? Why should the teacher 
be allowed to teach only that form of 
Cowper-Temple 
teaching, which satisfied hon. Members 
opposite ? It simply was not fair, and 
it could not possibly recommend itself 
to those who did not believe in Cowper- 
Temple religion. The more one looked 
into this scheme the more one came 
to the conclusion that, taken as a whole, 
the object of the Bill was to endow 
one form of religion at the expense of 
other forms. Church of England 
people, Catholics, and other denomina- 
tions had to pay their share of the rates, 
vet in the vast majority of the schools this 
new form of religion was to be taught 
and practically none other. That was 
a one-sided arrangement. It would be 
much fairer, if thev were going to put 
this disability upon the teacher, to say 
that he should not be allowed to teach 
anv form of religion at all. There would 
then be,at any rate, some semblance of 
fairness. The facilities under Clause 4 
might or might not be given. The local 
authority might or might not allow 
the teacher to teach any particular reli- 
sion. They were entirely at the mercy 
of the local authority, and they were at 
the mercy of whoever might happen for 
the time being to be the head of the 
Education Department. Under these 
circumstances he really did not see how 
they could expect that those who did not 
believe in the Cowper-Temple form of 
religion should be satisfied with this. 
He confessed that the whole discussion 
was fraught with a good deal of em- 
There was not 
part o1 


Member 


the slightest desire on his 
on the part of any Catholic 
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intentionally to say anything which | 
would be in the slightest degree 


offensive to the opinions of hon. Gentle- | 
men opposite. They did not in the 
slightest degree find fault with those who 
were satisfied with simple Bible teach- 


ing. They were entitled to their opinion, 
and it had their respect, but they 
did claim that those who could not | 


accept that particular form of religion 
should have their opinions respected also, 
and that there should not be a hard and 
fast rule laid down that under this Bill, 
which was supposed to deal with the 
people of the country generally, making 
it impossible for any teacher to teach any 
religion but the Cowper-Temple form. 
They were going to be called upon 
to pay their fair share of the rates, 
They did not complain on that account: | 
all they asked was that as they were 
going to pay man for man the same 
proportion Noneonformists — and 
members other denominations, 
they should at least get the same fair 
play which was to be given all through 
this Bill to those who were satisfied with 
Cowper-Temple teaching. It was far 
better for everyone concerned that there 
should be a policy of give and take so 
that there might be the hope of the Bill 
attaining success instead of being passed 
in a shape which would leave many de- 
nominations dissatisfied, and give rise 
to fresh agitation and disturbance in 
the country, and so necessitate the 
whole matter being re-discussed in the 
House at an early date. 


as 
of 


Mr. MIDDLEMORE (Birmingham, N.) 
said the speech of the Solicitor-General 
had given very great pain on the Op- 
position side of the House and they 
felt that they had been very much 
misrepresented and something very much 
hike slandered. The hon. and learned 
Gentleman had spoken of their having a | 
feeling of repulsion to Bible teaching. | 
That was exactly the opposite to what | 
was really thecase. They founded them- 
selves on Bible teaching. The Prayer | 
Book was founded on Bible teaching, 
and so was the Catechism, and they only | 
claimed the right of teaching and in- 
terpreting the Bible in their own way. 
What they claimed for themselves they | 
conceded to every Dissenter inthe country. | 


This clause seemed to be the climax of a | 
Mr. Willi m Redmond. 
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long series of confiscations of religious 
freedom and the rights of  con- 
science. Church teaching was to be confis- 
cated in favour of that approved by 
Dissenters. The rights of Church parents 
were to be confiscated by and to give place 
to the rights of Dissenting parents. The 
freedom of the local authority in acting 
for the parents of the children was to 
be curtailed. The children’s rights and 


interests were utterly forgotten and 
ignored, And now it was the teacher’s 
turn. He was to be straight-waistcoated 


and to have his liberty abridged. Why 
should not the teacher have the liberty of 
teaching what he sincerely believed in 
to those who were anxious to learn ? 
It was the only thing he could teach 
well—that in which he believed. If he 
were allowed to teach it they would 
double his influence; if they prevented 
him from teaching it, they would half 
his influence. Why should they intro- 
duce this interloping outsider ? 


An HON. MEMBER: Does the hon. 
Gentleman refer to the clergy ? 


Mr. MIDDLEMORE said he was not 
specially referring to the clergy. Un- 
doubtedly the clergy would not be able 
to get in to give this teaching, as they 
would not have the time. The first 
thing they would get would be a dis- 
orderly class, for the influence of the 
teacher would be weakened. If thev 
tried to introduce this clause into Scotland 
it would be rejected with scorn. If they 
tried to introduce it into Ireland it would 
be met with rebellion. He believed it 
would be only possible to maintain it 
in England if faith failed them, and they 
were willing to adopt moral teaching 
without the sanction of worship and 
of religion. 


Mr. BIRRELL said there were many 
Amendments to be considered this even- 
ing and he hoped the Committee would 


/come to a decision on this one. 


*Mr. HAROLD COX (Preston) said 
that unless there were good reesons it 
was a strong measure to prohibit a man 
from teaching what he wanted to teach. 
One reason given was that the teacher 
was the servant of the State. A post- 


man was also a servant of the State, 
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and no one would debar him from giving 
religious instruction ina school. Another 
reason was that in villages if they al- 
lowed the teacher to teach the Catechism 
they would create a special demand for 
those who were willing to teach the 
Catechism and exclude others, and that 
this would be unfair to the teachers, 
orsome of them. What he suggested was 
that there would be no disadvantage to 
the community in having teachers who 
were willing to teach the Catechism so 
long as they had other teachers who were 
willing to give Cowper-Temple teaching. 
He urged that the clause should be 
confined to schools where there was only 
one teacher. 
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*Sir WILLIAM ANSON (Oxford Uni- 
versity) said there had been an extreme 
paucity of arguments from the Govern- 
ment side of the House in support of the 
clause. There was no argument in the 
speech of the Solicitor-General. It was 
simply a denunciation of the Church of 
England. When the hon. and learned 
Gentleman said that Churchmen were 
complaining because they were asked 
to provide for their own propa- 
ganda he failed to remember what the 
position hitherto had been. All that 
they asked was that they should be al- 
lowed to employ and pay for teachers who 
were willing to teach. When the hon. and 
learned Gentleman said that the Non- 
conformists schools had thriven without 
the aid of the State he should remember 
that the very form of teaching favoured 
by Nonconformists had been provided 
at the expense of the rates. Under these 
circumstances a reference to a manual 
giving the history of elementary educa- 
tion in this country might assist the 
Solicitor-General. The hon. Member for 
Barnstaple had dwelt on the duty of the 
clergymen to teach in the rural school, 
but he had said nothing of the similar duty 
that might fall to the clergyman in the 
urban schools. The hon. Member had said 
that no hardship could possibly arise from 
the exclusion of the ordinary teacher of 
the school from the giving of religious 
instruction, because the clergyman would 
come in and teach, but he should bear in 
mind that there was an appreciable num- 
ber ofrural villages where the clergyman 
had left the giving of religious instruction 
with perfect confidence to the teacher 
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who was willing to give the instruction, 
while he looked in from time to time and 
occasionally took part in the teaching. 
There were other cases in which the 
clergyman could not teach. He did 
not know whether the hon. Gentleman 
had himself tried his hand at teach- 
If he had he might have found 


ing. 
that everyone had not the capacity 
for it. It was not evervbody who 


could approach the mind of a child in a 
rural elementary school. This clause 
had been called a charter of freedom for 
the teachers. So far from being a 
charter of freedom it appeared to him 
to impose a definite disability on the 
teachers. They were told also that it was 
a boon to the villages. He really won- 
dered what picture of a rural village was 
present to the mind of the hon. Member 
who talked in that way. The squire was 
not always walking up and down the 
village streets scowling at the Non- 
conformists. The clergy were not always 
preaching against the wickedness of the 
Nonconformity. Nonconformist — chil- 
dren were not always skulking about the 
streets cowed and abashed in the presence 
of Chureh of England children. The 
great bulk of the rural villages in edu- 
cational matters were working very 
smoothly, and they would go on doing 
so until this Bill was brought into opera- 
tion, if it was ever brought into operation. 
Then he thought hon. Gentlemen 
opposite, and particularly those who 
represented rural constituencies, would 
find the change not so much for the 
better as they supposed. 


Mr. GEORGE WHITE (Norfolk, 
N.W.) said that an hon. Gentleman who 
addressed the Committee this afternoon 
had charged hon. Members on the Minis- 
terial side of the House with inconsistency 
in the arguments they had brought for- 
ward. It seemed to himthat there wasa 
great measure of inconsistency in some of 
the arguments of hon. Members on the 
other side. The demand made on the other 
side was that a teacher, if he was to give 
religious instruction, should have the 
qualification for the task. That would 
make it absolutely certain that there 
must be tests. They could not know 
whether a teacher was fit to give special 
religious instruction unless they had 
tests. There were few Members of the 
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Committee who would not admit that 
the two prominent things which this 
Bill was brought in to meet were, first of 
all, the existing tests in regard to 
teachers ; and secondly, the question of 
local control. If this sub-section were 
cut out of the Bill the tests would be 
maintained, and that would be a gross 
injustice to many thousands of teachers 
throughout the Kingdom. It would en- 
tirely prevent their having equal chances of 
promotion. Unless hon. Members oppos- 
site were prepared to maintain that the 
tests for teachers should still continue 
he did not see how they could ask 
to have the sub-section excised. He 
had no doubt the Committee would by 
an overwhelming majority reject the 
Amendment, and by so doing they would 
get the thanks of the great body of 
teachers throughout the Kingdom. In 
a letter in the Schoolmaster the writer, 
who signed himself “ High Churchman,” 
said that he loved the Church, but loved 
freedom more, and he would rather that 
a hundred were prevented from teaching 
than that one should be forced against 
his inclination to give dogmatic teaching. 
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North-West Norfolk had stated that in 
the division on this Amendment thev 
would settle the question of religious 
tests for teachers. He wished to point 
out that under the Bill there were to 
be different classes of schools. There 
would be tests for the teachers in some 
of these schools. It was very clear. 
therefore, that in regard to the State- 
aided schools they would still have a 
test. The “four-fifths” schools would. 
under this clause, remain in exactly the 
same position as at present and they would 
have exactly the same tests. Turning 
to the provided schools. the teachers 
would have to prove to the local educa- 
ition authority that they were able to 
igive undenominational teaching unde: 
ithe Cowper-Temple Clause. Therefore. 
jagain, the local authority must have 
|some test. He insisted that that was a 
idistinct endowment of one particular 
form of teaching as against others. 
| Therefore, they found that in every class 
jof school a test would stil! remain. 

| 








Question put. 
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*Mr. ASHLEY (Lancashire, Blackpool) 
said that the Amendment he now moved 
was that a teacher employed in a public 
elementary school should be allowed 
to be present during the time allotted 
for special -eligious instruction for the 
purpose of maintaining discipline. This 
Amendment was, perhaps, not so im- 
portant as others which had _ been 
discussed, but it was still substantial. 
In regard to the schools under clause 
4 and the old board schools, no difficulty 
would arise, because the teacher in that 
case would give the instruction; but 
there would be a difficulty in the case 


of schools under Clause 3 where de- 
nominational instruction was to be 
given on two days in the week. 


Unless the teacher were allowed to be 
present during the time that religious 
education was given the discipline of 
the school would suffer. Therefore he 
thought the teacher ought to be present 
to maintain that discipline. The religious 
instruction would be given by the 
vicar, the Nonconformist minister, the 
curate, the parish worker, or perhaps 
by a perfect stranger, and although 
they all must agree that in many cases 
these people would be able to maintain 
discipline, yet there would be many cases 
in which they could not do so. Under 
Clause 3, two forms of religious teaching 
were to be allowed and the danger of that 
The Com- 
mittee ought to have some enlighten- 
ment as to whether the inspector of 
the Board could or could not come 
into a school where religious instruction 
was being given. If the inspector could 
come in why could not the teacher also 
he present. 
Amendment. 


state ot things Was obvious. 


He begged to move his 


Amendment proposed— 

“Tn page 4, line 13, after the word ‘school,’ 
to insert the words ‘may be present during 
the time allotted for special religious instrue- 
tion for the purpose of maintaining discipline, 
but.’”—(Ur. Ashley.) 


Question proposed, “That those words 
be there inserted. ” 
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Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 4. , 


Mr. BIRRELL said that the Amend- 
ment provided that the temporal power 
should be present during the time that 
religious instruction was being imparted ; 
in other words, that the man with the 
stick should be there. There was 
nothing in the clause which prohibited 
the teacher from being present while 
religious instruction was going on, and he 
did not think that it was necessary to 
insert in the Bill an obligation upon the 
school teacher to be present. He might 
be engaged in giving another kind of 
religious instruction elsewhere. 


t. CECIL : 


Lorp 


Then he may be 
there ? 


Mr. BIRKRELL replied that of course 
he might be there. It was entirely a 
matter of arrangement and not one for 
statutory declaration. He had no doubt 
the teacher who had to look after the 
character of his own school would see 
that he was occasionally present, until 
such time as these young and unruly per- 
sons could be brought to bear religious 
instruction at the hands of their pastors 
and masters. He did not think there 
was any necessity for the insertion of 
the words. He did not think moreover 
that the inspectors of the Board of Edu- 
cation had anything to do with this 
religious instruction. He thought that 
religious intruction was a very import- 
ant thing in connection with these schools, 
and he would be glad if their inspectors 
were able to give them reports as to 
the way in which the religious edu- 


cation was conducted. He thought 
the teachers would be better for the 


criticisms of the inspector, but the latter 
had no lvcus stundi to visit the schools 


when religious instruction was being 
given. 
Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.) in- 


quired how, if the inspector might not 
be present, the clause was going to be 
carried out. 


Mr. BIRRELL did not think the 
presence of the inspector during the hour 
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of religious instruction was in any way 
necessary to secure full effect being given 
to the clause. If a teacher gave the 
religious instruction of a special character 
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which the clause prohibited him from | 


giving, he would be doing an illegal act, 
and the local education authority could 
deal with the matter. The inspectors 
of the Board of Education had never had 
devolved upon them the duty of inspect- 
ing religious education in the schools. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY said it appeared 
that the ordinary teacher must not even 
strike the tuning fork for the purpose of 
religious instruction, and what he wanted 
to know was whether there ought not to 
be some Archbishop of Cowper-Templeism 
who would decide whether the unfor- 
tunate religious teacher was doing right 
or wrong. He wanted to put a particular 
case. Supposing a perfectly conscientious 
teacher was giving instruction which he 


thought carried out the — provisions 
of Cowper-Templeism, and the local 
authority said that it was not the 
Cowper-Temple form of religion, The 


right hon. Gentleman declared that the 
inspector was never going to be present 
and that it was not his duty to be 
present. The teacher might be an 
atheist, and who was to judge between 
the local authority and him?! If there 
would not be any judge he wanted to 
know what was the value of this clause. 
He put that question to hon. Gentlemen 
below the gangway opposite who thought 
that they were getting relief from the 
terrible Church of England. This was 
really an attempt to blindfold the devil 
in the dark. The teacher might teach 
what he liked, and if there was any 
dispute between the teacher and the local 
authority and there was nobody to judge, 
he thought that the last state would be 
: than the first. 


*THoe CHAIRMAN said he did not 


know how the hon. Gentleman was going 


to end his speech or he would have inter- | 


vened sooner, They were not dealing 
with the question of Cowper-Templeism 
nor even of the supervision of the Church 
of England. They were dealing with the 
question of whether teachers should or 
should not give instruction of a special 
character, and the Amendment proposed 
that the teacher should be present at the 


Mr. Birrell. 
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Biss cs instruction for the purposes 
| keeping orders only. 

| 

| Mr. T. M. HEALY said his point was 
that if the ordinary teacher might not be 
present and the superior authority was 
not to be represented what was the value 
of this clause? It was entirely new to 
him that the State was not going to super- 
vise the carrying out of the provisions of 
| the clause. 


Mr. BIRRELL said that religious 
instruction was no new thing. It had 
gone on since 1870, and the inspectors of 
the Board of Education had never had 
devolved upon them inspection of the 
religious instruction in the schools. They 
had never said anything about it and 
had never criticised it in any way, and 
under that system Cowper-Templeism 
had gone on pretty satisfactorily and 
was likely so to go On. 


*THE CHAIRMAN said they were not 
talking about Cowper-Templeism at. all, 
They were dealing with religious training 
of a special character. 


Lorp kh. CECIL supported the Amend- 
ment, which he thought would prevent a 
hostile education authority from forbid- 
ding the attendance of the teacher during 
the hour of religious instruction and so 


adding further weight to the burden 
which denominational religion would 
have to bear under this Bill. They 


wished to take care by the Amendment 
that the religious instruetion accorded by 
the religious teacher should not 
regarded with dislike and disapproval by 
the parents of the children to whom it 
was given. The teaching of religion 
might be handed over to someone who 
might injure the school, and their 
contention was that the teacher should 
be allowed to be present to keep order 
and to show by his presence that he did 


he 


not disapprove of this teaching. He 
attached great importance to the 


Amendment, though he had given up all 
hope that any justice or generosity would 
come from hon. Gentlemen opposite. He 
had entered upon this discussion with 
some hope that justice would be done, 
but he had been disappointed. The local 
education authority might do their best 
to keep the teacher out, so that the 
‘lesson would probably be given under 
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no importance or effect. 
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Strauss, E -A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James) Sunderland) 





Mr. BRIDGEMAN (Shropshire, Os- 
westry) said the Amendment he now 
moved was intended to extend to the 
teachers the same religious liberty on 
week days 


to them on Sundays. They had heard a 


great deal about freedom, and abolition | 
of tests, and mandates for the abolition | 


of tests, but his Amendment would give 
the teachers liberty to do as they liked, 
and not as the Government liked. 


way in which the Government were 


carrying out their mandate reminded him | 


of the American who said, “‘ We have 
absolute liberty ; everyone does as he likes, | 
and if he won’t do it we make him.” 

The right hon. Gentleman said the local 


authority would be entitled to ascertain | 


whether the teachers were or were not 


unfitted to give Cowper-Temple teaching, | 
so that the freedom given here was very | 
one-sided, They were not to be free | 


from tests such as Nonconformists de- 
sired, but only in such cases where | 
the tests could possibly be of any | 
advantage to the Church of England. | 
There was a good deal of apprehension in 
the House as to the attitude of voluntary | 
school teachers on the point. He be- 
lieved that the large majority of school | 
teachers did not wish to be prevented 
from giving special religious teaching. 


The Liverpool and District Voluntary. 


School Teachers’ Association, which re- 
presented over 600 certificated teachers, 


Wason, JohnCatheart(Orkney) | 
Watt, H. Anderson j 


that sub-section (2) extended | 


The | 





had, after very careful deliberation, passed 
a resolution to the effect that in trans- 
ferred schools the ordinary teacher should 
not be precluded from giving religious 
teaching of a special character. ‘He 
thought that represented the opinion of 
voluntary school teachers all over the 
country. He claimed for the teachers 
'the right to give, or to abstain from 
| giving, religious teaching of a distinctive 
character. He did not suggest that 
|there should be any compulsion in the 
matter. He wanted to give the 
|freedom to refuse or to agree to give 
religious teaching which they thought 
‘themselves most capable of giving. 
He thought that many teachers 
would find it difficult to adhere to the 
Cowper-Temple form of teaching. There- 
fore they ought to be free not only to 
refuse Cowper-Temple teaching but 
to give special religious teaching 
| with which they had been familiar 
for years. It was perfectly absurd to 
| say ‘that by giving to Church schools 
‘Church teachers they were interfering 
| with educational progress. If there were 
more teachers than schools, then they 
| might fail to select the best; but there 
were not enough certificated teachers 
to go round, and so this proposal could 
not interfere with educational progress. 
It was quite possible that the whole of the 
children in a school under this Bill might 
'wish the same trained teacher to teach 
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them who had been giving them this | 


instruction before. But they could not 
have that teacher unless they put in some 
Amendment such as he had suggested. 
Anyone familiar with village life for 
any considerable period must have ob- 
served that there were devoted and 
earnest school teachers who, although 
fully qualified by secular  qualifica- 
tions to take a post where they might 
have got higher remuneration than in 
a Church school, had consented to 
forego such an appointment because 
of their devotion to their own religion. 
They should consider the effect 
that such an example would have 
upon village life, and then they would 
be able to realise that by depriving 
hundreds of villagers of advantages like 
that they would be doing a vast amount 
of harm and no good whatever. He 
earnestly begged the President of the 
Board of Education to seriously consider 
the amount of harm this clause would 
do as it stood, and the amount of good 
that could be done by accepting the 
Amendment. He begged to move. 


i. Amendment proposed— 

‘‘In page 4, line 14, to leave out the word 
‘vive, and insert the words ‘be required as 
a ccndition of his or her employment to give or 
to abstain from giving.’ ”—(Mr. Bridgeman. ) 


Question proposed, “ That the word 
ae ee z Cle ” 
give’ stand part of the Clause. 


Mr. BIRRELL said the hon. Member’s 
speech seemed to say over again what 
they believed to be a misapprehension 
of the consequences of adopting this Bill. 
He wished to point out that there was 
no strict interpretation by law of Cowper- 
Temple instruction. He thought the 
hon. Member’s dread of local education 
authorities came with rather an ill 
grace from him, because he knew per- 
fectly well that so far from desiring to 
take this view, the difficulty was to get 
them to take any interest at all in the 
inatter. There was no reason whatever 
to suppose that they would spend their 
time going about trying to find out the 
precise flavour and quality of the reli- 
gious teaching which was being given by 
a really good teacher; all they were 
anxious about was to see that the school 
~yas kept in good order, and that there 


Mr. Bridgeman. 
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was a large average attendance. He 
would suggest to the hon. Member, who 
was most fair-minded, that there was no 
ground for his fear lest the devoted and 
earnest teacher, who was such an advan- 
tage to the village, would be prevented 
from giving precisely the same religious 
teaching which he or she had been in the 
habit of giving, except so far as that 
teaching was purely catechetical. They 
did not think they were interfering with 
the teacher giving sound religious teach- 
ing in accordance with his or her con- 
victions. One of the merits of the 
syllabus of instruction was that in no 
way did it put any restraint upon the 
conscience or upon the utility of the 
teacher, who was able to give without 
anyfrestriction whatever, that teaching 
which his or her good feeling would lead 
him or her to adopt. This Amendment 
was really bringing up the same facts 
as the one already disposed of. The 
Committee had come to a conclusion 
upon the question of excluding the 
regular teacher from the task of giving 
this facility teaching, and they could not 
consent to an Amendment which would 
have the effect of throwing open the 
door to conditions which they could not 
admit. 
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*Mr. CAVE said the fact that this 
clause if passed would silence the 
teacher was a matter within the 
knovledge of them all. Devoted men 
and women had for years past given 
denominational teaching. This section 
proposed that they should no longer 
be allowed to give that form of religious 
instruction even if they were anxious to 
give it, and the local education authority 
desired that they should do so. He did 
not believe that the majority of the 
teachers were in favour of thisclause. He 
knew that the Church of England teachers 
and the teachers of other denominations 
objected to it. At a meeting of London 
teachers, at which more than 1,500 of the 
teachers in London voluntary schools 
were present, a resolution was passed 
unanimously strongly protesting against 
the proposal to forbid the teachers 
to give denominational instruction and 
claiming on behalf of every elementary 
school teacher absolute freedom to give 
or refrain from giving any religious 
instruction whatever, denominational or 
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undenominational. That resolution 
showed that 1,500 London school teachers 
objected to be shackled in this way. 
Surely there was no harm in allowing 
them to continue teaching what they had 
taught before? Again, how were they 
going to enforce this provision? He 
did not envy the position of the Board of 
Kducationif the Board was called upon to 
punish a teacher who ventured to give 
teaching of this kind. They were claim- 
ing freedom for the local education 
authority to prescribe that their teachers ; 
should or should not teach. Clause 3 
teaching was to be a legal form of in- 
struction, and all they were asking for was 
freedom to give what had already been 
sanctioned by Parliament. They were 
asking for this for the sake of the children. 
Surely it was admitted that whatever 
teaching was sanctioned by law ought 
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to be efficiently given. The hon. Member 
for North Camberwell had told them that 
teaching given by outsiders would not 
be so good as the teaching hitherto 
given by the teachers in voluntary 
schools. The teacher had influence over 
the school, and loomed large in the eyes | 
of the children; he was most likely to | 
succeed in getting a holl over their minds | 
and in instilling into them the principles | 
of religion. Therefore, if they wanted | 
effective religious teaching it should be | 
given by the teachers in the schools. 
They wanted this matter left in the 
hands of the local authority, who would 
make terms with the teacher for giving 


secular teaching, and might at the | 
same time agree to the terms under | 


which, if willing to do so, he should | 
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vision like that contained in the 
Amendment might affect the appoint- 
ment of teachers. A teacher might 
be qualified to give secular instruction 
but he might not be appointed unless he 
was able to satisfy the local authority 
that he was qualified to give dogmatic 
instruction as well. At the back of all 
this there was also the position of the 
teacher declining to give any religious 
instruction at all, but such cases were so 
few that he thought they might very well 
dismiss them altogether out of their 
consideration. His hon. friend desired 
that religious teaching in the school: 
should go on. With regard to the 
single school in the villages the teaching 
would be the same in the future as it had 
been in the past. 
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*THE CHAIRMAN : Order, order. The 
hon. Member seems to be discussing the 
question which was discussed this after- 
noon. I understand that the Amend- 
ment deals only with a requirement 


or obligation laid down in the terms 
of appointment. 
enter upon a subject in regard to which 
a long discussion has 
place this afternoon. 


We must not again 


already taken 


Mr. YOXALL said it had been stated 


that the teachers in voluntary schoels 
as a rule desired to have full liberty 
with regard to this religious teaching. 
He wished to point out on the other 
hand that there were also a great number 
of people who did not desire that this 
liberty should be given, and they felt 


that to give it would interfere with the 
liberty of a good many other teachers. 
a . 1 ¢C assure » Committee that the 
religious teaching, and he thought that 1H —— — : geen , — i 
ae P rachare mNer: , + ,3]Te n 
some such provision as was contained | teat so — not clesire this 
i i | particular Ame e ASS. 
in this Amendment was necessary. | particular Amendment to pa 


| 


give religious teaching. Nobody was | 
asking that the State should pay for this 


Mr. YOXALL (Nottingham, W.) | The Committee divided :—Ayes, 262; 
said that in the village schools a pro-| Noes, 128. (Division List No. 185.) 
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*Lorp R. CECIL moved an Amend-| religious instruction under Clause 3. 
ment, the effect of which, he said, In the first place it was said that if once 
would be to forbid a teacher from giving | a teacher was allowed to give denomina- 
undenominational as well as denomina- | tional instruction they would introduce 
tional instruction. It would put the| tests by a side wind. Were they not 
teacher in the position of not giving any | introducing tests if they allowed a 
religious instruction at all except under | teacher to give undenominational in- 
Clause 3. He had listened with atten- | struction 2 
tion ‘to the debate with reference to| hon. Gentleman, except perhaps the 
this matter, and had endeavoured to| right hon. Gentleman in charge of the 
ascertain the objections to the employ- | Bill, had really made himself acquainted 


ment of the teacher to give the special 


He did not believe that any 


with what undenominational instruction 
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meant. He would take for illustration 
the syllabus of the county of Cornwall. 
It was a very elaborate and_ highly 
dogmatic form of religion, and it might 
be shortly described as the Free Church 
Catechism put in the form of a syllabus. 
He did not wish to throw any scorn on 
the Free Church Catechism, but anyone 
who had read that document. would 
agree with him that it was highly 
dogmatic. He found in the syllabus a 
provision that at a certain stage in the 
curriculum the scholars were to repeat 
with suitable explanations the Lord’s 
Prayer, the Ten Commandments, the 
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Apostles’ Creed, and other things. Then 
he found this note— 
“The teacher shall explain the Holy 


Catholie Church to mean the whole body of 
Christian people dispersed throughout the 
world, and the words ‘ He descended into hell, 
to mean that he descended into the unseen 
world.’” 

He would not discuss here whether that 
was or was not the right interpretation 
of the words, but it was an interpretation 
which a considerable number of Chris- 
tians in this country would not accept, 
and certainly it would not be accepted 
without explanation. He did not think 
hon. Members from Ireland would dis- 
pute that proposition. He was not 
competent to say what all the Members 
of the Church of England would say, 


but it was quite plain that the 
Roman Catholics would not accept 
the meaning given in the _ note. 


Suppose a Roman Catholic applying for 
a teachership were to say: “I see 
your syllabus. Am I expected to teach 
that?” “Oh, ves.” said the local 
authority ‘ You are expected, but you 
may refuse.” What was to happen ? 
Was that a test or not? Were they 
to inquire whether a teacher could or 
could not teach that doctrine, or were 
they to accept him without inquiry ? 
In the case of an agnostic or an atheist, 
how were they to ascertain whether such 
a person applying for a post held opinions 
which would prevent him from giving 
effectively and conscientiously dogmatic 
teaching such as was contained in the 
Cornwall syllabus without submitting 
the teacher to a test? It appeared to 
him that under this clause they could not 
allow a teacher to give Church of 
England teaching, even though willing, 
because it would inevitably involve look- 
Lord R. Cecil. 
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ing about for a teacher who could give 
that instruction conscientiously. Pre- 
cisely the same reasoning applied to un- 
denominational teaching. He could not 
conceive any reason which could come 
from the Ministerial side of the House 
which should prompt teachers to give 
undenominational teaching if they 
thought it wrong todoso. The argument 
was brought forward by the Solicitor- 
General that because teachers would 
henceforth be State officers they must have 
nothing to do with denominational religion. 
Why should they have more to do 





with undenominational than with de- 
nominational religion? It had _ been 


argued that to allow teachers to give 
denominational instruction would be a 
hardship on the minority. He had never 
been able quite to understand why it 
was a hardship on the minority to allow 
teachers to give the teaching which they 
believed to children whose parents de- 
sired that the teaching should be given. 
He presumed it was because it put the 
children in a better position to receive 
the instruction they desired than the 
minority children who did not desire that 
instruction. There were many who 
would reject and disapprove of the un- 
denominational teaching. He took for 
the sake of example the Cornwall syllabus. 
though there were others much more 
oftensive from the Church of England 
point ef view. Unless they accepted 
his Amendment, they were going to say 
that the children might be taught that 
syllabus, and in that sense the teaching 
was endowed by the State. Were the 
Government going to say that it was a 
hardship upon the minority to allow the 
majority to receive from the State-paid 
teacher the particular religious instruction 
which the majority preferred? If they 
did, he submitted that as a mere matter 
of logic and justice, that position was 
absolutely indefensible. If they insisted 
upon forbidding the teachers in the 
Church of England schools to give 
teaching which they believed in and in 
which the children believed, the Govern- 
ment were bound also to forbid teachers 
to give undenominational — teaching. 
Otherwise, they would be endowing a 
| particular form of religion with State 
funds, and the people of England would 
understand what the Government were 
[MINISTERIAL dissent.] He did 





dcing. 
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not expect to convince hon. Gentlemen 
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opposite; but he did expect to make 
some of them uncomfortable. H» had 
had the advantage of discussing this 
matter with some of the voluntary school 
teachers, and many of them told 
him that they were anxious to teach 
the religion in which they devotedly 
believed, and which the children were 
anxious to receive; and these teachers 
also informed him that the religious in- 
struction which the children received 
was the only barrier between them and 
sin and crime. He demanded justice 
and equal treatment for all religions. 
It they forbade the teachers to give 
denominational instruction, then they 
were bound equally to deny the same 
privilege to the undenominational 
teachers. 


Amendment proposed— 


‘To leave out in Sub-section 1 all the words 
after ‘instruction’ in line 14 to the words 
‘under this Act’ in line 17.’ ” 


Question proposed, * That the words 
proposed be left out stand part of the 


] oe. 
Ciause, 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said that the 
arguments in favour of sub-section (1) 
which had been put forward that after- 
noon had not been believed in by those 
who put them forward. Amongst others 
the speech of the Solicitor - General 
appeared to him to be equally lacking in 
logic and in taste. It was as offensive 
as it could be to those who happened to 
differ from the Government. It showed 
clearly that hon. Gentlemen opposite 
objected not to dogma, but to the 
Church of England. It was an 
outrage both to the teachers and 
to the parents of the children that the 
teachers should be prevented from teach- 
ing that which they were prepared to 
teach and which the children were pre- 
pared to receive. The measure of liberty 
left by the Bill was not sufficient. It 
was utterly inadequate; but it was a 
measure of liberty so far as it went. 
According to the speech of the Minister 
for Education it permitted full Church of 
ingland teaching to be given provided the 
schoolmaster abstained from mentioning 
the Church Cathechism. If the right hon. 
Gentleman was right in his interpretation, 


{3 JuLy 1906} 


and Wales) Bill, 1702 


that was a considerable measure of liberty 
and he did not wish it to be restricted, 
but he objected to the way in which 
it was put. It would sometimes lead 
to evasion on the part of the teachers 
if they were to be allowed to teach the 
most orthodox doctrine of every de- 
nomination provided they refrained from 
using the formularies of that denomina- 
tion. He did not wish to restrict what 
liberty was given and, therefore, while 
agreeing with much that had been said 
by his noble friend, he was not able to 
support the Amendment. 


Mr. STUART (Sunderland) said he 
very much doubted whether this Amend- 
ment was in order, because the Committee 
had, at an early period of the discussion 
on this Bill. decided against secular edu- 
cation. If the Committee would look 
for one moment they would see that the 
result of carrying this Amendment would 
be that in all provided schools there would 
be no religious teaching at all, because 
it was not possible to give religious 
undenominational teaching except 
through the master of the schools. The 
only schools in which religious teaching 
would be given would be those which 
had facilities under Clauses 3 and 4. 


Lerp R. CECIL: Why would it be 
impossible to give religious teaching In 
the provided schools ? 


Mr. STUART : Because there was only 
an arrangement under Clauses 3 and 4 
for giving the denominational religious 
teaching which had _ existed before. 
He very much doubted whether this was 
strictly in order, and it was only on 
account of the Deputy-Chairman allowing 
it to proceed that he felt it must be in 
order. He wished to point out, however, 
that the Committee had decided at an 
early period of the discussion on this Bill 
against secular education. 


Mr. T. M. HEALY said that he had 
spent a day in looking through the 
syllabuses of the different education 
authorities, and he should like to know 
what was the religion of the Dowager 
Lady Tweedmouth. The point was of 
immense importance to Bath, because 
that lady was to distribute the prizes for 
religious knowledge to the Bath children. 
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All these syllabuses involved some form 
of dogmatic teaching, and the teacher 
who observed them must have passed 
some form of religious test. There were 
some extraordinary things in _ these 
syllabuses of a most controversial kind. 
In a syllabus for the North Riding of 
Yorkshire amongst the orders to the 
teachers was one which said— 
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“It is sometimes said that in a council school 
no religious teaching corresponding to such an 
ideal can be given.” 
What was the ideal 2 
went on to say— 


The same syllabus 


“It is historically true that the plain and 
practical Bible teaching which can be given 
and often is given in such schools is a powerful 
factor in the formation of the character of the 
people. History shows that in the days when 
our nation has been greatest the Bible has been 
an inspiring force as a record of God’s dealing 
with man, as a revelation of what God is to 
man, and what man is to God.” 


He should like to ask any hon. member 
present whether he could deny that that 
involved some form of dogmatic teaching. 
He was dealing with this matter with a 
profound feeling of respect, and his object 
was to show that this was dogmatic 
teaching, and the very reason why it 
inspired him with respect was that it 
‘was dogmatic. Under the Barrow-in- 
Furness Council there was a long list of 
things to be taught and most admirable 
they were; in fact they constituted a 
much more complete religious education 
than ever he got himself in a Catholic 
school. He agreed that everything de- 
pended upon the spirit in which the 
religious teaching was given. He would 
like to ask how they were going to get 
their religious teachers without tests of 
some kind? In the Barrow-in-Furness 
syllabus it was provided— 

“In the Old Testament lesson the lives of 
persons who are considered to be types of 
Christians and prophetic allusions to the 


coming of our Lord should be carefully ex- 
plained and impressed upon the children.” 


How could any man who was not a 
believer in some form of religion explain 
the Bible to the children with regard to 
the coming of our Lord. How was it to 
be done? And yet the Committee was 
told that in Barrow-in-Furness they did 
not need any tests for teachers. What 
did it all mean? He perused the sylla- 
buses with the greatest respect for the 
men who drew them up. He thought 


Mr. T. M. Healy. 
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they did such men infinite credit, but he 
said that they necessarily led to dog- 
matic teaching. He admitted that the 
Government had a difficult problem in 
trying to reconcile the various divisions 
of the Protestant Church into agreeing 
to have some elementary instruction in 
Christianity combined with secular teach- 
ing, and he ventured to assert that this 
clause in most cases would turn out to be 
an absolutely dead letter. There was 
nothing to prevent the teacher teaching 
what he liked, as all through the day he 
could make his views about Christianity 
felt. He would not support the noble 
Lord’s Amendment in the division lobby, 
because he thought it was better that 
the children of Great Britain should get 
Cowper-Temple teaching than no 
religious teaching at all, and that if 
this instruction was given reverently 
it was a great deal better than that 
no form of religious views should 
be expressed. But to state that Cowper 
Temple doctrine did not involve dogma 
was to state an absurdity. Instead of 
attacking the State Church the Govern- 
ment were setting up another State 
Church. He did not see why the Non- 
conformists were not entitled to do that. 
It was like a concurrent endowment, 
provided that they did not interfere 
with the Roman Catholics and Anglicans. 
Therefore while he sympathised with the 
noble Lord he asked him whether he 
considered it well to try and deprive 
Nonconformists of the valuable Christian 
teaching they would get under the 
Cowper-Temple form so far as it went, 
and whether those who were Roman 
Catholics and Anglicans would not be 
wiser in confining themselves to doing 
the best they could for their own forms 
of faith without seeking in any way to 
infringe on the Christianity of other 
sects. 


Mr. BIRRELL said the noble Lord 
wanted to prevent the ordinary teacher 
from giving a kind of religious teaching 
for which he had no great liking, but 
which he need not therefore treat with 
disrespect. Personally he was anxious 
that these debates should increase the 
stock of knowledge of the people as to 
what was really going on. If people 
knew more than they did as to what 
went on in the ordinary Church schools 
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and in the Board schools they would | given in the schools of the country was 
really feel that the issues involved in| dogmatic teaching, and that was the 
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these debates were not so terrible as 
they sometimes were represented. He 
hoped that the volume containing the 
syllabuses would soon be published, 
because he believed they would have 
the same effect upon others as they 
had had on the hon. and learned 
Gentleman the Member for North Louth, 
namely, that it would be seen that 
they had produced no disposition on 
the part of the majority of county 
councils in the country to injure 
the religious teaching of the children. 
The authorities were anxious under these 
syllabuses to do the best they could 
with the children under their charge. 
The syllabuses made no pretence to divine 
inspiration, and therefore it was not 
obligatory on every teacher to treat 
them as if they were declarations of his 
own Church. The syllabuses merely 
indicated the line of tuition the teacher 
had to take up; they did not interfere 
with his own spiritual independence, 
or impose upon him such a_ serious 
religious or theological obligation as 
might be supposed if they were treated 
as a confession of faith instead of as an 
indication on the part of the authority 
as to what it wished to be taught to the 
children. The Leader of the Opposition 
had said that the Amendment of the 
noble Lord had settled the Government, 
and that they had no answer to it. But 
the noble Lord had not settled the right 
hon. Gentleman himself, who claimed the 
right to differ entirely from him and said 
he could not support him in the lobby. 
There again he put it to the noble Lord 
quite candidly that his Amendments 
really said the same thing over and over. 
again, namely, to have undenominational | 
schools. But the Government had at- 
tempted in the great Protestant schools 
of the country to allow for a definite kind 
of religious teaching. He had never | 
used the word “ undogmatic” as ap- 
plied to religion. If they undertook to 
teach religion without dogma there would 
be neither a Church of Rome nor a Church 
of England. The foundations of all 
creeds were those stupendous dogmas 
which were taught in every school where | 
religion was attempted to be taught. 
to the children. Personally, he avowed 
that” the Christian teaching which was. 


' would be 


kind of teaching which the Government 
believed could be taught without giving 
it that denominational flavour whose 
object was to attach children at the 
earliest possible age to some branch of the 
Church. That was where they differed. 
The Government believed that this 
teaching could be given so as not to 
interfere with a subsequent union witha 
religious community, so as not to em- 
phasise the points on which Christians 
differed, but to seek as far as possible to 
unite their attention on those points upon 
which Christians were agreed. The noble 
Lord’s speech was in favour of secular 
education. He for one would always 
protest against secular education. It 
a monstrous and unfair 
thing, in order to get out of a diffi- 
culty, to compel parents to send their 
children to a school where they did not 
receive some form of definite religious 
instruction. He asked the noble Lord, 
therefore, to take the advice of the right 
hon. Gentleman the Leader of the 
Opposition and not to continue this tit- 
for-tat argument. In this Amendment 
the noble Lord had not the support of 
his own side. The hon. and learned 
Gentleman who had made a study of 
of these syllabuses and who was a 
devoutly religious man did not wish 
to prevent the children of this country 
having some opportunity of getting 
from the hands of a devout teacher good 
religious teaching. Nobody did, and 
therefore he asked the Committee for 
God’s sake not to do anything that would 
interfere with a good religious teacher 
giving excellent religious teaching to the 
children. 


*Srr WILLIAM ANSON thought that 
the right hon. Gentleman had fairly stated 
the broad views before the Committee. 


Nobody on the Opposition side of the House 
had shown any contempt for Cowper- 
Temple religion and, if they had, a careful 
| study of these syllabuses would have shown 
them that there was an infinite amount 
of good religious teaching to be found 
,in them. 


hy 
Mr. LOUGH: You called it *muni- 
cipal religion. 
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*Sir WILLIAM ANSON said that 
was so. The form of Christianity ap- 
proved by the municipalities in which 
it was taught was emphatically muni- 
cipal religion and the term was used 
in no offensive sense. Onthe other hand. 
there was a large body of opinion who 
maintained that it was very desirable 
that a child should be a member of 
some religious community, and that he 
should receive, not only during his school 
life, but when he went out in life, 
the teachings of that denomination. 
He regarded the noble Lord’s Amend- 
ment as a reductio ad absurdum, and he 
could not say that he desired to see 
it accepted. But it gave a logical form to 
the proposals of the Government, which 
as they stood were neither logical nor 
just. 


Lorp R. CECIL said that his Amend- 
ment, which had been rightly described 
as a reductio ad absurdum, had been 
moved more in order to see what was to 
be said against it than to see it carried. 
In fact, he did not think he should like 
to see it carried. He was satisfied with 
the very moderate argument that had 
been urged against it. What did the 
right hon. Gentleman say? The right 
hon. Gentleman said— We must have 
some religion, but we must have a re- 
ligion which is not confined to any 
particular denomination.” Many hon. 
Members supporting the Government 
took the view that it was not a 
necessity to be a member of a defi- 
nite religious body, and that, there- 
fore, it was not essential to teach the 
children that it was part of their duty 
as Christians to be members of a definite 
Christian body. The view of many on 
the Opposition side, however, was that 
it was essential, if children were to be 
brought up as Christians, that they 
should belong to a definite religious body. 
[An Hon. Member: Which /] It did 
not matter half so much which, so long as 
the child belonged to one definite body. 
He did not believe they would find one 
in ten of the devout Christians of the 
country who did not belong to one or 
other of the Christian bodies. The 
point,. however, on which the Opposition 
differed from most Nonconformists was 
not as to whether the child should be a 
member of a Christian body, but whether 
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it was essential that the main pact of its 
Christianity should be taught in the 
public elementary school. 


Tue DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN said he 
was afraid the noble Lord was not 
speaking to the Amendment. 


Lorp R. CECIL said he was carried 
away by the desire to explain the views 
he held on this subject. He would ask 
leave to withdraw the Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Lorp BALCARRES moved to omit 
Sub-section 2. The President of the 
Board of Education, in his speech to 
a deputation from the Jewish community, 
sald the intention of Clauses 4 and 7 was 
that the teachers should remain the same 
as they were, viz., those who were most 
qualified to give the particular religious 
instruction which had hitherto been given 
in the schools. Since then the right hon. 
Gentleman had stated in the House that 
that would apply to the next generation 
of teachers as well as the existing body of 
teachers. He had also repeated that 
he adhered to the statement made to 
the Jewish deputation. He wanted to 
know how the right hon. Gentleman’s 
hope was to be realised that the schools 
should go on substantially as now under 
full denominational facilities in conjunc- 
tion with Sub-section (2); and how 
the denomination or managers. or who- 
ever was responsible for these facilities, 
in the future would be enabled to ensure 
that the teachers would be invested with 
the same rights and status. So far as he 
was concerned, he had not the smallest 
objection to saying that a teacher should 
not be required to subscribe as a condition 
of his appointment to any religious creed: 
but he would point out that the provision 
in the sub-section was not inconsistent 
with inquiry into the capacity of the 
teacher to give religious instruction in the 
oman Catholic or Church of England 
faith in order to ensure that he was com- 
petent to carry out those particular duties. 
He desired to have a precise declaration 
from the Government as to how far the 
clause carried out the statements made 
by the right hon. Gentleman both in this 
House and to the deputation of the Jewish 
community. 
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Amendment proposed— 


“In page 4, line 20, to leave out Sub- 
section (2).”—(Lord Balcarres.) 
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Question proposed, “‘ That the words 
‘A teacher employed’ stand part of the 
clause.” 


*Sir FRANCIS POWELL said that 
Clause 6 was a great step in the direction 
of secular education, and taking that 
clause and Clause 7 as they stood, 
they would have no guarantee whatever 
for the religious character of the schools. 
In the latter clause the Govern- 
ment attacked the teachers. He was 
greatly struck with the remark of the 
President of the Board of Education that 
the teaching profession was becoming a 
great secular profession. He had always 
regarded the profession as having a 
religious as well as a secular side. Any 
departure from that tradition would be 
mischievous, and, if carried beyond a 
certain point, fatal to the interests of the 
country. He had no doubt the Govern- 
ment were perfectly sincere in their state- 
ment that they wished the education of 
the country to be religious, but what 
security was there that that could be 
effected under this clause? Were they 
quite sure that the schools would not 
become purely secular schools ? Suppos- 
ing a master or mistress who was selected 
declined to give religious teaching, they 
could not enforce it. It was quite pos- 
sible that in the days not far distant there 
would be a great disposition on the part 
of teachers to take no part in religious 
instruction. Connected as he was with 
training colleges, he could say that a 
feeling of that kind was beginning to 
exist, and he was afraid it might spread. 
He was by no means certain that if the 
clause became law the conduct of the 
schools on the present lines and according 
to religious principles would not become 
most difficult. He also wished to know 
whether the word “‘ instruction ” covered 
religious observances. He had in his 
hand the time-table of the Bradford 
Council, which was common to. their 
schools and to the Church of England 
schools. It began the day in each case 
with a hymn and the Lord’s Prayer, and 
closed with a hymn and prayer. 
At the end of the morning school 
a blessing was sought on the family 
dinner, and when the school met 
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again thanks were given for the bounty 
of Providence in supplying that meal. 
He asked whether these religious obser- 
vances were included in the religious in- 
struction, and whether it would be pos- 
sible under the clause for a teacher to 
refuse to perform that dignified office, 
so beneficial to himself and the children. 
If he could refuse to do so the school 
became, to his sorrow, and he believed 
to the sorrow of the Government also, 
a purely secular school. It was his 
strongest desire to avoid such a contin 
gency. 


Dr. MACNAMARA (Camberwell, N.) 
hoped the discussion would not be 
so prolonged as to preclude discussion of 
sub-section (4) in which the interests of 
teachers were involved. Unless an op- 
portunity were given to discuss that 
question now there would be no time 
on the Report stage. 


THE PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 
TARY to tHE BOARD or EDUCATION 
(Mr. Loven, Islington, W.) did not think 
the Committee need anticipate that 
much time would be taken up on this 
sub-section. So far as he could gather, 
the noble Lord was not against it, and, 
in fact, he hardly knew of anyone who 
was. The noble Lord had _ put 
to him one or two questions in reference 
to statements made by his right hon. 
friend the President of the Board of 
Education. He was sure the Committee 
would not expect him to deal with those 
statements. They had often been dis- 
cussed and explained by his right hon. 
friend, and any further explanation 
that was required should be asked of the 
President. As to the sub-section 
itself he thought it was one of the most 
simple, most admirable, and least con- 
tentious in the Bill, and it could not but 
improve the status of the teacher, since 
no penalty of a professional kind could 
fall upon him through his not belonging 
to a particular denomination. No one 
could deny that the suspicion which 
teachers had that certain openings in their 
profession had not been given to them 
unless they professed a certain creed must 
have a tendency to encourage a profession 
of religious belief on the part of those 
in whose minds it did not exist. The hon. 
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Baronet the Member for Wigan seemed 
to suggest that in the practical working 
of the sub-section it might be difficult 
for the local authorities to succeed in 
giving religious instruction. He did 
not think the hon. Baronet need have 
any fear. The best answer was that the 
religious teaching contemplated under the 
the Bill was now being given in 9,000 
of the largest schools throughout 
the country to 3,000,000 scholars in 
average attendance, without any diffi- 
culty of any serious character having 
occurred in regard to it. The hon. 
Baronet asked what certainty there was, 
but it was very difficult to predict with 
certainty about anything in this world. 
But he did not think the sub-section 
would tax the powers of the local 
authority more than at present. It was 
clear in the clause that the teacher was 
freed from every religious test, and any 
teacher might say that he did not desire 
to give any form of religious teaching ; 
he need not even give the Cowper-Temple 
form of religious teaching if he did not 
desire to do so. On the other hand the 
Bill provided for the giving of Cowper- 
Temple teaching in every school if the 
local authority desired it. He did 
not think a dilemma would arise if a 
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*Sir WILLIAM ANSON said the Par- 
_liamentary Secretary had congratulated 
himself on having given a satisfactory 
answer to a comparatively indifferent 
matter, but he ventured to think this 
was a matter of importance on which they 
had received no answer at all. The hon. 
Gentleman had told them that in many 
thousands of schools Cowper-Temple 
teaching had been given with the greatest 
regularity. He quite agreed, but this 
clause said that no teacher in future was 
to be required to give religious instruc- 
tion, and it was laid down in the Code 
that the teacher should not be required 
to perform any duty not connected with 
the work of a public elementary school. 
Religious teaching, however, had hitherto 
been part of the work of the public ele- 
mentary school, and the teacher’s agree- 
ment therefore bound him to give that 
teaching. Under these circumstances it 
| was not a matter for surprise that the 
difficulty had not yet arisen. But what 
would happen when the teacher was not 
| required as part of his duty to give any 
| religious instruction? Where was that 
/exemption to be embodied? Was it to 
'be henceforth an extraneous duty, and 
| altogether outside the duties of a teacher 
/in a public elementary school? Had 
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teacher declined to give this form of re- the Parliamentary Secretary ever con- 
ligious teaching though the local authority / sidered this question, and read the Code 
wished it. He admitted that in the in connection with this Bill? Would 
case of there being only one teacher/ an agreement requiring the teacher to 
such a refusal would create a more diffi- | give this instruction be henceforth an 
cult alternative, but even then it would | unlawful agreement ? Would it be en- 
not cause any serious difficulty in| forceable in a court of law? The 
getting an urangement made. It seemed | relation of the teacher to the local 
to him there would be only two alte:na- | authority was that of employed to em- 
tives, onc of which would b- to select a| ployer, but he was not to be required 
teacher at the beginning who had no | to give any religious instruction. What. 
objection to giving Cowper-Temple teach- | then, was the security that any religious 
ing. [Opposition cries of “That is a) instruction would be given? A teacher 
test.”] Was it not enough to say that in| might say “I am not prepared to give 
more than half the schools of the country | religious instruction.”’ The local authority 
the system was now working satis-| could not require him to do so. How 
factorily ? | did the Parliamentary Secretary propose: 
| to meet such a case as that ? 

Sir FRANCIS POWELL wished to! 
know whether the word “instruction” | Mr. LOUGH: If one teacher will not 
covered religious observance, such as, give it another will. 
opening with prayer. 
*Sir WILLIAM ANSON asked what 

Mr. LOUGH said that was a question , would happen where there was only one 
of interpretation. In his opinion it} teacher assisted by pupil teachers in a 
would cover what was permitted under| rural school. This exemption of the 
Section 14 of the Act of 1870. ‘teacher was a general exemption. It 


Mr. Lough. 
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was very possible, if this feeling against 
religious teaching prevailed, that there 
might be three teachers in a school, 


not one of whom was prepared to give | 


religious instruction. What then? Or 
supposing a teacher had agreed to 
give religious instruction and came down 
one morning and said he had changed 
his mind and would do so no longer; 
could the local authority terminate the 
contract ? 


Mr. LOUGH said that this method of 
question and answer was not debate. 
He thought it would be better if the hon. 
Baronet would develop his argument. 


*Sir WILLIAM ANSON thought the 
hon. Gentleman would consider the clause 
of more importance if he had studied the 
Code. Seeing that religious teaching 
could not be required of a teacher, he 
wanted to know what security there was 
that such instruction would be given. 
He wanted to know what was to happen ? 
He presumed that if any local authority 
made an agreement with a teacher in 
which the teacher bound himself to give 


religious instruction the Board of Educa- | 
| anSwer, 
| with curiosity. 
If that was so, it was a new. 


tion, in the event of dispute arising, 
would say that the agreement was not 
binding. 
departure on the part of the Board of 
Education. Then he would ask how the 
clause would apply to contracting-out 
schools and to certified efficient schools. 
Would the Board of Education decline 
to give the 
the former or would they cease to 
hold the latter efficient if the mana- 
gers made an arrangement with a 
teacher that he should give religious 
instruction ? With the latter part of the 
clause he was in entire agreement. He 
had always desired the abolition of tests 
for teachers where they took the form 
mentioned in the clause; but, having 
swept away the actual test, they came to 
the simple relation of employer and 
employed, and in ordinary employment 


it was not called a test if a man was asked | 
whether he was able to perform duties he > 


was engaged to perform. Then he came 
to schools under Clause 4. Under the 
Bill the appointment of the teacher was 
reserved, under all conditions of delega- 
tion, to the local authority. But the 


President of the Board of Education, in | 
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| his answer to the Jewish deputation and 
in his subsequent statement in the House, 
_ had stated that in the schools under Clause 
| 4the teaching would go on precisely asit 
had done in the past. How was that 
result to be attained? How was 
it to be ascertained beforehand whether 
the teacher whom the local authority 
engaged was capable of giving the teach- 
ing, Anglican, Jewish, Roman Catholic, 
which was required in Clause 4 schools ? 
Some inquiry must be made. Was that 
a requirement within the meaning of the 
clause ? If the local authority were to 
make no requirement, they falsified the 
assurance given by the Minister for Edu- 
cation, and if they made a requirement, 
they broke through the bottom of sub- 
section (2) of this clause at once. He 
wanted to know, too, how it was con- 
ceivable that the promise of the Minister 
for Education to the Jewish deputation 
was consistent with sub-section (2) of 
Clause 7—how it was possible to ensure 


| that special religious teaching was given 


under Clause 4 unless they made such 
requirement as to religious teaching as this. 


| sub-section would render a statutory im- 


possibility. These questions needed an 
and he awaited the answer 


Mr. BOWLES (Lambeth, Norwood) 
said he did not wish to add to what he 
conceived to be the difficulties in which 
hon. Gentlemen on the Ministerial side 
of the House found themselves in regard 
to the far-reaching and fundamental 
questions raised by his hon. friend. He 


' wished to ask what was the real meaning 


and effect of this sub-section. A teacher 
in a public elementary school would be 
entitled to a certain fixed salary, which 
would be paid him for teaching all 
that was required of him, finclud- 
ing payment for such Cowper-Temple 
teaching as he was ready and willing to 
give in the school. Supposing the 
teacher refused to give the Cowper- 
‘Temple teaching, was he to be docked 
of his salary, and if not, what was the 
effect of this sub-section? If not, the 
effect would be that his conscience had 
become, indeed, of a very considerable 
pecuniary value, inasmuch as by the 
exercise of his conscientious scruples 
he would be doing his employer out of 
three-quarters of an hour of his 
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valuable services without any pecuniary 
loss. The hon. Gentleman opposite 
had said that the abolition of tests 
would improve the status of the teaching 
profession. That was an extraordinary 
statement, for it amounted to this,— 
that because henceforth no teacher 
would be bound to teach religion, the 
esteem in which he was held would be 
increased. He could not subscribe to 
that view. In arithmetic, geography, 
and other branches of secular education 
they had most exhaustive tests for the 
teacher. Inquiry was made as to his 
fitness to give instruction on these sub- 
jects, but the Minister for Education had | 
introduced the extraordinary doctrine 
that on matters of faith and doctrine, 
which, by his own showing, were of the 
greatest possible value in our educa- 
tional system, no questions were to be 
asked as to the fitness of the teacher to 
give even Cowper-Temple teaching. 
The dilemma in which hon. Gentlemen 
on the Ministerial Benches found them- | 
‘selves was a very real and practical one. | 
What was going to happen in the case 
of a school looked after by the local 
education authority employing only one | 
teacher, if that teacher refused, as he | 
had a right to refuse, to give the un- | 

| 
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denominational teaching! Was that 
teacher to be dismissed? It was plain | 
to his poor intelligence that hon. | 


Gentlemen opposite had not practically 
considered the full effect of this clause. 
They were faced at every turn by con- | 
siderable dilemmas. They had given 
no answer to the most obvious questions 
which had been put to them, and the 
Bill, as it stood, would inflict serious 
disabilities on men had done nothing 
to deserve them. He hoped his hon. 
friend would press his Amendment to a | 
division unless a satisfactory answer was 
forthcoming. 
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they asked the teacher of religion if he 


was competent in a similar way. What 
had been complained of by teachers 
was that however qualified they might 
be to teach history and geography, and 
whatever University or other degree they 
might have obtained, they were not allowed 
to teach these subjects unless they sub- 
mitted to a religious test. Now the 
teacher would be tested in regard to his 
capability of teaching secular subjects 
only, and there would be no ignominious 
test applied to him as in the past. [An 
Hon. MemBer: Why ignominious ?| 
Well, irrelevant test if they liked. He 
used the word in no invidious sense. He 
saw no difficulty in the questions put 
to him, and would answer them in their 
order. The first question was, whether 
it would be a matter of contract be- 
tween the local authority and the 
teacher they were employing to give this 
religious instruction. It would, and they 
would see that they got a good teacher. 
The second question was, If there were 
three teachers and none of them would 
give the Cowper-Temple teaching which 
the local authority wanted, what were 
they to do? The answer was, they 
would get another teacher to do it. The 
third question was, Supposing a teacher 
had been employed to give this religious 
teaching, and a contract was made, and 
after that the teacher changed his mind 
and would not give the teaching, what 
would the local authority do? Well, 
they would get rid of him, and they would 
get a man who would fulfil his contract. 
The fourth question was, Whether the 
teacher who gave religious instruction 
would be in the same position as had been 
in the past the teachers who were asked 
to play the organ, a demand which could 
not be enforced. The answer was that 
the teaching of religion would be a duty 


| connected with the school and obliga- 


tory under the Act, and therefore it 


Mr. LOUGH said he did not see any 
difficulty in answering the questions 
which the hon. Gentleman had put. He 
though the difficulties had been exag- 
gerated. The teaching of religion would | 
be put, if he might say so, on just the 
same basis as the teaching of history | 
and geography. [OpposiTIoN cries of 
“Oh, oh!”] They asked the teacher | 
of history and geography if he was | 
competent to teach these subjects, and | 


Mr. Bowles. 


could be imposed. The fifth question 
had regard to tests. It was asked what 
his right hon. friend meant by his state- 
ment to the Jewish deputation that 
everything would go on as it had before. 


He was glad to see that his right hon. 


friend had now entered the House, so 
he would leave that question to him. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said the Com- 
mittee had had a most amiable 
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explanation from the Parliamentary) irrelevant or inconvenient to apply 
Secretary of the contents of the| religious tests to a man who was asked 
Bill and of the policy which lay) to teach geography or history. 

behind the Bill. But though the’ 


explanation was amiable, he thought) 
there was hardly a Member in the House 
who had not been absolutely stunned 
by it. They really did not know where 
they were, and he thought the time had 


come for the Minister for Education to. 


telieve them from the anxieties into 
which they had been plunged by the 
speech of his enthusiastic subordinate. 
He would not deal with the last question 
to which the Parliamentary Secretary had 
referred, the only question which the hon. 
Gentleman admitted he was incapable 
of completely solving—namely, as to 
the explanation of his chief’s answer to 
the Jewish deputation. That the hon. 
Gentleman said he would leave to the 
Minister for Education. Whether the 
hon. Gentleman would have been wiser 
to have left some of the other questions 
to be dealt with by the same high author- 
itv it was not for him to judge, but he 
might mention to the Minister for Edu- 
cation some of the perplexities of mind 
to which he had been reduced by the 
speech of the Parliamentary Secretary. 
In the first place, the hon. Gentleman ha | 
explained that religion was in the same 
scholastic category as history and geo- 
graphy, in the sense that just as the 
local education authority required the 
teacher in an elementary school to teach 
geography and history they were en- 
titled to require him to teach religion ; 
and just as they were entitled to inquire 
whether the teacher was competent to 
teach history and geography they were 
entitled to inquire whether he was 
competent to teach religion. The hon. 
Gentleman had further said that he re- 
garded religious tests as either ignomini- 
ous or irrelevant—he cculd not make 
out which adjective the hon. Gentleman 
preferred. 


Mr. LOUGH : Religious tests applied 
to the teacher of history and geography. 
That was what I said. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he should 
endeavour to deal with the increasing 
confusions caused by the hon. Gentleman 
as well as he could. The hon. Gentle- 
man’s argument now Was that it was 
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Mr. LOUGH said he was sure the right 


'hon. Gentleman had no intention of doing 


him an injustice. History and geography 


jhad been mentioned by an hon. friend 


behind him, and he had simply used 
the terms to illustrate the hard position 
of a teacher who, while fully qualified to 
teach these two subjects, could get no 
opportunity of doing so unless he was a 
member of the Church of England. That 
seemed to him to be a most intolerable 
test to apply to a teacher of history and 
geography. He said further that the 
various subjects should stand on the same 
plane. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he should 
try to explain his difficulty to a sym- 
pathetic audience. He would take the 
three subjects that had been mentioned— 
geography, history, and religion. If a 
teacher was engaged to teach these three 
subjects, it was quite clear that those who 
engaged him were entitled to see that he 
could teach them. The hon. Gentleman 
admitted that the local authority were 
bound to satisfy themselves that he could 
teach history, and that he could teach 
geography. By parity of reasoning the 
local authority ought to satisfy them- 
selves that the teacher could teach 
religion. He did not think that was 
denied by the hon. Gentleman. In that 
case he could not understand why re- 
ligious tests should be described as either 
ignominious or irrelevant. The geo- 
graphical test was not iguominious or 
irrelevant ; nor was the historical test. 
Why was religion alone of the three 
subjects mentioned not to be one to which 
the ordinary methods of investigation 
were to be applied before the teacher was 
engaged ? That was his first difficulty. 
The second of his difficulties was much 
more serious. The sub-section provided 
that a teacher employed in a_ public 
elementary school should not be requird 
as part of his duties as teacher to give 
any religious instruction. Those words 
at first sight seemed plain, but after the 
explanation of the hon. Gentleman they 
had become extraordinarily obscure. He 
said that under the plan of the Govern- 
ment it was part of the contract of the 

3M 
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teacher that he should teach religion. 
Up to 10 o’clock that evening he thought 
that a person who entered into a contract 
to do a thing was required to do it. 
now discovered that although the local 
authority cou!d make a contract with 
the teacher to give religious instruction 
the teacher who had entered into that 
contract was not to be required by the 
persons with whom he had entered into 
the undertaking to carry it out. He was 
confident he was not misrepresenting the 
hon. Gentleman. He had endeavoured to 
give to the Committee what he conceived to 
be the effect of the hon. Member’s words, 
and he hoped the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary would take that opportunity of 
intervening if he had in any way 
misrepresented him. 
what was to be done with a teacher 
who refused to carry out his contract 
to teach religion. The hon. Gentleman 
had given two answers. He had said 
that the local authority must get another 
teacher. 
out his contract, we must have recourse 
to teacher B. 


Education (England 


He had been asked | 


If teacher A refused to carry | 
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He | 


| Gentleman, 





It seemed to him that so | 


far as religious education was concerned | 


that answer was _ satisfactory. If 
teacher A refused to give religious teach- 
ing, 
of the community would be satisfied if 
teacher B was found who would do the 
work which A refused to do. Then, 
however, the local authority had upon its 
hands two teachers—teacher A, who 
would not carry out his contract, and 
teacher B, who until the contrary 
proved might be expected to carry out 
his contract. If teacher B refused, he 
supposed there would be a third teacher, 
C. No local authority, with the passion 
for economy with which all our local 
authorities were known to be animated, 
would like to engage two or three men or 
more to do the work for which one man 
was adequate. The problem arose, what 
was to be done if teacher A had been 
replaced for religious purposes by teacher 
B or C? The hon. Gentleman, brought 
face to face with this problem, rose to the 
occasion and showed the Committee the 
way out of the difficulty which had been 
created by teacher A’s recalcitrance. 
said simply, “If teacher A refuses to do 
what he has contracted to do, get rid of 


Was | 


it was clear that the religious wants | 


He | 
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to abolish religious tests. Had they 
come in on a mandate to abolish geo- 
graphical tests and historical tests ? He 
thought there was a great deal to be said 
for the policy. He wished the hon. 
Gentleman had had the conduct of this 
Bill throughout. According to the hon. 
geography, history, and 
religion were three things which teachers 
were engaged to teach ; on every one of 
them, he presumed, they might inquire 
into the question of competence, and on 
each one of them, he presumed, thev 
might dismiss the teacher if he proved t: 
be incompetent. That was a_ policy 
against which he had nothing to say. 
They on the Opposition side, in total 
ignorance of the policy of the Government 
in connection with this clause, would 
have been completely satisfied if, on this 
sub-section at four o’clock in the afternoon, 
the Cabinet had announced what they 
actually meant in this matter. He did 
not desire—in fact, he disclaimed the idea 
—that any teacher should be asked to sign 
a document embodying religious thought. 
It never had been done, he did not think 
it ever would have to be done, and he for 
his part had not the smallest objection to 
its being forbidden by statute. He con- 
gratulated the Government on having 
found an exponent of their policy who 
had given equal satisfaction to both sides 
of the House, and whose speech was a 
model of precise lucidity, unmistakable 
in its terns, unambiguous in its genera] 
outline, and he congratulated the hon. 
Gentleman on having made a_ speech 
which he could assure him would allay 
fears and suspicions which had _ been 
widely aroused by the less fortunate in- 
terpositions of the Ministers near him. 


Mr. BIRRELL said he thought the 
speech to which they had just listened 
was rather unworthy of the right 
hon. Gentleman or of the dignity of the 
subject. The right hon. Gentleman had 
said he was himself opposed to any tests 
being required of teachers. If that were 
so, they might have been spared a good 
deal of the criticism in which he had in- 
dulged. The clause said— 

“A teacher... shall not be required as 
part of his duties as teacher to give any 
religious instruction.” 


. ° | nv ; 
him.” That was the policy of the Govs) That part of the clause was a conscience 
ernment which came in on a mandate clause for the teacher, and having regard 


Mr, A. J. Balfour. 
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to the nature of the syllabus teaching 
which the education authorities required 
of their teachers, he thought it was a very 
necessary and proper clause. The clause 
went on— 


Education (England 


** And shall not be required as a condition 
of his appvintment to subscribe to any religious 
creed.” 

Everybody knew that in times past 
many teachers in schools which received 
State aid and rate aid were required as < 


condition of their appointment to belong | 


to a particular denomination. Ques- 
tions were put to many of the teachers 
in voluntary schools, and they had to 
pledge their honour that they belonged 
to the particular denomination. That 
was a test of the kind most in people’s 
minds at the last General Election. That 
was the test which this Bill was intended 
to abolish, and did abolish. 
section proceeded— 


“And shall not be required as a condition | 
of his appointment to subscribe to any religious | 
creed, or to attend or abstain from attending | 
religious 


any Sunday schovl or place of 


worship.” 

Those words were put in to hit a prac- 
tice prevailing in hundreds of Church 
schools, where teachers, no matter what 


their secular attainments, could only get | 


the appointment by promising to go to 
church and to play the organ at the 
Sunday school, and otherwise to act as 
a kind of lay curate. Right hon. Gentle- 
men opposite were completely mistaken 
if they thought such conditions did not 
create in the minds of thousands of 
teachers a sense of indignity and in- 
justice. Therefore, if this clause got 
rid of that it would be received with 
satisfaction at least by the Liberal Party 
in the country. With regard to quali- 
fication, he quite agreed that, supposing 
a man applied for a position as teacher 


who had in his leisure written agnostical | 


works assailing the authority of the 
Scriptures, not in the manner in which 
they were assailed by high dignitaries 
of the Church, but in a manner caleu- 
lated to give offence to those who at- 


tached authority to the Bible, then he, 


quite agreed it would be undesirable that 
such a person should be considered by 
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any local authority as qualified to give 
the religious teaching contemplated in the 
svllabuses which had been mentioned. 
[OpposiTION cries of: “ That is a test.”’] 
No, it was notatest. The local authority 
might perfectly well and safely be left to 
exercise its own discretion in this matter 
of the duties which it would impose upon 
its own teachers. These teachers might, 
if they desired to do so, protect them- 
selves from any conscientious burden by 
refusing to give the religious teaching, in 
which case the local authority would have 
to find somebody else. In this Christian 
country it should not be an impossible 
task to find another person who did not 
claim this particular conscience clause. 
But those teachers who were not willing 
to give the particular teaching required! 
could claim the protection of the con- 
science clause. 


Lorp R. CECIL said he really did not 
understand what the Government meant. 
They said in the sub-section— 


“ A teacher employed in a public elementary 


school shall not be required as part of his 
' duties to give any religious instruction of a 
| special character.” 


And now they said if he did not give it 
it he should be dismissed. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I did not say he was 


to be dismissed. 
Mr. WYNDHAM: Yes, you did. 


Lorp R. CECIL: What do the Govern- 
ment mean ? 


And, it being half-past Ten of the 
clock, the Chairman proceeded, pur- 
suant to the Order of the House of the 
18th June, to put forthwith the Ques- 
tion on the Amendment already proposed 
from the Chair. 


“That the words ‘A 


Question put, 
stand part of the 


teacher employed’ 
Clause.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 416; 
Noes, 118. (Division List No. 184.) , 


AYES. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) | 
Acland, Francis Dyke 
Alden, Percy 


Armitage, R. 


Allen, A.Acland(Christehureh) | Ashton, Thomas Gair 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 


Asquith, Rt. Hon. HerbertHenry 
| Astbury, John Meir 
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Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker, Joseph A.( Finsbury, E.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey(Isleof Wight) 
Barker, John 

Barlow,John Emmott(Somerset 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Beale, W. P. 

Beauchamp, E. 

Beaumont, Hubert( East bourne 
Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) 
Beck, A. Cecil 

3ell, Richard 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

Bean, Sir J. Williams( Devonp’rt 
Berridge, T. H. D. 

Bertram, Julius 

Bethell, J.H.( Essex, Romford) 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Billson, Alfred 

Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Black, ArthurW.( Bedfordshire) 
Blake, Edward 

Boland, John 

Bolton, T. D.( Derbyshire, N.E.) 
Boulton, A. C. F.(Ramsey) 
Brace, William 

Bramsdon, T. A. 

Braach, James 

Brigg, John 

Bright, J. A. 

Brocklehurst, W. D. 

Brodie, H. C. 

Brooke, Stopford 
Brunner, J.F.L.( Lanes., Leigh) 
Bryce, Rt.Hn.James( Aberdeen 
Bryce, J.A.(InvernessBurghs) 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Buckmaster, Stanley O. 

Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burns, Rt.Hon. John 
Burnyeat ,J. D. W. 

surt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
3uxton, Rt.Hn.SydneyCharles 
Byles, William Pollard 
Cairns, Taoomas 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. 
Causton, Rt. Hn. Richard Knight 
Cawley, Frederick 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Clancy, John Joseph 
Clarke, C. Goddard 
Cleland, J. W. 
Clough, W. 
Coats, Sir T. Glen( Renfrew, W.) 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins,SirWm.J.(S. Pancras, W. 
Conrdoa, Thomas Joseph 
Cooper, G. J. 

Corbett, A. Cameron(Glasgow) 
Corbett,C. H.(Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Cory, Clifford John 

Cotton, Sir H. J. S. 

Cowan, W. H. 

Cox, Harold 
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Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 
Crosfield, A. H. 

Crossley, William J. 

Cullinan, J. 

Dalziel. James Henry 

Davies, David(MontgomeryCo. 
Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, M. Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, S.) 
Delany, William 
Devlin,CharlesRamsay(Galway | 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, 8.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh. 
Dickinson, W.H.(St. Paneras,N. 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dillon, John 

Dobson, Thomas W. 

Dodd, W. H. 

Donelan, Captain A. 
Duckworth, James 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunne, Major E. Martin( Walsall 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Edwards, Frank (Radnor) 
Ellis, Rt. Hon. John Edward 
Erskine, David C. 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

Essex, R. W. 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Faber, G. H. (Boston) 

Farrell, James Patrick 

Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, I’. R. 

Ffrench, Peter 

Field, William 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 

Findlay, Alexander 

Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Fuller, Fohn Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Furness, Sir Christopher 
Gardner, Col. Alan(Hereford,S. 
Gibb, James (Harrow) 
Gilhooly, James 

Gill, A. H. 

Ginnell, L. 

Gladstone. Rt. HnHerbert John 
Glendinning, R. G. 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard. Daniel Ford 

Gooch, George Peabody 
Grant.Corrie 

Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) | 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Grove, Archibald 

Guest, Hoa. Ivor Churchill 
Gulland, John W. 
Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Hall, Frederick 

Halpin, J. 

Hammond, John 
Harcourt, Rt. Hon. Lewis | 
Hardie,*J. Keir( MerthyrTydvil) | 
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| Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
| Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 
Harmsworth, RL.(Caithness-sh. 
Hart- Davies, T. 
Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harwood, George 
Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 
Hayden, John Patrick 
Hazel, Dr. A. E. 
Hedges, A. Paget 
Helme, Norval Watson 
Henderson, J.M.( Aberdeen, W.) 
Henry, Charles 8. 
Herbert, Colonel Ivor(Mon.,S.) 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hills, J. W. 
Hobart, Sir Robert 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hogan, Michael 
Holden, E. Hopkinson 
Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hooper, A. G. 
Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset, N. 
Horniman. Emslie John 
Horridge, Thomas Gardner 
Howard, Hon. Geotirey 
Hyde, Clarendon 
Mlingworth, Perey H. 
Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 
Jackson, R. 8. 
Jacoby, James Alfred 
Jenkins, J. 
Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones,SirD (Brynmor,Swansea 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 
Jones, William(Carnarvonshire 
Jowett, F. W. 
Joyce, Michael 
Kearley, Hudson E. 
Kekewich, Sir George 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 
Kincaid-Smith, Captain 
King, Alfred. John( Knutsford) 
Kitson, Sir James 
Laidlaw, Robert 
Lamb, Edmund G. (Leominster 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lambert, George 
Lamont, Norman 
Layland- Barratt, Francis 
Lea, HughCecil(St. Pancras, E.) 
Leese, SirJ osephF.( Accrington 
Lever, A. Levy( Essex, Harwich 
Lever, W.H.(Cheshire, Wirral) 
Levy, Maurice 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Thomas 
Lundon, W. 
Lupton, Arnold 
Lyell, Charles Henry 
Lynch, H. B. 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J. M.( Falkirk B’ghs 
Maclean, Donald 


| Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 


MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
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Macpherson, J. T. 

MacVeagh, Jeremiah( Down,S. 
MacVeigh, Charles( Donegal, E.) 
MW’ Arthur. William 

M’Callum, John M. 

M’Crae, George 

M’Kean, John 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 

M‘Killop, W. 

M’Laren, Sir C. B. (Leicester) 
M’Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M’Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 

Mallet, Charles E. 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Manstield, H. Rendall (Lincoln) 
Markham, Arthur Basil 


Marks, G. Croydon(Launceston | 


Marnham, F. J. 

Mason, A. E. W. (Coventry) 
Massie, J. , 
Meagher, Michael 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 
Molteno, Perey Alport 
Mond, A. 

Montagu, E. S. 
Montgomery, H. H. 
Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Morley, Rt. Hon. John 
Morrell, Philip 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Napier, T. B. 

Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) 
Nicholls, George 
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Nicholson,CharlesN.(Doncast’r | 


Nolan, Joseph 

Norman, Heary 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
Nuttall, Harry 
O’Brien, Kendal( Tipperary Mid 
O’Brien, William (Cork) 
O’Connor James( Wicklow, W. 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, 'T’. P. (Liverpool) 
O’ Doherty, Philip 
O'Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 
O’ Hare, Patrick 

O'Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 
O’ Kelly, James( Roscommon, N 
O'Malley, William 
O'Shaughnessy, P. J. 

-arker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paul, Herbert 

Paulton, James Mellor 
Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pearson, SirW.D.(Colchester) 


Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt. Hn.Sir H. 


Searisbrick, T. F. ° 
| Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
| Schwann, Sir C. E.( Manchester ) 


| Seddon, J. 
| Shackleton, David James 


| Spicer, Albert 
| Stanger. H. Y. 


| Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
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Pearson, W.H.M.(Suffolk, Eye) 
Perks. Robert William 
Philipps, Col. [vor(S’thampton) 
Philipps, J.Wynford( Pembroke 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pirie, Dunean V. 
Pollard, Dr. 

Power, Patrick Joseph 
Price, C. E./ Edinb’ gh,Central) 
Price, Robert.John( Norfolk, E.) 
Priestley, Arthur (Grantham) 
Radford, G. H. 

Rainy, A. Rolland 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

2ea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Reddy. M. 

Redmond, JohnE.( Waterford) 
Rees, J. D. 

Renton, Major Leslie 
Richards, Thomas(W. Monm/’th) 
Richardson, A. 

tickett, J. Compton 

Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 

Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 
Rt. Hn. E.( Dundee) 
Robertson, SirG.Scott( sradf'rd | 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
2obinson, S. 

fobson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
20e, Sir Thomas 
‘ Ek. Newman 


Robert son, 





Rovers y 
Rose, Che 
Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Walter 

Russell, T. W. 

Rutherford. V. H. ( Breatford) 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland, 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechape!) 


L 





Seott,A.H.(Ashton-und.-Lyne | 
Sears, J. E. 
Seaverns, J. H. 


Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hn. T. (Hawick B.) 
Sheehan, Daniel Daniel 
Shipman. Dr. John G. 
Sileoek, Thomas Ball 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Dona'd Mackenzie 
Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Soares, Ernest J. 


Stanley, Hn. A. Lyulph(Chesh. 
Steadman. W. C. 
Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 





NOES. 


Balearres, Lord 

Baldwin, Alfred 

Balfour, RtHnA.J. (City Lond) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 


and Wules) Bill. 1 


| Strachey, Sir Edward 


~I 
Lo 
fons 


Straus, B.S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Sullivan, Donal 

Summerbell, T. 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C.( Radcliffe) 
Tennant, Sir Edw. (Salisbury) 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thomas, Abel (Carmarthen, E. } 
Thomas, Sir A(Glamorgan, E.) 
Thomas, David Alfred( Merthyr) 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Thompson, J .W.H.(SomersetE 
Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Verney, F. W. 

Vivian, Henry 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Wallace, Robert 

Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Sir John L (Leeds, 8.) 
Walton. Joseph ( Barnsley) 
Ward, John (Stoke upon Trent ) 
Wardle, George J. 

Warner, Thomas Courtenay T 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason, JohnCathart(Orkney 
Waterlow, D.S. 

Watt, H. Anderson 

Wedgwood, Josiah C 

Weir, Jaines Galloway 
Whitbread, Howard 

White, George (Norfolk) 
White. J. w. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, E. R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whitehead, Rowland 

Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Sir Thomas Palmer 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Williamson, A. 

Wills, Arthur Walters 

Wilson, Henry J. (York, W.R.) 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid.) 
Wilson, J.W. (Worcestersh. N.) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, 5.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Wodehouse, Lord (Norfolk, Mid 
Wood, T. M'Kinnon 
WoodhouseSir J.T.(Hudderst 
Young, Samuel 


Yoxall, James Henry 


‘d 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Whiteley and Mr. J. A. 
Pease. 


Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Baring, Hon. Guy (Winchester) 
sarrie, H. T. (Londonderry, N. 
Beach, Ha. MichaelHugh Hicks 
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Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 
Bowles, G. Stewart 
Boyle, Sir Edward 
Brotherton, Adward Allen 
Bull, Sir William James 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 
Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, E. Hildred 
Carson, Rt .Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Castlereagh, Viscount 
Cave, George 

Cavendish, Rt. Hn, Victor C.W. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) 
Chamberlain, Rt. Hon. J.(Birm. 
Coates, E. Feetham( Lewisham) 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Corbett, T. L. (Down North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 
Craig, Capt. James (Down E.) 
Craik, Sir Henry 
Cross, Alexander 
Dalrymple, Viscount 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFred Dixon 
Doughty, Sir George 
Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Duncan, Robt. (Lanark, Govan 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Faber, Capt. W. V .(Hants. W.) 
Fardell, Sir T. George 
Fell, Arthur 
inch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Fletcher, J.S. 
Forster, Henry,William } 





The Chairman then proceeded to put 


forthwith the Question 


Education (England 





{COMMONS} 


Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 


| Gordon, J. (Londonderry, 8.) 


Haddock, George R. 


| Hardy, Laurence(Kent, Ashford | 


Harrison- Broadley, Col. H. B. 


| Hay, Hon. Claude George 
| Healy, 
| Hervey, F. W. F( BuryS Edm’ds 


Timothy Michael 


Hill Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 
Hill, Henry Staveley (Staff’sh.) 
Hornby, Sir William Henry 

| Houston, Robert Paterson 

| Hunt, Rowland 


Kennaway, Rt. Hn. Sir J. H. 


Kenyon-Slaney, Rt.Hon.Col.W. | 


Keswick, William 

King, Sir HenrySeymour( Hull) | 
Lane-Fox, G. R. 

Law, Andrew Bonar ( Dulwich) 
Lee, A. H. (Hants., Fareham) 
Lockwood, Rt.Hn.Lt-Col.A.R. 
Long, Col, Chas. W. (Evesham) 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) 
M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
M'Iver,Sir Lewis( Edinburgh W. 
Magnus, Sir Phillip 

Marks, H. H. gris 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 
Middlemore, John’ CThrogmorton 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Muntz, Sir Philip A. 


Nicholson. Wim. G. (Petersfield | 


dispose of the allotted business to be| 


concluded. 


Acland, Francis Dyke] 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Alden, Percy 

Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Armitage, R. 

Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Asquith, Rt.Hn. Herbert Henry 
Astbury, John Meir 

Baker, Sir John yp ie ag 
Baker, Joseph A . (Finsbury, E 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barker, John 

Barlow, John Em mott(Somerset 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Barnes, G. N. 

Barron, Rowland Hirst 
Beale, W. P. 

Beaumont, Hubert (Eastbo’rne | 
Beaumont, W. C. B. (Hexham) | 
Beck, A. Cecil 
Bell,JRichard 





| Noes, 183. 


AYES. 


Bellairs,'Carlyon 

Benn, SirJ.Williams( Devonport 
Benn, W.(T’wrHamlets,S. Geo. 
Berridge, T. H. D. 

Bertram, Julius 


_ Bethell, J. H. (Essex, Romford) 


Bethell, T. R.( Essex, Maldon) 
Billson, Alfred 
Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 


| Black, ArthurW.( Bedfordshire) | 
| Bolton, T. D.(Derbyshire, N.E. | 


Boulton, A. C. F. (Ramsey) 
Brace, William 

Bramsdon, T. A. 

Branch, James 

Brigg, John 

Bright, J. A. 

Brocklehurst, W. D.i 

Brodie, H. C. : 

Brooke, Stopford 

Brunner, J. F. L. (Lanes. Leigh 
Brunner, Sir John T. (C heshire) 
Bryce, Rt. Hn. Jas. (Aberdeen) 
Bryce, J.A (Inverness Burghs) 





The Committee divided 
(Division List No. 185.) 
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| Nield, Herbert 

| O'Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 

| Parker, Sir Gilbert (Gravesend) 

| Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlington) 

Percy, Earl 

Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 

Rasch, Sir Frederic Carne 

Ratcliff, Major R. F. 

| Rawlinson, John Frederick P. 

Remnant, James Farquaharson 
Roberts, S. (Sheffield, Ecclesall) 

Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 

Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 

Salter, Arthur Clavell 

| Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 

Smith, Abel H.( Hertford, East) 

Smith,F. E. (Liverpool, Walton) 

Starkey, John R. 

| Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Talbot, Rt. Hn.JG(Oxf’dUniv. 

Thomson, W. Mitchell-( Lanark 

Thornton, Perey M. 

Turnour, Viscount 

Walker, Col. W.H. (Lancashire) 

Walrond, Hon. Lionel 

| Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid.) 

| Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 

| Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 

| Wilson, A. Stanley (York, E. R. 
Wortley, Rt. Hn. C. B. Stuart. 

| Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 

Younger, George 


| TELLERS FOR THE NOES—Sir 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 


Question put, “‘ That the Clause stand 
necessary to} part of the Bill.” 


364 ; 


:—Aves, 


Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Buckmaster, Stanley O. 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Burnyeat, J. D. W. 

Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Buxton, Rt.Hn.Sydney Charles 
Byles, William Pollard 

Cairns, Thomas 

Carr-Gomm, H. W. 
Causton, Rt. Hn. Richard Knight 
Cawley, Frederick 

Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, HWinston Spencer 
Clarke, C. Goddard 

Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, W. 

Coats, Sir T. Glen (Renfrew, W. 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins, Sir W. J. (S. Pancras, W 
Cooper, G. J. 

Corbett, C.H(Sussex, E.Grnist’d 
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Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 
Cory, Clifford John 
Cotton, Sir H. J.S. 
Cowan, W. H. 

(‘remer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 
Crosfield, A. H. 

Cross Alexander 
Crossley, William J. 
Dalziel, James Henry 
Davies, David (MontgomeryCo. | 
Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, M. Vaughan- (Cardigan 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, 8.) 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, 8.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh. ) 
Dickinson, W. H. (StPancrasN. 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dobson, Thomas W. 

Dodd, W. H. 

Duckworth, James 

Dunean, C.(Barrow-in- Furness | 
Dunean, J. H. (York, Otley) 
Dunne, MajorE. Martin( Walsall | | 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Edwards, Frank (Radnor) | 
Ellis, Rt. Hon. John Edward | 
Erskine, David C. | 
Essex, R. W. 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Faber, G. H. (Boston) 

Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, 1. R 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 
Findlay, Alexander 

Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Furness, Sir Christopher 
Gardner, Col. Alan( Hereford, S 
Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A H. 
(iledstone, Rt. Hn. Herbert J. 
Glendinning, R. G. 
Glover, Thomas 
Goddard, Daniel Ford 
Cooch, George Peabody 
Grant, Corrie 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) | 
«reenwood, Hamar ( York) 
Grove, Archibald 
Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Gulland, John W. 
Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 

Hall, Frederick 

Harcourt, Right Hon. Lewis 
Hardie, J.Keir(MerthyrTydvil) 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r. 
Harmsworth, R. L.(Caithn’ss-sh. 
Hart- Davies, T. 

Harvey A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harwood, George 

Haslam, James (Derbyshire) 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Helme, Norval Watson 





Education (England 


| Horniman, Emslie John 


| Kearley 


| Mackarness, Frederic C. 
| Maclean, Donald 


{3 JuLY 1906} 


Henderson, J.M (Aberdeen, W. 
Henry, Charles S. 

Herbert, Colonel Ivor (Mon.,S.) | 
Herbert, T. Araold (Wycombe) | 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hobhuuse, Charles E. H. 
Holden, E. Hopkinson 

Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hooper, A. G. 

Hope, W. Bateman(SomersetN. | 


Horridge, Thomas Gardner 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Illingworth, Percy H. 

Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 

Jackson, R.%. 

Jacoby, James Alfred 

Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones, Sir D.Brynmor(Swansea 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, Wm. (Carnarvonshire) 
Hudson F. 

Kekewich Sir George 
Kincaid-Smith Captain 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Kitson, Sie James 

Laidlaw, Robert 
Lamb, Edmund G. (Leominster | 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lambert, George 

Lamont Norman 

Layland- Barratt, Francis | 
Lea, Hugh Cecil (St. Pancras, EF.) | 
Leese, Sir J. F. -(Acecrington) | 
Lever A. Levy( Essex, Harwich) 
Lever, W. H. (Cheshire, Wirral | 
Levy, Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. 
Lough, Thomas 
Lupton, Arnold 
Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 
Lyell, Charles Henry 
Lynch, H. B. 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J.M.( Falkirk B’ ghs) 


David 


Maenamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
M‘Arthur, William 

M‘Callum, John M. 

M‘Crae, George 

M‘Kenna, Reginald 

M‘Laren, Sir C. B. (Leicester) 
M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 

Mallet, Charles E. 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Mansfield, H. Rendall (Lincoln) 
Markham, Arthur Basil 

Marks, G. Croydon (Launcest’n 
Marnham, F. J. 

Mason, A. E. W. (Coventry) 
Massie, J. . 
Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Molteno, Percy Alport 





Morley, Rt. Hon. 
| Morrell, Philip 

| Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
| Murray, 


| Price, C.E.( 


| Priestley, 
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| Mond, A. 


Montagu, E.S 

Montgomery, H. H. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthe 1) 
John 


James 
Myer, Horatio 
Napier, T.B. 


| Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) 
Newnes, Sir George 


(Swansea) 
Nicholls, George 
Nicholson, Chas. N. 


(Doneaster 


| Norman, Henry 


Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nussey, Whomas Willans 
Nuttall, Harr- 


O’ Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 


| Parker, James ( Halifax) 


Partington, Oswald 

Paul, Herbert 

Paulton, James Mellor 
Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek} 


| Pearce William (Limehouse) 
| Pearson, Sir W. 


D. (Colchester) 
Pearson, W.H.M(Suffolk, Eye) 


| Perks, Robert William 
| Philipps, Col. Ivor(S’*thamptoa 


Philipps, J. Wynford( Pembroke 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 

Pirie, Duncan V. 
Pollard, Dr. 
Edinburgh, Central) 
», Robert John ( Norfork, FE. 
Arthur (Grantham) 
Radford, G. H. 

Rainy, A. Holland 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

tea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Rees, J. D. 

Renton, Major Leslie 

Richards, Thomas (WMonm’th 
Richards, T. F.(Wolverh’ mton) 
Richardson, A. 

Rickett, J. ¢ — 

Ridsdale, E. A. 

Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, John H. ( Denbighs) 
Robertson, Rt. Hn. E. (Dundee 
Robertson, SirGScott( Bradford 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, 8. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rogers F. E, Newman 

Rose, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Walter 

Russell, T. W. 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Clevelan:) 
Samuel, S. M. (Whitechapel) 
Searisbrick, T. T. L. 
Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Schwann, SirC. E( Manchester) 
Scott, A.H.( Ashton underLyns) 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seddon, J. 


Price 
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Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. Hawick, B.) 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Silcock, Thomas Ball 

Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Snowdon, P. 

Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Soares, Ernest J 

Spicer, Albert 

Stanger, H. Y. 

Stanley, Hn. A. Lyulph(Chesh. ) 
Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith. D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B.S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Summerbell, T. 

Sutherland, J. FE. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Tennant, Sir Edw. (Salisbury) 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 


Abraham, Wm. (Cork, N.E.) 
Ambrose, Robert 

\nson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Aubrey-Fletcher Rt.Hon.SirH. 
Baidwin, Alfred 

Balfour, Rt. HnA.J.(CityLond. 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 


Baring, Hon. Guy (Winchester | 


Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry, N. 
Beach, Hn. Michael HughHicks 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 

Biake. Edward 

Boland, John 

Bowles, G. Stewart 

Bov'e.Sir Edward 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Brotherton, Edward Allen 

Bull. Sir William James 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 

Burke. FE. Haviland- 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, E. Hildred 

Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cavendish, Rt.Hon. VictorC.W. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John J. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) 
Chamberlain, Rt. Hn.J.(Birm.) 
Coates, E. Feetham( Lewisham) 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Cox, Harold 





Education (England 





{COMMONS} 


| Thomas, Abel (Carmarthen, E. 
| Thomas, Sir A. (Glamorgan, E.) 
Thomas, David A. (Merthyr) 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Thompson, J.W.H.(Somerset, E 
Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Verney, F. W. 

Vivian, Henry 

Walker, H. De R.(Leicester) 
Wallace, Robert 

Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Sir John L. (Leeds, 8.) 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Ward, John (Stoke upon Trent) 
Wardle, George J. 

Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason, John Cathcart (Orkney 
Waterlow, D.S. 

Watt, H. Anderson 

Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 
Whitbread, Howard 





NOES. 


Craig, Captain Jas. (Down, FE. 
| Craik, Sir Henry 

Crean, Eugene 

Cullinan, J. 

Dalrymple, Viscount 

Delany, William 

Devlin, Chas. Ramsay (Galway 
Dillon, John 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFred Dixon 
Donelan, Captain A. 

Doughty. Sir George 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 

| Dutfy, William J. 

Duncan, Robt. (Lanark,Govan 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 

| Fabe, George Denison (York) 
Faber, Capt. W. V. (Hants, W.) 
Fardell, Sir T. George 

Farrell, James Patrick 

Fell, Arthur 

Ffrench, Peter 

Field, William 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 
Fletcher, J.S. 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Gilhooly, James 

Ginnell, L. 

Gordon, J. (LonudonderrySouth 
Gordon, SirW Evans-(T’rH mlts 
Haddock, George R. 

Halpin, J. 

Hammond, John 

Hardy, Laurence( Kents, Abford 
Harrison- Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 

| Hayden. John Patrick 

| Healy, Timothy Michael 

| Hervey, F.W.F.( BuryS Ed's) 








and I] ules) Bill, 


White, George (Norfolk) 
White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire 
White, Luke( York, E. R.) 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Sir Thomas Palmer 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williains, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth } 
Williamson, A. 

Wills, Arthur Walters 

Wilson, H. J. (York, W. R.) 
Wilson, John (Durham, Mid) 
Wilson, J. W. (Worcestershire) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, 8.} 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton 
Winfrey, R. 

Wodehouse, Lord (Norfolk Mid 
Wood, T M’Kinnon 
Woodhouse, SirJ.T( Hudd’rsfi'c 
Yoxall, Thomas Henry 
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| TELLERS 





FOR THE AYES—M1 
Whiteley and Mr. J. A. 


Pease. 


) 
{| Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury 


Hill, HenryStaveley(Statffordsh 
Hills, J. W. 

Hogan, Michael 

Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Hunt, Rowland 

Joyce, Michael 

Kennaway, 2t. Hn. Sir John H 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt.Hon.Col.W 
Keswick, William 

Kilbride, Denis 

King, Sir Henry Seymour(Hul! 
Lane- Fox, G. R. 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Lee, A. H. (Hants., Fareham) 
Lockwood, Rt. Hn. Lt.-Col.A.R 
Long, Col. Chas. W. (Evesham } 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lundon, W. 

Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macl ver, David (Liverpool) 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
Macpherson, J. T. 

MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down, S 
MaeVeigh, Chas. (Donegal, E.) 
M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
M‘Tver, SirLewis( Fdinburgh, W 
M‘Kean, John 

M‘Killop, W. 

Magaus, Sir Philip 

Marks, H. H. (Kent) 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Meagher, Michael 
Meysey-Thompson, E. C. 
Middlemore, John Throgmorton 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Mooney. J.J. 

Morpeth. Viscount 

Muntz, Sir Philip A. 
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Murphy, John 

Nicholson, Wim. G. (Petersfield) 
Nield, Herbert 

Nolan, Joseph 
O’Brien, Kendal( Tipperary Mid. 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Brien, William (Cork) 
O’Connor, Jas. (Wicklow, W.) 
O'Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 

0’ Doherty, Philip 

O’ Hare, Patrick 

0’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 
O'Malley, William 

O’ Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
O'Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Parker, Sir Gilbert (Gravesend) 
Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlington) 
Perey, Earl 

Powell, Sir Francis Sharp |..; ig 


Reddy, M. 





Whereupon the Chairman left the 
Chair to make his Report to the House. 
sit 


Committee report to 


again to-morrow. 


progress ; 


EDUCATION (ENGLAND AND WALES) 
[EXPENSES], 

Resolution reported: ‘That it 

expedient to authorise the payment, 

out of moneys provided by Parliament, 

additional annual 


is 


of an grant, not 
exceeding £1,000,000, to be distributed 
among local education authorities in 
pursuance of any Act of the present 
session to make further provision with 
respect to education in England and 
Wales, and of the remuneration an 
expenses of the Commissioners ap- 


pomted under such Act.” 


Resolution read a Second time. 


Question, “That this House doth 


agree with the Committee in the said | 


Resolution,” put forthwith, pursuant 


to the Order of the House of the 1&th | 


June, and agreed to. 


GREAT NORTHERN (IRELAND) 
MIDLAND RAILWAYS BILL [Lorps] 
(By OrpeER). 


Read a second time, and committed. 


Mr. J. MACVEAGH (Down, 8S.) said 
that in moving the Instruction which 
stood in his name, it wes necessary, 
for the information of those Members 


Power, Patrick Joseph 

Rasch, SirFrederic Carne 
Ratclff, Major R. F. 

Rawlinson, John Frederick Peel 

et 4 Vincent, Col. Sir C. E. Howard 
tedmond, John E( Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Roberts, 8. (Sheffield, Eeclesall 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, W. 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 

Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Sheehan, Daniel Daniel 

Smith, Abel H.( Hertford, East) 

Smith, F. E. (Liverpool, Walton 

Starkey, John R. 

Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Sullivan, Donal 


AND | 
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Talbot, Rt.HnJ.G.(Oxf'dUniv 
Thomson, W. Mitchell( Lanark) 
Thoriaton, Perey M. 

Turnour, Viscount 


Wolker, Col. W. H. (Laneash. 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 

Warde, Col. C. E. (Kent, Mid) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Williams, Col. R. Dorset, W.) 
Willoughby de Kresby, Lord 
Wilson, A. Stanley (York, E.R 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart 
Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
Young, Samuel 

Younger, George 


W. ( Liverpool) 


TELLERS FOR THE NOES — Sir 
Alexander Acland Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 





| who are not acquainted with the cir- 
cumstances, that he should state the 
reasons why he and his colleagues 
thought it should be adopted by the 
House. In the first instance he would 
deal with the objection which the pro- 
motors raised. The railway companies 
| urged that it would be unfair on the part 
‘ the House to dictate to a limited 
! 

| 





liability company as to how it should 
appoint its clerical staff. The answer 
to that was obvious. Railway com- 
panies came to this House for powers, 
| privileges, and monopolies, and tiis 
House had a perfect right when con- 
| ferring such monopolies to attach any 
| restrictions and conditions it might think 
| fit. The powers conferred were not in the 
|nature of a gift. They were a public 
‘trust; and it was not only the right 
| but the duty of Parliament to see that 
ithe trust was exercised wisely and to 
|the public interest. He should show 
‘that the Great Northern Railway Com- 
| pany of Ireland had not used its trust, 
so far as its appointments were con- 
cerned, either wisely or in the public 
interest, and upon that ground they 
asked the House to restrain this Com- 
pany from further abusing the trust 
'reposed in it. The second line of 
| defence was that there was no precedent 
for imposing this condition on railway 
companies. That was true. But if no 
/ such condition had been imposed on any 
English company it was because no 
|English railway company would dare 
to act as the Great Northern of Ire- 
land had acted, and he had not the 
slightest doubt that when the House 
heard the facts it would decide that if 


’ 
al 





1735 


(fre at North vi (Trelund) 


there was no precedent, it would at once 
create one. In any event, they were 
dealing not with England where, as he 
had said, such abuses would be impos- 
sible, but with Ireland, and in Ireland 
there were plenty of precedents, for 
every important Irish railway except 
this one had already voluntarily adopted 
the system of open competitive exa- 
minations. What was their com- 
plaint? This was a new Parliament, 
but it was already old enough to have 
learned, from the performances of the 
Ulster Unionist Members, that the real 
reason of the opposition to Home Rule 
was the fear that their political and 
religious ascendency in Ireland would 
pass away. He thought it was Byron 
who said of Irish landlords that their 
being, end, aim, existence, was rent, 
rent, rent; and, paraphrasing that, one 
might say of the Irish Unionists that 
their being, end, aim, existence, was 
jobs, jobs, jobs. Not content with 
holding nine out of ten patronage 
appointments under Government in 
Ireland they controlled the appointments 
to all the Irish railways and nearly all 
the banks, which thus became a close 
preserve of the little ascendency gang; 
but public opinion asserted itself and 
the other chief railways thought it wiser 
to end this bigoted system and to throw 
their clerkships open to competition. 
Only a few weeks ago the Nationalist Mem- 
bers had opposed the Dublin, Wicklow, and 
Wexford Railway Bill, although his hon. 
friend the M2mber for North Wexford 
was one cf the directors, until the hon. 
Member and his colleagues agreed to do 
what they asked the House to compel the 
Great Northern Company to do now 
They had no complaint against the 
Dublin, Wicklow and Wexford Railway, 
and their only reason for taking that step 
was that they desired to treat all railway 
companies, whether their directors were 
Nationalists or Unionists, with absolute 
impartiality The Great Northern was 
the only Irish Railway which feared the 
terrible consequences of competitive 
eXaminations. It stood shivering on the 
brink but was afraid to take the plunge, 
and he hoped the House would assist it in 
arriving at a right determination. He 
had in his possession full details of the 
salaries paid in all the departments of the 


company, but he should not weary the | 


Mr. J. Mac Veugh. 
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House with details. He might say, 
however, that in whcle departments 
there was not one official who pro- 
fessed the political or religious faith of 
the overwhelming majority of the Irish 


|people, of the population of the districts 


icustomers. 
ordinary coincidence ? 
‘at the Dublin 


through which this railway ran and of its 
Was not that an extra- 
The salaries paid 
terminus—he did not 


‘include the weekly wages of workmen— 


‘amounted to 


ithe Belfast terminus, 


(of them 
suspected of 
| glorious, 


£21,130 and only £720 went 
to officials sharing the predominant 
religious opinions of the country. At 
it was the same 


story; the idolators got £895 out of 
£7,862; whilst in the manager’s office, in 


the secretary’s, in the cashier’s, in the 
engineer's, there was not even one in- 
individual who did not subscribe to the 
Thirty-nine Articles or their equivalent. 
There were sixty-eight officials drawing 
salaries of £150 or upwards, and 
with one solitary exception none 
could by any possibility be 
want of loyalty to the 
pious and immortal memory 
of William the Third. These figures 
were too remarkable to be accidental, 
and were strongly at variance with the 
results of every competitive examination 
in Ireland. He had read in an Orange 
paper published in Befast that if their 
demands were conceded the loyal 
minority would be driven out of Ireland. 
Well, if the loyal minority could not 
stand the test of competitive examina- 
tions, it was the only argument he ever 
heard for their extermination, and he 
regretted that such an argument should 
come from a Party that claimed to have 
two-thirds of the wealth, three-fourths of 
the patriotism, and an absolute monopoly 
of the intelligence of the country. He 


|was told that it would be said on behalf 


of the promoters that they already had 


‘competitive examinations, but if that were 
so, why did they issue the other day a 


‘would be undesirable ? 


statement to Members of this House to 
the effect that competitive examinations 
Why did they 
oppose and reject at the last half- 


yearly meeting of shareholders a reso- 
lution for competitive examinations ? The 


Chairman and the General Manager at- 


tended a conference summoned a few 
weeks ago by the Chairman of Ways and 


‘Means, and made no such impudent 
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assertion then. On the contrary, they 
entered into an agreement with the 
opponents of the measure to establish im- 
mediately such examinations, and within 
forty-eight hours, with scandalous breach 
of faith, they repudiated the proposals 
which they had put forward in their own 
handwriting. The examinations they 
held were merely qualifying examinations, 
subject to nomination ; and these were in 
no sense of the term either open or com- 
petitive examinations. The promoters 
had aggravated that breach of faith by 
circulating a statement to members 
setting out that this was essentially a 
matter for the proprietors, and giving 
figure, by which they alleged that this 
demand was rejected by the shareholders. 
He denied that it was a matter only for 
the shareholders; it was a matter for 
the Irish people and for this House ; 
and the figures of the alleged division 
amounted to a scandalous and wilful 
falsehood and a deliberate attempt to 
deceive this House. There was no vote 
whatever on that Motion, for the simple | 
reason that the Chairman arbitrarily, and | 
to his mind illegally, refused a poll, and | 
the poll, as the promoters well knew, was | 
on the question of bringing forward three | 
Bills in Parliament. As for the claim 
that the directors should be allowed to | 
disqualify any candidate for general | 
unfitness, they resisted it because they 
knew how that power would be used. 
The Civil Service did not claim any such 
veto, and it was quite unnecessary. The 
competitive examination would test the 
youth’s intellectual fitness, the medical 
examination would test his physical fit- 
ness, and if he was found generally 
unsuited he could be dismissed. The 
only other test that could be applied | 
was that of personal beauty, and he 
objected to setting up the Great Northern 
directors as beauty specialists. If it 
were applied to the management of the 
line, the general manager might escape, | 
but there would, he feared, be a few 
vacancies on the board ; and, personally, 
although he could sit in that House, he 
would under a beauty test be ineligible for 
a Great Northern clerkship. The remedy 
they proposed was a very simple one. | 
They asked for neither favour, nor pre- | 
ference, nor ascendancy, for they were | 
net going to cestroy one ascendancy 


in order to establish another; but what 
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they did ask for was a fair field and no 
favour, and let the best man win. The 
whole Civil Service of the country was 
based on open competition, and despite 
all the dangers and terrors of that system, 
the Empire still survived, and was 
dragged like King Charles’ head into 
every speech that an Ulster Unionist 
tried to make. Competitive examina- 
tions prevailed in all the other Irish 
railways, and in the Dublin Corporation ; 
and last year, even under a Conservative 
Government, the Belfast Corporation, 
when it came to this House, had to accept 
the principle. Their proposal would 
remove many abuses, and would inflict 
no injustice on any human being. They 
asked the House not to sanction the con- 
tinuance of a system that was part of a 
religious ascendancy—an ascendancy, let 
him remind hon. Members, which pressed 
upon Irish Nonconformists almost as 
severely as it did upon Irish Catholics. If 
an English railway company. with a 
board of directors who were all Church- 
men, resolutely set themselves to exclude 
Nonconformists from their service, this 
House of Commons would give them 
short shrift ; and as this was a Parliament 
that put in the forefront the doctrine of 
‘‘ no religious tests,” he felt sure that it 
would not hesitate to say that it would 
no longer tolerate the application of 


‘religious tests to clerks of this Irish 


railway company. He begged to move. 


Mr. DODD (Tyrone, N.) said he 
seconded the resolution of the hon. 
Gentleman with much pleasure. He 


should have thought that the Great 
Northern Railway would have been only 
too glad to have accepted such a resolu- 
tion. If it was asked why this was 
pressed upon the Great Northern Rail- 
way Company he would say it was 
because it had got a monopoly from 
the State. Its lines extended over a 
very large part of Ireland, and it em- 
ployed a very large number of men. 
Therefore they thought it was only 
right that the Nonconformists and 
Catholics of Ireland should have an 
equal chance of obtaining employment 
in that undertaking. He hoped the 
Instruction would not be opposed. He 
recognised gratefully the benefits which 
the railway had conferred on Ireland in 
opening up the country, and he was 
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very desirous that this Bill should be | 


He 
reason- 
course they 


read a second time and_ passed. 
considered the Instruction a 
able one, although of 
recognised that there were some 
situations which were above com- 
petitive examination as well as others 
which were below it; but inside those 
two limits a great company like the 
Great Northern Railway Company of 
Ireland should not object to such a 
reasonable suggestion as this. It was a 
legitimate claim to make that vacancies 
should be filled by the successful candi- 
dates in competitive examinations, and 
he should have thought it would be a 
great relief to the company itself not 
to have to exercise patronage of this 
kind. Perhaps some hon. Member on 
the other side would relieve the Com- 
mittee from the obligation to discuss 
this matter by giving an undertaking 
that the railway company would accept 
the Instruction. Of course they must 
have a proper undertaking, and he would 
like the hon. Gentleman who gave it 
also to say that the proxies at the next 
general meeting of the company would 
not be used for the purpose of defeating 
the undertaking given in this House. 


Motion made, and Question proposed. 
“That it be an instruction to the Com- 
mittee on the Bill to insert a clause pro- 
viding that all future appointments to 
clerkships of the Great Northern Railway 
(Ireland) and of the Midland Railway in 
Treland shall be made only after and as 
a result of open competitive examinations; 
that the examinations shall be conducted 
by two examiners, whose remuneration 
shall be fixed by the Committee, one of 
the examiners to be appointed by the 
Provost of Trinity College, Dublin, or 
the head of any other educational institu- 
tion, and the other by the Rector of 
University College, Stephen’s Green, 
Dublin; that the vacancies shall be filled 
in the order of merit of the candidates, 
as reported by the examiners, subject 
to medical examination; and that due 
notice of such examinations shall be 
published in at least four Nationalist 
and‘four Unionist daily papers in Ireland. 
—[{Mr. Jeremiah MacVeagh.| 


Mr. GORDON (Londonderry, 8.) said 
the Instruction which had just been 
Mr. Dodd. 


{COMMONS} and Midlund Railways Bill. 1740 


moved was an absolutely unprecedented 
proposition to place before the House.. 
When any public company came to 
Parliament for power to carry out 2 
scheme the questions to be considered 
were those immediately connected with 
the scheme itself, and if the House 
of Commons were satisfied that the 
company applying for such powers had 
violated some great principle an 
had not kept within the powers which 
they already possessed, they had a 
perfect right to reject any Bill pro- 
moted by that particular company. But 
when a company asked for something 
which was reasonable, he thought they 
were entitled at any rate to have the 
opinion of a Select Committee upon their 
measure. The case was, however, dif- 
ferent with regard to matters which were 
extraneous and outside the ambition 
of the Bill itself, and in reference to such 
matters this House had not been in the 
habit of entertaining Instructions. They 
had now before them a Bill which had 
passed through the other House, and it 
was a measure which could not be ob- 
jected to in regard to its principles or 
the objects and aims which it sought 
powers to carry out. The Bill was 
intended to do gor xl service to the people 
of County Donegal. It would relieve 
some of the baronies in that county of 
their guarantees, and would also hand 
over a certain sum of money to the 
Treasury. What the company had to 
do in return was to take over two little 
lines in Donegal, both of them having 
baronial guarantees. These lines were 
making a little profit, and the Govern- 


ment had advanced money to build 
them, but in return for this the 
company undertook to pay to the 


Government a certain amount of money 
in lieu of those profits. Outside 
this House it would be regarded as 
intolerable that the management of the 
private aflairs of a company should be 
dictated by any outside body. This 
Instruction proposed to insert into the 
Bill a clause in regard to matters con- 


nected with the railway which did 
not appertain to the public at all. 
He wished to point out that this 


company did not profess to provide 


all these facilities as philanthrop sts, 
but as a money - making con ern. 
The House was now being asked 
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to put a restriction upon the con- 
trol of the company over its own affairs 
such as had never been asked for before 
in Parliament. [“ No, no.”] Well, he 
had only heard of one similar instance, 
and that was in the case of the Belfast 
Corporation when they were seeking 
powers to buy the tramways. But what 
a difference there was between the two 
cases. The Belfast Corporation were 
going to use the money of the ratepayers 
who had no control whatever in the 
matter, and they were being compelled 
to submit to the Belfast Corporation bor- 
rowing money upon the credit of the 
rates to work the tramways, and, natur- 
ally, they asked for a provision to be 
put in as to the appointment of clerks. 
In the present case no person was com- 
pelled to take shares in the company, 
and he did not think that the House 
ought to put upon the management of 
a distinctly commercial undertaking 
such conditions as went beyond anything 
that had been done before. What was 
the avowed objection put forward ? 
It was a question of religion. The 
next time such a measure was brought 


forward they might have an In- 
struction moved that the directorate 


must have upon it a certain number 
belonging to one Church, and a certain 
number belonging to another Church, or 
to some particular Party. When the 
House was asked to do this kind of thing 
in the interests of a particular political 
Party what would be the state of things 
when another political Party came into 
power and attempted to reverse the order 
of things? He, therefore, asked the 
House to pause before sanctioning the 
beginning of a process which it was very 
difficult indeed to see the end of. In this 
House Parties changed, and it was not 
long ago that Parties had changed. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 
8.): Thank God. 


Mr. GORDON said they might change 
again before long and then the Nationalist 
Party would not get everything. If the 
House was going to allow itself to be 
carried away from the consideration of 
important matters by interruptions of 
that sort when measures necessary for 
the development of Ireland were brought 
forward it would be a very great misfor- 
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tune. It had been stated that certain 
sums of money had been paid to Roman 
Catholics. He had inquired into this 
matter, and the directors informed him 
that they did not know anything about 
the matter. [Cries of “Oh” from the 
NatronaList Benches.] It was by in- 
terruptions of that kind that hon. Members 
below the Gangway hoped to carry this 
measure through. The directors were 
men whom the people of Ireland knew 
very well, and they had assured him that 
they did not know anything about the 
accusation which had been made and 
they had no means of knowing. The 
appointments were made at the present 
time by examination, and why should 
they not be allowed to appoint the best 
men they could get ? Did anyone think 
for a moment that a body of intelligent 
men working a large concern like this 
successfully would fail to get the best 
men they could because some of them 
belonged to the Roman Catholic Church 
and others were Protestants? As 
business men their first aim was to get the 
best men they could and obtain the best 
value they could for their money, and 
that was what was being done by this 
company. He was inclined to think 
that if the Chairman of Ways and Means 
had been present he would have dis- 
agreed with what had been stated by the 
hon. Member who had moved this In- 
struction. The hon. Member had stated 
that the representatives of the railway 
company entered into an agreement to 
grant this competitive examination ; but 
what actually took place was that the 
matter was discussed with the only two 
representatives of the company who were 
present, and they stated that although 
they could not bind the company they 
would bring forward a scheme for com- 
petitive examinations. [An IrisH Mem- 
BER: Nothing of the kind.] 


Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN (Kilkenny): 
I was present, and nothing of the kind 
occurred. 


Mr. GORDON said he was instructed 
to that effect. [A NationaList MEMBER: 
What is the fee on your brief?] He 
had inquired, and he had been told, upon 
authority which he believed, that all tha: 
happened was that these gentlemen 
made that offer but said they could not 
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bind the company. There were only 
two of them present representing the 


company, one of them the chair- 
man of the company and the other 
the manager, and how could those | 


two gentlemen bind the whole board of 
directors or the shareholders? All they 
said was that they would put it before 
the shareholders. [“ No, no.’] That 
was at any rate what he was informed 
actually took place. The directors of 
the company were perfectly willing 
and they had thenselves put forward a 
scheme which they were willing to put 
before a meeting of the shareholders 
and recommend for their approval. 
Beyond that they could not go, and he 
did not think this House ought to ask 
them to go any further. They were 
quite willing to give that undertaking. 
The appointments were made by com- 
petitive examination at the present 
moment. [A NATIONALIST MEMBER : 
They are not.] He thought the 
directors knew their own business and 
that was what they had told him. [A 
NATIONALIST MéEMBER: Then _ they 
have instructed you wrongly.) This 
was a matter which was more within 
the knowledge of the board of directors. 
Was it reasonable to insert an Instruc- 
tion that certain persons outside this 
House and outside the company should 
be the persons to appoint the examiners ? 
The terms which the directors were 
willing to offer were that they had pre- 
pared a scheme dealing with the appoint- 


ment of clerks which they had resolved | 


to submit at the next half-yearly meeting, 
and they would use their best endeavours 
to have it confirmed. When 
directors said that, he thought that even 
the hon. Member for South Tyrone 
would agree with him that they 
might be trusted to carry out anything 
which they undertook to do. Surely 
that statement was not capable of any 
double meaning. 


THE PRESIDENT or tHE BOARD or 
TRADE (Mr. Lioyp-Georce  Car- 
narvon Boroughs): Does that mean 
that the directors will use their proxies 
in favour of the scheme ? 

Mr. GORDON: Yes. 


He was very 


glad of that interruption, and he could , 


assure the right hon. Gentleman that the 
Mr. Gordon, 
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directors intended it to be a real eom- 
promise. He would now leave the 
matter entirely in the hands of the 
House, and he hoped it would be dealt 
with as a matter of principle. He 
hoped the abuse which had been in- 
dulged in would not operate upon the 
House or influence them to do some- 
thing which would be a great injustice 
to a great commercial undertaking. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) 
said the House would be under some 
difficulty in dealing with this matter un- 
less they had some authoritative state- 
ment on behalf of the railway company. 
The hon. Member for South Londonderry 
had spoken with authority, because he 
had told them that he had spoken from 
instructions. When the hon. Member 
rose he entertained the hope that he 
would have approached this question 
in an entirely different spirit and that 
he would have been able to give, not 
only in the letter, but also in the spirit 
of his speech some undertaking that they 
could accept. But the whole spirit of the 
speech of the hon. and learned Member 
was a protest against any interference 
with this company at all. The House 
of Commons was dealing with a Bill 
introduced by the company asking for 
certain powers, and yet the hon. and 
learned Member spoke of this House 
as an outside body, and protested against 
an outside authority interfering in the 
management of the company. All that 
they were asking for in this matter was 


that this company should do what all the 
he | other railway companies had already 
the | 


done voluntarily. The hon. and learned 
Member seemed to be under the delusion 
that the action of the Nationalist Party 


_in this matter was animated by a desire 


to have in the employment of this com- 
pany a certain number of Catholics 
and a certain number of Protestants. 
The hon. and learned Gentleman said 
that the object of the railway company 
was to have the best men possible in 
the employment. What was asked was 
that there should be a system of com- 
petitive examination which would pro- 
vide for the engagement of the best men. 


| With reference to the question of the 


religion of those employed, all he had 
to say was that it was monstrous for the 
hon. Gentleman to ask the House ol 
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Commons to assume that in the employ- 
ment of this company there could not 
be found even one percent. of men of the 
religion of the majority of the country 
fit to carry out the work. [Cries of 
“No.”] Yes; the hon. and _ learned 
Gentleman’s speech amounted to that. 
The hon. and learned Gentleman’s argu- 
ment was that the company employed 
the best men they could get. Not one 
per cent. of these men were Catholics. 


Mr. GORDON: My statement was 
that the directors did not know 
religion of the men. 
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quite sure the hon. Gentleman would 
have explained to the House that such 
an Instruction in connection with a Bill of 
this sort would not in the ordinary course 
be a proper one tosend to the Committee. 
He thought the assurance given by his 


| hon. and learned friend should suffice to 


assure the House that so far as this 
railway company was concerned there 
was no desire to do anything which was 
not perfectly fair and above board. He 


| sincerely hoped the House would treat 


the | 
They do not know | 


whether these figures are correct or not. 


I entirely repudiate the idea of the hon. 


and learned Gentleman that I said that. | 


Mr. J. REDMOND said he could not 
see that the interruption of the hon. 
and learned Gentleman affected his 
argument. If on examination it turned 
out that not one percent. of the men were 
Catholics, it followed, therefore, that in 
the opinion of the railway company 
Catholics were not competent for the 
carrying out of the work. That was a 
monstrous assumption to make. All 
that he and his friends were asking in 
this matter was that this railway com- 
pany should do what the Great Southern 
and Western Company and the Dublin, 
Wicklow and Wexford Company had 


done voluntarily. What was the ob- 


the matter in a large spirit of tolerance 
and sympathy. He also hoped that 
someone on the Front Bench would state 
the views of the Government on the 
matter. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE (Carnarvon 
Boroughs) said he had hoped that 
the representatives of the railway com- 
pany would have met some of his Nationa- 


list friends and that they would have 


seen their way to deal with what he 


| considered to be the grievance made out 


jection to this railway company under- | 


taking to do what the other railway 
companies had done? He had hoped 
that the hon. and learned Gentlman 


would be able to give an assurance which | 


would have satisfied his hon. friends, 
but as he had not done so he hoped the 


Instruction would be pressed to a 
division. 
Captain CRAIG (Down, E.) asked 


the hon. Member for South Down to 
withdraw the instruction in view of the 
assurance which had been given. In 
many parts of Ireland there was far too 
little railway communication, and it 
would be a great pity if this House were 
to-night to cripple railway communica- 
tion by passing the Instruction on the 
Paper, which had really nothing to do 


with the Bill actually before the House. | 
The Chairman of Ways and Means was 


absent, but if he had been here, he was 


in respect of the way in which the Great 
Northern Railway Company had acted. 
He confessed that after listening to the 
speech of the hon. and learned Gentleman 
he was completely disappointed. He 
had understood that the directors of the 
company weie prepared to meet hon. 
Members in a concilatory spirit, but, 
instead of doing so, the hon. and learned 
Gentleman had made and delivered a 
speech which made it absolutely im- 
possible for his hon. friends from Ireland 
to accept the assurance given at the end. 
In an assurance of that character every- 
thing depended on the spirit in which 
it was made. If the hon. and learned 
Gentleman represented the directors— 
and he had good reason to think that 
he did, not merely inside the House, but 
outside—he must know what was inside 
their minds, and what were exactly 
their views the matter. He had 
explained their policv in one of the 
most intolerant speeches he had ever 
heard in the House. He was not at 
all surprised that the hon. and learned 
Gentleman the Member for Waterford 
was absolutely unable to accept an 
The 
facts were perfectly notorious. They 
were summarised by the hon. Member for 
South Down in the figures he gave. Oi 


on 


assurance couched in such language. 
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the £21,150 paid in salaries at the Dublin | 
terminus—exclusive of weekly wages to. 
workmen—only £720 was paid to Catho- 
lics. Of the £7,862 paid in salaries at! 
the Belfast terminus only £895 was) 
paid to Catholics. The only answer 
given by the hon. and learned Gentleman 
to that very grave accusation as to the 
way in which the railway company dis-' 
pensed its patronage was that the direc- 
tor did not know the religion of the men. 
The railway company knew for weeks that 
this case was to be investigated when 
they came to this House for additional 
powers, and the hon. Gentleman opposite 
knew perfectly that the charge that was 
made by hon. Gentlemen from Ireland 
was true in substance and in fact. 


Capratn CRAIG said he knew nothing 
of the kind. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said that at 
any rate the hon. Gentleman had been in 
full possession of the facts. It was said 
that this was a very novel proposition, 
but then they were dealing with very 
novel circumstances. All that was asked 
was that the practice which had been 
initiated by other railway companies 
should be followed by the Great Northern 
Company. Under the circumstances he 
had no option except to support in 
substance the instruction which the hon. 
Member for South Down had moved. 
He proposed, however, to amend the 
instruction by leaving out the words 
‘after competitive examination” with 
the view of inserting “ held in accordance 
with such conditions as the Committee 
may prescribe.” 


Amendment proposed— 


‘In line 5, to leave out the words from the 
first word ‘examinations,’ to the end of the 
Question, in order to add the words ‘held in 
accordance with such regulations as the Com- 
mittee may prescribe.’”—(Mr. Lloyd-George) 
—instead thereof, 


Question proposed, “‘ That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 
Question.” 


Sir E, CARSON (Dublin University) 
said that the right hon. Gentleman who, 
he supposed, appeared in his position as 
President of the Board of Trade, although 
it was difficult to. imagine so, had said, 

Mr. Lloyd-George. 
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that the speech of the hon. Member for 
South Londonderry was one of the most 
intolerant he had ever listened to. The 
right hon. Gentleman was a good judge 
of intolerant speeches, and he thought he 
could call to mind many more intolerant 
speeches than that of his hon. friend 
which had been made by the right hon. 
Gentleman. The Instruction which had 
been moved would compel the Great 
Northern Railway to change their whole 
method of appointment of their staff 
when their undertaking was taken over 
by the Midland Railway. From what 
he knew of the matter, many share- 
holders would think that it was not 
worth while to take over these two 
baronial railways at the price which the 
President of the Board of Trade put upon 
them. 

Mr. KILBRIDE (Kildare, 8.): Your 


days of bullying are over. 


Sir E. CARSON said he did not sup- 
pose that the hon. Member who made 
that interruption, which he heard im- 
perfectly, would suppose that any in- 
solence or abuse would affect him. 


Mr. KILBRIDE: No; 


you in the coercion courts. 


we all know 


Str E. CARSON said it was perfectly 
plain to anyone who had _ followed 
Private Bills dealing with Irish railways 
this session that those responsible for 
the undertakings could not expect to get 
anything like the fair and orderly treat- 
ment which railway companies in other 
parts of the United Kingdom obtained. 
He thought the promoters of thes 
Bills ought to remember that, as in the 
Rathmines case, the question of bigotry 
would be the sole question which would 
be considered. Promoters ought to know 
that whereas in other cases they would 
have the Chairman of Committtes 
expressing his views, in the case 
of an Irish Bill that hon. Gentleman 
would run away for fear of having to 
express any opinion at all. The presence 
of the hon. Gentleman would have 
been welcome in this particular case 
because the discussion had turned upon 
a conference which was said to have 
taken place in his presence, various ac- 
counts of which had been given by those 
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interested in it. The railway company | 
had, through the Members who had 
spoken, made a very fair proposal, They 
suid they had drawn up a scheme for 
appointment by competition. They 
would submit it to their shareholders 
and do their best to get them to 
accept it. Anyone would suppose 
that that was a fair proposal, but 
the President of the Board of Trade | 
had made a speech as if he were sitting 
below the Gangway instead of trying 
to bring about some arrangement 
which should give satisfaction and have 
regard to the feelings of the shareholders. 
The truth of the matter was that the 
President of the Board of Trade looked 
at this question in a purely partisan way. 
ie cared nothing about the shareholders 
and directors, and in the great position 
to which he had attained—which many 
of them were glad he had attained to— 
he thought it consistent with his dignity 
to show that he was only anxious to 
gain the cheers of hon. Members below 
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the Gangway. He did not think such 
conduct was worthy of the right hon. 
Gentleman in a purely business matter. 
He believed that if any other railway 
company had come before the House 
and said they had formulated a scheme 
and they thought their shareholders 
should have an opportunity of expressing 
an opinion upon it the House would not 
have hesitated to say that that was a 
perfectly fair proposal to make. Of 
course, however, if the House voted for 
the Instruction the Great Nothern Com- 
pany would have the opportunity of 
considering whether they would proceed 
further with the Bill. 


Question put, and negatived. 
Words added. 
Main Question, as Amended, put. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 161; Noes, 
31. (Division List No. 186.) 


AYES. 


Abraham, Wm. (Cork, N.E.) 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Ambrose, Robert 

Astbury, John Meir 

Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barlow, Perey ( Bedford) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Belloe, Hilaire Joseph Peter R. 
Billson, Alfred 

Boland, John 

Brace, William 

Brigg, John 

Brodie, H.C. 

Brooke, Stopford 

Bryce, J.-A (Inverness Burghs) 
Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burnyeat, J. D. W. 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. 
Causton, Rt. Ha. Richard Knight 


Ferens, T. R. 
Field, William 


Fullerton, Hugh 
| Gilhooly, James 
| Gill, A. HL 


Ginnell, L. 


Halpin, J. 


Harcourt, Right 
| Haslam, James ( 


Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Edwards, Frank (Radnor) 
Evans, Samuel T. 

| Everett, R. Lace 


Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 
Flavin, Michael Joseph 


| Gladstone, Rt. Hn. HerbertJohn | 
Goddard, Daniel Ford 
| Gulland John W. 


| Hammond, John 


Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 


| Lamont, Norman 
Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lever, W. H. (Cheshire, Wirral 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Thomas 
Lundon, W. 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Mace Neill, John Gordon Swift 
Macpherson, J. T. 
Mac Veagh, Jeremiah( Down, 8.) 
MaeVeigh, Chas. (Donegal, E.) 
M‘Crae, George 
| M‘Kean, John 
M’ Kenna, Reginald 
MW’ Killop, W. 
| M‘Laren, H, D. (Statford, W.) 
| M'Micking, Major G. 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 

Markham, Arthur Basil 


y 


Hon. Lewis 
Derbyshire) 





Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon, R. R. 
Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 

‘ooper, i ® 

‘orbett.C. H.(Sussex EGrinst’d) 
ornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

‘rean, Eugene 

‘rostield, A. H. 

‘rossley, William J. 

‘ullinan, J. 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Delany, William 

Devlin, Chas. Ramsay (Galway) 
Dillon, John 

Dodd, W. H. 

Dutty, William J. 

Duncan, C.( Barrow-in- Furness) 
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Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 

Healy, ‘Timothy Michael 
Helme, Norval Watson 
Henderson, J.M.( Aberdeen, W.) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hogan, Michael 

Horniman, Emslie John 
Jenkins, J. 

Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, Wm. (Carnarvonshire) 
Joyce, Michael 
Kearley, Hudson E. | 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul | 
Kilbride, Denis | 
Kincaid-Smith, Captain 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) | 


3.N 


| Meagher, Michael 
| Montgomery, H. H. 
| Mooney,/J. os 


Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) 
Newnes, Sir George (Swansea) 
Nichols, George 

Nolan, Joseph 


| O’ Brien, Kendal( Tipperary Mid) 
| O'Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 


O’Connor, T. P. ( Liverpool) 
O’ Doherty, Philip 


| O'Hare, Patrick 
| O’ Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 


O'Kelly, Jas. (Roscommon, N.) 
O’ Malley, William 
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O'Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Parker, James (Halifax) 

Paul, Herbert 

Paulton, James Mellor 

Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Pirie, Dunean V. 

Power, Patrick Joseph 

Rainy, A. Holland 

Reddy, M. 

tedmond, John EK. (Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Richards, Thos.(W. Monmouth) 
Richardson, A. 

Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 
Robinson, 8, 

Roche, John (Galway, East) 


Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Barrie, H. 'T. (Londonderry, N,. 
Bowles, G. Stewart 
3ridgeman, W. Clive 
srotherton, Edward Allen 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, £. Hildred 
Carson, Rt Hn. Sir Edw, H., 
Castlereagh, Viscount 
Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 


Ordered, That it be an instruction to 











{COMMONS} 


Rose, Charles Day 

Russell, T. W. 

Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Samuel, 8. M. (Whitechapel) 
Schwann, Sir C.E.( Manchester) 
Scott, A.H.(Ashton under Lyne) 
Seddon, J. 

Seely, Major J. B. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Chas. Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick, B. 
Sheehan, Daniel Daniel 
Shipman, Dr, John G. 

Sileock, Thomas Ball 

Sullivan, Donal 

Summerbell, T. 

Taylor, John W. (Durham) 


NOES. 


Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) 
Dalrymple, Viscount 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Forster, Henry William 

Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 

Hill, Henry Staveley (Staff’sh.) 
Hills, J. W. 

Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 

Long, Col. Chas. W. (Evesham) 
M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
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Taylor, Taeodore C. (Radclific) 
Thompson, J.W. H.(Somerset, E. 
Walsh,Stephen 

Ward, John(Stoke-upon-Trent) 
Watt, H. Anderson 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, J. D. (Dumbartonshire) 
White, Luke (York, E. R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whiteley, George (York W. R.) 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Wilkie, Alexander 

Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 


of the House. 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES— 
Captain Donelan and Mr. 
Patrick O’ Brien. 


Meysey-Thompson, E. C, 
Montagu, E.S. 

Morpeth, Viscount 

Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlington) 
Thomson, W. Mitchell-( Lanark) 
Wortley, Rt. Hn. ©. B. Stuart- 
Younger, George 


Nores—Mr. 
and = Mr. 


TELLERS FOR THE 
John Gordon 
Lonsdale, 


And, it being after half-past eleven 











the Committee on the Bill to insert a 
clause providing that all future appoint- 
ments to clerkships of the Great Nor- 
thern Railway (Ireland) and of the Mid- 
land Railway in Ireland shall be made 
only after and as a result of open com- 
petitive examinations, held in accord- 
ance with such regulations as the Com- 
mittee may prescribe. 





of the clock on Tuesday evening, Mr. 
SPEAKER adjourned the House without 
Question put, pursuant to the Standing 
Order. 


Adjourned at twenty minutes 


after Twelve o’clock, 
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PUBLIC BILLS 


DEALT WITH IN VOLUME 


Those marked thus* are Government Bills. 


CLIX 











the last column refer to the page in this volume. 


The figures in parentheses in 
“li.t.|” following title 


indicates that the Bill eriginated in the House of Lords. 





(A.) 


House oF LorDs. 





Title of Bill. brought in by 





Lord Arelury 


Bills of Exchange [H.L.] 
Karl of Elgin 


*Colonial Marriages [H.L.] 


Education of Defective 
Children (Scotland) 





leigh 


*Finance Marquess of Ripon 


(trond Game [H.L.] Lord Burghelere 
*Indian Railways 


Amendment 


Act 


* Justices of the Peace (No.2).) Karl Beauchamp 


Local Government (Scotland) 
(No. 2) 

* Metropolitan Police Com- 
mission 


| Eail Beauchamp 
Municipal Corporations[1.L.]| Hurl of Stamford 


:] 


| Barl Beauchamp 
| Burl of Portsmouth 


*Police Superannuation 
*Kieserve Forces 


| 
*xcamen and Soldiers False | Eurl of Portsmouth 
Characters 


Lord Balfour of Bur- 


| 
| 


Progress. 


| Bill withdrawn 2nd July (1336) 





Read 3“ and passed 19th June 

(6). 

a) 25th June (564) 

Read 3% and passed 28th June 
(1084) 

Read 2* \ 21st June 

Read 3* and passedf (299) 

Royal Assent 22nd June (465) 

Read 2¢ 3rd July (1560) 

Read 2* 21st June (320) 

— 22nd June (469) 

Read 3“ and passed 28th June 
(1084) 

Committee 22nd June (469) 

Report 28th June (1084) 

Read 3“ and passed 29th June 
(1239) 

sill Withdrawn 2nd July (1436) 


j Read 3° and passed 19th June 


(7 
Royal Assent 22nd June (465) 
Read 2“ 19th June (6) 
Committee 22nd June (469) 
Report 28th June (1084) 
Read 3* and passed 29th June 
(1239) 
Royal Assent 22nd June (465) 
Report 21st June (320) 
Read 3“ and passed 22nd June 
(485) 
Royal Assent 22nd June (445) 
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(B.) 


House OF COMMONS. 





Title of Bill. 


Brought in by 





Act 





* Bankers 
Repeal 


(Ireland) 


Canals 

Colonial Marriages [H.L. | 
*Dangerous Performances 
*Dublin Police 


Ecclesiastical Assessments 


(Scotland) 


*Education (England and | 


Wales) | 





Elections (Meetings in | 
Schoolrooms) [H.L.] 


* Finance 

Infant Life Protection 

* Infectious Diseases(Ireland) 
Isle of Man (Customs) 


Land Tenure 


Local Government (Treland) 
Act (1898) Amendment 


Local Government (Scotland) 
Act (1894) Amendment) | 


*Lunacy (Ireland) 
Meat Marking (Ireland) 


*Metropolitan Police Com- 
mission 


Musical Copyright 


Nurses Registration and 


Qualification 


Mr. 


Mr. 


~ 


— 
= 


| Mr. 


~ 


Mr. 
Mr. 


~ 


Mr. 


~ 


Mr. 


M 


Mr. 


~ 


Mr. 


~ 


Lr. 


Cherry 


Barran 


* Churchill 


H, Samuel 
Bryce 


McCrae 


Birrell 


Fe Paulton 


", Asquith 

*, Staveley Hill 
. Brace 

. McKenna 


2 Agar Roburtes 


r. 2. OBrien 


J.C. Wason 


Bruce 
Field 


Gladstone 


. 7. P. O Connor 


. Hay 





Read 1° 19th June (61) 


Read 1° 26 June (799) 
Read 1° 22nd June (498) 
Read 1° 25th June (668) 
Read 1° 19th June (60) 


Read 1° 2nd July (1436) 


Committee 19th June (61) 


re 20th ,, (197) 
ie 25th ,, (668) 
e 26th ,, (805) 
“ 27th ,, (959) 
vs 2nd July (1437) 
Fé 3rd, (1642) 


Read 1° 29th June (1257) 


Royal Assent 22nd June (493) 
Read 1° 26th June (799) 

Read 1° 19th June (60) 

Read 1° 27th June (959) 


Consideration, as amended, 


22nd June (498) 
Do. 29th June (1257) 


Read 1° 2vth June (799) 
Read 1° 25th June (663) 


Read 1° 19th June (61) 
Read 1° 27th June (959) 


Royal Assent 22nd June (465) 


Committee 26th June (9u9) 


Read 1° 2nd July (1435) 
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(B.) House or ComMons—continued, 








‘litle of Bill. Brought in by Progress. 
Parliamentary Elections Mr. J. Robertson Read 1’ 2nd July (1436) 
*Police Superannuation Mr, H. Samuel Lords Amendments considered 


19th June (61) 
| Royal Assent 22nd June (465) 


Probation of First Offenders Sir //. Vincent | Read 1° 25th June (668) 

*Removal of Offensive Mr. J. Burns Read 1° 25th June (668) 
Matter 

Rights of Way Mr, Paulton | Bill withdrawn 27th June 

(1080) 

*Seamen and Soldiers False Wr. Haldane Royal Assent 22nd June (493) 
Characters | 

Strangers in Blood Inter- Sir. W. Bull Read 1° 20th June (197) 
pretation 

*Street Betting [H.L. |] Mr. Youall Read 1° 21st June (388) 

Summary — Jurisdiction Mr. J. Tennant Bill withdrawn 25th June (295) 
(Children) 

*Supreme Court of Judica- Mr. Chervy Read 1’ 19th June (61) 


ture (Ireland) 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, SESSION 1906, 


List oF RuLEs, OrpERs, &c., which have been presented during the Session, and are 
required by Statute to lie for an appointed number of Days upon the Table of 
the House. 


In Continuation of List given in previous Volume. 


. _ Date from which Period to lie upon 
oF | 
Title of Paper. the Period runs. the Table. 


Shop Hours Act, 1904,—Copy of Order made by the 19 June 4) days 
Council of the City of Hereford, and confirmed ly 
the Secretary of, State for the Home Department, 
fixing the Hours of Closing for certain classes of 
Shops within the City [4 Edw. VIL, e. 31, s. 3 (3)] | 


Shop Hours Act, 1904,—Copy of Order made by the , 19 June 
Urban District Council ot Stretford, and contirmed 
by the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
fixing the Hours of Closing for Hairdressers’ Shops 
within the District [4 Edw. VIL, ¢. 31, s. 3 (3)] 


Inebriates’ Act, 1898,—Copy of Regulation, dated 15th 19 June 4 weeks 
June, 1906, made by the Secretary for Scotland in | 
pursuance of Section 6 as read with Section 25 of The 
Inebriates Act, 1898, respecting the transfer of Ine- | 
briates from a State Inebriate Reformatory in Scot- 
land to a certified Inebriate Reformatory [61 and 62 
Vie., c. 60,8. 21] 


Int rmediate Education (Leland), — Copy of Rules | 22 June 4) days 
and Programme of Examinations for 1907 [41 and 42 
Vic., c. 66, 8. 6] 


Sea Fisheries Regulations Act, 1888,—Copy of Order | 25 June 30 days 
made by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
under the provisions of the said Act, for the variation 
of an Order for uniting the Lancashire and Western 
Sea Fisheries District [51 and 52 Vic., ¢. 54,5. 1 (4)] | 


Board of Education,—Copy of Draft Order in Council | 26 June 4 weeks 
continuing certain provisions contained in the Order 
in Council of 6th Mareh 1902 [62 and 63 Vic., 33 s. 5] 


Clergy Discipline Act, Copy of additional Rules under | 27 June 40 days 
The Clergy Discipline Act, 1892. dated 25th June 1906 
[55 and 56 Vic., ¢. 32, s. 9 (2)] 


Board of Education (Code, 1906),—Copy of Code of 28 June One inonth 
Regulations for Public Elementary Schools, with 
Schedules, by the Board of Education [33 and 34 Vic., 
e. 75, s. 97] 








